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AS  the"  Rcv«luti#n  «f  ane  th^ufand  fix: 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  f#rm$  an  illuflri^us 
era  in  #ur  hift«ry,  ft  the  ftudy  •£  it  muft  be 
highly  gratifying  t»  the  fubjeds  tf  the  Britiih 
empire^  and  the  friends  tf  liberty  in  every 
country.  T#  that  event  we  are  indebted, 
n«t  tnly  for  the  enlargement  rf  tur  privi- 
leges, and  additional  fecurities  for  their  con- 
tinuance, but  for  thofe  progreflive  improve- 
ments, which  have  exalted  our  nation  to  the 
higheft  pitch  #fprofperity  and  fplendoun 

In  order  t#  #pen  the  political  hiflory  of 
England  at  the  period  f  f  the  Revolution  with 
perfpicuity  and  connexion,  and  to  give  a 
true  account  of  fubfequent  tranfadions  during 
the  reign  of  king  William,  it  ^becomes  ne- 
ceflary  to  review  the  two  preceding  reigns, 
and  to  unfold  the  various  caufes,  which 
united  the  exertions   of  rival   parties,    and 
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wrought  the  deliverance  of  Britain.  From 
ah  acquaintance  with  the  previous  hiftoiy, 
we  (hall  be  better  qualified  to  difcern  the  mo- 
deration and  wilHom  of  our  anceftors  who, 
by  framing  the  new  fettlement  in  a  ftridt 
conformity  to  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  the 
ancient  conftitution,  and  the  temper  and 
habits  of  the  people^  enfured  at  once  its  eafy 
accomplifhment  and  future  ftability. 

Some  of  tho&  illuftrious  ,perfi)ns,  who, 
by  their  abilities  and  efforts,  contributed 
mofl  fuccefsfuUy  to  the  eflablifhment  of  our 
liberties  at  the  Revolution,  had  alio  aded  a 
diflinguifhed  part  in  the  two  precedii\g 
reigns,  and  their  charad:ers  and  motives 
cannot  be  fully  underflood,  nidck  we  afceiidl 
to  the  earlier  ftages  of  their  lives. 

The  .properties,  of  different  objedts  are 
more  clearly  perceived,  and  more  forcib^ 
contrafled,  by  being  placed  on  contiguous 
grounds.  The  amendment  of  the  political 
condition  of  England,  by  the  event  of  the 
Revoltttion,  will  be  impreifed  upon  the 
mind  with  the  flroageft  convidtion  and  ieel* 
ing,  when  we  make  the  tranfition  from  the 
fctncs  of  Qppreflion  and  tyranny  which 
agitated  the  nation  xiuring  •the  reigns  of 
Charles  and  James. 

it  may »  perhaps,  occur  to  fome,  that  little 
infhrudlion  or  eatertainment  can  he  expedled 
from  any  new  detail  of  tranfadkions  which 
have  been  fo  often,  and  Ho  fully,  illuflraited 
by  contemporaxy  und  later  aulhocs.     Fr(Hn 
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the  following  confiderations,  however,  I 
have  been  encouraged  to  prolecute  this  work 
with  the  profpea  of  its  utility,  and,  with 
the  hope,  that  it  may  not  be  deftitute  of 
fboie  ihare  of  that  novelty,  which  contri- 
butes to  the  fuccefs  of  hiftorical  compofitions* 

Though  politics  and  parties  enter  into 
every  hiftory  of  our  country  already  publifh- 
ed,  yet  thefe  fubje<fJ:s  may  be  rendered  more 
inftrudive  and  interefting,  by  being  placed 
in  a  detached  view.  The  coincident 
events,  related  in  the  following  work,  which 
cannot  properly  be  claffed  under  thefe  heads, 
have  been  introduced  principally  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  explaining  and  illuftrating  political 
affairs. 

The  various  fubjefts  which  furnifli  mate- 
rials for  the  hiftorian,  fuch  as  religion,  poli- 
tics, war,  and  commerce,  are  diitingui/hed 
by  his  attention,  in  proportion  to  their  com- 
parative importance,  at  the  period  that  falls  « 
under  his  lurvey.  As  politics  and  parties 
form  the  moil  confpicuou^  features  of  the 
Britifli  hiftory  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
century,  fo  it  muft  be  readily  admitted,  that 
they  were  Jiever,  in  any  foraier  time,  more 
worthy  of  attention  and  ftudy  upon  account 
of  the  fubftantial  and  permanent  advantages 
of  which  they  have  been  produc^ve. 

Without  a  clear  and  liberal  comprehcnfion 
of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  tem- 
per and  condudt  of  parties,  at  the  Revolu- 
tion, we  can  neither  underftand  the  excel- 
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lence  of  our  preient  conftitution,    nor  be 
fully  inftrufted  in  the  extent  of  our  privi- 
Ieges»  and  in  the  means  of  defending  and  im- 
proving  them.     But  the  fame  critical  cir- 
cumftances,  which  render  the  hiftory  of  any 
particular  period  more  intereftingt. often  in- 
cumber it  with   ambiguity   and  difficulties, 
which  can  only  be  renioved  by  the  labour  of 
latei:  and  accumulated  refearches.      Amidft 
the  violent  itruggles  of  fa^ions,  whole  in- 
fluence pervades  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple^ it  is  in  vain  to  expe^  ^  juil  appreciation 
of  merit,  or  an  impartial  account  of  public 
meafures.     The  animofities  and  prejudices, 
which  were  predominant  at  the  Revolution, 
defcended  to  fucceeding  generations ;  and  the 
opinions  which  individuals  maintained,  with 
"refpedl  to  charafters  and  h&s,  in  the  pre- 
ceding age,  were  long  interpreted  as  an  in- 
fallible criteripn  of  their  political  principles 
and  attachments,  in  their  own.     After  the 
lapfe  of  tinie  has  deftroyed  this  falie  aflbci- 
ation  of  ideas,  it  is  more  fafe  and  eafy  to 
adhere  to  a  true  reprefentatiop  of  fadts. 

There  are  recent  circumftarices,  which 
feem  to  funjifli  peculiar  motives,  for  re- 
jfuming  the  inyeftigation  and  detail  of  the 
fubjedts  treated  of  in  this  hiftory. 

By  the  diligence  and  opportunities  of  fome 
late  hiftorian^,  a  variety  of  original  papers 
have  been  colledled  and  publifhed;  which, 
if  they  do  not  throw  a  light,  altogether  new, 
upon  tranfadtions  relative  to  the  Revolution ; 
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yet,  in  many  inftances^  they  give  authority 
to  opinions  formerly  controverted,  and  cor- 
Te&  and  enlarge  the  information  of  the  im-^ 
partial  and  induftrious  inquirer.     Great  cau-^- 
tion,    however,    is   neceffary,   in  admitting 
concluiions,   drawn  by  authors  from  thofe 
hOts,  which  they  themfelves  have  had  the 
ingenuity  or  good  fortune  to  difcover.     Like 
travellers,  they  are  exceedingly  prone  to  am^ 
plify  and  embellifh  the  curiofities  of  thofe 
regions,  which  they  have  been  the  firfl  to 
vifit  and  exjdore.     While  the  merit  of  hif- 
torical  writers  is  eftimated  in  proportion  to 
the  importance  of  the  fadts  which  they  bring 
to  light,  they  lie  under  a  ftrong  temptation 
to  over-rate  them ;  and  to  ftrain  and  extend 
the  application  of  them  beyond  the  ruleswof 
accurate  reafoning.     The  careleiTnefs  of  the 
generality    of  readers    renders    them   eaAr 
profelytes  to  thofe  mifreprefentations,  which 
the  vanity  of  authors  has  introduced  into 
hiftory.     A  fond  appetite  for  novelty  fupplies 
the  deficiency  of  evidence,  and  eagerly  grafps 
at  difcoveries,  which  minifter  to  its  gratifi- 
cation. 

There  is  a  flrong  propenfity  in  human  na- 
ture to  move  from  one  extreme  to  another. 
If  our  anceflors,  imprefifed  with  a  deep  fenfe 
of  gratitude  to  individuals,  who  had  been 
the  inftruments  of  delivering  the  nation 
from  flavery,  afcribed  their  condufl:  to  the 
pureft  and  nK)ft  honourable  motives,  and 
gave  them  credit  for  virtues  which  they  did 

b  2  nor 


not  pofiisifs;  we,  who  have  never  been  difl 
turbed  in  the  enjoyffiei>t  of  our  liberties, 
may,  perhaps,  be  in  danger  of  liftening 
rafhly  to  infinuations  againft  meritorious 
characters;  and  of  withholding  that  fair 
tribute  of  refped:,  which  is  due  to  their  me- 
mories. The  efleds  of  this  drror  are  not 
confined  to  any  one  period  of  hiftory.  The 
impeachment  of  names,  which  had  obtain- 
ed a  prcfcriptive  right  to  public  veneration, 
has  a  tendency  to  engender  fufpicions,  and  to 
nourifh,  efpecially  in  the  young  mind,  a 
habit  of  fcepticifm,  which  chills  the  ardour 
of  patriotic  refolutions.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
importance  to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue, 
to  reflrain  the  fpirit  of  loofe  and  indifcrimi- 
nate  cenfure;  to  examine,  with  a  patient 
mind,  the  weight  of  arguments;  and  to 
confine  conclufions,  with  flri6t  accuracy,  to 
the  premifes  from  which  they  are  drawn. 

Under  thefe  impreffions  I  have  been,  ne- 
ceflarily,  led  to  combat  the  opinions  of  a 
late  hiftorian,  Mr.  Macpherfon,  with  refpeft 
to  many  important  tranfadtions  and  cha- 
rafters,  which  occur  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work.  Many  afTertions  of  that  author, 
highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  king 
William,  our  illuflrious  deliverer,  appear  to 
me,  after  the  mofl  impartial  refearch,  to  be 
contradifted  by  evidence  publifhed  in  his  own 
coUeftion  of  State  Papers.  If  I  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  my  humble  attempts  to  vindicate 
calumniated  merit,  and  to  eflablifh  the  cauie 
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of  troths  I   fhould  fl^Uer  loyfelf,  that  this 
w0ck  may  not  be  coafidered  as  unfeafonable 
or  fuperfluous ;  and  90  apology  will  be  ne- 
ceilary  for  prefuming  to  recall  the  attention 
of  the  puMic  to  fubje^s,  which  have  been 
already  diicu0ed  hy  aijithprs  of  the  firfl  abif- 
lity  and  the  higheft  reputation.     But  Aill  I 
am,  in  juftice,  bound  tp  aqknow ledge,  that 
fubfbmdal  advantagea  are  derived  from  the 
information,    comtnunicated  by-  the  author 
whom   I  h^ve  qi^ntioned.     After  the  moft 
icnipulous.    enquiry    into   th^  fources  fron^ 
which  that  informatbn  has  been  coUedted ; 
after  every  abatement  that  candour  and  (IriA- 
cefa  of  reafoning  prefcribe,  we  are  left  in  tfa^ 
poifeflion  of  inany  curious  important  fadts. 
Enlightened  by  thefe,  we  are  enabled  to  dif-p 
pel  tfa^  miAs,  which  darkened  osr  political 
norlzon  a  century  ago ;  and  to  prefent  to  the 
public  a  more  copious  and  faithful  narrative 
of  many    tranfadions,    than    contemporary 
authors  could  do,  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
dark  counfels  and  profligate  intrigues  which 
gave  birth  to  theip. 

It  is  particularly  incumbent  upon  every 
perfbn,  who  wHhes  to  form  juft  conceptions 
of  Englifh  politics,  to  ftudy  with  attention 
the  proceedings  of  parliament.  Parliament ' 
is  the  theatre  on  which  the  ftrength  of  con- 
flicting parties  is  brought  forward  into 
ad:ion ;  and  on  which  the  fpirii  and  princi- 
ples, which  animate  them,  are  fubmitted 
to  the  approbation  or  cenfure  of  the  impar- 
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.  tkl  and  difcerning  citizen.  Parliamentary 
proceedings  have,  therefore,  engaged  a  prin- 
cipal part  of  my  attention  and  labour  in  the 
following  work. 

But  it  is  not  merely  from  the  journals  of 
the"^  two  houfes,  or  the  conclufions  adopted 
by  the  majority  in  either  of  them,  with  re- 
ipe£t  to  queftions  of  greater  moment,  that 
We  are  able  to  diftinguiih  the  temper,  the 
motives,  or  the  abilities,  of  contending  par- 
tics*  The  debates  which  lead  to  thefe  con- 
clufions, the  intrigues  of  parties,  the  inci- 
dents favourable  or  adverie  to  their  intereft, 
ought  to  be  minutely  furveyed.  In  treating 
of  interefting  queftions,  I  have  exhibited  a 
fpccimen  of  the  argunients,  which  were  in- 
troduced in  the  difcuffion  of  them.  In  order 
to  draw  a  more  lively  pidure  of  the  times»  I 
have  endeavoured  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  perfons  who  were  warm  in  the  fcene  of 
adtion,  to  fee  with  their  eyes,  andtoeftimate 
events  and  meafures  by'  their  ftand^rd.  I 
have  attempted  to  reprefent  their^  motives ; 
to  afcertain  the  efFefts  of  different  meafures, 
and  of  the  condudl  of  miniftry  and  oppofi- 
tion,  as  falutary  or  pernicious  to  the  con- 
flitution. 

This  work,  if  executed  with  perfpicuity 
and  faithJfulnefs,  may,  it  is  hoped,  contri- 
bute not  only  to  inflrudlion,  but  to  moral 
improvement.  It  will  afford  repeated  oppor- 
tunities of  inculcating  principles  of  genuine 
patriotifin  upon  thofc,  who  wifh  to  under- 
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hmd9nd  to  puf fue  the  true  interef|;s  of  their 
country.  It  will  fuggeil  ftrong  arguments 
fot  reflraining  the  credulity,  and  moderating 
the  violence,  of  others,  who  devote  them- 
felves,  with  implicit  confidence,  to  the  in- 
tcreft  of  any  party  whatever,  by  holding  out 
to  thena  the  inconfiflency  of  opinions,  afcribed 
to  the  fame  perfons,  in  different  flages  of 
their  hiflory,  corresponding  to  the  viciflitudes 
of  their  political  fituation.  They,  who 
cenfure  with  leverity,  the  condud:,  cither 
of  miniflry  or  oppofition  in  our  own  time, 
may  learn  greater  candour  and  indulgence, 
by  taking  the  ftandard  6f  their  judgment, 
with  refpedl  to  public  charaders  and  mea* 
fures,  from  »  period  which  they  ar^  able  to 
contemplate^  without  any  bias  ^rifing  frpoi 
prejudice  or  interp;(l.  They,  who  are  deeply 
affeded  with  the  apprehension  pf  the  fatal 
confequences  of  meafure^;  of  which  they 
difiipprove,  may  derive  pomfort,  from  markr 
ing,  in  the  fequel  of  hiftory,  the  confuta- 
tion of  prefages  and  fears,  announced  under 
fimilar  impreilions  of  gloom  anc)  d^fpon- 
dency. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  fome  fhades  may 
obfcure  the  luftre  of  that  period  of  our  hif- 
tory, which  has  elapfed  fince  the  Revolution, 
yet  the  liberal  mind  will  recognife,  with 
pleafure,  a  -  more  advanced  progrefs  of  li- 
berty, and  of  every  fpecics  of  national  im- 
provement. From  many  aufpicious  (ymp- 
toms,  we  are  encouraged  to  anticipate,  what, 
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perhaps,  is  at  no  great  diftance,  a  nearer  ap- 
proach to  moral  and  political  perfedtion,  than 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  tecotd  of  ages  that 
are  paft. 

No  fubjeft  can  mbre  conduce  to  the  de- 
velopement  of  the  heart,  or  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
than  that  which  leads  us  to  trace  the  fprings 
of  political  intrigues ;  and  to  delineate  the 
various  paffions,  which  agitate  the  votaries 
of  party. 

Should  this  work  contribute,  in  any  de- 
gree, to  eradicate  prejudices  fatal  to  order  and 
liberty,  to  infiife  into  the  mind  a  deteftation 
of  factious  and  narrow  policy,  and  to  cherifh 
la  love  of  probity  and  patriotifm,  the  higheft 
ambition  and  fondeft  wifh  of  the  author  wiH 
l)e  gratified ;  and  his  labour  will  be  recoUed:- 
«d,  with  a  fatisfaftion  more  folid  and  durable 
than  that  which  is  excited  merely  by  the 
praife  of  diligence  and  ingenuity. 
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Jbft4rotion  §/  Charles  the  Second.^-'Temper  and  Mtafures  of 
ibe  Con^tnthn  Porliatnent.'^Thefico'nd  ParliaMent  loyal^ 
^ta  ttoerfe  U  Toliration.^Cffrpfrrtifhn  and  Vniformit) 
,  Aas.—i>§duTatint  of  hdttlginct.-^ItHrtguis  ugaikft  Mi- 
niftry» — fFar  tuhb  Hollands — Commencement  ofOfftfitiwn 
in  Parliament. — FaU  of  Clarendon. — Earl^  Scheme's 
againjl  the  Duke  of  Tork.'-^Peace  with  Holland. — Rea^ 
fins  for  an  Alliance  with  Holland. — Charles  iijfatisped 
with  his  Parliii^ent. -^Secret  Treaty  between  Charles  and 
Lettns. — Cbarader  of  the  King*s  Minijlers.— Mtafures 

'  taken  in  concert  with  Lewis*--'  -  Arbitrary  M^afures  of  Ad* 
mmiJlration.rSecond  War  with  HMand^-uHfuu4jsfuU'^ 
The  King  folicits  the  Aid  of  Parliament. — Prudent  and 
firm  Conduct  of  the  Commons.'^'^ Breaks  and  divides  the 
Cabal. — Indulgence  recalled.*^ Addrtfs  againjl  Roman  Ca- 
tholics  Te/t    Aif.'-'-Refieiiions. — Addrefs    concerning 

Grievances.'^^-Oppofition  of  ^bafsjbury  to  the  Coifrfs."His  ^k 

Chara^er.^'-'Converfian  of  the  Duke  of  Tor k  to  the  Roman  ^        ^ 
Catholic   Religion.-" Proceedings  of  Parliament. ^^Lord 
Danby  becomes  the  Object  of  the  R^itfitment  of  the  Commons. 
—  His  Condua  as  a  Mtmfter. — New  Teft  Bill. 

THE  reftoration  of  Charles  thts  Second  filled  ^  "  ^  p, 
the  nation  with  joy,  and  was  followed  hy  a  ;^_i\. 
long  period  of  peace  and  political  harmony.    The     j^^^ 
prince,  the  uiiniftry^  and  the  parliamen*,  \tere  8th  May. 
united  in  the  fame  views  of  pcUcy  ;  and  the  bufi-  Kcitora- 
iicft  of  the  nation  was  condufted  without  oppofi-  ^q^J^I^ 
lion  from  any  party.  ih/se- 
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The  convention  parliament  mingled  patriotifm 
with  loyalty.    WhUe  tliey  provided  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  king,  and  teilified  their  indignation 
againft  the  perfons  who  wereftained  with  the  blood 
of  his  father,  they  adopted  the  mod  effedual  mea- 
fures  to  complete  the  fettlement  of  the  nation,  and 
to  prevent  future  oppreflion.     They  pafled  an  a£t 
of  indemnity,  difbanded  the  army,  and  aboliflied 
the  courts  of  wards  and  liveries ;  a  branch  of  the 
royal  revenue  moft  grievous  to  the  fubjed.     Judi^ 
cial  proceedings,  which  had  taken  place  during 
the  ufurpation,    were  ratified;  all  perfons,  who 
had  been  violently  deprived  of  titles^  offices,  and 
eftates,  were  reftored  to  them'. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention parliament  were  prefbyterians^ ;   and  as 
their  political  principles  led  them  to  wifli  forlimita- 
t'ons  of  the  prerogative,  fome  of  them  had  moved  to 
fpecify  thele,  as  conditions  of  ihe  king's  reftora- 
tion\    Though  the  impatience  of  the  nation,  and 
the  authority  of  general  Monk,  had  over-ruled 
their  defign,  yet  the  recent  obligatidns  they  had 
conferred  vpon  the  king,  and  the  queftions  which 
lay  open  to  difcuilions  in  carrying  on  the  fettle* 
ment  of  the  nation,  feemed  to  prefent  an  oppor- 
tunity, peculiarly  favourable  to  the  recommen- 
dation and  fuccels  of  their  political  fyftem. 

If  the  apprehenfion  of  thele  confequences  pri- 
vately lefiened  the  king's  confidence  in  this  parliar 
ment,  the  narrow  and  unconftitutional  principle, 
upon  which  it  bad  been  convened,  afforded  a  i'pe- 
cious  pretext  for  haftening  its  diflblutian.  The 
writs  for  a  general  election  had  been  ilFued  by  the 
few  remaining  members  of  the  long  parliament ; 


*  Journ.  Lords  and  CommonSi  paffim. 

*  Life  ef  Clarendon.  toI.  i.  p:  zzt- 
^  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  vol.  iii. 
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and  all/  \irho  had  affifted  in  the  war  againft  that  CHAP, 
parliament^   were  declared    incapable  of  being       ^' 
elected  reprefentatives  of  the  people*.     The  con-     ^^^^ 
vention  parliament  was  diflblved  on  the  29th  of  The  (c- 
December.  cond  par- 

Zeal  for  loyaltY  was  preferred  to  every  other  !'**"?"•  u 
qualification,  m  the  choice  of  members  to  fervein  ^^*\(^i 
the  fecond  parliament  of  Charles.  Far  from  any 
inclination  to  aflert  aAd  eftablifh  the  ancient  pri- 
vileges of  the  people  and  to  prefcribe  boundaries 
to  prerogative,  the  commons,  in  the  fervour  of 
loyalty,  had  no  objed  fo  much  at  heart  as  to  exalt 
the  power,  and  gratify  the  defires,  of  the  fove- 
reign'.  To  the  found  policy  of  adminift ration, 
and,  particularly,  to  the  moderate  counfels  of  the 
earl  of  Clarendon,  more  than  to  the  wifdom  and 
temper  of  parliament,  the  nation  was  indebted, 
not  only  for  reftraining  the  ebullitions  of  loyal 
zeal,  but  for  the  adoption  of  falutary  laws,  which 
had  been  enafted  during  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
republic^.  If  the  mimftry  approved  of  or  ad- 
yifed,  in  a  few  inftances,  exertions  of  prerogative 
illegal  and  of  dangerous  example,  they  are  to  be 
confidered  as  exceptions  to  the  eftablilhed  rules  of 
their  political  fyftem  ;  they  were  prompted  by  ne- 
ceifity,  and  the  fudden  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
arifmg  from  confpiracies  againft  the  king,  formi- 
dable  by  the  inveterate  and  enthuliaflic  difaffedion, 
rather  than  by  the  number  and  rank,  of  the  per* 
fonswho  fornied  them^*  The  king  refumed  the 
power  of  regulating  the  militia  without  waiting 
for  the  confent  of  parliament.  A  proclamation  iSchJuJy. 
againft  printing  and  felling  feditious  libels  was  ex- 
preifed  in  terms  inaufpicious  to  the. liberty  of  the 

^  Echardi  foI.  iiL 

s  Coke's  Deteaion.  Rereiby. 

*  Buroet. 

7  Ralph,  vol.  i. 
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•C  HA  p.  pj-pfs,     Xwo  rc^i.ipem?,  oiiie  of  jbpTfe,  ancj -another 
^_^^^^^;,,^  of  foot^  Vf^erc  raifed  to  ,be  a  gWT^  ^o  tbp  pprfon 
1661.     of  the  prince,  whi,ch^  cojifi(JerA4  a$  th^hc^J^mg 
of  a  .(landing  anpYj  was  ^n  .o|?je£l  0/ lealoufy  to  a 
free  people      Thcfe  meafures  were  fuffered  tp  pafs 
,yrithouj  any  applpgy  offerjed  by  the  prince,  or  any 
aniraa-idyerlion  orjcheck  imprppfe4  bythep^li^i- 
ment. 
but  averfe      ReHgious  tpleration  wa$  th^  fingle  point  uppn 
totolera.  which  p^ipiftry  ?uid  parl^Hnent^  in  the  early  period 
tion.         pf  ^ijjg  reign,  maintained  fentiments  dllFereiu:  frpui 
thofe  of  the  prince ;  aijid  acjihering  to  which  they 
were  bole}  enough  to  thwart  his  private  wilhps,  and 
'^'^^P^'^lprefcribe  limitations  to  h}?  ^.uthgrity.     The  kiqg, 
by  his  deplaration  from  Breda,  liad  promifed  in- 
dulgence tp  the  preibyterians ;  jheir  fervi^es  Ift  the 
reftoration   merited  this  fi^vpur,  ijind  his  honour 
jyas  interefted  in  niJ^king  if  effeiftpal,     There  re- 
mains, however,  po  rpom  to  dpubr,  that  a  pitrtia- 
'  lity  to  the  Roman   catholics,  and  the  fphemp  of 
extending  indulgence  to  them,  more  tha»  either 
lenity  of  difpofition|  or  reg^^rd   to  his  honour, 
were  the  motives  of  tne  kji^g's  public  favour  to  the 
protedant  dilTenters ;  and  tbi^t   the   fufpicion  of 
thefe  motives  aggravated  the  pfFpne^f  and  inflamed 
the  refentment  which  his  decUratip^  excited  ^mong 
the  loyalifbs  of  the  church  pf  England  ^ 
CoTporati.     The  earl  of  Ciarendon,  whp  had  the  principal 
on  and      dirediou  of  affairs  at  this  \m^^  was  attached  to 
umformi.  ^v^g  worfliip  and  fprms  of  the  church  of  England, 
*y  *  ^''     with  all  that  cnthufiaftic  a?al  witb  xyhicb  the  eitab- 

*  This  a7C0iint  of  the  king's  declaration  is  admitted  by  No'th, 
a. I  jiuthor  by  no  means  prone  tp  cenfiire  or  mKintcrpret  the  con- 
du<^t  of  Charkft.  N/[>rth*s  Exam^n,  p.  45«'-*«lt  is  alfo  con* 
li rmc'd  by  the  decIaratioQ  of  Jord  Stafford  in  Khe  houfe  of  p«ers» 
and  by  tlic  feverity  otihc  king  to  the  prqtellani  difientcra,  afKjr 
the  |>triod  when  their  interell  was  diilapguii^ed  frgn),  l^od  let  in 
ojipolition  to,  tlut  of  the  Roman  catbcKcs. 
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lifted  triumph  tff  pany  naturalfy  irirpires  its  vota-  C  ft  A  P. 
rifes,  iftef  aperiodofdepreflionand  ftru'ggle  ;  and      ^' 
ivHich^  n>3twilhftandingnis  prudence  and  generofi- """"j^^^ 
ty,  bfetrayed'  Hirti  iiito  meafures  fevereaiid  illiberal, 
when'  the\  intereft  of  epifcopacy  was  concerned. 
Monarchy  and  thd  clxurch  of  England,  during  the 
convulfiorfs   of  ttife  nation,  had  been  blended  in 
the .  (tme  political  fafe ;  they  had  the   fame  ene- 
mieS^^  the   fiim'e  friends,  arid  had  fallen  together 
by  the  fame  fiiock.     Hence  the  moft'  zealous  loy* 
alift^  had  been*  led*  to  corifider  the  interelts  of  the 
chufch  and  of  tHeitldnliTchy  as  indiffoIuBly  united, 
and  ttte'corpofalioii  and*  uiilformiry  adVs  were  con-  20th  Dec. 
trived    to  exclude  protellant  diffenters  from  civil  »^«. 
and  ectlefiaftical  jioWer.  ^^^^ 

The  king  did  not  ufe  any  influence  to  prevent,  ^^j!^ 
theaft  of  unilb'rnlity,  or  to  procure  fuch*  modifi-  DcdaraiU 
cations  of  it,  as  raighl*  leave  room  fur  a  legal  and*«no^  in- 
itfoffenfive  difcharge  of. the  promife  made  in  his  ^"^S^""* 
declaration  of  B'*ed'a.     lndoleri>  and  incohfiderate, 
he  pnobably  did  not  apprehend  the  extent  of  the 
Viofence  and  cruelty  v/ith  which  it  was  fraught,  or 
believe  that  the  prefb\teriari  clergy  would  relift  it 
with  fuch  unanimity  and  firmriefs,  *  He  was,  per- 
haps, decdved  ^y,  his  experience,  and  trufted  that 
the  obfeqiiious  temper  of  his  parliament  would 
difpofe   theta  to  connive  at  any  interpofition  of 
prerogative;  intended  to  mitigate  the  feventies  re- 
fuhing  firotti  a  rigid  execution  of  the  law.     Two  i^^h  Au- 
thoufand  prelbyterian  minift'ers  were  ejefted  fron^  8"^1- 
their  livings,  and  many. of  them  reduced  to  indi- 
gence^.    Charles  was  upbraitled  with  the  breach 
of  his  promife,  and  the  opprefTion  of  his  govern- 
ment.   The  plea'  of  humanity  afforded  him  a  fpe- 
cious  pretext  for   trying  thfe  ftrengih  of  preroga- 
tWij  And  eftablilhing  a  precedent  for  indulgence  to 

^  Life  of  Baxter. 
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CHAP,  the  Roman  catholics.    He  publifhed  a  declaration^ 
,^  V_^  difpenfing'  with  the  penalties  impofed  by  the  a^  of 
if.6i.    uniformity  J  and  fomc  of  the  diffenting  minifters, 
a6th  Dec.  who  had  been  committed  by  the  lord  n^ayorof 
London  for   violating  that  aft,  were  fet  at  li- 
berty '  "^  •     A  meafure,  which  at  once  fhocked  their 
religious   prejudices   and  fo  deeply  wounded   the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  was  oppofed  by  the 
commons,  with   the   manifold  advantages  which 
refult  from  fervour  of  zeal  and  folidity  of  argu- 
jpgj,^        ment.     The  king  revoked  his  indulgence.     The 
1663.       commons  were  foothed,  and  again  became  gene- 
rous and  indulgent,  in  every  other  inftance,  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  fovereign. 
Imrigaes      ^^  ^^^^  erroneous,  however,  to  conclude,  that, 
againit     during  this  ferene  ftate  of  politics,  the  ambition  of 
miniary.  individua  s  was  afleep;  or  that  no  confpiracies 
were  formed  againft  minifters  by  thofe  who  envied 
their  power  and  emoluments.    The  principal  offices 
of  adminiftration,  after   the  king's  return,  were 
divided  between  the  perfons  who  had  given  proof 
of  their  fidelity  to  ,his  father,  and  thofe  who  had 
been  moft   forward   and  ufeful  jn  promoting  his 
own  reftoration.    To  the  former  wer^  chiefly  af- 
figncd  the  refponfible  and  labpriops  departments  of 
government;  their  attention  to  bufinefs,  aqd  gra- 
vity of  deportment,  fecluded  them  from  that  fami- 
liar intercourfe  with  their  malieri  vf)nch  wa§  ep- 
joyed  by  companions  nearly  pf  his  pwn  age,  and 
qualified  by  congenial  humour  to  gratify  hi?  taftq 
for  mirth  and  pleafure' '.     Flattered  by  the  parti^ 
clpation  of  his  amufements  and  ealy  acpefs  tq  his 
p-ribn,  the  duke  of  ijuckingham,  the  earlof  Brifl 
lol,  and  fir  Henry  Bennet,  had  early  cheriihed'thq 
idea  of  gaining  the  afcendency'  in  his  councils, 
and  oi  direfting  the  difpofal  of  prefermem$,>uia 

y  i.ifc  of  Clarendon.     Life  of  lord  Keeper  Guilford. 
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plsires.  But  as  any  dired  attempt  to  embarrafsCHAT. 
the  affairs  of  governmenti  vroxild  have  been  offen-  ,....^;.,^^ 
five  to  the  king,  by  difturbing  his  repofe,  and  ill  ^^^ 
'received  bv  a  parliament  overchatged  vith  loyalty, 
their  attacks  upon  the  mintfters  were  not  founded 
upon  mal-adminiftration,  or  brought  forward  in 
the  open  path  of  parliamentary  oppofition,  but 
levelled  againft  their  private  characters,  and  con- 
duded  through  the  dark  channel  of  intrigue  and 
calumny'  *.  Sufpicions  of  the  fidelity  of  his  mi- 
nifters  were  artfully  infufed  into  the  royal  breaft, 
and  the  chancellor,  particularly,  was  reprefented 
as  maintaining  principles,  hoftile  to  prerogative 
and  the  independence  of  the  crowii.  They  em- 
ployed  the  influence  of  the  king's  miftrefles,  who 
were  ezafperated  by  the  contempt  with  which  they 
were  treated  by  the  chancellor,  and  readily  co* 
operated  to  undermine  him.  They  plied  every 
engine  of  ridicule  and  humour,  particularly  fit* 
ted  to  work  upon  a  temper  addicted  to  frolic  and 
levity*'.  So  long,  however,  as  the  king  found 
himtelf  at  eafe,  and  obtained  the  fupplies  he  de- 
manded, he  remained  immoveable,  by  the  motives 
of  ambition,  the  importunity  of  miftrefles,  and 
the  detradion  infinuatcd  againft  his  minifters  by 
loofe  and  unprincipled  companions. 

The  adual  experience  of  inconveniences  often  ^^^  ^(^ 
predtdcd,  produced,  at  laft,  a  revolution  in  the  Holland. 

'*  Ad  open  attack  was  made  up6n  tKe  adminiftration  of  Cla* 
reodoa,  by  the  earl  of  Briiiol,  in  the  hooie  of  lordt»  in  the 
thifd  feffion  of  the  fecond  parliament,  loth  Jnly,  1663.  But 
the  charge  exhibited  againft  him»  confiding  of  articles  of  high 
tfcafon  and  various  milcJemeanourSy  appeared  (b  inTjdious  and 
irreguiar  in  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred* that  it  was  difmifled  unanimoufly  {  and  diew  upon  its 
author  fevere  expreffiona  of  the  king's  difpleafure.  iLeniiety 
vol.  iii« 

*)  Life  of  Clare  odov^i  fol,  U  p.  2S1.  Carte's  Life  of  Or<- 
oumd,  ToK  ii« 

minifterial 
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^^.^^Xw'  ^'J^i<^h  fubfill.e^.  bexwe;en  the  king  and  his;  parli^ 

166^.     Vfi^^t;  and  qijitirejy  cb^inged  the  form  and  fUfe  <M[ 

pplitics  in  the  fu.cceedi^g  y^ar  oftbisi^gn.     Th(a^ 

fong  wa5  urged,  by. the. general  inkclm^UQn*o£  ki^ 

people,  and  the  impotiunity  of  private  ft^iead$>  tp^ 

2-th  No?.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Dutch'  ♦.  The fum.  «£ 
^664*  two  millions,  five  hundred  thouland  pounds  ;va# 
voted  by  the  commons,  for  defraying  the  expeiice$> 
of  the  war.  Liberal  and  unexampled  as  this  fup-N 
piy  was,  the  king  found  it  inadequate;  aodm^dq 
a  demand  for  further  fupplies,  in  the  full  ezpe^ar 
tion  of  being  anfwered  with  the  feme  cheerfulpe^n^ 
and  generofity. 

Com-  But  now  a  variety  of  caufes  contributed  to  r€;n« 

I^il'^^flV    der  the  commons  more  flow  and  cautious  in  di^ 

mcnt  or  *  •  ^* 

oppofitioD 

in  parlia-        '*  War  was  declared  againft   Holland,  4th  March,  i.fifij^, 

ment.  The  nation  in  general  approved  of  this  war,  from  a  jealoufy.  6t 
ike  Dutch  encroaching  upon  our  trade,  and  the  refentmeat  of 
iff)j«riefr  fuppofed  to  havjei  been  committed  by  them,  agaioft  tbd 
Englifh  £a(l  India  Company.  Temple's  Letters  to  fif  Jobn 
Temple,  O^.  lo,  1667* — Both  houfes  of  parliament  addr^fl^ii 
the  king  again  ft  the  Dutch.  The  commons  highly  approved  of 
the  war^  and  thanked  the  king  Ibr  baving* entered  into  it.  Jbarrt. 
iion^.  loth  O^.  1^.-— The  king  was  fecreUy  arerfe  10  thft 
war.  Life  of  James,  i664« — The  felfiih  viewy  of  ipdifid4}iii| 
had  a  confiderable  influence  in  promoting  the  fir(l  war  with  H91- 
land.  The  duke  of  York,  fond  of  military  employment,  viewed 
the  injuries  committed  by  the  DutcK  in  exaggerated  colours, 
%n{i  ipceofed  his  brqther.  againft  tb)!m,  Lifc.of  Cl^rcDdop*  vykJ^ 
ii  p.  14.— The  duke  of  Albemarle  was  piqued  with  the  Dutch 
on  account  of  perfopal  affronts  which  he  hsid  received  while  lie 
^tnt:^  in  their  army,  and  flattered  the  court  with  an  unbounded 
fro^\ic6t  of  fuccefi,  by  difjxirajiing their  military  and  naval  force. 
Life  of  James. — The  French  invidioufly  fomented  the  quarr<  I, 
tx^e^ingthat  it  would  fumifti  them  with  a  pretence  for  encroach- 
ifti^  upon  riandtrs,  by  inrcrfering  in  the  war,  either  upon  rhe 
fide  cf  Holland  or  England,  as  contingent  events fliould  dirctfl. 
Secret  Hi  (lory  of  Europe,  vol.  i. — Tl)e  fuccefsof'the  Eni)!ifli 
at  fx  in  rheL>coinnii)ji  ot  the  war,  and  their  treaty  with  the  J5i- 
fbp}- of  MunHefi  d^tei  mined  tlic  French  t^  declare  in  facvoiu  of 
Holland.     Ibid.  ' 

pofing 
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)>t>(ii^  of  the.  public  money,  though  folicit^d  (o^  C  H  a  P. 
tjl«:fl^)pcM:t  of  X  mar  vhich.  they  had  vrarmly  re-  '* 
commeiuled:.  Their  conftitqenta,  prcfled  by  the  ^^^^ 
bttidbn  of  theiormes  fuf  plies,  befgan  to  obferve,  '  ^' 
viiik  91  CfiBJbrious  eye^  the  profufion  of  the  courts 
and  to  eomplam  of  the  mifmanagement  and  per^ 
verfioQ.  o£  fums  vioted  £or  the  public  fenrice.  The 
comouMM,  jeBloua,  for  thq  proteAion  of  the  eftab* 
li&edi  ceti^os^  vere  frettfld:  by;  the  repeated  at* 
teinptStof  the  court  to  introduce  and  fuj^ort  the 
mkration  o£  diflentersu  Though-  the  king  had 
departed: iroiahisdeclarsJeion,  his  favourable  incli* 
nations  were  privately  communicated  to  the  dif- 
fenteriS,  andh^  difptay^d  extreme  backwaidners  in 
execattng  thofe  lawa  againfb  thism  which  were  die 
tated.  by  die:»rdfint  zeal.of  the  commons '  ^ .  The  fo*  i665. 
licitations  of  the  crown  for  fupplies  reminded  them 
s(  its  dependence,  and  infpired  them  with  a  con«> 
fciouliiefsoffautbority  and  importance,  with  which 
they  w-cre  before  unacquainted.  The  power  of 
conferring  obligations  upon  the  prince,  the  fource 
of  honour  and  promotion,  opened  a  fair  profped 
o£  gratifying  the  ambition  and  avarice  of  indivi- 
dnais*  The  very  men  who  had  hitherto  laboured 
to  roufexhe  i>elentment  of ^  thefovercign  againft  his 
miniuers,  forhefitating  to  remove  the  ancient  li* 
nutations  of  prerogative,  andto  eftabliih  the  inde^ 
pende^Dce  or  the  crown,  began  now  to  cenfure 
public  meafures,  andto  awaken  a  jealoufy  of  the 
court,  in  ondeirto  raife  an  opposition  in  parliament, 
over  which  they  might  prefide,  and  advance  their 
nun  politicalimportance/  Extravagance  and  abufe 
ifi.the  expenditure  di  the  revenue,  fuggefted  an 
inquiry  iiuo  the  diiburfements  of  the  fupplies,  and, 
2t  length,  accompUfhed  a  refoliition  of  the  com- 
mons to  appoint  commiflioners  to  revife  the  public 

''  Ralph,  vol    i. 
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CHAP,  accounts '  *.    The  king,  mortified  by  a  meafure 
^^^J^\^  which  he  confidered  as  difrefpedfui  to  his  dignity* 
1666-7.  ^°^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  independence,  reforted  to  reme- 
dies calculated  to  procure  immediate  tranquillity, 
without  forefeeing  the  multiplied  and  lading  em- 
barrafTments  to  which  they  gave  birtb«    By  con« 
ferring  penfions  upon  fouie,  and  promifing  pre- 
fermentf  to  others,  he  purchafed  an  interval  of 
repofe  ;  while,  by  exciting  avarice,  and  cheriihing 
expedations  beyond  the  compafs  of  his  ability  to 
gratify,  he  planted  thofe  feeds  of  importunity  and 
difappointment  which  embittered  the  peace  of  his 
future  years  *  ^ . 
FA\  of  At  this  period,  the  king  refleded,  with  regret, 

CUren-  upon  the  Opportunities  of  attaining  to  independ- 
don.  gQ^g  ^j^^  abfoiute  power,  which  had  been  negle£ted 
by  the  perfons  hitherto  entrufted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs.  The  candidates  for  prefer* 
ment  artfully  fell  in  with  the  ftream  of  incidents, 
and  adapted  themfelves  to  the  prefent  temper  of 
their  mafter,  to  gratify  their  refentment,  and  to 
promote  their  fcbemes  of  perfonal  aggrandifement. 
ill  Au  ^^^y  ^2ifily  perfuaded  the  king  to  confent  to  the 
^\ee^^'  difgrace  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  as  the  means  of 
gaining  popularity,  and  re-eftablifliing  the  vigour 
of  the  monarchy.  The  pre*eminence  and  long 
continuance  of  Clarendon's  influence  had  excited 
the  envy  of  many  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  who 
were  warmly  attached  to  the  royal  family.  The 
fternnefa  of  his  virtue  over-awed  and  rebuked  the 
fafhionable  licentioufneis  of  the  court.  The  fu"* 
percilioufnefs  and  formality  of  his  external  deport* 
ment  rendered  him  ungracious  to  thofe  with 
^hom  he  converfed,  in  tranfafiions  of  bufinefs, 
^nd  the  ordinary  intercourfe  of  life*    A  partiality 

'^  Journ.  Commons,  Sept.  0&,  and  Dec. 
X^ik  of  Clarepdooy  Marvel. 
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to  the  character  of  the  king,  inclined  all  parties  to  C  H  A  P. 
impute  to  the  perfon  who  bore  the  principal  (way       I* 
in  adminiftration,  every  private  injury,  and  every  ^""^^T"^ 
public  calamity.    The  rigid  laws  aninft  diflenters,    ^^* 
and  remiflhefs  in  the  execution  of  them  i  the  negle£l 
of  indigent  loyalifts ;  the  fale  of  Dunkirk ;  the 
marriage  of  the  king ;  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  war } 
charges  in  fome  inftances  difcordant  and  incom- 
patible,  were  heaped  together,  in  order  to  unite 
men  of  oppofite  principles  and  parties,  in  that  odi- 
um and  rancour  which  purfued  the  falling  minif- 
ter.     U  was  at  the  fame  time  reprefented  to  the 
king,  that  his  affairs  were  npt  irretrievable }  that, 
by  removing  the  miqilters  who  had  hitherto  limit*' 
ed  his  authority,  apd  pbftr|i£led  his  fchemes,  hfs 
might  yet  build  ^p  prerogative,  attain  to  a  ftate  q£ 
eafe,  and  make  himfelf  independent  pn  the  favoiif. 
of  parliament'' .    The  fnare  anfwered  the  moft 
fanguine  expejElations  of  thpfe  who  lajd  it,  and 
the  king  furrendered  Clarendon  to  the  unmerite4 
and  malicious  profecutxpn  of  his  enemies '  ^. 

With  thi|$  event  coipmfsnces  a  new  epoch  in  the 
political  hiftory  of  this  reign.  It  is  croiyrd^d  with 
the  buftie,  the  intrigues,  and  the  exertion,  of  par- 
ties }  it  e^^hibitf  the  commencement,  the  prpgrefs^ 
and  the  moft  diverfified  fprm§  of  &^ion.' 

After  the  £sl11  of  CUrcncjon,  the  dpke  pf  Buck-  £^^1^ 
inghain  and  the  earl  of  Arlin^^ton  be<:ame  rivals  fchemes 
for  the  favour  oi  thjB  king,  ^htch  was  flill  con-ag««*ft^l»« 
fidered  a^  the  only  pfith  tp  ppwer  and  ofEce.    Att  yo  k°^ 
tentive,   however,  to  their  cqmmon  iptereft,  in  *^^  ' 
completing  and  eftabliihing  the  late  revolution  in 
aiminillration,  they  fupprefied  their  mutpal  anir 

'^  Cunningham's  Hiftory  of  Britain^  vol.  i.  p.  19,    Life  of 
Qr-ond. 

'  ^  Jour.  Lordd  and  Commoosy  0;fl.  and  Nov. 
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C  W  A  F  mttfltics,  and  tmited  A^r  dl&m,  ta  extirpate  any 
^^  J*  infitrence  that  temained  with  the  ftiends*  of  lord 
i^wT  Clarencfott^  °.  The  duke  of  York,  though  unable 
to  ft  op  ifte  torrent  of  oppofition  whicfr  had  over- 
whelmed  his  father-in-law,  ftill  avowed  his  attach- 
ment to  his  reiation,  and  declined  to  enter  into 
any  terms^  of  agreement  with  a  miniftry  exalted 
upon  his'  difgrace.  To  avert  the  dift^nt  profpeft 
of  feeling  his  refentment,  the  new  adminiftration,. 
at  an  cariy  period,  fomved  the  defign  of  defeating 
hi«  fuccefliion  to  the  crown.  Different  plans  of 
accompliffiing  this  important  objeft  were  fuggeft- 
ed  by  thofe  who  were  equally  interefted  in  its  fuc- 
cefs.  Some  of  them  hoped,  that  the  king  might 
be*  prevailed'  upon  to  confent  to  a  divorce,  on  ac- 
count of  rhebarrennefs  of  the  queen ;  a  meafure, 
which,  if  it  obtained  the  fanftion  of  parliament, 
could  not  fail  to  behighlv  acceptable  to  the  nation, 
originally  diffatisfied  witn  the  hiatch,  and  alarmed 
a^th€  confequences  ofan  alliance  between  their  fo- 
vereign  and  a  Roman  catholic  family.  Another 
planrof  fubverting  the  duke's  title  to  the  fuccefllon, 
not'  only  Icfs  tedious  in  execution,  but  lefs  excep- 
tionable, on  account  of  its  being  free  from  any 
charge  of  harflmefe  and*  difrefpeft  towards  the 
queen,  was  fuggefted  by  the  partial  affeftion  of 
Charles  to  his  fon,  the  dukr  of  Monnrouth.  The 
friends  of  the  latter  were  by  this  encouraged  to 
hope,  that  they  might  obtain  from  the  king  a  for- 
mal acknowledgment  and  confirmation  of  his 
having  been  married  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
mother  before  they^  cohabited  together ;  a  report 
which  many  of  the  nation  were  inclined  to  believe, 
becaufe  it  had  been  circulated  in'  converfation  \ 
and  to  fupport  with  their  influence,  becaufje  Mon- 

*^  Life  of  Jamc«,  1667-8.     Burnet,  1668. 
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mouth  ilood  high  in  their  affedioos*'*    thefe^HAf. 
ciroumflaaces  are  deferving  of  notice,  upon  ac-  v._J*, 
count  of  their  influencey  at  a  AibfieqMnt  period,  in     ,^^ 
producing  the  bill  of  exclufion,  which  was  dien  fup- 
ported  by  the  fame  perfons,  with  arguments  more 
fpecious  and  interefting  to  the  public,  than  thofe 
which  firft  fuggefted  tb^  expediency  of  fuch  a 
meafure. 

Peace  with  Holland,  defired  with  equal  anxiety  P^a^c 
by  the  king  and  the  nation,  was  the  firft  meafure  J^J|j  ^®^" 
which  employed  the  official  labours  of  the  new  ad- 
miniitration.    The  king,  who  had  never  entered 
cordially  into  the  war,  became  ftill  more  averfe  to 
it,  becaufe  France  had  fided  with  Holland.     He 
was  weary  with  foliciting  fupplies,  no  lefs  than  the 
people  were  with  granting  them*  ^.    The  revenue 
and  public  treafure  had  funk  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  and  great  arrears  were  due  to  the 
army  and  navy.     While  the  profpe£i:  of  fuccefs 
abroad  was  diminifhed  by  a  reconciliation  between 
the  States  and  the  biihop  of  Munfter,  the  nation  at 
home  was  fubjeded  to  the  moft  mortifying  infujt 
by  the  boldnefs  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  which  entered 
the  riveiF,  and  deftroyed  feveral  fliips  of  war  at 
Chatham.     The  exultation  of  the  ftates,  upon  ip^^^juney 
this  advantage,  was  damped,  and  the  views  of    ^^^"^^    . 
puihing  hoftilities  any  farther  againft  England  re- 
preifed  by  the  ambition  of  the  French  kjng,  who 
•now  began  to  trample  upon  every  form  of  jufllce, 
and  to  fill  the  furrounding  powers  on  the  continent 
with  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions.     The  de- 
jedioQ  and  difcontents  of  England,  occafioued  by 
the  l^te  fuperiority  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  terrors 
of  the  Dutch,  excited  by  the  ambition  of  France, 
difpofed  both  the  contending  powers  to  turn  their 

'  *  Life  of  Janiesy  1668,     Macpherfon*s  State  Papers. 
*«  Coke. 
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CHAP,  thoughts  towards  a  plan  of  peace,  under  the  me- 

, ^^  diation  of  Sweden*    A  negociatidn  between  Eng- 

i66-r  ^^^  ^^^  Holland  was  opened  at  Aix  la  Cbapeile, 
Aog.  which  foon  terminated  in  a  league  defenfive  againft 
1667.       France.*'. 

*3|*  J^*       The  fudden  tranfition  of  England ,  not  only  from 
war  to  peace,  but  to  the  mod  friendly  alliance 
with  Holland,  and  to  obligations  of  reciprocal  pro- 
tediion  confirmed  by  the  triple  alliance,  forms  one 
of  the  mod  fmgular  political  phenomena  that  oc* 
curs  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  The  bias 
of  the  king's  affedion  leaned  ftrongly  to  an  alli- 
ance with  France.    He  had  already  made  propo* 
fals  to  that  court,  and  had  fecretly  engaged  him* 
felf  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  injurious  to  her 
intereft.    The  minifters,  whom  he  now  employed, 
concurred  in  the  fame  prejudices  and  affedions ; 
and,  if  they  had  been  at  liberty  to  purfue  them, 
they  would  not  have  hefitated,  m  cafe  of  a  compe* 
tition,  about  preferring  the  interelts  of  France  to 
thofe  of  Holland*  ♦. 
for^i-      Many  motives,  however,  con(pired  to  recom- 
vacT^nU  ^^^^  ^o  ^^^  ^^%9  5ind  his  minifters,  a  line  of  fo- 
HoUand.   reign  policy,  di£ferent  from  that  which  they  fecretly 
favoured,  and  to  conftrain  an  external,  though,  as 
it  foon  appeared,  a  deceitful  deference  to  popular 
opinions.    The  parliament,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  had  grown  more  independent, 
iind  had  aflumed  a  more  adive  and  decifive  part 
in  the  management  of  public  bufinefs.  The  people 
at  large  began  to  enter  into  critical  difcuffion  of 
public  mealures ;  and  the  motives  of  commercial 
intereft,  or  national  refentment,  which  at  firft  en- 
gaged their  approbation  of  war  with  the  States, 
yielded  to  indignation  at  the  exorbitant  ambition 

»'  Temple's  Letters,  vol.  viii. 

'*  Letter  of  Ruvigny,    Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe,  vol.  1. 
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of  France^  which  united  England  and  Holland  by  C  H  A  P. 
a  fenfc  of  their  common  d^qger.  It  was  in  vain  for  s.^.^^1^^ 
the  miniftry,  if  they  fet  put  m  a  courfe  of  meafures    ,551^. 
repugnant  to  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  and  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  exped  that  they  would  be    ' 
able  to  extricate  the  revenue  from  the  incum- 
brances with  which  the  war  had  loaded  it,  or  to 
maintain  the  power  which  they  had  acquired.  The 
fyftem  of  foreign  policy,  recommended  to  the  king 
and  his  minifters  by  motives  of  popularity  and 
domeftic  convenience,  was,  at  the  fame  time,  moft 
flattering  to  their  own  honour,  and  the  rej)utation 
of  the  nation  abroad.     The  king  had  lately  a£led 
as  mediator  in  a  peace  between  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal.    By  entering  into  a  league  with  Holland,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  future  encroachments  of 
France  upon  the  provinces  in  Flanders,  which  was 
equally  dreaded  by  the  States,  the  Emperor,  and 
Spain,  he  would  be  regarded  as  arbiter  of  the  fate, 
and  guardian  of  the  liberties,  of  Europe^  K  Though 
the    king  himfelf  was  but  little  ftimulated  by 
motives  of  honour  and  patriotifm,  he  could  not  be 
ignorant  of  the  inconveniences  lie  might  fuffer, 
by  thwarting  meafures  fo  confiftent  with  found 
and  liberal  policy,  and  fo  earneftly  urged  by  the 
wiflies  of  his  people.  The  triple  alliance,  candidly 
afcribed  to  the  obvious  and  powerful  motives  we 
have  already  mentioned,  effaced  the  fufpicton  of 
his  attachment  to  France,  and  raftered  him  to  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  his  fubjeds^  '^. 

So 

**  Templets  Letters. 

*•  It  is  aflerted  by  fotne,  that  the  triple  league  was  infldloufly 
encouraged  by  France,  as  it  conceded  to  htr  the  conqutlls  Ibe 
Lad  alreadv  made  in  Flanders,  or  ftipulared  an  equivalent,  if 
Spain  (houid  refume  them.  If  Spain  declined  compliance  with 
either  of  thefe  alternatives,  itwonld  afford  France  a  fair  pretext 
for  renewing  the  war,  and  for  making  farther  encroachmcnis. 
Coke.     Boiingbroke's  Letters. 


CHAP.  So  far  as  we  have  ai^bta^ed  ?n  b*t  liiftbfy,  judg- 
^*^  ing  from  the  fai^s  knd  meafer^s  ^vlikflh  liave  lain 
1 668.  ^P^^  ^^  ^^'^  infpeAioh,  no  flagrtint  error  in  policy, 
nor  iniquity  fc  government,  ciin  be  irrtputed  to 
the  charaaer  of  t!he  priflce.  His  'jyropen(Tty  to 
ibften  the  rigotfr  of  tl^e  aft  of  ufffi^rm?^,  though 
it  precipitated  feim  into  ilie  violation  of  t!ie  la^w, 
was  fo  confoftant  to  knity,  and  a  :refpeft  to  his 
early  promifes  to  !fce  prefeyterians,  thit  we  might 
have  hefitated  whether  to^raife  ot  to  cenfure,  if 
the  future  meafures  of  his  rctgn  tiWl  not'exthiguilb 
all  credit  for  his  having  btcn  aftuated  by  fuch  reT- 
pedable  motiv^es.  The  perfecution  of  Clarendon, 
unjuft  and  fevere,  was  carried  <m  with  ftith  una- 
nimous and  vchetoent  rancour  by  every  party, 
that  no  commiCM^  degree  of  fortitude  ih  the  princ'e 
muft  havie  been  neceffary  to  refift  its  eflfefts,  and 
proteft  hie  minifter^  though  he  had  been  entirely 
fatisfied  with  Ms  <:onduft.  The  triple  alliance 
was  founded  up«6n  generous  and  found  maxims  of 
policy,  redounded  immediately  to  the  dignity  t)f 
the  crown  and  vBation,  and  inl\)ired  pleafmg  ex- 
peftationS)  that  Wife  meafures  would  be  purfued 
through  the  remainder  of  this  reign.     How  far 

thefc 

By  the  letters  lof  Clurles  the  Second  te  Lewis  and  x^t 
Datcheis  of  Orleanf,  it  «ppe<)rs,  ti>at  the  former  had  entered  into 
the  triple  league  without  the  confent  cff  Lewis,  bi^t,  at  the  htue 
time,  was  perfuniJcd,  that  ii  could  not  be  injurious  to  tht  i^  reach 
imereft.  That  Lewis,  however,  wusr  offended 'ivith  the  lejjgue, 
appears  from  the  Itinguaoe  oF  Ruvigny,  his  ambaflUdor  at  London, 
to  Charles,  to  whom,  renewing  his  profcilions  of  etleem  and  af- 
fe^ion  for  Lewis,  he,  Ruvigny,  replied,  That  his,  Charles's  con- 
duct had  been  but  little  anfwcraUe  to  thefe  proft/fions,  and  that 
he  knew  it  had  given  caufe  of  offence  and  nuilruft  to  his  maiier. 
Dalrymple's  Appendix,  p.  I  o. 

It  is  probable,  that,  fiocD  a  fufpicion  of  the  triple  league  being 
difagreeable  to  France,  or  upon  the  a(^ual  aotkt  of  its  being  fo. 
Lord  Clifford  faid  to  a  Friend  of  Sir  William  Temple's,  **  For  all 
*•  this,  we  muft  have  a  war  with  the  Dutch  before  it  be  long/* 
Teipple*9  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  26 1 . 
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thcfe  expe^ations  were  well  founded,  and  how  far  C  HA  P. 
either  private  virtue  or  patriotifm  mingled  among  .J'j 
the  motives  by  which  the  king  was  influenced,  and    j^^g^  . 
didated  the  fchemes  he  purfued,  will  appear  from 
the  events  which  fill  the  following  pages. 

The  caution  of  the  commons  in  granting  fap-  Charles 
plies,  and  the  firmnefs  with  which  they  had  repel-  difTatisficd 
led  every  attempt  to  difpenfe  with  the  laws,  though  p^"{|  j|" 
conducted  with  refpeft  and  qualified  with  expref*  ncnu' 
fions  of  affedtibn  to  the  prince,  infiifed  into  his 
mind  feeds  of  difguft,  which  gradually  ripened 
into  an  unconquerable  averfion  to  his  parliament. 
The  incumbrances  occafioned  by  the  kings  do- 
meftic  profufion,  as  well  as  the  neceflfary  difburfe- 
ments  during  the  war,  difpofed  him  eagerly  to 
liften  to  any  plan  for  the  augmentation  of  his  re« 
venue,  independently  of  the  favour  of  parliament, 
ever  precarious  and  annexed  to  ftipulations  dero* 
gatory  to  his  dignity  and  power. 

As  an  early  attachment  inclined  the  king  to 
prefer  an  alliance  with  France  to  that  of  any  other 
nation*^  fo,  her  religion,  her  political  interefts, 
her  military  powers,  feemed  to  render  her  both 
able  and  difpofed  to  aflift  his  defigns  of  acquiring 
an  independent  fubfiftence  and  aa  abfolute  fway. 
The  extenfion  of  dominion  by  the  annexation  of 
the  provinces  of  Flanders  belonging  to  Spain  and 
Holland,  prefented  the  moil  alluring  bait  to  the 
ambition  of  France,  and  could  only  be  ob(tru£ted 
by  the  interference  of  England,  which,  fo  far  as 
the  fentiments  and  true  interefts  of  that  nation 
were  regarded,  (he  had  every  reafon  to  exped^  *. 

An  alliance  fo  favourable  to  the  fchemes  of  Secret 
Charles  and  Lewis  had  probably  beenprojefted  by  ^"^^^'y  be- 
both  of  them,  previous  to  any  dircft  communi-  qj^^^"^ 

and  Lcw- 
*'  D:^Eftradc$*lettcn.  ,     ii. 

**  Letters  of  Colbeit. 
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C  H  A.P.  cation  of  their  fentiments  to  each  other.    The  for- 
^^J-       mer  firft  intimated  his  friendly  inclinations  to  the 
1668.     Isit^c^  ^y  ^^^  intervention  of  ihe.  queen-mother, 
and  his  fitter  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  well  quali- 
fied, by  fituation  and  zeal,  to  be  agents  in  this 
bufinefs*^.      No  attention  and  no    pains    were 
,^  omitted  by  Lewis  to  encourage  the  advances  and 
correfpondence  of  Charles,  and  to  improve  them 
into  a  durable  bond  of  union,  fubfervient  to  his 
fchemes  of  invading  the  territories  of  his  neigh- 
^°&*        hours.    Colbert  was  difpatched  into  England  to 
'^'*       converfe  with  Charles  concerning  the  plan  of  an 
***y*       alliance  with  France.    The  dutchefs  of  Orleans 
*^^       made  a  vifit  to  her  brother,  to  enforce  and  to 
haften  the  negociations  of  the  French  ambafla- 
dor'"".    All  the  articles  of  alliance  were  at  laft 
agreed  to  and  ratified  by  a  fecret  treaty  between 
Charies  and  Lewis".     Though  it  was  neceflary 
to  condu£l  a  treaty  odious  to  the  people  of  England 
with  the  utmoft  addrefs  and  fecrecy,  yet  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution  without  the  know- 
ledge and  conci{rrence  of  the  perfons  entrufted 
with  the  official  departments  of  government.    The 
fecret  was  firft  imparted  to  a  few  who  were  friends 
to  the  Roman  catholic  religion.     1  he  king,  at  a 
private  meeting  held  in  the  duke  of  York's  clofet, 
at  which  the  duke  of  York  himfelf,  lord  Arundel, 
lord  Arlington,  and  fir  Thomas  Clifford,  all  Ro- 

*^  Letter  of  Charles  to  the  queen -mother.     Ralph,  vol,  i. 
P  »5a 

'**  Teflament  politique  dc  Colbert,  p.  2^7- 
'  The  prinapal  articles  of  this  treaty  were,  that  Lewis 
and  Charles  were  to  join  io  a  war  again ll  Holland  ;  that  king 
Charles  was  to  receive  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  dc* 
daring  himfelf  a  Roman  catholic ;  and  that  France  was  to 
aflift  him  with  troops,  ihould  his  fubjedis  rebel,  Dalrymple's 
'  Appendix,  p.  30,  This  rreaty  was  figned  by  the  carl  of  Arun- 
del, fir  Thomas  Clifford,  and  Gr  John  Beeling,  ift  June,  and 
ratified  by  Lewis,  loth  June  1670. 

man 
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man  catholics,  were  prefent,  declared  his  zeal  for  C  H  A  P. 
the  Roman  catholic  religion,  and  advifed  with  ^- 
them  concerning  the  proper  means  of  advancing  it  ^"^668^ 
in  his  dominions' ^.  The  refult  of  this  conver- 
fation  was  what  the  king  wifhed,  and  had  already 
confelnted  to  in  his  private  treaty  with  Lewis; 
namely,  that  this  bold  deiign  could  only  be  carried 
into  execution  in  conjunftion  with  France.  For 
this  purpofe  lord  Arundel  was  fent  over  to  eze« 
cute  a  formal  treaty,  upon  the  terms  already  fpe<> 
cified  in  the  private  correfpondence  between 
Charles  and  Lewis.  This  treaty,  though  condud* 
ed  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy^  did  not  efcape  the  fuf- 
picions  of  the  nation  at  (be  period  when  it  was 
tranfaded' ',  nor  could  it  be  fulfilled  without  an 
open  and  avowed  alliance  between  England  and 
France.  The  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  firfl  treaty,  was  fent  to  the  court  of 
France  to  carry  compliments  of  condolence  upon 
the  death  of  the  dutchefs  of  Orleans ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  negociate  a  treaty,  nearly  the  fame 
with  that  which  bad  been  privately  concluded  be- 
tween Charles  and  Lewis'  ♦. 

It  now  remained  that  the  king  ihould  make  Qi^j^^ac- 
choice  of  fuch  coufifellors  as  were  moft  capable  of  tersof  the 
aififting  him  in  the  crooked  and  odious  fyftem  of  mioiftcrs. 
policy,  which  he  had,  to  his  difgrace,  bound  him- 
felf  to  adopt.    Diffimulatioi^,  fecrecy,  intrepidity, 
difaffeSion,  or  indifference  to  the  religion  and 

'*  Life  of  James,  1669.     Macpherfon's  Sute  Papers. 

' '  State  Trads,  time  of  Charles. 

'♦  £cbard,vol.  iii.  p.  255.  The  article  of  reHgion  was  fup- 
prelTedy  as  too  odious  to  be  endured  by  the  nation.  At  the 
fame  rime,  that  the  king  might  not  lofe  any  part  of  the  premium 
which  induced  him  to  conned  himfelfwith  France*  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  (lipulated  upon  the  condition  of 
declaring  hlmftlf  a  Roman  catholic,  was  added  to  the  fum  he 
was  tg  receive  on  account  of  his  declaring  war  againll  Holland. 
Dalr\'inplc*s  Appendix,  p.  70.  Rcreiby, 

C  2  c'onftitution 
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C  H^A  P.  conftitution  of  their  country,  were  the  qualkiet 
principally  requifite  in  men  eiigaged  to  purfue  a 
feries  of  meafures  full  of  innovation,  fatal  to  li- 
berty } ,  and  expofed  to  the  moft  violent  oppofition* 
from  the  combined  influence  of  prejudice  and 
principle.  Five  perfons,  fir  Thomas  Clifford,  tb^ 
earl  of  Arlington,  the  duke  of  Buckingham^ 
Afliley  Cooper,  and  the  earl  of  Lstuderdale,  wer« 
the  little  council  feleftcd  by  the  king,  to  carry  intd 
execotion  his  plan  of  changing  the  conftitution  and 
the  religion  of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  as  the  prefent 
confederacy  correfponded  with  the  initial  letters  of 
their  names,  they  received  the  denomination  of 
the  Cabal.  Thefe  men  were  not  united  by  har- 
mony of  political  fenttmcnt,  or  by  any  bond  of 
affedion  or  party,  previous  to  the  affociation  into 
which  they  were  now  formed  by  the  choice  of 
their  fovereign.  Some  of  them  had  profefled  to- 
entertain  views  of  policy  and  of  the  intereft  of 
England,  very  different  from  the  purppfe  of  their 
prefent  coalition.  Among  others  of  them,  com- 
petitions and  animofities  had  fubfifted,  which^ 
though  apparently  fuppieflfed,  were  not  in  reality 
extingililhed :  and  fortunately  for  the  nation,  they 
broke  out  afreflif  cauied  a  divifion  among  them, 
and  faved  the  liberties  of  England,  as  foon  as  the 
king  began  to  be  ftaggered  with  the  complaints 
and  remonftrances  of  parliament^  '•  The  choice 
of  the  king,  however,  was  not  fixed,  without  9 
regard  to  talents,  which  recommended  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cabal  to  a  preference,  for  the  fervices 
he  intended  to  exaft  from  them.  Arlington  and 
Clifford  were  attached,  with  all  the  zeal  of  new 
profelytes,  te  the  Roman  catholic  faith,  which  was 
a  principal  obje£t  of  the  alliance  with  France. 

'^  North's  Exainen.  p.  453.    Memorial  oFRuvign^t  Dal. 
Ap.  Life  of  JameSy  1670. 
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The  former  had  been  converfant  in  affairs  abroad,  CHAP, 
gnd  bad  acquired  a  great  influence  over  the  mind  ^  _^ 
of  the  king,  from  having  participated  in  his  plea-    J^^  • 
fures,  and  accommodated  himfelf  to  his  temper. 
The  latter  had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  ready 
fpeaker  in  the  houfe  of  .commons,  and  had'  ac- 
quired reputatioji  for  capacity,  and  application  in 
the  management  of  bufanefs'*  The  patronage  of 
the  dutchefs  of  Orleans,  which  Buckingham  ea- 
joved  as  long  as  flie  lived,  and  tb^  ardour  with 
wnich  he  entered  into  the  French  imereft,  fupport- 
ed  his  claim  to  be  admitted  into  the  coun&ls  of 
the  cabal,  notwithflanding  his  having  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  king,  by  the  infolence  of  his 
behaviour.    The  transcendent  abilities  of  Aihley 
Cooper  rendered  his  fupport  defirable,  and  his  op- 
pofition  formidable  to  every  party.     The  «arl  of 
Lauderdale,  by  uniting  zeal  for  the  prerogative, 
with  flexibility  of  temper,  and  compliance  with 
the  wayward  humours  and  unfettled  refolutions  of 
the  king,  gained  a  firmer  hold  of  his  confidence, 
than  any  miniller  he  ever  employed.     The  mem- 
bers of  the  cabaf,  as  an  encourageqient  for  their 
fervices,  received  donations  of  money  from   the 
French  king,  and  diftinguifhed  preferments  from 
their  own  prince'' 

From  the  time  that  the  alliance  with  France  Meafurcs 
was  projefted,  the  king  had  taken  indireft  mea-  ^^^^^  «« 
fures  to  teftify  his  partiality  for  Lewis,  and  to  put  ^^"^p 
himfelf  in  a  condition  of  rendering  him  more  open  ^ 
and  fubilantial  fervices.  French  ofHcers  and  Tailors 
were  trained  in  the  Englifh  fleet ;  naval  and  mi- 
iitary  improvements,  difcovered  in  England,  were 

'•   fUlcffield,  duke  of  Buckingham,  vol.  ii    Burnet. 

^'  Barner.  Lauderdale  Wiis  made  a  dnke  j  A fh Icy  Cooper  a 
peer,  by  the  titJe  of  the  e^rl  of  Shaftfbury';  Clifford  was  M> 
^nobkd,  and  made  lordtreafurer;  Arliogton  was  made feciet  r/ 
offtatc. 

imparted 
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CHAP,  imparted  to  the  French  court'  ■.     By  a  meafure, 
^'_    more  treacherous  and  abufive  of  the  confidence 
16^0!    ^^  parliament,  Charles  forwarded  his  preparations 
'  '     for  entering  into  an  efficient  alliance  with  France, 
Updfer  the  pretext  of  an  alarm  from  the  augmen- 
tation  of  the  French  fleet,  he  folicited  a  fupply   • 
from  the  commons,  to  enable  him  to  fit  out  fifty- 
two  (hips  of  the  line  ;   and,  in  order  more  effec- 
tually to  lull  fufpicions,  he  repeated  his  alTurances 
of  attachment  to  the  national  religion,  and  his 
lefolution  to  execute,  with  rigour,  the  laws  againft 
the   Roman   catholics'*.      The  fupply  obtained 
was  bafely  applied  to  the  fupport  of  that  power 
which  it  was  intended  to  control.     He  fent  Mr. 
Coventry  ambaffador  to  Stockholm,  to  co-operate 
with  the  French  agents  in  detaching  Sweden  from    ; 
the  triple  alliance.     The  parliament,  which  was 
prorogued  to   the  twenty-fecond  of  April    one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy  one,  was.  In 
confequence  of  repeated  prorogations,  prevented 
from    meeting    for  the  difpatch  of  bufmefs  till 
the  fourth'  of  February  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  feventy  three.     Prince  Rupert,  lord  keeper 
Bridgeman,  Mr,  fecretary  Trevor,  and  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  were  removed  from  the  council  of 
foreign  affairs,  that  they  might  not  give  any  ob« 
flruftion  to  the  meafures  the  king  was  bound  to 
purfue,  in  conformity  to  his  engagements  with 
France.*  °. 
Arbitrary      Under  the  dominion  of  the  cabal,  en^iancipated 
mcafnrcs  from  the  control  of  oppofing  counfcllors,  and  the 
of  admini-  ^^^  ^£  parliament,  all  difguife  was  laid  afide,  and 
the  moft  violent  meafures  were  attempted,  to  ac- 
id Fcbru-  complifh  the  ends  of  the  French  treaty.     Thq 

'  •  Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe,  vol.  1. 

3  9  Journ.  Commons,    14th  Feb.  167O1  aad  13th  March 
1671. 

♦^  Kennet.    Life  of  Ormond. 

triple 
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triple  league  was  diflblved ;  war  was  declared  CHAP, 
againft  Holland  upon  the  mod  frivolous  pretences,  '* 
and  the  commencement  of  it  was  attended  with 
the  moft  difhonourable  circumftances^'.  The 
navigation  ad  was  fufpended.  A  proclamation 
was  publifhed,  for  maintaining  ftridt  difcipline  in 
the  army,  in  order  to  palliate  the  offence  occafioned 
by  the  additional  numbers  of  foldiers  quartered 
in  the  country.  To  fuperfede  the  neceifity  of 
fummoning  a  parliament  to  grant  fupplies,  the  ex- 
chequer was  (hut,  and  the  fums,  due  to  many  of 
bis  fubje£ts,  were  applied  by  the  king  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  fleet  and  army^*.    A  declaration  for 

liberty 

^'  The  preteocesy  under  vbtch  war  was  declared  againft  Hol- 
land, are  acknowledged  to  be  friyolousy  even  by  authors  partial 
to  the  court.  Some  of  tbem  were  fo  triflings  that  the  very  notice 
of  them  degraded  the  dignity  of  aaminiftration.  They  com- 
plained of  libels,  iftedaist  and  pidores  in  Holland^  which  were 
an  affront  to  the  king.  Other  reaibns,  of  a  more  ferious  com- 
plexion,  fuch  as  infults  and  wrongs  committed  againft  the  India 
company,  were  fuggefted  by  the  influence  of  the  court.  The  in* 
fult  to  the  Britifli  ffag,  inrolled  in  the  lift  of  provocations,  was 
defigoedly  eouned  by  the  Lngliflif  and  amounted  to  no  more  than 
this-**that  a  Dutch  adi^ira),  with  bis  fleet,  upon  the  eoaft  of  Hol- 
land, had  refufed  to  ftrike  fail,  when  required  by  a  captain  of 
one  of  the  king's  yachts  ;  and,  after  all,  the  Dutch  ofl^ered  any 
fatisfadiion  the  king  (hould  think  fit  to  demand.  But  no  fooner 
was  one  complaint  obviated,  than  another  was  ftarted ;  and 
Downing,  who  was  fcnt  to  Holland  to  make  complaints,  returned 
with  all  poOible  haite,  as  if  he  had  been  <ifraid  ot  receiving  latis* 
fa^ory  anfwers.  North's  I^xamcn.  Coke.  Temple,  vol.  ii.  and 
iii.     Secret  Hiliory  of  Enrope,  vol.  i.  p.  1  )8. 

The  war  commenced  with  dilhonourable  circum fiances,  A 
fleet  wasfent  out,  under  the  comvaAtid  of  fir  Robert  Ho!nieS|  to 
captivate  the  Dutch  Smyrnj  fleet,  previous  to  iS^  declarution  of 
w^r.  The  failure  of  tius  ex})edit:un  was  a  great  difappointmeiit 
to  the  cabal,  who  cxpe^ed  to  projure  fuch  a  turn  by  tne  j  n^es, 
as  would  enable  them  to  carry  on  tiie  war  without  aid  from  par* 
liament.     Ibid 

♦*  The  exchequer  was  twice  flut;  lirft,  on  the  8th  Jan. 
, 1 672  to  the  3 .  ft  Dec.  ibjif  and  ag^in  on  the  3 1  ft  Dec.  1 67 a  to 
the  6th  May  1673.     1^  ^^  cxpeded  by  the  cabal,  that  the  de» 

untioii 
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CH  A'P.ijjiberty  of  confcience  was  again  publiibed,  as  the 
^  *•       pioft  eflfedual  method  of  recoaciling  diffenterg  of 
^5^2.    ^^^n  defcripiion  to  the  meafures  of  adminiftra- 
tion.     The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  his 
,own  authority,  iifiied  writs  for  the  eledion  of 
members  to  fupply  tb^  vacancies  in  parliament^'. 
In  order  to  fupprefs  the  murmurs,  and  overawe 
(he  complaints,  which  a  feries  of  meafure6,fo  arbi- 
trary and  dangerous,  could  not  fail  to  provoke, 
June,     .  ^  proclamation  was  publifiied,  threatening  fevere 
1672.       pupiihment  againft  all  perfons  who  prefumed,  by 
writing  or  fpeajcing,  io  publiih  falfe  news,  or  to 
ii^termeddle  wich  t,he  affairs  of  ftate,  or  with  the 
perfops  of  any  of  his  majefty's  counfellors  and 
miniflers. 
War  with      The  War  with  Holland  was  profecuted  with 
HolJaod.  aftivity,  but  was  not  attended  with  the   fuccefs 
which  had  been  anticipated  by  the  cabal,  and 
which  was  neceflfary  to  realize  the  fchemes  of  in- 
dependence and  power  grafped  at  by   Charles. 
The  wifdom  and  enterprife  of  the  young  prince  of 
Orange,  now  reftored  to  the  prerogatives  of  his 
anceftors,  united  the  councils  and  animated  the 
refolutions  of  all  the  ftates,  and  difplayed  the  mod 
glorious  and  fortunate  efforts  of  defence  againft  the 

teotion  of  money,  and  the  Dntch  (jx>ils,  would  fuoerfede  all  fup* 
plies.  It  is  alTerted,  that,  after  the  refulotion  of  (nutting  the  ex- 
chequer was  adopted  by  the  cabii],  the  execution  of  it  was  fuf-  . 
pended,  till  they  and  their  friends  h^d  drawn  out  the  fums  due 
to  them  by  goveromeot^-Honefiy  the  bed  policy.  Somers' 
Col.  vol.  vii.  p.  363. 

^'  l^his  power,  afTumed  by  the  chancellor,  had  been  hitherto 
exercifed  by  him  only  after  receiving  the  fpeaker's  warrant.  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  indrument  of  throwing  fome  additional 
weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  crown,  by  accelerating  or  delaying 
the  time  of  ele^ion,  fo  as  to  favour  the  interefl  of  the  candidates 
devoted  to  the  court.  This,  however,  muil  have  been  inconiider- 
able;  audit  rather  appears  to  have  been  intended  to  ferve  lord 
Shafcfbury  s  own  political  views  in  the  elections  for  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  where  bis  intereft  lay.    North's  Exameo,  p.  s^' 

combined 
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combi|ie4  force  of  England  and  France.  By  en- 
tering into  an  alliance  both  v^itb  the  Emperor  and 
with  Spain,  he  difappointed  that  rapidity  of  con-  "l6^ 
queft,  upon  which  the  Engliih  and  French  mo-  unfuccefs- 
narcbs  bad  confidently  reckoned  from  the  fupe-  ^"J*  ' 
riority  of  their  jarms  ;  and  upon  the  accomplifh- 
meat  of  which,  the  independence  and  arbitrary 
views  of  the  former  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  fuf- 
pended.  The  temporary  fupplies,  once  and  again 
derived  from  (hutting  the  exchequer,  were  ex- 
haufted.  The  funds,  raifed  out  of  the  Dutck 
fpoils,  fell  fhort  of  expedation  i  and  necefTity  once 
more  conftrained  Charles  to  fupplicate  aid  of  that 
very  parliafnent,  upon  which  it  was  the  objed  of 
the  war  to  render  himfelf  independent. 

Two  expedients  only  were  left  to  the  choice  of  Jj^^.^'^g 
the  king,  by  which  he  could  expeft  to  perfeveie  [^d  oFplll! 
in  the  fvftem  of  political  meafures  he  had  adopted,  Uament. 
in  conjundioh  with  the  court  of  France.  By 
fmoothnefs  of  addrefs,  and  by  anticipating  the  wi(h 
of  his  people,  in  retrading  fome  of  the  mod  odious 
exertions  of  prerogative,  which  had  taken  place 
during  the  long  recefs  of  parliament,  the  king 
might  hope  to  footh  the  commons  into  an  appro- 
bation of  the  war,  and  to  obtain  fupplies  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  army,  which  might  be  employ- 
ed, at  fome  future  period,  as  the  inflrument  of 
arbitrary  power;  or,  by  afluming  the  language  of 
boldnefs  and  refolution,  parliament  might  be  over- 
awed, oppoTition  difconcerted  m  its  firft  formation^ 
and  an  eafy  and  complete  vi£fcory  obtained  over 
the  liberties  of  his  people*  If  the  former  of  thefe 
was  preferred,  or  if  the  king  fliould  ever  betray 
any  inclination  to  relent  or  to  yield,  in  one  frngle 
point,  to  the  oppofition  of  parliament,  the  cabal 
had  reafon  to  apprehend,  not  only  a  fpeedy  diflblu- 
tion,  and  the  extindion  of  their  polirical  influence, 
but  aiTo  to  dread  utter  difgrace  and  fiiin  from 

^        the 
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•  the  vengeance  of  ap  offended  nation.  As  their  in- 
tereft  prompted  them  to  recommend  an  unfliaken 
firmnefs  to  the  king,  fo  the  worft  effefts,  that  couM 
flow  from  it,  were  the  violent  meafures  of  oppo- 
fition  in  parliament,  which  would  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  accoraplifliing,  by  more  direft  fteps^ 
a  change  in  the  conflitution,  the  objedl  of  their 
confederacy.  The  bold  fpirit  of  the  cabal,  more 
than  the  timid  difpofition  of  the  monarc!.,  dic- 
tated the  fpeecb  by  which  the  king  addrefled  bis 
parliament,  which  met,  for  the  tenth  feffion,  on 
the  fourth  of  February  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  feventy -three.  He  aiTumed  the  language  of 
high  authority.  He  faid,  that  he  had  feen  the 
good  effects  of  his  declaration  for  iilduigence ; 
that  he  would  take  it  ill  to  receive  contradidion, 
and  that  he  was-  firmly  refolved  to  adhere  to  it. 
The  earl  of  Shaftlbury,  as  chancellor,  followed 
his  majefty,  with  a  minute  detail  of  the  provoca- 
tions of  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  juftify  the  war ; 
TiTid  held  forth  nothing  lefs  than  their  utter  defti  ac- 
tion, as  eiTential  to  repair  the  injured  honour,  and 
to  fccure  the  future  profperity  of  the  Englifh<rown. 
He  concluded  with  the  moft  fulfome  panegyric 
upon  the  patriotifm  and  virtues  of  the  prince, 
which,  compared  with  the  fentiments  he  ever  after 
held,  exhibits  the  moft  ftriking  example  of  verfa- 
tility  and  felf-contradidlion,  that  can  be  felefted 
,^  from  thehiftoryof  any  political  charaAer. 
and  iinn  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  temperate  meafures  purfued  by 
conduaofthe  commons,  difappointed  all  the  conclufions  to 
the  com-  v^hich  the  fchemes  of  the  court  were  adapted;  and 
"^°**  broke  to  pieces,  without  any  conflift  or  ftruggle, 
a  confederacy,  armed  for  the  deftruftion'  of  the 
liberty  and  religion  of  England.  The  commons 
gratified  the  king's  defire,  in  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker ; 
they  unani'moufly  voted  a  fupply  of  eighteen 
months  afle0ment,  at  the  rate  of  feventy  thoufand 

pounds 
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pounds  a  month ;  they  addrefled  him  in  the  moft  CHAP, 
affedionate   expreffidns  of  loyalty :  but  they  ex-  /^' 
eluded  thofe  members  who  had  been  returned  upon     ^5^^ 
the  writs  iffued  by  the  chancellor ;  and  boldly  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  declaration  for  indulgence, 
as  a  violation  of  law,  and  dangerous  to  the  confti- 
tution**.  ,  And  thus,  by  a  well-timed  mixture  of 
patriotifm   and  loyiilty,  they  avoided  giving  any 
offence  to  thofe  who  were  attached  to  the  monar- 
chy, and  cut  off  any  reafonable   pretext  of  com- 
plaint  from  the  king ;  while,  at   the  fame  time, 
they  carried  along  with  them   the  approbation  qf 
all  who  were  friends  to   the  conftitution.     The 
confidence  of  the  members  of  the  cabal  began  now 
to  be  ihaken,  and  their  counfels  to  be  divided. 
Some  of  them  exhorted  the  king  to  adhere  tena- 
cioiilly  to  his  indulgence,  while  others,  fufpefting 
from  the  refolute  oppofition  of  parliament,  and 
the  wavering  of  the  king,  who  gave  up  the  quef- 
tion  about  the  writs,  that  the  ground,  on  which  ^[^f^'s*^ 
they  ftood,  was  no  longer  tenable,  deferted  from  .abal. 
the  court,  and  enfured  their   perfonal  fafety,  by 
expofing  thofe  meafures  of  which  they  had  been 
the  principal  abettors  * ' . 

The  king  remained  for  a  few  days  in  a  ftate  of 
perplexity  and  fufpenfe.  He  put  on  the  counte- 
nance of  obftinacy.  He  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
houfe  of  lords,  complaining  of  the  commons,  and 
foliciting  tfeeir  fupport  to  maintain  his  declaration,  i  ft  March. 
The  difapprobation  of  many  of  the  members  of  ^"^*'^' 
both  houfes,  whom  he  had  reckoned  upon  as  allied. 
friends,  privately  intimated  to  him,  and  backed 
by  the  preffing  entreaties  of  the  French  ambaffador, 
jn  the  name  of  his  mafter,  at  laft  entirely  over- 
came the  refolution  of  Charles ;  and,  as  if  it  had 

H  Journ.  Commons,  5th,  7th,  loth,  26tb)  2jth  February, 
♦*  Echard,  toI.  iii, 

been 
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CHAP,  been  to  atone  for  j^ft  offences,  he  recall^  his  in* 

^ ^'^ dulgence,  with  expreflions  of  pienitence  and  iadig- 

jgyL^    nation**^.    The  commons    having  facceeded   m 
their  oppofition  to  the  indulgence,  both  houfes 
now  turned  their  attention  to  flrengthen  the  barri- 
ers of  the  conftitution  in  that  quarter  into  which 
t^e  king  had  repeatedly  aHempted  to  pufli  the  ufur- 
Addrtfs    P^^^^™  ®^  prerogative.     A  joint  addrels  was  prc- 
9ffan&     fented  py  both  houfes  of  parliament,  reprefenting 
Koman     the  dangers  ariiing  from.popifii  recnfants,  and  pray* 
catholics,  jng  the  king  to  i:omHfiand  priefts  and  jefuits  to  de- 
part from  the  kingdom,  axul  to  difband  all  ofScers 
and  foldiers  who  refuied  to  take  the  oaths  ^  ^ .    This 
zddT£i&  alfo  met  with  a  favourable  anfwer  from 
the  king. 
Tcff  Ae,     A  more  impregpable  and  lading  fepcc  for  the 
proteftion  of  the  church  of  England  the  3eal  of 
this  parliament  railed,  by  obtaining  th^  royal  aflent 
to  tne  tefl  a£i,  which  excluded  from  any  office  or 
place  of  truft  and  profit,  all,  who  did  not  re- 
nounce the  dodrine  of  traniubilantiatipn,   and 
receive    the  facrament   of  the   Lord's    Supper, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land*^.   It  is  a  curious  and  memorable  circum- 
ftance,  that  an  aft,  which  Apt  thedopr  of  prefer- 
ment againft  theproteftantdifienters,  and  doomed 
them  to  the  fame  political  incapacity  with  Roman 
catholics,  not  only  paiTed  without  any  pppofitlon 
from  the  former  ^  but,  that  it  was  promoted  by 
Kefleau   ^^^  ^^^  refpeftable  leaders  of  their  party. 
mm.     *       This  concefCon  of  the  proteftant  diffenters  has 
been  often  applauded  by  their  friends,  as  a  Angu- 
lar example  of  prudence  and  generofity  ;  becaufe 
they  facrificed  their  rights  and  refentments,  to  the 

♦*  Echard,  Colbert's  Letters  to  Lewis,  Dal.  Ap,  p.  94. 

■•'  Journ.  Lords,  7th  March, 

^^  Joarn.  Lords,  29th  March. 

dread 
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<kead  of  impending  pofiery,  and  the  fecurity  of  C  H  A  P« 
die  reformed  religion**.     Trieir   conduct  upon     J* 
Hob  occafion^  whether  examined  by  the  rules  of    ^^.^^ 
probily,  or  tlie  diSaies  of  enlightened   charity, 
will  be  found   deferving  of  explicit  and  marked 
expreffions  of  condeniBatioa.     rrofefiing  to  guard 
againft  popery,  did  not  the  diflenters  a^  under  the 
inSuence  of  its  worft  principles  ?  Did   they  aot 
abandon  tjieir  rights,  as  men  and  as  chriftians? 
rights,  the  renunciation  of  which,  for  a  (ingle  day^ 
no  fear  of  danger,  nor  profpeft  of  future  peace^ 
can  juftify,  at  the  tribunal  of  confcience. 

The  e\'ent  of  providence  has  inftruded  us,  by 
this,  and  every  fimilar  experiment,  to  reprobate 
the  imprudence,  as  well  as  the  immorality  of  thai 
maxim^  That  it  is  lawful  to  do  evil,  when  good 
may  be  obtained  by  it.  A  bill  br<]»ught  in  for  the 
relief  of  the  proteftant  diflenters,  as  the  reward 
of  their  confent  to  the  teft  ad:,  was  defeated  by  th£ 
difagreementof  the  two  houies,  and  the  adjourn  • 
Dent  of  parliament.  And  thus,  the  temporizing  ^^^ 
fpirit  of  the  diflenters  has  tranfmitted  bondage  to  MdrdL 
thdr  pofterity,  which  the  liberality  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  never  could  have  inipofed ;  but 
from  which  even  that  libeiality  is  not  adequate  to 
emancipate  them,  while  it  is  counteracted  by  reli- 
gious bigotry,  and  the  timid  policy  of  thofe  who 
difpenfe  the  favours  of  government* 

An'  aiddrefs   of  the  commons,  complaining  of  Addrcli 
grievances,  attended  the  fupplies  ^ " ;  but  it  is  re-  f <^nccrn- 
markable,  that  the  moft  obnoxious  meafures  which  an^Jj '^  ' 
had  been  carried  on  during  the  adminiilration  of 
the  cabal,  were   not  only  omitted,  but  fcreened 
from  future  crimination,  by  an  ad  of  indemnity, 
extending  to  every  offence  committed  againft   tbc 

^*  Qurnet,  &c. 
'^  JoHrc.  Commons,  ijih  Mifwh, 

ftate^ 


30  THE    HISTORY    OP 

C  HA  P.  ftate,  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March^  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundfed  and  feventy-three' '. 
^  Such  delicate  forbearance  in  the  enumeration  of 
grievances,  followed  by  a  meafure  cancelling  the 
deepelt  political  guilt,  was  the  price  oppofition 
paid  for  the  fervices  of  the  revolted  members  of 
the  cabal,  who  afterwards  became  their  champi- 
ons, and  puihed  hoftilities  againft  the  court  to  the 
greateft  extremities,  which  brought  the  govern- 
ment to  the  brink  of  a  revolution. 

From  this  period,  through  every  fucceeding  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles,  we 
behold  a  fixed  and  powerful  ^  ppofition  to  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  court.  Though  this  may  be  accounted 
for,  in  feme  degree,  by  that  jealoufy  of  French 
and  popifli  influence,  which  fpread  over  the  na- 
tion, and  was  but  too  well  juftified  by  the  fecret 
intrigues  and  open  proceedings  of  the  court ;  yet 
oppofition  never  Go\ild  have  attained  to  fuch  con* 
fiftency  and  vigour,  if  it  had  not  been  conducted 
with  diftinguifbed  ability,  and  encouraged,  at  the 
fame  time^  by  an  increafing  diftrufl:  of  the  ftCadi- 
nefs  and  refolution  of  the  prince.  Of  all  the 
members  of  the  cabal,  no  one  had  gained  fuch 

.  *■  Tlie  grievances  enumerated  were:  an  impontionof  twelve 
pence  per  chaldron  on  coals,  by  an  order  of  the  privy  council^ 
fur  providing  convoys:  the  danger  and  ng  from  the  plan,  pro 
pofed  by  his  majcfty's  proclamation,  for  trying  offences  commit- 
ted by  loldiers  ;  and  the  irregularities  and  abufes,  occafioned  by 
the  preffing  of  foldiers,  and  quanering  them  in  private  families. 
Many  grievances  in  Ireland  were  alfo  enumerated,  and  referred, 
principally,  to  indulgences  given  to  the  Roman  catholics  in  thdt 
kingdom.     Jouro.  Commons,  25th  March. 

This  addrefs  was  cxprefTcd  in  terms  of  great  rcfj^e^  to  the 
king,  and  concludes  with  obferving,  That,  though  it  had  betn 
thecourfe  of  former  parfuments,  to  deiire  a,  redrcfs  of  griev- 
ances, before  they  granted  fapplies ;  yet  they  bad  fuch  full  affur- 
ance  of  his  myjclly's  tendernefs  and  rt^gard  for  Lis  people,  thit 
they  humblv  pruflr;iicdthemrclvesat  his  feet  with  their  petitions. 
ibid. 

afcendant 
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aficendant  over  the  counfels   of  the  prince,  as  the  C  HA  P. 
carl  of  Shaftfbury. '  To  his  influence  in  particular,     ^^^ 

there  feems  to  be  fufficient  evidence  for  afcribing  < .^.^ 

the  (hutting  of  the  exchequer:  the  ifluing  writs, Oppofitioi 
under  the  feal  of  the  chancellor,  fornew  eledions:  ^t  Sha&- 
the  proclamation  for  fufponding  penal  laws  againft  ^^^^  ^ 
non-conformifts;  and  the  keen  and  impolitic  pro- 
fecution  (^f  the  fecond  Dutch  war.  To  thefe  mea- 
fures,  a£  we  have  now  feen,  were  owing  the  decline 
o£  the  king's  popularity,  and  the  fudden  iranntion 
of  parliament  from  loyal  and  implicit  confidence, 
to  fufpicion  of  his  defigns,  and  hatred  to  his  mi- 
nifters.  It  were,  perhaps,  too  refined  to  aifert, 
that  Shaftfbury  fuggefled  obnoxious  mearures, 
with  a  deliberate  and  formed  purpofe  of  enfnaring 
the  king;  and  of  deferting  him  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  after  he  had  made  a  breach  between  him 
and  his  people'*,  Shaftfbury  was  probably  fin- 
cere  in  his  hatred  to  Holland,  and  wifhed  to  ex' 

'*  It  IS  probable,  diat  Shaftfbury^  at  (irfty  refolved  to  (land 
by  the  king ;  and  that  his  revolt  was  occafioned  by  the  king*s 
wavering  condu^y  particularly  in  the  affair, of  the  wriis:  for, 
when  the  new  writs  were  iffued  by  the  fptaker,  it  is  aflerted. 
that  he  refufcd  for  fbme  days  to  ieal  them  ;  declaring  it  to  bean 
eotreochment  upon  prerogatt?e.  And  when  he  was  obliged  to 
do  it,  by  his  mnj^fly's  poOtive  command,  he  went  home,  and 
tamed  his  back  upon  the  feaJers.     Somers,  vi)\.  vii.  p.  ^70, 

Shaftfbury  aJone,  of  all  the  members  of  the  cabal^  was  nei- 
ther the  objed  of  impeachment,  nor  mentioned  in  any  addrefs  of 
grievance.  The  fl)ock,  which  his  fudden  and  bold  oppofition  had 
given  to  the  fpirit  and  meafures  of  the  court,  completely  oblite- 
rated the  guilt  he  had  contn^ed  by  his  former  affociation  with 
miniilry.  The  declining  interest  of  Buckingham,  Arlington,  and 
Clifford,  who  were  marked  as  the  fi  A  vi(ftiros  of  popular  re- 
fentment,  mitigated  the  feverity  with  which  the  commons  fet 
out,  in  collet  in^materials  of  impeachment  againfl  them  ;  and 
they  were  fuffcrcd  to  withdraw,  at  once,  from  influence  and 
from  danger.  The  power  of  Lauderdale  and  Dunby,  which 
continued  unfhaken,  and  increafing,  amidd  the  hue  convulfiof  s 
of  party,  provoked  the  moft  virulent  and  i>erftvcring  attacks  of 
oppofition. 

tend 
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CHAP,  tend  prerogative,  in  order  to  enlarge,  at  the  fiioic 
I-       time,  the  fphere  of  minifterial  power.     The  ad- 

^^^^"y^^^  vancement  of  arbitrary  government,  wa$  the  bafis 

*^73*     of  his  own   projefted   elevation;  but,  when   the 

meafures  he  fuggefted  met  with  an  unexpefted  and 

i  indignant  oppofition  from  parliament ;  when  the 

prince  himfeif  was  alarmed,  and  yielded  thequef* 
tion  of  the  writs,  and  the  more  favourite  meafure 
of  the  indulgence;  the  chancellor,  roufed  by  fear, 
and  ftimulated  by  refentment,  did  not  think  it 
enough  to  difappoint  the  court  of  that  weight 
which  accrued  from  his  influence  and  expertnefs 
in  debate ;  he  fuddenly  turned  the  whole  power 
of  his  eloquence  and  abilities  into  the  dream  of 
oppofition ;  he  announced  menaces  and  dangers  to 
the  royal  family,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  king, 
not  lefs  rude  and  difparaging  than  thofe  which  had 
grated  the  ears  of  his  father  in  his  lowed  humili- 
ation* ^  Thus  the  advifer  of  arbitrary  meafures, 
and  the  mod  zealous  partifan  of  the  court,  fud« 
denly  became  the  mod  virulent  oppofer  of  the 
prince,  and  the  mod  violent  and  perfevering  cham« 

His  cha-   pion  of  patriotic  meafures.     His  abilities,  his  ex- 

raaer.  perience,  and  his  temper,  raifed  him  to  a  decided 
pre  eminence,  above  all  who  dood  forth  as  candi- 
dates to  take  the  lead  in  popular  cabals.  The  ar- 
dour,  with  which  he  purfued  every  meafure  in 
.which  he  embarked,  fupplied  the  want  of  princi- 
ple ;  and,  notwithdanding  the  notorious  verfatl- 
lityof  his  condud,  he  gained  from  his  adherents 
full  credit  for  the  fincerity  of  the  motives  by  which 
he  profefled  to  be  actuated.  His  fagacity,  en- 
larged and  indrudted  by  the  various  revolutions  of 
government  which  had  fallen  within  the  compafs 
of  his  experience,  enabled  him  to  penetrate  with 
acutenefs  into  the  tempers  and  intentions  of  men; 

5'  Burnet.  North's  Exameo. 

and 
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and  to  calculate,  almoft  to  a  certainty,  the  influ-CH  A  P. 
eiHDe  of  contingent  events.  He  difcerned,  with  ^' 
no  Icfs  accuracy,  the  natural  intirmities,  as  well  as  ^^^^""^"^^ 
the  adventitious  prejudices,  of  charaftcrs ;  and  *  ^^' 
ever  adopted  t(ie  moft  fuccefsful  plans,  to  render 
them  fabfervient  to  his  *  ambition  or  refentment. 
He  poffeffcd  an  imagination  lively  and  fruitful, 
and  contrived  expedients,  luitcd  to  the  exigencies 
and  temper  of  his  party,  which  eluded  the  iiiven- 
tion  of  men  of  ordinary  capacity.  He  wonderfully 
availed  himfelf  of  accidental  circumftances,  to 
invigorate  a  languifhing,  and  jto  cheer  a  defpond- 
ing,  ftiftion.  The  accefs  which  he  had  to  the 
prince  during  the  period  of  his  adminiflration, 
difcovered  to  him  all  his  intrigues,  pailions,  and 
fchemes.  Like  a  revolted  general,  he  carried 
along  with  him  the  raoft  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  ftrength  and  refources,  the  deficiencies  and 
dangers,  of  thofe  againft  whom  he  now  turned  his 
arms.  He  knew  upon  what  fide  their  territory, 
weak  or  unguarded,  invited  the  aflailant  to  certain 
victory  and  plunder.  The  natural  infolence  of  his 
temper  raifed  him  above  the  awe  of  royalty,  while 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  corrupt  policy  and 
profligate  manners  of  the  prince,  infpired  con- 
tempt for  the  charafter  of  the  man.  Shaftlbury 
was  well  alTured,  that  he  had  entered  the  lift  of 
oppofition,  againft  a  fovereign,  who  never  formed 
a  wifh  for  national  profperity ;  and  that  his  own 
pretentions  to  patriotifm  were  not  more  falfe  and 
hypocritical,  than  thofe  profeflions  of  regard  to 
the  conftitution  and  the  intcreft  of  his  fubjcAs, 
which  were  repeated  in  the  royal  fpeeches  and  pro- 
clamations. So  far  as  regarded  principle  and 
patriotifm,  the  king  and  his  antagonift  met  upon 
equal  terms.  "  Shaftft)ury,"  faid.  the  king  to 
"him,  when  he  filled  the  office  of  chancellor,  *'  you 
are  thegreateft  rogue  in  the  kingdom."  *'  I  am, 
D  of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  any  fubjeft/'  replied   the  chancellor.     In  the 
j-_     reeefs  of  parliament,  he  caballed  with  every  party 
^^!^    difaffefted  to  the  court,  and  wrought  upon  the  pre* 
judices  of  the  nation,  to  excite  their  terror  of  the 
approach  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.     Many 
incidents,  which   now  occurred,  favoured  his  de- 
•    figns,  and   bore  the  mod  alarming  fymptoms  of 
danger. 
Converfi-       The  converfion  of  the  duke  of  York  to  the  Ro- 
ten  of  the  man  catholic  religion  had  been  long  fufpeded,  and 
York  10     was,  at  lall,  confirmed,  by  the  refignation  of  all 
the  Roman  his  offices,  in  confequence  of  the  ted  ad.     He  was 
catholic     about  to  contrad   a  marriape  with  the  piincefs  of 
religion,     Modena,  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.     If  the 
partiality  of  the  king  to  that  religion,  and  his  ob- 
itinate  attachment  to  trance,  alarmed  the  fears  of 
the  nation,  the  charader  and  bigotry  of  the  fijc- 
ceffor  threw  ihem  into  defpair. 
Proceed-        jjj^  ^jj-^^   ^^  ^l^^j-g  i^^preffions,  and  of  the  in- 
^^Hia-       trigues  of  Shafilbury,  were  fully  difplayed  in  the 
mem.       fucceeding  feffions  of  this  parliament.    The  prin- 
cipal aim  of  the  commons,  in  particular,  was  to 
excite,  to  cheri(h,  and  to  inflame  the  dread  of  po- 
pery.    They  iflued  an  order  lor  the  folemn  obfer- 
vation  of  the  fifth    of  November'  *,  as  if  the  na- 
tion had  been  fupine,  and  too  ready  to  forget  the 
bloody  machinations  of  that  religion.     They  ad« 
drelTed  his  majefty,  to  interpofe  his  authority,  to 
prevent  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  York  with  the 
princefs  of  Modena  ^  * .     Not  fatisfied  with  the  ex- 
clufion  of  papifts  from  offices,  by  ihe  tell  ad  as  it 
now  flood,  a  general  tell  was  propofed,  for  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  proteltants  from  the  papifts;  and 
all  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to  it,  were  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  come  within  five  miles  of  the  court' "^^ 

*♦  'Journ.  Commons^  27th  0<flobcr. 
'     iS  Ibid.  3ift(>aober. 

*«»  Ibid.  lOChOdkober,  iftNo?crabcr. 

They 
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They  put  a  negative  upon  all  fuppHes,  till  the  king-  CHAP, 
dom  was  eflfeftually  fecured  from  the  danger  of  .^"^ 
popery'  ^.     'I'hey  prefented  an  addrefs  for  a  gene-   "^7,. 
ral  fail'*,  and  were  preparing  another  againft  a  * 

(landing  army,  when   his   majefty  prorogued  the  ^*  ^  ^J^* 
parliament. 

Daring  the  recefs  of  parliament,  after  the  1674. 
twelfth  feflion,  the  king  recommended  to  the  chief 
juftices,  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againfl  the 
Roman  catholics.  It'was  refolved  in  council,  that 
no  Roman  catholic  ihould  prefume  to  approach 
his  majefty 's  prefence,  or  the  vicinity  of  the 
court'  ^.  But  the  jealoufy  of  the  nation  was  too 
much  inflamed,  to  be  appeafed  by  attentions  upon 
the  part  of  the  king,  evidently  extorted  by  the 
neceffity  of  his  affairs.  The  houfe  of  peers,  the 
laft  to  depart  from  refpeft  to  the  court,  had  now 
caught  the  alarm,  and  indulged  the  predominant 
fpirit  of  the  nation.     At   the  beginning  of  the '^*'^^^'*- 


next  lelhon,  they  concurred  with  the  commons,  in  |^"'  ^''* 
an  addrefs  for  a  national  faft,  on  account  of  the  1674!*^^* 
danger  of  popery.  The  commons  refolved  to 
have  all  their  grievances  effeftually  redreffed,  and 
the  proteftant  religion  and  their  liberties  fecured, 
before  they  took  the  king's  fpeech  into  confidera- 
tion.  As  if  the  danger  had  been  imminent,  they 
addrefled  his  majefty,  to  order  the  militia  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  county  of  Middlefex,  to  be  ready  at 
an  hour's  warning,  to  fupprefs  all  tumults  and  in- 
furredions  occafioned  by  the  papifts*"".  The  lift 
of  grievances,  contained  in  the  addrefs  of  the 
commons,  indicated  a  perfonal  jealoufy  of  the 
king,  and  a  dread  of  arbitrary  power,  as  well  as 

^'  JourD.  Coromonsy  3-1  ft  Odober. 

5«  Ibid. 

'^  Echard,  vol.  lit. 

^  Journ.  Comrooos»  1 2th  Janu«iry. 
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C  H  A  P.  of  the  popifli  religion*  * .     Under  the  infltrencc  tf 

^^ ^'      thefeapprehenfions^  both  houfes  purfued,  through 

1074.    the  fucceeding  feflions  of  paiHament,  afeftes   of 
meafuresy  calculated  to  circtimfcribc  the  pc^ct  of 
the  crown,  and  to  take  away  all  refources  of  fop- 
plies,  without  the  confeut  of  the  national  rcj>rc- 
fentatives.     A  (landing  army,  in  which  were  in- 
cluded the  king's  body-guards,  was  roted  a  griev- 
ance**.    A  bill  was  brought  in,  to  niak'e  it  trea- 
fon  to  levy  money  upon  any  tax  beyond  the  term 
prefcribed  by  parliament.     They  appropriated  the 
tonnage  and  poundage,  according  to  its  ancient 
^  and  legal  deftinantMi,  to  the  ufe  of  the  navy  ;  and 
prefented  an  addrefs,  to  prevent  any  furtner  anti- 
cipation of  the  cuftoms  of  England  or  Ircfand"*   . 
But  the  meafure   which  oppofition  moft  (Vrcnu- 
A-'refs    oufly  laboored  to  accompHfli,  and  for  which  te- 
■'  '-'^      peated  addreffes  were  prdented  to  the  king,  was, 
lilk         ^^^  difgracc  of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale**.     His 
minifterial  conduA  in  Scotland  exhibited  examples 
of  arbitrary  power,  not  only  unprecedented,  and 
fubverfivc  of  the  freedom  of  that  kingdom,  but 
evidently  fraught  with  the  moft  dangerous  defigns 
upon  the  peace  and  conftitution  of  England.    The 
militia  of  Scotland,  raifed  for  the  internal  defence 
of  that  kingdom,  was  fubjefted,  by  an  z&  of  the 
Scotch  parliament,  to  the  uncontrolled  authority 
of  the  lung,  and   obliged  to  march  wherever  bis 
affairs  required  its  fervices.**.     Oppofition  to  a 
ftanding  army  in  England  was  of  little  avail, 

*'  Journ.  Com.  7th,  nth,  14th  February. 

^*  Ibid.  7th  February. 

*«  Ibid.  i9ih  May,   I9th06lober. 

*♦  Ibid.  31ft  January  4674,  23d  April,  5th  May  167S. 

**  Hiflory  of  Affairs  in  Scotland  from  1660.  Account  of 
GricTancesy  by  Lauderdale.  Impea  hment  of  the  duke  of  I^u- 
derdale,  &c.  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  Somers,  vol.  vii.  p. 
195.  200. 

while 
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while  the  king  retained  a  body  of  troops  in  the  C  H  \ 
Reighbouring  kingdom  prepared  for  the  moft  def-       ^ 
perata  fervices.     Many  acls  of  private  oppreffion  "7^"? 
were  enumerated  in  the'  articles  exhibited  againft 
LauderdaJe,  'which   excited  a  general  indignation 
in  both  kingdoms  ag^inil  him,  but  had  no  effeft 
in  leflening  his  influence  at  court. 

Next   to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  earl  of 
ISanby -was  the  obje<5tof  parliamentary  refentment.  /? 
As  fiifi  ufefufnefs  to  the  crown,  more  than  perfo- 
nal  favour,  was  the   fource  of  his  preferment,  foob;  cr  ^ 
the  envy  of  his  colleaj^ufs  in  adminiftration,  and'"'    ' 
venial   political  errors,  tather  than  criminal  mif-",^ 
conduct,  produced    thi^t  odium  which  now  began 
to  purfue***,  and    afVerwards   accompliflied,    his 
ruin-     Sir  Thomas  Ofiiorne  was   firft  employed  in  ,, 
a  commiflion  to  exatnine  the  accounts  of  the  fums  j!, 
which  had  been  granted  to  his  majefty  during  the  m. 
Dutch  war.     In  the  profecution  of  Clarendon,  he 
adopted  the  keennefs  and  refentm^'nt  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  by  whom  he  was  early  befriended, 
and  afterwards  recominende'i  to  employment  un- 
der the  adminiftration  of  the   cabal.     He  difco- 
v«red  great  diii-ence  and  capacity  for  bufinefs  in 
the  difobarge  of  the  office  of  rrcafurer  of  the  navy, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in  the  fecond  Dutch 
war.     On  the  refignation  of  lord  Clifford,  he  whs 
appointed   to  furceed  him  in   the  office  of  hi  ;h 
treafurer,  upontlic  condition  of  paying  him  Oiio 
half  of  the  falary.     He  had,  unqueftionably,  t  t- 
merit   of  introducing  greater   a»conomy  into  tL»v' 
managempnt  of  the  public  revenue,  than  had  bei:i. 
obfenred  by  his  predeceffors  in  office  fmce  the  coin  - 
meocememof  this  reign;  for  he  had  paid  off  verv 
confiderable  arrears  with  which  it  was  embarrafTeu, 
pnade  tbe  ftated  payments  more  pundual,  and,  b} 

^^  Joam.  Commons,  Aprlli  May,  palEm.  ' 

rendering 
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C  H  A  P  rendering  feveral  branches  of  the  revenue  more 
x^^^Jl^  produdive,  he  raifed  the  national  credit,  and  bor- 
ig--     rowed   money  at  eight  per  ceiit.  which  had  not 
.  ufuiily  been   procured  at  lefs  than  ten.     He  was 

fincerely  and  uniformly  attached  to  the  proteftant 
intereft,  and  efFeftually  contributed  to  its  fupport. 
He  was  the  principal  inftrument  in  advancing  the 
prince  of  Orange  in  the  line  of  fucceffion ;  and  by 
maintaining  a  correfpondence  with  him,  and  raif- 
ing  obftruftions  to  the  alliance  with  France,  pre- 
vented its  full  operation  to  the  detriment  of  that 
prince,  and  the  proteftant  intereft ;  and  yet,  the 
alliance  with  France  which  he  fecretly  abhorred 
and  thwarted,  was  the  bafis  of  his  unpopularity 
and  of  his  difgrace*'-  But  whatever  his  merits 
were,  his  elevated  preferment  drew  upon  him  an 
uncommon  fliare  of  that  envy,  which  always  at- 
tends profperity.  As  it  is  in  vain  to  exped  credit 
for  good  intention,  where  the  outward  conduft  is 
cenfurable,  fo  the  meafures  of  the  court  were,  at 
this  period,  fo  unconftitutional  and  unpopular, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  were  fuccefsfully  im- 
proved by  his  enemies  to  criminate  the  minifter, 
under  whofe  refponfibility  they  were  conducted. 
From  the  charge  of  depravity,  however,  he  can- 
not be  exempted,  when  it  is  admitted,  that  he 
augmwited  his  private  fortune  by-  the  fale  of  offices, 
and  diftributed  money  among  the  members  of  par- 
liament, who  proftituted  tbemfelves  to  fupport  the 

^'  Rcrcfby.  Memoirs  of  Danby,  Lord  Danby  was  fo  averfe 
to  alliances  with  Prance,  that  when  he  was  not  able  to  turn  the 
king's  inclination  ag»infl  them,  he  advifed  him  to  in(i(l  upoo 
high  and  difficult  conditions,  that  France  might  be  difgufled. 
He  was  therefore  fo  obnoxious  to  the  French  kiwgt  that  Ruvigny 
was  fcot  to  England  to  thwart  his  adminiftration  Jt  was  knowo, 
at  that  period,  tliat  Ruvigny  upbraided  Danby  for  his  opposition 
to  the  French  intcrefU  and  the  duke  of  York  diflikedhim  for 
tht  fame  realbn.  Secret  Hiftory  of  Europei  vol.  i.  p.  2o8« 
Burnbt,  1676.  I^ife  of  James, 

meafures 
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meafures  of  the  court.    The  firft  of  thefe  charges,  CHAP, 
deteftable  as  at  juftly  appears,  was  confidered  in  ^^}:^ 
this  reign,  and  even  after  the  revolution,  as  mak-     ^^  .^ 
ing  a  part  of  the  fair  and  eftabliihed  perquifites  of 
minifterial  offices.     The  corrupting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  introduced   by  the   crooked 
politics  of  Charles  the  Second,  was  now  pradifed 
with  fp  little  (hame  and  referve,  and  fo  much  ex- 
peded  by  the  mercenary  candidates  for  the  wages 
of  iniquity,  that  no  miniller  could  hope  to  retain 
bis  power  without  having  recourfe  to  it.     Dexte- 
rity in  the  management  of  this  nefarious  traffic, 
was  even  confidered  as  an  important  minifterial  ac- 
complifhment.      It   was,    however,    exercifed  by 
lord  Danby  with  fo  little   difcretion  and  fuccefs, 
that  it  proved  but  a  feeble  bulwaik  againft  that 
combination  which  was  now  forming  for  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  his  power '  ^ .     1  he  fuperior  influence 
of  the  court,  or  the  candour  and  juftice  of  parlia- 
ment, defeated  the  defign   of  his  enemies  at  this 
time,  and  a  variety   of  articles,  prefented  againft 
him  in  the  commons,  in  order  to  form  the  grounds 
of  impeachment,  were  rejeded. 

To  counteract  thefe  proceedings  of  oppofition,  a  New  wft 
very  impolitic  meafure  ws^s  fuggefted  in  the  cabi-  bill, 
net,  and  foon  brought  forward  in  the  houfe  of 
peers.     It  was  propofed,  that  a  more   ftrid  and 
rigid  teft  (hould  be  exaded  of  the  members  of  both 
hoofes  of  parliament,  and  of  all  perfons  invefted 


"  Lord  Danby,  inftead  of  taking  off  the  great  and  leading 
mco,  which  had  formerly  been  the  pradlicc,  applied  'only  to 
thofe  of  low  rank  and  charftdVer,  reckoning,  that  he  could  pur- 
chafe  ten  of  them  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers. The  confequence  was,  his  lofing  the  majority  in  the 
boafe;  becaufe  chofe,  who  were  inclined  to  vote  with  the  minif- 
ter,  were  afliamed  to  be  tipon  the  fide  maoifeftly  run  down  in 
the  debate.    Bornet,  ^675* 

With 
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CHAP,  vtritfa  puhHc  eStct^  '•    For  this  purpefe  a biU  vr%$ 
y,,-'^_f  framcrf,  to  confnie  all  power  and  offices  to  fuch  a^ 
1675.     ^^^^^  ^  ^^  principles  of  the  old  cavaliers,  with 
refped  to  the  government  of  church  and  ft  ate. 
Theffr  principles,  which  had  predominated  duriog 
the  firil  nine  feilions  of  this  parliameat,  began  to 
decline ;  and,  if  the  court  did  not  qiuickly  inter- 
pofe>  while  its  influence  in  any  degree  remained,  a 
revolutioa  of  political  fentiments  feemed  to  ap- 
proach, which  would   extinguiih  all  hope  of  tn- 
crcafing  its  future  fplendour  and  dignity.     The 
propoied  a£l,  fo  far  as*  integrity  and  religion  coukl 
be  trufted,  nmft  neceflarily  prove  an  elFeflua}  ob- 
ftade  to  every  plan  of  reducing  the  power  of  the 
crown,  or  altering  the  government  of  the  church. 
It  was  declared   unlawful    to  refift,  not  only  the 
king,  but  thofe  who  were  commiflioned  by  him  ; 
and  a  folemn   obligation   was  contrafted,  not  to 
attempt  any  alteratioi^  whatever  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  or  ftate,  as  it  was  then  by  law 
eftablilhed.     The  declaring  it   unlawful  to  refill 
thofe  who  were  commiiHoned  by  the  king,  feenied 
to  point  particularly  at  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
^     commons,  and  to  be  calculated  to   render,  iK>t 
only  the  crown,  but  niiniilers,  arbitrary,  byfc- 
curiog  them  from  refiftance,  while  a£tifig  in  the  pro^ 
fecution  of  unconftitutional  and  opprefiiTe  raeafurea. 
The  engaging  to  make  no  alteration  m  the  govern- 
ment of  church  or  ftate,  at  once  orerturned  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  crown,  and  the  exercife  of  legiflative 
power  in  parliament.     Thefe  confequences,  eafily 
forefeen,  expofed  this   bill    to  the  oppofrtion  of 
many,  who  had  hitherto  been  in  theintereftof  the 
court;  and  though  itpaiTed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  it 
was  only  by  a  majority  of  two  voices,  after  having 
been  followed  by  protefts  in  every  ftage  of  it,  and 

•^  Journ,  Lords,    15th  April.     Lords*  Debates,   vol.  i,  p. 
129. 

confiderably 
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confpierably  altered  and  palliated  wkh  acIaufeCRAP. 
againft  popery,  which  was  not  originally  intended       ^• 
by  thofe  who  moved  it'  °.     There  was  great  rea-  ^^^?^^^ 
fon  to  apfrehe&d,  that,  by  the  exertion  of  court       '^' 
influence,  which  was  now  ftr etched  to  its  utmoft 
pitch,  it  would  alfo  have  paiTed  in  the  houfe   of 
commons,  when  a  difpute  between  the  two  boufes 
obliged  the  king  to  put  an  end  to  the  feffion  of  par- 
liament''. 9th  June. 


^  Joum.  Lord?,  April,  May,  paflim. 
' '  One  do<^or  Shirley  brought  an  appeal  before  the  houfe  of 
lords,  from  a  decree  in  chancery,  againfl  (ir  John  Fagg,  a  mera* 
her  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  the  lords  received.  The 
commons  obje^ed,  that  the  lords  exceeded  their  powers,  by  re- 
ceiving an  appeal  from  a  court  of  equity,  aod  that  it  was  a  breach 
of  privilege  for  the  lords  to  funimon  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  appear  before  them;  and,  in  refentment  of  this  in- 
dignity, they  ordered  Shirley,  and  the  lawyers  who  pleaded  his 
caufc  at  the  bar  of  the  lords,  to  be  committed  to  prifoa.  Journ. 
Lords,  6th,  and  Commons,   14th  May. 

Both  houfes  were  heated  by  this  difpute,  and  pafled  many  angry 
votes  and  refolutions  in  oppolition  to  each  other.     Ibid. 

The  violence  of  this  difpute  excited  a  .  fufpicton,  that  it  was 
fltrred  up  and  fomented  by  the  leaders  of  oppofition,  not  only 
to  difappolnt  the  coun  of  the  tefl  bill,  but  to  accomplish  the  diN 
folurion  of  parliament,  as  the  refentment  of  both  houfes  againft 
each  other  (eemed  too  deeply  fixed  to  be  ef&ced  by  prorogations. 
Burnet. 

A  jealoufy  between  the  two  houfes  commenced  at  an  early  pe- 
riod in  the.  fecond  parliament  of  Charles,  and  continued  till  its 
diffolution.  The  great  demands  of  the  king  For  money  made 
him  pay  greater  court  to  the  commons,  who  became  elated  -with 
a  fenfe  of  their  own  confequence.  Evil  counfellors  ufed  to  tell 
the  king,  that  if  he  had  the  command  of  the  commons,  he  need 
not  regard  the  lords.     Life  of  Clarendon,  vol.  ii* 

The  long  continuance  of  parliament  enhanced  the  political 
confequence  of  every  meml^r  of  the  houfe  of  commons*  Thefc 
circumftances,  and  the  remembrance  of  the  fuccefsful  afurpa- 
tion  of  the  commons  upon  the  lords  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firfl  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  latter,  and  rendered  them 
very  prone  to  take  offence  at  the  former.  The  commons  were 
the  iirft  movers  of  many  important  bills  in  this  parliament,  and 

when 
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CHAP,  when  the  lords  were  dilatory  in  proceeding  on  thenii  the  com* 
I.         mens  were  wont  to  fend  them   mefTages  to  quicken  their  di]i- 

^gcncc.  The  lords  degraded  tjierafelves,  and  became  more  ex- 
pofed  to  the  infolence  of  the  lower  houfe,  by  an  extreme  jca- 
ioufy  of  trifling  prJTileges,  which  they  exercifed  with  great  abuie. 
Protedions  for  arreft  of  debt  were  fhamefully  extended,  and 
even  fold  by  the  fervants  of  peers  to  bankrupts,  to  the  ruin  of 
honeft  tradtfmen.  The  dignity  and  reputation  of  the  upper 
houfe  was  much  funk,  by  altercations,  perfonal  abuie,  and  the 
rudeft  violence  among  themfelves.    Life  of  Clarendon,  vol.  it. 

.  P-  294-5. 
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CHAP.         IL 


Charles  mates  peace  with  Holland. — but  continues  Jl ill  in  the 
Interejl  of  France,^- -  Enters  into  a  new  Treaty  with 
Lewis^'  -who  endeavours  to  obtain  a  fefarate  Peace  with 
Hsliand.—  Patriotifm  of  the  Prince  of  Orange—The 
Court  attenti<ve  to  the  Ele£iions.^"  Parliament  meets^*-^ 
addrejfes  the  King  to  form  /tlitances  againji  France."- Jl-  - 
ttr cation  between  the  King  and  the  Commons.  ^' Marriage 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  Lady  Mary^  •  made  the  occa- 
/ton  cf  exciting  fealoufies  in  England^ — and  in  Holland >  -  — 
The  Agents  of  Lewis  and  the  Leaders  of  Oppofition  unite 
in  the  fame  yiews^ — of  difbanding  the  Army^-'-and  dif 
fdving  the  Parliament,-— ^Union  between  Lewis  and  the 
popular  Party  unnatural  and  conjirained.  —Parliament 
meets — exprefjes  Difirufl  of  the  King.— ^  Prorogued. — 
Emborraffment  of  the  King,  ^^  Another  Sejfton  of  Parlia- 
ment,-— Ill-humour  of  the  Commons.^^- Apology  for  them. 
'•'France  evades  the  Conditions  Jhe  bad  agreed  to  for  a 
Peace.— Sir  William  Temple  fent  to  enter  into  an  Aflianee 
with  the  States,'" which  is  overturned  by  the  wavering  of 
Charles. — The  States  make  Peace  with  France — Ob/er- 
vations  upan  the  Conduct  <f  Charles^'-^-Lord  Danby  im- 
peached,' '- Dijfolutionj — and  CharaSler  of  the  fecond 
Parliament  of  Charles. 

IT  is  now  time  to  return  to  thofe  meafurcs  and  CHAP, 
events    which  were  coincident  with  the  par-  y^\^ 
liarrentary  proceedings  already  recited,  and  which    1675-6. 
exhibit  a  pidure  of  the  fpirit  and  political  views  of 
the  court,  more  genuine  and  lively  than  that  which 
is  drawn  from  the  public  declarations  of  the  king 
and  his  minifters,  defigned  merely  to  varniih  ob- 
noxious meafures,  and  to  conciliate  the  affedions 
of  the  people  in  the  moments  of  folicitation  and 
dependance. 

In 
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CHAP.      In  compliance  with  the  repeated  recommenda- 
^V^^  tions  of  parliament,  and  the  moft  earned  wiOies  of 
167 -6    ^^^  people,  the  king  amufed  them  with  a  profpcft 
Charles     of  peace  with  Holland;  but  the  tardinefs  of  his 
make*       meafures    and    negociations    for    that    purpofe, 
PJ*^^^"*^  and  his  obfequioufnefs   to  the   court  of  France, 
'•8^11  *Fe-   ^^^^^^  ^^^  more  to  inflame  the  jeaioufy  and  ex- 
bruary,      hauft  the  patience  of  the  nation.     When,  at'laft, 
1674,  but  to  the  reraonftrances  of  parliament,  the  rhreats  of 
ftTr""!!  ^P^'^   ^^^^^   added,  Charles  was  conftrained   to 
jJ^J^^Jf  conclude  the  peace  ;-  but  he  did  not  difcominuc 
France,     his  fricndfliip  and  connedion  with  France.     His 
intimation  of  the  peace  to  the  French  ambaffador, 
was  accompanied  with  an  offer  of  his  mediation 
between  France  and  Holland,  a  trufl  which  he 
well  knew  how  to  employ  to  the'advantage  of  the 
former.    He  fecretly  bound  himfelf  to  confeot  to 
no  treaty  with  the  confederates,  without  the  par- 
ticipation of  France.     He  iiiformed  Lewis  of  the 
intelligence  he  had  received  from  his  nephew,  and 
expreffed  fatisfaftion  upon  hearing  of  the  ill  fuc- 
ceis  of  Holland ;  becaufe  he  hoped  it  would  com- 
pel her  to  fubmit  to  ajiy  terms  France  (hpuld  pleafe 
to  didate.     He  fiill  permitted  the  Englift  troops, 
to  the  amount  of  fome  thoufands,  to  continue  in 
the  fervice  of  the  French  king,  and  furnifhed  him 
with  warlike  ftores  * .     Charles  had  reafon,  how- 
ever, to  apprehend,  that  thefe  meafures  could  not 
efcape  the  iufpicion  of  tbcnation^  and  the  animad- 
verGon  of  parliament ;  and  that  the  latter,  after 
having  fucceeded  in  accompliihing   peace    with 
Holland,  would  purfue  their  victory,  by  preifiog 
him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  aUiancis  againft 
France.    To  difcontinuQ  ihe  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment^  which  would  no  longer  acquiefce  in  the 

«  DalrymjJe,  Ap.  xo8,  jog.    Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe,  tol, 
i.  p.  153.    Cdce,  p.  84.  *" 

neutrality 
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neutrality  of  England,  was  an  objeft  no  lefs  im-  CHAP, 
ponanc  to  th€  intetdi  of  Lewii,  than  u  was  agree-  ,^^\j 
able  to  the  inclination  of  Charles.    A  new  money    ,675.6. 
treaty,  therefore,  was  carried  on  and  completed  Enters 
between  Lewig  and  Charles,  to  enable  the  latter  ^^^^  *  "^^ 
to   fubfift  during  the  long  fufpenfion  of  patlia- ^^^"^^^ 
ment'.  wiihLcw- 

Frofii  the  period  that  Charles  withdrew  from  is,  Sept. 
open  hoftilities  againft  Holland,  now  ftrengthened  »^74- 
by  alliances  with  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  Lewis  ^jl^^^ours 
employed  all  the  force  of  artifice  and  intrigue,  to  to  obtain  a 
obtain  a  feparate  peace  with  Holland,  as  the  only  ftparate 
means^  ef  keeping  the  unjuft  acquifinons  he  had  |^*^j  ^^^' 
made  in  Flanders  \     Ihc  influence  of  the  Lou-  ^°  * 
veftein  faftion,  which  he  had  liow  recor\'eTed,  a 
growing  jealoufy  of  the  power  of  the  Stadtholder, 
and  the  inconveniencies  the  commerce  of  Holland 
fuftained  by  the  continuance  of  tbe  war,  muft  prob- 
ably have  fecured  the  objeft  Lewis  fo  eagerly  de- 
fired,  had  it  not  been  obftrufted  by  the  animated 
and  well-condnfted  oppofition  of  the  prince  of 
Orange^    By  cementing  the  jarring  fadlions  of  the  patriotif» 
States,  and  wifhlianding  the  force  of  fuperioT  arms,  of  the 
lie  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  exhibited  ex-  Prince  of 
amptes  of  political  fagacity  and  military  fkill,  be-  0»"*"S«- 
yond  hk  years,  and  which  furpafled  the  moft  fan- 
guine  expeftations  of  his  country*.    While  the 
appiauPe  jniUy  due  to  his  talents  and  fuccefs  ob- 
tained a  decided  fway  in  the  councils  of  the  States, 
a  principle  of  firm  and  difinterefted  patriotifm 

*  Teft.  Polh,  Colbert,  p  296.  By  this  treaty,  Charles 
agreed  either  to  prorogoe  hh  parliament  till  April  i67<;»  in  con- 
lideration  of  500,000  crowns  ;  or  if  be  convened  it  in  Novem- 
ber, to  diiFolve  it,  in  cafe  it  fhould  refufe  to  give  moneys  for 

'which  fervice  he  was  to  receive  a  pcniion  of  100,000  pounds 
from  FraBcc.     dakymple,  Ap.  p.  98.  loi. 

*  Teft.  Polit.   Colbert,  d*Avaux  NegociatioDS,  vol.  i. 

*  Temple,  vol.  i*    Life  of  William,  vol.  i, 

made 
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CH  A  p.  made. htm  with  difdain  reje£t  the  alluring  baits  of 
^I-      profit  and  ambition,  thrown  out  by  Lewis  and 

*'*'^^^*'^  Charles  in  order  to  detach  him  from  the  intereft 
^'  of  the  allies.  He  was  promifed  a  full  indemnifi- 
cation for  all  his  claims  upon  Spain,  which  would 
have  rendered  his  private  fortune  independent  and 
ample :  his  ambition  was;  aflailed  by  an  offer  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  United  Provinces,  under  the 
joint  proteftion  of  Kngland  and  France  ^  Im- 
moveably  fixed  in  the  refolution  of  Handing  or 
falling  with  his  country,  he  fpurned  at  any  fcheme 
of  private  emolument  or  dignity,  faftened  to  con- 
ditions debafing  to  her  honour,  and  fatal  to  her 
liberty  and  independence.  Though  he  had  met 
with  perfonal  injuries  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
who  evaded  and  delayed  the  payment  of  verycon- 
fiderable  fums  due  to  his  family'*  ;  he  did  not  re- 
lax his  vigilance  in  guarding  and  defending  her 
interefts,  interwoven  with  thofe  of  Holland.  And 
though,  at  one  period,  the  immenfe  military  pre* 
parations  of  France,  the  imprefHon  of  her  intrigues, 
which  began  to  fhake  the  union  of  the  States, 
and  the  unnatural  coldnefs  of  his  uncle,  prefented 
to  him  the  defperate  fituation  of  his  affairs,  he 
maintained  the  fame  undaunted  magnanimity,  and 
derived  hope  from  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the 
confcioufnefs  of  that  capacity  and  fortitude  with 
which  he  was  able  and  determined  to  adhere  to 
it.  When  Charles,  after  reprefenting  the*  inevit- 
able ruin  of  his  country,  as  the  confequence  of  his 
obftinacy,  in  rejefting  a  peace  with  France,  afked 
him,  what  he  would  do  when  that  (hould  happen ; 
*'  I  am  determined,*'  faid  he,  **  to  die  in  the  lafl 
^"  ditch'.*' 

5  Ibid.  Kennet,  vol.  iii,  p.  311.— -Vie  dc  GuilUume. 

6  Letters  d'Eflrade. 
'  Temple,  Kcnnct. 

During ' 
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During  the  long  interval  of  parliament,  by  re-C  H  A  P. 
peated  adjournments,  in  conformity  to  the  king's  . ^J^i^^ 
engagements  with  France,  the  court  did  not  ne-    ,  5^. 
gle<f\  to  cultivate  and  extend  its  parliamentary  in-  The  coun 
fluence ;   a  certain   evidence,  that  the  defperate  attentive 
refolution  for  difcontinuing  parliaments  was  not^?^*^^^*^^* 
yet  adopted,  and  that  a  meeting  of  that  aifembly 
was  confidered  as  an  event  that  could  not  be  poft- 
poned  to  a  diftant  period.     Whenever  any  vacan- 
cy happened,  the  influence  of  the  court  was  in 
motion,  and  great  fuccefs  attended  its  endeavours 
to  procure  the  eleftion  of  fuch  members  as  were 
well  aflfefted  to  the  perfon  of  the  king,  or  whofe 
indigence  and  venality  prepared  then)  to  become  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  allurements  of  corruption^.  And, 
when  the  impatience  of  the  nation,  and  the  exi- 
gency of  the  crown,  rendered  the  delay  of  a  feiEon 
no  longer  fafe  nor  convenient,  great  fums  of  mo- 
ney were  diftributed,  to  retain  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  this  inte- 
Teft\ 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fixteemh  feflion  of  this  Parlia- 
parliament,  the  influence  of  the  court  prevailed.  »"^"* 
A  fupply  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  ^/urFcb* 
pounds  was  voted,  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting 
the  navy'**.      No   expreflions  of  refentment  an- 
nounced a  fenfe  of  the  indignity  which  parliament 
had  fuftained,  by  a  long  interruption  of  its  func- 

'^  Rcrclby,  DalrympI?,  Ap. 

9  The  continued  influence  of  corruption  was  nccefTiry  to  re- 
tain rhcfervices  of  men,  who  were  unacquainted  with  any  re- 
llraint  dtrived  from  principles  of  honour  ur  dignity  of  (lation. 
A  public  table  was  furnifhed  for  them, at  the  cxpence  of  the  court, 
during  the  (eifion  of  parliament.  It  is  even  afTerted,  that  their 
clothes,  and  other  necefifary  expences  for  their  perfons,  were  de- 
frayed from  the  king's  purfe.  This  anecdote,  however,  is  re- 
cited by  a  perfon  whofe  afperity  againft  the  court  diminilhes  the 
credit  due  to  his  authority.     NIarvel.  Burnet,  1675. 

'**  Journ.  Commons,  21ft  February. 

tion? 
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CHAP-tions  and  utflity,  and  by  the  dhftinacy  of  tne 
^  court,  kiAiil  adhering,  though  under  difguife,  to 
thofe  connefbioas  which  were  fo  odious  and  alarm- 
ing to  the  nation.  A  queftion  of  cpndjtutional 
importance  was  introduced  into  the  houfe  of 
lords ;  namely,  Whether  the  parliament  was  not 
legally  difiblved  by  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  third, 
which  enacted,  that  a  parliament  fiiould  be  held, 
every  year,  once,  and  oftncr  if  need  be' '  ?  But 
the  iifue  of  this  queftion,  and  the  fate  of  its  abet- 
tors, rather  tended  to  augment  the  authority  of 
the  court ;  to  diffufe  a. terror  of  its  refentment ; 
and  to  deprefs  the  hopes  of  oppofition.  The  mo- 
tion was  negatived  without  a  divifion,  and  the 
few  fuf^orters  of  it,  upon  refufmg  to  recant  their 
fpeeches,  and  to  a(k ,  pardon,  were  committed  to 
the  Tower,  there  to  continue  during  the  king's 
pleafure. 

This  temporary  triumph  of  the  court  was  not, 
however,  fufficient  to  extinguifti  the  courage  of 
oppofition,  re-animated  by  the  ftate  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  by  the  confternation  and  anxiety  which, 
more  and  more  on  that  account,  agitated  the 
people.  Every  new  conqueft  atchieved  by  the 
arms  of  France  began  now  to  be  confidered  as  a 
progreflive  ftep  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  po- 
pery  and  arbitrary  power  in  England.    Alarmed 

' '   Lords'  Debates,  vol.  i.  p.  187.     The  king  had  prorogued 
'  the  parliameDty  from  the  2 2d  November  1675,  10  the  13th   Fe- 
bruary 1677.     This  WHS  the  longeit  prorogation,  but  noc  tlie 
longed  interval  of  parliament,  that  happened  in  this  reign. 

The  argument  for  its  diflblutioii  turned  entirely  upun  the  point- 
ing and  conftruAion^of  the  words  of  the  Qatute  of  Edward.  The 
one  party  contended,  that  the  (latute  piovided  for  a  parliament 
once  a  year,  abfolutely  and  unconditionally  :  the  other  iniiAed, 
that  the  obligation  of  the  king  to  alTemble  a  jiarlument,  depended 
.  upon  the  condition  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  once,  as  well  as  ofitn- 
er,  refcried  to  the  claufe,  if  need  it. 

and 
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and  indignaac,  the  nation  could  no  longer  fubnit  CHAP, 
to  a  neutrality,  in  the  conteft  carried  on  between  ^}^' 
France  and  the  confederate  powers.     In  compli-      ,^ 
aace  with  thefe  fentiments  of  the  nation,  addretfes  addreiTes 
of  the  comcaons  were,  repeatedly,  prefented  to  the  the  king 
king,  praying  him  to  enter  into  alliances  againft  to  form 
France,  and  promifmg  to  affift  him  with  fupplies  Lltnft^ 
neceflary  for  that  end"^.    This  fubject,  at  lad,  France. 
engrofled  the  whole  attention  of  parliament,  and 
produced,  after  fucceilive  adjournments,  through 
the  remainder  of  this  feilion,  altercations  between 
the  court  and  the  country  party,  which  retarded 
the  difpatch  of  public  bufmefs,  and  iharpened  po* 
litical  animofities.     Had  the  king  openly  avowed 
his  purpofe  of  remaining  pacific,  he  muit  of  necef- 
fity  have  foregone  all  hope  of  the  approbation  of 
his  fubjeds,  and  every  claim  upon  the  generofity 
of  their  reprefentatives.     He  profeffed  the  moft  Alterca- 
cordial  inclination  to  indulge  the  fentiments  of  the  tion  be- 
nation  j  but  infilled  upon  a  liberal  fupply,  as  a  r*^^"  ^^^ 
preliminary  condition  of  his  entering  into  the  war,  thc^om- 
and  forming  engagements  with  the  confederates,  mons. 
The  commons,  dillruftful  of  his  promifes,  recom- 
mended to  him,  fiift,  to  complete  his  alliances 
with  the  emperor  and  with  Holland ;  and  pledged 
themfelve^  to  grant  fupplies,  liberal  and  adequate 
to  the  expenditure  which  thefe  would  occafion ; 
and,  as  an  earned  of  their  future  generofity,  they 
voted  a  fmall  fupply' '•    The  king  complained, 
that  his  prerogative  was  invaded  by  the  dictatorial 
language  of  the  commons,  in  preiicribing  what 
meafures  he  ought  to  purfue  with  refpett  to  peace 
and  war;  and,  in  exp^eilion  of  his  refentment, 
adjourned  the  parliament,  from  time  to  time,  till  i6th 

A  r, 

'*  journ.  Commons,  March,  Aprils  paflim. 

'3  Journ.   Commons,  March,  April,  May,  p^^.    Grey's 
Debates,  vol.  iy, 

E  the 


JO  THE    HISTORY    OF 

CHAP. the  twenty-eighth  of  January  one  thoufand  fix 
jf.  hundred  and  feventy  eight, 
^g  -^        This  interval  is  rendered  particularly  memor- 
able, by  an  event  which  deeply  affeded  the  (late 
of  politics  and  parties,  and  produced  the  moft  im« 
portant  confequences  to  the  conftitution  and  future 
profperity  of  England.     When  the  ferment  of  the 
nation  had  arifen  to  the  higheftpitch,  and  difquie- 
tude  and  alarm  didrafted  the  mind  of  the  king,  the 
prince  of  Orange  arrived  in  England,  to  folicit  his 
Marriage  uncle  to  accede  to  the  alliances  which  he  had  form- 
of  the       ed,  and  to  pay  his  addrefles  to  lady  Mary.  The  anx- 
prmce  of  Jq^j  expectation  of  all  parties  in  England  awaited 
S7,y  therefolutionsof  Chad         The  earl  of  Danby, 
Mary.      true  and  conflant  in  his  friendihip  to  the  prince, 
embraced  the  favourable*  circumftances  of  this 
juncture,  to  urge  the  advantages  which  would  arife 
from  forming  a  nearer  alliance  with  him,  as  the 
mod  likely  expedient  to  reftore  the  good  temper 
of  the  nation,  and  to  procure  tranquillity  to  the 
king  *.     ImprefTed  with  the  view  of  thefe  advan-' 
tages,  the   king  fuddenly  adopted  the  refolution 
of  giving  his  niece   in   marriage  to  the  prince 
of  Orange;    and   it  is  probable,    at   the  fame 
4th  Nov.  time,  that  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  view  of 
rendering  this  connection  fubfervient  to  his  en- 
gagements with  France' '•     Whatever  the  inten* 

tions 
« 

■  ♦  Danby's  Memoirs. 

^'^  'i  here  are  the  fol)owin|r  rcafbns  for  believing,  that  Charles 
did  not  mean  to  hurt  theinterefts  of  Fiance  by  confentrngto  ihis 
marriage.  After  the  adjournment  of  parliament,  he  was  as  eager 
as  fyer  to  perfuadc  his  nephew  to  confent  to  a  feparate  peace 
with  France.  He  folicittd,  and  obtained,  an  augmentation  c£ 
his  own  renflon  from  that  kingdom.  'He  might  naturally  expcA 
to  make  his  nephew  mote  dependant  in  confequence  of  this  mar- 
riage, and  obtain,  from  his  lenfe  of  intereft  and  gratitude,  whm 
'  he  coald  oot  bring  him  to  confcBt  to  by  importunity,  threats,  or 

promifcs. 
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tions  of  Charles,  or  his  miniftcr,  might  be,  this  C  H  A  i^i 
meafure  was  produftive  of  effefts,  in  the  firft  in-  s.^J}l^ 
ftance,  the  reverfe  of  what  it  feenicd  naturally  cal-     ,5*^^ 
culated  to  produce.     Although  this  conneftion 
gave  general  fatisfaftion  to  the  people  of  England, 
yet,  by  the  refined  intrigues  and  negociation^  of 
France,  it  was  really  made  the  inftrument  of  di- 
verting, for  a  time,  the  odium  of  the  ^ngTifli  na- 
tion, from  herrelf,  and  of  inflaming  a  jealoufy  of 
the  condu£l  of  the  king,  by  fubftituting  an  objeft 
of  near  and  more  affedling  danger.     The  daring  ^^^^^  ^1^^ 
ambition  and  extended  dominion  of  France,  gall- occafion 
ing  to  the  people  of  England,  on  account  of  the  of  exciting 
hereditary  rivalfliip  and  animofity,  which  fubfiftedj"^^"^^* 
between  the  two  nations,  becanle  ftill  more  griev-  J^n^j"^* 
ous  and  alarming,  when  confidered  as  preparing 
the  way  for  the  introduftion  of  arbitrary '  govern- 
ment, and  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Rom^n  catho- 
lic religion.     The  obftinacy  of  the  king^  in  cul- 
tivating and  retaihing  his  alliance  with  France,  fo 
repugnant  to  the  fentiments  of  his  people,  ahd  the 
remonftrances  of  his  parliament,  laid  a  juft  foun- 
dation for  thofe  fufpicions,  which  have  been  amply 
confirmed  by  vouchers  lately  brought  to  light.    It 
was  ali;no(l  unavoidable  to  conclude,  that  he  de- 

pomifes.  He  firft  endeavoared  to  make  conditidf^s  with  the 
prince;  but,  finding  him  untra^abley  truf^ed  to  the operacions of 
thefe  mocives.  Temple,  vol.  i.  Dalrympie's  Appendix,  p. 
128. 

Whatever  the  views  of  Charles  were,  it  is  cenain,  that  Lewis 
expreiTed  furpriie  and  indignation  when  he  received  the  news  of 
the  prince  of*  Orange's  marriage,  and  intimated  his  difpleafure 
againft  Charles,  by  withholding  the  penfion  he  had  promift^ 
Charles,  offended  at  the  unexpedled  anger  and  neglect  of*  Lewis^ 
recalled  his  proclamation  for  the  adjournment  of  his  parliament 
till  April  4,  1678,  according  to  his  ftipulation  by  the  fecret 
treaty,  and  fummoned  it  to  meet  28th  January  1678  r  and,  in 
oraer  to  regain  its  confidence,  he  entered  into  a  league,  oifenlive 
and  defenflve,  with  the  States  of  Holland,  !6th  January  1678, 
Ibid. 

E  a  rived 
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CHAP,  rived  immediate  fupplies  from  the  liberality  of 


France,  and  that  he  had  ground  to  exped  the  aid. 


^        both  of  money  and  of  arms,  to  eftablifli  the  ind(^* 
pendence  of  the  crown,  and  to  confirm  its  ufurpa- 
tions  upon  the  privileges  of  his  fubjefts.      fhe 
accepting  of  money  from  France,  was  more  dif- 
honourable  to  the  charader  of  the  prince,  than  it 
was  hurtful  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation ;  but  his 
plan  of  independence  upon  parliament,  involved 
the  deftrqftion  of  all  that  was  facred  and  dear ; 
and  roufed  the  keen  indignation  and  unremitted 
vigilance  of  every  patriot.  From  whatever  quarter 
it  proceeded,  or  by  whomlbever  abetted,  arbitrary 
government  was  equally  the  objed:  of  abhorrence. 
Every  prejudice  was  to  be  facriiiced,  every  ani-  - 
mofity  fufpended,  every  aid  embraced,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  arbitrary  pawer — the 
confummation  of  national  mifery.     From  prin- 
ciples fo  plaufible,  and  arguments  fo  popular,  the 
ingenuity  of  French  agents  could  be  at  no  lofs  to 
extrad  materials  well  fitted  to  work  upon  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  to  foften,  or  turn 
into  a  new  channel,  that  jealoufy,  which  threatened 
to  obftrud  the  career  of  their  vidories  upon  the 
continent.  The  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
it  was  now  infmuated,  mud  utterly  cut  off  all 
hope,  from  the  patriotic  party,  of  deriving  pro- 
tedion  or  fupport  from  his  talents,  in  defence  of 
their   violated    laws   and   tottering   conftitution. 
Gratitude  for  the  honour  he  had  received,  and 
dependence  on  future  favours,  would  unavoidably 
bend  him  into  a  compliance  with  the  defires  of  his 
uncle   and  father-in-t;iw,  while  his  reverfionary 
expeftations  upon  the  throne  of  England  would 
captivate  his  ambition,  and  difpofe  him  to  connive 
at  every  effort  calculated  to  extend  that  power, 
which  might,  one  day,  defcead  into  his  own 
I  hands. 
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bands*  *  .  The  fame  engine  of  policy  was  eniploy-  CHAP. 
ed  to  undermine  the  confidence  which  the  prince      ^^* 
hitherto  enjoyed  in  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and  to     ,5. 
weaken  his  influence  in'  the  direction  of  their  coun-  and  in 
fels.    What  had  they  to  expeft,  but  that  the  in-  Holland, 
iluence  of  Charles  and  James,  of  whofe  ill-will 
they  had  fo  many  proofs,  would  be  exerted  to  give 
every  aid  to  advance  the  power  and  prerogative  of 
their  relation,  at  the  expence  of  the  immunities 
and  privileges  of  the  States  ?  A  recent  event  was 
improved  to  give  colour  to  thefe  infinuations  and 
fufpicions.      The  State  of  Guelderland  had  made 
a  tender  of  the  fovereignty  of  their  province  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  which,  it  appeared,  his  pru- 
dence, rather  than  his  moderation,  had  induced 
him  to  decline.     He  did  not  infUntly  rejeft  this 
offer ;  he  founded  the  fentinients  of  the  reft  of  the 
provinces ;  he  found  them  againft  the  meafure ; 
and  had,  therefore,  waved  the  acceptance  of  a 
dignity,  which,  without  their  concurrence,  niuft 
have    been    extremely    mutilated   and    precari- 
ous'\ 

The  effefts  of  thefe  intrigues  of  France,  and  the 
ftrain  of  argument  with  which  they  were  artfully 
gloffed,  were  now  manifeft,  both  in  Holland  and 
in  England.  In  the  former,  t!ie  dread  of  diftant 
danger,  from  the  ambition  of  France,  yielded  to 
the  domeftic  jealoufy  of  the  talents  and  afpiring 
temper  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  His  intereft  be- 
gan to  fink  apace  ;  that  of  the  Louvellein  fadion 
to  afcend ;  and  the  projefl:  of  a  feparate  peace 
witli  France,  without  regard  to  the  confederates, 
was  every  day  gaining  profelytes  *  *.  In  England, 
the  views  of  France,  though  in  a  clandeftine  man- 

••  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  128.  142. 
■'  Ncuvile,  T.  4.     Life  of  Wiiliaro. 
* '  Ncufile.    Life  of  William. 

ner. 
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CHAP.ncr,  ivcrc  no  lefs  cflfeaually  promoted.  Perfonr 
^  V:^  of  high  rank  and  reputation  began  to  hold  inter- 
15^-  courfe  with  the  French  agents,  and  to  concert 
The  meafures  for  preventing  the  war,  which  they,  and 
agents  of  the  party  in  -  oppofition,  with  whom  they  were 

^T  u'     Conncded,  had  hitherto  urged  with  fervour  and 
and  the.    .  .  ,-,,        ,  ^     r      i- 

leaders  of ^"^P^rf^'^i^y-      The  danger  of  arbitrary  power, 
oppofiti-   imminent  and  formidable,  abforbed  every  other 
on,  unite  paffion,  and  fanftified,  in  their  eyes,  every  mean 
idewf*"^^^  expedient  by  which  it  could  be  averted.     1  hat 
the  ailiftance  of  France  might  be  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed to  this  purpofe,  was  an  opinion,  not  weakly 
or  corruptly  adopted  in  confequence  of  the  fedu* 
lous   application   and  fpecious  fophiftry  of  her 
agents,  or  the  influence  of  her  money  profufely 
difperfed  among  the  members  of  parliament,  but 
founded  upon  the  convidtion  of  a  real,  though  very 
^  .^      unexpeSied  and  extraordinary  coalition  of  interefts 
bandina    ^^^  defigns.     To  prevent  the  infereafe  of  the  mi- 
|he  army,  Ut?iry  power,  of  England,  was  an  objeA  of  fuch 
magnitude  in  the  eyes  of  Lewis  and  the  Engliih 
.     patriots,  that  all  their  private  animofities  vanifhed 
before  it.    The  latter  were  afraid,  that  a  (landing 
army,  if  once  eftabli(hed  in  England,  would  be 
employed  to  overturn  their  liberties,  and  to  fix  the 
roots  of  exorbitant  prerogative.   The  French  king 
was  afraid,  that  the  current  of  national  opinion 
would  overpower  the  private  inclination  of  Charles, 
and  finally  direft  the  operations  of  that  army,  iu 
conjundion  with  the  confederates,  to  reduce  his 
^nddif-    conquers   in  Flanders.     The  diflblution  of  the 
folvingihc  parliament  pf  England  was  an  objeft  of  equal  fo- 
paiha-      licitude  to  Lewis  and  to  the  Englifli  patriots.     To 
^^^^  '      the  former  it  was-  obnoxious,  becaufe  it  had  fet 
itfelf  in  determined  oppofition  to  hisprojeds;  knd, 
not  fatisfied  with  havmg  torn  their  monarch  from 
his  intereft,  the  coipmons  npw  wanted  to  compel 
)iim  to  take  s^n  adive  part  }n  overturning  that 

power. 
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power,  which  he  had  formerly  laboured  to  en- CHAP, 
large.     By  the  patriots  the  diffolution  of  parlia-    _^{i^ 
ment  was  eagerly  purfued ;  becaufe,  though  their     j^. 
iafluence  had  increafed  in  the  late  feffion,  yet  there 
ftill  remained  in  the  houfe  of  commons  fuch  a 
(lock  of  their  original  loyalty,  as  rendered  it  dif- 
ficult to  fix  a  majority  of  members  in  oppofition 
to  the  intereft  of  the  court.    An  hatred  to  lord 
Danby,  which,  for  reafons  already  mentioned,  ac- 
tuated both  Lewis  and  the  leading  members  of 
oppofition,  alfo  formed  an  illiberal,  but  neverthe- 
lefs  a  powerful,  bond  of  union  between  them ; 
and  employed  their  combined  efforts  to  accomplifh 
his  difgrace,  by  whatever  means  it  could  be  obtain- 

But  though  thefe   motives  of  union  between 
France  and  the  patriotic  party  were  manifeft  and 
forcible,  yet  the  latter  were  extremely  diffident 
about  the  friendfhip  of  the  former ;  and  the  ad- 
vantages they  expected  from  it,  were  partial  and 
reftrided.     They  were  well  pleafed  to  find  that 
France   was  jealous   of  the  ccndudl  of  Charles ; 
and  that  (he  was  perfuaded,  that  it  was  not  her  in- 
tereft that  he  fhould  become  mafler  of  the  liberties 
of  his  people.     They  therefore  confented  to  a£l  in 
concert  with  her,  for  the  obftrudion  of  chat  event :  Union  be- 
But  it  was  only  in  an  indireft  and  concealed  man-^«'««« 
ner,  and  in  a  hmited  degree,  that  the  leaders  of-J^^"*"^ 
the  popular  party  could  undertake  to  concur  with  j^r  L^ 
the  views  of  France.     To  have  coincided  openly  or  unnatural 
avowedly  with  her  fchemes,  or  even  to  nave  ufed*"^.^^^"* 
exprefGons  of  amity  and  peace  in  anyone  inftance      °^^' 
whatever  where  her  interefts  were  at  flake,  would 
have  been  fuch  an  offence  to  the  ilrongeil  preju<< 
dices  of  the  nation,  and  fuch  a  glaring  contra- 
didion  to  their  own  avowed  fentixnents,  as  mull 

'*  Palryrople.  Ap.  p.  129.     Memoire  de  Bariilooy  p.  131. 

utterly 
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CHAP,  utterly  have  cxtinguiftied  their  credit  for  integrity 
^1^  and  patriotifm.     Nay,  they  durft  not  even  engage 
"^        diredly,  to  oppofe  the  granting  of  money  to  the 
king,  for  defraying  the  expences  of  a  v^ar  with. 
France,  left  they  fliould  incur  the  charge  of  incon- 
fiftency,  or  the  more  infamous  reproach  of  fa* 
vouring  her  interefts.    They  propofed  therefore 
to  clog  the  fupplies  with  claufes  injurious  to  the 
prerogative ;  to  annex  difagreeable  conditions  to 
them ;  to  do  every  thing  to  give  the  court  vex- 
ation ;    which   they  reprefented  to   the    French 
agents,  as  the  moil  effedtual  method  of  throwing 
the  king  again  into  the  arms  of  Lewis ^  ""•     So  fen- 
fible  were  the  leaders  of  the  country  party  of  the 
odium  of  encountering,  and  the  impoiTibility  of 
overcoming,  the  national  antipathy  to  France,  that 
they  promifed  to  cover  their  defigns  of  ferving 
her,  with  every  external  appearance  of  hoftility ; 
and  even  to  join  in  importuning  the  king  to  the 
declaration  of  war  againft  her^'.    Nor  does  it 

appear 

*^  Dairy mplc,  Ap.  p.  129.  Memoire  de  Barillon,  p.  131. 

*^  Barillon  writes  to  Lewis,  nth  April  1678,  that  in  order 
to  prevent  great  fupplies  of  men  and  money  being  fent  from  Eng- 
land into  Flinders  in  fupport  of  the  confederates,  the  leaders  of 
the  po])ular  party  had  reprefented,  that  it  would  beneceflary  to 
preis  king  Charles  to  declare  war  againft  France,  before  the 
parliament  granted  the  fupplies ;  and  they  prgpofed  that  tho 
rrench  king  (hould  inlift  upon  having  an  anlwer  from  Charles* 
whether  )ie  adualiy  intended  to  declare  war  againft  him  or  not* 
'i  hey  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  French  ambaifador,  that  this 
couid  have  no  pernicious  tffc&  with  regard  to  the  inteieft  of 
France,  nor  be  the  occalion  of  Charles  entering  into  war  with 
her,  unlefs  he  was  already  refolved  to  doit.     Dal,  Ap.  p.  136. 

From  this  information  it  appears,  that  the  popular  leaders  ftill  en* 
tertained  fome  fufpicioo  that  Lewis  and  Charles  aAed  in  concert. 
By  this  demand  they  put  the  fincerity  of  the  former,  in  couniog 
a  connexion  with  them,  to  the  tefl.  1  hey  wanted  not  only  to 
be  fatisiied  themfclves  that  Lewis  was  (incere;  but  they  required 
fuch  evidence  of  this  as  might  fatisfy  their  friends,  when  they 
came  to  difcover  to  them  this  myderious  union.  The  great  ob- 
jeA  of  the  popular  leader Sy  was  to  prevent  fupplies  from  being 

given 
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appear  that  the  French  agents  formed  very  high  CHAP, 
expectations  from  the  engagements  of  the  leaders      ''; 
of  the  popular  faction  :  on  the  contrary,  they  ex-  7677^ 
prefled  themfelves  with  great  diffidence  and   un- 
certainty when  they  mentioned  this  connejftion, 
and  reprefented  it  as  unexpected  and  myfterious : 
nor  was  it  long  before  they  changed  their  political 
fyftem,    and    entered  again  into   a  treaty/  with 
Charles,  as  conftituting  a  bafis  of  concord,  more 
natural,  and  more  likely  to  endure  and  to  anlwer 
their  expectations,  than  the  cafual,  traniient,  and 
conftrained  friendfliip  of  her  political  enemies*  *• 
As  this  defcription  of  the  motives  and  fentimenta 

giveo  to  an  army,  which,  upon  v^hatevcr  pretext  tt  had  been 
raifed,  might  one  day  be  employed  to  change  the  form  of  govtrn- 
meot,  and  annihilate  the  exiflencc  of  parliament.  Th'  y  knev 
welly  that  Charles  was  extremely  relu^ant  to  enter  into  a  war 
wick  France ;  and  that  he  would  embrace  every  pretext  to  delay 
or  evade  it.  The  withholding  of  thefapplies  would  afford  him  that 
pretext :  and  for  this  they  engaged.  Thus  far  they  a^ed  in  con- 
cert with  Prance;  but  in  perfed  confiftency  with  their  ov/n  views 
of  the  intereft  of  England. 

**  By  this  treaty,  (27th  May  1678,)  Charles  engages  to  re^      ^ 
main  in  perfect  neutrality,  in  cafe  propolals  for  peace  offered  at 
Ntmeguen,  (hould  not  be  accepted  before  two  months  expired  ; 
and  to  recal  the  troops  he  had  fent  into  Flanders.     By  a  feparate 
ardcley  the  French  king  becomes  bound,  to  pay  Charles  fix  mil* 
lions  of  livres  tonmois,  upon  the  exprefs  condition,  that  the  king 
of  England  (hould  not  only  recal  his  troops  from  ^  landers,  but 
that  tbofe  troops  (hould  be  difbanded,  as  loon  as  they  (hould  ar- 
rive in  his  dominions  ;  and  alfo,  that  he  (hould  prorogue  his  par* 
liameot  for  four  months  at  lea(l,  to  be  computed  from  the  expira* 
tion  of  two  months,  within  which  time  propofals  for  peace  were 
to  be  accepted.     Dal.  Ap.  p.  162,  163,  164. 
*    This  la(l  condition  (hews  us  the  limitations  and  referve,  with 
which  the  leaders  of  oppodtion  had  entered  into  engagements  with 
France :  and  how  little  of  her  confidence   they  had  acquired, 
fince  (he  e(teemed  the  fufpenlion  of  parliament,  a  better  fecurity 
for  her  intered,  than  their  influence  and  engagements.     A  few 
months  after  this,  Charles  projc^ed  another  treaty  with  Francet 
by  which  he  was  to  aflid  the  Swedes  with  a  flett,  to  recover  the 
places  taken  by  the  duke  of  Brandenburgh.  Ibid,  j  78^ 

of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  the  French  agents,  is  founded  upon  the  meitfo-^ 
^  y*  rials  and  letters  which  refer  to  their  correfpond- 
1677-8.  ^^^^  *  ^^  ^^  ^^  perfedlly  agreeable  to  the  meafures 
of  parliament,  coincident  with  the  period  of  their 
correfpondence,  and  purfued  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  popular  party.  It  is  indeed  curious  to  obferve, 
how  much  the  memorials  and  other  vouchers  of 
this  correfpondence  between  the  French  agents  and 
the  popular  leaders,  and  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  latter,  contribute  to  develope  the  caufes 
of  political  events,  which  formeily  appeared  dark 
and  infcrutable ;  to  reconcile  meafures  feea\ingly 
inconfiftent,  and  to  reftore  unity  of  defign  and 
fteadinefs  of  principle  to  characters,  which,  upon 
imperfeft  information,  wear  the  refemblance  of 
verfatility  and  corruption. 
Parlia-  After  many  adjournments,  the  fixteenth  feffioa 

«n«nt        of  this  parliament  was  continued   for  the   dif* 
aSth'ia     P*^^^  ^f  bufinefs.     The  alliance  with  the  States, 
nuary       the  forwardnefs  of  naval  preparations,  and  the 
1678.       marriage  of  his  niece  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
furniflied  his  majefty  with  popular  fubjeds  for 
addreifing  the  parliament,  and  plaufible  argument$ 
31ft  Janu-  for  foliciting  fupply.    Though  the  commons  pre- 
^'         fented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king,  for  hav- 
ing married  hi€  niece  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  yet 
they  omitted  to  mention  his  alliance  with    the 
4th  May.  Stales,  thereby  referving  it  for  future  cenfure,  a$ 
inadequate  for  retraining  the  power  of  France, 
1 8th  and  and  fecuring  the  proteftant  religion.     They  voted 
23d  Feb.  a  fupply  of  one  million,  for  enabling  his  maiefty 
^P^^^*     to  enter  into  aftual  war  againft  the  French  kmg  ; 
the  "king    b^^  ^^  every  fubfequent  .debate  relative  to  the 
29th  A-    means  of  raifmg  it,  difcovered  the  utmoft  jealoufy 
pri*-         of  the  king's  fmcerity,  and  at  laft  came  to  the  re- 
folution  not  to  tru(t  him  with  money,  till  fatisfac- 
tion  was  given  in  matters  of  religion*'.    They 

»     Crey*5  Deb^ties,  voI»  v.  p.  282, 

entered 


POLITICAL  TRANSACTIONS,  &c  59 

entered  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation ;  revived  the  C  H  A  p. 
apprehcnfions  of  the  danger  of  popery ;  and  drew  ,    JJi 
up  reafons  to  be  urged  to  the  lords,  in  a  confer-    ,g.g^ 
ence,  for  perfuading  them  to  co-operate  in  feeking 
fome  effe£tual  remedy  againd  thi^s  growing  evil. 
They  addrefled  the  king  a  fecond  time,  complain-  7th  May. 
ing  of  the  pernicious  effefts  of  his  delay  in  not 
anTwering  their  former  addrefs  ;^  and  praying  him 
to  remove  evil  counfellors.    His  majefty  complain- 
ed of  this  addrefs  to  the  lords,  and,  offended  with  Proro- 
the  difrcfpedful  behaviour  of  the  commons,  pro-^^  '3^ 
rogued  the  parliament.  .      ^' 

Nothing  could  be  more  embarraiHng  than  the  EmVar-i 
fituation  in  which  the  king  now  found  himfelf  in-  ra/Tment 
volved,  by  that  diftruft  and  jealoufy  which  his^f^'^e 
former  attachment  to  France,  and  his  undecided     ^' 
cond\xGt  had  excited.     To  whatever  quarter  he 
turned  his  eyes,  difficulties  ftarted  before  him,  and 
upon  what^ever  refolution  he  fixed,  he  mu(l  lay 
his  account  with  cenfure  and  reproach.     He  had 
augmented  his  navy  and  army :  he  had  fent  th^ 
duke  of  Monmouth  with  a  body  of  troops  into  the 
Netherlands ;  and  made  every  preparation,  as  far 
as  the  fupplies  granted  would  extend,  to  enter  into 
war  with  France.     Should  he  now  difcontinue 
warlike  preparations,  it  would  be  admitted  as  an 
unqueftionable  evidence  of  his  diflimulation,  and 
of  his  inflexible  adherence  to  Lewis.     While,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  continuance  of  his  prepara- 
tions, and  the  augmentation  of  his  forces,  kept 
alive  the  jealoufy  of  a  great  part  of  the  nation ;  and, 
by  bringing  an  additional  incumbrance  upon  his 
revenue,  increafed  his  dependence  upon  parlia<> 
laent.    The  prelfure  of  this  dilemma  he  attempted 
to  transfer  to  parliament,  which,  after  a  proroga-* 
lion  of  ten  days^  met  for  the  feventeenth  feflion,  s^jj^q  ^^ 
The  king  declared  his  refolution  to  fave  Flanders,  pariia- 
dtber  by  peace  or  war,  2^  circumftances  (houtd  mcou 

dire£t ; 
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CH  AP.  direft:  That,  in  either  view,  it  was  ncccffary  to 
'^*      keep  up  a  (Irong  force  by  fea  and  land ;  but,  as 
^**T^r^  that  depended  upon  the  fupplies,  he  left  it  to  their 
choice,  to  provide  for  the  maintaining,  or  the  dif- 
banding,  of  the  army, 
m.lio.         The  commons  not  only  ihifted  the  difficulty  from 
mourof    themfelves,  but,  with  great  addrefs,  retorted  it 
ihccom-  ypQn  the  king;  by  refolving,  that,  if  he  entered 
"*^"'*       into  a  war  with  France,  they  would  fupport  and 
aflift  him  ;  but  that,  if  he  declined  to  do  it,  they 
would  then  provide  for  the  fpeedy  diibanding  of 
the  army**.     As  if  fmcerely  defirous  to  return  to 
a  good  underftanding  with  the  commons,  the  king 
imparted  the  ftate  of  his  negociations  with  fuch 
an  air  of  candour,  as  feemed  calculated  to  remove 
all  diftruft  of  his  fmcertty  and  defigns.     He  in- 
formed them,  that  there  was  a  near  profpeft  of 
peace  with  France,  but  that  he  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  difmifs  either  the  fleet  or  army,  before 
a8thMay.it  was  concluded.     The  only  return  which  the 
commons  made  to  this  meflage,  was  a  vote,  that 
all  the  forces  raifed  from  the  twenty-ninth  of  Sep- 
tember one  thoufand  fix  hundred  ftnd  feventy- 
feven,  (hould  be  forthwith  paid  oflF  and  diibanded; 
and  that  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fliould  be  raifed  by  monthly  affeflments  for  that 
6th  and    purpofe.     They  voted  a  fupply  of  four  hundred 
2oth        thoufand  pounds  for  extraordinary  charges  of  the 
J""**       navy  and  ordnance;  for  paying  the  princefs  of 
Orange's  portion ;  and  for  the  repayment  of  two 
hundre'd   thoufand  pounds,  borrowed  upon  the 
lift  June,  credit  of  additional  excife;  but   they  precluded 
all  hope  of  farther  aid,  and  anfwered  his  majefly's 
urgent  and  repeated  importunities,  by  a  refolution 
that  the  people  (hould  be  charged  with  no  more 
money  during  that  feflionof  patliament. 

^t  Journ,  Commons,  25th  and  27th  May, 

The 
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The  meafure8  now  recited,  urged  by  oppofition,  C  h  A  P. 
and  adopted  by  tne  commons,  in  the  three  preced-  s^^J^^Lj 
ing  feifions  of  parliament,  convey  no  favourable     ,5^3 
idea  of  their  principles  and  temper ;    and  were  Apolog/ 
we  to  judge  between  the  court  and  them,  merely,  ^^^  **>«**• 
from  thofe  evidences   which  are  comprehended 
within   the  circle  of  parliamentary  proceedings, 
though  we  might  not  acquit  the  former  of  the 
charge  of  duplicity,  yet  a  confiderable  portion  of 
cenfure  would  certainly  be  affigned  to  the  latter. 
A  fpirit  of  ifafkion  appeared,  in  wrangling  and  de- 
bating about   every  queftion,   however    trifling, 
wherein  difrefpefl  could  be  (hown  to  their  fove* 
reign,  or  difapprobation  of  his  meafures  exprefs- 
ed.    When  we  take  into  account .  preceding  and 
concurring  circumftances,  the  inflexibility  of  the 
king,  in  the  profecution  of  meafures^  no  lefs  per- 
nicious to  the  interefts,  than  contrary  to  the  in- 
clinations, of  his  people :  When  we  confider  the 
diftruft  of  his  parliament,  at  the  period  of  their 
fervent  loyalty  ;  the  frequent  and  long  difcontinu- 
ance  of  their  counfels  ;  and  above  all,  when  we 
difcover,  that  even,  while  holding  out  the  faireft 
language,  and  affeding  an  anxiety  to  gratify  the 
wilhes  of  his  people,  he  was  privately  occupied  in 
renewing  his  alliance  with  France,  and  devoting 
himfelf  to  her  interefts ;  every  exprefliion  of  dif- 
refpeft,  upon  the  part  of  the  commons,   every 
fcheme  of  bridling  his  power  and  thwarting  his 
will,  appear  no  more  than  merited  refentment. 
and  a  neceflfary    defence   againft  the  enormous 
tteachpry  of  his  conduct. 

Emboldened  by  the  fecret  afliirance  of  the  neu-  France  c« 
trality  of  England,  the  French  agents    contrived  ^a^^«  }^^ 
refined  diftin&ions,  to  evade  the  conditions  which  ^^had°"* 
they  had  already  admitted  as  the  bafis  of  a  gene-  agreed  to 
ral  peace.     They  had  promifed  to  deliver  up  the  for  a 
frontier  towns  which  had  been  taken  in  Flanders,  P<^*c«- 

belonging 
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C  HA  P.  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain ;  but,  having  fpe- 
^_  1^    cified  no  time  for  the  fulfilling  of  this,  they  now 
1678.    avowed  their  intentions  of  retaining  thefe  towns, 
till  fatisfadion  (houid  be  made  to  their  ally,  the 
king  of  Sweden,  for  the  territory  he  had  loft  dur- 
ing the  war*'.     The  indignation  raifed  by  this 
event  was  fo  high  and  general,  that,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  fhadow  of  fmcerity,  Charles  was  un- 
der the  neceility  of  afiuming  a  menacing  tone ; 
S"  Wir  ^^^  ^^  putting  himfelf  into  an  hoftile  pofture. 
am  Tc!n-  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  William  Temple  into  Holland,  to  make 
plefcDt  to  a  new  treaty  with  the  States.     His  ambaflador  ac- 
coicr  into  complifhed  his  bufinefs  with  difpatch  and  fuccefs, 
whh^ir^*  fuitable  to  the  alacrity  and  ardour  with  which  he 
States       entered  upon  it.     He  concluded  an  alliance,  offen- 
five  and  defenfive,  with  the  States;  by  which  the 
king   of  England  became  engaged  to   make  war 
with  France,  if  (he  did  not  deliver  up  the  towns  in 
queftion  before  the  expiration  of  two  months*^. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  the  feri- 
ous  intention  of  Charles  to  proceed  to  a  war  when 
that  period  fhould  arrive,  as  is  evident,  from  his 
anxiety  to  avert  the  crifis  of  putting  his  fidelity  and 
honour  to  the  reft.     Within  a  few  days  of  the  ex- 
which  is  piration  of  the  period  allowed  the  French  king  for 
over-        complying  with  his  demand,  a  meffenger  was  dif^ 
turned  by  patched  to  fir  William  Temple,  commanding  hioi 
ino  0?^^*^"^°  ufe  entreaties  with  the  Swedifli  ambaflfador,  to 
Charles,    confent  o  th6  evacuation  of  the  towns  in  Flanders; 
and  promifmg,  after   the  peace,  to  ufe  effedual 
meafures  for  recovering  certain  towns,  which  the 
king  of  Sweden  had  loft  in  Germany*'.     The 
well  known  charafker  of  De  Cros,  the  meffenger 
difpatched  upon  this  bufinefs  from  England,  who 

»*  Temple,  vol.  u  p.  x6^. 

-^  Ibid.  ^    ^  ^ 

»'  Ibid. 

was 
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was  an  agent  for  Sweden,  and  a  tool  of  the  French  CHAP, 
ambaflador  Barillon,  his  officioufnefs  in  publifhing  .^..fK.,^ 
his  errand  wherever   he  pafled,  and  infinuating    ,^^g^ 
that  this  meafure  had  been  taken  in  concert  with 
France,  entirely  overfet  the  hopes  raifed  in  the 
States  by  fir  William  Temple's  embafly,  and  con- 
ftrained   them  to   haften  a  feparate  peace  with 
France,  the  very  fnare  in  which  Lewi§  had  pre-  .pi^^ 
pared  to  entangle  them.     Though   Charles  had  States 
every  reafon  to  expedt  this  event,  and  certainly  make 
wifhed  to  bring  it  about,  he  counterfeited  the  ut-  Pfacc^Jth 
muft  furprife  and   indignation ;  immediately  dif-    ^"^^^' 
patched  Mr.  Hyde,  to  perfuade  the  States  to  re- 
fufe  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  figned  by  their 
ambaflador ;  and  to  aflure   them  of  his  entering 
into  the  war  with  heart  and  vigour. 

The  whole  conduft  of  Charles  with  refpedl  to  obfeiTati- 
the  peace  of  Nimiguen,  appears  fo  wavering,  ca-  ons  upon 
pricious,  and  weak,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  are  the  con 
at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the   true  motives  from  ^"^  ^^ 
which  It  proceeded;  or  to  determine  how  far,  and     *^^'* 
at  what  time,  he  was   fincere,  and  really  meant 
what  he  fpoke  and  declared.     There  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  that  the  prevailing  bent  of  Charles's 
affeflion  inclined  him  to  favour   the  intereft  of 
France,  and  the  depravity  of  his   political  fyftem 
made  him  believe,  that  a  connexion  with  her  was 
moft  propitious   to  his  independence  and  power. 
This  objeft,  therefore,  he  ever  kept  in  view,  and 
-purfued,  through  the  greateft  part  of  his  reign, 
with  more  conftancy  and  diligence  than  he  difco- 
vered  on  any  other  occafion.     Timidity  was  a 
flrong  ingredient  in  the  temper  of  Charles,  and 
prevented  him  from  performing  fome  of  thofe  en- 
fragements  to  which  he  had  bound  himfelf  by  his 
alliance  with  France :  he  was  dilatory  and  evafive, 
about  declaring  himfelf  a  Roman  catholic,  one  of 
the  conditions  of  his  firft  fecret  treaty :  he  yielded 

t* 


64  THE    HISTORY    OF 

C  H  A  P.  to  the  impatience  of  the  nation,  by  the  calling  of 
^j*^^  meetings  of  parliament,  upon  different  occafions, 
1678.    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  engaged  to  fufpend  them  :  he  difap- 
pointed  France,  by  Suddenly  making  peace  with 
Holland,  after   the  fecond   Dutch   war:  he   (lill 
more  grievoufly  offmded  her,  by  giving  his  niece 
in   marriage  to  the  prince  of  Orange.    If  ever 
Charles  failed  in  his  engagements  to  France,  it  did 
notarife  from  want  of  atiachment,  but  from,  fear, 
and  the  love  of  eafe,  which  occafionally  predomi- 
nated, and  defeated  (he   impulfe  of  his  (Irongell 
prejudices.    The  experience  the  French  king  had 
of  Charles's  fIu£tuatingcondu6t,  excited  adtftruft 
of  his  fidelity  in   fulfilling  the  conditions  of  the 
later  treaties  into  which  they  entered.     As  the  gra- 
tification  of  ambition  was  the  fole  objedk  of  all 
the  political  meafures  of  Lewis,  he  did  not  fcru- 
ple  at  the  means  fubfervient  t6  this  end,  whatever 
they  were ;  and  therefore,  occafionally,  tampered 
with  the  party  in  oppofition  in  England ;  a  fpecies 
of  condurt,  which  expreffed  contempt  and  ingrati- 
tude towards  Charles.     The  infidious  conftrudion 
which  the  French  agents  put  upon  the  marriage  of 
the  lady  Mary,  as  if  it  had  been  intended  as  the 
inftrument  of  arbitrary  power  in  England,  and 
theclofe  correfpondence  they  held  at  that  time 
with  the  party  in  oppofition,  may  well  be  fuppofed 
to  have  excited  atranfient  indignation  in  the  breaft 
of  Ch^arles.    But   there  was  nothing  that  feemed 
more  to  have  rankled  in  his  mind,  than  a  peremp- 
tory and  infolent  requifition  of  the  French  king, 
that  the  army  of  England  fhould  not  exceed  eight 
thoufand  men*     In  whatever  light  he  conlidered 
this  demand,  it   was  mortifying  to  him.     How 
ungrateful  in  Lewis,  to  call  in  queftion  the  fince*> 
rity  of  th  t  attachment,  which  he  had  maintained 
fo  long,  and  to  which  he   had  facrificed  fo  much  ? 
Mow  humiliating,  to  infmuate  that  his  power  was 

fo 
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fo  low,  that  he  could  not  be  the  mafter  of  his  own  C  H.A  P. 
army?  It  is  not  furprifinp;,  that,  under  thefelm-  ^J^- 
preffions,    Charles  cxpreflTed  indignation,    which     ,^3 
had  every   appearance  of  fincere  enmity,  and  de- 
termined refentment  againft  France.     Sir  William 
Temple  acknowledges,  that   he  himfelf  was  de- 
ceived by  appearances  ;  and  certainly  expedted, 
that  his  mafter  was  to  (land  to  the  confequences  of 
the  inftruftions/  with  which  he  was  charged  in  his 
fecond  embafTy  to  the  States* '.     In  the  mediation 
of  peace,  Charles  was  certainly  fincere.     The  em- 
barraffments  of  his  revenue,  altercations  with  his 
parliament,  the  failure  ofevcryexpeftationof  raif- 
ing  his  power  by  the  aid  of  the  French  king,  who 
had  humbled  him  by  the  propufal  of  reducing  his 
army,  rendered  him  fincerely  defirous  that  a  gene- 
ral peace  fhould  take  place.     So  far  as  threats  could 
contribute  to  that  end,  he  was  willing  to  go  ;  but, 
certainly  he  did  not  mean  to  advance  farther,  or 
really  to  enter  into  a  war*  •• 

F  In 

'*  Temple's  Memoirs,  vol.  it  p.  566. 

*'  *k  was  generally  believed  that  the  mefTage  of  De Cros  was 
comrired  io  concert  with  the  French  ambaHador,  and  that  the 
efc^  of  it  was  jud  what  was  intended  and  defired.  It  contra- 
dicted the  inftrudions  of  Sir  William  Temple,  orerthrew  his 
turijonty»  drove  the  States  into  defpair,  aod  made  them  ruAi, 
%idi  imprudent  celerity,  into  a  feparate  peace.  Dairy  mple,  A  p. 
p.  180.  Rerelby,  p.  66. 

The  indigoattoa  exprefTed  by  Charles  upon  the  news  of  this 
peace,  and  the  vehemence  with  which  he  intreated  the  States  to 
evade  the  confirmation  of  it,  feemed  to  furnifh  an  argument  in 
refutation  of  what  is  above  averted,  and  in  fupport  of  the  opinion 
ibit  Charles  was  fincere  in  the  refolation  of  eniering  into  a  war 
wiik  France.  -He  was  at  that  time,  if  ever  in  his  life,  fincere» 
aod  meant  what  he  declared ;  but  let  it  be  obfe rvcd,  that  an 
eveot,  pofterior  to  the  date  of  fir  William  7>mple's  embafTy  and 
Ac  dimatch  of  De  Cros,  infpired  that  Cncferiiy.  The  rumour  of 
A  popim  plot  had  gone  abroad  ;  it  gained  eafy  belief,  and  fprcad 
oaiferik]  horror.  Thoagh  the  Jung  did  not  believe  the  ptor,  he 
vas  no  Ids  alansed  with  the  profpe6l  of  the  internal  combullion 
tliat  die  pppular  belief  of  it  was  likely  to  produce.    To  arert 

this. 
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In  the  lad  feffion  of  this  parliament,  we  behold 
oppofition  fuccefsful  and  triumphant,  not  only  in 
over-ruiing  public  meafures  againd  the  influence 
and  wiflies  of  the  court,  but  in  gratifying  private 
pique  and  refentment ;  and  overturning  the  power 
'  of  the  minifter,  againfl  whom  they  had,  in  vain, 

dire£ted  their  mod  violent  attacks  in  the  preceding 
feflions. 
Ix)rd  Ihe  gratification  of  party  refentment,  in  the 

^"^y""'  ruin  of  lord  Danby  was  accompliflied  by  bafe 
ptac  c  .  j^j.^jfj^g^  3,^jj  furniflies  an  objeftion  to  the  integrity 
and  honour,  rather  than  any  evidence  of  the 
weaknefs  and  credulity  of  thofe  who  conducted  it. 
It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  lord  Danby  was, 
in  heart  and  principle,  a  violent  adverfary  to  the 
intered  of  France,  and  that  he  oppofed  the  king's 
propenfity  to  French  alliances,  as  far  as  was  com- 
patible with  his  remaining  in  office.  Fully  fenfible 
of  this,  the  French  king,  in  his  turn,  hated  that 
minider ;  and  indruded  his  agents  in  England  to 
ufe  every  effort,  in  concert  with  the  popular  party, 
to  bring  about  his  difgrace.     Montague,  the  £n- 

glifli  ambafTador  at  Paris,  who  received  the  in- 
ruftions  which  Danby  reluftantly  communicated, 
concerning  the  favourable  inclinations  of  his  maf- 
ter  towards  France,  entered,  with  cordiality,  into 
the  intereds  of  the  French  court,  devoted  himfelf 
to  her  fervice,  and  became  her  penfioner'  *".  Find- 
ing that  Lord  Danby,  who,  probably,  edeemed 
him  the  lefs  upon  that  account,  was  unwilling  to 
fecond  his  views  of  preferment  in  England,  he 
fomented    the    prejudices    of  the  French  king 

this,  he  embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity  which  the  flatc  of  poli» 
tical  affairs  fuggeded,  of  engaging  the  paifions  of  the  people,  and 
of  transferring  to  a  foreign  objeft  that  enthudafm  and  phrcnzy, 
which  he  forefaw  that  nothing  but  bJood  and  deftruAion  could 
appcafe. 

^"^  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  1,92.    Rerclby,  p.  77. 

againft 
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dgainft  that  nobleman.  He  came  Over  to  England  CHAP, 
without  the  permiflion  of  tlie  court,  and,  in  pro-  ^^* 
fecution  of  his  refentment  and  engagements,  en-  ^CiS. 
tered  into  a  clofe  connedtion  with  the  popular 
party,  and  difclofcd  to  them  the  fecret  of  Danby's 
correfpondence  with  France.  Two  letters,  which 
lord  Danby  had  written  to  Montague  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  the  French  alliance,  were  produced  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  •  The  odium  of  the  crime 
alleged,  and  its  coincidence  with  the  detedion  of 
the  popifli  plot,  excited  the  indignation  of  many 
who  were  untainted  with  the  prejudices  of  party, 
fuperfeded  evidence,  and  prevented  th't  fair  dif- 
tribution  of  guilt,  which  muft  have  refulted  from 
a  calm  and  accurate  invelligation  of  fads.  It 
was  not  admitted,  as  any  extenuation  of  Danby's 
crime,  that  the  letters  carried  marks  of  his  difap- 
probation ;  for  the  king's  fubfcription  was  an- 
nexed to  them,  in[)porting  that  they  were  written 
by  his  order  and  authority.  The  evidences  of  the 
voluntary  and  more  aggravated  guih  of  Montague, 
as  if  he  had  made  atonement  for  it  by  treachery, 
were  not  allowed  to  be  brought  forward.  Matter 
of  impeachment  was  voted  againil  the  minillcr; 
articles  were  founded  upon  it,  and  carried  up  to 
the  houfe  of  lords'  *. 

The  fate  of  lord  Danby  ftands  upon  record  as  a 
warning  to  minifters,  to  refign  their  power  and 
refponfibility  the  moment  they  are  called  upon,  to 
aft  againft  their  own  conviftioil,  and  to  aid  and 
abet  thofe  meafures,  which  their  judgment  and 
heart  condemn.  The  true  fource  of  his  difgrace 
was  not  his  fervices,  but  his  oppofition  to  France ; 
but  this  misfortune,  however  unaierited  and  ca- 
pricious, he  never  could  have  incurred,  if  he  had 
refigned  his  power  upon  the  call  of  principle,  and 

'■  Jour.  Commons,  iptb,  aifl,  23d  December. 

F  2  been 
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CHAP,  been  content  to  tread  in  the  humble  path  of  pri* 

^''       vacy  and  retirement, 
"""j^^^^     The  laft  meafure,  purfued  by  the  advice  of  lord 
DifTolu.    Danby,  was  the  diflblution  of  parliament.  He  had 
lion         every  thing  to  dread  from  its  violence.    The  diflb- 
lution of  parliament,  an  objeft  long  and  vehe* 
mently  defired  by  the  popular  leaders,  was  pur- 
chafed  by   them  with  a  promife  to  facrificc  their 
private  refentment,   and  to  drop  all  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  minifter,  provided  he  retired  from 
office  and  from  power'  *.      The  king  himfelf  be- 
gan to  tremble  at    the    apprehenfion    of  thofc 
difcoveries,    which    a    keen  inveftigation  of  the 
evidence    againft    his    minifter   muft  neceflarily 
bring  to  light  ;  and,  left  the  diflblution  of  parlia- 
ment (hould  not  be  fufficient  to  prevent  it,  he 
privately  granted  him  a  pardon,  in  bar  of  a  future 
impeachment' '•       The     fecond    parliament    of 
Charles,  which  had  now  completed  its  eighteenth 
feflion,  was  prorogued  to  the  thirtieth  of  Decem- 
ber one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-cight, 
aod  char-  and  diflblved  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  one 
after  of    thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine. 
the  fecond      j^^  reviewing  the  hiftory  of  this  parliament,  we 
ofcluuiw.  ^^  naturally  ftruck  with  the  fingular  contraft  of 
fentiments  and  temper,  which  charaderife  its  com- 
mencement and  conclufion.     Though  th'fe  lapfe  of 
time,  and  the  fucceflion  of  member?,  may,  in 
fome  meafure,  account  for  alterations  in  their  po- 
litical fentiments,  yet   thefe  could  neither  have 
been  fo  remarkable,  nor  produftive  of  fuch  violent 
effefts,  without  the  concurrence  of  various  events, 
which  fill  up  the  intermediate  period.     As  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  eleded  during  the  heat 
and  tranfport  of  national  loyalty,  their  firft  fteps 
indicate,  not  only  a  carelefs  negled  of  the  mod 
favourable  opportunity  for  fecuring  the  privileges 

»•  Burnet,  1678. 

'  *  Ibid.    Echard,  vol.  iii« 

of 
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of  their  conftituents,  but  a  criminal  propenfity  to  C  H  A  P. 
indulge  the  extenfion  of  prerogative,  and  to  flatter      ^^' 
the  prejudices  of  the  fovercign.  j^  g^  - 

However  much  we  may  condemn  the  principle 
from  which  they  aftcd,  yet  we  mnW  acknowledge 
it  to  have  been  fortunate  for  the  nation,  that  the 
zeal  of  this  parliament  for  the  eftablifhed  churchy 
interfered  with  their  enthufiafm  for  loyalty,  and 
controuled  the  vehemence  andexcefs  of  one  predo*-  . 
minant  and  unrivalled  pailion^  *.  It  was  peculi- 
arly 

**  The  (pint  of  this  parliament,  and  their  zeal  for  the  church 
of  England,  arc  bcft  feen  in  the  fcveraJ  ads  which  they  had 
paifed  againd  the  diflenters.  In  the  firfl  fcdion  of  the  fecond 
parlianent,  the  ad  was  repealed  which  excluded  the  bifhops 
from  fining  in  parliament. 

By  a  clauie  in  the  corporation  ad  the  foleran  league  and  cove- 
naot  was  abjured,  and  all  who  did  not  conform  to  the  church  of 
Eogfaod,  rendered  incapable  of  being  members  of  oorporatien». 

By  the  ad  of  uniformity,  all  who  did  not  conform  to  the  li* 
tiir0,  and  government  of  the  church  of  England,  were  de- 
prived of  their  livings.  This  ad  met  with  great  oppofition  in 
the  boafe  of  lords,  where  many  feemed  tnciined  to  ihew  fomc 
indulgence  to  tender  confciences ;  but,  in  the  houie  of  commons, 
itsprogreii  was  fmooth  and  expeditious. 

By  the  die  mife  ad,  no  noo  conformift  teacher  was  allowed 
to  dwell,  or  come  within  five  miles  of  any  corporation  ;'  unlefs 
^t  took  the  corporation  oarh,  with  the  additional  ciaufe,  that  he 
would  not  endeavour  to  bring  about  any  alteration  in  the  govern* 
nieot  of  church  or  (late.  1  he  offender  againft  this  ad  was  fub- 
jcded  to  the  penalty  of  forty  pounds,  and  fix  months  imprifon- 
mtnt. 

By  the  conventicle  ad  it  was  ordained,  that  every  perfon, 
abo^cfixtccn  ycais  of  age,  who  fliouid  be  pn-fent  aKa  ailcmbly 
Of  conventicle,  under  the  pretext  of  religious  woifhip,  in  any 
^thtr  manner  than  according  to  the  liturgy  andp  adice  of  the 
church  of  England,  where  Bye  perfons  were  aifembled  belides 
thef^imily,  fhould  p?.y  Hve  (hillings  for  the  Brd  offence,  and  ten 
for  the  fecond.  Lvcry  pcfon  taking  upon  him  to  te«ch  in  fuch 
conventicle*,  forfeited  twenty  poirods  for  the  fird  otfence,  and 
ft^ny  for  the  fecund  Every  perfon  fuffcring  fuch  conventicle  in 
liij  houfe,  was  fubjeded  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  tor 
the  better  execution  of  this  ad,  juflices  and  conihibles  were  em- 
foweted  to  break  open  doors  upon  admii&on  being  rcfufed    1  ieu- 
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CHAP,  arly  fortunate,  that  the  king  puflied  his  firft  inroads 
^'-       upon  the  conftitution,  in  that  region  which  they 
^^'^^'^^^  guarded  with   the  raoft  vigilant  anxiety,  and  in 
'^  *     which  they  caught  the  alarm  with  the  moft  acute 
fenfibility.     Indifferent  with  regard  to  the  ufurpa- 
tions  of  prerogative,  which  affefted  only  the  civil 
rights  of  their  conftituents,  they  were  roufed,  by 
the  king's  declaration  of  indulgence  to  the  diffen* 
ters,  to  aflume  the  language  of  the  conftitution, 
and  to  exercife  that   influence  in  the  fcale  of  go- 
yernnient,  which   they  were  about  to  facrifice  at 
the  Ihrine  of  monarchy.     When  the  caufe  of  of- 
fence was  removed,  the  ardour  of  their  firft  aflFec- 
tion  returned. 

Retrained  by  the  counfels  of  a  prudent  admi- 
niftration,  the  king  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  the 
obfequious  temper  of  his  parliament  to  promote 
that  independence  and  power,  which  he  afterwards 
attempted  to  eftablifh,  by  the  aid  of  the  moft  un- 
popular of  aU  foreign  connedlions.  Inftead  of 
that  refpeft  and  confidence  which  the  commons 
expeded,  in  return  for  their  diftinguifhed  affeQion 
and  liberality  to  the  prince^  it  was  evident,  that 
he. admitted  of  their  interference  and  advice,  no 
farther  than  he  found  theni  convenient  for  the 

tenants,  ofEcers  of  the  militia,  Sec  on  producing  the  certificate 
pf  any  juftice  of  peace,  were  warranted  to  difperfe  the  faid  con- 
venticles. A  claufe  was  added,  that  it  was  to  be  condrued 
largely  and  beneficially  For  the  fuppreilion  of  conYenticles. 

Bcddes  thefe  evidences  of  the  fpirit  of  this  parliament,  vari- 
ous ad^refTes  were  prefented  to  the  king,  praying  him  to  execute 
the  laws  againfl  the  diflenters.  He  was  thanked  for  recalling 
his  indulgences.  Special  marks  of  the  gratitude  of  the  com- 
mons attended  every  compliance  of  his  majefty  againfl  the  diflcn- 
tcrs.  The  aA  of  uniformity  coincided  with  the  gift  of  hearth- 
'  money  ;  a  liberal  grant  of  four  fubfidies  followed  his  roajefty's 
revocation  of  his  firft  indulgence.  The  improvement  of  the  tax 
of  hearth-money,  and  the  repeal  of  the  triennial  ad,  were  the  i 
rewards  of  the  royal  confent  to  the  fevere  adl  again  ft  cuoventi- 
cles. 

fupply 
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fupply  of  his  wants,  and  the  difcharge  of  neceffary  CHAP 
bufinefs.       Their    affeftion    and    honour    were  ^^^,^^^1^^ 
wounded,  when  they  fufpefted  that  their  fovereign,    ,5^3. 
fo  much  cheriftied  and  beloved    at  home,  fhould 
chufe  to  proftitute  himfelf,  by  accepting  the  hire, 
and  efpoufing  the  interefts,  of  the  natural  enemies 
of  England,  rather  than  to  rely  upon  the  bounty 
of  a  body  of  his  fubjefts,  who  had   nothing   fo 
much  at  heart  as  the  advancement  of  his   honour, 
and  the  fafety  of  his  government.     Under  thefe 
impreflions  they  began  to  liften  to  the  voice  and 
admonitions  of  their  conftitucnts,  and  for  the  dif- 
appointment  they  fuftained,  in  not  meeting  with 
truft  and  gratitude  from  their  royal  mafter,  they 
fought  compenfation  from  the  applaufe  due  to  up- 
rightnefs   and   fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
duty.     But  though  they  began  to  animadvert  iipon 
the  profufion  of  the  court,  and  the  abufes  of  the 
revenue,  and  to  fugged  plans  of  future  ceconomy, 
they  ftill  retained  a  high  refpeft  for  ihe  perfon  of 
the  fovereign,  and  manifefted  an  earned  defire  to 
acquire  his  confidence. 

A  full  convidion  of  the  king's  incorrigible  at-' 
tachment  to  France,  reiterated  attacks  upon  the 
aft  of  uniformity,  his  proclaimed  defiance  of  the 
refiftance  of  the  commons,  by  foliciting  the  fup* 
port  of  the  lords  to  maintain  his  fecond  indulg- 
ence, and  a  well-founded  dread  of  popery,  not 
only  weaned  the  commons  from  the  idol  of  loyal- 
ty, but  engendered  diftruft  and  jealoufies,  which 
no  future  conceffions,  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
could  extirpate. 

In  proportion  as  the  members  of  both  houfes 
approached  nearer  to  the  diflenters,  in  their  fen- 
timents  concerning  civil  government,  their  zeal 
for  the  peculiar  tenets  of  their  church  began  to 
abate ;  and  they  invited  the  diflenters  to  a  par-* 
ticipation  in  their  counfels  and  exertions,  in  or- 
der 
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CH  A  P*der  to  prevent  the  common,  impending  danger  of 

^^J^*  popery. 
1678.  There  were  few  republicans  in  this  parliament, 
and  they  had  been  hitherto  fo  overborn  by  the 
torrent  of  loyalty,  that  their  influence  was  Ttarcely 
perceptible.  Tncouraged  by  the  change  of  the 
national  fentiments,  and  the  falling  credit  of  the 
king,  they  raifed  their  heads,  and  infufed  a  fpirit 
of  intrepidity  and  poignancy  into  the  meafures  of 
oppofition.  Which  g;ive  great  alarm  to  the  court. 

There  never  was  any  period,  in  which  the  piin- 
ciples  of  pure  and  diuntercfted  patriotiJni  more 
indilpenCbly  exafied,  from  all  who  felt  their  in- 
fluence, a  determined  oppofition  to  the  court,  rhaa 
that  of  the  (even  lall  feiliuns  cf  the  Icconu  pi.i  lia- 
ment  of  Charles,  It  was  however  at  this  period, 
that  corruption  entered,  and  Ipread  witi  the  moft 
rapid  and  peflilential  violence.  The  king  found 
his  parliament  pure ;  but  faiie  meafures  of  policy 
required  profligate  arts  to  luppcrt  ihem,  A  mer- 
cenary fpirit  was  roufed  by  fuccels  and  eifpetiation. 
If  fome  were  allured  by  gain  to  delert  their  party  j 
others  expefted  to  be  rewarded,  for  being  true  to 
thofe  princfples  which  they  originally  maintained* 
A  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  meaneft  rank, 
and  of  the  moft  corrupt  principles,  introduced  into 
this  parliament,  by  the  influence  of  the  court,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  its  bafeft  defigns»' ' , 

By  thefe  finifter  means,  an  oppofition  lounded 
upon  patriotifm,  and  vigorous  at  its  birth,  was  de- 
bafed,  enervated,  and  finally  difappointed  of  ob- 
taining its  laudable  ends  \  a  diflTolution  of  the  aU 

'  *  "In  the  places  of  members  of  parliament  who  died,  great 
«*  pains  were  taken  to  have  fome  of  the  king's  menial  fervaots 
^  choien  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  very  great  n^imber  of  men  in  all 
'*  ftations  in  the  court,  as  well  belo^y  (lairs  as  abovc«  who  were 
'*  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons.''  Life  of  Clarendon,  vol. 
?rP-495- 

liance 
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liance  with  France,  and  fuch  falutaty  limiutiomCH  A  p 
of  prerogative,  as  were  neceflary  to  fecure  the      ^*- 
liberty  and  the  religion  of  Llngland.  The  agents  of     ^7^ 
the  confederates  fupported  this  party ;  and  by  an 
appeal  to  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  and,  per- 
h^fs,  in  fome  degree,  by  the  ufe  ot  thofe  illicit 
weapons  employed  againft  them  ^aififted  oppofitioa 
to  keep  the  field ;  and,  if  not  to  vanquiih,  yet  to 
harafs  prerogative,  and  to  prevent  its  eftablifhed 
tnunjph. 

The  plan  of  foreign  policy,  moft  friendly  t^the 
intereft  of  the  confederates,  and  moft  agreeable  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  people  of  England,  had  nearly 
prevailed  againft  the  influence  of  the  court,  when 
new  objeds  of  alarm  arofe,  and  gave  an  unex- 
peded  turn  to  the  fentiments  and  exertions  of  the 
popular  leaders.  A  large  army  was  raifed  by  the 
king,  under  the  pretext  of  entering  into  a  war 
in  fupport  of  the  allies.  Diftruftful  of  his  inten^ 
tions,  atfured  of  his  love  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
ftrong  bias  to  France,  perfons  of  greater  difcern* 
ment,  who  were  friends  to  the  conftitution,  con* 
(idered  the  danger  to  which  it  was  expofed  from  a 
ftanding  army,  as  more  near  and  formidable  than 
that  which  arofe  from  the  fuccefsful  ambition  of 
Lewis  in  dittant  countries.  Though  France  was 
confcious  of  having  a  ftrong  hold  upon  the  af-  ' 
fedions  of  Charles,  yet  (he  had  formerly  expe- 
rienced that  his  timidity  had  fometimes  obftrud* 
ed  their  exertions.  She  was  difturbed  by  the 
intimate  connexion  which  Charles  had  formed 
with  the  prince  of  Orange,  at  the  head  of  the 
States ;  and  if  (lie  had  bten  fecure  of  his  af- 
fettions,  (he  had  reafon  to  fear  that  he  would 
not  be  able  to  wiihftand  the  current  of  national 
opinion  and  antipathy ;  or  to  reftrain  the  ope- 
rations of  an  army,  which  had  been  raifed  for 
the  avowed  purpofe  of  reducing  her  conquefts, 

and 
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Chartes  vnjhes  to  nnnu  his  AUiana  with  Frana. — Tahs 
M^ofures  to  regain  the  Lonjidance  of  the  Nation.-- EU£ii' 
ons»  •  Mifunder/ianding  between  t.je  KtHg  and  tbi  Com^ 
mons  about  the  Choice  of  a  speaker. — Poftjh  Plot.-^Mea^ 
furei  taken  in  confequence  of  the  Plot — by  the  Commons — by 
the  Lorii^-^EffetU  of  thtm.^^Obfervattons  on  the  Evi- 
denceof  the  Popijb  Pist. — P^ofecutiou  of  Lwrd  Danby^ — 
Difputes  between  the  two  Houjes  on  tbisJubjeSi* — Ibi  King 
alarmed  by  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons.-^A  new  Coun^ 
ciL — The  Commons  proceed  in  the  Impeachment  of  the  Earl 
of  Dan  by  f — Bill  of  Exclujson. — Inquiries  concerning  the 
Management  of  the  Navy  and  the  Revenue.  —Bills  to  r/- 
irencbthe  Infurnce  of  the  Court, — Parliament  dijjolved."^ 
Charles  attempts  to  enter  into  a  new  Treaty  with  the  trench 
King,  —  Circum/iances  unfavourable  to  the  Court  in  the 
tourfeof  the  tleciions, — The  King  takes  Meafures  to  gain 
Popularity. --The  Duke  of  York  tndiiied  as  a  Popijb  Ri^ 
cufant. — Petitions  for  the  meeting  f  Parliament,  •  jfd^ 
dreffes  of  Abhorrence, — Fourth  Parliament — The  Com'' 
mom  cenfure thofe  Members  u ho  had  oppojed  Petitions,'^ 
Inquiry  into  (he  MifconduSl  of  Judges^ —The  Bill  of  Ex^ 
clujwnpaffes  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons y — rejected  by  tbi 
Lords, — BillSy  for  ajfoaating  his  Maje/iys  Protejiant  Sub' 
jeSiSy — for  repeating  the  Penal  Laws  agatnjl  Proteftant 
Diffenters,*^The  •  ommons  reflve  to  withhold  Supplies.^^ 
Angry  Votes  again/i  the  Court, — The  Kingjummon*  a  Par^ 
Jiamenty — to  meet  at  Oxford, — Petition  againji  holding  tbi 
Parliament  at  Ox ford^-^^ Parliament  meets. — Bill  of  Ex" 
clufion, — Dtfagreement  between  the  two  Houjes  upon  thf 
,  Cafe  of  Fitzharris, — Pariiasnent  dijjolved, 

CHAP.  \  FTER  the  diflblution  of  his  fecond  parliament, 
III.  jtx  Charles  became  foUcitous  to  renew  his  alii- 
^""T^p*^  ance  with  France;  and  would  have  fubmiiied  to 
ChJlcs^  the  moft  (hameful  conditions,  to  extricate  himfelf 
vfi/hes  to  from  the  embarraflmeuts  of  his  revenue,  and  the 
renew  his  tumults  of  faftion,  which  were  likely  to  revive  in 

alliance  ^Jl 

with 

^rancc. 
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all  their  vigour  upon  the  meeting  of  parliament'*  C  HAP. 
Barillon  amufed  the  expedations,  and  protrafted ,  .^^^'  ..^^ 
the  fufpcnfc  of  Charles,  by  Hftening  to  his  folicita*  g^j^ 
tions,  and  defcending  to  particular  articles  of  a 
treaty ;  while  he  fecretly  reprefented  to  his  mafter, 
that  the  intereft  of  the  popular  leaders,  augmented 
by  the  terror  of  the  nation  for  popery,  would  be 
of  more  confequence  to  France,  than  the  reftrained 
and  clandeftine  friendfhipof  Charles^. 

Doubtful  of  the  friendihip,  and  perhaps  fufpi-  '^^^^ 
ciousof  the  treachery  of  France,  Charles  found  j^^^jl^"]^ 
himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  forming  his  mea-  the  coofi- 
fares,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  fupport  of  the  dcncc  of 
popular  leaders  in  parliament.     A  change  of  mi*-^*"*^"*"- 
niftry  took  place  ^     The  king  preffed  his  brother 
to  return  to  the  external  profeffion  of  the  protef- 
tant  religion:  he  entreated  him  to  difcontinue  his 
attendance  upon  council,  which  excited  a  conftant 
jealoufy  of  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment.    Unable  to  prevail  in  either  of  thefe  points, 
he  infifted  upon  his  leaving  the  kingdom  before 
the  meeting  of  parliament*.     The  laws  were  car- 
ried into  execution  againft.  Roman  catholics  with 
greater  fe verity  than  what  had  been  exercifed  in 
any  former  period  of  this  reign'.     Every  engine 
of  court  influence  was  employed  to  model  the  elec- 

'  Dalrjnple'a  Appendix^  p.  207,  8»  9,  &c. 

*  Ibid,  p    2J  I- 

'  Sir  Joieph  Williamfon,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  Tower  by 
lh€  commons  in  the  laft  parliament,  for  ifluing  commiflions  to 
perfons  difqnalified  by  their  adherence  to  the  popiih  religion,  wti 
difmilTcd  from  his  office  of  fecreiary  of  (late,  and  the  earl  of 
Sunderland  appointed  to  fucceed  him.  The  carl  of  Darby,  who 
had  fallen  naderthe  difpleafure  of  parliament,  was  alfo  dilmiiTcd 
fromitis  office  of  lord  trcafurer.  The  earl  of  EfTex,  Laurence 
Hyde,  fir  John  Earnle,  fir  Edward  Deering,  and  Sydney  Go-  - 
dolphin,  were  made  commiflioners  of  the  treaiury.  Echard,  vol. 
iii.    p«498-9. 

♦  Liic  of  James,  1 679.    Ralph,  vol.  i. 
'  Echard,  vol.  iii. 

tioa 
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CHAP,  tion  of  members  to  ferve  in  the  new  parliament, 

^"'  agreeably  to  the  wiflies  of  thekiftg**, 
^"^^^I^^T]"  If  the  court  was  induftrious  upon  one  fide,  its 
Eledions.  antagonifts  upon  the  other  were  not  lefs  adive, 
and  proved  more  fuccefsful  in  the  courfe  of  the 
neweleSions.  Theproteftantdiffenters,  who  had 
been  almoft  entirely  excluded  fr6m  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  the  lad  parliament,  now  exerted  them- 
felves,  with  the  aid  of  many  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  and  endeavoured  to  recover  their  propor- 
tion of  public  influence.  The  adherence  of  the 
mod  didinguiihed  patrons  of  the  edabliflied  reli- 
gion to  the  intered  of  the  duke  of  York,  afforded 
the  diffenters  a  fpecious  pretext  for  reprefenting 
them  as  deficient  in  that  abhorrence  of  popery, 
which,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  was  eflential  to  pro- 
tect their  condituents  from  its  bloody  machinati- 
ons, lately  brought  to  light  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
plot^.  Candidates  came  under  engagements  to 
gratify  the  fanguinary  wiflies  of  the  people,  by  a 
diligent  invedigation  of  the  plot,  and  the  zealous 
profecution  of  its  authors'. 

The  king  opened  his  third  parliament  on  the  6th 

of  March,  with  a  fpeech  full  of  conceflions  and 

flattering  promifes ;  and  exprefllve  of  his  ardent 

defireof  being  united  to  his  parliament'. 

Mfiinder-     ^he  fird  proceedings   in  the  houfe  of  commons 

ftanding    exhibited  a  fpecimen  of  their  temper ;  and  por- 

between    tended  that  difcord  between  them  and  the  court, 

^^^j"8    which  never  fubfided  during  the  period  of  their 

^mons  exidence.     Sir  Edward  Seymour  was  unanimoufly 

about  the 

choiceofa     •  R,,,fl,y. 

ipeaKer.         ^  Letters  of  the  duke  of  York  to  the  prince  of  Orange;  Da!- 
rymple,  Ap.  p.  218. 

•  Hiftorians  of  the  times. 

'  Journ.  Lordsy  6th  March, 

called 
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called  upon  to  take  the  chair  \^.    The  aftive  part  CHAP, 
he  had  taken  in  the  profecution  of  lord  Danby,  re-  ^_J^[*j 
cooimended  hin)  to  the  commons,  and  determined     ^^.^^ 
the  king  to  thwart  their  choice' '.     Several  days 
were  fpent  in  angry  reprefentations  on  the  part  of 
the  commons,  and  a  perfevering  refufal  on  the 
part  of  the  king,  to  approve  of  the  election  of  fir 
Edward   Seymour.     At   laft,  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  from  the  i  :5th  to  the  15th  of  March*  *• 
The  commons,  impa,tient  to  prdceed  upon  mote 
important  buiinefs,  dropt  the  difpute,  by  eleding 
for  their  fpeaker  William  Gregory,  ferjeant  at  law  j 
of  whom  the  king  approved*  *. 

It  foon  appeared  that  the  new  parliament  had  Temper  of 
imbibed  the  fpirit  of  their  predeceiTors,  and  that  *^^  ^™- 
they  were  refolved  to  tread  in  their  fteps.  A  com-  "^^"' 
mittee  was  appointed  by  the  commons  to  infpeft 
the  journals  of  the  laft  feifion  of  the  preceding 
parliaments  in  order  to  agitate  anew  thofe  meafures 
which  were  rendered  abortive  by  its  diffolution**. 
ITiey  delayed  paying  any  attention  to  his  majefty^i 
application  for  fupply :  they  refumed,  with  un- 
abated refentment,  the  impeachment  of  lord  Danby. 
The  rumour  of  a  pardon  granted  him  by  the  king, 
inl)ar  of  an  impeachment,  whetted  their  acrimony; 
and  challenged  them  to  enter  the  lifts  againft  th>e 
mighty  power  of  prerogative'*.  But  abbve  all, 
the  late  difcovery  of  a  popifli  plot  furniflied  inex- 
hauftible  materials  for  inflaming  the  jealoufies  of 
the  people. 

While  the  nation  trernbled  for  the  approach  of  Pop*»* 
popery,  a  plot  was  difcovered,  which  converted  P'*** 

'^  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  ?i.  p,  402. 
'■  Ibid, 
'»  Ibid,  p.  439. 
"J  Ibid,  vol    ?ii.  p.  j. 
■♦  Journ.  Commons,  19th  Marc]], 

''  Ibid.  20th,  2i(d,  24th  Marcb>  and    i6ch  April.     Ralph, 
Tol.  i.  p.  437. 

fufpicion 
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*CH  AP.  fufpicion  into  convidion,  and  f(eemed  to  require 
^JI^J;^^  the  moft  fpeedy  and  viofent  expedients  fot  fecuring 
i679*    ^^^  exifte^ce  of  the  proteflauit  religion^  and  the 
(afety  of  its  profcflbrs  *. 

Every  paffion  in  exccfs  iiivades  the  province  of 
the  underftanding,  and  has  an  immediate  tendency 
to  miflead  opinion,  and  pervert  judgment.  But 
there  occurs  not,  in  the  annais  of  any  nation,  a 
more  ftriking  example  of  the  influence  of  terror, 
in  fupplying  the  moft  palpable  deficiency  of  evi- 
dence, and  overpowering  the  didates  of  humar>ity, 
than  the  precipitancy  and  the  violence,  with  which 
all  parties  in  England  entered  into  the  nieafures  we 
are  now  going  to  recite.  An  account  of  a  plot  to 
s^ailinate  the  king,  and  to  introduce  the  Roman 
catholic  religion,  though  bearing  in  the  face  of 
it  circumilances  the  mod  improbable  and  contra- 
didory,  and  attefted  by  men  of  the  moft  profligate 
chara&er,  obtained  univerfal  credit,  and  roufed  a 
fpiritof  fury  and  implacable  vengeance  againftall 
who  were  fufpeded  of  favouring  that  religion. 

■*  The  diTcorery  of  a  popiAiplot  was  commnnicated  to  the 
lungf  during  the  recefs,  before  the  laft  feflion  of  the  preceding 
f  ariiameot.  By  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Danbj,  the  examina- 
tion of  witneffes  was  introduced  into  parliament.  Journ.  Com. 
sjd  Odober  1678. 

From  the  moment  of  information^  both  houfes  of  parliament 
were  occupied  in  contrtying  meafurcs  to  difcover  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  plot,  and  the  perfons  concerned  in  it ;  and  in 
forming  refblatioos  expreiEve  of  their  alarm  and  indignation 
againft  the  Roman  catholics.  The  tSt&  of  infpe^iog  the  Jour- 
nals  in  this  parJiaroent^  was  a  renewal  of  thefe  meafures  and  re- 
folutions.  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  brevity  propofed  io  this 
worky  I  have  given  a  continued  narratiye  ot  the  mofl  important 
neafores  adopted  by  both  houfes  relatiye  to  the  plot ;  though 
ibme  of  them  were  purfued  by  the  laft  parliament,  and  fome  of 
them  renewed  by  thisy  at  fucceffive  periods.  In  this  comprehen- 
five  recital  the  lefs  impropriety  will  appear,  when  it  is  obferred, 
that  the  refolutions  and  the  meafures  of  the  laft  parliament  and 
of  this,  not  only  illuftrate  the  fame  fpirxt,  but  that  the  latter* 
with  little  fariatioo,  are  a  tranfcriptof  the  former. 

Both 
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Both  houfes  of  parliament  concuned  in  a  vote,  CH  A  P- 
"  That  there  is,  and  has  been  for  feveral  years  ^^^'    ^ 
"  paft,  a  treafonable  plot  and  confpiracy  contrived     ,^^ 
"  and  carried  on  for  murdering  the  king,  and  for  Meafurcs 
**  fubverting  the  proteftant  religion  and  the  eftab-  ^^^^n  '^ 
"  lifhcd  government ' '  •*'     They  confecrated  their  ^°^J^'     - 
opinion  with  the  fanftion  of  religious  foleninity,  the  plot; 
and  addreffed  his  majefty  to  appoint  a  day  of  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  to  obtain  reconciliation  with 
God,  and  to  intreat  him  to  defeat  the  defigns  of 
their  enemies'  *. 

The  commons  entered  with  diligence  into  the  ^V  ^^^ 
examination  of  witneffes,  to  confirm  the  idea  en-  ^°™"'^°*» 
tertained  of  the  plot;  they  offered  a  pardon  and 
reward  to  fuch  of  the  criminals  as  fhould  make 
new  difcoveries,  and  impeach  their  accomplices: 
they  addreffed  the  king  to  give  a  reward  of  twenty 
pounds  for  the  difcovery  of  every  catholic  prieft, 
and  to  pay  thefum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  agree- 
ably to  his  proclamation,  to  Bedloe,  whofe  tefti- 
mon  J,  notwithdanding  the  infamy  of  his  charac- 
ter", had  been  admitted  as  fatisfaftory  evidence 
of  the  murder  of  Godfrey,  a  material  faft,  con- 
ncdled  with  the  confpiracy*  *".  They  committed 
colonel. Edward'Sackville^  one  of  their  members, 
to  the  Tower  J  and  afterwards  expelled  him  1  he 
houfe,  for  having  difparaged  the  evidence  of  the 
plot;  and  to  perpetuate  his  punifhment,  they  ad- 

"  Joorn.    Commors,    24ih  March.— Jo  urn.   Lords,  24th 
March. 

"  Journ.  Commons,  20th  March. 

"  North's  Examco.  Kctcfl>y 

*•  Sir  Edmuo  Ibury  Godfrey  had  Tcceivcd  and  attefted  Oates's 
oarranvcSy  and  laddtnly  difappeared.  His  body  was  found, 
after  three  days  fearch,  lying  in  a  ditch  near  the  city. — The  co- 
roner and  his  jury  gave  it  as  their  verdiif^,  that  he  was  murdered  ' 
by  peribns  unknown;  and  it  was  univerfally  taken  for  gran  ted, 
that  it  was  done  by  the  papifts,  in  order  10  fupprefs  the  evidence 
of  ihcplot. 

G  drcffed 
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CHAP,  drefled  the  king,  to  render  him  incapable  of  hold- 
in,      ing  any  office  under  gov€;rnment*'.    They  drew 
^"^^^^^^^^  up  articles  of  impeachment  againft  earl  Powis, 
'679-     vifcount  Stafford,  lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  lord 
Belafis,  five  popilh  lords  who  had  been  commit- 
ted upon  Oates's  information.    They  addreffed  the 
king,  to  order  all  papifts  to  remove  ten  miles  from 
London;  and,    becaufe  be  feemed  dilatory   and 
lenient  in  the  pumfliment  of  the  unhappy  perfons 
already  condemned  for  being  acceflary  to  the  plot, 
they  urged  him,  by   repeated  addreffe8,  to  order 
their  execution^  *.     They  brought  in  a  bill  for  the 
baniibment   of  all  papids,  and   even   thofe  who 
were  reputed  to  be  luch,  twenty  miles  from  Ivon- 
don  and  Weftminfter ;  and  for  confining  thofe 
who  lived  at  that  diftance  from  London,  within 
five  miles  of  their  habitations' ".     To  imprefs  the 
nation  more  deeply  with  the  apprehenfio|i  of  dan- 
ger, they  refolved,  that  if  the  king  fliould  come 
to  a  violent  death,  they  would   avenge  it  to  the 
utmoil  upon  papifts^  ^.    They  folicited  the  lords, 
to  concur  with  them  in  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to 
give  orders  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  coun- 
ties, to  have  the  train  bands  in  readinefii,  and,  that 
the  militia  of  London,  Weftminfter,  the  Tower 
Hamlets,  and  the  counties  of  Middlefez  and  Sur-  , 
rey  may  be  immediately  raifed,  and  put  into  a  pof* 
txireof  defence**. 
hj  the  '^he  lords  feconded  thefe  meafures,  and  in  feme 

Lords,  inftances  they  exceeded  the  zeal  of  the  commons* 
Not  content  with  adopting  various  meafures  to 
deted  and  convift  popifh  recufants,  and  fuch  as 

*■    Joorn.   Coromons,   paffim  in  Oflobcr,  November,     and 
December,  1678;  March,  April,  and  May,  1679. 
**  jnurn.  Commons,  25th  Mardi. 
"  Journ.  Commons,  25th  March. 
•<  Ibid,   nth  May  I 
*»  Ibid,  oth  and  loih  May. 

^  ■    had 
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had  been  acceflary  to  the  plot,  they  (tretched  the  C  H  A  P. 
arm  of  power  with  arbitrary  violence,  againft  ihofe  ^^^^_ 
who  did  not  implicitly  approve  their  fentiments  ;  ^^.^ 
and  punifhed  men  for  their  opinions  over  which 
they  had  no  command^  ^.  A  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  danger  impending  over  the 
nation,  was  alfo  empowered  to  call  before  them, 
perfons  who  had  expreiTed  themfelves  doubtfully 
concerning  the  plot,  or  who  had  declared,  that 
thofe,  who  fufFered  for  it,  *ere  innocent  and  un- 
Juftly  condemned*'.  To  render  this  refolution 
more  threatening  and  awful,  they  fixed  upon  no 
named,  but  left  it  m  the  form  of  a  general,  inqui*- 
fitoriai,  warrant,  to  be  applied  as  extenfively  as 
the  committee  ihould  deem  proper*  *•  They 
(tretched  their  violence  beyond  the  confines  of 
England,  and  addrelTed  the  king,  that  the  laws 
againft  the  Roman  catholics  in  Ireland  might  be 
carried  inro  ftrift  execution*^. 

The  direful  effeds  ofthefe  meafuresitis  pain-EfFc^h  of 
ful  to'recolled.  Allured  by  the  profpefl:  of  confe-  tl^cm. 
quence  and  of  reward,  informers  crowded  from 
every  quarter :  judges  and  juries,  infefted  with  the 
predominant  credulity  and  panic  of  the  nation, 
admitted  guilt,  and  (hed  the  blood  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  upon  evidence,  which,  in  a  more  difpaf- 
fionate  period,  would  not  have  been  deemed  fuf- 
ficient  to  juftify  any  fentence  affefting  property  or 
character,  in  the  raoft  trifling  degree.  The  great 
body  of  the  people,  agitated  by  terror,  and  duped 
by  an  implicit  confidence  in  their  factious  leaders, 
delighted  for  a  feafonin  fanguinary  and  opprefiive 
deeds.     Real  dangers  may  excite  imaginary  and 

*•  Tourn.  Lords,  i  iih  March* 

*'  Jolirn.  Lordsy  nth  March. 

■•  Ibid,  acth  March  and  23d  Aprlf. 

*»  ibid,  id  and  f 7th  April. 

G  2  exaggerated 
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exaggerated  fears;  imaginary  and  exaggerated 
fears  may  be  pleaded  as  an  apology  for  ralh  and  ex- 
treme feverity,  but  the  man  of  fenfibility  will  re- 
coil v»  ith  horror  from  fcenes  which  exhibit  the  moft 
deiperate  outrage  of  bigotry,  and  the  moft  dif- 
torted  features  of  human  nature.  ITie  patriot 
who  feels  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  will  wifli 
that  tranfaftions,  which  imprint  an  indelible  ftain 
upon  the  wifdam  and  integrity  of  his  anceftors, 
were  erafed  from  the  page  of  hiftory'  °. 

Thefc 


*®  The  cxiftence  of  a  popiHi  plot  ccnainly  appears  queftiooa- 
hltf  when  the  following  confiderattoDs  are  anended  to : 

I  ft.  The  infamous  character  of  the  witoefles,  the  inconfiftency 
and  contradidtioD  of  the  fads  alledged,  and  the  notorioas  per- 
jury deteded  in  the  courfe  of  the  efidence.  See  North's  £xa« 
men,  p^  176-9.— Somers*  Col,  vol.  tii.  p.  361.  405.— Lifeof 
James,  1677,  819  83. — Salmons  Modern  rlift.  vol.  xxiii. — 
Liife  of  the  Duke  of  Orraond,  vol.  ii.  p.  513. — Burnet,  1698. 

2dly,  The  plot  often  changed  its  fhape.  The  account  given 
of  it  in  the  parliament  was  different  from  that  which  had  been 
delivered  to  the  privy  council,  and  the  evidence,  adduced  id  the 
(rial  of  individuals  before  the  judges,  differed  from  both*  Soroers* 
Col.  vol.  i.  p.  44.  Some  of  the  votes  of  parliament,  particu- 
larly that  which  related  to  the  innocence  of  live  queen,  involved 
ihe  perjury  of  Oates  and  Bedloe.    .J<iurn.  Commons,  pafHm. 

3dly,  The  vehement  and  invariable  proteftations  of  innocence 
made  by  all  who  fufFcred  on  account  of  the  plot,  is  a  circum- 
(lance  entitled  to  great  weight,  when  connected  with  the  above 
obfervations.  Nor  will  the  univerfal  credit  given  to  the  rumour 
of  the  plot,  pnd  the  zeal  with  which  it  was  profecuted  appear 
cinaccountHble,  when  the  peculiar  circumilances  of  the  times  are 
attentively  coofidered 

ifl.  The  deep  horror  of  the  people  of  England  at  popery, 
awakened  and  heightened  by  the  duke  of  York's  convert  on' to 
(hat  religion,  prepared  them  to  liften,  with  devooring  credulity, 
to  every  tale  ot  danger  arifing  from  that  fource.  The  difcovery 
of  the  correfpondence  of  Charles  with  France,  and  his  attach- 
ment to  her  intereft,  always  combined  with  the  introduAion  of 
popery  and  the  ruin  of  England,  raifcd  the  credit  of  the  wit- 
ticflies  to  a  pitch  to  which  it  could  not  h;Lve  attained  at  any  other, 
period  ;  cftablifhedan  imaginary  connexion  of  fadls,  which  fop- 
plied  the  wact  of  dire£t  proof,  and  fct  afide  m^ny  ftrong  and 

fufpicious 


POLITICAL  TRANSACTIONS,  &c.  «S 

Thefe  unhappy   effcfts  of  the  dread  of  popery,  CH  A  P. 
however  lamentable,  were  not  matter  of  deep  con-      ^"' 

fufpicious  circumflances.     Thus   the  paragraphs  in  Coleman's     '"79« 
Letters,  which  referred  to  the  lecFet  league  between  Charles  and 
the  court  of  France,  appeared  to  perfons  who  were  ignorant  of 
that  league,  to  carry  undoubted  evidence  of  the  exiUence  of  the 
plot.     See  Sec.  Hiit.  of  Europe,  vol    i.  p    231. 

2d]y,  The  refcntmcnt  and  the  diligence  of  the  leaders  of  fac- 
tion,  and  panicobrly  the  uocoiDmoo  talents'  and  the  indefatiga- 
ble indufiry  of  ShafcA>ury,  were   employed,  if  not   in  the  lirft 
inflance,  to  fabricate  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  exiflence  of  the 
plot;  yet,  undoubtedly,  to  improve  every  rumour  and  external 
event  to  the  gicateft  advantage,  by  chcrifhing  the  credulity  and 
exciting  the  terror  of  the  nation.     See  Shaftfbury's  Trial,  State 
Trials,   vol.  iii.  Copies   of  Oatcs's  Narrative    were  circulated    ' 
through  the    nation  :  Every    new  difcovery  was  difpatched  with 
incredible  expedition,  and  with  circumflances  of  aggravated  hor- 
ror, to  the  remotefl  parts  of  the   country.    The  calamities  of 
Ratare  and  of  jU^cident,  9»  they  heft  fuited  their  purpoie,  were 
interpreted,  either  as  providential  warnings  of  national  danger, 
or  as  the  effe<fls  of  the  malignancy  of  the  Roman  catholics,  con- 
neded  with  the  plan  of  extirpating  the  protelUnts.     Journ.  Com- 
mons, 26ih  April,  1 679. 

5diy,  The  puiillanimity  of  the  king,  and  the  diOioneH  policy, 
of  his  miniiters,  co-operated  with  the  fchsmes  and  the  labours 
of  ihofe  whofe  intereit  it  was  to  eflabiilh  the  belief  of  the  plot. 
Life  of  James,     680. 

4ibly,  The  invitations,  pardons,  and  re.wards,  held  forth  to 
informers  and  witne^es,  produced  fuch  an  accumulation  of  evi- 
dence, that  it  was  no  wonder  if  fomethiog  was  culled  from  it, 
that  wasfpeclous  and  impofing 

5rb,  1  he  violence  and  partiality  of  the  judges,  particularly 
of  chief  jufticc  Scroggs,  not  only  difpenfcd  with  the  moft  effea- 
ttal  qualities  of  evidence,  but  trampled  upon  the  principles  of 
juftice,  and  thus  gave  a  fantflion  to  that  latitude  which  the.  pre- 
judice of  every  man  led  him  10  adopt,  in  the  interpretation  of 
proofs  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  reality  of  the  plot. 

6ih  The  difcovery  of  Coleman's  con  ef pondcnce,  and  the 
ixprcffiam  in  fomeof  his  letters,  though  no  proof  of  the  identi* 
ul  plot  difcovered  by  Gates,  nor  involving  tne  privity  of  others, 
vn  oianifefted  f^  much  of  that  fpirit  of  r^tUefs  intrigue  and  vio- 
lent bigotry  which  charaAerife  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  that 
they  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  to  have  produced  a  mighty  influence 
in  railing  ao  alarm,  and  fully  convincing  thofe  who  were  alarmed. 
L|E<lrange.  North's  Examen,  p.  123  and  169. — Somers' Col. 
»;i.  p.  263.— -Welwood,  p.  123. 

cera 
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CHAP,  ccrn  to  the  fovereign* ' .    Whatever  were  the  pri- 
^V^     vate  featiments  of  Charles,  he  bad  hitherto  given 
16^0.    countenance  to  zeal,  which  veiled  itfelf  under  the 
'  '    pretext  of  loyalty '  * .     Some  of  the  minifters,  upoii 
whom  he  relied  with  implicit  confidence,  either 
from  conviftion,  or  with  the  crafty  defign  of  di- 
verting to  another  objed  the  ftorm  which  was  ready 
to  burft  upon  their  own  heads.  Hood  forcrpoft  in 
the  profecution  of  meafures,  for  the  difcovery  and 
the  punilhment  of  the  abettors  of  the  popiih  con* 
,  fpiracy  -  ^ . 

Other  coincident   meafures,  erefied  upon  the 

Profecu-   fj^jj^g  bafis,  and  flowing  from  a  dilaffedion  to  the 

lol^d^       court,  were  of  a  tendency  more  alarming  to  the 

Danby.     king  and  his  mini  ft ers.     The  profecution  of  lord 

Danby  was  conduded  by  the  coinmoiis  with  furh 

virulent  and  tyraxmical  oppreflion,  as  rendered!  t 

3»  Bumct,  Wc. 

^^  Ecbard  gives  m  this  remarkable  anecdotes  which  he  heard 
from  the  perfon  to  whom  the  king  related  it.     About  the  begin- 
ning of  the  rpmoar  of  the  plot,  an  entertainment  was  givcii»  by 
twenty  eminent  citizens,  to   Tongue  and  Oatesi  and  to  a  noted 
divine,  who  had  been  often  favoured  with  the  king's  private  con- 
verfaiion.     The  fuperior  deference  paid  to   Oates  offended  Dr. 
Tongne,  who  addreifed  his  afTociate  in  thefe  words:  **  You 
*^  know  nothing  at  ajl  of  the  plot,  but  what  you  learned  froi^ 
M  me/'    One  of  the  company  communicated  this  information  to 
die  king,  who  feot  for  the  above  divine,  and  dedred  to  hear  the 
particulars  from  him.     He  alleged  the  badnefs  of  his  menK)ry« 
and  defired  the  king  to  excufe  him.     '1  hough  the  kin^  urged, 
he  dill  declined  to  facisfy  him      Upon  which,  the  king  locenfed 
^ke  to  this  effe^  :  **  1  find  there  is  like  to  be  a  great  deal  of 
M  bloodshed  about  this  plot,  and  the  times  are  fo  trouhleibme 
**  and  dangerous  to  me,  that  I  dur(l  not  venture  to  pardon  any 
M  that  is  condemned  |  their  blood  be  uppn  your  head*  9pd  not 
**  upon  mine."     Echard,  vol.  iii.  p.  472-3. 

Contraded  with  the  king's  private  (entimenUt  compare  his 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  November  1678. 

The  king  refufed  to  ptrdon  Pliinket,  thou|^  be  believed  him 
IP  be  innocent.     Ejcliard,  vol.  iii.  p.  631. 
«  Life  of  James,  168;.    Extr^anib, 

evident) 
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evident,  that  their  objed  vns  not  merely  to  diF*  CHAP, 
grace  a  tninifter  whom  they  hated,  but  to  ftain      '^^' 
die  honour  of  the  prince,  and  to  check  the  future  ^"Td^^^gT^ 
exertions  of  prerogative'  ♦•     Intimiduted  by  the       '  * 
proiped  of  thefe  confequences,  the  king  would  wit- 
liagly  have  entered  into  a  compromife  with  the 
commons,  by   yielding,  in  a  certain   degree,  to 
the  difgrace  of  his  minifter,  notwithllandiAg  his 
having  already  granted  him  a  pardon'  \     For  this 
purpofe  a  bill  was  carried  through  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  for  rendering  lord  Danby  incapable  of  com- 
iag  into  his  majefty's  prefence,  of  holding  any  of- 
fice, or  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  lords '  ^  •     Far  from 
bemgfatisfied  with  this,  the  commons  forwarded  a ' 
hill  of  attainder,  which  was  to   be  put  in  force, 
tinlefs  he  furrendered  himfelf  for  trial  againft  a 
certain  fixed  day  ^ '  ^    The  lords  fent  back  this  bill ; 
repeated  conferences  between  the  two  houfed  were 
held  upon  the  fubjedk  of  it.    The  commillioners' 
froflfi  the  lords  eameftly  expoftulated  with  thofe 
from  the  commons  to  mitigate  their  feVerity^  and 
to  obtain  their  confent  to  the  baniihment  of  lord 
Danby.    The  commons,  with  an  inflexible  obfti- 
nacy,  contended  for  the  bill  of  attainder     The 
lor^,  at  laft,  relufUntly  confenced,  that  it  (houl J 
pais,  under  the  condition  of  prolonging  the  period 
allowed  for  lord  Danby's  fuirendering  himfelf.  for 
triaP*. 

By  this  victory  of  the  commons,  the  principal  The  king 
objeft  the  king  ezpefted  to  obtain,  by  the  diflblu-  ^Isirmed 
tioa  of  his  parliament,  was  fruftrated.    He  muft  ^JJ^^^^^^ 
immediately  fubmit  to  all  the  difagreeable  confe-  f„gs  of 
qnences  of  a  rigid  fcrotiny  into  Danby's  correfpon-  the  com- 
mons. 

^  Journ.  Commoos»  20th,  2i(lMiirdi>. 

"  Burnety  vol.  ii.  p.  78^4 

'*  Journ.  Lords,  22d  March. 

"  Journ.  Com.  251b  &  26th  March,  ift  April. 

3*  llnd.  4Th»  5th>  7th|  dch,  9th,  idtb,  12th,  14th  April. 

dence 
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C  H  A  P.dence  with  France.  A  trial  was  to  be  carried  on, 
i^v''^  in  defpite  of  a  royal  pardon;  an  attempt  highly 
i^yn  piortifying  to  the  king,  and  which,  if  fuccefsful, 
would  furniih  a  precedent  for  the  farther  abridg- 
ment of  his  power'  .  A  ftorm  no  lefs  formida- 
ble was  gathering  in  another  quarter.  The  com- 
mons had,  early  in  this  feffion,  introduced  a  bill 
to  fecure  the  kingdom  from  popery***.  It  was 
impoffible  to  conjecture,  what  extravagant  pro- 
jects the  ingenuity  of  faction  might  not  ered 
upon  this  broad  foundation.  It  was  certain- 
ly  forefeen,  that  the  exclufion  of  the  duke  of 
York  from  the  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  was  di- 
rectly aimed  at ;  a  meafure  which  the  king  formed 
the  refolution  of  refifting  at  any  hazard '^'.  He 
found  that  he  had  not  gained  any  advantage  by 
changing  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  nei- 
ther could  he  hope  to  derive  fincere  and  eflfe&ual 
exertions  in  .  fupport  of  his  prerogative  from  his 
new  minifters,  fome  of  whom  he  fufpeCted  of  being 
acceffary  to  the  councils  of  the  popular  leaders*  "^. 
He  was  aware,  on  the  other  hand,  of  that  increafe 
^j,^^  of  national  difaffeCtion,  and  the  embarraflment  of 
couocil.  bis  finances,  which  muil  be  the  confequences  of  a 
premature  difiblution  of  parliament.  In  this  cri- 
fis  of  perplexity  and  didrefs,  he  fondly  liftened  to 
the  projeft  of  a  new  council,  fuggefted  by  fir  Wil- 
liam  Temple,  as  the  mo(t  likely  expedient  for 
maintaining  bis  own  authority  and  the  peace  of 
the  nation* '  •  The  privy  council,  which  confided 
of  fixty  members,  was  but  little  confulted  upon 
the  affairs  of  government.  The  king  had  been 
wont  to  feleCt  from  his  larger  council  afmallnum* 

-     5»  North's  Examen. 

^®  Journ.  CoromoDFy  2  2d  March. 

*«  Echard. 

♦*  Dalrymplc,  Ap.  ^ 

f5  Temple.  Jouro.  Lords  and  Commoos,  21ft  April.  ^ 

ber, 
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bcr,  under  the  name  of  the  coftimittee  for  foreign  C  H  A  K 
affairs,  to  whofe  difcuflion  and  advice  the  moft  ^'^* 
important  meafures,  relative  to  domefVic  and  fo-  ^ 
reign  politics,  were  referred**.  It  was  now  re-  ^  ^ 
folved,  that  the  privy  council  ihould  be  reduced 
to  the  number  of  thirty  ;  the  one  half  of  this  num- 
ber was  to  be  filled  by  perfons  in  minifterial  offices, 
who  might  therefore  be  expefted  to  pay  a  decent 
rcfpeft  to  prerogative  5  and  as  t  the  other  fifteen 
were  perfons  of  the  greateft  property  in  the  nation, 
it  was  believed,  that,  through  their  influence,  the 
violence  of  oppofition  would  be  reftrained,  and 
the  public  bufinefs  conduced  with  harmony  and 
fuccefe.  By  transferring  to  the  new  council  the 
fupreme  direction  of  affairs,  the  king  iioped  to  be 
exempted  from  refponfibility,  and  to  efcape  that 
cenfure,  which  had  hitherto  purfued  him  through 
every  fuccefEve  change  of  miniftry  and  meafures*  *• 
Though  the  notification  of  this  meafure  was  re- 
ceived with  teftimonies  of  approbation  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  more  unprejudiced  reprefentatives 
in  parliament,  yer,  to  the  leaders'  of  every  party 
it  appeared  fomewhat  exceptionable.  The  zealous 
royalifts  were  offended  at  a  renunciation  of  power 
which  depreffed  prerogative,  and  excluded  them 
from  any  (hare  of  public  influence^  *^.  '!  he  mem- 
bers  in  oppofition  imputed  the  appointment  of  lord 
Shaftfbury,  to  be  prefident  of  the  council,  to  the 
timidity  of  the  king,  rather  than  to  any  change  in 
his  fentiments  ;  and  regarded  it  as  a  happy  prefage 
of  their  fuccefs  in  extorting  farther  conceifions 
from  the  erown,  and  advancing  their  own  influ- 
ence. The  faftious  members  of  the  council  availed 
themfelves  of  their  new  dignity  to  raife  their  cre- 
dit in  parliament  ^ '  •  The  earl  of  Shaftfbury  boafted 

•    # 

♦♦  Ralph,  v»i   i.  p.  438. 

*»  Ibid. 

**  Life  of  James,  1679.    North's  Examcn. 

*^  Ibid.  North's  Examen. 

of 
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C HA. P. of  hit  prefidency,  as  a]>.*eyideiu:ft  of  his  having 
^J^l;^  recovered  the  favour  of  the  king* '. 
^'^^^^T/      So  far  from  working  any  change  upon  the  Icon 
per  of  the  commons,  the  inftitution  of  the  new 
council  does  not  appear  to  have  produced  the 
(malleft  abatement  of  their  ardour,  or  any  inter- 
'    ruption  to  the  violent  meafures  in  which  they  w^re 
engaged. 
The  com-     ^^^Y  proceeded,  the  day  after  it  had  taken 
moDs  pro.  place,  to  renew  their  inftru£tions  to  thecomunttee 
ceediDthe  for  the  impeachment  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  who 
impeach-  jj^^j  furrendered  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
Srcari  of  lords* '.    Indignant  at  any  barrieV  bang  oppoled 
Daoby.     to  their  refentment,  they  appointed  a  committtee 
to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  relative  to  lord 
Panby's  pardon,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had 

^s  It  may  feemfomewhat  extraordinary,  that  lord  Shaftibory, 
fo  treacherous  to  Charles,  (hould  be  taken  into  the  new  council. 
He  was,  however,  propofed  by  the  king  himfelf,  who  alTigned 
this  reafon  for  it,  that,  if  left  out,  he  would  do  more  odlchief 
than  any  man. 

This  trimming  of  the  king  operated  greatly  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  affairs,  as  it  made  the  people  believe,  that  Shaftibury  was 
ftill  in  the  king's  confidence,  and  induced  them  to  give  credit  to 
all  his  political  iidions.  Defpairing  of  being  ever  reconciled  to 
the  duke  of  York,  he  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  the  interefi  of 
the  duke  of  Monmouth.  He  ufed  to  declare  among  his  friends, 
that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  fo  beloved  by  the  king,  that  he 
only  wifhed  to  have  an  opponunity  of  acknowledging  his  legiti« 
macy,  and  that  the  violent  profecutbn  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
popifhplot,  the  excluGon  of  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  obfti* 
nacy  of  parliament,  would  afford  him  that  opportunity.  Echard, 
Tol.  iii.  Life  of  James,  1679.  "  Such  mifchief,**  (ays  fir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  "  could  never  have  grown,  if  Shaftfbury  had  oot 
<*  worked  himfelf  into  the  credit  of  bebg  fecretly  well  with  the 
^'  king,  and  ftill  better  with  Moomoutb,  whofe  fuccefs  would 
**  repay  all  their  fcrvices.*'  Temj^le,  vol.  t.  p,  418.  This 
fa^  conveys  an  inftruftive  lefTon  to  princes,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  dangerous  than  externally  to  carels,  and  to  inveft  with  au* 
^ority,  thofe  men  whom  they  fecretly  deteft  and  fear. 

^'  Journ.  Commons,  aad  April. 

been 
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be^n  pbt^ined  *  ^,    They  rcfolvcd  that  the  pordoci  CHAP, 
was  illegal,  «^4  ^Ofifequently  void,  and  went  in  a      ^^^ 
body  to  ih^  hopfe  of  lords  to  demand  judgment  ^^^^^T^ 
agaipft  hip>«  as  iUpding  accufed  of  high  tr eafon '  * . 
The  lags^lity  of  the  patdon>  and  the  objeAioni  of 
the  commoDSy  the  lords  refolvod  to  examine  with 
d^liberatipo  wA  Otudovr,  and  addreflfed  the  king 
tQ  appoint  a  high  fteward  to  prefide  at  the  trial  of 
lordDanby  ^pd  the  popifli  lOrds;  the   latter  of 
which  they  intended  to  bring  to  a  ipeedy  deci* 
fioii^  '•     Thefe  refolutions  of  the  lords  were  con- 
fidefed  by  the  commons  as  intended  to  interrupt  . 
the  progrefs  of  lord  Danby*s  trial,  and  to  fcreen 
prerogative  frqm  the  (hock  it  muft  have  fu(tained 
by  t>^.e  difr^Af  ding  of  the  king's  pardon.     Another 
refolution  of  the  lords,  which  appeared  more  ma* 
terially  loafeit  the  iflueof  the  trial,  confirmed 
the  fufpiifions  c^  the  commons,  and  furnifiied  a 
new  topic  of  s^kercation  between  the  two  houfes. 
After  deliberating  upon  the  circumftances  of  the 
trial,  the  lords  decided,  that  the  bifliops  were  en- 
titled to  rf3.main  in  the  houfe,  in  capital   cafes,  till 
judgment  of  death   were  pronounced^'.     As  the 
invariable  attachment  of  the  biihops  to  the  mea- 
fores  c^  the  court  was  no^rious,  this  refolution 
^  the  lordiS  was  confidered  as  decifive  with  refpeft 
to  the  preliminary  queftion  of  the  validity  of  lord    * 
Daaby's  pardon*    The  commons  earneftly  drug- 
gled»  in  repeated  conferences  with  the  lords,  to 

1^  Journ.*  Commonsy  ijtb  ApriL 

»«  Ibid,  sthlidar. 

^  Jooni.  Lords,  sih  and  6ib  May. 

"  Ibid,  i3*M»y. 
'  By  the  cooftitutioos  of  Clarendon,  the  clergy  are  required  19 
alEft  at  trialt  only  till  fentcoce  of  death,  or  lois  of  members,  be 
^iveo  ajgainfl  live  crimiDa).  Hume,  vol.  i«  The  fajse  f dpea  to 
'the  delicacy  of  thetccleiiaftical  c^iarader  feems  to  have  taken  place 
in  other  fciogdoma  of  Eorope,    R^tz'$  Mttmoku 

prevail 
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CHAP,  prevail  upon  them  to  retraft  their  opinion  with 
^^^J}h^  regard  to  the  interference  of  the  bifliops,  and  alfo 
,^  g     to  prefer  the  trial   of  lord   Danby  to  that  of  the 
other  lords  under  impeachment.     Unable  to  ob- 
tain the  confent  of  the  lords,  they  pafled  reioluti- 
ons  in  oppofition  to  their  decilions      1  hey  not 
only  aiTerted,  that  the  pardon  was  illegal,  but  de- 
clared it  criminal  in  any  of  their  members  to  main-^ 
tain  its  validity.     They  refolved,  that  the  bifliops 
had  no  right  to  vote  in  cafes  of  life  and  death'  ^. 
Bill  of  ex-      Irritated  by  repeated  difappointments  of  bring- 
"•     ing  their  attacks  upon  the  prerogative  to  any  effec- 
tual iiTue,  and  emboldened  by  the  increafing  dif- 
content  of  the  nation,  the  commons  now  refolved, 
with  more  daring  aiTault,  to  puih  their  refentment 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace,  and  to  offer  violence 
to  theaffedions  of  the  king.  Having  found  that  the 
adherence  of  the  duke  of  York  to  the  Roman  catho- 
lic religion  was  a  principal  caufe  of  the  dangerous 
confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  the  king  and  the  con- 
ilitution,  they  brought  in  a  bill  to  exclude  him  from 
the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  after  the  demife  of  his 
majefty".     The  detail  of  arguments  upon  both 
fides  of  this  queftion,  by  far  the  mod  delicate  and 
important  that  was  agitated  in  the  covirfe  of  this 
reign,  I  defer  till  that  period,  when  they  may  be 
faid  to  have  attained  to  their  higheft  improvement 
and  moft  extenfive  influence.     We  need  not  won- 
der if  the  firft  propofal  of  the  exclufion  filled  the 
king  with  anxiety  and, alarm,  and  excited  the  moft 
determined  purpofe  of  oppofition  to  it.     Heredi- 
tary, indefeafible  right  was  the  foundation  of  non- 
refidance  and  of  abfolute  power.     The  exclufion 
of  the  next  lineal  heir  of  the  crown  cut  the  flock 

■^  Joaro.  Commoas,  15th,  1  yth,  26th  May.  Grey's  Debates, 
?•!.  Tii. 

''  Journ.  ConimonS|\27th  April,  8th  and  nth  May. 

upon 
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upon  which  all  thofe  luxuriant  branches  of  prero-  CHAP, 
gativewere  grafted,  which  hisfondeft  prejudices  ,^J[^J;^ 
led  him  to  venerate  and  to  cherifli*  *.     It  were  utt-    ,5^^^ 
candid,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  admit,  that  the 
influence  of  natural   affedion  contributed  to  ren- 
der the  king  averfe  to  a  meafure   contrived  to 
bereave  bis  brother  of  his  birth-right^  and,  in  cafe 
of  his  furviving,  to  confign  him  to  exile  and  dif- 
grace. 

While  the  commons  were  vehemently  engaged  Inquiries 
in  forwarding  the  bill  of  exclufion,  they  contrived  <^^°««»^'^- 
with  dexterous  policy,  to  introduce  fuch  inquiries  mSba^ 
as  fiirnifhed  new  arguments  for  that  meafure  ;  and  cagement 
which  at  the  fame  time  obliquely  reflected  upon  ^  t^c 
the  charafter  of  the  duke  of  York.     They  ap  n^^y*"^ 
pomted  a  committee  to  inquire  into   the  mifcar-  q„^^ 
riages  of  the  navy,  the  management  of  which  had 
principally  devolved  upon  him,  and  in  wliich  he 
had  hitherto  been  fuppofed  to  poflefs  diftinguiflied 
merit*  ^.     A  <tri&  examination  into  the  expendi- 
ture and  the  abufes  of  the  revenue  was  carried  on, 
with  a  view  of  expofing  the  corrupt  pradices  of 
the  king  and  his   miniDers  during  the  late  parlia- 
ment}  and  to  render  infamous   thofe   members 
who  had  yielded  to  their  influence.     Charles  Ber- 

«•  Rerciby»  p.  121.  Life  of  James,  1680.     Extras  lath. 

'^  Joorn.  Commons,  aad  May  1679  Sir  Anthony  Dean 
»d  Mr.  Samuel  Pepys,  fecretarics  of  (he  admiralty,  were 
charged  witk-holdtng  a  correfpondence  with  France.  1  he  for- 
mer, it  was  alleged,  had  carried  into  Prance  an  exaA  lift  of  the 
navy,  a  dcfcription  of  all  the  forts,  and  an  account  of  their  weak- 
sefs  aod  flrength*  '1  bis  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  done,  with  the 
primY  of  the  duke  of  York,  aod  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on 
the  plot.  Though  the  duke  of  York  was  much  in  thetntereft  of 
France,  yet  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  having  been  guilty  of  fuch 
treachery  ;  but  the  very  ioflitutioo  of  the  inquiry,  while  the 
prejndices  of  the  nation  ran  high  againft  hims  made  him  perhaps 
appear  more  criminal  in  their  eftimatlon,  than  if  it  had  been 
brought  to  an  i/Tue.     Ralph,  p.  45c. 

trey, 
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trey,  who  had  recdred  a  coihnicfliDii  fen*  diftribiat- 
ing  the  fum  of  two  husdred  and  fifty  thoarand, 
^^1^  four  hundred  and  fixty-ibven  pound*,  rorthefecret 
fetvice  of  gov,erainem,  was,  by  the  drder  of  the 
hottfe,  committed  to  the  cuftodyiJDf  the  ferjeant  at 
vtrhfi  becaufe  he^efufedto  ft  ate  to  them  the  parti* 
ctklar  articles  lA  which  that  fam  had  heed  ex« 
pended  '  ^  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who  bad  been  em- 
ployed by  the  court  in  the  fame  office,  was  ordered 
fo  produce  every  account  of  money  paid  to  mem« 
herd,  or  to  other  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  of  keep* 
ing  public  tables,  and  performing  any  iecret  fer* 
tice  for  the  court  ^  *  ^  From  fir  Stephen  Fox's  evi- 
dence it  appeared,  that  the  fum  of  three  thoufand 
four  hundred  pounds  had  been  paid,  annually,  in 
penfions  to  members  of  parliament ;  a  fum  which 
fell  (horC  of  the  expeftation  of  4^be  authors  of  this 
inveft}gation.  There  is  reafon  however  to  fufpe&, 
that  this  fum  was  but  an  inconfiderable  proportion 
of  the  money  diftributed  for  the  purpofe  of  cor- 
rupting members.  For  it  is  remarkable,  thaftfome 
names  were  added,  upon  the  knowledge  of  pri« 
vate  members,  to  the  lift  of  penfioners  delivered 
by  fir  Stephen  Fox,  who  fpoke  merely  from  me- 
mory, and  the  books  of  account  never  were  pro^ 
duced,  nor  could  afterwards  be  found*  *•  It  muft 
alfo  be  obferved,  that  this  inquiry  was  confined  to 
the  abufe  of  the  revenue;  and  it  may  be  conjec- 
tured^ that  a  great  part  of  the  money  which  the 
kmg  received  from  France,  w'as  applied  to  the 
fame  profligate  purpofe  of  domefiic  corruption. 

*•  Jottrn,  Commons,  loth  May.     Grqr's  D^bates^  toI.  vii' 
p.  »3»- 
»>  Ibid.  13d  May.    Grey's  Debates,  ybl.  fii.  p.  315, 
••  Ralph,  vol.  i.  p.  449, 

To 
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To  retrench  the  parKamentary  mfluence  of  the  CHAP, 
court,  a  bifl  was  twice  read  in  the  commons,  to     ^^'- 
prevent  any  member  of  the  houfe  from  accepting    ^67^^ 
of  any  poft  or  penfion,  during  that  fel&on  of  par-  BiHstore- 
iiament^  \     They  extended  their  views  beyond  a  trench  the 
temporary  reformation,  and  turned  their  thoughts  ""^ncn« 
towards  the  mod  effeftual  means  for  fecuring  the^jlj; 
independence,    and  preferving  the  integrity,  of 
fucceeding  parliaments.     In  order  to  prevent  the 
court  from  conferring  the  privilege  of  voting  on 
Ac  very  eve  of  an  eledlion,  upon  perfons  devoted 
to  its  intereft,  and  often  brought  from  a  diftance^ 
to  counteract  the  natural  and  the  pure  influence 
of  conflituents,  the  period  of  one  year's  refidence 
in  the  county  or  burgh  in  which  they  voted,  and 
two  hundred  pounds  dear  of  all  incumbrances, 
werepropofed  to  conftitute  a  qualification  for  a 
vote.     Heavy  penalties  were  enadted  againll  cor^ 
ruption,    and  the  magidrates  and  officers  who 
Aoald  connive  at  it.     i  he  bill  concluded  with 
declaring,  that  no  future  parliament  fliould,  either 
bf  prorogation,  adjournment,  or  any  other  me- 
thod, be  continued  above  the  fpace  of  two  years*  *• 
That  the  commons  might  totally  exclude  the  crown 
from  every  hope  of  fupply  by   any  expedient, 
without  their  confent  and  authority,  a  bill  was 
brought  in:  and  committed,  to  fecure  the  fubjedt 
from   the  illegal  exaftion  of  money*'.    Thefe 
laudable  efforts  for  improving  the  conftitution 
were  fruftrated  by  a  mifunderftanding  which  hap- 
pened between  the  two  houfes,  in  various  points 
relative  to  the  trial  of  lord  Danby.    A  bill  for 
fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  known  by  the 

•■  Joorn.  Commons,  ift  May. 

^^  Thit  bill  is  doc  iofened  in  the  Journals.     See  an  account 
of  it  io  Ralph,  vol.  i.  p.  449. 

^'  Jottra.  Commoni,  33  d,  a  5th  April,  rftMay. 

name 
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CHAP,  name  of  the  habeas  corpus,  met  ^ith  better  fuc- 
^^J*^-      cefs  ;  and  will  for  ever  diftinguifli  this  parliament, 
1670.    ^y  ^^^  grateful  remembrance  of  pofterity*  ♦. 

A  feries  of  meafures,  fo  hoftile  to  prerogative, 
widened  the  breach  between  the  king  and   the 
commons.     No  fooner  was  it  iufpeded  that  the 
king  intended  to  prorogue  the  parliament,  than 
meaiures  were  taken  out  of  doors  to  intimidate 
him,  by  difplaying  the  ftrong  fupport  which  the 
commons  derived  from  the  aiFeflions  and  grati- 
tude of  the  people.     An  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
parliament  by  the  city  of  London,  and  a  remon- 
Parlia-      ftrance  againft  their  prorogation,  were  prepared  *  ' . 
nent  dif-  Precipitated  by  fear,  the  king  durft  not  hazard 
foived.      jjjg  advice  of  his   new  council,  which   he  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  regard ;  and,  by  an  unexpedl- 
lythMay-ed  prorogation,  ftopt  the  tide  of  popular  rage, 
which  beat  with  fuch  threatening  violence  againft 
the  pillars  of  the  prerogative.     The  third  parlia- 
ment of  Charles  was  diflblved  the  twelfth  of  July, 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  &nd  feventy-nine,  and  a 
new  parliament  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  Oftober  following. 

To  the  king,  difappointed  of  the  fuccefs  he  ex- 
pected from  the  diiTolution  of  the  long  parliament, 
there  now  remained  no  profpe£t  of  fupplying  his 
neceiEties,  and  of  reigning  in  peace,  but  by  re- 
newing  his  alliance  with  France,  or  obtaining,  in 
a  new  parliament,  reprefentatives  more  friendly 
to  the  inter  efts  of  the  crown.     Steps  were  taken 
preparatory  to  either  of  thofe  meafures,  as  (hould 
afterwards  be  found  expedient. 
Charles         As  Charles  was  led,  by  an  infatuated  predilec- 
attempisto  (j^^,  to  prefer  the  friendfhip  of  France  to  the 
ii"iKw  °*°  affeftions  of  his  fubjefts,  fo  the  former  was  at  this 

STch      ^Mourn  CornmoDs,27thM*y, 
Wag.  *  Rcrcfby.  Temple. 

^  time 
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time  ftrongly  tecommetided  to  him,  by  the  addrels  CHAP, 
and  importunity  of  his  brother**,     ^l^i^niedby     ^'^ 
the  repeated  attempts  to  exclude  him  from  the  "j^^""^ 
throne,  the  duke  of  York  devoted  himfeif,  with  ' 

anxious  afliduity,  to  promote  a  treaty  between 
his  brother  and  the  French  king,  as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  the  meeting  of  a  futu.e  par- 
liament, and  of  fecuring  his  own  fucccffion"* '. 
The  extravagant  demands  of  Lewis- fif ft  retarded 
the  progrefs  of  this  treaty,  and  at  laft  put  an  end 
to  it.  He  infifted  that  Charles  (hould  lay  afide 
parliaments  altogether,  or  difcontinue  them  for  a 
long  time,  a  meafure  which,  from  paft  experience, 
hadbedh  found  equally  unfafe  and  impracticable^  *. 
The  ftifpcnfion  of  parliament  for  the  ipace  of 
three  years,  was  at  laft  agreed  to  by  Charles,  and 
accepted  of  by  the  king  of  France.  But,  though 
it  was  probable  that  the  forrtier  was  well  inclined! 
to  conclude  this  treaty,  yet  his  minifters,  particu-. 
larly  Sunderland  and  Hyde,  who  had  taken  every 
previous  ftep  with  zeal,  rejeded  the  terms  of  it, 
cither  from  the  dread  of  perfonaf  danger  in  cafe  of 
dcteftion,  of  from  the  apprehenfion  of  being  dif- 
appoiftted  of  the  rewards  they  expeded  from 
Prance*  ^. 

In  the  mean  while^  the  getreral  coutfe  of  elec^  Circum- 
tions  did  not  open  a  near  pfofped  of  compofing'fancesun- 
the  tumults  of  the  nation,  and  of  re-eftabli(hing  favourable 
the  tranquillity  of  the  kin^,  by  the  intervention  of'^  *  ^ 

,.         *  "V-,  .     .    °       t    t      1  1  •  t  court  in 

parliament.      If  patriotic  zeal  had  not  hitherto.  ,.  conrfe 
accomplifhed  its  full  defire,  yet  it  had  led  to  dif  of  th€  e- 
coveries  which  fattened  ignominy  upon  the  ad-^^^i<>D'* 
herents  to  the  courf,  and  weakened  their  influence 
in  the  competition  for  public  con-fidence.     The 

**  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  239. 

^  Sec  letters  of  the  du'%c  of  York  tp  Lewis,  [\Ad,  p.  239. 

«Ibid.p.233.4. 
^  H>ii.  p.  24a. 

H  inquiry 
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CHAP,  inquiry  of  the  late  parliament  into  the  ftate  of  the 
^*^'     ,  penfions,  produced  a  lift  of  names,  which  were 
'^'J^!jr^  circulated  through  the  country  with  malevolent 
additions ;  and  they  were  reprefented,  as  having 
tendered  themfelves  too  infamous  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  proteftion  of  the  rights  of  their  fellow- 
fubjeds ' "" .     To  countenance  their  pretentions  was 
to  participate  of  their  crimes,  and  to  endanger  the 
conftitution.    The  partwhich  individuals  had  taken 
in  the  exclufion,  the  mod  ambiguous   queftion 
which  had  been  difcufled  in  the  laft  parliament, 
was  aflumed  as  an  infallible  criterion  to  afcertain 
integrity  or  corruption  of  chara£ber,  and  to  fix 
the  approbation  or  the  cenfure  of  the  people.    The 
exclufionifts  were  patriots,  proteftants,  and  friends 
to  the  conftitution :  the  anti-exclufionifl^s  were,  in 
their  hearts,   papifts,    the  abettors    of  arbitrary 
power,  and  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  Frante^  \ 
All  the  malignantingredients  which  compofed  the 
laft  of  thefe  chara£bers  were  comprehended  in  the 
name  of  Tory^  a  term  which  had  been  formerly  ap- 
plied to  the  wildeft  favages  in  Ireland ;  while  the 
loyalifts  as  fcornfuUy  retorted  upon  their  antago* 
nifts  the  appellation  of  Whig^  by  ^  hich  they  ex- 
prefied  the  idea  they  entertained  of  their  defpica- 
ble  flation,   illiberal  principles,  and  tumultuary 
proceedings'^.    Circumftances  fo  well  fitted  to 

work 


»<*  Caveat  againft  Whif  s,  p.  68*     North's  Examen. 

»•  Ibid. 

^*  The  terms  Whig  and  Tory  came  to  be  in  familiar  ufc  dur- 
ing the  late  parliament.  The  people,  while  the  queftion  con- 
cerning the  exclufion  was  depending,  affembled,  day  after  day, 
about  the  gates  of  Wcftroinftef .  The  king's  guards  were  ordered 
to  difperfe  them ;  and  as  a  fcuffle  fometimes  enfued»  the  en- 
raged multitude  exprefTed  their  indignation  by  giving  their  adver- 
faries  the  name  of  Tories*  Such  the  wild  Irifli  were  called,  of 
ivhoie  barbarity  the  mod  ihocking  accounts  were  at  this  time 

brought 
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work  upon  the  temper  of  the  people,  ftill  agitatedCH  A?, 
with  frefli  tumours  about  the  plot,  and  applied      ^"* 
with  dexterity  and  diligence  by  the  country  party     ^^^ 
or  wbigs,  produced  a  majority  of  returns  in  their 
favour4 

Some  events  occurred  after  the  eleftions^  which 
fisirther  tended  to  increafie^  the  difcontents  of  the 
people,  and  to  furnifii  new  materials  for  the  de- 
clamation of  their  leaders,  when  permitted  to  en- 
ter upon  the  difcharge  of  their  public  trufl.  The 
duke  of  York  fuddenly  returned  from  Bruflels,  as 
foon  as  the  king's  jndifpofition  was  notified  to  him,^  2d  Sept. 
and  met  with  a  reception  which  confirmed  the  ge- 
neral impreilion  of  his  brother's  unalterable  at« 
tachmentto  his  intereft^'.  The  moil  important 
fevours  conferred  by  the  court  were  now  traced  to 
his  recommendation  **  The  duke  of  Monmouth, 
who  had  attained  tp  the  fummit  of  popularity  by 
the  intrigues  of  party,  and  the  fuccefs  and  lenity 
with  which  he  had  extingui(hed  the  rebellion  of  the 
covenanters  in  Scotland,  was  deprived  of  all  his 
offices,  and  banifhed  to  the  Continent ;  while 
the  duke  of  York  was  permitted  to  refide  in  Scot- 
land, that  he  might  be  near  the  fcene  of  aftion^  ^ 
The  invention  of  a  new  plot,  called  the  meal-tub  Oftobcr. 

brought  to  LoDdoo.  The  mean  appearance  of  the  rabble,  who 
attended  the  cxclufionifb  with  (houts  of  applaufe  as  they  entered 
and  rctomed  from  the  hoafe  of  \:ominonS|  provoked  the  loyalifls 
to  exprefs  tb«tr  contempt  of  thera  by  the  appellation  of  Whtgs^ 
which  was  appropriated  to  the  pooreit  of  the  people  in  Scotland, 
or  tboTe  who  carried  to  market  the'  tefufe,  or  what  was  called  the 
whig  of  the  miiky  which  their  wretchednefs  would  not  allow 
cbem  to  beftow  upon  their  cattle.     North's  Examen,  p.  320. 

The  fame  names  were  afterwards  applied  to  the  clergy  :  thpfe 
who  preached  againd  the  fanatics,  and  in  defence  of  the  preroga- 
tire,  were  called  Tories:  thofe  who  founded  the  alarm  of  po- 
pery and  of  the  plot,  were  called  iFhlgs.    Ibid. 

"  Burnet.     Ecbard. 

»♦  Rerefby,  p.  99. 

's  £chard. 

H  d  plot. 
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CHAP,  plot,  revived  die  fpirit  of  terror  and  profecution, 

^^**     which   had  begun  to  languilh  from  the  yielding 

^'^'^      temper  and  fevere  fufferings  of  the  Roman  catho- 

lies'*. 
Tli«  king       I'he   impreffion  made  by  thefc  events  was  too 
takes  mea-  deep  to  be  effaced  by  a  few  oftentatious  meafures, 
fures  to     purfued  by  the  court  in  conceffion  to  the  prevail- 
fa'ih  ^.*'^"'  ^"S  fentiments  ot  the  nation.     Treaties  with  Spain 
•and  with  Holland,  formerly  the  objeftof  patriotic 
defire,  were  earneftly  fet  about,  after  the  mifcar- 
riage  of  the  alliance  with  France,     llie  moft  fer- 
rent  zeal  was  affefted  by  the  court  againft  Roman 
catholics,  and  the  king  embraced  every  opportu- 
nity of  dedaring  his  purpofe  to  fail  in  with  any 
new  meafures  which  might   befuggefted  by  the 
approaching  parliament,  to  maintain  the  fafety  of 
the  proteftant  religion,  provided  the  legal  order  of 
fucceffion  was  not  invaded^'.     This  refervation, 
however,  the  popular  leaders  were  determined  not 
to  tolerate ;  and,  though  excluded  from  the  op- 
portunity of  parliamentary  oppofition,  they  adopted 
a  method  of  declaring  their  fentiments,  not  lefs 
effeflual,  to  embolden  their  adherents^  and  to  con- 
firm their  jeaioufy  of  the  couyt. 
The  duke     The  earl  of  Shaftibury,  accompanied  by  aeon- 
of  York   fiderable  number  of  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  in 
indiacd    ^jje  nation,  prefented,  to  the  grand  jury  of  Mid- 
"cuff  <ilefe^»  ^^^f°^^  f^r  inditing  the  duke  of  York  as 
i68o'  .  a  popiOi  rccufant.     The  refulal  of  the  chief  juftice 
March.     Scroggs  to  admit  the  complaint,  and  a  premature 
difmiffion  of  the   grand  jury,  after  he  had  been 

7^  One  Dangerfieldy  who  had  been  branded  for  the  moft  atro- 
cioua  crime9>  pretended  that  lUQoey.had  been  offered  him  by 
fome  of  the  pohifh  lordsy  to  kill  the  Jdog  and  lord  Shaftfbory  ; 
and  bccaufe  iorne  of  the  papers  to  which  he  referred  as  eYidence 
were  found  in  a  meal-tub,  the  plot  was  called  the  Meal -tub  Pbt. 
Ralph,  &c. 

"  Echard. 

fent 
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feutfor  to  Whitehall,  afforded  a  ftriking  evidence  C  H  A,  P. 
of  the  arbitrary  fpirit  of  government ' ' .     Tlie  long     *  ^  ^ 
fufpenfion  of  parliament  was  marked,  as  a  palpa-  ^^^^T^^ 
ble  coatradiclion  to  the  hypocritical  profeflions  of    *'    ^* 
zeal  for  the  proteftant  intereftheld  forth  in  all  the 
declaradons   of  the  court.     The  lad  parliament 
had  been  diflhlved  in  the  very  career  of  their  zeal, 
and  while  profecuting  the  moft  effectual  mealures 
to  deters  and  tt)  arraign  the  machinations  of  a 
relllefi  and   bloody   fuperftition*     Was  there  not 
reafon  to  apprehend,  inat  the  refentment  of  the 
court  was  exciud  hy  that  part   of  their  cgtnduft 
which  appeared  meritorioijis,  in  the  eyes  of  every 
perfoa  well  affeded  to  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
England' '  ?    The  people,,  in  general,  were  im- 
prelTed  with   a  full  perfuafion,  that   nothing  lefs 
than  the  united  wifdora  of  their   independent  re* 
prefentatives  could  penetrate  into  the  deep  myfte- 
ries  of  jefuitical  intrigues,  or  devile  remedies  ade- 
quate to  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  mifchteis 
titfe  which  they   were   pregnant :  and  yet,  from 
inonthto  month,  hy  prorogation  after  proroga- 
^Q,  the  nation  was  diiappoimed  of  that  antidotei 
igamfl  danger  which  the  conftitutioa  provided ,^ 
ind  the  royal  proclamation  had  flattered  thepi   to 
Jxped.    How  mortifying,  at  the  lame.  time,,  ta 
be  new  elefted  members,  to  be  detained  in  aa, 
^bfcurc  and  private  ftation,,  and  prevented  from. 
Djoying  the  honours  and  privileges  amiexed  to  the. 
^and  the  public  charader,  which  the  choice 
f  their  fellow-citizens  had  conferred  upon  them. 
Agreeably  to   thefe  fentiments,  a  petition  was  Petitions 
refented  by  feventecn  peers,  fetting  forth  the  ill  ^^^  ^^^ 
fecis  of  the  diffolutioo  of  the  laft  parliament,  i;;"^^;;;;^^^ 
^<1  praying  the  king  to  continue  his  new  elefted  J^^pt,' 

l^  Ralph,  vol.  u  p.  5?4. 
Appeal  from  the  city  to  ihe  country. 

parliament 
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CHAP  parliament  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  after  the 

^^^'    ,  period  of  the  next  prorogation*  **.     The  influence 

1680.    ^^  ^^'^  example  Ipreadwith  rapidity,  and  brought 

9tb  Pc-    in  petitions  to  the  fa^me  purpofe  from  every  quarter, 

ccmber     and  from  every  denomination  pf  citizens* '.     A 

'^th  D  -  proclamation,  iffued  by  the  king,  to  prohibit  per- 

fohs  from  prefuming  to  promote,  or  agitate  fub- 

fcriptions  to  petitions  of  a  feditious  tendency,  only 

ferved  to  evince   the  contempt  of  royal  authority, 

puflied  beyond  the  reftridlion?  of  law.    The  vio- 

Unce  of  this  meafure,  and   a  refined  diftindlion, 

contrived  to  evade  the  law,  which  exprefsly  ^cer- 

tained  the  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition  the  fovc- 

reign,  was  expofed  with  acrimony  and  ridicule  in 

news-papers,  and  other  periodical  publications*"^. 

Prerogative  was  baffled ;  the  ftream  of  petitions 

(till  flowed  in  with  unabated  violence* '. 

Addrcffc$      jf  the  authority  of  proclamations  was  infufHci^ 

of  abhor-  ^^^  ^^  prevent  petitions  from  being  thrown  intc 

^^     *      the  fcale  of  popular  intereft,  the  only  remaining 

remedy  was,  to  counterbalance  them  by  petitions 

and  addrefles  of  an  oppofite  tendency.     The  duk< 

of  York,  ambitious  to  carry  along  with  him  tc 

court  an  evidence  of  the  great  perfonal  influence 

he  had  acquired  during  his  refidence  in  Scotland^ 

had  obtained  from  the  nobility  and  gentlemec 

there,  an  addrefis   to  the  king,  full   of  the  mofl 

ardent  declarations   of  loyalty  and  affe6lion,  and 

profeffing,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  an  abhorrena 

of  that  turbulent  fpirit  which   dilated  petitions 

difrefpeftful  to  his  majefty's  perfon  and  govern 

«<»  Burnet.     Kcnnct.  ■'   Ibid. 

'^  The  ^erm  aghaie  fubfcriptions,  was  fuggefted  by  lord  keepe 
Ncrthy  as  a  palliative  of  a  proclamation ,  which  leeined  to  U 
dire<ftly  in  the  face  of  law.  At  the  fame  time,  the  niethodi 
ufed  by  the  popular  party  to  procure  fubfcriptions  to  petitions 
fccmcd  to  require  a  check.     North's  ExanieOy  p.  541,  Sec. 

pj  Echard,  &c. 

ment 
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ment"*.     After  this  example,   fimilar  addreffes  C  H  A  P. 
were  promoted  by  the  agents  aad  partifans  of  the  x^^J}]^ 
court  in  England  ;  and  even  prefented  by  fome     ,580, 
of  the  towns  and   corporations  which  had  petiti* 
oned  for  the  meeting  of  parliament".     The  ge^ 
neral  fcope  of  them  was  to  exprefs  their  fenfe  and 
abhorrence  of  the  mifchievous  tendency  of  petiti<r 
ons  i  and  fome  of  them  even  defcended  into  a  flat- 
tering approbation  of  thofe  meafures  of  the  court 
which  were  deemed  mod  illegal  and  arbitrary*  ^, 

The  period,  to  which  men  of  every  different  ^^""^^ 
opinion  and  party  looked  forward  with  the  moft  ^cnx. 
anxious  expectation,  at  laft  approached :  The  king, 
after  fix  prorogations,  met  his  parliament  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  Oftober  one  thpufand  fix  hundred 
and  eighty* '.  He  mentioned  in  his  fpeech  the  be- 
neficial effeds  which  had  refulted  from  the  feveral 
prorogations  of  parliament,  both  to  himfelf  and 
to  neighbouring  ftates  ;  and  his  having  completed 
an  alliance  with  Spain.  He  recommended  the  vi- 
gorous profecution  of  the  plot ;  and  folemnly  de- 
clared, that  provided  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown 
was  preferved  in  its  due  and  legal  courfe,  there 
was  not  any  remedy  which  they  could  propofe  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  proteft^nt  religion,  to  which  he 
would  not  readily  give  his  confent*  *. 

Sir  William  Williams  was  chofen  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  and  approved  of  by  the  king*  •• 
All  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  two  former  par- 
liaments, to  fupport  the  credit  and  keep  alive  the 
terror  of  the  plot,  were  repeated,  and  need  npt 


•♦  Echard,  &c. 

•$  Ibid.  w  Ibid. 

•^  Ralph. 

"  Juurn.  Lords,  aiflO^obcr. 

'^  Jouro.  LoidSf  2 2d  O^ober. 

again 
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again  be  fpecified^''..  To  all  their  folicItation& 
and  recommendatione  upon  this  fubjeft,  tlic  court 
yielded  with  an  obfequious  facility,  which  left  no 
room  for  complaint  or  remonftrance.  A  retrof-: 
peftive  view  of  the  conduft  of  the  court  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  furnifhed  ample  grounds 
for  commencing  hoftilities  againft  the  friends  of 
the  prerogative,  and  for  trying  the  ftrength  of 
parties. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  whigs  was  difplayed  by 
the  refolutions  of  the  commons,  which  adopted 
the  charafteriflical  fentiments  of  the  party,  upon 
the  queftion  of  petitions.  They  declared,  that  it 
was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition 
the  king  for  a  redrds  of  grievances,  ^nd  for  the 
calling  of  a  meeting  of  parliament^ ' ,  They  pro- 
ceeded to  open,  eSeftual  marks  of  their  difplea- 
fure  againft  thofe  who  had  difcountenanced  the  pe- 
titions :  they  declared  fuch  conduft  fubverfive  of 
the  ancient  conftitution,  and  favourable  to  arbi- 
trary  government,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
inquire  into,  and  make  their  report  upon  this  mat- 
ter**. They  did  not  ft  op  at  threats  and  angry 
words :  in  confequence  of  the  report  of  thtir  cpm- 
mittee,  they  expelled  fome  of  their  members  for 
having  joined  in  addrefles  of  abhorrence,  and 
others  for  having  exprefl'ed  their  diflike  of  petiti- 
ons^ ^ .  "The  commons  did  not  confine  their  refent- 
;  ment  to  oflFenders  on  the  fubjeft  of  petitions,  or  to 
fuch  as  were  placed  more  immediately  within  their 
own  jurildiftion  :  they  were  determined  that  pef- 
fonsof  thcfirft  eminence,  and  who,  from  thein- 


»•  Journ,  Lords,  23dO<flobcr,  &c.   louru.  Commons,  28th 
Prober,  &c. 

9'    lourn.   Commons,   27th   0<flobcr,  ccc. 

9*   ibid. 

9i  Ibid,   sgth  Oa.  ifl  Nov,  and  loih  Dec. 

fluence 
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fluence  of  oiEce,  cnjqyed  more  frequent  oj^rtu-  CHAP, 
nity,  and  more  extcnfive  capacity  of  promoting  i^^J}^ 
arbitrary  meafures,  fhould  feel  and  learato  dr^ao    ^^^^ 
the  fcverity  of  their  chaftifmg  arm. 

In  order  to  campal$  tl>is  dtjfign,  they  af>pointed.  Inquiry 
a  committee  to  exami^ie  th?  proceedings  of  the  »nto  ^hc 
judges  in  Weftminfter-ball^  \     North,  lord  chief  J'^J^"^" 
juftice  of  the  common  plea& ;  fir  Robert  Weftox},  judgc$. 
one  of  the   barons  of  exchequer ;    fir  William 
Scroggs,  the  chief  juUice  \  and  fir  Thomas  Jonea, 
one  of  the  puifne  judges  of  the  king'$  b^nch  |^ 
had  all  of  them  fallen  under  the  difpleaiure  of  tho 
public,  ibr  having  advifed  the   court    to .  illegal 
meafur^9  or  for  having  proitituted  their  official 
authority,  by  exceeding  in  fevcrity,  or  by  obftru^t* 
ing  the  courfe  of  juftice,  to  gratify  ^he  caprice  ox 
r^fentn^ents  of  tl;e  court.     Hence  thcfe  perfon) 
were  marked  out  as  the  moft  proper  objects  of  pai- 
triotic  refentment.     Aft^r  the  examination  of  evU  , 
dence,  and  the  reports  of  .their  committees,  im^ 
peachments  were  voted  for  and  carried,  and  ai?« 
tictes  immediately  drawn  up  againft  Scroggs,.  and 
prefenred  to  the  houfe  of  peers ' '  • 

But  the  great  and  interefting  objc£k  on  v;bich  Thcblllof 
the  whigs  collefted  their  utmoll  force,  was  the  bill  cxclufion 
of  exclufion     It  was  ulhered  into  the  houfe  by  fhf"^  V 
an  information,  containing  all  the  reports  of  the  of  com-" 
two  laft  parliaments  relative  to  the  popiib  plot }  mons« 
and  by  reiblving,  that  the  duke  of  York's  being  a 
papift,  had  given  the  greateft  encouragement  to 
the  confpiracies  againft  the  king,  and  the  pro- 
teftaqt  religion^  ^.     A  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  a  bill  to  difable  him  from  fueceeding 
to  the  crown  of  England' '.     The  bill  when  in- 

•*  Journ.  Commons,  23d  November,  1679. 
•5  Journ.  Commons,  23d,  24th,  and  26th   Norenier,  loth, 
|cc.  Dtccmber  1680;  5ih  and  7ih  January,  i6t)i. 
9^  Jbid.  2d  November  1680. 
>'  ibid. 

troducedt 
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CHAP,  troduced,  was  fupported  by  the  moft  eminent 
,^J!^J;^  fpeakersy  while  the  few  who  adhered  to  the  court, 
1 680- 1.  6ppofed  it  in  every  ftage;  and  endeavoured   to 
load  it  with  amendments,  which  were  likely  to 
defeat  its  end'  *  •    In  vain  had  the  king  attempted 
to  divert  the  commons  from  this  obnoxious  fub- 
je€^,  by  repeated  aflurances  of  his  approbation  of 
every  other  plan  they  could  devife  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  prote/lant  religion,  provided  they  did  not 
violate  the  hereditary  fucceflion'*.     To  thefe  the 
commons  replied  with  an  addrefs,  which,  under 
the  maflc  of  a  refpe&ful  anfwer,  couched  the  (harp- 
ed repreheniions  for  the  error  and  malignancy  of 
thofe  counfels  which  he  had  hitherto  followed. 
If  the  cruel  machinations  of  Rome  (hould  yet  take 
effefk ;  if  her  emiifaries,  through  failure,  or  the 
fuppreflion  of  evidence,  ftill  lurked  about  and  fn* 
fefted  the  kingdom :  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
diflblution  of  the  laft  parliament  advancing  in  pa- 
triotic meafures,  with  that  zeal  and  fuccefs,  which 
merited  the  applaufe  and  the  congratulations  of 
the  nation.    They  arraigned  the  king  for  the  pal- 
pable contradidions  of  his  conduA  to  his  profef 
iions  and  promifes,  while  he  entrufted  the  garrifon 
of  Tangiers,  for  the  fupport  of  which  he  was  fo- 
liciting  fupply,  to  the  command  of  popifli  gover- 
nors, and  re-inforced  it,  from  time  to  time,  with 
popifli  officers  and  popifli  foldiers.     However  anx- 
ious to  preferve  the  Britifli  dominions  entire,  yet 
it  were  treachery  to  their  conftituents,  to  turn  their 
attention  towards  the  diftant  members  of  the  em- 
pire, while  its  vital  parts  were  threatened  with  de- 
ftruaion"^^ 


"  Grey's  Debates,  3d,  6thf  and  nth  Np^mber. 
99  Journ  Commonsy  9th  November,  1680;  4th  January  168  r. 
••^  17th  November.     Sec  particularly  their  addrefs*  27th 
November  i68o.  ' 

The 
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The  rumour  of  a  popifli  plot   in  Jreland  was  CHAP, 
eagerly  embraced  by  the  commons,  as  afbrding  ^JJJ:^ 
them  a  favourable  opportunity  for  enlarging  the    1680-1, 
lift  of  their  witnelTes^  and  for  pleading  the  neceF* 
fity  of  the  exclufion  bill '  *" .     When  the  vicinity 
of  that  kingdom  was  confidered,  and  in  what  im* 
inenfe  proportion  the  papiils  exceeded  the  prptef- 
tants,  there  could  be  but  little  hope  that  any  limi- 
tations which  the  wifdom  of  parliament  could  de* 
vife,  would  be  regarded  by  a  popifli  fucceflbr. 

The  bill  of  exclufioii  did  not  meet  with  that  Rejeaed 
reception  and  that  fupport  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  ^y«^ 
which  might  have  been  expefted   from  the  num-  *^'^' 
ber  and  the  interefl:   of  thofe   members  who  had 
been  the  moft  adive,  in  every  preliminary  ftep,  to 
profecute  the  abettors  of  .the  plot,  and  to  thwart 
the  influence  of  the  dulte  of  York.     The  commit- 
ment was  carried  only  by  two  votes,  and  the  fame 
evening  it  was  debated,  and  cafl  out  bv  ^  great 
majority  *  "*  *•     The  mafterly  eloquence  ot  the  earl 
of  Halifax,  which,  upon  this  occafion,  far  excel- 
led that  of  his  oponents,  is  faid  to  have  operated 
powerfully  in  fubduing  the  minds  of  the  unpreju- 
diced, and  in  fettling  the  decifion  of  the  lords  *  ° '. 
Almoft  every  future  purpofe  and  meafure  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  this  feflion^  was  dictated  by 
their  refentment  for  the  rejedion  of  their  favourite 
bill.     They  addreffed  the  king  to  remove  the  earl 
of  Halifax  from  his  councils'  °*.     They  declared 
that  It  was  in  vain  for  his  majefty  to  promife  a  li- 
mited concurrence  with  the  remedies  which  might 
be  propoled  fpr  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  reli- 

'***  Journ.  Commons,  November  and  December  16S0;  4th, 
5th»  6th  and  7th  January  168 1. 
?<>*  Lords  Debates,  vol.  i. 
»•»  Rcrcfby.  p.  104. 
*'*  Joam,  Commons,  17th  and  zzd  November  i68c. 

gion ; 
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CHAP,  gion ;  that,  unlefs  he  departed  from  his  refcrva- 

^^!:^_^  tion  of  the  fucceflion  of  the  duke  of  York,  nei- 

i68o-f.  ther  his  perfon  nor  his  proteflant  fubjefb  could 

remain  in  fafety  *  *" ' . 
Bill  for  af-  They  renewed  many  fevere  refolutioos  agaix^ 
fociating  (jje  papifts,  and  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
J*f^"^^Jj>ffociate  all  his  majefty's  proteftant  fubjeas^  for 
tant Tub-  ^^e  fafety  of  his  perfon,  the  defence  of  the  protef- 
jcfts.  tant  religion,  the  prefervation  of  the  lives  of  pro- 
teftants,  and  for  preventing  any  papift  from  fad- 
ceeding  to  the  crown '  °  * .  ^ 

For  re-         As  a  preliminary  (lep  to  the  union  of  his  ma^ef- 
pcaiing^     ty*s  proteftant  fubjefts,  it  was  neceflary  to  repeal 
the  penal  ^^ofe  penal  ftatutes  of  Elizabeth  and  James,,  which 
zgdJ^nli      cxpofed  the  popifli  and  proteftant  lequfants  to  the 
proteftant  fame  fevere  penalties.     While  thefe   ftood  unre- 
diffcnicrs.  pealed,  many  of  the  latter  looked  with  indifference 
towards  the  iiTue  of  the  difpute  concerning  the  ex- 
clufion.     There  even  appeitred  fome  ground  for 
'     faope>  that  their  fituation  might  be  iiqproved,  by 
the  event  of  a  popifli  fucceffor,  who,  if  he  could 
not  eftablifli  his  own  religion,  fo  repugnant  to  the 
inclinations  of  his  people,  would  certainly,  under 
the  equitable  pretext  of  a  geheral  toleration,  pro- 
cure for  diffenters  of  every  fed,  a  mitigation  of 
thofe  feverities  with  which  they  were  now  oppreiled. 
Experience  of  the  indulgences,  illegally  granted 
by  the  difpenfmg  power  ot  the  king,  had  fofteaed 
many  of  them,  and  rendered  them  more  renifs  in 
concurring  with  the  members  of  the  eftablifhed 
church  againft  the  common  enemy.     In  order  to 
unite  the  counfels  and  exertions  of  the  proteftant 
intereft,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  penal  laws  enaded  by 
the  ftatute  of  Elizabeth  quickly  pafled  in  thehoufe 


■®J  Journ.  Commons,  '15th  and  20th  December. 
«^«  Ibid. 
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of  commons,  and  obtained  alfo  the  confent  of  the  C  H  A  P. 
peers' ^\  ^J^-^s 

The  lung  had  recourfe  to  a  mean  and  fraudulent  jgg^ , 
artifice,  in  order  to  fupprefs  this  meafure,  from 
which,  as  it  was  fo  ftrongly  recommended  by  rea- 
fon  and  humanity,  he  durft  not  openly  withhold 
his  confent.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  was  direfted 
to  withdraw  the  copy  of  the  bill  from  a  large  par- 
cel with  which  it  had  been  arranged,  in  order  to 
be  piefented  for  the  royal  aflent'°*.  Such  a 
ihameful  departure  from  dignity  and  honour,  ex- 
cited a  juft  indignation,  and  refuted  thofe  ardent 
profeffions  of  lenity  and  toleration,  under  which 
he  had  hitherto  concealed  his  partiality  for  the 
profeiTors  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion- 

The  commons,  in  the  courfe.of  this  feffion,  re-  The  com-- 
jefted  whatever  applications  were  made  for  fup-  J?^"/^^** 
plies,  and  at  length  boldly   declared,  that  imlefs  withhold 
the  bill  of  exclufion  was  pafled,  they  could  give  fupplics. 
no  farther  pecuniary  affiftance  to  his  majefty,  with- 
out endangering  his  perfon  and  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion.   In  order  the  more  efFeftually  to  (hut  up 
every  channel  which  aJQForded  the  fmalleft  profpeft 
of  relief  to  him,  now  reduced  to  the  moft  preff- 
ing  circumftances,   they  declared,  that  whoever 
ihould  pfefume  to  advance  money  before-hand,  or 
purchafe  any  part  of  the  revenue,  fliould  for  that 
aft  be  amenable  to  parliament  '^^. 

Aware  of  their  approaching  difTolution,  the  com-  Angry 
mons  loft  no  time  in  paffing  fuch  votes  as  might  ^°^?^ 
leave  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  a  deep  inipref-*j^^'"oj,r^^ 
lion  of  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  their  deter- 
mined and  inflexible  adherence  to  the  bill  of  ex- 
clufion^ and  of  the  weight   of  that  intereft  by 

*•''  Joum.  Commons  and  Lotdsk  26ljb  Novcinber. 

»*'»  Burnet,  1680. 

«o»  Journ,  Cororoonsy  7th  January  1681. 

which 
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CHAP,  ^hich  they  were  fupported.     The  thanks  of  th^ 
J^}}l.  houfe  were  voted  to  the  city  of  London  for  their  . 

^  ^  lovalty,  their  care,  and  their  vigilant  prefervation 
|k*  ^*'  of  the  proteftanl  religion* '  *".  The  conflagration 
of  the  city  of  London,  which  had  happened  many 
years  before,  was,  by  another  vote,  recalled  to 
remembrance,  and  afcribed  to  the  fame  malignant 
agency  of  the  Roman  catholics.  They  refolvcd, 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that  James 
duke  of  Monmouth  had  been  removed  from  the 
court  merely  by  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  York, 
and  ordered  an  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  the  king, 
.  to  reftore  him  again  to  favour  and  to  oflice.  They 
terminated  their  deliberations  and  exiftence  with 
expreflions  of  the  warmed  affe&ion  towards  the 
proteftant  diflenters '  " .  They  were  fuddenly  fum- 
moned  to  attend  the  king  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  the  parliament  was  prorogued  from  the  tenth 
of  January  to  the  twentieth.  In  a  few  days  after, 
it  was  diflblved. 
The  kiDg  The  neceflity  of  his  circumftances,  more  than 
rummons  any  regard  to  the  conftitution,  determined  the 
a  parlia-  king,  after  an  interval  of  two  months,  to  call  a 
""^  new  parliament.  Without  immediate  fupplxes  it 
was  impoflible  to  preferve  Tangiers ;  and  the  de- 
fertion  of  it  muft  have  proclaimed  to  Europe  the 
fcanty  finances,  and  the  degraded  authority,  of 
the  Englifli  monarch.  Confidering  how  much  the 
royal  credit  had  been  impaired  by  the  Jate  refoluti- 
ons  of  t|ie  commons,  with  refped  to  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  revenue,  evep  the  ordinary  expences 
of  the  king's  houfehold  and  perfon  required  thit 
rigid  oeconomy  to  which  the  former  habits  of  Chi- 
les were  but  ill  adapted.  Should  his  expeftations 
of  fupply  be  once  more  difappointed,  ihould  ano- 
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oarn.  Comi&QDS,  loth  January  1681  • 
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ther  parliament  prove  equally  averfe  to  a  reconci-  CHAP, 
liation  and  every  fcheme  ox  a  compromife  with  .^^^l^_f 
regard  to  the  fucceffion,  he  might  then  appeal  to     ^^^^ 
the  reafon  and  the  compaflion  of  his  fubjeds,  while  4 

with  reluctance  he  was  compelled  to  difcontinue 
the  meetings  of  parliament,  and  to  deviate  from 
the  legal  and  the  ordinary  methods  of  fupplying 
the  neceflities  of  government. 

That  the  king  preferred  the  firft  of  thefe  alterna-  to  meet  at 
tives,  and  really  wiflied  to  be  reconciled  to  his  Oxford. 
parliaments  may  be  fairly  concluded  from  the  re- 
folution  to  change  the  place  of  meeting.  The  ex« 
clufionifts  in  parliament  had  hitherto  taken  their 
meafures  in  concert  with  the  city  of  London,  and, 
from  the  immediate  prefence  of  a  body  of  friends 
fo  numerous  ^d  fo  opulent,  they  acquired  that 
fortitude  and  vigour,  which  rendered  them  indif- 
fereht  either  to  the  threats,  the  frowns,  or  the  flat* 
tery,  of  the  court. 

As  if  the  an ti -courtiers  had  been  aware  that  P<rtjtion 
they  muft  fight  with  the  difadvantage  of  ground  ^g"."* 
if  the  field  of  political  combat  (hould  be  changed,  ^^  ^^^^ 
an  attempt  was  made  to  prevail  with  the  king,  to  mem  at 
retra£t  that  part  of  his  proclamation  which  had  Oxford, 
appointed  Oxford  for  the  place  of  meeting.     A 
petition  was  prefented  to  him,  fubfcribed  by  fix- 
teen  peers,  in  which  number  were  Monmouth  and 
Shaftfbury,  which  mentioned  the  premature  diflb- 
lution  of  the  two  laft  parliaments  in  ftrong  terms 
of  reprehenfion,  and  reprefented    the    inconve- 
niences and  dangers  which  muft  arife  from  the 
nolding  a  meeting  of  the  parliament   at    Ox' 
ford'-*. 

The  parliament  met  at  Oxford  on  the  twenty-  Parlia- 
third  of  March,  ctne  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ^^^^ 
eighty-one.     Sir  William  Williams  was  chofen"**"" 

» •*  Somers*  Col.  voJ.  i.  p.  105. 

3  fpeaker. 
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CHAP.fpeaker.    The  fliott  duration  of  this  feffioa  ad- 
,^_^}^h^  mittcd  of  little  variety  of  debate,  and  affords  but 
1681     ^*^  materials  of  political  difcuflion.     Thrf  king  in 
*•        '    his  fpeech  iharpiy  reflefted  upon  the  obftinacy  of 
the  laft  parliament,  in  having  fpurned  at  concef- 
fions  fo  reafonable  and  fo  generous  as  thofe  which 
he  bad  propofed  for  impofmg  limitations  upon  his 
fucceffor,  and  faid,  that  as  he  did  not  bimfclf  ufe 
arbitrary  power,  he  would  not  permit  it  to  be  ufed 
by  others '  " . 
Bill  of  ex-     The  fpirit  of  the  commons  was  not  broken  or 
dttfioo.     overawed  by  the  change  of  place,  or  the  menaces 
of  the  prince*    The  bill  of  excluflon  was  intro- 
duced bv  one  of  the  I^ndon  reprefentatives  in  the 
name  of  his  conftituents"  *  ♦.    A  meffage  was  fent 
to  the  lords,  defiring  them  to  concur  in  an  inquiry 
about  the  mifcarriage  of  the  bill  relative  to  the 
repeal  of  the  penal  ftatutes  againfl:  diflenters* '  '• 
-They  inquired  into  the  proceedings  of  the  laft 
parliament  with  reipeft  to  the  impeachment  of 
lordDanby"^ 

The  king,  from  theie  expreffions  of  the  temper  of 

the  houfe,  abandoiied  every  hope  of  reconciliation. 

Difiigrce-  He  eagerly  laid  hold  of  a  difagreement  fubfiftiag 

mcnt  be-    between  the  two  houfes,  as  a  pretext  for  diflblving 

twohVufcs  ^^^  parliament.     The  commons   had  pfefented 

upon  the   articles  of  impeachment  to  the  peers  againft  Fitz- 

cafe  of     harris,  who  had  been  lately  apprehended  for  trea- 

Fitzharns.fQjj.  *  7^     j^q  attorney -general  informed  them  in 

hie  majefty's  name^  that  he  had  already  mdrded 

Fitzharris,and  intended  to  carry  on  the  profecution 

*  *  3  Journ.  Lords,  2 1  ft  March. 

*'♦  Journ.  Commons,  26th  March.    Grcy'a  Debatet,  vol. 
Yiii.  p.  3©9; 

» I  s  JouTDb  Commoftjv  ^5th  March. 

»«•  Ibid. 

«  » '  Ibid.  26th  March. 

againft 
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againft  him  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  C  H  A  P. 
law.     As  it  did  not  appear  that  the  court  intended      ^^^' 
to  favour   the  criminal,  and  as  it  was  infinuated     ,^g,^ 
that  the  commons  wiftied*  to  accomplifii  fome  fac- 
tious end,  by  wreftiog  the^  profecution  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  the  impeachment   was   re- 
fufed,    and  Fitzharris   referred  for  the  common 
courfe  of  juftice. 

The  commons  were  inflamed  with  indignation 
at  thil  refufal ;  they  refolved  that  it  was  their  un-  Parlia- 
doubted  right  to  impeach  for  treafon,  or  for  any  ^f'^j^  ' 
other  mifderaeanor;  that  a  negative  in  theprefent  28ih 
inftance  was  a  denial  of  juftice ;  and  that  it  wpuld  March. 
be  a  high  breach  of  privilege,  in  any  inferior  court, 
to  prefume  to  judge  in  the  cafe  of  Fitzharris'  *  •• 

The  king,  profeffing  the  deepeft  concern  fot 
thefeanimoTities,  which,  he  faid;  deprived  hiiti  of 
all  hope  of  fugcets  and  reconciliation,  diflblv.ed 
the  parliament.  .      ' 

*  '•  Journ    Commons,  26th  March.         ^ 


•    I  CHAP. 
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CHAP.         IV. 


Caufes  9f  the  Change  in  the  Tempirofthe  Nation  frwt  Lay- 
alty  to  Difaffeaion.—Opprejive  Government  in  Scotland. 
^'-Extraordinary  Ltcentioujnefi  in  Converfation  and  Writ- 
ing,—  Extreme  Dependance  of  the  Crown.-* -In/lability  of 
the  King^  and  Difunion  of  his  Minifters.— -Great  Support 
of  Oppofition, — nhe  Abilities  and  Influence  of  their  Lead- 
ers.    The  Intrigues  of  France. — Ohfervattons. 


A 


T  the  period  at  which  we  concluded  our  laft 
chapter,  the  whigs  had  attained  to  the  fum- 
'  jnit  of  popularity  and  of  influence;  and  the  power 
.  ^^^*-    of  the  crown  had  funk  into  the  lowefl:  ftate  of  de- 
preflion.     The  fame  fervent  fpirit  ftill  animated 
individuals,  and,  in  fome  future  conflids,  prevailed 
againfl:  the  court;  but  the  prejudices  of  the  nation 
began  gradually  to  return  to  the  fide  of  loyalty, 
and  the  leaders  of  pppofition,  overawed  by  the 
feverity  of  perfecution,  and  doomed  to  a  private 
ftation  by  the  fufpenfion  of  parliament,  were  de- 
prived of  that  energy  and  fupport,  which  were 
neceifary  to  make  any  effedual  impreffion  upon 
tlie  prerogative. 
Caufcs  of'?^  In  this  plage,  therefore,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  in- 
lUchmgeterrupt  our  narrative,  while  we  dired  our  attention 
jniiiciem-  to  the  principal  caufes  which  co-operated  with  the 
nation    ^  cvents  already  recited,  to  change  the  temper  of 
from  Joy.  ^^6  nation,  from  loyalty  to  difafFeftion  ;  and  ex- 
alcy to dif.  cited  thofe  diftrufts  and  jealoufies  and  tumclts, 
affcdiiop.  ^vhich  brought  it  to  the  verge  of  a  rebellion.    The 
■y'     deteftion   of  a  popifh  plot,  real    or  imaginary, 
however  alarming   it  might  be,  could  not  have 
3  produced 
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produced  fuch  effefts,  without  the  aid  of  adventi-CH  A  P. 
tious  qrcumifances ;  which  not  only  feemed  to ,  ,J^' 
ftrengthen  tlfe  evidence,  but  contributed,  in  other    ,^g^^ 
refpeds,  to  depreciate  the  reputation  and  authority 
of  the  court,  and  to  raife,  in  an  oppofite  degree, 
the  credit  and  influence  of  thofe  who  were  at  thei  ^ 
head  of  the  country  party.  I 

1 .  The  conduft  and  the  meafures  of  miniftry  Oppreflive 
in  Scotland,  from  the  accef&on  of  the  prefent  king,  govern- 
exhibited  an  example  of  the  mod  arbitrary  and  ?^^"[ '" 
tyrannical  fyftem  of  government  * .     Inftances  of       *    * 

I  2  oppreflion 

■  TTie  cfFeds  of  the  refloration  upon  thepolitical  (late  of  Eng- 
land and  of  Scotland  were  widely  different.  In  England,  after 
that  event,  many  of  the  laws  in  favoor  of  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
jeA,  which  had  beea  pafied  by  the  long  parliament,  were  adopted 
and  ratified  by  the  legiflature.  In  Scotland,  by  a  refciffory  ad), 
all  (latQtes  paiTed  after  1633,  were  abrogated;  and  by  various 
poGttve  ads,  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  extended  to  ade* 
gree  that  never  had  been  known  or  claimed  by  any  of  his  majef« 
ty's  anceftors.  See  a  narration  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Scotland, 
ieot  by  the  earl  of  Middletoo  to  Charles  II.  Mifcellanea  Aulica, 
p.  173- 

The  expreffions  which  the  Scotch  authors,  after  the  period  of 
the  reftoration,  ufe,  when  fpeaking  of  the  prerogative,  which  to 
Engltfh  ears  founded  as  the  mod  fulfome  adulation,  were  literally 
true  with  refpedl  to  Scotland.  "  The  king  is  an  abfoiute  un- 
"  accountable  monarch.  All  jurifdidion  (lands  and  confifls  in 
'*  the  perfon  of  the  kinp,  proceeds  from  him,- and  is  given  and 
**  committed  as  he  pleaJes  '*     Scotise  Indiculum.  Temp.  Car 

There  were  two  material  alterations,  the  one  in  the  ecclefiafli- 
cal,  the  other  in  the  civil  conditution  of  Scotland,  effe^ed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  ift.  By  the  a<5l  of  fupremacy,  the  king's 
power,  with  refped  to  matters  of  religion,  was  made  abfoiute  and 
independent,  eitber  on  the  clergy,  or  the  States  of  Scotland. 
2dty,  The  militia  of  Scotland,  formerly  reflrifted  to  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country,  was  cntiirly  fubjeftcd  to  the  authority  of 
the  king  ;  and  might  be  removed  to  England  or  Ireland,  tor  any 
fcrvice  which  he  required. 

Arbitrary  monarchy  or  def{X)tifm,  eflablifhed  in  a  neighbour- 
ing kingdom,  and Vefted  in  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  could 
not  fail  to  be  highly  alarming  tothe  people  of  England,  though  it 
had  exifled  only  in  {peculation,  or  defcendcd  to  him  from  remote 
antiquity,  and  in  the  way  of  heredit«)ry  right.     But  when  it  was 

obferved. 
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C  H  A  P.oppreffion  and  cruelty,  which,  from  their  vicinity 
^^^^  and  frequent  intercourfe  with  Scotland  could  not 
""^     ^  be 
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obfervedf  that  abfolute  pover  was  an  innovation^  even  in  the 
(ifter  kingdom  (compare  note  S  chap,  x.) :  that  it  was  fuggefted 
and  made  effeflual  by  corrupt  minifters ;  and  that  there  was  too 
much  reafon  to  fufpedl  that  it  was  agreeable  to  the  tem])er  and  in- 
clinations of  the  prince ;  what  had  tbey  not  to  fear  ?  Would  not 
he»  if  ever  he  enjoyed  opportunity,  extend  the  fame  claims  to 
England  ?  But  the  bare  theory  or  principles  of  government  in 
Scotland  would  not  alone  have  excited  fuch  alarm  in  England. 
As  we  form  oor  opinion  of  individuals  in  private  Ration,  and  in  the 
ordinary  incercoune  of  life,  from  the  habitual  tenor  of  their  a^ioost 
more  than  we  do  from  any  fpecuUtive  fyftem  which  they  pro- 
fefs ;  fo  it  is  with  refpeA  to  men  who  are  veiled  with  a  public  or 
magidcrial  chara<^er  :  our  judgment  and  affedlions  are  influenced 
by  the  tendency  of  their  executive  meafures  and  official  con- 
dudl,  rather  than  by  the  ab(lra«5l  principles  and  political  maxims 
which  are  afcribed  to  them.     If  the  government  in  Scotland  had 
been  conduced  with  mildnefs  and  temperance,  the  extravagance 
and  danger  of  its  claims  might  have  been  furgotten  ;  but  when 
the  plenitude  of  prerogatrvc,  lately  recognized  by  the  legiflature 
there,  was  exercifed  with  wantonnefs  and  oppreifion  almofl  uo- 
paralleled,  under  the  mod  defpotic  prince ;  when  its  feverities 
even  exceeded  its  deicrlbcd  and  ufurped  pretenGons,  the  people 
of  Fln^land  muft  have  been  treacheious  to  ihemfelves  and  their 
poftenty,  if  they  had  regaided  with  an  indifferent  eye  the  cala- 
mities of  their  fcllow-fubjedts. 

Examples  of  the  oppreflive  government  in  Scotland  are  (b 
various  and  fb  enormous,  that  one  is  at  a  lofs  to  reduce  them  to 
any  clafs,  or  to  make  any  feledion  of  them.  There  is  not  any 
fpecies  of  tyranny ;  fines,  arbitrary  imprifonments,  military  exe- 
cutions, torture,  &c. ;  that  was  not  exercifed,  nor  was  there  any 
order  of  men  who  did  not,  in  their  turn,  groan  under  the  iron 
rod  of  arbitrary  power.  Above  all,  the  perfecution  of  religious 
offenders  in  Scotland  was  condutf^ed  with  fuch  aggravations  of 
perfidy  and  cruelty,  as  muft  necefTdrily  have  excited  the  indig  • 
nation  of  all  who  heard  of  them,  though  they  had  not  been  im- 
mediately conn€(5ted,  either  wuh  thole  who  inflided,  or  with 
thofe  who  fuffered  by  them. 

Bifhop  Burnet  compares  the  character  of  Charles  II.  to  that 
of  the  Roman  emperor  Tiberius ;  itnd  the  great  Mr.  Hume  anim- 
adverts with  derifion  upon  the  acrimony  of  the  comparifon.  If 
the  bifhop  had  compared  the  opprefiion  of  Charles's  government 
in  Scotland,  to  that  of  Tiberius  in  any  pan  of  the  empire,  the 

obfervatioa 
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be  concealed  from  their  fellow- fubjefts  in  England,'C  HAP. 
awakened  the  fympathy  and  afflifted  the  fpirits  of     '^* 
the  generous  and  the  humane,  and  infufed  uneafy  ^^"gTo*^ 
appreheniions  into  thofe  who  were  jealous  for  their 
own  liberties.     The  difcontented  party  in   that 
kingdom,  having  found  that  the  complaints  and 
remonftrances,  addreffed  to  the  king,   were  ne- 
glefled  and  difregarded,  fondly  turned  their  eyes 
towards  the  country  party  in  England,  as  the  only 
fource  of  redrefs  and  deliverance.     The  account 
which  the  difaffefted  in  Scotland  tranfmitted  to 
the  leaders  of  oppofition  in  England,  with  whom 
they  held  a  conftant  correfpondence,  were  induf* 
trioufly,  and  in  terms  by  no  means  extenuating, 
communicated  to  the  people,  who  daily  complained 
of  the  violent  encroachments  of  prerogative,  and 
trembled  for  the  approaching  fubverfion  of  their 
own  deareft  privileges  .     The  oppreffion  of  Scot- 
land was  contemplated  as  a  prelude  to  that  ty« 
ranny,  which^  if  not  refifted  with  fortitude  and 

with 

obfcr^tion  would  have  beeo  perfedlly  unexceptionable.     Nay, 

perhaps,  if  the  tempers  of  the  emperor  and  the  king  had  been 

inferred  merely  from  z£{s  of  feverity  which  happened  under  their 

government,  the  decifion  would  not  have  turned  out  in  favour  of 

the  latter.     Mr  Hume  again  obferves,  "  that  thefe  violent  pro- 

**  ceedinga  in  i>cotland,  under  the  miniftry  of  Lauderdal'^  were 

**  v^ry  oppoHte  to  the  natural  temper  of  Charles/'     But  the 

apology  is  in  fome  meafure  withdrawn,  when  he  again  aiids,  in 

the  next  paragraph,  from  Burnet,   **  that  Charles,  after  a  full 

*•  hearing  of  the  debates  concerning  Scots  affairs,  faid,  1  perceive 

^  that  JLaoderdale  hat  been  guihy  of  many  bad  things  agaioft 

"  tbe  people  of  Scotland,  but  I  cannot  find  that  he  has  a^ed  any  \ 

•*  thing  contrary  to  my  iniereft,"     Mr.   Hume  with  propriety 

udds,  ♦'  a  fentimcnt  moft  unworthy  of  a  fovereign." 

The  examples  and  effedls  of  the  oppreffive  government  of 
Charles  in  Scotland,  are  recited  by  the  (ame  author,  with  fach 
mioutenefs,  fidelity,  and  pcrfpicuity,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  a 
planner  fo  elegant  and  interefting,  that  I  have  not  prefumed  to 
cmerinto  the  detail  of  them.  Hume's  Hifiory^  vol.  vi.  chap.  2p 
4.  and  7. 

*  Kalphi  vol.  i,    .North's  Ex^men. 
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C  H  A  P.  with  perfeverance,  vould,  ere  long,  b^  brought 
^^^jy[^  home  to  thcmfejves.  Confolations,  however,  were 
1670.    hknded  with  their  fears,  while  precedents  of  dan- 
ger, and  the  aids  of  refiftance,  feemed  to  iflue 
from  the  fame  fountain,  and  to  be  connefted  in 
the  fame  view.     From  the  difcontents  of  a  people 
V  brave  and  warlike,  they  indulged  the  hope  of  de- 

riving fupport  in  the  day  of  extremity,  and  were 
encouraged  to  refift  every  oppreffive  attempt  with 
greater  boldnefs  and  vigour.  In  confequenee  of 
this  view  of  an  aflbciated  intereft,  the  parliament 
of  England  had  repeatedly  addrefled  the  king  to 
4ifmifs  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  principal  ad- 
vifer  of  aibitrary  proceedings  in  Scotland'.  The 
carl  of  Sbaftfbury,  the  moft  illuftrious  cham- 
pion of  oppofition,  expatiated  upon  the  grievances 
25th  of  Scotland  in  a  memorable  fpeech,  which  he  de- 
Marph  Ijvered  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation  in  the  parlia- 
^^9*  ment  of  England.  He  endeavoured  to  impref$ 
his  hearers  with  ^  veneration  for  the  antiquity, 
the  dignity,  and  the  bravery,  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  ;  he  wiflied  to  intereft  their  affeftions  by 
ties  the  moft  tender  and  endearing.  It  was  not 
for  ftrangers  and  for  aliens,  but  in  behalf  of  their 
own  fifter  ^nd  neareft  relation,  that  he  now  at- 
tempted to  awaken  their  compaffion,  and  to  engage 
their  friendly  interpofition.  If  more  generous 
principles  could  not  move  their  hearts,  yet  of  their 
own  interefts  furely  they  would  not  be  regardlefs. 
From  the  fame  advifers  and  agents,  the  fame  mea- 
fures  might  naturally  be  expeded  in  every  corner 
of  the  kingdom.  If  the  poorer  country  was  ten- 
dered a  monument  of  peculation  ^.nd  of  oppreflion, 
could  the  richer  one  hope  to  efcape  the  depreda- 
tions of  tyrannical  and  rapacious  rulers  ?  if  the 
nobility  of  Scotland  were  fpoiled  of  their  privi- 
leges, 

3  Jparn.  Commons,  13th  January,  167^)  I4tb  Aprif,  167J. 
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leges,  which,  through  a  long  and  illuftrious  lineCHAP. 
of  anceftors,  they  enjoyed,  how  vain  were  it  for  ^   j^' 
the  people  of  England  to  exped  to  maintain  their    ^^^ 
independence,    and    Magna   Charta,  inviolate^  h 
This  fpeech  was  immediately  committed  to  the' 
prefs,  and  feveral  copies  of  it  were  fent  to  £din«. 
burgh  by  the  firft  pod,  as  a  tedimooy  of  the  ienfe 
of  that  common  intereft  and  aiFe£ki<>n  which  united' 
the  difcontented  in  both  kingdoms;  and  of  the  re- 
ciprocal  influence  which  each  imparted  to.  the 
other'.     If  the  difcontents  in  Scotland  fupplied 
fewel  to  thofe  flames  of  oppofition  which  had  be- 
gun to  kindle  in  England,  lb,  on  the  .other  band,: 
from  the  fympathy   and  the  countenance  of  {<t        p. ., 
powerful  a  body  as  the  leaders  of  the  country  p^r-     <-:. 
ty,  the  difaffeded  in  Scotland  derived  fortitydriia 
^I'^Rgl^Qg  againft  that  oppreijSon,  under  which,! 
if  left  to  themfclves,  they  mud  have  funk  intOf 
defpair.  ^^     /:   . 

2.  An  unbounded  licentioufnefs,  both  in  fpoech^Extraor- 
and  writing,  prevailed  after  the  diflfolution  of  the  ^  •  ^O'  Jj- 
fecond  parliament,  propagated  fufpicions,  and  f<^  n*°"?n  ' 
mented  jeaioufies  of  the  government,  and  ea^lyconTerfa- 
difpofed  the  people  to  adopt  any  me^fure3,  hbwr*  <ion  aod 
ever  violent,  which  were  fyggefted  by  the  over».^""°fi- 
heated  zeal  of  their    leaders.      When   Charles 
afcended  the  throne  of  England,  the  nation,  wea* 
ried  with  the  ftruggles  of  a  civil  war,  and  the  com- 
motions which   followed   the  fubverfion  of  mo-, 
narchy,  panted  for  the  re-efl:abli(hment  of  order 
and  of  tranquillity.    Whatever  difference  of  fen- 
timent  ftill  prevailed  with  refped  to  fubjeds  of  a 
political  nature,  all  ranki  of  men,  after  the  lefto* 
ration, feemed  to  agree  to  a  fpontaneous  fuppreirion 
of  them,  and  to  a  total  ceflacion  from  controver** 
fial  hoftilities.     Divided  as  they  were  by  religious 
opinions  and  denominations,  they  avoided,  with  a 

*  Echard. .  *  Ralph, 

ftudied 
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C^W  A  P.  iludied  caution,  thofefubjedswhich  tended  to  revive 
.  ^1_,  difputes  and  animofities  concerning  politks.  While 
1679.     ^^^  claims  of  prerogative  were  moderate,  and  the 
obedience  of  the  fubjedt  prompt  and  cheerful,  it  ap- 
peared an  idle  and  dangerous  curiofity  to  inquire 
how  far  regal  authority  might  be  extended,  and 
where  the  refiftance  of  the  fubjeft  ought  to  begin. 
The  king^s  declaration  of  indulgence  to  the  dif- 
fenters,  publiihsd  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fijcty  two,  dis  it  was  relinquiflied  upon 
the  renl^onftrance  of  parliament  lo  it  was  confider* 
ed  as  an  unguarded  ad  of  a  benevolent  heart, 
r-ather  than  any  indication  of  a  tyrannical  fpirit, 
i6ih         or  of  art  ovier- rated  efti  ration  of  the  powers  of 
Marcbf     prerogative.    But  when  the  fame  ^laim  to  difpenfe 
IS??'       with  law,  was  again  refumed,  in  conjunftion  with 
the  ihdft  arbitrary  meafures ;  when  the  king  fet 
bis  parliament  at  defiance,  by  announcing  his  de- 
terminsy^n  of  adhering  to  his  declaration;  when 
the  odiou's  dbdrines  of  paflive  obedience  and  of 
J-        non-refiftance  were  impofed  upon  the  fubjeifts  by 
the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  and  all  freedom  of  in* 
quiiry  and  of  debate  filpprefled ,  by  which  the  errors 
of  government  are  controlled  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
'   conftitiition  is  invigorated  ;  then  it  was  that  in- 
at^ntion    became    cHminal,    and    acquiefcence 
ftamped  with  cowardice  and  dirgrace.  'I  he  people 
Vi6tt  invited,  as  they  tendered  their  deareft  inte- 
refts,  to  furyey,  with  a  jealous  eye,  thofe  lapd- 
xliarks  which  divided  the  property  of  the  different 
conftituent  powers  of  government.     The  fpirit  of 
inquiry  was  roufed ;  the  prefs  teemed  with  poli- 
tical  publications ;    queftions  of  government  be* 
came  the  fubject  of  common  converfation ;  and,  at 
laft,  produced  a  declaration  of  fentiments  which 
charaderifed   parties^.       Two  ads,  which  had 

'  *  See  Publications  of  ihe  Times.     Si»te  Papers.   T,  C.  2. 
Somers'  Col. 
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been  pafled  in  the  fecond  parliament  of  Charles,  CHAP- 
one  for  regulating  the  prefs,  the  other  for  pre- ,   |^' 
venting  abufes  in  printing  feditious  books,  were      ~^'- 
found  to  have  been  only  of  limited  duration;  and, 
by  fair  and  legal  donftrudion,  to  expire  with  the 
firft  feffion  of  the  third  parliament  of  Charles  ^  A  29th  Dec. 
proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  crown  for  the  fup-     >675. 
preffion  of  coflfee-houfes,  which  were  confldered  as 
feminaries  of  fedition  and  offices  for  the  fabri* 
cation  of  political  lies,  and  the  meafure  was  juf- 
tified   by   a  drained  interpretation  of  the  law\ 
The  temporary  advantages,  which  the  crown  gain- 
ed  by  the  fufpenfion  of  argumentative  hoftilities, 
were  more  than  counteracted  by  the  additional 
violence,  by  which  they  broke  forth  when  allowed 
their  full  fcope.     As  the  torrent,  which  has  been 
for  a   while  flemmed   and  ob(tru£ted,  gradually 
colje&s  accumulated  force,  and,,  at  lad,  bearing 
4own  every  refifting  mound,  rulhes  forward  v^ith 
more  rapid  and   expanded   defolation ;  fo  thofe 
apprehenfions  of  grievances  and  dangers,  which 
might  have  evaporated   with   utterance,   fwelled 
and  multiplied  under  the  preflure  of  condraint, 
and,  in  the  day  of  toleration,  came  forth  with  all 
the  exaggerated  horrors,  of  a  gloomy  imagination. 
Every    incident   was  improved,  every   prejudice 
wrought  upon  in  the  mod  artful  manner,  in  order 
to  bring  into  difcredit  the  late  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  blacken  the  charadets  of  thofe  who 
pinrfued  them.     To  thofe  who  were  fired  with  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  their  native  country,  die  was 
held  forth  as  the  derifion  of  foreign  nations  :  po- 
pery and  arbitrary  power  were  founded  in  the  ears 
of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  liberty  and  the  pro- 
tedant  religion.     The  Roman  catholics,  already 

^  Journ.  Commons,  2d  April  1679. 
•  North's  Examen  p.  138. 
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CHAP,  too  much  the  objefts  of  popular  odium,  were  re* 
prefented  as  the  inflruments  of  the  late  confla* 
gration  in  London,  and  of.  all  the  calamities 
which  had  befallen  the  nation  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  reign.  Thefe,  however,  it 
was  aflerted,  were  but  flight,  in  comparifon  of  the 
deftruftive  fchemes  which  were  now  forming*. 
Blood,  and  horror,  and  defolation,  were  reprefent- 
ed  as  hovering  over  the  nation. 

To  give  more  regular  and  more  extenfive  in^ 
fluence  to  thii  plan  of  detraftion,  clubs  and  aflb- 
ciations  were  formed,  which  met  at  dated  times 
in  different  quarters  of  the  city  *  "*.  The  objeft  of 
thefe  clubs  was  to  court  and  to  inveigle  profelytes 
to  oppofition,  and  to  feek  after  the  fitted  inftru- 
ments  to  co-operate  with  them  in  difparaging  and 
cmbarraffmg  meafures  of  government.  They  were 
charged  to  liften  with  open  ears  to  every  furmife 
of  public  danger,  toevery  ftory  difgraceful  to  the 
charafter  of  the  king,  and  of  the  duke  of  York, 
and  to  difperfe  them  with  the  utmod  expedition 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Even  the  charafters  of 
the  mod   inconfiderable  partifans  of  the  court 

'  See  Publications  of  the  Times,  particularly  an  appeal  from 
the  country  to  the  city. 

'  ^  The  moft  ctlebrated  of  thefe  was  the  Green  RMon  Cluh^ 
which  con(i (led  of  two  buodred  perfons,  devoted  to  oppofition 
and  to  the  bill  of  excludon.  Sir  Robert  Payton,  who  incurred 
the  cenfure  of  the  houfe  of  commons  for  having  made  his  peace 
with  the  duke  of  York,  being  queftioned  by  the  houfe,  informed 
them,  that  the  dpke  of  York  faid  to  him — "  You  have  been 
'*  againfl  me,  fir  Robert,  you  was  a  member  of  the  Greca  Rib- 
"  bon  Club." 

He  was  afterwards  expelled  the  houfe  of  commons  for  being 
reconciled  to  the  duke  of  York ;  and  the  fpcaker,  alluding  to 
his  former  charader,  addrefled  ip  him  thefe  words-^"  You  arc 
'*  fallen  firoro  being  an  angel  to  be  a  de<vil\  you  were  budling  in 
<*  this  houfe  and  in  coffee  houfes  ;  your  country  chofe  you  to  be 
•*  an  example  to  other  men,  &c.  &c."  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  viii. 
p.  137.  149.— Rereiby. 

were 
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were  fcanned  wilh  malignant  criticifm,  and  their  CHAP, 
influence  at  eleftions  often  defeated,  by  fiditious  J^J^^;.^^ 
or    exaggerated   afperfions   tranfmitted   to  their  ,570-80- 
eledors.     The  principal  members  of  thofe  affo^  81. 
ciations  maintained  an  intercourfe  u^ith  foreign 
minifters,  and,  by  their  aid  and  information,  were 
enabled  to  communicate  fuch  defcriptions  of  fo- 
reign affairs  as  feemed  bed  fitted  to  anfwer  the 
views  of  their  party'  '.     The  fuccefs  of  thefe  va- 
rious a*  tifices  of  the  country  party  was  fully  an- 
fwerabJf  m  their  mod  fanguine  expeftations.  From 
the  city  of  London,  as  from  a  poiloned  fountain, 
iffued  il;ofe  ftreams,  which  communic^ed  difeafe 
and   infedlion  to  the  remoteft  provinces  of  the 
kingdom.     Fadion,  difcontent,  and  tumult,  uni- 
verlaJly  prevailed. 

It  is  true,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  court  was 
not  lefs  active,  or  more  delicate  about  the  methods 
employed  to  fudain  its  authority,  and  to  blad  the 
projects  of  its  antagonifts.  The  judges  were  made 
the  inftrumerits  of  royal  vengeance;  forced  con- 
ftruclions  were  put  upon  expreflions  contained  in 
publications  againft  the  court,  and  punifhed  with 
unconftitutional  feverity '  ^  Nor  were  the  writers 
for  the  government  reft  rained  by  any  refpeft  to 
truth  or  decorum.  The  bafeft  motives  of  conduft 
were  afcribed  to  the  mod  refpedable  perfons  who 
a£ted  upon  the  fide  of  oppofition.  Many  of  the 
lawyers  officioufly  obtruded  their  opinion  upon 
matters  in  difpute  between  the  king  and  his  fub* 
je^s,  and  with  fycophantic  adulation  fupported 
and  approved  of  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the 
court,    Both  of  the  univerfities  reprobated  the 

■  •  North's  Examen.  ^ 

■*  Jouro.  Commons^  23d  December  1680.  State  Trials, 
ToK  iix. 

dodrines 
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CHAP,  doflkrines  laid  down  in  patriotic  piablicattons^  tod 
•     I  fuftained  the  arbitrary  claims  of  thfe  court  with 
the  fanftion  of  ciaffical  authority' '..   To  the  re- 
proach of  the  eftabliihed  church»  it  mud  be  awn-t 
ed,  that  truth  and  patriotifm  Were  often  facrificed 
to  the  view  of  ptefermeht,  while  the  maxims  of  a 
religion  friendly  to  the  original  eights  and  the 
happinefs  of  masnkind,  wfere  perverted  to  faTour 
political  principles,  tedding  to  de^rfule  and  to  op* 
prefs  the  human  race  '^.     It  h  bertain,  however, 
that  the  country  party  gained  raor^  by  the  abufe 
of  liberty,  and  the  licentiouiiiers  or  polemical 
authors,  tban  the  court  did  by  the  Arbitrary  eX' 
tenfion  of  law,  and  the  flattery  of  its  literary  re- 
tainers.    If  equal  abilities  £ind  iiiduftry  had  beea 
brought  forward  upon  both  fides,  yet  publications, 
which  ftudied  the  ipteiisds  aild  flattered  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people j  arid'  were  moreover  recom« 
mended  by  the  never-failing  a ttrafbion  of  novelty, 
mud  have  obtainied  the  advantage,  by  more  deep-* 
ly  impreffing  the  underdanding,  and  by  agitating 
the  paiCons  of  men. 
Extreme        3.  The  extreme  dependence  of  the  crawn,  and 
^^^'"f  h   ^^^  narrow  influence,  dill  farther  diminidied  by 
crown/  ^  *b^  indability  of  thd  king,  and  the  difunion  of  his 
miniders,  removed  the  awe  which  mud  have.con* 
trolled  an  oppofition  to  a  powerful  and  deady 
prince,  fupported   by  an  adminidration  uhtted 
among  themfelves,  and  confident  and  firm  in  the 
profecution  of  the  meafures  which  they  adopted. 
At  the  period  of  which  we  now  treat,  the  autho^ 
rity  of  the  crown   of  Englahd   de)>ended  more 
upon  opinion  and  affeftion,  ever  variable  and  un* 
certain,  than  it  did  upon  the  podellion  of  thofe 
inherent  faculties  and  wide  dependencies,  which, 

'  3  See  Addrer3  of  the  Templars  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 
State  Papers,  T.  C.  2. 
»♦  Banket,  1679. 

by 
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by  operating  upon  the  underftanding  and  the  in-  C  H  A  PI 
tereft  of  men,  produce  a  more  uniform  and  effi-      ^^• 
dent  influence.     While  inequality  of  weahh  and  ^^TIT^ 
fortune  prevailed,  to  a  greater  degree,  and  fubor-  g  J 
dination  of  ranks  was  di(lingui(hed  by  wider  in* 
tervals,  more  implicit  refped  was  paid  by  perfons 
of  inferior  to  thofe  of  fuperioY  (lation ;  and  the 
higheft  ideal  dignity  was,  in  general,  annexed-  to 
the  office  and  perfon  of  the  fovereign*     The  party 
of  the  tories,  which  comprehended  the  greateft 
proportion  of  perfons  of  landed  property,  looked 
up  to  the  throne  with  idolatrous  veneration,  and 
maintained,   in  theory,   maxims  concerning  the 
prerogative,  repugnant  to  the    principles    of  a 
mixed  government.     But  there  were  other  cir- 
cumftances  whicn  counterbalanced   thefe   preju- 
dices, and  rendered  the  power  of  the  crown  not 
lefs  formidable,  but  more  precarious  arid  feeble, 
than  it  has  been,  fmce  the  privileges  of  the  fubjedt 
and  the  prerogative  of  the  prince  have  been  af* 
certained  and  regulated  by  the  bill  of  rights^     A 
fcanty  revenue,  obtained  with  difficulty  and  after 
much  folicitation,  and  levied  not  without  confix 
derable  deduftions^  afforded  the  prince  a  penu- 
rious fubfiftence,  without  leaving  any  fund  for  thofe 
gratuitous  donations,  which,  even  when  they  are 
bellowed  with  the  pureft  motives  and  unimpeach-* 
ed  propriety,  extend  attachments  to  the  court,  by 
awakening  gratitude  for  pad  and  expeflation  of 
future  favours.      The  enlarged  compafs  of  the 
Brittfii  empire  has  increafed  the  ftock  of  royal 
faroars,  and  created  new  dependencies  and  new 
additions  to  the  power  of  the  crown.     An  exteh- 
five  commerce  has  introduced  dreams  of  w^ealth, 
which  enable  the  nation  to  fuftain  unprecedented 
burdens  of  debt  with  untainted  credit,  and  engage 
its  mod  wealthy  and  powerful  inhabitants  to  up- 
hold the  energy  of  government,  and  to .  maintain 

the 
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CHAP*  the  line  of  fucceffion  in  its  due  courfe.     A  (land- 

^^'     ing  army,  numerous  and  well  difciplined,  operates 

V'^^C^  to  the  fame  effeft,  and  affords  the  king  and  the 

\1?       government  a  fecurity  againft  inteftine  tumults, 

more  effeftual  than  that  fervile  awe  which  was 

obtained  by  the  examples  of  vengeance,  inflided 

under  the  authority  of  corrupt  judicatories. 

In  proportion  as  the  power  of  the  crown  was 
dependent  and  ftinted  in  its  root,  the  delegation 
of  its  authority  was  impotent,  contemptible,  an^ 
eafily  fhaken  by  the  attacks  of  oppofition.  In  the 
reign  of  Charles,  not  only  general  jTubjefls  of  pub- 
lic concern,  but  fuch  meafures  as  belonged  pro* 
perly  to  minifterial  departments,  were  introduced 
in  both  houfes  by  private  members  unconne&ed 
with  the  court.  Sometimes  the  mod  obnoxious 
meafures  purfued  by  the  crown  were  withheld  from 
the  deliberation  of  parliament,  and  often  carried 
on,  in  the  moil  clandeftine  way,  without  the 
participation,  or  privity  of  miniflers  themfelves. 
In  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  meafures  offenfive  to  him, 
the  king  was  forced  either  to  have  recourfe  to 
premature  prorogations,  or  the  exercife  of  his  ne- 
gative power,  by  which  the  courfe  of  important 
bufmefs  was  interrupted,  and  the  difcontents  of 
the  nation  were  excited. 
Inftabtlity  4.  Under  fo  many  difad vantages,  one  would 
of  the  have  imagined,  that  internal  union  between  the 
diruBio"of '^^'^S  ^^^  ^^^  miniflers  muft  have  appeared  to  be 
liis  minif.  ^^  objeft  of  the  firft  confequence.  Through  the 
ters.  '  whole  courfe  of  this  reign,  however,  this  objedl 
feems  to  have  been  but  little  attended  to,  or  at 
lead  never  to  have  been  obtained.  During  the 
firft  and  moft  peaceable  period  of  his  government, 
the  king  .frequently  departed  from  thofe  meafures 
of  which  he  had  approved,  in  concert  with  his 
minifters.  The  members  of  the  cabal,  felefted 
for  the  profecution  of  the  moft  dangerous  defigns, 

were 
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were   but  partially  intruded  '  with    the    kiiig'sCHAf, 
fecrets,  and  imperfeftly  informed  concerning  the  ,    ^^• 
bufinefs  in  which  they  were  employed,  either  to  ^^syg^So^ 
advife  or  to  affift  him.     After  the  diflblution  of  ii, 
the  cabal,  lord  Danby,  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
and    lord   Arlington,  prefident  of  the  council, 
watched  every  opportunity   to   undermine   each     • 
other,  and  efpoufed  different  opinions,  upon  quef- 
tions  relative  to  the  pnblic  bufinefs.     Th6  new 
council,  fuggefted  as  a  healing  meafure,  after  the 
fall  of  lord  Danby,  was  compofed  of  perfons  op- 
pofite   in  their  fentiments,  and   hoRile   to    one 
another,  from  the  remembrance  of  paft  injuries. 
Hence  it  foon  appeared  neceffary  to  form  a  fmaller 
combination  of  the  council,  in  order  to  retain 
any  decent  degree  of  refpeft  to  miniftry,  or  con- 
fiftency  in  their  decifions.     Lords  EfTex,  Sunder- 
land, Halifax,  and  fir  William  Temple,  were,  at 
firft,  unanimous  in  their  fentiments,  and  bore  an 
afcendency   in  the  council''.     They,   however, 
foon  differed  in  opinion  about  the  bill  of  exclu- 
fion,  and  the  diflblution  of  the  fecond  parliament. 
The  precipitancy  of  the  king,  in  taking  meafures 
both  without,  and  Contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
council,  loft  him  their  confidence,  and  threw  the 
influence  of  its  principal  leaders  into  the  fcale  of 
oppofition.     Perfons  high   in    office  widely  dif. 
fered  with  refpeft  to  the  plans  which  ought  to  be 
purfued,  in  order  to  avert  the  dangers  with  which 
the  nation  was  threatened,  by  the  fucceflSion  of  a 
prince  attached  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion. 
Lord  Shaftlbury  and  fir  William  Temple,  from 
different  motives,  oppofed  the  expedients  which 
the  king  offered  inftead  of  the  bill  of  exclufion. 
The  former,  prefident  of  the  council,  was  at  the 
head  of  that  party  which  propofed  an  abfolute  ex- 

'*  Temple's  Memoirs. 

clufion, 
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CHAP.clufion,  aad  e^prciled  himfelf,  in  every  ftage  of 
^^'  that  debate,  in  terms  highly  difrefpedtnil  to  the 
16-0^80^  duke  of  York.  Lord  Halifax,  at  the  fame  time 
8k  in  office,  contended  for  the  fcheme  of  limitations 

upon  a  popiih  fuccelTor.     Lord  Sunderland,  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  firft  adhered  to  lord  Halifax's 
opinion,  but  afterwards  changed  it,  and  became 
the  moll  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  bill  of  exclu- 
fion'*.     Such  difcordant  fentiments  among  the 
miniftry  and  the  council,  in  matters  of  the  greateft 
moment,  betrayed  evident  fymptoms  of  a  feeble  ' 
government,   and  of    a    declining    prerogative; 
raifed  the  fpirit  of  the  anti-courtiers ;  and  urged 
them  to  more  daring  and  more  violent  plans  of 
aflfault.     The  verfatile  difpofition  of  the  kiiig,  ex- 
emplified in  the  preceding  years  of  his  reign,  and 
his  predominant  love  of  cafe,  co-operated   with 
all  thefe  caufes,  and  istipreffed  the  minds  of  the 
country  party  with  a  full  perfuafion,  that  obflinate 
and  indefatigable  perfeverance  would  finally   en- 
fure  the  accompli(hment  of  their  defigns,  and  the 
pre-eminence  of  their  influence. 
Great  ftp.      5*  ^^^^  favourers  of  the  exclufion  derived  cour- 
portofop.  age  and  boldnefs  from  the  patronage  of  perfons 
pofition.    of  the  firft  rank  and  influence,  who  had  no  often- 
fible  obligation  to  interpofe  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
nation,  as  well  as  from  the  abilities,  the  aAivtty, 
and  the  intereft  of  thofe,  who  avowedly    flood 
forth  as  the  champion  of  their  caufe.     The  States 
of  Holland  fent  memorials  to  their  agent  in  Lon- 
don, intruding  him  to  intreat  the  king,  in  their 
name,  to  aifent  to  the  bill  of  exclufion.     Such  a 
partiality  to  the  fentiments  of  oppofition,  ultro- 
neous and  intrufive,  was  well  underftood  to  have 
been  encouraged  by  the  approbation,  or  even   in 
the  firft  inftance  fuggefted  by  the  advice,  of  the 

"^  Bnmet.  Rere(by.  Chaodelcr. 
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prince  of  Orange".    The  defire  of  conferring  CM  A  P. 
an  obligation  upon  a  perfoH)  who,  by  the  very     J^^^L. 
meafure  he  encouraged,  was  brought  nearer  to  the  1679-80- 
crown,  and  the  profpefl  of  preferment  and  of  re-  81, 
ward  flowing  from  his   gratitude,  could  hardly 
fail  to  quicken  the  zeal,  and  to  multiply  the  num- 
ber of  the  exclufionifts.     The  duchefs  of  Portf- 
mouth,  flattered  with  the  hope  of  raifing  her  fon, 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  to  the  throne,  attempted 
by  her  charms  to  footh,  and  by  her  importunity 
to  conftrain  the  king  to  comply  with  the  defire  of 
the  nation,  by  excluding  bis  brother  from  the  ac* 
ceffion". 

Among  the  champions  of  oppofltion  to  the  The  abili. 
court,  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  the  duke  of  Mon-  ties  and 
mouth,  and  lord  Ruflel,  deferve  to  be  particu-  infloenc* 
larly  mentioned,  on  account  of  the  great  accelBon  ^[^^l^ 
of  ftrength  which  each  of  them  brought  to  the 
caufe   he  patronifed-       Of  the  abilities  of  lord 
Shaftfbury  I  have  already  ipoken,  and  need  not 
recount  the  advantages  hisparty  derived  from  the 
mod  ardent  and  indefatigable  exertion  of  them. 
Though  he  was,  in  reality,  the  head  or  the  lead.r 
of  oppoiition,  his  dilcernment  pointed  out  to  him 
the  propriety^  as  well  as  rhe  advantage,  of  ailign^ 
ing  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth  the  nominal  pre- 
cedency in  the  party  be  elpoufed.     With  Mon-    ' 
mouth  he  formed  the  moit  intimate  connection : 
to  his  promotion  he  profe0ed  to  devote  his  talents. 
•  The  pretenfions  which  Monmouth  affumed,  and 
the  addrefs  with  which  he  managed  them,  inlpired 
his  party  with  boldnefs,  and  fu>^;^eltcd  the  mod 
flattering   expcdations   of   luccefs*  .      He    was 
mailer  of  all  thoii^  (qualities   Vfhioh   (eldoni   fail 

^7  D*  vvaux. 

*■   Burnet. 

'9  ]^hard.  R^reftjf. 
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C  H  A  ?io  ftttrad:  attiLciimenty  even  upon  iKght  ac^ftittt- 

^^'    aacc.     HU  perfbii  was  comely  and  ivelt-propor-' 

^^jT^^^tioned  :  he  excetied  in  feats  of  agitity,  which  iin- 

8i.         prove  tvkd  difplay  an  external  gracefulneft,  and  by 

the  affability  of  his  converfation  he  won  the  af • 

fe^iocis  of  the  people.     More  important  qualifi- 

•  cations  recommended  him  a&  the  fitted  perfon  to 

,be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  whigi,  and  to  be  fet 

up  as  a  rival  in  the  fucceiCon  to  the  throne*     1% 

{^rpfeffed  a  warm  zeal  for  the  proteftant  imereft  ; 
)e  wa«  beloved  foy  the  army,  and  popular  in  the 
•^[ty  pf  London;    he  cKperienced  the  ftrongeft 
teilimonies  of  the  king's  partial  aflPeftion ;  he  was 
<^ated  a  peer,  made  a  privy  cbunfellor,  and  pro* 
moted  to  the  rank  of  commanddr  in  chief  of  his 
iDajefty's   foirces.      A  rumour  was  induftrioisfty 
ipread^  that  Charles  had  been  privately  married  t» 
his  mother,  and  that,  by  proximity  of  blood,  he 
ftood  firft  in  the  line  of  lucceffion**.     From  all 
.  thefe  circumftances,  men  of  fober  refleftion  and 
prudent  conduft  confidered  Monmouth's  fucccf- 
fion  to  the  throne  as  an  event  by  no  means  ifn- 
probable.     Some   were  even  perfuaded,  that  by 
favouring  his  ambitious  projefts,  they  were  gra- 
tifying the  private  wi(hes  ot  the  king ;  and  that 
whatever  he  pretended,  yet  he  fecretly  wi(hed  .to 
.  find  a  plea  in  the  nectflity  of  his  affairs,  for  &- 
.  crificing  the  interefts  of  his  brother  to  the  diflates 
.  of  fond  affe(^ion  to  his  fon.     The  friends  and  the 
contidents  of  Monmouth  cherifiied  this  deiufion ; 
they  had  the  boldneis  to  declare,  that  his  fucceffion 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  king :  they  made  ufe 
of  it  as  an  argument  with  the  king  of  France,  to 
piefer  the  connexion  of  the  whigs,  and  co-c^erate 
with  them  in  eft.abli(hing  the  iucceflion  of  Mon- 
mouth*',    The  duke  of  York,  notwithftanding 

»°  Rcrefby. 

^*  Daiiyinpic,  Ap.  p.  28o» 

the 
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Ait  ftrong  protnifes  he  feceiveil  from  his  brother  C  H  A  P. 
6f  adhering  to  the  lineal  fuccieffion*  beheld  his  at-  ^^J^j^i,^ 
fachm'ent  to  Monmouth  with  painful  anxifetf**.,^^^^.^}^. 
The  banifhinent  and  the  difmiffioii  oif  Monmouth  8 1. 
from  all  his  oflSciss;  the  repeated  fefervations  of 
the  king  m  b^hailf  of  his  brother,  ti^hile  he  prb- 
ftiffed  his  wilHngncfs  to  yield  to  every  other  expe* 
dii^nt  for  fecurmg  the  proteftant  religion;    the 
irioft  folemn  declaration  in  the  privy  council^  that 
he  never  had  be^n  married  to  Monmouth's  nio* 
ther ;  were  infufficient  to  efface  that  combiftatiori 
t>f  impreffidns  which  difpofed  a  great  part  of  the  - 
nation  to  refift  the  meafures  of  the  court. 

The  refpeftable  charader  df  lord  Ruflel,  not 
l6fs  than  the  popular  manners  and  fpecious  pr e- 
tenfions  of  the  dlike  of  Monmouth,  brought  a 
mighty  reinfcrrcertiejit  of  intereft  to  the  party  with 
which  he  afied.  Thfere  is  hardly  any  fituation  ih 
*which  virtufe  ceafes  to  attraft  efteem,.or  to  be  ufeful 
to  the  corineidons  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is 
afcribed.  There  was  not  a  perfoh  ih  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  more  univerfally  efteemed  thali 
lord  Ruffd ;  his  candour,  his  integrity,  and  his 
firmtiefs,  werfe  a^ppfauded  by  every  rank-,  and  by 
everv  party.  The  verfatility  and  the  violence  of 
Shanlbury  might  well  excite  fufpicion  of  the  mo- 
tives, which  induced  him  to  inliil  under  the  ban- 
ner of  oppofition.  If  the  capacity  of  Monmouth 
had  been  mote  exfenfive,  and  his  judgment  more 
penetrating  than  they  were  admitted  to  be,  yet  the 
intereft  he  had  irt  defeating  the  eftablifhed  courfe 
of  fuccefCon,  was  too  obvious, to  givie  any  farther 
weight  to  his  political  opinion,  than  what  might 
be  collefted  from  argunlents,  which  fell  within 
the  comprehenfion  of  every  individual.  But  the 
great   reputation  of  lord  Ruflel,  his  euablifhcd 

*  *  Life  of  J.^me8. 

K  2  credit 
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CHAP,  credit  for  honour  and  for  patriotifm,  invefted  his 
^  fY;^^  opinion  with  a  high  degree  of  authority,  and  bi- 
1670-80-  ^^^  ^^®  inclinations  of  thoufands  or  the  mod 
8 1 .  virtuous  citizens.     When  it  was  obferved  that  lord 

RufTel  was  not  merely  acceiTory  to  the  meafures 
carried  on  againft  the  court,  but  that  he  was  the 
prime  mover  and  mod  a^ive  agent  in  them  ;  and 
that  if  ever  he  departed  from  that  gentlenefs  and 
moderation,  which  rendered  him  the  favourite  of 
.  all  with  whom  he  converfed,  it  was  in  the  profc- 
cution  of  his  fchemes  of  oppoiition  to  the  court, 
his  antagonifts  were  fiaggered  and  difcouraged, 
while  his  adherents  were  infpired  with  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  dignity  and  reftitude,  which  prepared 
them  to  fubmit  to  every  difficulty  and  danger  in 
fupport  of  the  caufe  which  he  patronifed.     Thus, 
by  the  junSion  of  various  and  even  of  opppfite 
interefts,  and  by  the  internal  aid  of  pjsrfons  mod 
illuftrious  for  abilities,  for  rank«  and  for  virtue, 
the  exclufionifts  were  en^bl^d  to  protra£t  a  drug- 
gie againft  thefpverdign,  which  muft  have  quickly 
come  to  an  eiid,  if  it  had  been  maintained  by  the 
unaflifted  influence  of  thofe  who  were  actuated  by 
intereft,  refentment,  or  the  contrafted  fpirit  of 
a  party. 
The  in-         ^'  ^^^  intrigues  of  France  contributed  to  ex- 
uigucsof  alt  and  to  ftrengthen  faftion,  to  embarrafs   go- 
trance,     vernment,  and  to  keep  alive  the  tumults  and  in- 
ternal diffenfions  of  England,  at  the  period  wc 
have  reviewed,     Lewis  the  fourteenth,  inftigated 
by  an  infatiable  thirft  for  military  glory,  as  foon 
as  he  received  the  reins  of  government  into  his 
own  hands,  began'to  execute  thofe  plans  for  the 
extenfion  of  his  territories,  which  had  been  in- 
ftillcd  into  his  mind  with  the  firft  rudiments  of 
his  education*  \    The  frontier  towns  in-  the  low 

*J  Colbert. 
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countries  adjacent  to  the  borders  of  France,  wereCH  A  P. 
the  firft  obftruftions  to  be  removed,  in  order  to  ,_^lrj 
open  a  wide  field  for  his  warlike  exploits.     Thej^^Qg^. 
frivolous  complaints  upon  which  he  was  to  break  8i. 
with  Holland,  were  not  fufEcient  to  difguife  his 
ambition,  fo  as^to  impofe  upon  the  underftanding 
of  Charles,  who,  upon  that  event,  as  Lewis  fore- 
faw,  would  be  called  upon,  by  the  ties  of  blood 
and  the  obligations  of  jufUce,  as  well  as  by  the 
predominant  inclinations   of  his  people,  to   em- 
ploy mediation  and  arms  in  behalf  of  his  injured 
relation.     The  charafter  and  the  circumftances  of 
the  king  of  England  fuggelled  to  his  crafty  neigh* 
bour  another  method  for  the  fecuring  of  his  neu-. 
tiality,  or  even  for  the  obtaining  his  direft  affift." 
ance,  to  fubdue  the  States  of  Holland.  Profufion, 
uncontrolled  by  any  principle,  either  of  probity jj 
or  of  honour,  renders  the  influence  of  corruption 
irrefiftible,     A  large  penfion  was  offered  by  the 
king  of  France,  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  Charles, 
and  to  retain  him  to  his  intereft^^.    1  he  perlbnal 
folicitation  of  a  fifter  whom  he  loved,  feemed  to 
enhance  the  generofity,  or  to  palliate  the  indig* 
nity  of  the  offer :  the  violation  of  the  triple  alii* 
ance  and  a  fecond  Dutch  war  were  the  acknow- 
ledgment  and  return  demanded  of  the  king  of 
England,  for  proftituting  his  dignity,  by  becom* 
ing  the  pen/ioner  of  France.    .The  general  aver- 
fion  of  the  nation  to  that  war,  the  fcanty  fupplies 
granted  by  parliament,  and  the  increafing  difcon- 
tents  of  his  people,  at  lad  fubdued  the  fortitude 
of  Charles.     He  was  compelled  to  abandon  his 
connexion  with  France,  and  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  Holland. 

If  Charles  had  adhered  to  the  fyftem  of  poli- 
tics which  he  then  adopted,  and  fulfilled  the  en* 

"^  Dalrymplci  Ap.  p.  14,  frc. 

gagements 
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CHAP-^jnts  of  the  triple  aUUpc^y  h?  would  equally 
,  j  •  have  confulted  his  own  hoaour  j^nd  the  i^tereii  of 
1679-80-  Hia kingdom;  he  wou)d,hav:e  been  refpei^blci  ijx 
81.  thie  ey/BS  of  foreigi>  dates,  ap,d  ^,ould.b?^ye  regain- 

ed the  affeclioqs  pf  his  pjeople.  His  ori^in^il  par-^ 
tiality  to  France,  cheriftied  l^y  tl^^  ir>flu;ence  pf^ 
miftriefles  and  of  corrupt  mipiftefs,  ai>,d  the  prof-. 
neft  of  enlarging  his  power,  again  rendered  hi^. 
an  eafy.  prey  to  the  intriguer  of  Lewis.  A  poli.-:, 
tjcal  fyftem,  fo  deroga/pry  to  their  honour,  apfi.fp. 
rjepugnant  to  their  affection^,  ea;ci;;ed.  a,  general, 
indignation  among  the  people  in  J  nglarid.  The 
parliament  caught  their  fentimenrs  and  their  fpU 
rit,  to  which  thqy  added  a  zeal  for  the  church  oi 
England,  endangered  by  the  fufpjeftf d  defeftion  oJf 
1670.  the  royal  family,  as  well  as  by  the  alliance  wiilj 
the-  court  pf  France.  From  this  period,  the; 
humbling  the  power  of  thaf  kingdom  was  purfijie4 
by  the  parliajnent  witli  determined  perfeverance, 
which  had  nearly  attained  its  objeft,  in  fpite.  o^ 
the  open  refinance  ^nd  double  dealings  of  the 
court.  Thisfucoefs  ejshibited,  to  Lewis  and  to  all 
furroundiog  ftates,  a  dilplay  of  the  ppwer  of  th^ 
Ei^glifli  parliapient.  United  and  firm,  it  coul4 
not  fail  to  tjxaintaih  the  abfolutc  direflion  of  the 

fjoliticaj  fyrtem  pf  Europe.  It  wap  in  vain  foi? 
lewis  ever  to  hope  for  the  aid  of  th?  Englifh  par- 
liament, in  contr^didion  to  their  declared  fenti- 
inents,  and  the  moft  inveterate  prejuLlices  of  the 
nation.  What  could  he  do?  ky  difuniting  par- 
liament, by  gaining  over  to  his  intercfts  the  lead*? 
ers  of  parties,  by  fomenting  intefline  difcords, 
be  might  ftill  fecure  the  neutrality  of  England,  or 
render  her  incapable  of  impeding  the  career  of  hi^ 
ufurpations  on  the  connnent.  His  agents  were 
inftrufted  to  addrefs  the  popular  Icadtrs  in  Lngr 
land,  by  every  argument  calculated  to  flatter  theif 
principles^  awaken  their  fears,  aUure  their  ambi- 
tion. 
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ttoti^  and  idptfta^  Aci*  avarice*'.    Th^  kmg^s.C'H^F. 
thisft  fo?  indepeniknt  power^  and  hia  defire  erf  ,_JJ^ 
mamtaanmi;  a  (tending  aimy^  die  viHtuvnent  £t>r  i^^^.^o- 
die  »:coiiipliikmeiit  of  it,  were  reprefented  as  fe^:8i. 
rious  grounds  of  alarm.     Benefiml  ameftdtaentd. 
iadbe  conftittttioh  naigbt  be  obtamed^  provided 
Aej  b  far  kepn  meafures  with  Fraiice  as.  to  pre- 
Tent  her  interference^   to  fecond  the  arbitrary: 
views  of  Charles :    money  was  fcaiiteited.  with  a; 
profufe  hand :  the  king  and  the  country   party 
were  aiternateiy  the  dupes  of>  the  iatrigue&  of  the 
French  courts  as  bed  promoted  her  defigns'^. 
Charles,  and  his  parliament  were  divided.:   the? 
honour  of  the  >.ngliih  nation,  was  tnrniflsed ;  and 
its  true  intereil  neglefted.     If  Charles   and  his: 
parliament  had  not  been  led  by  the  artifices  of  obferrati- 
France  to  cherifh  the  idea  of  a  feparate  and  an  Ln-  ons. 
compatible  imerelh,  neither  of  them  -  could  have 
ran  into  thofi^  exceifes  which  brought  ih^  confti-* 
tutioD  to  the  verge  of  ruin.     If  Charles  bad  ex- 
peded  no  fupplies:  but  from  the  liberality  of  hi^ 
parliament,  he  never  would  have  dared  to;  purfua 
arbitrairy  meafuresy  or  to  make  innovationst  upoil 
the  conftitution.     if  the  leaders  of  the  populan 
party  had  not  bceai  bound  by   engagertients   to 
France,  they  would  not  have  withlield  filppHe^ 
for  entering  into  a  wan  which  afibrded*  the  faire/l 
opportunities    for  controlling  her  power;    they 
would  not  have  made  patriotifm   fubferrient  to 
private  refentment^  by  the  prolecutiou  o£  a  mi* 

*'  Novemb»  1^77.     D.«Iryn>ple,  A^),  p.  129. 

**  Grey's  Debxtet,  vol.  vi4.  Lords'  D;.batQs,    vol.  i.     P.im- 
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Motives  0^  Oppofitlon  to  the  CourU'—Vread  of  Popery. — 

The  Bill  of  Exclujion Arguments  for  it,-  'Arguments 

againjl  it.—  Refie£i(ons  upon  the  ConduH  of  Oppofuian  in 
the  pVeceding  Period* 

C  H  A  p.  IV^ROM  the  diflblution  of  the  fecond  parliament 
V,      Jl^     of  Charles,  the  terror  of  popery  was  the 
•v-v"*^  profeffed  principle,  which  afluated  in  every  parlia- 
ment the  party  in  oppoiition  to  the  court.     The 
bill  of  feclufion  was  fuggefted  at  an  early  period, 
and  pertinacioufly  adhered  to,  as  the  only  meafure 
by  which  the  impending  dangers  of  popery,  and 
of  arbitrary  power,  could  be  averted.     Were  the 
fears  of  the  nation  well  founded  ?  Was  the  reme- 
dy  propofed  equitable,  prudent,  or  even  pradica- 
ble  \  or  did  the  method  by  which  it  was  enforced 
promife  fuccefs,  or  prove  confident  with  every 
duty  of  the  man,  the  fubje£t,  and  the  citizen  f 
According  to  the  folution  of  thefe  queftions,  we 
muft  form  our  opinions  concerning  the  fagacity, 
the  patriotifm,  and  the  virtue,  of  individuals,  and 
of  parties,  fo  far  as  relates  to  their  public  con- 
duft, 
Motircs  cf     In  order  to  form,  a  candid  judgment  of  the  mo- 
oppohtion  j.^jj     ^f  aftions  afcribed  to  individuals,  or  to  fo- 
to  the  .     .  •'      .  .  .    f  gr 

cimit.       cieties,  in  ages  or  countries  remote,  it  is  neceflary 

to  pay  a  (trift  regard  to  their  peculiar  Otuation, 
and  to  the  predominant  prejudices  connefted  with 
it.  Confidering  the  formidable  apprehenfions  of 
the  Rpiuan  catholic  religion,  which  were  excited 

by 
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by  recent  faf^s^.  a^wi  which  pjcrv^dcfl  ajl  i)bi,e  r,e-  C  ^  A  P. 
fofinftd  natjipnis  J  th^  intrigyes  and  the  acVive  .J^i. 
fpirit  of  iefuit$,.  fi^rrounding  the,  royaj  family  ;  the 
avowed  CQ;iYer(i,QQ  of  the  next  heir  of  the  crpwn 
to  popjery  ;  the  nQtoriou;?  t)ia§  <?f  mwy  of  the 
firft  rank  tp  the  f^yn^  religiop,  ^pd  the  fufppded 
faith  of  the  l^^iag ;.  it  is  not  a  majtter  of  furpnfe,. 
that  fearful  lufpjcions  haunted  the  imaginations  of 
his  prptqftapf  fubjefts,  and  dirpafed  t)vei?i  to  l.iften 
to  ruTBourj^  of  plp.t$,  and  of  ^onfpiracies,  imputed 
to  the  frieijds  aijd  eanfliiries  of  Rpme.  It  requires  ^^^^  ^^ 
no  affed^jtiqif  nor  ftretch.of  candour  10  admit, ^^^^'^^^ 
that  the  people  at  large  g^ve  full  credit  to  the  plot. 
In  proporrio'a  to  the  natural  timidity  of  the  mind, 
or  the  ftrength  of  prejudice,  pe.rfons  of  more  li- 
beral cdijcatiou  and  rank  are  carriied  (Jpwn  with 
the  torrent  of  popular  delufion.  A  taliK  often  re- 
peated, and  familiar  to  the  ca}*>  Ipfes  th?  abfyrdj- 
ties  with  which  thp  firft  recital  qf  it  fliocHs  the 
bearer  ;  and,  by  fixing  an  indelible  iuipreflioa. 
upon  the  iiTi^in'4,tipn,at  laft  diftorts.tbe  judgment. 
Faith  is  fortified  by  the  affociatipn.  of  numbers,  and 
the  ind  lent  acquiefce  in  univerfal  credit,  as  a  folid 
anfwer  to  obje'Uons,  which  would  have  been  fuffici- 
ent  to  have  overthrown  opinions  lefs  popular.  In  a^ 
free  government,  men  of  a  faftious  fpirit  firft  che- 
rifli  the  weaknefles  ^tod  the  pr^jydices  of  the  people,' 
and  afterwards  emplpy  them,  ^s  the  fitteft  engines, 
to  promote  their  corrupt  views  of  gain  and  power. 
Ihere  are  many  perfons,  by  np  means  adively 
and  corri^ptly  ambitious,  who  are  yet  dtftirute  of 
fortitude  to  refift  thoCe  measures  and  thofo  preju- 
dices of  ^hich  they  difapprove;  nay,  rather  than 
forego  the  tranquillity  they  have  derived  from  their 
filenceand  neutrality,  they  at  laft  make  the  tran- 
sition to  an  open  concurrence  with  the  iniquity  of 
the  times.  It  h  not  to  be  doubted,  that,  from 
thefe  finiftcp  uiptives,  the  fesirs  of  the  people  were 

encouraged. 
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CHAP,  encouraged,    their    palfions  inflamed,  informers 

^  .^'      courted,  witnefles  tampered  with  and  fuborned, 

and  innocent  blood  (bed,  with  that  profufion  and 

i;^2intonnefs,  which  never  could  have  flowed  from 

a  confcientious,  though  a  greatly  deluded,  zeal. 

But  fuppoiing  that  no  popifli  plot  bad  exifted, 
c^  entered  into  the  imagination  of  the  people,  yet, 
had  not  the  friends  of  the  proteftant  intereft  folid 
grounds  of  jealoufy  and  terror  ?  Was  not  the 
danger,  arifmg  from  the  influence  of  a  popifh  fuc- 
cefibr,  obvious  to  every  Unprejudiced  eye,  and 
alarming  to  every  true  friend  of  the  eftabliflied 
religion  and  government?  Did  not  the  love  of 
libeity  confpire  with  religious  principle,  to  recom* 
mend  every  precaution  and  expedient  that  was  at- 
tainable, in  order  to  preferve  inviolate,  thofe  fa- 
cred  and.  thofe  civil  privileges  which  conflituteJ 
the  glorious  pre-eminence  of  an  £ngliihman  ? 
KR  of  ex«  The  bill  of  excluHon  appeared  the  moft  ef* 
'^^^*  feftual  remedy  to  defend  the  aflbciated  interefls  of 
liberty  and  the  proteflant  religion:  it  was  there, 
fore  adopted  with  zeal  by  the  commons,  applaud- 
ed by  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  infifted 
upon  with  obftinacy,  in  defiance  of  the  fecret  in- 
trigues, and  the  open  entreaties  and  remonftrances 
of  the  prince. 

A  review  of  the  arguments  adduced  on  b  th 
^des  of  this  quedion,  by  far  the  moft  interefting 
that  occurs  in  the  courfe  of  this  reign,  is  necef' 
fary,  in  order  to  attain  to  a  clear  and  comprehen- 
five  view  of  the  (late  of  politics  and  of  the  char* 
after  of  parties. 
Ar/ru.  On  the  one  fide  it  was  pleaded,  that  dangers 

inems  for  extreme  and  unprecedented,  called  for  new  and 
•^  extraordinary  meafures  of  defence.     Was  it  poffi- 

ble  that  any  man  could  be  fo  blind,  as  not  to  ap- 
prehend the  utmoft  danger  to  liberty  and  to  the 
proteflant  religion,  from  the  fucceilion  of  a  prince 

devoted 
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deTOted  to  the  faith  of  the  court  of  Rome  ?  No-  C  H  4  P* 
thing  but  an  overgrown  pitch  of  zeal  and  of  bi- ,    ^* 
gotry  could  account  for  the  temerity  of  the  duke 
York,  in  venturing  to  make  an  open  profeflion  of 
this  religion  at  fo  critical  a  conjundure,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  being  hereafter  excluded  from  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  crown.  >  What  adivity  might  not 
be  expected  from  fuch  zeal,  and  wh^t  fuccefs  might 
not  a&ivity,  armed  with  power,  be  able  to  atchieve? 
What  was  to  be  expeded,  but  that  the  royal 
favours  wotild  be  regulated  and  difpenfed  by  the 
difkmtes  of  a  mifguided  confcience ;  and  that  the 
bench,  the  navy,  and  the  army,  would  be  quickly 
filled  with  profelytes  to  the  Roman  catholic  faith ; 
nor  would  the  members  cf  the  ecclefiaftical  ef« 
xabliQimenr  remain  uncontaminated.   If  thofe  who 
held  the  mod  dignified  offices  in  the  church  were 
little  alarmed  about  the  fate  of  their  religion ;   if 
they  were  more  than  other  men  obfequioug  to  the 
will  of  the  court ;  if  they  had  hitherto  afforded 
the  mod  iteady  fupporc  to  the  intereft  of  the  duke 
of  York ;  was  it  not  a  melancholy  prefage  of  a 
complaifance,  which  might  one  day  furrender  the 
eflential   rights  and  privileges  of  the  proteftant 
church  ?  Nor  was  it  to  be  doubted,  but  that  under 
the  aufprces  of  a  Roman  catholic  prince,  new 
members  would  obtrude  into  the  facred  fundion, 
with  the  treacherous  purpofe  of  fubverting  that 
very  imereft  which  they  folemnly  engaged  to  prq- 
teft.  Under  a  popiQi  prince,  his  favourite  religion 
raufl  every  day  be  gaining  grouud.     But  ancieqt 
and  modern  hiftory  exhibited  fu$crent  exan^plcs 
to  prove,  that  the  religion  of  the  prince  foon  be- 
came the  religion  of  the  people.     In  the  fhort  p^-^ 
riod  of  the  reign  of  Julian,  the  churches  were  de- 
molilhedf  the  temples  arofe  with  renewed  fplen^' 
dour,  and  were  replenifhed  with  images,     ('hrii- 
lianity  declined  apace,  and  the  darki^efs  of  idcja* 
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C'H  A  P.fry  agaift  oV(^(hadbw'ed  the  natibrts.  AV^H^  tl* 
^'  Roman  empiVfe  tvas  agitated  with  th^  Trhiitarian 
'  controverfy,  With  what  ftra'nge  flexibilftv  did  mul- 
fitudeS,  hi  obedietice  to  the  imperial  edi£t^,  turn 
from  Athanafianifm  to  Arianifm,  and  from  Ari- 
anifm  to  Athanafianifm  ?  More  irecent  knd  domef- 
tic  ejtamples  led  to  the  fame  conclufions.  Upon 
fhe  fucceffion  of  queen  Mary,  biihops,  privy  coun- 
ifdlofs,  and  many  of  every  ranlc,  avowed  her  reli- 
j;ion,  who  had  pkflTed  for  found  proteftants  m  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  fixth.  Upon  the  death  of 
Mary,  and  the  acceffion  df  a  protefftant  'princefe, 
an  inverted  revolution  of  relrgiousfentimtdnts  took 
place. 

New  c<Jnverts  to  le<^c(ry  religion  have  always 
teen  found  moft  eager  and  moft  indnftrious  to 
progagate  their  favourite  opinions.  Whfere  a 
prince  had  imbibed  the  principles  of  the  Roman 
religion  from  the  prejudices  of  an  early  education, 
natural  rtildnefs  of  temper  might  perchance  check 
its  violent  and  intolerant  fpirit.  Various  occu- 
pations and  amufements  niight  divert  the  mind 
from  yielding  to  the  peculiar  tendencies  of  the 
faith  with  which  it  was  impreffed:  but,  when  a 
perfon  born  a  proteflant,  had  voluntarily  made 
choice  of  the  Roman  religion,  was  not  this  a  cer- 
tain indication  of  a  temper  congenial  with  its 
fpirit  ?  What  was  to  be  expefted,  but  that  fuch  a 
one  would  entirely  furrender  his  mind  to  every 
impreffion,  and  to  every  tendency  it  was  formed 
to  promote;  and,  as  far  as  his  influence  extended, 
advance  them  with  implicit  zeal  ?  .^ 

It  was  impoffible,  it  was  argued,  that  any  expe- 
dients, devifed  by  human  wifdom,  could  guard 
againft  fuch  manifold  and  fuch  preffing  dangers. 
Like  the  cords  of  the  Philidines,  quickly  broken 
by  the  feturning  flrength  of  the  Jewifli  champion, 
alljiinitations  and  reitxiclicns,  whatever  might  be 
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txpt&ed  from  them  at  a  diftance,  would  difappear  CHAP, 
at  the  touch  of  the  royal  fceptre :  nor  could  .the  ^' 
mod  folemn  promifes  and  aUeverations  be  relied 
upon,  when  pFonounced  by  the  fame  lips,  andfub- 
fcribed  by  the  fame  hand^  which  afligned  the  fu- 
preme  head-of  the  church  the  power  of  difpenfing 
with  moral  obligation  ;  and  even  held  it  a  nieri* 
torious  deed  to  break  faith  with  heretics.  What- 
ever obedience  the  prince  exatled  from  his  own 
fubjeds,  he  would  think  himfelf  bound  to  yield 
to  the  fpiritual  fovereign,.  to  whom  he  had  volun* 
tarily  devoted  himfelf.  The  temper,  the  dilpofi- 
tioBS,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  prince,  however  fu- 
perior  they  might  be,  could  be  of  no  avail  to  his 
fubjeds.  The  pope,  the  fovereign  of  the  fovereiga, 
would  rule  with  abfolute  fway  in  the  councils  of 
the  Englifli  cabinet. 

There  was  no  occafion  to  refort  to  foreign  hif- 
tory  for  examples  of  the  melancholy  effeds  of  fa- 
perfticious  tyranny  upon  the  minds  of  its  joyal  vo- 
taries.    In  the  annals  of  the  BritiO)  ftory,  there 
is  not  an  example  of  condufl;  more  difgraceful  to 
royal tv,  than  that  of  queen  Mary  to  the  men  of 
Suffolk,     Did  not  fliefolemnly  promife,  that  they 
(hould  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ? 
They  too  eafily  believed  her,  and  became  the  chltf 
inllruments  of  feating  her  upon  the  throne.   Faith 
and  gratitude  were  violated:  the  pangs  of  remcrfe 
and  the  ftruggles  of  honour  were  extinguiflied, 
by  the  ft ern,  dilates  of  jwieftly  authority;  and 
the  firft  exertions  of  her  power  were  dilplayed,  by 
configning  to  the  flames  the  very  men  who  had 
conferred  it.     The  gunpowder  plot,  the  maffacris 
in  Paris   and   in  Ireland,  were  tremendous  evi- 
dences of  a  fpirit  of  violence,  which  no  ties,  nei- 
ther facred  nor  civil,  were  fufficieat  to  fetter  or  to 
tame.  "^ 

Precedents 
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Precedents  of  law  were  not  wanting'  to Juftify  a 
meafure  recommended  by  reafon,  necemty,  and 
fear.  The  right  of  Henry  the  fourth  was  entirely 
founded  upon  an  ad  of  parliament ;  the  right  of 
Henry  the  feventh  was  alfo  eftablifted  by  an  ad 
of  parliament :  and  did  not  his  fon  Henry  the 
eighth  virtually  acknowledge,  that  the  power  of 
altering  the  fucceffion  was  vefted  in  parliament, 
when  he  applied  for  a  (latute,  as  often  as  his  fickle 
affedlions  led  him  to  change  the  fucceflion  of  the 
crown  ?  In  the  firft  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  par-- 
liament  recognized  her  title.  Did  they  not  re- 
peatedly extend  their  authority  to  the  future  fuc- 
ceffion, by  ena&ing,  that  whofoever  (hould  claim 
their  title  to  the  crown  during  the  life  of  EliMbeth, 
fhould  be  -rendered  incapable  of  fucceeding  to 
it? 

To  thofe,  who  had  embarked  on  the  fide  of  ex- 
clufion,  there  appeared  no  fafety  but  in  fucceft. 
They  were  in  a  fituation  like  that  of  an  army  which 
had  penetrated  far  into  an  enemy *s  territories,  and 
were  encpmpaffed  with  barbarians,  who  kn^w  not 
what  it  was  either  to  give  or  to  take  quarter.  Their 
own  deftruftion,  or  the  deftruSion  of  the  enemy, 
were  the  only  alternatives  left  to  their  choice. 
By  promoting  the  bill,  they  had  provoked  the 
vengeance  of  the  duke  of  York  ;  and  (hould  they 
fail  of  fuccefs,  they  mufl  finally  experience  the 
full  weight  of  that  power  which  they  wifhed  to 
annihilate'. 
Argu-  On  the  other  fide  it  was  argued  ;  --We  are  not 

mcots  a-    jQ  judge  of  the  vvifdom  of  any  meafure  by  the  im^ 
j  **^° 

■  Grey's  Debatei,  vol.  vii.    Lords  Debates,  vol.  i.     Pam- 

\  phlets  of  the  Times,  paiticalarly  Lord  Delamer's  Speech.    Bntf 

Hiltoryofche  SuccelFion.     Vindication  of  the  two  la^  Parliit- 

\  nyencs.  Somcrs*  Co!Iedion«  vol.  i.  Reafons  for  his  Majeily's  pafl** 

I  ins  the  BiiJ  of  ExcluGon^  ibid.  6(c.  &c. 
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portance  of  the  ead  which  it  proppfes,  or  even  by  C  rt  A  P. 
its  fitnefs  to  obtain  that  end.  A  previous  queftion  ^  *. 
occurs  :  Is  the  meafure  itfelf  attainable  ?  are  there 
no  intervening  difficulties  to  difcourage  the  hop^ 
of  compaf&ng  that  event,  which  appears  fo  fair 
when  contemplated  in  coiineclion  with  remoter 
confequences  ?  The  objetl  of  the  bill,  the  fecurity 
of  liberty  and  the  proteftant  religion,  an  objeft  in 
kfelf  great  and  defirable,  had  led  many  to  be  advo* 
cates  for  tlie  bill  of  exclufion,  without  confider- 
ing  the  difficulties  which  obftruftcd  the  execution 
of  it.  But  many  political  projefts  involve  fuch 
inherent  weaknefs  as  endangers  their  execution 
and  fuccefs,  though  fortified  with  all  the  forms  and 
fandions  of  the  law.  This  muft  ever  be  the  cafe 
while  the  fpirit  of  them  runs  contrary  to  juftice, 
humanity,  or  the  prejudices  of  the  people. 

Was  it  jufl  to  deprive  the  meaneft  fubjeft  of 
his  birth-right,  merely  on  account  of  opinions 
formed  after  a  deliberate  and  confcientious  en- 
quiry ?  Could  one  who  was  fo  honeft  as  to  avow 
his  faith,  at  the  haza^-d  of  lofing  his  crown,  be  fuf-* 
peded  of  being  deficient  in  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  truth  and  of  probity  ?  Might  not  limita- 
tions and  reftriftions,  confirmed  by  the  oath  or 
the  promife  of  fuch  a  one,  be  relied  upon,  as  af- 
fording a  fecurity  more  firm  atid  more  fafe  than 
what  could  be  obtained  by  the  mere  letter  of  an 
a6l  of  parliament  ?  However  commendable  the 
zeal  of  the  exclufionifls  might  be,  yet  it  certainly 
had  tranfported  them  too  far,  when  ih^y  fought 
to  violate  the  effential  principles  of  juftice.  The 
refined  fophiftry  of  Loyala  never  invented  a  more 
execrable' maxim  than  that,  by  which  too  many  of 
the  leading  patriots  feemed  to  juflify  their  political 
conduft — that  evil  ought  to  be  done  for  the  fake 
of  good ;  or  that  the  pretended  importance  of  the 
end  could  atone  for  the  bafenefs  of  the  means  by 

L  which 
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C  tt  A  P.  which  it  was  to  be  procured.    Ruat  calum^  fiat 
V.     juftitia }  the  right  of  the  duke  of  York  came  from 
*^'"**"  God  5  and  to  his  providence  alone  it  belonged  to 
control  and  to  puniQi  the  abufe  of  that  right. 

How  much  would  it  tend  to  the  peace  of  em- 
pires, if  chriftians  could  beperfuaded  to  form  their 
fentiments  according  to  the  original  precepts,  and 
the  pureft  examples  of  their  religion  ?  Subjection 
to  the  powers  that  be,  is  the  calm  inoffenfive  tem- 
per of  the  followers  of  a  Mafter,  whofe  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world.     However  important  the 
tenets  of  the  reformation,  yet  they  cannot  claim  a 
preferei^ce  to  the  fundamental  doftrines  of  the 
Gofpel;  nay,  they  mufl  derive^  all  their  value  from  ' 
their  conformity  to  them.     Nor  is  it  poilible  that 
the    multiplied  and  various  fe£ts  of  chriftians, 
when  compared  among  themfelves,  can  exhibit  a 
greater  oppofition  of  fyftem  and  of  policy,  than 
that  which  fubfifted   between  idolaters  and  the 
worihippers  of  the  true  God.    Yet  did  ever  chrif- 
tians aiTert,  th^t  idolatry,  the  moft  grofs  and  the 
mod  pernicious  of  all  herefies,  was  a  juftifiable 
pretext  for  withdrawing  allegiance,  or  relaxing 
obligations  of  obedience  to  the  reigning  prince  ? 
The  apoftate  Julian  repealed  thofe  edi&s  which 
invefted  chriftians  with  a  legal  claim  to  many  va- 
luable immunities.    The  chriftians  lamented  their 
calamities,  and  waited  with  patience  for  the  inter- 
pofition  of  a  benign  providence,  becaufe  redrefs 
or    deliverance  obtained  by  their  own  hands, 
through  breach  of  loyalty,  was  unwarrantable  by 
the  ^aws  of  their  religion. 

While  the  faith  of  different  emperors,  and  fome- 
times  in  the  fame  emperor,  wavered  l^tween  ari- 
anifm  and  athanafianifm,  and  alternately  favoured 
the  one  and  perfecuted  die  other ;  arians  and  tri- 
mtarians  divided  among  themfelves^  and  diffenting 

from 
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from  the  religious  opinions  of  the  prince,  balrino-CH  A  P« 
nioufly  coincided  in  the  do&rine  of  allegiance  to      ^' 
his  perfon.  ^ 

It  was  contended,  that  great  refpeft  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  prejudices  of  their  fellow-fubjefts,  by 
avoiding  the  legal  declaracion  which  contradided 
the  predominant  fentiments  of  the  people..  Fadion^ 
it   was   true,  had  produced  a  fleeting  influence 
upon  the  opinions  of  the  multitude.     Exclufion 
was  the  clamour  of  the  day  :  but  ftitl  it  was  well 
known,    that    notions   of  prerogative  ran  high 
among  men  of  the  greatefl:  weight  and  authority^ 
From  thefe  the  fentiments  of  the  multitude  muft 
take  their  iixed  and  lading  imprefllon.  Suppofing 
that  the  united  aflent  of  the  king,  lords,  and  com^ 
mons,  fliould  be  admitted,  as  authority  fufiicient 
to  bind  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  yet  after  the 
averfion  to  the  bill,  fo  often  exprefled  by  the  king, 
his  aflent  could  only  be  the  efie£t  of  compulfion, 
which  would  render  the  ad  void  and  ineSedual, 
to  enforce  the  fubmiflion  of  that  part  of  his  fub« 
jeds,  who,  from  other  confiderations,  did  not  view 
it  with  a  favourable  eye.     The  ads  of  parliament 
of  the  fifteenth  of  Edward  the  third,  and  of  the 
tenth  of  Richard  the  fecond,  were  repealed,  be- 
caufe  the  king's  coofent  to  them  was  forced.    Ed- 
ward the  fourth,  Henry  the  feventh,  queen  Mary, 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  king  James  the  firft,  enjoys 
ed  the  crown,  though  all  of  them  were  excluded 
by  ads  of  parliament. 

Suppofing  that  England  (hould  unatiimoufly  ac- 
cept the  exclufion,  it  was  probable,  or  indeed  cer- 
tain, that  it  muflL  meet  with  oppofition  from  Scot- 
land and  from  Ireland.  Was  there  not  evident 
danger  of  rending  and  of  dividing  the  different 
provinces  of  the  empire  \  Of  all  national  calami* 
ties,  a  civil  war  is  the  mod  defirudive  and  the 
moft  deplorable.     A  controverted  fucceflion,  and 

L  ^  a  civil 
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C  H  A  P.  a  civil  war,  are  events  combined  and  infeparabte. 
\^^^^_,  The  ufurpation  of  Harold  produced  the  Norman 
*"         conqueft:  the  contefts  between  the  houfesof  York  • 
and  Lancafter  were  attended  with  the  mod  tragi- 
cal events  that  occur  in  the  hiftory  of  England : 
the  richeft  provinces  became  defolate  and  unin* 
'habited;  many  hundred  thoufands  of  the  com- 
mons fell  by  violent  hands  ;  the  nobility  were  ex- 
tirpated.     Could   the   uncontrolled    tyranny    of 
Rome  be  produftive  of  more  fatal  difafters  ?  Who 
can  tell,  if  England,  in  fuch  a  crifis,  (hall  be  re- 
ferved  for  the  evils    arifing  from  internal   war 
among  her  own  children !  May  not  the  zeal  of 
Roman  catholic  princes  engage  them  in  a  quarrel, 
and  introduce  devaftation  and  biood  by  foreign 
hands  ?  The  vigilance  of  France  to  grafp  at  every 
opportunity  of  extending  her  power,  and  her   at- 
tachment to  the  duke  of  York,  rendered  her  in- 
terference certain.     May  not  a  jealoufy  of  the  in- 
fringement of  prerogative,  dearer  to  them  than 
their  religion  itfelf,  render  even  proteftant  princes 
indifferent  fpe£tators  of  the  miferies  of  England ; 
or  difpofe  them  to  lend  their  aid  to  difcourage  a 
precedent  which,  one  day,  upon  maxims  equally 
popular  and  convenient,  might  be  turned  againft 
themfelves,  and  employed  to  limit  their  power  and 
to  degrade  their  pofterity  ? 

The  members  of  parliament,  who  affedied  fuch 
zeal  for  liberty,  were  defired  to  attend  with  cau- 
tion to  the  line  of  duty,  and  the  reftri&icms  of 
power  which  the  law  bad  prefcribed  to  them. 
They  are  appointed  guardians  of  the  eftabliflied 
government :  they  may  introduce  improvements 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  while  the  effen- 
tial  parts  of  it  are  maintained  .  found  and  entire. 
"While  the  foundation  (lands  firm,  they  may  be 
permitted  to  embelli(h  the  fuperftru€kure,  and  to 
render  it  more  commodious;    but  to  alter  the 

common 
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cemmoi^  courfe  6f  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  was  CHAP, 
to  oflFer  violence  to  the  effentials^  and  lay  in  ruin    ^^^ 
the  pillars  upon  which  the  whole  fabric  of  our  con- 
ftitutioii  was  eredted.     It  was  to  change  the  con- 
ftkutioQ  from  an  hereditary  to  an  eledive  mo* 
narchy. 

It  required  no  deep  ingenuity  to  reply  to  the 
precedents  and  the  ftatutes  of  former  reigns  cited 
by  the  excluHonifts,  and  even  to  ufe  them  as  argu* 
ments  againft  that  caufe  which  they  were  intended 
to  fuftain.     The  confcioufnefe  of  a  defedive  right 
had  induced  princes  to  apply  for  a  recognition  of 
parliament^  and  to  fubftitute  law  in  the  place  of 
e()iiiiy.  Henry  the  fourth  vras  an  ufurper,  and  was 
deiitous  of  juftifying  his  claim  by  the  authority  of 
a  ftatute^  becaufe  he  knew  of  no  other  bafi^  upon 
which  it  could  (land.     A  (latute  of  parliament  h^d 
declared  the  marriage  of  Henry  the  eighth  and 
Ann  Bullen  null  and  void,  and  confequently  iii- 
volved  the  illegitimacy  of  Elizabeth  ;  it  was  there- 
fore prudent  and  unneceflfary  to  undo  by  parli; 
ament  what  had  been  done  by  parliament,  and  to 
remote,  by  a  formal  recognition,  every  objedion 
to  the  title  of  that  princefs.     The  ftatute  of  the 
thirtieth  of  Elizabeth,  difal^irng  the  next  fucceffor 
who  fliould  infift  upon  his  title  to  the  crown  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  queen,  originated  in  jealoufy, 
tod  terminated  in  oppreflion.     It  was  intended  to 
intimidate  and  to  overawe  thofe,  who  were  inclined 
to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  unfortunate  queen 
Mary,  and  to  bring  home   the  charge  of  guilt 
againft  her;  and  thereby  draw  the  fpecious  veil  of 
la#  and  of  juitice  over  the  darkeft  tranfa£tton  that 
iiains  the  nw^mory  of  Elizabeth. 

Let  the  example  of  Elizabeth,  in  reference  to 
th€  very  point  in  difpute,  be  remembered :  How 
did  Ike  frown  upop  parliament  as  often  as  they 
prefumed  to  efi^r  upon  the  affair  of  the  fuc- 

ceffion,. 
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^  ^\A  ^*  ^^^^^9  or  upon  any  point  touching  her  preroga* 
tive ;  whiph  (he  ftyled  the  chief  flower  in  her 
garland  ? 

It  was  recommended  to  the  exclufionifts,  to 
take  care  that  they  did  not  exemplify  in  their  own 
condud,  what  they  profefled  to  fear  and  to  avoid ; 
^hile,  by  their  own  violence^  they  adopted  the 
fpirit  and  purfued  the  conduft  of  Roman  catholics. 
The  depofing  of  princes  on  account  of  their  reli* 
gion,  the  alienating  their  dominions,  and  the  ab* 
^Iviqg  their  fubjeds  from  their  oath  of  allegi* 
ance^  were  the  mod  infolent  and  the  moft  deftruc* 
tive  a£ls  of  tyranny  to  which  the  court  of  Rome 
had  ever  afpired.  And  would  a  proteftant  parlia- 
ment tread  in  the  paths  of  injuftice,  and,  without 
the  name,  difplay  the  tyrannical  and  malignant 
fpirit  of  Roman  catholics  ? 

They  were  conjured,  as  they  profefled  a  regard 
^o  the  honour  of  the  proteftant  religion,  to  revere 
the  facred  nature  of  an  oath.  What  but  jefuitical 
cafuiftry  could  reconcile  the  conduct  pf  the  exclu<- 
iionifts  to  the  oath  of  allegiance,  by  which  they  be- 
came bound  to  be  faithful  to  the  king,  and  to  his 
lawful  heirs  and  fucceffors  ? 

Let  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  be  regarded. 
To  condemn  a  man  unheard,  was  an  ufage  un- 
known to  the  EngUfh  law;  and  yet,  by  the  ex- 
clufion,  it  was  propofed,  without  any  impeach* 
ment,  without  any  evidence,  to  deprive  a  perfoQ 
of  that  regal  authority,  and  of  thofe  exalted  ho- 
noursy  to  which  his  birth,  as  well  as  the  Uws  of 
his  country,  gave  him  an  undifputed  title. 

It  was  finally  objefted  to  the  bill,  that  its  objeft 
was  of  too  perfonal  a  nature^  Inftead  of  .exciud* 
{ng  all  heirs  whatever,  of  the  popifh  religion,  from 
inheriting  and  wearing  the  crown  of  JKngUndy 
It  was  levelled  only  againft  James  duke  of  Yori^, 
whether  be  fhould  be  a  proteftant  or  a  papift  at 

the 
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the  time  of  the  king's  death.    This  procedure  ap-  C  H  A  P. 
peared  to  be  the  eflFeft  of  private  malice  and  re-  ^^_^ 
▼enge  againft  the  duke  from  individuals  who  had    ""^ 
gone  too  far  to  retrad,  and  imagined  that  their 
iafety  was  endangered  fliould  he  afcend  the  throne^ 
rather  jhan  of  any  difinterefted  plan  of  fecuring 
the  proteftant  religion  againft  theinfidiousdefigns 
of  a  popifli  fucce{^or^ 

After  a  calm  review  of  the  arguments  now  de* 
tailed,  it  appears  by  no  means  eafy  to  decide,  with 
which  of  the  parties  the  ftrength  of  the  argument 
lies.  When  any  meafure  implies  a  flagrant  vio« 
lation  of  reafon  or  of  juftice,  we  are  warranted, 
without  any  breach  of  candour,  to  afcribe  it  to  the 
fmifter  influence  of  party,  to  motives  of  ambition, 
refentment,  or  popularity.  But  at  a  period  remote  . 
from  the  heat  of  fafUon,  where  the  advantages 
and  the  dangers  appear  fo  equally  balanced,  we 
may  fairly  give  the  credit  of  wifdom,  and  the  praife 
of  patriotifm,  to  thofe  who  divided  in  opinion  with 
refpefi  to  the  queftion  of  the  ezcluiion. 

There  were  other  meafures  purfued  by  oppoH*  Reflect*, 
tion  in  the  three  laft  parliaments  of  Charles,  the  ons  upon 
motives  of  which  appear  doubtful,  and  fome  of  ^^^  ^^°- 
them  carry  the  plaineft  fymptoms  of  afa&ious  and  ^nfl^" 
turbulent  fpirit.  the  pr«. 

The  fanguinary  violence  with  which  fucceeding  ceding  pc. 
parliaments  profecuted  the  difcovery  of  the  plot,  "*•• 
their  partiality  to  the  evidence  of  the  moft  infa- 
mous witnefles^  the  artifices  by  which  thefy  propa.^ 
gated  fufpicions  againft  the  innocent,  and  exagge- 
rated the  fears  of  a  credulous  multitude^  have  un» 

I 

*  Grey's  Debates*  toI.  iii.  Lords  Pebsues,  vol.  i.    Pamphlets 
of  the  TifDcs,  particularly  Ftai  Jufiiiia  mat  munJyj.     Dugdale's 
Reply.    The  Cafe  put  conceroiog  the  Succeffion,  by  L*Cilrange.    ^ 
A  (eafonable  Addreis  lo  bo|h  Hoii(es  of  Parliament  concerntog 
the  Succc0io9^ 

fortunately 
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C  H  A  F<£t>rtunately  enabled  the  enemies  oif  the  proteftant 
^^l^-      religion  to  charge  it  with  aits  of  cruelty,  but  Ut- 
^"^^^^^""^  ^^  inferior  to  thofe  atrocious  deeds  which  (lain  tb« 
hiftory  of  the  papal  inquifition. 
'    The  aiTociation  bill,  by  which  the  members  c^ 
both  houfes  became  bound  to  avenge  the  king's 
death,  if  that  event  fhould  happen,  upbn  the  adhe^ 
rents  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  was  a  palpa^ 
ble  a£t  of  injuftice,  inafmuch  as  it  affumed  for  ter« 
tain  an  event  which  was  contingeat,  and  laid  the 
Ibnnd^tion  of  arbitrary  and  of  ill-founded  crimi* 
nation.    Under  the  maik  of  loyalty^  it  provoked 
danger  from  a  new  quarter  )  it  proclaimed  impa<» 
nity  to  the  proteftant  aflaifin,  and  fuggefted  to  the 
bloody  enthufmft  afafe  method^  for  the  iatiating 
of  his  vengeance  againd  that  fed^  wiuch  be  hated 
and  wifhed  to  extirpate. 

If  the  commons  had  omitted  tx>  declare  the  right 
of  the  fub^eft  to  petition  the  throne^  after  that 
right  had'  been   difcouraged  by  the  frowns  and 
prohibited  by  the  proclamation  of  the  king,  tbey 
might  have  been  accufed  of  a  breach  of  truft:  with 
refpe£l  to  the  raoft  important  interefts  of  their 
conftituents.     If  not  fatisfied  with  afcertaining  this 
right,  they  had  confined  their  inqtiiries  and  their 
cenfures  merely  to  their  own  members  who  had 
voted  againft  the  petitions^  they  might  have  ap- 
peared to  unprejudiced  fpedators  to  have  kept 
within  the  trafl  of  a  legal  and  temperate  jurifdic- 
tion.  But  wh^n  they  denounced  vengeance  againft 
perfons  who  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of 
privilege,  when  they  fent  their  mefTengers  into  re- 
mote parts  of  the  country  to  apprehend  perfons  of 
a  private  (Nation,  who,  by  fair  argument,  and  by  an 
open  and  avowed  declaration  of  their  principles, 
had  oppofed  the  Ijate  petuipns,   they    trefpafied 
upon  the  laws  of  moderation  and  of  decency,  and 
afforded  their  enemies  too  folid  ground  for  re- 

tojrting 
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torting  thfe  reproach  of  thai  art)itraty  Tpirit  which  C  H  A  f 
they  afcribed  to  the  coiirt.  ^     V- 

The  refolations  of  the  commons^  formed  in  op-  ^ 
pofitioa  to  the  judgment  given  by  the  lord^,  with 
regard  to  the  right  of  M(hop$  to  vote  in  cafe$  of 
life  and  death,  haft  beeti  ceilfured  a^  an  intrufiorn 
upon  the  jurifdiftion  of  another  court.     If,  how* 
ever,  any  great  national  objeft  had  been  at  (lake, 
the  importtoce  of  the  end,  and  the  purity  of  the 
motive,  might  have  palliated  the  error  of  a  new 
and  over  drained  exertion  of  power ;  but  when  We 
trace  this  meafure  to  the  aflbciated  rerentment  of 
France,  and  of  the  country  party,  bent  upon  the 
deftruftion  of  a  fallen  minifter,  how  mean  and  dif« 
graceful  does  their  condudt  appear ! 

The  zeal  of  the  commons  to  refcue  Fitzharris 
from  a  profecution,  already  commenced  againft 
him  in  the  courts  of  law,  is  not  only  liable  to  the 
fame  cenfure,  as  being  a  prefumptuous  interference 
viith  the  eftablifhed,  conftitutional  forms  of  juf- 
tice,  but  alfo  tending  to  (Irengthen  the  fufpicion  of 
their  having  formed  a  defign  of  employing  him  as 
the  tool  of  corruption,  beft  adapted  to  difturb  the 
tranquillity  of  government. 

If  the  conduct  of  the  country  party  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  fecond  had  appeared  in  every  view 
unexceptionable,  or  even  metitorious  in  the  eye 
of  an  unprejudiced  fpedator,  who  lived  at  thjat 
period,  and  lormed  his  opinion  from  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  fell  under  his  own  immediate  obTerva- 
tion,  yet  the  mod  candid  m  our  own  time,  who 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  jattending  ^o  the  addi* 
tional  information,  and  the  evidence  fairly  colle£b- 
ed  from  records  which  have  been  lately  infpeded, 
cannot  fail  to  fubmit,  however  reludantly,  to  this 
cohclufion,  that  bafe  and  mercenary  motives 
fwayed  the  conduS;  of  many  who  fto6d  in  op|x>ri- 
lion  to  tfee  court,  and  were  enrolled  in  th«  lift  of 

patriots, 
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C  H  A  P.  patriots.  Candoaf  may  difpofe  us  to  fufpend  our 
^*  decifion  with  refpeft  to  the  guilt  of  individuals; 
nor  16  it  confident  with  its  didates,  to  biot,  with 
the  pen  of  a  profligate  ambafiador,  the  names  of 
illuftrious  perfons,  who  were  never  even  fufpeded 
of  a  bafe  or  an  unworthy  aOion'.  But  iUll»  nei- 
ther 

s  Though  the  h€t  be  admitted,  that  the  money  of  France  vu 
accepted  by  many,  of  the  whigs  at  the  fee  of  oppoCtion  to  the 
court,  yet  there  is  (Irong  reafon  to  doaht»  whether  the  goilt  re- 
alty extended  to  all  who  have  been  charged  with  it.  In  the  M 
of  French  penfioners,  pabUfiie4  by  fir  John  Dalryrople,  we  find 
the  names  of  Hambden  and  Sydney.     Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  315- 

The  opinion  of  cotepormaries  was  extremely  faTonraUc  to  the 
charadters  of  Hambden  and  Sydney.  The  latter  was  univerfally 
efteemed  for  integrity  and  honour ;  the  French  ambafllidor  him- 
(elf  gives  him  credit  forthefe  virtaes. 

l^e  charader  of  Barillon»  the  French  ambaffador,  who  dil- 
barfed  the  French  penfions,  was  in  no  view  refpe6lable ;  be  wu 
poor  when  he  came  from  France  into  England,  and  returned  rich 
to  his  own  country.  This  circumflance  alone  naturally  exdtes 
a  fuipicion*  that  he  appropriated,  to  his  own  ufe,  (bme  part  of 
that  money  which  fte  receveid  for  difpenfing  bribes  among  the 
Englifh  members  of  parliament.  It  was  neceflary,  however,  that 
he  ftiould  produce  fuch  a  ftate  of  his  accounts,  as  would  make 
his  receipts  and  di(burfements  correlpond.  He  was  in  this  view 
under  a  manifeft  temptation,  to  pot  down  the  names  of  perfons 
who  did  not  reallj^  receive  money  from  him ;  a  fraud  was  not 
likely  to  be  inveiligated  or  deteded.  As  Sydney  and  Hambdeo 
intrigued  with  him  to  prevent  England  from  entering  into  a  war 
with  France,  it  would  be  more  eauly  believed  that  they  accepted 
of  money,  as  a  compenfation  for  their  fervices.  When  chefe  cir- 
cnraftances  are  candidly  confidered,  and  the  charaders  of  Syd- 
ney and  Barillon  compared,  it  feems  &r  more  probable  that  the 
latter  would  maintain  a  felfehoody  than  that  the  former  would  rs- 
ceive  the  wages  of  corruption. 

The  lae  dtfeovery  of  this  tranfadion  is  a  circumftance  whiuh 
invalidates  ita  authority.  I'he  trial  of  Sydney  was  particularly 
cited  afrer  the  reroltttioii,  as  an  example  of  the  violence  aud  fe- 
verity  of  government  in  tlxe  reign  of  Charles  the  (ecood,  and  as 
an  indeliUe  alperfion  upon  tbe  charaAer  of  the  duke  of  York ; 
who  had,  at  that  period,  a  priucipal  fway  in  the  adminiflration  of 
alBairs.  Both  Lewis  and  James  were  abundantly  dilpofed  to 
inakc  known  every  tranfaftioa  and  circumftancei  tesdipie  to  ca. 

Tumniat^ 
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ther  the  h&  itfelf,  nor  the  conclufion  drawn  from  CHAP, 
it,  can  be  evaded.    The  money  of  France  was  ,^^^ 
profiifely  diftributed  among  the  members  of  the  ^^"^^ 
country  party,  and  deep  corruption  mud  have 
fomewhere  esdfted  among  thofe  who  derived  af« 
fiibmce  from  fuch  bafe  and  fuch  criminal  means. 

iomniate  the  meinoryofdic  pairiots.  It  is  not  eafy  to  coocei?e. 
iiow  a  ctrcamAaooey  fo  material  10  Aain  the  charadler  of  Svdney, 
froQid  harr  r/caped  die  knowledge  of  James,  'when  he  reuded  at 
the  coun  of  France;  or,  if  it  did  come  to  his  knowledge,  how 
he  Iboald  have  omitted  to  mention  it  in  his  Life* 

To  the  charaaer  of  lord  Rnflel,  Barillon  himfelf  gives  the  fol- 
lowing tcftimooy :  **  T^at  when  he  was  ready  to  diftribute  a 
^  confidcrable  Aim  in  the  parliament,  to  prevail  with  it  to  re&fe 
^  any  money  for  the  war  with  France,  and  folicited  him  to  name 
**  the  peribns  that  might  be  gained,  lewd  Rnflel  replied,  that  he 
'*  Aionld  be  forty  to  have  any  commerce  with  perlons  capable  of 
'*  being  gained  by  money;"  and  he  adds,  what  indeed  throws  a 
tme  light  upon  that  myfterioas  interconrfe  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  patriots  and  the  French  agents,  **  that  lord  Ruflel  was 
^  pleafed  to  fee  that  there  was  no  nrivate  onderftaoding  between 
'*  Lewis  and  the  king  of  England  jo  hurt  their  confiitutioDi 
Dalrymple,  An.  p.  1 33. 

Lord  Ruflei  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Sydney,  and  affiiciated 
with  him  in  political  councils.  Is  it  probable*  that  he  wonid 
have  given  his  friendlhip  and  confidence  to  a  man  who  received 
fire  hundred  guineas  as  a  bribe  from  France;  or,  that  fuch  a 
drcumftance,  if  true,  fhould  have  efcaped  his  notice  ?  See  !»• 
trodudios  to  Lady  Roffel'sLcttcra. 


/'-     '■    .  '     .     CHAP. 
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les  enters  intd  a  Ptew  Treaty  with  France. ^^Remains  na 
tral  while  Lewis  breaks  the  Peace  of  Nlmigutn  — Barih 
intrigues  with  the  Leaders  of  Opf^sfijian. — Tie  Inter cji 
the  Duke  of  Tork  retwes.^^fifhenct  of  the  H^igs  in  t 
Citf0f  London  -^/Ittempts  of  the  Ceurt  to  gain  the  El 
tion  •/  il>e  Sherifs  in  the  Qty  ^^VioUnt  Mtafures  f^r  ti 
End:  -^S^o  fyarrantos.-^Timidity  and  Suhmijion  of  t 
People  '-^Dete^ioH  efa  Con/piracy  ^rteinouw  t$  the  Irki 
'-^The  Court  triumphant. --^^Diotb  emd  Ckars^er 
Charles.'^'-Rejli^ipmf , 

CHAP 

VI.    '  T^ROM  the  diffolution  of  the  laft  patliamcnt 

*— ^r-^  Jj    Charles,  the  influence  of  oppofition  began  i 

1681.    declitic,  and  at  laft  funk,  ahnoft  without  anyho| 

J^^'^P' o(  z  Ttvivzl,  under  the  triumphant  power  of  rt 

oppofition  crown.     The  caufes  which  contributed  to  th 

declines,    event  were  many  and  obvious. 

Caufes  of      The  more  fober  part  of  the  nation,  fatiaced  wit 

this.         the  profufion  of  blood,  fhed  in   profecudon  ( 

thofe  who  were  fufpefted  of  the  popifh  plot,  bega 

now  to  repent  of  the  cruelties  into  which  they  h2 

been  precipitated.     They  revolted  with  indign; 

tion  from  thofe  perfons  who  had  abufed  their  coi 

fiJence  and  zeal,  by  rendering  them  fubfervicnt 

their  private  fchemes  of  ambition  and  of  rcfeni 

ment.     The  natural  feelings  of  the  man,  thou^ 

their  aftion  may  be  fufpended  by  the  tranfiem  prj 

valence  of  paflTion,  will  ever  and  anon  recur,  ai^ 

no  political  fyftem,  erefted  in  oppofition  to  tbenj 

wiU  be  attended  with  fuccefs, 

Th 
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Tke  l^^at  apd  fermeat  with  which  the  nation  CHAP* 
vas  agitated  during  the  canvas  far  eleftiqns,  and  ^  Y^j:  ^ 
while  qtieftion«)  wnich  affedted  the  interefl:  of  par-     |^|^ 
des,  were  depending  in  parKament,  appeared  to 
many  a  more  intolerable  grievance,  than  the  word 
deds  they   had  experienced  from  the  arbitrary 
exertions  of  prerogative. 

The  unexpeded  firmnefs  of  the  king,  in  adher* 
ing  to  his  brother,  difcouraged   the  timid,  while 
the  conceflions  he  offered  with  apparent  fymptoms 
of  fincerity,  gained  upon  the  moderate  part  of  the    ^ 
nation.  ,  i  he  charafter  of  Charles  for  good  nature, 
and  the  point   of  affedion,  the  only  thing  he  re«- 
fufed  to  yield  to  the  importunity  of  the  commons, 
excited  the   fympathy  and  compaflton  of  many, 
who  ftood  unconnected  with  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties.     Royalty  feemed  to  be  fallen  into  a 
lamentable  condition,  when  the  king  condefcended 
to  appeal  to  the  humanity  and  reafon  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  and  to  implore  their  mediation,  to  compofe 
thoTe  difputes   which   embroiled   the  nation,  and 
deprived  him  of  thdir  confidence  and  of  domeftic 
repofc.     Immediately  after  the  diffolution  of  the  g^  AtfiL 
Oxford  parliament^  a  declaration  was  published  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  complaining  of  the  info- 
lent  and  faftious  fpirit  of  the  three  preceding  par- 
Kaments,  and  retorti!;ig  upon  them  thofe  violations 
of  law  and  juftice,  with  which  they  arraigned  the 
court  \    The  infinuating  flyte  of  this  declaration, 
the  faimefs  it  profefled,  and  the  very  circumftance 
of  the  time   of  reading  it,  after   public  worfhip, 
when  the  minds  of  the  audience  were  foftened  by 
derotion,  and  prepared  by  exhortations  favourable 
to  its  influence,  produced  a  fudden  and  powerful 
cffeflk,  in  gaining  over  profelytesto  the  royal  party  j 

'  SuieTra^s,  Tcmp-  Car.  vol.  ii. 

.and 
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X  H  A  P.  andin  difieminatiog  unfavourable  prejudices  againft 

^y^l^  their  opponents*. 

\^^  The  ableft  and  the  mod  fteady  partizans  of  op- 
pofition  loft  much  of  their  authority,  when  de- 
prived of  parliamentarv  pre-eminence,  and  re- 
duced to  the  level  of  private  citizens.  Nor  wash 
to  be  ezpe&ed,  that,  in  a  folitary  and  difperfed 
fituation,  they  could  maintain  that  ardour  of  pa- 
triotifm  and  that  boldnefs  of  defign,  which  had 
been  cheriihed  and  invigorated  by  the  fympatby 
and  applaufe  of  a  congenial  multitude. 

Want  of  fuccefs  is  often  imputed  as  demerit  to 
the  political  adventurer.  When  the  members  of 
parliament  returned  to  their  conftituents  without 
the  fruits  they  had  promifed,  tbey  were  expofed 
to  cenfure  for  their  temerity  aQd  confidence,  in 
having  excited  expectations  which  they  were  un- 
able  to  gratify.  Had  they  afted  with  greater  mo- 
deration and  prudence,  they  might  have  procured 
fome  folid  and  lafting  advantage  to  the  conftitu- 
tion ;  but  now  they  had  left  it  in  a  worfe  conditi- 
on, dian  that  in  which  they  bad  found  it ' .  Before 
contending  armies  have  come  to  aftion,  the  fur- 
rounding  multitudes  prudently  wiih  to  maintain  a 
neutrality:  but  the  moment  vidory  has  declared 
itfelf,  they  predpitantly  rufli  to  the  triumphant 
ftandard.  llie  late  ftruggles  of  parliament,  how- 
ever oftentatious  and  fpirited,  now  baffled  and  dif- 
appointed,  only  ferved  to  augment  the  power  and 
triumph  of  the  crown.  Addrefles,  of  congratu- 
lation, and  of  thanks,  to  the  king  for  difimffing 
his  parliament,  were  prefented  by  many  of  the 
counties  and  corporations,  not  excepting  thofe, 
which  had  fhown  the  moft  forward  zeal  in  fupport- 
ing  the  exclulion^. 

»  Echard. 

'  Periodical  Publications. 

«  Ralph,  YoL  i.  p.  592.    Somers,  vol:  yIi.  p.  3x8. 
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Meaavhik,  another  treaty  with  France  admi*CHAP« 
niftered  fubiiftence  to  the  Englifli  monarch,  and  ,  -J*  _| 
was  requited  by  the  neutrality,  with  which  Char*    i68i. 
\esy  regardlefs  of  his  engagements  to  Spain,  be-  Char]^ 
held  the  ufurpations  of  Lewis  upon  the  continent'.  «n*«»i«» 
The  peace  of  Nimiguen  afforded  but  a  traniient  xrem 
hope  of  tranquillity  to  the  parties,  whofe  interefts  with 
it  had  been  intended  to  proteft,  and  the  very  dif-  FVanc^ 
cuflion  of  the  terms  upon  which  it  had  been  formed,  '^  ^P^ 
added  new  evidences  of  the  treacherous  artifice 
and  reftlefs  ambition  of  Lewis  ^.    His  commiffio- 
ners,  who  met  with  thofe  of  the  allies  at  Cambray 
after  the  peace,  in  order  finally  to  regulate  all  the 
difputes  about  limitations,  brought  forward,  under 
the  vague  title  of  dep^idencies,  the  (moil  eactrava^ii' 
gaat  claims  upon  Spain  and  upon  the  Emperor^. 

Military 

<  This  treaty  was  tranfaded  on  the  ift  April  1681,  and  was 
not  even  committed  to  writiofi.  The  terms  of  it  were,  that 
Charles  fliould  difengage  hirolelf  from  the  alliance' with  Spaii^: 
that  be  (h^uld  either  not  call  a  parliamenti  or  prevent  it  from 
taking  any  meafures  again  ft  France  :  that  he  (hould  receive  a  pea- 
fion  of  two  millions  of  crowns  from  France  for  one  year^  and 
five  hundred  thoufand  for  two  years  after.  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p, 
301.  This  feems  to  be  the  fame  treaty  which  is  mentioned  m 
the  Life  of  James  1681.  Extract  vii.  though  the  terms  of  it  are 
reprelented  as  fomewhat  different. 

*  Reflexions  fur  la  Regne  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  161 -2. 

'  France  claimed  thegreateft  part  of  thedutchy  of  Luxem« 
Surghy  as  belonging  to  the  dutchy  of  Mentz :  ihe  demanded 
C^nay  from  Spain  with  all  its  dependencies  ;  under  the  fame 
iode€nitc  title  flie  claimed  Allace  and  Little  Brabant :  ihe  datmed 
Straib^rg  as  the  capiul  of  Alface,  and  prevailed  upon  the  magif- 
tratca,  ty  bribery,  to  deliver  it  into  her  hands  00  the  4oth  &p« 
tember  1681.  ihusi  when  the  claim  of  right  was  confated»  by 
observing  :hat  Straiburg  had  been  excepted  in  the  anides  of 
peace  as  a  Tree  city,  France  reforted  to  this  plea,  that,  as  a  free 
cny,  it  wa?  entitled  to  chufe  its  own  mafter.  At  the  fame  time 
(Sf>;4.  i6di)  a  French  garrifon  entered  CaiTely  the  capital  of 
Moocferrat,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  with  the  duke  of  Mantua, 
voder  whofc  fovereignty  it  was ;  but  as  a  fief  of  the  empire 
it  could  not  be  traosferred  without  the  emperor's  conient. 
Vamiions  de  la  Mooarcb^e  Francoife,  torn  iv.   p.  248. 

Thde 
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CHAP.  Military  prepi[rations  were  ftUl  carried ofi  with  W- 
i^y):^f  f  emitted  indultry  in  Prance,  and  there  was  reafoB 
i68u    ^9  fuipa£t»  that,  by  her  imrigues,  (he  was  (tirriog 
up  the  malecoatents  againd  the  etaperor  in  Hun* 
gary*.     The  prioce  of  Orange,  who,  ^poa   the 
fi>refight  of  the  treachery  of  France^  had  ftrenu- 
26th  July,  otifly  oppofed  the  peace,  now  camp  over  to  Eng- 
land, to  folicit  his  uncle  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  Spain,  Germany,  and  Holland,  in  order  to 
give  ,a  check  to  the  encroachments  of  Lewi^.     The 
perfonal  application  of  the  prince  wa^  enforced  by 
ifae  intreaties  of  the  ambafladors  of  Spain  and  of 
the  emperor,  and  by  the  engagements  he  had  en- 
tered into  with  the  former,  feGonded  by  the  known 
Remains  -inclinations  of  his   people  and  the  advice  of  fome 
Dcatrai      of  his  minifters**.    The  part  which  Charles  aded 
while        V9?^  hypocritical  and   evafive  :  he  openly  remon- 
if  ^k*  h  ^^^^^^  againft  the  encroachments  of  France  :  he 
peace  of  *^  ^^^^  promifed  the  Dutch  and  the  Spaniilh  ambaf* 
NimigoeD.  fadors  to  call  a  parliament  and  to  join  in  the  con- 
federacy ;  while  he  fecretly  intimated  to  France, 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  performing  thefe  pro- 
mifes'  ""•     He  was  guilty  of  ftill  greater  duplicity. 
It  was  agreed  upon  between  Charles   and  Lewis, 
that  the  latter  (hould  propofe  to  refer  the  difpute 
between  him  and  Spain,  to  the  arbitration  of  Char- 
les.    The  court  of  Spain,  fufpicious  of  the  inti- 
mate connexion  between  Lewis  and  Charles,  re« 

Theft  claims  of  France  far  excce<led  what  Charles  underflood 
to  be  inciaded  in  the  late  treaty  made  with  Lewis.     He   was 

Scatly  alarmed  by  them,  not  from  any  refped  to  the  intereft  of 
e  allies,  but  becaufe  he  dreaded  the  difcontencs  of  his  people, 
which  might  bring  him  under  the  neceffity  of  calling  a  parliament 
He  renion  ft  rated  vehemently  againft  Lewis  for  fcizing  Luxem 
bargh,  but  was  pacified  by  receiving  a  million  of  livres.  Dal' 
r3rmple,  Ap.  p.  15.  and  20,  ai. 

•  Raijphy  vol  i.  p.614. 

•  Ibicf.  vol.  it. 

'^  Dalrymple,  Ap,  to.part  i(^,  p.  15.  aod  aOy  &e* 

jfufed 
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fufed  to  acquiefce  ia  the  propofed  arbitration.  CHAP. 
Lewis  made  this  a  pretext  for  farther  encroach-  X^L^ 
ments  upon  the  Spanifli  provinces  :  Charles  com-  ,681. 
plained  that  he  was  ill-ufed  by  the  diftruft  of  that 
court,  and  made  it  a  reafon  for  withholding  his 
affiftance*  '•  '  The  conduct  of  Charles  was,  per- 
haps, at  no  former  period  more  open  to  cenfure, 
on  account  of  his  duplicity  and  his  mean  fubjedion 
to  the  fchemes  and  politics  of  France.  What  a 
farourable  opportunity  did  the  leaders  of  the  po*^ 
pular  party  now  enjoy,  for  roufmg  the  fpirit  of  the 
nation  ?  How  eafy  would  it  have  bt^en,  to  have 
ezpofed  the  hypocrify  of  Charles's  renonilrances 
againft  the  encroachments  of  France  ?  How  dif- 
graceful  to  the  king  and  the  nation,  the  contempt 
with  which  Ftance  treated  them  ? 

The  crafty  Barillon  was  aware  of  this  danger,  Barjllon 
and  with  great  addrefs   provided  againft  it.  '  He  ^^H^^^ 
ftiU  cultivated  a  correfpondence  with  the  popular  leaders  of 
party*  *.     He  amufed  patriotic  hopes,  and  feemed  oppofuiooj 
to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  a  propofal,  made  by 
fome  of  the  whigs,  to  fecure  thepoffeffion  of  Lux- 
cmburgh,    provided  a   parliament  was   called''. 
The  refult   of   thefe   meafures   was,    that,    after 
France  had  obtained  every  thing  (he  wanted,  a 

« «  Ibid. 

'*    Ibid,  pan  ii,  p.  31  2  3,  and  78  9, 

'  '  Thcfe  offers  were  propofed  by  Montague,  in  the  name  of 
hi«  party.  Barillon,  in  a  letter  to  Lewis,  juliifics  the  propriety 
«f  continuing  his  intrigues  with  the  popular  party,  from  the  fol- 
lowing coiGJer«it  ions:  that,  if  he  had  difcontinued  them,  the 
popular  party  in  England  would  have  fuf|)cdcd  ihe  re-union  of 
Charles  with  France  :  that  they  would  have  joined  with  Holland, 
and  made  a  coalition  of  parties  at  home,  with  a  view  of  com- 
pelling the  king  to  call  a  par!ian:t:nr,  ard  10  enter  into  awir 
with  France,  Oalrympic,  Ap.  p.  32.  But  though  thcie  is 
little  donbt  that  Montague  made  fuch  offers,  yet  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  his  baring  the  authority  of  his  party  fur  doing  fo. 

M  truce 
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C  HA  Ptrucc  was  agreed  to,  between  her  and  the  alius, 
^^-      for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years '  *. 

From  the  diirolution  of  the  Oxford  parliament, 
the  intcreft  of  the  duke  of  York  began  to  revive, 
and,  at  laft,  attained  to  an  uncontrolled  afcendancy 
in  direfting  public  nie;afures.     The  treaty  between 
rclTorthe  ^^^  brother  and  France  was  forwarded  by  his  zeal 
duke  of    and  aftivity.     He  left  Scotland,  and  returned  to 
York  re-   the  court,  where  he  fupported  the  intereft  of  France, 
▼ives.       tjy  diffuading  his  brother  from  complying  with  the 
folicitations  of  the  allies'  \    The  intereft  of  the 
duke  was  feconded  by  the  dutchefs  of  Portfmouth, 
lo  whom  he  was  now  reconciled,  by  the  mediation 
of  lord  Sunderland,  and  by  ihe  duke  of  Ormond, 
who  was  detained  in  England  with  a  view  of  fup- 
porting  the  meafures  of  the  court*  ^.     The  duke 
.  of  York  refumed  his   feat   in   the  privy  council, 
and  was  afterwards  reftored  to  the  head  of  the  ad- 
miralty.    The  only  check  to  his  influence  at  this 
time,  feems  to  have  arifen  from  lord  Halifax,  who, 
on  account  of  his  fervices  in  the  cxclufion,  was 
tiiken  into  the  privy  council,  and  afterwards  made 
privy  feal.     Lord  Halifax  was  a  friend  to  moderate 
counlels :  he  advifcd  the  king  to  fend  the  duke  of 
York  into  Scotland,  to  call  a  new  parliament,  and 
tt)  t;ikc  new  mcal'ures  againft  France,  in  order  to 
rtrcorcile  the  popular  party  to  the  court' ".     Lord 
l;cchefter  oppoled  the  opinions  of  Lord  Halifax  in 
the  privy  council,  and   was  underftood  to  be  en- 
,  tirely  devoted  to  the  intereft,  and  to  the  meafures, 
of  the  duke  of  York.     Not  onlv  a  difa^reement 
in  fentimcnr,  but  a  keen  animofity,  marked  the 
oppofition  between  Halifax  and  Rocheftcr.     The 


»♦  Life  of  William,  vol.  i.  p.  120. 

»  5  l.ife  of  James  16S1-2 

'*  Lilln*   Oimor.d,  vol.  ii. 

»7  Temple,  vol.  i    p.  461. 
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formfer  accufed  the  latter  of  unwarrantable  profu-  CHAP, 
fion,  and  of  abufe   of  his  truft,  in  the   office  of     ^^• 
treafurer ;  but  he  was  prevented  by  the  irtterpofi-  ^^f^ 
tion  of  the  king,  from  proceeding  to  the  invefti- 
gation  of  evidence,  in  fupport  of  this  charge* '. 

Arfiidft  the  career  of  profperity  in  which    the^^^^J^^"" 
court  was  advancing,  it  was  ftili  expofed  to  fre-  ^higs  in 
quent  checks  and  mortifications,  from  the  prevail-  th:  city 
ing  influence  of  the  whigs  in  the  metropolis.     As  °^  Lon- 
a  great  proportion  of  criminal  caufes  was  brought      * 
forward  within  the  diftricl  of  the  city  of  London, 
an  immenfe  influence  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
fheriflPs,  to  whole   oflice  it  belonged  to  make  out 
the  lift  of  juries'  **.     In  the  tumult  and  the  con- 
tention of  parties,  fubfilHng  among  a  free  people, 
it  would  require  a  very   nice  fele <:tion,  to  find  any 
confiderable   number   of  men,  who   have   either 
difcernment  or  moderation  to  preferve  that  cool 
and  unbiafled   frame  of  mind,  ^which  is  effential 
to  a  pure  decifion,  in  any  caufe,  ever  fo  remotely 
connefted  with  fubjefts  of  political  controverfy. 
The  court  complained   of  the  partiality  of  juries, 
and  fuftained  tbe  moft  mortifying  difappointment, 
by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlefex   having  returned 
their  verdift  of  ignoramus,  upon  an  indiclment 
prefented  agaiiift  the  earl  of  iJhaftibury*''.    Un- No?.  24111. 
M  2  lefs 

'  *   Ralph.  Dilrymple,  A  p. 

'♦   Somcrs's  OMcS'i'tn^  vol.  1.  p.    196. 

^°  The  princijM!  ani<l'.s  charged  againll  lord  Shafifbury  were  : 
iImc  he  had  been  tnga^^cd  in  railing"  a  milir.try  force  iig:iinft  the 
Ir-nj :  and  thaf  there  w^is  found  in  his  fludy,  the  copy  of  an  af- 
lociation  againll  governnunt.  TliC  violent  refenrment  of  the 
C'luri  againft  Shaft fjun'  opf  rated  to  the  difappoinimenr  of  its 
oHjs.'(^  ;  and  this  probably  would  hAvc  been  the  cafe,  though  rhc 
••.'•'ges  had  bcf*n  lefs  p;irtial  to  him  than  they  really  wcfc.  It 
v'.*scvjclen!,  that  great  induflry  and  aidrcfs  had  been  emplwyrd 
h''  t'^e  court,  jn  order  to  procure  evidcnc^^  againlt  him.     Some  o^  \ 

the  witncflls  were  of  a  fufpidons  chamcUT,  and    fome   of  the  ' 

things 
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CHAP  lefs  the  fheriffg  were  gained  over  to  its  i&tef  eflj^  k 
^y^|[^  was  irapoflible  that  it  could  afford  that  proteclioa 
1681.    ^^  friends,  or  accompliih  that  refemment  againft 
enemies,  which  were  neceffary  to  encourage  boldet 
^  efforts  in  the  former,  and  to  overawe  and  reprefii 
the  fecret  cabals  and  intrigues  of  the  latter*** 
^r^^^        In  order  to  accompliih  this  important  acquifitioits 
court  to     Ae  court  having  fecured  the  friendihip  of  fir  John 
•gaif>tb€    Moor,  who  was  then  mayor,  infligated  him  to 
ckaion  of  claim  as  his  right,  what  had  hitherto  been  confi- 
•iuhc^city  d®^^^  ^^  ^  voluntary  condefcenfion   on  the  part  of 
June         the  livery.     Though  the  charter  of  the  city  vetted 
1682.       the  eleftion  of  both  the  iheriffs  in  the  common- 
hall,  yet  it  had  been  their  ufual  praftice  to  ele&, 
as  one  of  them,  that  perfon,  whofe  health  ha4 
been  drank  by  the  lord  mayor,  in  token  of  hia  in- 
clinations and  recommendation.     From  this  pre- 
^  cedent  it  was  inferred,  that,  by  the  terms  of  the 
charter,  no  more  could  be  intended,  than  to  re* 
ferve  to  the  common  hall  the  privilege  of  approv- 
ing and  confirming  the  choice  of  the  mayor*  *. 
Violent         ^^  ^^^  ^^^  matter  in  difpute  between  the  mayor 
nieafures   2Lnd  the  livery  appeared  of  a  doubtful  nature,  and 
for  that     afibrded  fcope  for  plaufible  arguments  in  behalf  of 
^^^-         both  the  contending  parties.  Subfequent  meaJfures, 
encouraged  by   the  court,  and   purfued   by    the 
mayor,  were  indecent   violations  of  order,  and 
deep  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  the  livery. 
He  adjourned  the  eledion,  contrary  to  form,  and 
not  only  refufed  to  luftain  the  poll,  which  was  tu- 

tliings  attcfttd  by  them  extremely  improbable.  The  convcrfation 
and  the  exprcflions  afciibed  to  lord  Shafiibury  were  quite  out  of 
claracter.  Tlere  ilill  remained  evidence  enough,  if  not  for 
convicting  lord  .Shafiibury,  yet  for  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
trial.  Nctwithfianding  this  the  jury  retumfd  a  vcrdift  of  ^i^no- 
mtrusf  thij  term  ufed  when  they  think  the  evidence  too  weak  10 
jtOify  them  in  finding  the  bill.  State  Trials,  voL  iii. 
Life  of  lord  Keeper  North, 
Life  of  Sir  Dudley  North.     Kennct. 

tnultuoully 


%. 


X    I 


POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,   &c.  i6j 

multuoufly  carried  on  after  adjournment,  but,  C  H  A  t^ 
with  arbitrary  refolution,  to  admit  any  to  vott  ^JLj 
upon  a  future  poll  who  would  not  previoufly  con-  ,55,.^^ 
font  to  his  nomination*'.  The  reftridlion  was 
agreed  to  only  by  the  friends  of  the  king,  and  ter- 
minated in  the  appointment  of  two  (heriffs,  de- 
voted to  his  wiflies  and  interefts.  What  a  dange- 
rous acquifition  to  the  influence  of  miniftry  f 
From  the  power  of  modelling  juries,  what  had  not 
its  enemies  to  fear  ?  It  foon  appeared,  that  their 
mod  dreadful  apprehenfions  were  neither  imagi- 
nary nor  exaggerated.  The  conduct  of  the  court 
indicated  a  deliberate  refolution,  not  only  of  aveng- 
ing the  oppofition  it  had  already  received  from 
the  whigs,  but  alfo  of  extinguifliing  their  future 
influence  under  the  authority  of  law.  Not  only 
deeds,  upon  which  a  trealonable  conitrudion  was 
put  by  a  forced  interpretation  of  the  ftatute,  were 
called  in  queftion,  but  expreflions,  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  common  converfation,  incurred  the  im- 
plication of  criminal  intent.  Publication^  difref*  , 
pe&ful  to  the  duke  of  York,  fentences  in  fermong 
derogatory  to  the  prerogative,  and  attelted  upon 
the  recolleftion  of  prejudiced  hearers,  were  now 
puniflied  with  unmerci'ul  feverity**.  The  moft 
cruel  vengeance  fell  on  thofe  who  had  been  adtive 
a^ainflthe  mayor  in  the  contention  about  the  elec* 
tion  of  flierifl"s  ;  exorbitant  fines  were  exacted ; 
minifterial  agents  went  about  from  place  to  place 
collefting  grounds  of  accufation  '  ;  and  now  it 
was,  that  the^  king  let  loofe  the  laws  a^aind  the 
diflenters,  and  not  only  forfeited  all  claim  to  the 
principles  of  toleration  whith  he  had  formerly  pro* 
iefled,  but,    to  that   lenity   of  difpofition,  which 


«  Kerfift. 

»*  Sm^  Trials,  I'^H.  "^  Ibid. 


the 


i66  THE     HISTORY    OF 

CHAP. the  partiality  of  the   nation  had  afcribed  to  him, 
^^^yii^    notwithftanding  the  harlh   complexion  of  many 
i682-3-  public  rocafures^^. 

There  were,  however,  various  circumftances 
which  appeared  to  endanger  the  retention  of  thefe 
acquifitions,  lately  fallen  into  the  fcale  of  preroga- 
tive, and  which  fummoned  the  utmoll  exertion  of 
miniRerial  fagacity,  to  enfure  the  permanent  and 
undiftuibtd  tranquillityof  the  prince.  The  bounty 
of  France  was  precarious,  and  inadequate  to  the 
cxpences  of  the  court  of  Engiand  \  I  he  ceo- 
nomy  and  retrenchments  whicb  theneceffit)  of  his 
affairs  demanded,  were  irkfomc  and  mortifying  to 
Charles,  addifled  to  indolencfe,  and  immerfed  in 
extravagant  pleafure.  The  nation,  attached  to  li- 
berty and  theconftitution,  would  never  be  brought 
to  endure,  with  patience,  the  total  fuppreflion  of 
parliaments.  The  royal  declaration,  which  had 
contributed  fo  much  to  Munt  the  edge  of  party 
fpirit,  had  been  more  acceptable  to  the  people, 
becaufe  it  pn^teffed  a  refpett  to  the  authority  of 
parliaments,  and  mii;bt  be  urged  as  an  obligation 
upon  the  king  to  return  to  them.  It  was  prudent 
to  forefce  this  contin^,ency,  and  to  provide  ap^ainft 
it:  if  the  king  could  not  lay  aficle  pailiaments 
altogether,  it  became  neceffary  to  de\i-e  fomepli^n 
to  change  their  complexion,  and  to  rtnder  thcni 
mora  gentle  and  more  fubmiflive  to  hh  will. 
Quo  war-  trom  thele  reflexions,  arofe  the  audiicioas  po- 
ranios.  licy  of  wrefting  their  prefent  charters  put  of  the 
hands  of  the  corporation  ,  in  order  to  new  model 
thtm  by  fuch  rcilriclious,  as  mi;:;hf  render  their 
members,  elected  to  ferve  in  future  parliaments, 

«*   Kenncf. 
I        '^  It  is  afTcned,  that  the   court   of  France  difccntinued  the 
payn).^ni  of  Lhaiies's   j^enfion,  bccaufc    he   rclta feci  lard  U^nhy 
iiovn  imprifonmem  ;  a  (hiking  inltance  of  the  ratanntis  and  in- 
fl^xlb2iity  of  her  rcfeotmcot. 

entirely 
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entirely  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  the  crown*'. 
The  firft  experiment  of  this  plan  was  executed 
againft  the  city  of  London.  A  quo  warranto  \\as  •  ,^83. 
iflued  againft  f.e common-council:  frivolous  irre-  izihjune. 
gularities,  and  even  the  juii  and  commendHble 
cxercife  of  their  power  in  forming  bye-laws  adapted 
to  the  intereft  and  the  convenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, were  urged  to  infer  a  legal  forfeiture  of  their 
charter.  The  city  firlt  ftood  upon  its  defence,  but 
afterwards,  difcomfited  by  a  fentence  in  the  king's 
bench,  and  wrought  upon  by  threats  and  promifes, 
furrendered  its  franchiles  into  the  hands  ot  the 
king*' 

Thefe  arbitrary  proceedings  were  not  confined 
to  the  city  of  L>ondon,  whole  violence  had  ex- 
pofed  them  to  the  cenfure  of  men  of  moderate 
principles.  Quo  warrantos  were  iifued  by  the 
crown  lawyers  againlt  many  of  the  corporations  of 
the  boroughs  in  ilngland.     Intimidated  by  the  fate 

*«  Kcnnct. 

**  VV  hilc  the  difpute  with  London  was  depending,  fome  of 
theboreughs  made  a  voluutary  furrcndcr  of  their  cluiteis. 

As  the  judgment  paiTtd  againft  tiie  city  was  not  imnifdiately 
recorded,  the  common-council  preltnied  aj>eution  to  iiic  kini:, 
expreiBng  a  deep  fenfe  of  their  oitlMices,  and  promidng  future 
loyalty  and  obedience :  upon  which  the  clianerof  the  csty  WdS 
rertorcd,  with  regulations,  wliich,  in  tfitttt  veiled  the  cijv^u 
with  a  negative  upon  the  choice  ot  tlic  mi.yjr  and  ihenfii. 
Lchard. 

The  chief  ju/lice  Saunders  had  the  perufal  of  .ill  the  indii5l- 
ments   and  the   informations,  prefentd    at  the    ii.:bnce  of  ine 
crown,  in  the  ca(cs  of  the  quo  warrantos.     Life  of  Lord  Kcc^tr  ' 
North,  p.  225. 

'I  he  perfon  who,  in  the  lad  year   of  Charles,  hcA  il.t  princi- 
pJdire^ion  in  the  law  department,  was  fir  Francis  WuiUi,  made 
cr^inccl lor  after  thedcrutn  of  the  earl   of  Notiif'^i.  r.i  "    He  j»ji- 
f.lTcd  very  confid-rable  abilities,  and   thoiik,}i  \,iyjity   .utrt^'l.td  10  ^  • 
the  court,  d».I  not    C/nne^    himfclf  with   any  ui  il.e  n.!.»i(!eir,  » 

but  proK-fTvdto  led  his  myritand  importance  upon  ilic  iei,>v:<ic  he 
Ih.wtdio  the  Jaws  and  to  the  cooihiutioD.  Kai^  t;,  vuJ.  i.  p. 
70S. 

.    and 
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CHAP,  and  the  example  of  the  capital,  they  were  etm^ 
^^^y^;;^^  tent  to  refign  their  privileges,  and  to  receive  thcfli 
'     i6S3.    ^K^^^  ^^  ^  fa\four  from  the  crown,  mutilated  and 
circumfcribed,.for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  its 
influence,  in   future   cledions,  paramount  to  all 
internal  oppofuion  from  the  members  of  the  cor* 
poration-  °, 
TJ  iditv       While  we  execrate  that  arbitrary  fpirit  which 
and  {Wu     trampled  upon  the  very  forms  of  law,  we  nauft  at 
mini,    of  the  fame  time  defpife  that  abjeft  timidity,  which 
thcpco-     jjQ^  only  reftrained  the  corporations  from  a  manly 
^^^  and  becoming  refiftance,  but  rendered  them  accef- 

fary  to  their  own  difgrace,  and  to  the  deftrudion 
of  national  liberty.     Where  now  is  that  nobie  fpi- 
'  rit  of  patriotifm,  which,  with  unwearied  circum^ 
fpedion,  watched   every   avenue  of  danger,  and 
caught  alarm  at  the  mod  diftant  approach  of  ty^ 
ranny  ?  Never  was  there  a  louder  call,  nor  a  juf- 
ter  caufe   for  refifting,  with   fortitude  and  obfti* 
nacy,  the  meafures  of  the  court,  than  when  Char- 
les, by  exacting  from  the  corporations  the  fqrren- 
der  of  their  privileges,  made  fuch  an  undifguifed 
and  outrageous  attack  upon  the  fences  of  liberty 
and  tlie  conftitution.     Seldom  had  there  been  any 
opportunity  of  refiftance,  when  it  was  encouraged 
by  a  more  promifing  profpeft  of  fuccefs.     In  the 
quellion  concerning  the  exclufion,  juftice  and  ex- 
pediency feemed  to  interfere :  whatever  might  be 
theiiTue  of  ihat  queftion,  the  danger  arifmgfrom 
it  ap^  eared  immenfe  and  unavoidable  ;  and  it  was 
only,  after  an  interval  of  fufpence  and  uncertainty, 
that  the  cautious   mi  d   could  be  brought  to  any 
determination  what   to  prefer.     But  here  was  an 
obvious   violation   of   right  ;    a   long   connected 
train   of  dangers   prefenied  itfelf  to  the  eye-    If 


'•  EcharcL 
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the  firanchifes  of  the  boroughs  were  invaded  with-  C  H  A  P- 
out  a  ftroggie,  might  not  the   precedent  be  ap-  ,^^^^^ 

!>lied  with  equaf  propriety  to  the  change,  or  the      ,^g- 
imitation,  of  the  rights  of  the  freeholders  ?  What 
was  the  difference  between  .a  king  who  reigned 
without  the  name  of  a  parliament  or  the  reftigeof 
control,  and  a  king  who  reigned  over  a  parliament^ 
compofed  of  members,  named   and  chofen  by  his 
command  ?  If  the  boroughs  had  made  only  a  fee- 
ble refiftance   to   thefe  arbitrary  proceedings,  till 
they  bad  been  fubmitted  to  the  deliberate  review 
of  the  wifer  and  more  impartial  part  of  the  nation, 
the  danger  mud  have  been  detected,  the  fpirit  of 
the  people  roufed,  and  the  court  reduced  to  the 
necei&ty  of  relinquifliing  the  difpute  with  that  dif- 
grace  and  diminution  of  power,  whiv  h  always  at- 
tend the  defeated  ichemes  of  ufurpation. 

In  the  inftances  recited,  we  have  obferved  the 
power  of  the  crown  ftretched  beyond  the  limits  of 
law,  in  conformity  to  arbitrary  fchemes,  formed 
in  the  cabinet  after  the  diSblution  of  the  laft  par- 
liament. Accidental  circumftances  now  concur-, 
red,  with  political  manoeuvres,  to  turn  the  ba- 
lance ftill  more  in  favour  of  the  monarchy,  and  to. 
difcourage  all  future  confultations  and  attempts 
to  interrupt  the  alarming  progrefs  of  regal  ambi* 
lion. 

A  confpiracy  againft  the  ftate  was  difcovered,  Dctcaion 
and  it  appeared,  that  a  circutnilance,  merely  ac-  ^^.^  ^^"' 
cidental,    had  prevened   the  affaffination  of  the  ^^p^^^'* 
king  on  his  return  from  Newmarket ;  and,  though 
this  atrocious  deiign  was  difclaimed  by  the  mod 
refpedable  perfons  who  were  accul'ed  of  the  Rye-, 
houfe  plot,  yet,  there  was  a  clear  proof  of  tlieir 
having  hiid  frequent  meetings  with  others,  who 
were  convicted  of  confpiring  againil  the  life  of  the 

king 
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CHAP,  kine  and  his  brother' ' .     It  was  farther  remark- 

^^^JJ**       able,  that   ihis   confpiracy  had   been  concerted  at 

1683.     ^^^  i'dmc  time,  and  in  the  fame  place,  with  thofe 

racafures  of  the  laft   parliament  which  were  moft 

obnoxious  to  the  court,  and  that  the  charge  was 

brought  home  to  thofe  very  perfons  who  had  pro- 

thcwfet  ^^t^d  with  the  greateft  zeal,  the  profecution  of  the 

popifli  plot  and  the  bill  of  exclufion.  The  language 

then  held  by  them  was,  that  the  life  of  the  king 

was  in  danger,  and  an  anxiety  to  preferve  his  life 

was  the  proteffed  motive  of  their  zeal.     By  their 

perfuafion,   the   commons   refolved,    that  if  the 

^  ■  Ir  was  called  the  Rye-houfe  plot,  becaufc  the  dcfign  of  it 
was  to  afTai^nate  the  king  and  the  duke  of  York  as  they  re- 
turned from  Newmarket,  at  a  place  called  the  Kyehoufe,  be- 
longing to  Rumbold,  one  of  the  confuiiators.  A  fire,  whidi 
happened  at  Newmarket,  was  the  occauon  of  the  king's  return- 
ing to  London,  before  the  cpnfpirators  were  prepared  for  the 
'  execution  of  their  deftgn.  Some  of  them  confidered  it  as  a  pro- 
vidential interpofliion  in  behalf  of  the  king,  and  one  Kieliog, 
under  the  prefTure  of  remorfe  as  he  pretended,  made  adifcovcry 
of  the  confpiracy  to  fecretary  Jenkins,  and,  after  his  example, 
others  of  the  confpirators  ofiered  to  become  witncfies  for  the 
king. 

From  their  information  it  appeared,  that,  after  the  dlflblution 
of  the  Oxford  parliament,  frequent  meetings  had  been  htld  by 
many  of  the  whigs,  in  order  to  coniult  about  the  moil  proper 
methods  for  contiolling  the  arbitrary  mcalures  of  the  court.  A 
coirefpondcnce  was  kept  up  wiih  the  difafFeded  party  in  Scot- 
land ;  different  plans  were  fuggeflcd,  accordipg  to  the  temper 
and  the  motives  of  individuals.  It  had  been  propofcd  at  one  cf 
tliefe  meetings,  to  make  an  infurrcdion  in  the  city,  andtofeize 
the  king's  guaids.  The  alTa/Ii nation  of  tht  king  had  been  occa- 
fionaliy  mentioned,  but  reprobated  by  the  moll  reipe(51able  mem- 
bers   cf  thefc    afl'uciaruns.      Kennct.      North's  hxaraen,    p. 

Whenth'S  ^onfj.iracy  was  difc  Aered,  unconne^^lcd  parts  of 
it  wciecon  ounded,  and  the  expre  ions  and  anions  ^^r  .i.dividu- 
als  indifcriminaidy  .a.^  utcd  w  i  who  liad  ciiociaicd  \v:;h  mem. 
'J*hc  tiiilo  ef  tile  ccnJjsirator  wer  conduiJ-'M-  wiiii  liit  guaiell 
rigour,  and  fomeeircniijl  y  '  ?-  •  law  violated.  St i.ic  Trial?, 
vui,  !ii.     Vine  icatijn  of  Lord  Ruffe  1.     ibid. 

king 
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king  ihould  come  to  a  violent  death,  they  would  C  HAP. 
revenge  it  upon  thofe  of  *the  Roman  catholic  reli-  ^^^^1  ^ 
gion.  But  now  it  was  evident,  that  byfubftitut-  ^68^, 
ing  imaginary  dangers  in  the  place  of  real  ones, 
and  by  defaminj^  the  reputation  of  the  innocent, 
they  meant  to  iull  the  fufpicions  of  the  nation,  till 
their  defign  fliould  be  ripe  for  execution,  and 
which  had  nearly  accompliflied  its  tremendous  ef- 
fefts.  While  many  refleded  with  abhorrence  upon 
the  deep  hypocrify  with  whic^i  thefe  men  had 
aded,  by  a  connexion  of  ftririment  extremely 
natural,  though  neither  lojacal  nor  candid,  they 
carrried  back  the  iniquity  of  their  prefent  conduQ: 
to  the  meafures  they  had  hitherto  purfued,  and 
extended  it  to  all  who  had  been  connefted  with 
them,  while  the  charafter  of  their  opponents  in 
the  fame  proportion,  and  with  as  little  propriety, 
met  with  efteem  and  confidence*'*.  This  was  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  intereft  of  that  party,  from 
which  rcfiflance  to  the  prefent  arbitrary  meafures 
could  be  expeded. 

Difcnntifed  by  thefe  difaflers,  the  whigs  funk '^.'^^  *^** 
im.i  defponJcr.oy;  and  no  future  oppofition  feemSp^j^^J 
to  have  been  meditated  during  the  remaining 
ei:^lueen  months  of  the  life  of  Charles.  Shaftlbury, 
the  moft  able,  Ruffcl,  the  mart  virtuous  of.  the 
party,  were  no  more:  the  reftraints  of  law  re- 
moved, the  fpirit  of  the  nation  broken  and  fubdu- 
ed,  the  heads  of  the  country  party  fallen  into  dif- 
credit,  by  the  crimes  and  the  misfortunes  of  their 
affociates,  the  influence  of  the  crown  became  fu- 
prerae  and  irrefiftible. 

Charles  did  not  long  furvive  to  enjoy  his  prof-  ^^ath 
perity,  if  it  deferves  that  name.     He  languiftied  ^^ci^r  '^f 
under  an  oppreflion  of  fpirits  for  feveral  months,  Chaiks. 

'*  North's  E^^amen.      Lord   Gailford's  M  S.     Dalrymple, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  after  an  apoplectic  ftrc^e^  from  wbich  he  re« 
y^j!^\^  covered  in  feme  degree,  relapfcd  again,,  and  ex* 
»685.    pired  on  the  fixth  of  February  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-five. 

It  isnotto.be  denied,  that  nature  had  fumifiied 
the  mind  of  this  prince  with  a  more  than  common 
ftare  of  genius  and  tafle.  Affability,  fprightlinefs, 
wit,  and  good  breeding,  conveyed  an  amiable  view 
of  hi8  charafter  to  thofe  who  furrendered  judge- 
ment to  the  fudden  and  tranfient  imprefli<Mis  of 
converfation  and  external  manners* 

Tried  by  that  fyftem,  which  afcribes  tnmfcen* 
dent  merit  to  the  graces,  few  royal  charaders  ap- 
pear more  deferving  of  appiaufe  and  admiration : 
few  will  ftand  lower  in  the  decision  of  thofe,  who 
hold  moral  accomplifliments  to  be  the  hioft  eflen- 
tial  ornaments  of  charafler,  and  the  only  genuine 
bafis  of  -efteem  and  praife. 

Without  any  fenfe  of  religious  principle,  un* 
grateful  to  his  own  friends,  and  the  friends  of  his 
father ;  timid  and  fluduating  in  his  counfels  ;  def- 
litute  of  all  pretenfions  to  patriotifm  ;  ever  ready 
to  facrifice  the  intereft  and  glory  of  his  country  to 
the  gratification  of  his  pleafures,  and  the  fuppl^  of 
his  wants ;  what  remains  to  claim  the  approbation, 
or  reftrain  the  fevereft  reproach,  of  impartial  pof. 
terity  ? 

The  fatisfaftion  which  Charles  enjoyed  in  the 
latter  period  of  his  reign  on  account  of  his  tri- 
umph  over  the  whig  party,  muft  have  been  greatly 
diminifhed,  by  the  perfonal  mortifications  he  in- 
curred from  the  infolence  and  the  treachery  of 
France.  How  painful  muft  it  have  been,  to  dif- 
cover  that  Lewis  had  been  intriguing  with  thofe 
very  perfons  in  England,  whom  he  had  confidered 
as  enemies  to  bis  own  ^government,  and  to  the  in* 

terefl 
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tercft  of  France''?    Nay,    (o  little  rcfpcft  didCHAP, 
Lewis  (how,  either  to  the  honour  or  the  domeftic  ,   ^^  ^ 
tranquillity  of  Charles,  that  he  was  acceffary  to  a  ^^7*7^ 
defign,  of  expofmg  him  to  the  contempt  of  his 
fubjefts,  and  of  all   Europe,  by  a  publication  of 
the  fecret  treaties,  by  which  Charles,  to  his  dif- 
grace,  had  conneftcd  himfelf  with  the  court  of 
France'  *.    The  encroachments  which  the  French 
king  made  upon  Flandersr,  were  a  mockery  of  the 
engagements    into    which  he  had   entered    with 
Charles  by  the  laft  money  treaty.     His  invafion  of 
the  principality  of  Orange,  was.  an  infult  to  the 
royal  family  of  England.     A  eircumftance  which, 
we  may  believe,  made  a  deeper  imprefTion  upon 
the  mind  of  Charles,  was  the  withholding  the  pen- 
fion  promifed  to  him,  for  remaining  an  indifferent 
fpedator  of  fuch  outrageous  ufurpations,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diflrefs,  on 
account  of  his  contracted   and  embarrafTed  reve* 
nue.    Thus,  like  the  unhappy  female^  who  has 
fallen  a  prey  to  the  fnares  of  the  licentious  feducer, 
robbed  of  her  innocence,  and  cheated  of  the  re- 
ward of  her  proftitiition,  configned  to  infamy  and 
to  poverty,    Charles,  if  any   fpark  of  fenfibility 
remained,  muft  have  been  torn  with  all  thdfe  pangs 
of  remorfe  and  of  fhame,  which  refult  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  the  bafeft  iniquity  and  moft  egre- 
gious folly.     No  wonder,  if,  as  attefted  by  cotem- 
porary  hiftorians,  he  became  penfive  and  melan- 
choly, and  entertained  ferious  thoughts  of  chang- 
ing the  plan  of  his  government^  *.     The  arrange- 
ments he  had  made  in  the  fcveral  corporations  by 


"  Dilrymptc,  Ap.  p.  74. 

'*  Stale  Papers,  T.  W.  vol.    i. 

*'  Life  «f  Lord  Keeper  North. 
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CHAP,  the  quo  warranto  profecutions,  and  a  confidcrablc 

^^-     reinforcement  added  ip  his  army  by  the  garrifon 

i68q.     recalled  from  Tangiers,  would  prohably  encourage 

him  to  hope,  that  if  he  called  another  parliament, 

he  would  find  it  more  obfequious  to  his  defires'*. 


**  Wclwood,  p.  137. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Au/nien  of  yames* — Circumftances  favourable  to  Loyalty. — 
A  Parliament* — Extraordinary  Cotnpliahce  of  Parlia' 
ment.— Invafion  by  Argyle  and  Monmouth  \—Dcfiat  of 
Monmouth  \ — Cruelties  exercifd again/i  his  Adherents  ;-- 
Arbitrary  Meafures^—and  Bigotry  sof  the  King. — He 
applies  to  Parliament  for  an  Augrnentution  of  the  Army ; 
—Intimates  his  difpenfing  with  the  Tejis.'—The  Commns 
remonftrate  againji  difpenfing  with  the  Tefls  \"Oppofg 
the  Augmentation  of  the  Army, —-The  King  anzry  with 
the  Commons. — 7 he  Lords  review  the  King's  v^r/rA, — 
Parliament  prorogued. — Infuence  of  the  King  deLiincs,—' 
Chora  Si  er  of  Sunderland^  *  -  ■  ^/  Pttre^-^-bf  Jtffei  ies,  -  -  - 
The  King  retains  in  his  Eer*v}ce  the  Officers  ivho  hr.i  tflhn 
the  Te/fs— Trial  cf  the  dif;erfi^2g  Roiter  ^-^The  Kirg 
ei^ercijes  it  in  the  Charter*  fUujc  H:-jpital \'*^in  the  Uni^ 
''^nfity  of  Cambridge  \ — in  /ii'/.v  dalcn  College^  Oxford.-^ 
Dangerous  Puwtr  of  tie  EccUf.ujVufJ  C.tumijj.Gh,—  ^Ihe 
King  ufes  Aitaus  to  olinin  a  r,n 'tft  Pur::aihi:nt. — Df'* 
ef  pointed. — Ofders  his  Ar?r^  io  he  n^c^f'' '  I  -  ~Dt\i'ifa^ 
tr.n  for  Liberty  of  C'.rifirnce. — The  ^'-I^j  Ps  rrfufe  to 
trarfmit  it  to  their  Liocefcs  : — 1  h.y  ar^'  imprifancd,-^ 
ti'ud^  —  {ind  acquitted. 

jTAMTS     the   fecond   afccnia?vl  the  throne    in^q^P, 
J    peace;  and  an  event,  wiiich  a  rtw  years  be-     Vll. 
i'^re  had  been  anticipated  \vi:h  horri:r,  us  the  nioft  ■ — ^' — ' 
r^-hmitousihat  could  befal  tlio  i.:uii.ri,  vw^  iiccom-     ,'^:^r 
piif/ied,  not  only  without  rcniciincc,  but  without  X^.  ..V'^o 
ihc  appearance  of  dllcontcin.  ct  tlie  n:;rrv.iKTifior*  o.  jV.m.l;,. 
^;f  daiip^cr.     Of  the  c.»balj,  the  mcniicirs,  \y\vl  the 
miilent    fpirit,    of    the    exch'.nMiJlh,    no  rnicvs 
i^cre   to    be  found.     A  chaiij^j  of  p.~>lii:cal  fci'fi- 
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CHAP,  ments,  no  lefs  fudden  and  remarkable,,  awaits  the 
^^^^l^}i^  obfervation  of  the  hiflorian.     A  prince,  invefted 
J^^g.     with  extenfive  preroga^tive,  and  flattered  with  the 
mod  ardent  expreiEons  of  attachment,  through 
the  baneful  influence  of  obftinate  and  infatuated 
bigotry,  abdicates  his  throne,  almoft  without  a 
ftruggle,  and  is  compelled  to  linger  out  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in, exile  and  difgrace. 
Circum-        A  variety  of  circumftances  concurred,  to  dif- 
Uanccs  fa-  j^pp^j^t  the  unfavourable  conjeftures  of  preceding 
to  loyalty,  years,  to  change  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  to 
render  the  commencement  of  this  reign  aufpici- 
o\is  and  popular  beyond  expeftation.     The  com- 
merce  of  England,  which  had  been  progrcffivc 
iince  the  aiaof  the  reformation,  had,  of  late,  in- 
-#     creafed  with    more  rapid   fuccefs,    and   diffufed 
profperity  among  every  order  of  men.     A  long 
continuance  of  peace  taught  the  people  to  value 
and   to  enjoy  the  bleflings   of  a  fettled  govern- 
ment ;  bleflings  too   important  to  be  expofed  to 
interruption  or  hazard,  by  liftening  ralhly  to  fpe- 
culations  of  amendment,  or  by  the  anticipation 
of  remote  and  precarious  dangers.     Popular  opi- 
nion  was,  in   fome  refpefts,    favourable  to  the 
charafter  of  the  new  fovereign.     He  had  acquired 
reputation  for  ingenuity  and  courage,  as  a  naval 
officer }  he  was  believed  to  poflefs  induflry,  and 
a  capacity  for  bufmefs  ;  and  the  profeflion  of  pa- 
triotic zeal  raifed  high  expeftations  from  the  ap- 
plication of  thofe  talents  to  the  Rational  welfare. 
It   was  hoped  that  the   influence  of  the  French 
courtj  fo  odious  to  Engliftimen,  would  be  abo* 
liihed,  under  the  adminiftration  of  a  prince  who 
profeffed   a  high   fenfe  of  national  honour,  and 
openly  declared  his   detellation    of   a  political 

fyHem 
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fyftem  fubfervicat  to  the  views  o^a  foreign  prince^C  H  AF. 
lafinuations  of  the  indoleace  and  ina£Uvity  of  the    YJL. 
former  reign  were  not  reftrained  by  a  grateful  de-  ^'^^C''^ 
licacv^  due,  upon  the  part  of  &e  prefent  prince,    ^    ^' 
to  tne  memory    of  a  brother,  who   had  never 
aded  with  (leadiQeTs  and  vigour  in  any  caufe  but 
his  ^«      Manly  counfels,  bold  meafures,  prompt 
and  vigorous  execution,  were  expeded  from  the 
adivity    and    promiles   of   the  ;new    fovereign* 
Though,  from  thefe  motives^  the  mclioatiofis  of 
the  people  were  favourable  to  him,  James  did  not 
chufe  to  trud  to  their  voluntary  obfequtoufnefs, 
for  the  return  o£  members  attached  to  the  intereft 
of  the  court.    Every  advantage  wa«  taken  of  thofe 
akerations  which  had  been  introduced,  in  the  late 
reign,  into  the  chartexs  of  corporations.      Ad- 
dneffes  and  foLicitatione  were  added,  with  fuch 
ikcce^,  that  when  the  lifts  of  the  repreiematives  y^paHia- 
u>  lerve  in  the  new  parliament  were  prefented  to  menu 
the  king,  he  pbderved^   with  fatisfadion,    riiat 
there  were  not  abov^  forty  names  whicb  he  could 
wi(h  to  expunge  ^ 

The  ipeech  of  the  king  to  his  parliament  cor- 
responded  with  thepr^ofiefliona  they  had  formed 

'  It  is  QOw  certain,  ibtt  fliU  jjmes^tjpraencet  to«{t  with 
indqiendcnce«  add  to  throw  off  the  ii^uAHoe  of  Fraaoe»  weggt 
hypocntica).  He  formed,  from  the  very  begionmg,  the  pb^l 
of  reigaiog  wttiiout  a  parliament.  Hi  fummoned  his  parlia- 
mt«V  ^  'Which  he  makes  many  apolpgies  to  Lewis,  only  in 
order  to  be  ooabJed  to  resgn  wkhoiit  it,  after  hamagobuioedt 
hv  its  means,  the  lettlement  of  a  revenue  for  life.  He  fob- 
CKed  a  prefent  of  money  from  Prance,  and  was  highly  gratified 
4vitli  the  obcainiRg  of  it.  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  103- 12-13-47* 
Jdc  reoewted  the  treaty  with  HoUaad,  fnmmer  1^5 ;  but  the 
rcafoD  of  this  was  the  backwardnefs  of  France  to  aniwer  bia 
demands  for  money.  Compare  Memoires  de  la  Dcrniere  Revo- 
ittciqn  d'  Angleterre,  par  L.  B.  T.  D'Arau^c,  vol.  iu.  1485. 
I^alrymple,  Ap.  p.  1^8.  164* 

^  Burnet.  Wellwood* 

^  Coke,  iQth  May. 

N  of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  his  charader,  and  feemed  to  exprefs  his  fince- 
^^*-     rity,   firmnefe,   and  public  fpirit.     He  promifed 
'^"'T^*"^  to  maintain  the  eftabtiAied  religion  and  govern- 
'     ment,  and  to  defire  no  power  or  greatnefs  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  conftitution* 
Extiaor-       The  compliance  and  generoiity  of  the  parlia- 
dinary      ment  yielded  to  the  prince  the  mod  fatisfadory 
cornpli-     fpecimen  of  a  loyal   zeal.      Both  houfes  were 
pariia^      unanimous  in  fettling  the  revenue  upon  his  ma- 
rocDt.       jefty  for  life,  in  the  feme  manner  as  it  had  been 
fettled  upon  the  late  king  ^.     James,  during  the 
interval  between  the  death  of  his  brother  and  the 
meeting  of  parliament,    had  continued  to  levy 
the  cuftoms  by  proclamation.     With  a  deference 
to  prerogative,  at  once  fervileand  perfidious, 'this 
*  exercife  of  power,  fo  deeply  encroaching  upon 
'        the  privileges  of  the  commons,  was  neither  mark«* 
cd  with  cenfure  in  the  reply  to   his  majefly's 
fpeech)  nor  even,  by  the  moft  diftant  hint  of 
difapprobation,  referred  to  by  either  hdufe  in  the 
courfe  of  their  debates.     Agreeably  to  the  fame 
overtrained  delicacy,  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  put  in 
^    execution  the  laws  againjt   the  diiTenters,    was 
thrown  out ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  they  (hould 
rely  with  implicit  confidence,  upon  bis  gracious 
promifes  and  repeated  declaratiohs,  to  defend  the 
proteflant  religion  ^  •      A  motion  was  made  to 
extend  the  laws  againd  treafon ;   and,  from  the 
prefent  temper  of  parliament,  there  is  little  room 
to  doubt,  that,  if  the  feifion  had  been  protraded, 
this  and  other  dangerous  conceiTions  to  preroga«- 
tive,  might  have  obtained  the  fandion  of  the  le* 
giflature. 

♦  Journ.  Lords,   Commons,  2^xh  May. 

^  Journ.  Commons »  2^ih  May,  .    3 

The 
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ITie  news  of  an  invafion  in  Scotland  by  the  earl  CHAP, 
of  Argyle,  and  in  England  by  the  duke  of  Mon-  ^J^IL/ 
mouth,  circumfcribed  the  operations   of  a  zeal     1683. 
more  fervent  than  wife,  and  engroffed  the  whole  Invafion 
attention  of  parliament.      The   declarations   of^^^lil?^'* 
Monmouth   and   Argyle  were  communicated  to  "^-^j^j^^"" 
both  houfes  by  the  order  of  the  king,  and  fup-  22d  May. 
plies  were  requefted  to  enable  him  to  augment  the  is^bjuoe^ 
navy  and  the  army,  and  to  put  the  nation  in  a 
proper  ft  ate  of  defence.     The  king  was  thanked 
for  his  attention ;  the  declarations  of  Monmouth 
and  of  Argyle  were  voted  treafon  *.     The  army  I^«fcatof 
of  Monmouth  was  completely  routed,  he  himfelf       " 
taken  prifoner,  and  brought  to  an  infamous  exe*- 
cution,  in  little  more  than  a  month  after  his  arrival 
in  England.    The  deftriiftion   of  an  enemy  fo  15th  July 
formidable  by  ambition  and  popularity,  gratified 
the  refentment,    and  augmented  the  power,  of 
James  ;  but  the  mercilefs  gratification  of  that  r^- 
fentment,  and  the  wanton  abufe  of  that  power, 
haftened  his  final  difgrace  and  ruin.    The  feveri-  Cruelties 
ties  inflided  upon  the  unhappy  adherents  to  Mon-  exercifed 
mouth,  gave  an  infight  into  the  king's  charader,  ^^^  *^'* 
and  revived  again  thofe  fufpicions,  when  even  the 
party,  who  firft  entertained  them,  were  defiroos 
to  have  buried  in  oblivion,  and  fpread  general 
horror  over  the  nation.     An    age  of  advanced 
civilization  beheld  thofe  wanton  exertions  of  cru- 
elty and  of  vengeance,  which   form  the  blacked 
features  of  fociety  in  its  rudeft  ftate,  and  roufe 
indignation  in  every  breaft  where  the  fmalleft  fpark 
of  compaflion  dwells.     In  fome  of  thofe  towns 
which  had  opened  their  gates  to  Monmouth,  the 
inaocent  and  the  guilty  were  promifcuoufly  put 
to  the  fword.    Many  were  condemned  upon  the 

^  JourD:  Lords  and  Commonsi  ajd  May,  13th,  i5th»  and 
43d  June. 

N  a       ^  flighteft 
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c  HA  P-flighteft  evidence,  and  ordered  to  ittiinedi«te  fefcc- 
J^^  cmJ6to.     Colonel  Kirk,  who,  teith  a  difpofition 
i6Sc.    i^siturally  brutal,  had  acquired  the  habits  of  a^ la- 
vage nation  among  vrhoM  he  had  refided,  feemed 
to  find  bi^  paftime  in  fuferintending  th^e  horrid 
esiecutions      Jeffieries,    the  chief  jaftice,  profla- 
tated  the  authority  of  office,  and  the  iandion  ef 
law,  to  coYer  a  congenial  fpirit  of  wnehy^  and^ 
fegardleft    of   every    e&culpaitory  circumftance, 
dddtned  to  infamous  puniihtnent  thofe  who  were 
ftifpcded  to  have  been  favourable,  but  in  their 
hearts,  to  Monmoiirh,  or  who  had  indulged  tim 
dictates  of  humanity,  in  endeavouring  to  conceal 
any  df  their  friends  who  had  joined  his  ilandard. 
Aitnod  eviery  trial  iti  fhis  bloody  dircutt  affords 
the   tnoft  flecking  examples  tiff  parttality,  petu- 
lance^ oppreff>on,  and  barbarity^  oa  the  part  of 
the  judge  \    Thcttrgh  the  king  piKrfeffed  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  thefe  tenormittes,  wlien  h«  per- 
ceived the  deteftation  they  excited  throvgiiout 
every  part  of  the  kiiigdom,  ve  we  are  wairaiited 
to  conclude^  that,   in  hi^  ught,  tbey  afspeaved 
highly    merit(!^ioud,  efpecially  as  the  execrable 
perperrators  of  thorn  were  fcottMred  with  figiial 
mam  of  royal  favdur.    Jefferies^   ftatned  widi 
blood,  and  loaded  with  tW  curfes  of  the  people, 
foutid  a  welcome  reception  into  the  prefencc  of 
his  fovereign  ;  a(nd,  ace  if  it  had  been  fiM*  tile  re- 
ward of  his  iniquity^  was  diignifred  with  ft  peer- 
age, and  foon  after  iiivefted  wit4i  the  isffice  of 
chancellor  *• 
Arbitrary      But  nothing  could  render  tlie  viStery^lJie 
mcaiurcs   j^^^g  Over  his  difaffefted  fubjofts  wore  beneficial 
to  the  nation,  and  more  hurt&l  to  htmfeif,  than 
the  inducing  him  to  drop  the  shaflc^  and  with 

7  Coke.  Burnet. 

*  BMioet,  &c. 

openne& 


POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,   to.  |9| 

opeaneGi  aad  Jprecipitanqy  to  pwfue  ihofe  vbi-  CHAP. 
trar y  meafurea,  which,  if  th«y  had  bwn  covered  .  ,^^ii_f 
with    artifice,    and  carried  on  mitK  prudence,     ^^ 
might  have  taken  etfe^,  ere  hi$  people  were  aware 
of  danger,  and  rivetted  \xpo^  their  neck^  thofe 
cbain&,  from  which  no  future  efforts  could  have 
delivered  them.    No  extraordiwry  degree  of  fa- 
gacity  waa'now  requifite,  to  penetrate  into  the 
nature  of  his  temper  and  of  his  defigns  $  the  fpi* 
rit  of  bigotry  aduated  and  pervaded  every  mea* 
Aire  he  undertook ;  3eal  for  his  religioa  was  i\k& 
central  point,  to  which,  by  an  irrefi^lible  power 
of  attra^ion,   aU  his  thoughts,   aSe^ionS)  and 
a^^Uons,  wefe  drawn;  even  arbitrary  power,  in 
bis  eftimation,  was  only  a  fecondary  objed  :  bis  and  bJgo. 
enthufiafm  far  oat Aripped  bis  ambition ;  and  if  ^7  °^  <^^ 
he  wiihed  to  extend  his  prerogative,  it  was  chiefly  ^*"*' 
with  a  view  to  ftrengthen  his  hands,  as  a  faithful 
champion  and  fan  of  the  church.     The  importa- 
tion of  catholic  priefl:$,    the  eredion  of  mafs-* 
houfes  and  of  popifli  fchools,  and  a  numerous 
hoft  of  fuperftitious  profelytes,  were,  in  his  ap- 
prehenfion,  the  moft  fplendid  trophies  that  could 
adorn  his  crown  and  fignalize  bis  reign  ^* 

The 

'  On  the  (irft  fabbath  after  his  accefTion,  the  king  openly 
aitesded  the  Roman  catholic  worfliip.  He  was  detirous,  at 
the  fame  time,  of  avoiding  the  ceniure  of  innovation.  He 
publiHied  a  declaration  fubicribed  by  the  late  king,  profefSn^ 
his  adherence  to  the  faith  of  Rome ;  as  if  the  opinion  of  9,  • 
prince  fo  notorioufly  indifferent  with  refpetfl  to  alt  religion,  fup- 
pofing  that  opinion  had  been  well  authenticated,  could  have 
Iterated  to  the  convi<flbn  of  any  man,  guided  by  reafoo  or 
principle.  Ha  invited  Roman  catholic  prices  from  foreign 
countries.  And  encouraged  then  to  exeretfc  their  fun6lion»« 
openly,  and  in  defiance  of  the  law.  A  Roman  catholic  bilhop 
was  confecrated  within  bis  own  chapel  at  Windfor.  Laymen 
of  the  fame  communion  were  made  king's  couofcl,  judges, 
lords  lieutenants  of  counties,  IherifTs,  juflices  of  the  peace, 

and 
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CHAP.     The  rebellion  of  Monmouth  furniflied  the  king 

.^^^!l^  with  a  plaufible  pretext  for  ri(ing  in  his  demands 

1685.  ^^^  fupplies,  and  for  propofmg  an  augmentation 

He  applies  of  his  (landing  army ;  while,  at  the  fame  time, 

to  parlia    ji  manifefted,  in  an  alarming  view,  how  refolutely 

^^au^-"^  he  was  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  the  Roman  ca- 

mcmation  tholic  church.     After  reprefenting  the  militia  as 

of  the       inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  nation,  upon 

array.       f^ch  emergency  as  that  which  had  lately  occurred. 

Intimates  he  informed  them,  that  he  had  difpenfed  with  the 

Dcnfin       '*^»  ^^  gi^ij^g  commiffions  to  many  officers  who 

with  the    ^^^  ^^^  taken  the  tefts  in  compliance  with  the  ad 

lefts,        of  parliament.     He  pleaded  fuccefs  and  gratitude, 

as  ample  vindications   of  this  meafure,  and  an* 

nounced   his   firm   purpofe  of  perlevering  in  a 

plan  of  government  ec^ually  unpopular  and  uncou* 

ftitutional. 


and  mayors  of  corporations.  Lord  Caftteroaio  was  fcnt  am^ 
balfador  to  the  pope,  to  folicity  in  the  name  of  the  king,  the  re- 
union of  England  with  the  holy  fee,  and  tp  implore  his  for* 
givenefs. 

In  Ireland,  all  regulations  and  laws  for  maintaining  the  pro- 
teflant  religion  were  fet  afide.  The  army  was  new  modelled, 
proteftant  officers  were  deprived  of  their  commiffions,  upon  the 
noft  frivolous  pretences :  Ibme,  becaufe  they  had  ferved  under 
a  republican  government,  a  (lain,  which,  at  the  reflorationy 
/extended  over  the  whole  army  and  navy  in  England  ^  others 
were  difmifled,  00  account  of  original  guilt,  being  dtfcended 
from  parents  who  had  fcrvcd  under  the  proteflor  Whole 
regiments  were  di(b.inded,  it  was  fufpe^ed^  for  no  better  rea- 
ibn.  To  prevent  the  power  of  refinance,  under  any  provoca* 
{tion  whatever,  tbe  arms  of  the  protedant  militia  were  called  in. 
The  raQinefs  and  oppreffion  of  thcfe  meafures  were  rendered 
piore  flagrant  and  intolerable,  by  4he  violent  temper  of  the  agent 
employed  to  carry  them  into  ^xccutibii.  ..By  the  advice  of  fa- 
ther Petre,  lord  TyrconncI  was  promoted  to  the  lieutenancy  in 
Hreland,  in  the  room  of  lord  Clarendon,  whofe  moderation  and 
religion  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  ail  who  wifhed  well  to  the 
popith  interefl.  JJajrymple,  Ap.  p.  262.  Clarendon's  Diary, 
paflim.    A  letter  to  a  proteftant  ip  Irelaod^ 

Tbt 
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The  houfe  of  lords  thanked  the  king  fo^hisCH  AP- 
fpeech,  without  any  referve,  or  any  mark  of  dif-   ,^,^^ 
content.  ,685. 

The  commons  were  not  fo  tame,  nor  fo  carelefs,  9th  Nov. 
as  to  overlook  the  dangerous  tendency  of  thofe  Thccom- 
meafures  which   the  king  avowed  and  juftified.  mons  rc- 
They  voted  and  drew  up  an  addrefs,  reprefenting  ™  j"n([*** 
to  him,  that  the  tefts  could  not  by  any  means  be  Jffpenfjng 
difpenfed  with ;  and  praying  him  to  difmifs  thofe  with  the 
officers  who  were,  by  repeated  ftatutes,  difqua-*^^'- 
liiicd  from  entering  into  his  fervice.     But  while  ^      ^^* 
they  guarded  the  conftitution  with  firmnefs,   they 
were  not  incapable  of  viewing,  with  indulgence 
and  refpefi,  or  even  backward  in  feconding  with 
liberality,   thofe   fentiments  of  gratitude  which   ' 
the  king  expreflfed  towards  his  catholic  fubjefts. 
They  brought  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  fuch  of  that 
perfuafion  as   had  ferved  in   the    army    agatnft 
Monmouth,  and,    at  the  fame  time,  to  reward 
them  with  penfions  * ''. 

Next  tp  the  difpenfmg  with  the  teds,  the  aug-  Oppofe 
menting  of  the   (landing  army  was  the  moll  un  ^^^  *"?• 
popular   meafure  which  his  majefty  could  have  ^^°^*^^'* 
propofed  to  his  parliament.     The  day  of  impli-  g^^j^y^ 
cit  obedience  was  now  at  an  end.     The  augmen* 
tation  of  the  army  was  warmly  oppofed.      1  he 
militia  was  recommended  as  the  fafeft  mode  of  na- 
tional defence ;   and,  in  oppoiition   to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  king's  fpeech,  their  fervices  againft 
Monmouth  were  held  to  b^  th^  moil  importjant 
and  illuftrious. 

The  debate  clofed  with  a  motion  for  a  bill  for 
the  better  regulating  of  the  militia'*^ •  The  fum 
of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe,  as  a  fupply  to  his  m^jeftyji  without 


'^  Toain.  Commons,  141!)  and  i6th  November. 
"  Journ.  ComrooQS,  lath  Novembjcr. 
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CHAI*.jLfly  defcription  or  Kmitacion  of  the  purpofe  to 

^'^'     vhich  it  was  to  be  applied. 
^^gT^      To  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  the  kifig  te- 
Th«  king  plied  in  terms  of  Iharp  teprehcnfion,  and,  by  a 
angry  with  new  evidence  of  a  temper,  obftinate  and  untradb- 
thccoin-   j^y^^  roufed  alarm,  and  fuggefted  to  them  the 
"^"'       neceffity  of  a  general  combination,  to  repel  thofc 
encroachments  which,  if  fufiered  to  pafs  unno- 
ticed, threatened  the  total  extirpation  of  their  re- 
ligion and  liberties.     He  faid,  he  did  tiot  exped  to 
have  received  fuch  language  from  his  commons, 
efpeeially  after  his  known  character  for  truth ;  and 
^et  the  very  meafure  which  gave  occafion  to  the 
addrefs,  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  promife  he 
made  to  his  people  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  throne. 
,    The  imprudence  of  the  king's  reply,  and  the 
fiiock  it  gave  to  the  incereft  of  the  court,  were 
foon  evident,  from  a  change  in  the  temper  of  the 
The  lords  bo^fe  of  lords.     They  had  before  unanimoufly  ap- 
If  n^'T  ^^^  proved  of  the  king's  fpeechi  without  attending  to 
JTpcfch.     that  claufe  which  intimated  his  refolution  of  dif- 
penfmg  with  the  tefts  ;  and  their  negligence  and 
J)recipitancy  had  drawn  upon  them  the  cenfure  of 
many  who  were  fincerely  attached  to  the  conflitu* 
tion.    The  purpofe  of  the  king,  repeated  in  his 
Sinfwer  to  the  commons  with  an  air  of  defiance, 
invited  the  immediate  and  fpirited  exertions  of  the 
j^atriotic  lords.     They  410W  moved  for  a  review  of 
^e  fpcech,  with  a  premeditated  intention  to  con^ 
cur  with  the  commons  in  teftifying  their  difappro- 
bation  of  his  having  announced  his  refolution  to 
flifpenfe  with  the  tefts"  *,    The  tardinef?  and  the 
irregularity  of  the  motion  afforded  the  friends  of 
the  court  ipecious  grounds  for  oppofing  it.    The 
Importance  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  magnitude  of 
fhe  danger,  over-ruled  a  fcrupulous  adherence  tQ 

M  Jouro.  Lords,  i^ih  Noveilkber. 
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fonns,  and  the  motion  for  reviewing  the  fpeech  CHAP* 
xras  carried  by  a  great  majority ' '.  \^.Z!r^ 

The  king,  aware  that  his  parliament,  in  their     i^g^, 
legiflative  capacity,  might  have  confiderable  influ- 
ence in  obihrufting  thofe  favourite  meafures  to 
which  in  vain  he  had  attempted  to  render  them 
fabfervient,  formed  the  purpofe  of  an  immediate 
prorogation.     He  facrificed  his  intereft  to  his  bigo- 
try, and  preferred  the  alternative  of  lofing  the  fum 
ot  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  voted  by  the 
commons,  to  the  neceflity  of  abandoning  the  mea^ 
fares  he  had  already  adopted  in  behalf  of  thofe  of 
his  favourite  communion.     The  parliauient  was  P^'^'^" 
prorogued   from  the  tenth  of  November  to  the  J|J^"cj|'^ 
tenth  of  February  one  thoufand  (ix  hundred  and 
eighty- fix. 

From  the  prorogation  of  this  parliament,  wexnflucnce 
trace  the  decline  of  the  power  of  James.     Theofthcking 
attachment  of  his  proteftant  fubjefls  was  totally  declines. 
effaced  by  the  dangers  impending  over  their  reli- 
gion; his   reputation  for  prudence  and  for  inte- 
grity, lately  fo  eminent,  was  impeached  ;  the  tone 
of  adulation  began  to  die  away;  individuals,  and 
afTociations   of  men,  who  hitherto   had  been  the 
warmeft  advocates  for  prerogative,  at  la(^  became 
monuments   of  the  folly   of  their  favourite  doc- 
trines, and  were  driven  by  inevitable  nect  ffity  to 
Surfue  thofe  meafures,  which,  in  fpecuiation,  they 
eld  to  be  criminal.     Prerogative,  it  is  true,  be- 
came more  aftive  and  moie  rfulblute  in  its  execu- 
tion, but,  like  thofe  tumours  which  fwell  the  body 
in  the  lad  ftageof  difeafe,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
ftretcbcd,  its  vital  powers  were  dechning. 

few  alterations  at  the  beginuing  of  this  reign 
were  made  in  the  miniftry,  as  it  flood  at  the  death 
of  Charles  II.  Lord  Rochefter  was  high  treafurer  ; 

'^  Rabb. 

lord 
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CH  AP.lord  Godolphin,  who  had  been  formerly  at  the 

y^^^head  of  the  treafury,  was  appoiated  tresifurer  to 

1 68c.    ^^^  queen ;  the  marquis  of  Halifax  was  removed 

from  the  privy  feal  to  be  prefident  of  the  council ; 

the  earl  of  Clarendon  fucceeded  him  in  the  office 

of  privy  feal. 

From  an  exaggerated   conceit  of  his  own  abili* 
ties,  and  a  habic  of  application,  the  only  accom- 
plifhment  in  which  he  excelled  his  brother,  the 
king  was  determined  to  be  his  own  minifter  ;  and 
while  this  refolution  prevented  perfons  of  greater 
integrity  and  honour  from  interfering  in  his  coun- 
fels,  it  laid  him  open  to  the  influence  of  others, 
who,  from  interefted  purpofes,  or  a  congenial  fpi- 
rit  of  bigotry,   flattered  his  prejudices,    abetted 
his  arbitrary  fchemes,  and  precipitated  him  into 
ruin'*. 
Cbarader      Lord  Sunderland,  though  he  had  oppofed  the 
of  Sunder,  perfonal  intered  of  the  duke  of  York  in  the  late 
land.        reign,  was  not  only  admitted  into  adminiftration, 
but  quickly  furpafled  all  his  colleagues  in  the  ihare 
he  held  of  his  mafter  s  confidence,  and  difplayed 
an  afcendency  over  his  counfels,  which  he  main- 
tained to  the  eve  of  the  revolution.    His  introduc- 
tion to  the  favour  of  the  prince,  and  his  growing 
influence,  were  promoted  by  the  patronage  of  the 
queen,  whofe  folicitations  and  advice,  on  various 
occafions,  were  difcovefed  to  fway  the  inclinations 
of  her  hufband,  often  contrary  to  the  maxims  of 
prudence,  and  the  ordinary  rules  of  attachment. 
From  that  jealoufy,  which  is  often  found  to  fubfifi; 
between  the  relations  of  the  hufband  by  diflferent 
marriages,  Clarendon  and  Ijlochefler  became  ob- 
noxious to  thejqueen,  more  than  any  of  the  other 
competitors  for  the  royal  favour.     They  were  the 
near  eft  relations  of  the  king*s  children.    To  the 

'♦  Burnet. 
?  hereditary 
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hereditary  loyalty  of  their  father,  who  had  been  CHAP, 
oppreffed  by  fadtion,  they  had  added  perfonal  fer-  ^^^ 
vices  of  high  defert,  and  by  their  fteady  zeal  for  the  ,^3 
interests  of  the  duke  of  York,  during  the  depend- 
ence of  the  exciufion  bill,  laid  him  under  ftrong 
obligations  of  gratitude,  and  eflablifhed  a  claim 
of  preference  to  the  honours  which  he  now  had  it 
in  his  power  to  difpenfe.  The  queen  wiflied  to 
attach  to  her  intereft  fome  perfon,  whofe  diftin- 
guifhed  abilities  and  obfequioufnefs  to  his  mafter, 
might  ferve  as  a  counterpqife  to  that  immoderate 
influence,  which,  fhe  had  reafon  to  fear,  would 
now  devolve  upon  the  relations  of  the  king  by  his 
firft  marriage.  The  charader  of  Sunderland 
prompted  him  to  folicit,  and  qualified  him  to  ob- 
tain, the  deftined  preference.  Habits  of  profu- 
fion  required  liberal  refources,  and  rendered  him 
anxious  to  retain  bis  employments,  as  the  means 
of  gratifying  them.  An  uncommon  capacity  for 
bufinefs,  cultivated  by  experience  in  the  ofGcial 
line,  juftified  a  recommendation  to  the  itioft  im- 
portant employ  agents,  and  infured  credit  and  ad- 
vantage to  his  patron.  By  infinuation,  flexibility, 
induitry,  in  all  of  which  he  was  a  proficient,  he 
obtained  a  preference  to  perfons  of  purer  virtue, 
who  were  engaged  with  him  in  a  competition  for 
favours.  The  diverfified  operations  of  the  fame 
predominant  difpofitipn  were  never  more  confpi- 
cuoufly  diiplayed,  than  by  the  oppofite  condud  of 
Shaftibury  and  Sunderland.  Alike  enflaved  to 
ambition,  they  exerted  every  nerve,  and  every  fa- 
culty, to  gratify  it.  The  different  methods  adopted 
by  them  for  this  epd^  marked  the  diflimilitude  of 
their  tempers.  ShaftA>ury,  impetuous  and  oy:er- 
be^rijig,  aflaulted  the  forts  of  power  by  Ctorm  and 
by  violence:  Sunderland,  timid,  crafty,  fubmif- 
five,  attempted  to  gain  poffeffion  of  them  by  the 
lefs  fufpedted,  biit  Qot  lefs  fuccefsful,  plan  of  min- 
ing 
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CHAP,  ing  and   ambufcade.    The  one,  by  alariningthe  | 
^^^}^Jj^  fears  of  his  fovereign,  expeded  ro  fubdue  his  mind  , 
ftf8c.     ^^    ^  reluftant   compliance   with  his    ambitioui 
fchemes  ;  the  other,  by  flattering  his  weaknefs  and 
prdudices,  iniinuated  himfelf  into  his  confidence 
and  favour.     With  a  flexibility,  inconfiftent  with 
any  (hadow  of  principle,  he  approved,  heflattered^ 
he  abetted  the  various  humours  and  meafures  of 
every  matter  whom*  be  ferved.      Though  a  violent 
exclufionid,  he   retained  his  office,  and  a  great 
(hare  of  court  intereft  in  the  late  reigti,  by  the 
addrefs  and  alfiduity  with  which  he  cultivated  the 
favour  of  the  king's  miftrefs^  the  ducheis  of  Portf* 
mouth.     By  the  fame  dexterous  accommodation 
of  manners,  he  now  gained   the  good  graces  of 
the  queen,  and  was  feleded  by  her  to  be  the  bead 
of  that  party  by  which  flie  intended  to  undermine 
the  influence  of  the  family  of  Clarendon '  *.     Her 
expe6tations  were  not   difappointed.     He  auickly 
engrofled  the  confidence  of  his  mafter ;  be  be* 
came  a  convert  to  his  religion ;  honoured  priefts 
and  confeflbrs  ;  joined  in  their  coniultationsf;  and 
prompted,  as  it  is  fufpeCted,  the  mod  violent  at- 
tacks upon  the  eftabliflied  religion  and  govern* 
ment'*. 
Of  Pctrc.     Father  Petre,  his  confefibr,  wa^  the  oracle  to 
whom  James  reforted  with  implicit  faith,  and  re- 
garded at  lad  as  his  political,  as  well  as  his  religi. 
ous  preceptor.     As  if  it  had  been  to  publifli  his 
defiance  of  national  prqudices,  no  difguife  was 
.     ufed  to  conceal  the  aflfedion  and  the  deference  he 
paid  a  perfon,  whofe  profeflion  and  charader  jufHy 
rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  odium  and  thejea- 
loufy  of  his   protectant  fubjeds.     He  was  made 
^erk  of  the  clofet,  and  admitted  a  member  of  the 
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^ri?y  council)  aad  that  his  maj^fty  might  enjoy  C  Ha  P. 
requent  and  eafy  accefs  to  his  private  converiation,  ^  Y^^    ^ 
iparcrae&ts  were  afligned  him  within  the  precinds    ,^^ 
)f  his  palace.    Petre  was  a  man  of  flenderabili-  * 

ies,  and  a  fcanty  proportion  of  learning,  but  of 
10  eBtbufiaftic  and  furious  fpirit,  which  rufiied 
tpon  its  favourite  objed,  without  difcerning  the 
)b(lacle$  which  intervened ;  ignorant  of  every 
mle  of  prudence,  and  of  the  mod  common  arts 
>f  managing  the  tempers  of  men.  To  his  afcen- 
leacy  over  the  mind  of  the  king,  and  of  his  con- 
brt,  were  afcribed  the  opennefs,  the  precipitancy^ 
ibe  violence  of  thofe  plans  in  fupport  of  the  Ro- 
pan  catholic  religion,  difapproved  of  by  its 
Bore  prudent  adherents  ;  and  found  upon  trial,  to 
^  no  lefs  <Ieftru£tive  to  the  purpofes  they  were 
^Blended  to  ferve,  than  they  were  to  the  interelU  • 
pt  the  royal  family '  ^     ' 

!  But  of  all  the  inftruments  of  the  king's  arbi-  Of  Jcf- 
^  noeafures,  there  was  none  more  infamous  ^^"*'* 
pi  more  <letefl:ed,  by  all  orders  of  men,  than  Jef- 
^ies,  whom  he  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  law. 
jWhite  recorder  of  London  in  the  late  reign,  he 
pdiftinguiihedhimfelf  by  theadivity  with  which 
leoppofed  the  petitions  for  the  meeting  of  parlia- 

Dt«  and  promoted  the  addreiTes  of  abhorrence. 

;  court  marked  him  as  a  fit  tool  for  oppreflion 
violence.     He  was   preferred  to  be  a  puifn 

gc,  and  afterwards  to  be  chief  juftice  of  the 

;*8  bench.     In  his  private  character,  he  was  m-* 
profane,   licentious,    intemperate,   rapaci' 
By  the  fupa-cilioufnefs  of  his  behaviour,  he 
led    fome  of  the   moft  ancient  and  (incere 
i%  of  the  royal  family,  and  made  them  with- 
rirom  office,  and  from  attendance  upon  court. 
|ii  a  pleader  at  the  bar,  he  was  petulant,  fuperfi- 

I   '\  Orleans 
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cial,  turbulent,  calumnious ;  as  a  judge,  partial, 
over-bearing,  arbitrary,  mercilefs.  Under  fo  cor- 
rupt a  judge,  the  laws  were  not  only  deprived  of 
all  their  laiutary  protecting  influence,  but  con- 
verted  into  engines  of  vengeance  againft  all  thofe 
who  had  meritorioufly  fallen  under  the  royal  dif- 
pleafure.  Under  fuch  a  corrupt  judge,  the  refleS- 
ing  part  of  the  nation  beheld,  with  grief  and  ado- 
niihment,  the  laws  furrendered  to  that  arbitrary 
will  which  they  were  intended  to  control,  and 
made  fubfervient  to  the  oppreffion  and  the  mif- 
chiefis  which  they  were  intended  to  counteraft'  *. 

The  king.     Reorardlefs  of  theaddrefs  and  remonftrance  pre- 
retains  m    -         P,       ,  l     i  •        /i-n  .       ■  . 

his  fcrvicc  fented  by  the  commons,  the  kmg  ftiU  retained  m 

the  offi.     his  fervice  thofe  oflicers  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to 

ccrs  who   the  (efts^     Though   the  parliament,  in  a  ftate  of 

ukeo^e  Prorogation,  was  debarred  from  an  opportunity  of 

cefts.        repeating  remon  ft  ranees,  and  of  entering  into  a 

fairconteft  with   their  fovereign,  yet,  while   the 

courts  of  juftice  were  open,  it  was  not  to  be  ex* 

pefted,  that  a  people,  infpired  with  a  proper  fenfc 

of  the  value  of  liberty,  would  be  fo  fharaefully 

overawed,  as  not  to  bring  to  a  legal  examination 

claims  of  prerogative,  pregnant  with  deftruftion 

to  the  conftitution,  and  to  the    religion  of  their 

country.  , 

Aware  of  this  attack,  the  king  was  preparing 

to  meet  it  with  the  moft  effectual,  and,  oftenfibly, 

the  faireft  weapons  of  defence.     Having  founded 

the  fentiments  of  the  judges,  and  difplaced  fuch 

as  were  fufpedled  of  being  inimical  to  ufurpation, 

he  at   laft  accomplifhed  a  trial  of  the  legality  of 

Trial  of    the  difpenfmg  power,  in  circumftances  *  moft  fa* 

thedif-     vourable  to  his   wilhes.    The  queftion  was  not 

pcnfmg     brought  forward  at  the  inftance  of  any  individual 

f^^^^'      of  rank,  or  of  any  confederacy  or  aflbdation  of 

1 1  Warrington,    Life  of  Lord  Guilfori 
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men  who  had  a  real  intereft  in  the  iffue  of  it ;  or  C  HA  P. 
who  would  have  felt,  with  indignation,  the  injury  ^lMl^_^ 
of  a  partial  decifion.     A  fervant  of  Colonel  Hales,    i686. 
a  Roman  catholic,  was  inftigated,  by  the  emifla- 
ries  of  the  court,  to  lodge  an  information  againft 
his  mafter,  for  not  having  complied  with  the  tefts, 
and  to  claim  the  legal  premium  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  payable  by  the  offender.     His  'fuit  was 
brought  before  the  county  aflize  at  Rocheftcr, 
when  Colonel  Hales  produced  the  king's  letter, 
excufing  him  from  obedience  to  the  tefts.     The    April, 
profecutor  next  carried  his  adion  to  the  court  of 
king's  bench :  the  caufe  was  argued  feebly  and 
coolly  in  behalf  of  the  informer :  every  nerve  of 
ingenuity  and  diligence  was  exerted  by  the  lawyer 
for  the  crown,  to  defend  and  legalize  the  royal  dif- 
penfation.     It  was  accordingly  confirmed  by   the 
fentence  of  the  court"  •. 

Thus  armed  with  the  fanflion  of  the  law,  the 
king  was  refolved  to  puih  the  advantages  of  vic- 
tory, and  to  exercife,  in  a  wider  range,  that 
branch  of  the  prerogative  which  had  hitherto  been 
palliated  with  the  pretence  of  gratitude,  and  con- 
fined to  thofe  officers,  who  had  meritorioufly 
finred  him  during  the  rebellion  of  Monmouth. 

His  firft  attempt  for  this  purpofe,  was  made  upon  The  kiog 
the  Charter-houfe' hofpital :  a  letter  was   iffued  f "J^^^  * 
under  the  royal  feal,  direfted  to  the  governors,  charter- 
requiring  them  to  admit  a  penfioner  upon  the  fund,  houfe  boA 
without  exading  any  fubfcription  or  recognition  pital, 
of  his  conformity  to  the  church  of  England,  or  '7*^  Dec. 
the  oath   of  allegiance ;   qualifications   exprefsly 
required  by  the  will  of  the  donor.     This  attempt 
to  violate  the  laws  of  the  foundation,  and  to  thwart 
its  pious  purpofe,  was  reiifted  with  fidelity  and  fpi- 

••  EclttTd. 
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CH  A  P.ritby  the  truftees,  upon  whom  the  king  threatened 

^^J[^^2^_^  to  wreak  his  vengeance'  % 

1CT6  7.      ^^  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  of  Cambridge 

Intheuni-  Opened  the  mod  tempting  profpeds  to  the  afpiring 

vcrfiiy  of  votaries  of  the  Roman   religion.    If  they  could 

^?*        once  poflefs  themfelves  of  thefountains  of  fcience, 

^**      how   eafy  would  it  be  to  purify  the  (Ireams  that 

flowed  irom  them  ?  The  faith  of  Rome  would 

again  acquire  an  approved  and  ftable  dominion  in 

the  hearts  of  the  people  of  England, 

Elated  with  thele  expeftations^  the  king  endea- 
voured to  obtairi  a  preced^ent  for  the  proinotion  of 
catholics  in  the  univerfities,  by  writing  a  letter  to 
doftor  Peachel,  vice-chancellor  of  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  commanding  the  admiflion  of  Ah 
ban  Francis,  a  benedidine  monk,  to  the  degree 
of  mafter  of  arts,  without  adminiflering  any  oath  | 
whatfoever,  notwithfUnding  any  law  to  thecon^ 
February,  trary.     The  king's  letter  was  laid  before  thecon- 
fiftory,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  relolved,  that  they 
could  not  comply  with  his  deiire,  without  break-  ! 
ing  their  oaths,    tie  was  (lung  with  diTappoixu- 
ment ;  and  the  vice -chancellor,  whofe  duty  it  was 
to  announce  the  refolution  of  the  univerfity,  was 
fummoned  to  appear  before  the  eccIefialUcal  conn 
7th  May*  miffion,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  his  office, 
in  Magda      While  yet  embroiled  in  the  difpute  with  Cam- 
lea  col-     bridge,  James  made  an  attempt  to  exercife  the 
lege.  Ox-  fame  unlicenfed  and  obnoxious  power  upon  the 
**'^'        univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  an  affair  where  the  confe- 
quences  were  ilill  more   momentouiS,  and  more 
(^vious   to  the  a^rehenfion  of  every  ipefikator. 
The  office  of  prefident  of  Magdalen  coUege  had 
become  vacant,  by  the  death  ol  dodor  Clark :  the 
emoluments  of  the  office   were  confiderahk,  its 
dignity  illuftrious^  and  the  power  belonging  to  it 

•«  Ralph. 
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extenflve.     The  royal  mandate  was  iffued,  rcquir-  C  HA  P. 
ing  the  college  loeleft  one  Farmer,  a  jefuit  prieft,  ,   y^^- 
to  be  their  prefident ;  accompanied  with  adifpen-     ,^g 
fation,  exempting  him  from  the  oaths  required  by  \  rh 
law,  and  by  the   ftatutes  of  the  univerfity.     The  April. 
loyalty  of  the  univerfity   of  Oxford  had  furpaffed 
the  example  of  any  other  public  body  of  men  in 
the  reign  of  the  kinj^'s  father  ;  and  had  been  ex- 
perienced by  James  himfelf,  during  the  dependence 
of  the  bill  of  exclufion,  when  he  feemed  to  be 
forfaken  by  all  his  friends.     From  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  his    majefty  might,  perhaps,  expeft  more 
implicit  obedience  than  he  met  with  at  Cambridge; 
though,  furely,  attachment  was    ungeneroufly  re- 
paid, when  it  was  put  to  the  teft  of  betraying  a 
facred  trult,  and  wounding  at  once  the  honour,  of 
i.idividuals,  ani  the  mod  precious  interefts  of  the 
corporation.     The  ftatutes  of  the  univerfity,  which 
by  folemn  oath  they  were  bound  to  pbferve,  re- 
quired  a  conformity  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church 
of  England,  as   an  indifpenfable  qualification  of 
every   candidate  for  any  office  in  the  univerfity. 
The  king,  to  whom  they  had  proffered  unlimited 
obedience,  required  them  to  eleft  a  jefuit  prieft^ 
to  fill  one  of  the   higheft  offices  in  tiie  univerfity. 
Their  moral  and   political    creed  Hood  in  diredk 
contradiction  to  each  other :  —What  were  they  to 
do  ?  they  were  ready  to  rcfign  their  rights,  their 
fortunes,  and  their   lives,  to  gratify  the  defire  of 
their  fovereign:  they   acKnowlcvlged   no  fecular 
authority,  nor  any  confidemion,  public  or  private, 
to  reftrain  or  circumfcribe  their  obedience,  and 
they  might  boaft,  therefore,  with  truth,  a  loyalty 
which  was  bounded  only  by  the  laws  of  heaven. 
But  here  they  (topped :  th^s  was  the  term  of  their 
ot>edtence.     They  refufed  ^o  trifle  with  the  facred 
obligation  of  an  oath  :  the/  pleaded  honour,  con- 
fcience,  the  merit  of  pa^t  fer vices  j  but  they  pleaded 
0  all 
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C  H' AP  became  the  inftruments  of  royal  vengeance  againft 
^^^-     the  fellows  of  bt.  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  who 
^^'"'T^^  had  refitted  his   ulurped   authority.     They   pro- 
Thc  ktVig  nounced  a  fentence,  by  which  the  offenders  were 
urcsmtaas  diiabled  from  holding  any  church  preferment, 
to  obijun        To  thofe  who  entered  with  anxiety  into  the  ftate 
*  Xa"^^^   ^^  ^^^  nation,  it  ieemed  extremely  doubtful,  whe- 
mcni.        ther.they  bad   moll  to  hope  or  to  fear  from  the 
meeting  of  a  new  parliamenn.     A  parliament  mo- 
delled by  the   intrigues,  and  attached  to  the  inte- 
relt,  ot  the   court,    would  irretrievably   feal  the 
ufurpations  of  prerogative,  and  give  the  lau  fatal 
wound  to  theii:. expiring  privileges.     Such  appre- 
benfions  were   unavoidable,  when  they  oblerved 
the  artifices  aud-.the.indefatigable  exertions  ufcd  by 
the  king,  to  accomplilh  a  legal  ratification  of  the 
indulgences  which    he   h.id  already  granted,  and 
farther   intended,  to   thoie   ot  his   own  religion. 
He  now  devoted  a  great  part  of  his  time  to  coun- 
fellors,   juuges,  •  and  gentlemen   of  property;  iii 
order  to  dilcover  their  lentiments,  and  to  engage 
them  to   fupport  his.  favourite  meafuies,  in  their 
private  and  official  charadeis^  '.     To  enlarge  the 
Iphere  of  perfonal  infiuence,  he  made  a  progrefs 
thnaigh  leveral  of  the  counties  of  England ;  and 
^^    ^^^  enibraced    every  opportunity  of  converlmg  with 
the  nobility,  and  gentry  on  thofe  lubjecls,  which 
were  ever  uppermoii  in  his  thoughts.     He  argued, 
proinilcd,  threafened,  in   order  to  work  convic- 
tion, or  to  extort  approbation.     He  was  diligent 
in  gathering    information  concerning  the  princi- 
ples ot  others,  to   whom  he  had  not  perfondl  ac- 
cels.     The  lords  lieutenants  of  the  counties  re- 
ceived orders  to  affeinble  deputies  and  juftices  of 
the  peace,  within  their  dillricts,  to  dilcover  what 
line  of  political  condudk  ttiey  intended  to  purfuej 

«♦  Orleans. 
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and   particularly,  vhether,  if  returned  members  ^  ^^  P- 
of  parliament,  they  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  ^^..,..,^^^ 
the  tefts,  and  the  penal  ftatutes  ;  and  promife  to     i^gy^ 
fupport   only  the  eleOion  of  fuch  candidates  as  , 

fhould  be  difpofed  to  comply  with  the  king's  plea- 
fure.  The  information,  derived  from  thefc  vari- 
ous  channels  of  inquiry,  was  intended  for  the  di- 
rection of  the  lords  regulators,  a  new  denomina- 
tion of  commiiTioners,  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  legal  qualifications  of  voters,  and  the  political 
fentiments  which  they  held* '.  Though  the  firft 
was  the  profeffed  objeft  of  their  jurifdidion;  yet 
it  was  well  underftood,  that  the  lall  was  the  true 
ohjtQt  of  their  creation,  and  the  fecret  fpring  of 
all  their  decifions. 

The  new  modelling  of  boroughs  by  writs  of  guo 
warranto^  was  now  purfued  with  the  fame  violence 
as  had  been  done  in  the  late  reign ;  and  employed 
to  diminifh  that  intereft,  which  it  was  originally 
contrived  to  fupport :  an  in(lru£tive  warning  to 
men,  precipitated  by  the  viblence  of  party  fpirit, 
to  take  care,  left  the  bafe  defire  of  refentment 
fhould  tempt  them  to  give  way  to  precedents^ 
which  may  one  day  be  turned  to  their  own  deftruc- 
tion.  In  every  inftance  where  the  authority  of 
the  new  commiflioners  was  exercifed,  the  influence 
of  the  members  of  the  eflabliflied  church  was  inf* 
paired.  Diffenters  were  introduced  into  corpora- 
tions )  they  were  advanced  to  magifterial  dignity : 
they  were  deftined  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  in  parliament**. 

The  addrefs,  the  induftry.  and  the  new  and  un-  Difap- 
conilitutional  regulations   employed  by  the  court.  Pointed. 
did  not  meet  with  the  fuccefs  expected  from  them. 
The  king  was  afraid  of  fubmitting  the  fate  of  his 

'*  Life  of  Lord  Gatiford;  p.  213. 
**  Echardy  Keooet. 
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CHAP  favourite  fchemes,  to  the  precarious  deciiion  of  par- 
^^^'     liament.     Unable  to  brook  difappointment,  and 
1681.    unwilling  to  recede  from  his  fond  refolutions,  he 
now  feemed  determined  to  accompliih  the  perfor- 
mance of  them,  by  means  the  moft  defperate  and 
alarming  to  the  nation.     Notwkhftanding  be  had 
loft  a  fupply  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
by  an  abrupt  prorogation  of  parliament ;  yet  he 
had  managed  his  revenue  with  fuch  dexterous  eco- 
nomy, as  to  be  able  to  maintain  a  larger  army 
than  had  been  known  in  ajiy  former  period  of 
Orders      peace.     He.  had  ordered   that  army  to  be  put  in 
his  array    warlike  array,  and  encamped  on  Hounflow-heath  ; 
^^m-td     ^*  *^  ^^^  kingdom  had  been  threatened  with  im- 

^    '    mediate  invafion  by  a  foreign  power. 
Dcclara-       Thus  prepared  to  bid  defiance  to  the  laws,  the 
tion  for     king  publiihed  a  declaration  for  liberty  of  confci- 
liberty  of  gjj^e  ;  and  exprefled  his  firm  purpofe  to  difpenfc 
confci-      ^jjj^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  £^j.  ^i^g  future.     This  declara- 

4ih  April  tion  was  attended  by  an  order  from  him  in  privy 
1687,       council,  that  it  ihouid   be  read  through  all  the 
^1h8^^"^  churches  in  England ;  and  that,  for  this  purpofe, 
the  biihops  fhould  caufe  it  to  be  fent  and  diftri* 
4th  May   buted  through  their  rerpedive  diocefes.     By  this 
16S8.       refolution  the  king  filled  up  the  meafure  of  infa- 
tnation,  ingratitude,  and  tyranny ;   and  haftened 
the  crifis  of  national  deliverance.     The  church  of 
England  had  embarked  their  all  with  his  father ; 
and  had  fallen  with  him.     Their  intereft,  and  that 
of  monarchy,  had  been  confidered  as  infeparable. 
From  the  period  of  the  reftoration,  they  had  mag- 
nified the  prerogative;  and  had  inculcated  the  moft 
abjeft  fentiments  of  paflive^ obedience.     But  they 
were  not  even  fuffered    to  be  pafTire  fubjefts  of 
tyranny :  they  muft  do  violence  upon  themfelvcs : 
they  muft  become  the  inftruments  of  their  own 
deftruoion:  their   obligations   to  fidelity  in  their 
profeffion,  muft  yield  to  their  engagements  of  al- 

-  legiancc 
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legiance  to  the  prince.     Six  bifhops,  together  with  CHAP, 
the  archbiOiop,  met  at  Lambeth ;  and,  after  folemn  ,^^fl- 
confultation,  refolved,  not  to  be  acceflbry  to  en-    .^^gg 
fnare  the  confciences  of  the  officiating  clergy  :  but  Thebi- 
to  take  the  whole  blame  upon  themfelves,  by  re-  ^^«  '«- 
fufing  to  obey  the  order  of  the  privy  council ;  and  ["jjj^^jj  j^ 
to  tranfmit  the  king's  declaration.     If  there  had  to  their 
remained  in  the  bread  of  the  prince  the  fmalleft  diocefes. 
regard  to  prudence,  the  refufal  of  fuch  a  body  of 
men  might  h^^ve  warned  him,  that  be  had  already 
advanced  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  wanton  authority. 
It  was,  as  if  a  voice  from  heaven  had  announced, 
**  No  farther  fhalt  thou  go."     A  petition  from  18th  May. 
the  bifliops,  drawn  up  in  the  mo(t.refpe£tful  terms, 
was  pronounced  an   aggravation  of  their  offence. 
They  were  committed  to  the  Tower :  they  were  They  ar« 
tried  for  publiibing  a  fi^ditioUs  libel  againfl  his  impri- 
majefty  and  his  government :  they  were  acquitted.  ^^"^*^»  8th 
The  temper  of  the  nation  was  confpicuouily  dif-^""*^  ^^^^ 
played  in  every  ftage  of  theijc  profecution.    Innu- acquitted, 
merable  fpe£kators,  with  groans,  and  tears,  and  15^1^  Juoe. 
prayers  for  their  fafety,  beheld  them  carried  along 
as  criminals  ^o  prifon.     When  the  fentence  of  ac- 
quittal was  pronounced,  Weftminfter-hall,  the  city, 
and  the  camp,  refounded  with  acclamations  of  joy. 
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VII. 


APPENDIX: 

Inquiry  whether  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  accejfary  to  M9n^ 
mouth*!  Invafion.'-He  is  accufedby  D*  A^aux — by  Father 
Orleans, — Arguments  in  Vindication  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange. — The  Refie£lions  of  Mr*  Macpherfon^  upon  toe 
Oondu£f  of  the  Prince  of  Orguge^  unfounded  and  iUibe" 
raL 

Inquiry     "I^XTHETHER  the  prince  of  Orange  hail  any 
whether       VV     part  in  advifing,  or  in  promoting,  theex- 
of*S"a°n  \  pedition  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  is  a  queftion 
was  accef-  which  very   materially  affcfts  his  charader,  and 
fary  to      belongs  to  the  political  hiftory  of  that  period.  The 
Mon-       -whole  conduft  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  towards 
rnvafJon     ^^^  ^"^^  ^^  Monmouth,  is   reprefented  in  fuch  a 
view,  and  placed  in  fuch  a  connexion  by  fome  hif- 
torians,  as  to  refer  to  Monniouth*s  expedition ; 
and  by  others,  the   contrivance  of  it  is,  in  dired 
terms,  laid   to  his  charge.     Let  us  attend  to  the 
arguments  adduced  upon  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  and  to  the  charafters  of  the  hiftorians  who 
fupport  them  with  their  credit  and  authority, 
ric  is  ac-      D'Avaux,  the  French  refident  in  Holland,  de- 
cufed  by    fcends  into  a  minute  defcription  of  the  affiduous 
i)  Avauxj  attentions  exercifed  by  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Orange,  to  flatter  the  vanity,  and  court  the  friend- 
fhip,  of  Monmouth,  while  he  continued  in  Hol- 
land, during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Char- 
les II.     The  prince  of  Orange  ordered  his  guards 
to  falute  Monmouth,  a  mark  of  rcfpeft  (eldom 

paid 
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paid  to  any  but  the  legitimate  relations  of  the  roy«-  CHAP, 
al  family  :  he  allowed  him  to  enter  into  his  private  ^J^l^^^ 
apartments,  with  the  familiarity  of  a  domeftic  : 
he  confulted  with  him  often,  and  upon  affairs  of  < 
moment :  he  beftowed  the  mod  important  favours 
upon  his  recommendation :  he  departed  from  his 
natural  referve  and  gravity,  by  entering  into  thofe 
gay  amufements  which  were  adapted  to  the  frivo- 
lous tafte  of  his  gueft.  The  princefs  of  Orange, 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  her  huiband,  fcru- 
pled  not  to  ftoop  to  ridiculous  and  even  indecent 
levities,  for  the  amufement  of  her  relation.  Thefe 
extravagant  condefcenfions,  it  is  infmuated,  were 
not  made  without  a  view  of  enfnaring  the  confi- 
dence and  acquiring  an  afcendency  over  the  mind 
of  Monmouth,  deftined  as  a  tool  to  work  out  the 
dark  fchemes  of  William,  ever  political  and  pro- 
jeain^". 

More  dire£tly  to  the  purpofe,  it  is  afferted  by 
the  fame  author,  that,  upon  the  news  of  the  death 
of  Charles  II.,  the  prince  was  (hut  up  in  clofecon- 
fultation  with  Monmouth,  at  midnight^.  That 
after  his  departure  to  Bruflels,  he  maintained  a  con- 
ftant  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Bentinck,  the 
prince's greateft  confident:  that  he  afterwards  re- 
turned to  Amfterdam,  where  he  lived  incognito^ 
and  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for  his  expe- 
dition into  England  ;  circumftances  too  important 
to  efcape  the  knowledge  of  the  prince  :  who,  when 
applied  to  by  Skelton,  the  ambaffador  of  James, 
to  flop  two  veffels  in  the  Texel,  retained  for  the 
fervice  of  Monmouth,  contrived  delays,  in  order 
that  they  might  efcape ;  and  that  he  did  not  exert 
himfelf,  with  zeal  and  adivity  correfponding  to 

'  D'ArauXy  1 8th  and  2  jth  January  J685. 
*  Ibid,  2 2d  February. 

his 
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CHAP,  his  duty  and  engagements  to  James^  to  difcover 
^^^'.  and  countera&   the  confultations  and  projedsof 
the  Englifli  refugees  aflbciated  vith  Monmouth  ^ 

r  The  fame  hiftorian  mentions  his  having  heard, 
that  the  king  of  England  had  found  letters  written 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,  which  difcovered  the 
intelligence  he  bad  with  Monmouth ;  and  that 
.  he  ^ad  afterwards  met  with  a  contradt  between 
William  and  Monmouth,  in  which  both  confented 
to  promote  the  princefs  of  Orange  to  the  throne, 
provided  that  Monmouth  was  allowed  to  hold 

^  the  firfl:  place  of  authority  in  the  kingdom  ^. 
by  Jarces;  King  James,  in  pofitive  terms,  afcribes  the  in* 
vafion  by  Monmouth  to  the  counfel  and  afliftance 
of  his  fon-in-law  ;  and  afligns  this  plaufible  rea- 
fon,  which  induced  him  to  depart  fo  flagranti? 
from  the  ties  of  affedion,  and  the  profeflions 
of  filial  refpe£t  and  duty,  which  he  openly  made. 
*^  As  the  prince  had  only  two  rivals,  who  ftood 
^'  between  him  and  the  throne,  the  mod  obvious 
^'  policy  fuggefted  to  him  the  playing  the  one 
*^  againfl:  the  other ;  and  in  profecution  of  this 
'^  deiign,  to  inftigate  Monmouth  to  invade  the 
^'  throne  of  England :  an  attempt,  which,  in 
*^  every  iffue  of  it,  muft  neceifarily  be  produc- 
**  tive  of  his  private  advantage^  The  fuccefs  of 
*^  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  if  it  happened,  would 
^^  diemonftrate  the  inclinations  of  the  people  of 
^^  England,  to  prefer  an  imperfed  title  to  the 
*'  throne,  when  the  intereft  of  religion  was  at 
"  flake.  The  illegitimacy  of  his  birth,  as  well 
^  as  his  unfitnefs  for  government,  would  eafily 
^^  induce  the  nation,  upon  cool  refledion,  to 
**  transfer  their  affedions  to  the  prince  and  prin- 

'  D'Avaux,  8th  March,  t^h  April. 
♦  Ibid.  30ih  May  1686. 
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**  ccrs  of  Orange,  the  next  lawful  heirs  of  the  C  H  ^  P. 
**  proteftant  perfualion.    But  if  an  event  more    ^^J' 
**  probable   fhould    take    place,    if    Monmoutti      ^,j  * 
'^  ihould  be  defeated,  and  his  perfon  fall  into  the  v^-"y--»^ 
^^  hands  of  the  king,  the  prince  might  expedt  to 
**  fucceed  to  his  intereft    and    friends,    and    tq 
**  advance  one  ftep  nearer  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
«land^" 

The  fingle  faft,  adduced  in  fupport  of  thefe 
conjedures  concerning  the  ambitious  fpeculations 
of  William,  is,  thaf  Bentinck,  who  was  fent  by 
him  to  congratulate  king  James  upon  the  defeat 
of  Monmouth,  was  viflbly  alarmed  and  perplex- 
ed, when  he  was  informed,  that  the  king  had 
confented  tp  admit  Monmouth  into  his  prefence, 
left  he  lliould  purchafe  his  pardon  by  difcovering 
the  treachery  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and 
^'  that  he  was  never  at  eafe  till  Monmouth's  head 

"   was  cut  off.    *'*  ^  ^  by  father 

Father  Orleans  not  only  coincides  with  James  Orleans. 
in  accuHng  the  prince  of  Orange  of  being  privy 
to,  and  afliding,  the  expedition  of  Monmouth, 
but  is  at  pains  to  remove  an  objection  to  this  opi- 
nion, which  might  be  drawn  from  the  prince's 
conduct  in  fending  Bentinck  to  make  an  offer  to 
James   of  the  troops  of  Holland,  and  his  perfo- 
nal  fervice  againd  Monmouth.     1  his,  he  alleges, 
was   occafioned  by  the  imprudent  ambition  of 
Monmouth,     who,    contrary    to  the    terms   of 
agreement    between  him  and  William,  had   af- 
lumed  the  title  of  king,  and  provoked  refentment 
m  that  quarter  from  which  he  expeded  to  have 
drawn  ailidaDce  '• 

^  Life  of  James,  1685,  Extrafl4# 
•  Ibid.  November  26,  1685. 
Orleans,  1685. 

Let 
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Let  us  attend  to  the  evidence  on  thfe  other  (ide : 
The  trifling  anecdotes,  relative  to   the  inter- 
courfe  between  the  prince  of  Orange  and  Mon- 
mouth, and   the  civilities  the  former  (hewed  the 
Argu-      latter,  happened  previous  to  the  death  of  Charles 
mcnis  m   (j^^  Second,  and  cannot  fairly  be  imputed  to  any 
don  of*    immediate  view  to  the  throne  of  England;  and^ 
the  prince  with  dill  \ek  propriety,  can  they  be  admitted  as  a 
ofOrangc.  proof  of  the  prince's  participation  of  Monmouth's 
expedition,  occafioned  by  an  event  at  that  period 
contingent  and  uncxpeSed.    .Though  Charles  the 
Second  was  much  under  the  influence  of  his  bro- 
ther,   and,    in   order  to  difcourage   Monmouth 
from  interfering  with  him  in  the  fuccefllon  to  the 
throne,   had  announced  external  expreflions  of 
\   difpleaiure  againfl  his  fon,  yet,  as  he  ftill  loved 
him  with  great  tendernefs,  it  can  fcarcely  be  be- 
lieved, that  he  was  diflatisfied  fo  much,  as  he 
profefled  to  be,  with  the  diftinftion  and  kindnefs 
with  which  his  nephew  treated  Monmouth  when 
his   gueft.     This  reafon  the  prince  of   Orange 
afligns   in  a   letter  to  his  confident  Bentinck,  in 
which  he  complains    of  Mr.   Chudleigh's  info- 
lence,  for  having  reproved  him  for  it  in  name  of 
the  king  *.     "He  is  the  fon,'*  fays  he,  '*  whom 
**  he  has  pardoned  for  the  faults  he  has  commit- 
ed,  and  though  he  has  removed  him  from  his 
prefence,  I  know  that,   in   the  bottom  of  his 
*'  heart,  he   has  always  fome  friendfliip  for  him, 
*'  and  that  the  king  cannot  be  angry  with  him." 
There   is   a  note  in  Monmouth's  pocket  book, 

•  Chudlcioh,  inflead  of  addreffing  the  prince  to  remove  Mon- 
mouth, addrelTcd  the  Dutch  oHicersi  and  forbad  them  to  falute 
him,  which  fo  provoked  the  prince,  that  be  lifted  his  hand  to 
Chudleigh.  Secret  Hilbry,  vol.  ii.  p,  9.  The  pfince  had  or- 
dered his  tr&ops  to  pay  military  honours  to  Monnaouth,  becaufe 
he  h^d  ferved  with  him  as  a  general  in  the  Netherlands.. 

feized 
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feized  when  he  was  apprehended,  from  which  it  C  ^ J^^* 
appears,  that  Charles  coald  not  fupprefs  his  af- 
fedion  for  him,  even  at  the  time  that  he  put  him 
under  difgrace.  "  He  could  not,"  [ays  he, 
"  diffemble  his  fatisfadion,  he  preffed  my 
"  hand  \" 

D'Avaux  himfelf,  in  the  fame  way,  accounts 
for  the  prince  if  Orange's  difregard  to  the  pub- 
lie  orders  he  received  from  Lngland.  by  continu- 
ing to  entertain  Monmouth  at  his  court.  ''  The 
**  prince,'*  fays  he,  "  has  not  loll  his  under. 
"  (landing,  but  he  muft  have  been  quite  bereft 
**  of  it  by  fuch  behaviour  towards  the  king  of 
**  England,  if  he  had  not  been  aflured,  that  his 
**  maj^fty  was  fecretly  pleafed  with  it  '  *".*'  And 
after  the  acceffion  of  James,  he  fayi,  upon  the 
authority  of  count  de  Waldeck,  "  that  the  late 
*•  king  of  England  was  very  well  pleafed  with  the 
^'  prince's  honourable  treatment  of  Mon- 
«  mouth"/' 

From  thefe  teftimonies  it  appears,  that  William 
did  not  lofe  fight  of  prudence  while  he  carefled 
his  exiled  friend.  The  public  and  avowrd  will 
of  princes  often  exprefs  a  direft  contradiction  to 
their  private  wiflies  and  affections,  and  are  fo 
interpreted  by  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
drefled.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the  prince  of 
Grange  had  full  affurance,  that  while  he  violated 
the  orders  of  the  king,  formally  announced  by 
the  mouth  of  his  ambaflador,  he  gratified  the  at- 
fedtions  of  the  parent,  and  formed  the  moft  ac- 
ceptable pretenfions  to  the  gratitude  of  his  uncle. 
Independently  of   ail  prudential  confederations. 


9  Well  wood,  Ap.  No.  14. 

»°  D'AvaiJX,  25th  January  1685. 

»'  Ibid,  ill  March, 
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CHAP,  may  not  fome  influence  be  afcribed  to  the  temper 
^^''     and  infinuating  manners  of  Monmouth  ?    He  pof- 
feffed  fome  Ihare  of  the  wit,  and  all  the  graces 
of  his  father,  freed  from  the  awe  and  reflraint 
impofed  by  elevation  .of  rank.     It  is  no  wonder 
if  thefe  qualities   at  times  tempted   the  prince  to 
lay   afide  that  auftericy)    which  a  life,   haraffed 
with  care  and  tumult,  and  occupied  with  the  mod 
important  bufmefs,    had  increafed  to  a   degree 
offenfive  to  his  moft  familiar  friends.     From  the 
intimacy  that  fubfifted  between  Monmouth  and 
the  prince  of  Orange,  it  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pefted,  that   they  would   mutually  converfe  and 
confult  together  upon  any  bufinefs  of  importance 
to  either   of  them.     That  they  did  fo,  upon  the 
news  of  the  death  of  the  king  of  England,  may 
be  fairly  admitted ;  but  fince  the  refult  of  thefe 
confultations   has   not  tranfpired,  no  criminality 
can   be   inferred  from  them,  nor  do  they  carry 
any  evidence  of  the  prince's  interference  with  the 
expedition  of  Monmouth. 
.   The  ftory,  which  D*Avaux  mentions,  of  the 
king   of   England  having  found  letters   of   the 
prince   of    Orange,     which  difcovered  his   cor- 
refpondence  with  Monmonth,   and  of  his  having 
found  a  contract  between  the  prince  and  Mon- 
mouth, bears  no  marks  of  authenticity ;  it  is  only 
hearfay  evidence.     Not  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
ftory  is  named.     The  fubje£l  of  the  letters  is  »ot 
fpecified ;  the  contract,  it   is   admitted,  was  not 
figned.     The  contents  of  it ;    namely,  that   the 
princefs  of  Orange  fhould  be  queen  of  England ; 
were   quite    irreconcilable   with  the   determined 
refolution  of  William,  not  to  hold  the  crown  of 
England  in  dependance  upon  his  wife.     It  is  re- 
markable, that  James,  in  the  hidory  of  his  life, 
takes   no  notice  of  having  foifnd  fuch  a  contraft 
and   fuch  letters;    an  omiilion  unaccountable, 

when 
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when  we  coDfider  ho^v  much  this  difcovery  would  CHAP, 
have  reflefled  upon  the  charadier  of  the  prince  of    .  ^^'* 
Orange.     Not  the  leaft  credit  can  be  given  to  a     d'x!** 
ftory  ib  vague,  fo  ill  fupported,  fo  full  of  contra- 
diction and  abfurdity. 

With  regard  to  the  backwardnefs  of  William, 
in  not  fetzing  the  fhips  fuppofed  to  be  retained  for 
the  fervice  of  Monmouth,  and  in  not  doing  what 
he  might  have  done  to  obftruft  his  expedition ; 
the  firft   of  thefe ;    namely,  the  feizing   of  the 
fhips  retained  for  the  fervice  of  Monmouth,  was 
the  proper  duty  of  the  court  of  admiralty  at  Am* 
fterdam,  and  the  blame  of  not  doing  it  falls  to  its 
charge     *^      Fhe   circuitous,  cumberfome  forms, 
arifing  from  the  conftitution  of  the  States,  afford 
perions   in  adminillration  a  fpecious  pretext  for 
the  delay  of  bufinefs  which  they  do  not  cordially 
wiih  to  promote,     The  connexion  which  William 
had  formed  with  many  of  the  Englilh  refugees, 
who  were  friends  to  Monmouth,  with  views,  no 
doubt,  political,    though  not  criminal,  rendered 
him  unwilling   to  make   a  Arid  inquiry  about 
them,  or  to   do  any  thing  to  forfeit  their  efteem 
and  aifefttons,  though   he  might  not  be  privy  to 
their  immediate  defigns.     The  States,  who  might  - 
have  co-operated  with  William  in  any  effedual 
fearch  after  the  difaffcded  fubjefts  of  James,  en- 
tertained ftrong  prejudices  againft  that  prince  on 
account   of  his  religion,  and  the  fufpicion  they 
entertained  of  his  having  fomented  the  divifions 
between  them  and  England,  during  the  reign  of 
his   brother.      The   protection  of  ftrangers  is  a 
fundamental  principle  in   the  conftitution  of  the 
States,  and  a  delicate,  inflexible  adherence  to  it 
might,  upon  this  occafion  as  well  as  upon  others, 
be  interpreted  a  connivance  at  thofe  who  claimed 

■*  Ralph,  vol  i  p.  85 J. 

the 
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C  H  A  P.  the  benefit  of  fuch  proteftion,  D'Avaux  fuggefts 
.^'^'  arguments,  which  ferve  for  the  exculpation  of 
P^j**'  William  from  any  fhare  in  Monmouth's  expedi- 
tion. The  prince,  according  to  his  tedimony, 
advifed  Monmouth  to  write  a  letter  to  James  upon 
his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  afTuring  him  of  his 
entire  fidelity  and  obedience  as  a  fubjeft  '  '• 

With   regard  to  the  remarks  contained  in  the 
life  of  James,  they   are  merely  conjeftural,  and 
are  evidently  tinged  with  the  fufpicion  and  the 
refentment   generated  by   his  mifortunes.     The 
life  of  James  was  compofed,  while  he  lived  in  a 
flate  of  degradation  and  exile,  deprefled,  doubt- 
ful, perhaps  defpairing,  of  the  future  reftoration 
of  his  family.     Though  his  own  imprudence  was 
the  caufe,  the  prince  of  Orange,  however  unbla« 
mably  or  laudably,  was  the  immediate  inftrument 
of  the  difgrace  and  calamities  with  which  he  was 
loaded.     Is  it   matter  of  furprife,    if  difappoint- 
ment  and  refentment   magnified,  in  the  concep- 
tion of  James,    every  circumftance,  which   ap- 
peared to  him  ungenerous  and  immoral  in  the 
conduA  of  his  fon-in-law ;    or   that  he  imputed 
to  him  a  (hare  in  every  previous  plot  and  aflbcia- 
tion,  which  had  contributed  to  difturb  his  peace, 
or  drip  him  of  his  dignity  ?  When  we  think  that 
any  perfon  has  grievouily  injured  us,  indignant 
imagination  accumulates  his  crimes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  evidence,  and  puts  a  conftrudion  upon 
preceding  actions,  which   did  not  enter  into  our 
minds  when  unruffled  by  pafiion,  at  the  time  that 
they  firft  paffed  under  our  review,  and  which,  to 
the  unprejudiced  and  difinterefted  judge,  appear 
harfh  and  inadmiffible.     We  charge  our  adverfa- 
ries   with  motives  and  projefts,  which  either  ex- 
ifted  not  at  all,   or  were  evidently  fuggefted  by 

*3  D'Avaux,   27ih  February,    1685. 

circumftances 


POLITICAL    TRANffAQTIONS,   &c.  299 

(tiroamftaadtsr  poileritir  tt>  tHe  dtee  affiled  fa  thkn  C  HA  Pi 
colndKnoraieiit^  b]t  ^be  portiai  and  the  OKafpei 
nttedmtndi   - 

The  e^or  which  ihs  prliifie  made  by  BentiMk^ 
of  fcrring  iri  porfom  at  the;  k^kd  of  the  tfdxipB 
a^inft  Monmotitb^  it  a  fuiicient  coaf\itatiori  o£ 
his  b^iikg  dcmcemsd  in  tbit  eitpcditioa^  ^^  ThU 
''  might  E)i9  granted/'  foys  fith^r  Orleans,  ^'  if 
^^  it  were  not  for  tbi^  comfideraticm,  that  Mon^ 
^  mouth's  having  aflltmed  the  title  6f  kiitg^  in 
'^  direfk  vioiadda  of  the  com^a6fc  btitil^em  him 
<'  nd  th^  prince^  provoked  the  latfdr  td  lehd  his 
'^  aid  to  tfavtitrt  the  ambiii<im  of  the  forn&er^  audi 
*^  at  the  fame  time^  to  pf  eftend  x^  great  merit  by 
^*  tile  offer  of  hi^  ferVices  td  h)s  father4n4aw/^ 
Bat  the  difproof  erf  this  allegation  refts  Hot  npcin 
eonjeAortt4  h«t  opoo  a  matter  4f  hSt^  When 
BentkiGk  ^as  fettt  &f er  t6  make  ttfi  c»ff(tfr  of  thd 
Ddtcb  troops,  th^  prin<^e  df  Ofangl?  was  i^* 
ram  of  Monmoath'i  having  affurrled  the  title  df 
kii^ }  fdr  be  was  fir  ft  pfdckitftdd  at  T^anton^ 
upoh  th^  very  day  that  Bdntiftck  had- liss  aadiMM 
at  WWitehall  '  *. 

Ho^  miprobabh5  the  d&rf  clmc6fning  the  ap(< 
prahenficrss  of  the  Datch  fll/nbaffadk^r^  tf hen  h4 
beard  thatMonrtnonth  was  t<^be  sidmitted  into  the 
pfdfettce  ^  the  king^  left  be  ftMtd  difeovdf  thd 
irtaehery  of  hil  maftcA^  ?  The  bab4fuU  pt ud^neo 
and  feferve  of  William,  the  bptotiefs  and  levitf 
ef  Momtioutfa^  tendered  it  to  tb^  tsft  degfdtf 
iaitirerbable^  tkit  thd  fof  nvsr^  whfttevHf  h^  wiflied 
or  int'ended^  wmM  have  pvt  hiffifeff  ehcif ely  ^ 
^mpofWGi  of  thelattlery  by  ea^i^effing,  &f  tvtA  in 
the  nf^ft  difta»  manndr  inikkaating  ^pptebad^^ 
of  liis  condud,  or  by  entrufting  him  with  ai  fecret, 

■♦  Biogr.  Brit.  fd.  il,  p.  210*  Stlr^  Uidorf  rf  Europe, 
fol.  ii.  p.  18. 
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CHAP,  which  might  one  dky  be  divulged,  to  the  injury  of 
^"  his  own  reputation,  and  to  the  utter  ruin  of  bis 
intereft  in  England.  Or,  if  be  had  imprudently 
ventured  fo  £ar,  would  he  have  provoked  Mon- 
mouth to  expofe  his  fl^ame ;  by  openly  fending  an 
ambaflador,  to  congratulate  James  upon  the 
fuppreflion  of  a  rebellion,  which  he  himfelf  had 
inftigated  ?  And  why  (hould  the  ambaflador  only 
dread  a  perfonal  interview  between  James  and  his 
nephew  r  Might  not  Monmouth  by  writing,,  or 
at  fecond  hand,  by  a  verbal  meflage,  have  im* 
parted  the  fatal  fecret  ?  He  did  adually  write  a 
letter  to  James.  To  what  purpofe  ?  Not  accufing, 
but  iA  the  mod  c^xprefs  terms  acquitting  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Orange,  of  all  Ihare  and  partici* 
pation  of  his  crime.  He  moves  it  as  a  mitiga- 
tion of  his  guilt,  that  it  was  not  the  offspring  of 
his  own  heart,  but  the  fuggeftion  of  evil  coun- 
fellors ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  this,  he  adds,  that 
the  prince  and  princefs  of  Orange  will  bear  wit- 
nefs  for  me,  that  I  gave  my  promife  to  them, 
that  I  never  would  ftir  againft  your  majefty  '  *• 

With  regard  to  the  chara£ter  of  father  Orleans 
as  an  hiftorian,  it  is  of  importance,  once  for  all, 
to  obferve,  that  whatever  occurs  to  invalidate  the 
evidence  of  James,  in  this  or  in  any  other  in* 
ftance,  produced  to  impeach  the  charader  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  may  with  equal  force  be  urged 
as  an  exception  to  the  authority  of  Orleans- 
Orleans  profeiTes  to  derive  all  his  information 
from  James,  and  even  boafls  of  taking  up  his 
pen,  at  his  defirer  and  in  his  vindication  '  *• 

To  what  has  been  already  obferved,  I  may 
add,  that  many  external  circumftances,  as  well 


•«  Echard,  TohiiLp.771. 
••  Sec  Preface  to  hiiHiitoiy. 

as 
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&8  the  behaviour  and  true  interefl:  of  the  prince  CHAP, 
of  Orange,    faggeft    ftrong    arguments  for  his  ■.^*^* 
acquittal  of  the  charge  of  iniligating  the  rebel-     o,""" 
lion  of  Monmouth.    Impelled  by  every  motive  < 
of  prudence,    the  prince  of  Orange  difcovered 
the  mod  anxious  folicitude  to  maintain  a  ftrift 
friendfhip  with  his  father-in  law,  after  his  ac*> 
ceflion  to  the  throne  of  Lngland.     Involved  izi 
domeftic  and  foreign  dangers,    his  authority  a) 
ftadtholder,   conftantly"  oppofed  by  the  city  of 
Amfterdam,  which  watched  every  opportunity  x<f 
impair  or  overturn  it,  ftood  upon  a  tottering  ba« 
lis.      The    reftlefs  ambition  and  refentment  of 
France  had  deftined  his  deftruflion.    The  only' 
probable  means  of  fecuring  his  perfonal  auchori'* 
ty,  and  the  peace  and  independence  of  the  States^ 
feemed  to  flow  from  the  fuccour  and  the  friend- 
ihip  of  England*     He  was  at  this  trery  timene** 
gociating  an  alliance  againft  France,  to  which 
the  acceifion  of  James  was  eflential,  and  he  en« 
tertained  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  obtaining 
it.     With  regard  to  his  views  on  the  fucceflion 
of    the    crown    of    England,    they  were  more 
likely  to  be  obftruded,  than  promoted,  by  the 
expedition  of  Monmouth,  whatever  the    event 
of  it  mi^ht  be.    The  fuccefs  of  Monmouth,  if 
it  had  taken  place,  would  not  have  been  eafilv 
overturned.    His  defea^t  could  only  tend  to  diu 
courage  the  hopes  and  future  attempts  of  the  di^ 
afield  party  in  England,  to  increafe  the  powtr 
and  eftablifli  the  throne  of  the  reigning  prince^ 
and  to  remove,  till  the  event  of  his  death,  all 
hopes  of  that  elevation,  at  which  the  princf  of 
Orange  is  reprefented  to  have  precipitately  grafped^ 
by  encouraging  and  aiding  rebellion. 

P  2        ^  I  have 
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I  have  the  mora  largely  infifted  on  this  ftib* 
]e£k,  becaufe  a  modern  hiiloriati,  Mr.  Macpher* 
fon^   has  not  only  decided  peremptorily  coacem^ 
iag  the  prince  of  Orange's  connexion  isrith  Mem* 
The  re*    moutb,  in  hb  expedition  againft  Junes,  but,  by 
Acaions    j^jj  artful  arrangement  of  his  ftory,    reprefents 
Macpiier.  ^^  condua  towaids  Monmouth,  for  many  pr«- 
fon  upon  ceding  years,  as  formed  and  directed  with  a  Yittur 
the  con-    to  that  event  * ' .     The  following  fesitence,  par- 
duaof     ticularly  dcfervcs  to  be  attended  to,    becaufe  it 
unftfunX*  fecras  to  fuggeft  matter  for  confutation  of  the 
ed  and  il-  opinion  which  it  contains.     ^^  The  generofity  of 
liberal.      **  the  prince,"  fays  he,    "  equalled  not  his  pro- 
**  fefled  zeal,  for  the  fervice  of  Monmouth.     The 
''  unfortunate  duke  derived  from  bis  own  plate 
<^  and  jewels,  his  whole  treafure  for  profecutiag 
*^  the  war  '  ^"     Is  it  not  unfair  to  affame  as  a 
fa&,  what  is  not  proved  ;   nay,  what  is  fo  much 
againft  evidence ;   namely,   the  zeal  of  William 
for  Monmouth's  lervice  ?    Is  there  not  adduced 
by  himfelf,   a  ftrong  prefumption  agatnft^hat  he 
a:Uerti  as  a  h&  ?    He  gave  him  no  money*     Was 
that  like  zeal  for  his  fervice  ? 

After  all,  the  arguments  now  adduced  are  tobe 
confidered  as  referring  to  this  fmgle  queftton, 
*'  Whether  there  i*  any  reafon  to  believe,  that 
^'  the  prince  of  Orange  advifed,  or  sd>etted,  the 
<^  expedSdon  of  MiHimoitth  i  Whether  he  was 
^<  a  partner  ia  bis  guilt  ?^'  The  prince  of 
Qrai^Cy  we  may  naturally  fuppofe,  fr^m  the 
period  of  kis  martiage,  had  his  thoughts  muck 
turned  towards  the  throne  of  England.  He  cut* 
tiv^d  aa  intimate  connexion  with  many  perfsm 
obnoxious  to  th^  di^eafure  of  his  uode  and  of 
his  iather-in.law;  bis  motives  for  fo  doing  mght 

'7  Macpherfdn,  vol.i.  c.  7. 
»»  Ibid. 

be 
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be  of  a  mixed  nattire.   He  was  not  infenfible  to  the  C  H  a  P. 
charms   of  ambition;     the  throne    of   England  ^''• 
might  one  day   devolve  upon  him  in  the  line  of    p^^"* 
fair  fucceillon,   and  prudence  fuggefted  a  watchi^  v. 
ful  eye  to  the  fta|c  of  parties,   and  to  the  ufe  of 
all  lawful   means  to  increafe    his    friends,    and 
ftrengthen  his  intereft.     Nor  would  it  be  candid 
to  withhold  credit  to  hiiti  for  more  generous  mo- 
tives.    He  was  a  true  friend  to  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion.    Though  enough  anxious  about  maintain- 
ing his  own  authority  at  home,  he  wifhed  alfo  to 
fecure  the   independence  of  his  native  country, 
and  to  fave    it  from  the  invafioi;i   of  an  ambi- 
tious neighbour,  who  had  marked  it  for  his  prey. 
The  political  conduct   both    of  Charles  and  of 
James  interfered  with  his  private  intereft  and  mod 
liberal  purpofes  ;  and  we  need  not  wonder,  that, 
in  his  turn,  he  endeavoured  to  thwart  their  mea- 
fures,  and   for  this  end  embarked  with  thofe  in 
England^  who  ftrugjjled  for  the  depreffion  of  re- 
gal power,  and  the  fecurity  of  liberty  and  of  the 
proteftant  religon  ". 


'9  We  find  in  the  life  of  Principal  Carftairs,  by  Br. 
M'Cormick,  an  infinuation  of  the  prince  of  Orange  having  been 
accefTary  to  Argylc*s  rebellion  ;  an  event  generally  underilood 
to  have  been  conneAed  with  Monmouth's  invafion.  **  In  a  paper 
'*  of  accounts  of  money  difborfed  by  him  for  the  prince's  fervlce, 
"  I  find  a  fum  dated  to  a  captain  Wifhart,  who  was  mailer  of 
**  the  veffcl  in  which  lord  Argyle  went  home  ;  0/  *a;hofe  honejiy 
*^  and  willifignf/j  to  ff rue  the  prince^  I  am  well  ajjund'^  Life 
of  Carftairs,  p.  35. 

Dr.  MVormick  adds,  **  This  is  the  only  evidence  !  haveev^r 
''  met  with,  that  Monmouth  and  Argyle  were  counrenanced  in 
*•  their  undertaking  by  the  pi  ince  of  Orange.  Htre  we  have 
«•  WiUiam  giving  money  to  the  perfon  who  broujjht  Arjryle 
•*  over,  in  order  toalfiS  the  duke  of  Monmouth  in  his  rebellion, 
**  at  the  very  time  when  he  is  oirering  to  James  to  c<»mt  in  per- 
''(bono  extinguifh  that  rchellioo.  The  pubnihcr  leaver  ii  to 
^'  political  cafuiiUto  folvethisphaenomcnon." 
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CHAP*      It  doea  not  appear,  that  Carflairs  gave  this  money  to  Wifliait 
VII.      as  a  reward  for  having  carried  Argyle  to  Scotiaody  or  that  it 
Ap»en-   was  giren  vtith  the  knowledge,  or  by  the  diredion,  of  William. 
pix.      !■  the  feries  of^political  intrigues  the  prince  of  Orange  was  car- 
W-y-<««^    rying  on  in  Scotland,  jnftifiable  by  a  regard  to  his  own  intereft, 
anid  alfo  by  a  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  libdrty,  he  muft  of  neceffity 
have  left  a  difcretionary  power  to  his  principal  agents,  both  with 
refpefl  to  the  concerting  of  raeafores,  and  the  beftowing  of 
tnoney.     Mr.  Carflairs  might  approve  of  Argyle's  expedition, 
though  William  was  ignorant  of  it ;  and  might  pay  Wifhar^ 
money  upon  that  very  account,  out  of  the  fund  which  was  pat 
into  his  hands   for  the  fervice  of  the  prince  and  his  friends  in 
general,  without  any  fpecification   of  the  articles   to  which  it 
was  to  be  applied.     Intruded  with  a  difcretionary  jpower,  the 
agents  of  the  prince*  from  motives  of  delicacy,  in  the  cafe  al-^ 
luded  to,    might  conceal  both  the  meafares  and  dflburfements 
which   they  authorifed.     ConHdering  the  needy  condition  of 
William's  friends  in  Scotland,  and  the  expence  of  their  political 
oegociationst  it  is  probable,  that  the  mafter  of  every  (hip,  failing 
from  Holland  or  Scotland,  whom  they  could  truft,  would  re- 
ceive money  from  William's  agents,  totranfmit  to  their  friends^ 
/  in  repayment  of  fums  which  had  been  advanced,  or  were  to  bt 

advanced  in  carrying  on  the  patriotic  caufe.  Unlels  the  porpo- 
ies  for  which  this  fum  was  paid  had  been  mentioned,  or  the  pn« 
vity  6f  William  to  it  afferted,  his  chara^r  contracts  no  ftain 
fronithis  difcovery. 


CHAP. 
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JmmsMati  Caufis  of  tbt  Revolution. — Tbi  higotud  Aitacbi 
mint  of  the  King  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion. — Hi$ 
Claim  to  the  dij^enjing  Power, — The  Abilitiex^  ASiivity^ 
end  Intrigues^  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. '^Political  State 
of  Europe. --r  Union  among  the  States  of  Holland.r^Ill 
Fortune  and  imprudent  Condudf  of  James.-^Tbe  Dechnrq^ 
iian  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 


FROM  the  fafts  recited  above,  we  can  be  at  CH  A  P. 
no  lofs  to  account  for  that  entire  change  in    VIIL 
the  temper  of  the  nation,    which  paved  the  way  j^^S^ 
for   the  fubfequent  revolution   of   government,  j^tecaortt 
But,  in  order  to  enable  the  reader  clearly  to  un*  of  the  r«. 
derftand  the  political  hiftory  of  that  period,    it  ▼olation. 
may  be  ufeful  to  point  out  the  immediate  connex- 
ion between  caufes  and  effe£b ;  to  enlarge  more 
fully  upon  thofe  meafures  of  government,  which 
fpread  alarm  and  difaflfe£kion ;   to  enter,  in  fome 
meafure,   into  the  motives,  and  reafonings,  and 
paifions,    which  pervaded  the  generality^  of  the 
people,  and  combined  the  efforts  of  men  of  the 
moft  oppofite  principles  ^nd  interefts,  to  work  the 
national  deliverance.    Signal  revolutions,  in  the 
ftate  of  nations  and  government,  are  rarely  ac- 
complifhed  by  any  (ingle  event,  however  impor- 
tant, or  by  the  fole  operation  of  internal  caufes* 
A  happy  coincidence  of  contingent  events,  and 

of 


C  H  A  p.  of  the  difpoficirns  and  interefts  of  thofe  who  are 
^^^'*    not  fo  immediately  aflfefted  by  them,  are  neceffa- 
^^^^"^  ry  to  give  fuccefs  to  enterprifes,  which,  though 
arifing  from  oppreffion,  and  conduced  with  wif- 
dom  and  courage,  might  have  ))een  expofed  to 
the  charge  of  rafhnefr.  and  criminality,  if  they 
had  failed  of  \l^  fucqefs  af  whj^h  they  aimed. 
ThcW-         1.  The  evident  defign  of  the  king,  to  encou-* 
gotwdat-  i^age  and  to  propagate  the  Roman  catholic  rcligi- 
of  ihT"^  on,  and  the  means  employed  to  carry  that  defign 
king  to     into  execution,  were  juftly  alarming  to  the  great 
the  Ro-     body  of  th<s  people  j  impeached  his  wifdom  sad 
■?*^.^*"    integrity,  with  the  refleAing  part  of  mankind  j 
IWon/^"  and  impaired  the  ^ttgchmeRt  of  thofe  who  were 
beft  ^ffefted  to  his  perfon  and  gjovernment.     The 
yn4i^m'h64  exertpife  pf  his  pwn  r^ligiQ^  h?  mjght 
have  enjoyed,  not  only  withoiit  {oSa  pf  ^i^p^t^Mn, 
but,  perhaps,  with  advantage  to   his  character. 
There  is  fomething  in  principle,   however  wild 
wi  tw^^on^bk  «  may  %ppe4i»  which  exci^os  il 
nvft^W^  fm  the  peilQn  who  ipaiptw^  it ;  and 
wh^a  the  fej^vmr  of  9pp<rfing  wal  ahat^^  md 
the  qy«>i  poffeflion  ©f  9Mf  P^fis^^fmiom  is  fecund 
fr^im  (xiftiuit  99^  dwg^r,  thci  (bsadiaefa  of  t^ofe 
whQ  diff«T  ixQfti  es^  raifc^  pw  opinion  oi  their 
iUHpi^Yf  in  a  prppoitipn  vhieh  nt^e  thM  coia- 
pmfrtf^  for  th^  imp§mhm^nt  pf  thejf  judgmmt. 
W!c  cfteem  tlM  virtues  of  tk4.  h«artf  wc  pltyt 
fftiber  th^in  cpadeip^,  th^  er^qra  oi  the  head* 
The  opwncft  and  r^plutipa  pf  the  pjrinccv  i» 
kiving  avQ^f^d  hia  coayevfiQi^  ^t  a  peripd  wh^ 
k  endangered  hii  fuec^ffion  tp  the  t^rou  ^4  tn- 
ia>rH|4ed  iloxxieitic  trafiU|uility;    hia  oofififteofiy 
Md  perJEsverance  in  the  fame  pioli^Iw,  placed 
for  ^  vhUe,  in.  an  illvilriouf  view,  bis  charafter 
£9r  fiacerity*    A  feveurcible  ppinipn  of  hia  fin- 
KUtfityt  «bl4i»€d  iiQpUicit  erotic  to  yxhatever  be 
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declared.    His  ptomift  at  his  acctflion,  repeated  CHAP, 
m  his  firft  addrefs  to  partiament^  to  maintain  the  J^||^^ 
eftabliflied  religion    and  government,    removed 
every  gloomy  apprahenfion,  and  gave  entire  fa- 
tisiadloa  to  bis  proteftant  fubje&s.     But  when 
the  prince  forfeited  the  chara^er  qf  (inceriey, 
whea  his   aftions  and  naeafures  were  dixeOly  re* 
pugnant  to  his  promifes  and  declaratione  ;   efteem 
and   loyalty    declined  ^pace )    the  appreh^nfion 
of  danger  rofe  to  the  utrnqft  pitch.     It  was  no 
longer  reftrained    by  that  pcrfonal  attachment; 
which  oppofea  the  tender  feelings  of  affedion  to 
ihe  ijiflates  of  prudence  and  a  fenfe  of   duty« 
The  nM>ft  iineere  friends  of  the  icing,  were  thofe 
who,  from  principle,   were  ftill  more  cordially 
wedded  to    the  intereft  of  the  church  of  Eng*^ 
iand.     What  could  the  prince  mean,  by  bis  pro- 
mifa  to  mainti^iB  the  eftabliflied  religion  |   or^ 
what  could  the  nation  expeA  from  this  promife^ 
but  that  he  wag  to  allow  the  legal  difadvantage^, 
impofed  upon  thofe  of  a  different  perfuafion,   to 
continue  as  he  found  them  at  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne  ?  Was  it  not  the  labour  of  his  reign,  by 
artifice  ^nd  violence  to  remove  them  ?    Was  there 
one  (lone  of  the  partition  wall  allovred  to  (land  ? 
If  catholic  officers  were  admitted  into  the  army  ; 
if  members  of  corporations  were  not  required  to    ^ 
conform  to  the  eftabiilhed  church  ^   if  fchoola  and 
nniverfities,  as  much   tlie  fountain  of  prejudice 
as  cf  truth,  were  to  be  open  to  the  moft  leari>ed 
^ad  intriguing  of  the  church  of  Rome,  in  what 
feafe  ceuld  the  eftabliflied  religion  be  (aid  to  be 
maintained  t    By  what  (bphiftry  or  refinement  of 
argument  could  the  royal  honour  be  vindicated  }• 
or,  the  prinee  held  forth  as  a  model  of  truth  and        « 
finceirlty  ? 

But,  allowing  that  the  king  had  been  bound  by 
no  promifi,  and  that  be  might,  confidently  wit^ 

honour, 
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^  vir^^'  honour,  have  done  all  that  he  could,  to  fupport 
^^-^ and  to  promote  his  favourite  faith;  yet  his 
fchemes  were  neither  concerted  with  deliberation, 
nor  executed  with  prudence,  adequate  to  the  ar- 
duous talk  he  wiflied  to  accompliih.  Many  inte« 
refting  events,  which  had  occurred  in  the  reign 
of  his  father  and  brother,  and  his  own  experience 
of  a  narrow  efcape  from  degradation  and  exile, 
might  have  afforded  this  prince  the  mod  affeding 
evidences  of  the  deep-rooted  averfion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  againft  the  Roman  catholic  reli- 
gion. If,  notwithflanding  thefe,  confcience  im* 
pelted  him  to  ruih  upon  difficulties  and  dangers ; 
prudence  demanded  the  utmoft  exertion  of  inge- 
nuity, in  deviiing  methods  to  diminifli  and  to 
overcome  them.  Oa  the  contrary,  all  his 
fchemes  were  precipitate,  violent,  and,  to  the 
lad  degree,  alarming  to  tbofe  who  had  any  inte- 
reft  in  oppofmg  them.  He  was  like  a  vain  and 
raih  general,  who,  relying  entirely  upon  his  own 
undaunted  courage,  not  only  defpifes  artifice  and 
Itratagem,  but,  with  frantic  infolence,  proclaims 
to  his  enemies  the  quarter  towards  which  he  next 
intends  to  diredt  his  arms,  ete  he  has  yet  made 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  the  attack.  The 
filent,  but  powerful  influence  of  exalted  ftation. 
if  it  had  not  been  attended  with  a  defiance  of 
law,  might  have  gone  far  to  gratify  his  fond  de^ 
fire  of  profelytifm  ;  and  could  hardly  have  failed, 
in  progrefs  of  time,  to  have  attracted  a  refped- 
able  number  of  followers.  The  motives,  by 
which  the  king  might,  imperceptibly,  have 
moulded  the  inclinations  of  the  more  felfifh  and 
interefled  part  of  his  fubjeds ;  the  authority  of 
perfons  of  rank  and  unfleady  principle,  whofe 
mean  fervility  would  have  led  them  to  prefer  the 
religion  of  the  court ;  muft  have  produced  a 
Wide  influence^  and  gained  over  many  converts 

to 
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to  the  royal  fiiith.  Had  he  patiently  waited  the  C  H  A  F. 
operation  of  thefe  caufes,  before  he  had  recourfc  ^^^JI|\ 
to  open  and  violent  meafures  for  converting  his  ^^^"^ 
(ubjeds,  the  impreffions  he  would  have  made,  and 
the  fuccefs  he  would  have  gained,  might  have  divid- 
ed the  inclinations  and  the  flrength  of  the  nation, 
and  cramped  thofe  refources,  which  invited  ^  fa- 
gacious  prince,  to  the  certain  profpeft  of  work^ 
ing  out  his  own  elevation,  and  the  deliverance  of 
an  opprefled  people.  An  ambaifador  commif* 
lioned  to  attend  the  court  of  Rome,  and  to  folicit 
a  reconciliation  to  the  kingdom  of  England : 
Roman  catholics  invefted  with  dignity  and  office  : 
a  Roman  catholic  bilhop  confecrated  within  the 
walls  of  the  chapel  royal :  Monks,  Jefuits,  Re- 
colle&s,  Carmelites,  who  had  hitherto  fculked 
in  daiiinefs  and  obfcurity,  received  at  court, 
crowding  to  places  of  the  mod  public  refort,  and 
eflaying  converfions  in  the  face  of  day ;  were 
fuch  unequivocal  annunciations  of  the  king's 
intention^,  as  at  once  overturned  the  confidence 
hitherto  repofed  in  hii  promifes,  and  called  for 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  bol^eft  weapons  of  refift* 
ance, 

2.  ITie  claim  of  the   difpenfing  power,  exer-  ^^j^  ^j^j 
cifed  in  favour  of  the  Roman  catholics,  and  ra-tothcdit 
tified  by  the  judges,  fpread  an  univerfal  alarm,  penfing 
multiplied  the  number  of  the  difaifefted,    and  P®^*^*^' 
haftehed  thofe  fchemes  and  confultations  which 
tended  to  a  revolution    of   government.      If  it 
were  the  objeft  of  inquiry,  to  afcertain  the  point 
of  law  as  it  then  flood,  with  refpect  to  the  dif- 
penfing power  of  the  crown,   or   to   determine 
concerning  the  integrity  of  the  judges,  who  form- 
ed that  unpopular  decifion,  which  io  much  agi- 
tated the  friends  of  liberty,    it   would,  for  that 
purpofe,  be  incumbent  upon  me,   to  colled  ex- 
amples of  the  claims  and  the  pra^ice  of  the  kings 

.of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  England  from  the  earlicft  ages^  and  of  the 
^^j^   refiftance  and  conceffions  of  the  people^  fo  far 
as  they  relate  to  thU  fubje^.    The  rcfult  of  this 
inquiry  would  be  fuch,  as  attends  every  other 
queftion,  relative  to  the  iziterferiAg  privileges  of 
different  component  branches  of  any  government, 
before  it  has  attained  a  inature  form  and  regular 
eftabliihment.       Fluctuating  interefls,    changing 
prejudices,    the  ebb  and   now  of  regal   power, 
afford  various  and  contradidory  precedents,  and, 
of  confequence,  fpecious  authorities  in  fupport  of 
inconfiftent  propofitions.     But,  without  entering 
into  the  debates  on  the  force  of  date  precedents, 
when  oppofed  to  national  freedom  and  happinefs, 
and  without  feeking  for  counter  precedents,  which 
abound  in  the  hiftory  of  our  conffitutional  ftrug- 
gles,  to  balance    thefe .  authorities,    the  prefent 
pccafion  afforded  ground  peculiar  to   itfelf,  for 
arraigning  both  the  wiidom  and  the  integrity  of 
(hole,  who  Tided  with  prerogative,  in  the  momen- 
tous queftion,  which  now  rivet' ed  the  attention,  i 
and  routed  the  zeal   of  every  patriot.     Particular 
penal   (latutes  had  been  enadled  for  the  fole  pur* 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  fafety  of  the  royal  perfon,  or 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  crown.     Prudence 
and  mercy  might  concur  in  recommending  a  miti> 
gation  or  fufpenfion  of  thefe.     There  are  feafons, 
when  lenity  may   tend  to  foften  that  outrageous 
difaffedion,  which   the   rigid   execution  of   hvr 
cannot  fubdue,   and  when  mercy  di£btes,    aQ<^ 
juftice  docs   not  forbid,  the  generous  interpofi^ 
tion  of  prerogative.    The  king  might  wave  the 
exercife  of  penal   authority,  with  which  the.laoi 
had  intruded  him  for  his  own  defence  and  advan 
tage  ;  juft  upon  the  fame  ground,  that  every  pri 
yate  perfon  may  forbear  to  profecute  the  man  wh^ 
has  encroached  upon  his  right,  when  the  rigoroui 
exaction  of  law  can  ordy  contribute  to  the  accu 

mulatioi 
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malatioft  of  injury  and  of  danger    to  himfclf. C  HA F. 
In    other    inftances,     where,    from    the    over-,_J^^ 
fight  of  the  legiflature,    or  the  change  of  cir- 
cumftances,  a  rigid  profecution  of   law  would 
connterafi:  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  be- 
come opprclEve  to  individuals  without  any  benefit 
to  the  public,  the  king,  though  the  guardian  of    * 
the  laws,  might  fuffier  them  to  be  neglefted  or 
tranfgreffcd   with    impunity.       And    ftill,    with 
greater  propriety,  might  his  co&nivance  be  ad- 
mitted in  cafes,  where  expediency  and  public  in- 
tereft,  acknowledged  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  people,  recommended  it.    But,  in  the  prefent 
queftion,  without  the  fliadow  of  refpeft  to  any 
of   thcfc  confiderations,    without    any     motive 
drawn  from  pubfic  advantage,  or  his  own  private 
fafety,  the  fovereign  preferred  his  claim  to  the 
difpenfing  power,  in   order  to  extort  from  his 
fubjefts  the  moft  valuable  immunities,  aifured  by 
the  nniform  tenor  of  the  laws.     By  thefe  his  ma- 
jefty's  proteftant  fubjeds  had  acquired  an  exchi- 
live  property  in  all  public  offices,  ecclefiaftical, 
civil,  and  miKtary.    Jf  the  king,  without  their 
confent,  could  deprive  them  of  this  privilege,  or, 
by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  alone,  abrogate  any 
law,  which,  without   the  advice   of  the  national 
reprefentatives,  he  could  not  ft'Sime :    what  was 
there  in  the  rights  of  an  Englifhman  that  remain- 
ed independent  and  fecure  f      But   it  was-  not 
merely  the  narrow  view  of  intereft,  that  called 
forth  refiflance;    though,  upon  that  ground,  it 
might  have  been  vindicated,   by  every  principle 
of  reafbn  and  of  juftice.     Their  rehgion  they 
held  to  be  dearer  than  their  fortunes  or  their 
lives.    Their  religion  their  fathers  and  themfelvcs 
had  laboured  to  fecure,  by  every  means  of  af- 
foranc6  and  defence,. within  the  compafs  of  the 
laws.     But,  if  thefe  were  to  be  overturned  by 
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CHAP,  the  breath  of  an  arbitrary  monarch,  how  raifl 
jj^''*'  their  paft  labours  !  how  diftnal  their  future  expeo 
"*^'"*^  tations !  What  a  notorious  breach  of  faith  in  the 
prince ;  and  how  mortifying  to  thofe  who  were 
a£feded  by  it!  Nothing  fo  much  exafperates  the 
mind,  as  the  reflexion  of  having  been  duped  by 
the  perfons  in  whom  we  mofl  coidSded,  and  wbofe 
interefts  we  intended  to  ferve»  by  the  very  concef- 
fions  which  have  been  turned  againft  us*  Daring 
the  dependence  of  the  queftion  concerning  the 
exclurion,  all  parties  were  of  one  mind  in  repro* 
bating  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  The  only  dif<> 
ference  of  opinion  arofe,  from  the  various  modes 
propofed,  in  order  to  guard  againfl:  the  dreaded 
mifchief.  Some  contended,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
an  abfolute  exclufion  of  a  popifh  heir,  could  iave 
the  religion  of  the  nation  ;  while  others  profeiTed 
to  believe,  that  tefts  and  penal  flatutes  were  ade- 
quate to  every  purpofe  of  public  intereft  ^nd  pri- 
vate judice,  to  maintain  at  once  the  line  of  fuccef- 
fion  unbroken,  and  the  privileges 'of  the  fubjed 
inviolate.  The  perfonal  friends  of  the  duke  of 
York  filled  the  laft  clafe.  Of  the  effed  and  the 
liability  of  the  laws,  they  entertained  not  the 
fmallelt  fufpicion.  If  it  had  ever  been  imagined, 
that  a  power  of  difpenfmg  with  the  laws  was  af- 
fixed to  the  crown,  the  difpute  would  have  been 
fpeedily  brought  to  an  end,  and  the  prefent  king 
never  would  have  been  permitted  to  grafp  that  au- 
thority, which  he  now  ftretched  to  the  confufion 
of  his  friends,  by  thwarting  all  thofe  declarations 
of  maintaining  the  proteftant  religion,  upon  which 
they  had  too  implicitly  been  engaged  to  lean. 

There  are  certain  propofitions,  which  appear 
intuitively  fo  prepofterous,  that  it  is  impoffible  any 
defcription  or  argument  can  add  to  the  difappro- 
bation  and  abhorrence  with  which  they  are  con- 
ti^mplated  by  every  found  and  upright  mind.  If  a 
liiiiog  be  veued  with  a  difcretionary  power  of  dif- 
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penfing  with  the  laws,  what  remains  deferving  of  CH  A  P. 
the  name  of  a  free  conftitution,  or  of  a  fettled  go-  ^J^^}}' 
verDn)ent?  Ads  of  parliament  become  a  collec* 
Hon  of  infignificant  letters  ;  judges  and  courts  of 
juftice  not  more  important  than  a  piece  of  tbeatri** 
cal  pageantry.  The  fecurity  of  every  thing  facred 
and  Taluable  is  at  an  end,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain  would,  enjoy  no  pre-eminence  over  the 
wretched  (laves,  who  bow  with  terror  and  implicit 
fubmiffion  to  the  edids  of  a  tyrannical  defpot. 
Far  from  pre*eminence,  every  circumftance  of 
mortification  and  of  wretchednefs  mud  belong  to 
thofe,  who  formerly  made  their  boaft  among  the 
nations.  Men  bom  in  flavery  cannot  comprehend 
the  value  of  a  bleffing  they  never  experienced  ; 
and  the  fympathy  ot  Ipeftators  often  exceeds  the 
bounds  of  their  fufferings.  The  elevation  of  mind, 
formed  by  the  habit  of  liberty,  plunges  the  man 
who  is  bereaved  of  that  liberty,  into  the  loweft 
abyfs  of  mifery  and  defpair ' . 

Men,  of  every  ftation  and  party,  yielded  them- 
felves  to  the  deep  impreflion  of  thefe  fentiments* 
The  religion  and  the  rights  of  their  country  were 
interefting  concerns  to  every  patriotic  and  generous 
heart.  'Diofe  who,  in  the  former  reign,  had  in- 
variably exalted  the  prerogative  of  the  prince, 
BOW  opened  their  eyes  to  danger:!,  which,  in  a 
moment,  overturned  their  fpecious  theories.  They 
perceived  that  there  was  a  point,  at  which  fubmif- 
fion  ought  ro  end,  and  refifiance  to  begin.  Thofe 
who  were  attached  to  the  perfon  and  family  of  the 
prince,  lamented  with  unavailing  forrow,  that  in- 
curable bigotry,  which  puflied  him  headlong  upon 
irretrievable  deftru£kion.  It  was  no  longer  necef- 
fary  to  tell  men  what  their  grievances  were,  or  to 
inflame  their  imaginations,  by  exaggerated  defdrip- 
tions  of  them.  They  felt  them  ;  they  were  ever 
prefient  to  their  view ;  they  apprehended  the  full 

'Wtfriiifton'f  Works:  Sir  Ed  ward  Herbert's  Defence.  State 
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CHAP,  extent  of  ih^ir  daiigf  r»  8oiPe  txpodlelil  Sot  r«* 
^JJ^JI^  drefo,  foflaeplanof  deliyerltftcej  was  tfaa  obje£l^  k 
which  the  wi(h«s  of  evefy  party  eei^tdred^  and 
^hen  propcfed,  might  be  ej^peOedi  wHboM  any 
pr^viqus  concert^  to  c(Alti{k  the  cbMrfuI  uSowiB  of 
the  nation*  The  fmalleft  deviation  from  the  tf« 
tublifiiecl  gdvernm^nt  v^a9  likely  to  be  adopted 
with  the  Hioft  unanioiouft  cpnfeat,  ftnd  eStide4 
with  the  ^realeft  eafe  and  expe^ion.  The  expe* 
rimem  of  republican  gOvernni^nt  h^  been  ^ead]f 
tried  by  the  nation^  and  the  aAarcby  and  tyrtnny 
which  fprftdg  from  it  Were  rentoihbered  wiih  dif* 
guft.  PerfoOs  who  Were  loyal  in  pfinciple^  but 
who  loved  the  conftkutioA,  and  religion  more 
than  the  prince^  if  nothing  lefe  thain  hit  depOfitioft 
ooold  fecure  thefe^  would  nattii ally  tiansfer  their 
allegiailce  to  the  nesct  lineal  and  Iqgitinlate  hein 
The  religion  of  the  prince  of  Orloge,  his  illaftri- 
att»  talent^^  as  a  ftatefiAin  and  as  a  warrior,  his 
near  relation  to  the  royal  fanlily,  recommended 
him  as  th^  fitted  indriaaient,  to  deliver  the  nation 
from  impending  ruin,  and  to  maintain,  uaimpatredt 
the  profperity  and  the  conditutidn  of  £nglandi 
^  .  3«  The  a^ivity^  vigilance,  and  intrigued  c^  the 
litiesfaaV  pr*^cc  of  Ofange,  eomcided  exadly  with  the  at* 
Titj/and  ceility  and  the  defires  of  the  people  of  Englal^t 
iatrigues  and  Contributed  to  accomplifli  a  fevoliJtioo  of  go*' 
^.^^  ^  vernment,  with  expedition  and  unanimityy  w^h 
^jl^g^  cdnld  ik>C  have  happened,  under  thecOndttdof  a^ 
perfoil,  lefl  difUnguifln^d  for  abililiea,  or  by  .blood 
more  dtftantly  related  to  the  reigning  prktco^  la 
order  to  illuftrate  ihi^  obfervition^  it  ie  of  impdr* 
tance,  not  only  to  attend  to  thofe  fade^  which 
clearly  evince  the  inttrferedCe  of  the  priMo  of 
Orange  in  the  political  affairs  of  £n^aiKl|  bataUb 
to  int eftigate  the  motives  and  views  by  whieb  tltart/ 
interference  was  attracted,,  and  the  piirpofei  t^ 
which  it  waa  condu^edv    Ambition  is  a  paffioii  fo 
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prwaleat  in  the  human  mind,  that  we  fddom ad-C  H  A  P^ 
mit  of  any  other  matTve,  as  the  fpf ing  of  thofe  J^|^j^ 
meaAires  which  terminate  in  the  enlargement  of 
power.  But^  as  power  is  the  tnftrument  of  bene* 
ficence,  aa  well  as  perfoAal  aggrandizement,  it  is 
but  fair  to  inquire  into  the  means  by  which  it  has 
been  fought,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  has  been  ap- 
plied, hdiorc  we  pronounce  fentence  concerning 
the  chara^er  of  the  man  who  has  purfued  it  with 
uncommon  Aiccefs* 

The  prince  of  Orange,  almoil  upon  his  firft  en- 
trance into  the  world,  was  doomed  to  ihare  in  the 
misfortunes  of  ti^e  royal  family  of  £ngland.  His 
private  fortune  was  ia^>aired9  by  the  generous  af-  ^ 

fiflance  which  his  father  gave  to  Charles  IL  to  en* 
able  tiim  to  recover  the  throne  of  England*  Oli- 
vier Croniwell,  from  an  implacable  relentment  to 
the  family  of  Stuart,  whore  power  he  wiflied  to 
extirpate  in  all  its  branches,  made  it  an  exprefs 
condition  of  reftoring  peace  to  Holland,  that  the' 
infant  prince  of  Orange  fhould  be  divefted  of  all 
his  dign^ies,  and  that  the  office  of  itadtholder 
fiiould  not  be  revived  at  any  futaire  period'.  The 
con&exion  of  blood,  and  the  participation  of  fuf- 
fering,  did  not  beget  any  warmth  or  partiality  of 
affedion  in  his  uncles  towards  their  nephew,  nox" 
did  they  confider  themfelves  as  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  raifehim  to  a  (hare  of  their  profperity  after 
the  reiloration'.  Charles  II. ,  and  his  brother  the 
duke  of  York,  from  the  influence  of  their  educa- 
tion ia  France,  feem  to  have,  imbibed  a  peculiar 
averiion  to  the  States  of  Holland.  In  the  courfe 
of  private  converfation  and  correfpondence,  when 
free  from  the  red  raints  of  policy,  they  were  known 
to  exprefs  themfelves,  concerning  the  cliarafter  o{ 
the  Dutch,  in  terms  hardly  confiltent  with  decency 
and  good  manners^.  Of  the  two  wars  with  Hol« 
land,  in  the  reign  of  Cliarles  IL,  one  of  them  was 

'HiftMrede  Stadchoaderftt.  >  Lt^c  of  Clarcnd^  ii|  vc'.  ii.  p.  126* 
*  DaJrymplcy  Ap.  p.  4,  5. 

C)^  commenced 


a»6  THE    HISTORY    OF 

C  H  A  P.  commenced  againft  the  general  approbation  of  th^ 
^^^^'    people  of  England,  and  both  carried  on  with  ar- 
""'^■"''^^  dour  and  pique,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  that  ia- 
dicated  too  much  of  the  fpirit  of  a  private  feud. 
At  a  period  when  the  bounty  of  France  to  Charles 
was  withdrawn,  and  when  be  was  compelled  to 
ul'e  every  artifice  to  regain  the  declining  aflfedions 
of  his  fubjeds,  he  was  perfuaded,  by  lord  Danby, 
to  approve  of  the  addreffes  of  his  nephew  to  the 
lady  Mary,  and  to  recommend  him  to  be  her  huf- 
faand.     The  private-  manners  of  Williamn  grave, 
ftern,  and  referved,  were   but  little  calculated  to 
win  the  affeftions  of  a  prince,  gay,  jocofe,  volup- 
tuous i  .while,  at  the  fame  time,  his  political  prin* 
ciples  formed  a  Jireft  contrail  to  thofe  of  Charles, 
and  of  his  father-in  law  the  duke  of  York.    Far 
from  contributing  to  the  aggrandizement  of  one 
fo  nearly  related  to  the  royal  blood,  Charles,  as 
we  have  already  feen,  without  remonftrance  or  in- 
t^rpofition,  beheld  him  teady  to  fink  under  the 
^violent  and  unprovoked  oppreffion  of  his  imperious 
neighbour,  the  king  of  France.     He  not  only 
thwarted  the  inclinations  of  his  people,  by  declm- 
ing  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  his  nephew,  who, 
at  the  time  of  his  greateft  extremity,  made  him  a 
vifitfor  that  purpofe  ;  but  he  did  not  even  vouch- 
fafe  the  falutary  aid,  ftipulated  by  exifting  trea- 
tries,  which  he  was  bound  in-  honoui'  to  fulfil.     In 
the  predominant  prejudices  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
the  prince  of  Orange  found  feniiments  more  con* 
fobtory  and  more  ^vourable  to  his  incerefts.    His 
inveterate  enmity  to  France,  his  fedulous  applica- 
tion to  bufmefs,  his  known  zeal  for  the  protedant 
religion,  rendered  him  the  favourite  of  the  popu- 
lar party  in  England.     It  afforded  no  fmall  relief 
to  thofe,  who  were  filled  with  diftrefsful  apprehen* 
fions  concerning  the  fate  of  religion  and  of  go- 
vernment, to  refled,  that  the  illuflrious  perfon,  fo 
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nearly  allied  to  the  crown,  was,  by  a  fyiApathetic  CHAP, 
atcacbnient,  inclined,  and  by  his  wifdom  and  cou-*  ,^]!^ 
rage  exceHently  qualified,  ta  refcue  them  In  the 
day  of  danger.  On  the  other  hand,  a  relpeft  tb 
the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  independence  of 
his  native  country,  as  well  as  a  fair  attachment  to 
his  own  patrimonial  intereft,  recommended  to  the 
prince  a  diligent  improvement  of  eVery  opportu- 
nity, for  cultivating  the  good  opinion  and  affefti- 
ens  of  fo  powerful,  and  fo  refpedablea  body  of 
the  Englifh  nation.  The  cold  treatment  he  re- 
ceived from  his  father-in  law,  whofe  fuperftitious 
zeal  rendered  him  infenfible  to  the  claims  of  kin- 
dred, fuggefted  to  th^  prince  the  hazard  he  might 
run,  if  he  trufted  his  views  upon  the  fucceffion,  to 
propinquity  of  blood,  or  to  the  precarious  influ- 
ence of  equity  and  law.  During  the  internal 
commotions  of  Holland  and  England,  in  preced- 
ing periods,  particular  factions  in  both  countries 
had  often  entered  into  reciprocal  engagements  of 
friend  (hip  and  fupport.  The  penfioner  De  Wit,  in 
the  former  war  between  Holland  and  England^ 
made  ufe  of  the  fervices  of  the  popular  party  there, 
to  check  and  to  counterpoife  the  malevolence  of 
the  court,  towards  the  States*.  Inftruded  by 
the  fuccefs  of  his  example,  William  could  not 
deem  it  either  impolitic  or  unlawful  to  correfpond 
with  the  fame  party,  for  promoting  the  united  in- 
terefts  of  both  countries.  Would  it  have  been 
prudent,  to  have  overlooked  or  defpifed  the  volun-* 
tary  advances  of  many  refpeftable  members  of  the 
legiflature,  of  whofe  exertions  he  might  one  day 
avail  himfelf,  in  compaffing  the  objed  of  a  juftifi- 
able  ambition,  and  in  fecuring  what  he  confideVed 
to  be  his  lawful  inheritance  ?  Independent  of  all 
future  views,  or  expectation  of  fucceffion  to  t^e 

*  Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe,  vol.  ii. 
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CHAP,  throne  of  England^  the  emergency  of  bis  affairs 
J^^^at  that  period,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  dignity 
and  rights  derived  from  his  anceftors  in  Holland, 
demanded  not  only  the  alliance,  but  the  moft  vir 
gorous  interpofition  of  the  Engliih  natioa«     Dif- 
appointed  of  the  fupport  he  expe&ed  from  his 
royal  relations,  he  neceflarily  had  recourfe  to  the 
plan  of  forming   and  of  ftrengthening  his  con- 
nexions with  that  party,  which  ftood  in  oppofuion 
to  the  meafures  of  the  court.     The  fir  ft   public 
evidence  of  this  connexion,  and  of  his  refped  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  popular  party  in  England, 
appeared,  by  the  interference  of  the  Spanim  and 
Dutch  ambafladorS)  in  urging  Charles  to  confent 
to  the  bill  of  exclufion,;  and  by  a  memorial  to  the 
famepurpofe,  in  name  of  the  States,  drawn  up  by 
Fagel,  the  prince's  confident  and  advifer"^.     It  is 
not  eafy,  without  attending  to  the  circumftances 
now  recited,  impartially  to  enter  into  the  motives 
of  the  prince  of  Orange's  conduct,  without  whofe 
concurrence  this  -  memorial  could  nev^r  have  been 
prefented  to  the  court  of  England.     We  cannot 
tell,  how  far  he  might  find  it  mdifpenfable  to  gra- 
tify the  wifhes  of  his  friends  both  in  England  and 
Holland,  in  order  to  preferve  the  credit  he  had 
acquired  with  them ;  or  how  far  he  might  be  feri- 
ouuy  affeded  with  the  profped  of  danger  to  the 
proteftant  religion  and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  arif- 
ingfrom  the  infiuence  of  a  popiihfutceflbr  to  the 
crown  of  England;  and  to  what  degree,  according 
to  thefe  fentiments,  public  fpirit  and  virtue  might, 
with  propriety,  control  delicacy  and  the  di£latesof 
natural  affedion.     His  firll  interference  in  the  po- 
litics of  England,  from  whatever  principle  it  flowed. 
Invited  an  unfavourable  conOrudion,  as  it  feemed 
to  deviate  from  the  tendernefs  of  filial  affection, 

*  D'Avaux,  1681.    Life  of  Jamesy  1^1. 
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and  10  indicate  a  premature  fnatchiiig  at  power,  CHAP, 
to  the  injury  of  the  perfon  through  whom  he  de-  ^_*^'^ 
rived  his  elaim  to  it. 

After  the  acceifion  of  James  to  the  throne  of 
England,  fair  profeffions  of  efteem  were  inter-. 
changed  bietween  the  father  and  the  fon-in-law  i 
but  >analmo(l  uninterrupted   rerie$  of  altercation 
and   mutual  complaints  demonftrated  to  attentive ' 
fpeftators,  how  far  fhey  were  removed  from  cor- 
dial harmony,  in  aSedion  or  political   fchemes. 
As   the  inclinations  of  James  were  notorioufly 
unfavourable  to  the  vie*<xs  of  his  fon-in-Iaw,  his 
zeal  for  the  catholic  religion,  if  fuccefsful, .  would 
certainly  weaken   the  mfluence    of  that  party, 
upon  which  the  hopes  of  the  latter  depended, 
and  entirely  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  obtaiur 
ing  juftice,  in  his  claim  to  the  fucceffion.     The 
proteflants  were  daily  declining  in  numbers  and 
power,    while  the    Roman  catnolics,  and   thofe 
who  were  ilUdirpofed   towards  Holland  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  were  increafing  in  dignity  and 
influence.     But  not  only  the  profpeft  of  future 
elevation,  but  the  preiervation  of  the  authority 
he  already  poffeflTed,  rendered  him  deeply  inte- 
refted  in  the  fuccefs  of  that  party  in  Engjand, 
which  thwarted  the    favourite  meafures  of  the 
court.       The  prerogatives    of   the  Stadtholder, 
which  he  had  with  difficulty  recovered,  were  pre* 
ferved   by  a  continued  exertion  of  political  ad- 
drefs.     The  city  of  Amfterdam,  inftigated  by  the 
intrigues  of  Lewis,  embraced  every  opportunity 
to  circumfcribe  the  power,  and  to  affront  the  per- 
fon of  the  prince.     The  reduftion  of  the  navy 
and  army  of  the  States,  was  the  objed  of  perpe- 
tual ftruggle  '.     The  army  of  France  had  re- 
peatedly over-run  the  principality    of   Orange, 


'  D'Ayaux,  tol.  if. 
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^  vTTf^*^^^  private  property,  of  the  prince;  and,  from 
^  •  ^  the  obvious  plan  of  the  policy  of  thai  court,  it 
might  be  expected,  that  they  would  fcize  the  firft 
opportunity  of  rending  and  dividing  the  provinces 
of  the  States.  .  The  alliance  of  England  \vas  the 
objeft,  to  which  the  prince  wiflifully  turned  his 
eyes,  as  the  only  means  of  averting  thofe  im- 
pending encroachments,  and  of  maintaining,  un« 
diminimed,  his  bwnr  authority,  and  the  dominion 
of  the  States.  In  fuch  circumftances,  a  neutra* 
lity,  with  refped  to  the  politics  of  England,  was 
incompatible  with  his  fagacity  and  patriotifm* 
The  growing  difcontents  of  England  he  now  in 
fpefled  with  a  vigilant  and  an  anxious  eye*  En* 
gUihmen  of  rank,  who,  either  from  difgud  or 
accident,  reforted  to  Holland,  were  invited  to  his 
court,  and  entertained  with  the  mod  condefcend- 
ing  attention.  Some  of  them,  who  were  efteem- 
ed  worthy  of  truft,  were  admitted  into  private 
conference  with  the  prince.  From  their  informa- 
tion, he  was  enabled  to  penetrate  into  the  pre- 
fent  (late  and  temper  of  the  Englifh  nation  :  and, 
through  the  channel  of  their  correfpondence,  to 
communicate  to  their  friends  his  difapprobatiou 
of  the  mealures  of  the  court,  in  order  to  con- 
firm the  attachment,  and  animate  the  refolutions 
of  the  popular  party.  He  was  at  the  fame  time 
cautious  and  referved,  left  he  fhould  alarm  the 
jealoufy  of  the  courts  by  an  open  or  a  premature 
gratification  of  the  wiflies  of  his  friends.  When 
fplicited  to  interpofe,  by  a  remon France  againll 
the  ercdion  of  the  ecclefiadical  commiffion,  he 
reflefted  that  matters  had  not  yet  come  to  fucb 
an  extremity,  between  the  king  and  his  people^ 
as  to  juftify  to  the  world  a  public  interference  in 
the  affairs  of  England  ;  and  that  his  preparations 
were  not  yet  in  a  fufficient  ftate  of  forwardnefs, 
to  enable  him  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  his 

triendsi 
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friends,  or  to  fccure  any  permanent  eftabliflimentC  ^  AP. 
to  himfclf  •.     No  prudent  expedient  was,  in  the,  _^}^ 
mean  while,  neglected,  to  haften  the  crifis,  when 
a  reparation  between  the  interefts  of  his  friends^ 
and  thofe  of  James,^  might  be  declared  with  fafety 
and  eire:t.     While  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  was 
reftri&ed  in  England,    by  the  jealoufy  of  the 
court,  publications   iflued  from  Holland,  to  dif- 
fufe  among  the  people  a  fenfe  of  the  arbitrary  na»  - 
ture  and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  public  mea- 
fures.     The  imprudence  of  James  at  lad  afforded  - 
his  foA-in  law  an  opportuni^  of  publicly  inter- 
pofmg  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  of  making 
an  open  avowal  of  his  fentiments,  upon  an  occa* 
fion  the  moft  favourable  to  the  advancement  of  - 
his  intereft.     One  Stewart  was  fent  over  to  Hol- 
land, to  folicit  the  prince  to  declare  his  confent 
to  the  repeal^  of  the  teds  and  the  penal  ftatutes. 
In  order  to  allure  him  into  a  compliance  with  a  * 
meafure  fundamentally  effential  to  James's  fcheme 
for  eftablifliing  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  the 
marquis  of  Albeville,  the  Englifli  envoy  at  the 
Hague,  was  inftruded  to.  make  the  faired  decla- 
rations of  friendfliip  to  him,  in  the  name  of  his 
mafter  ;  and,  as  a  more  irreliflible  bait,  to  hold . 
out  the  profpefb  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  againft 
France  '.      But,  although   the  name,  and,  ftill 
more,  any  real  evidence,    of  the  friendfliip  of 
England,  would  have  been  highly  beneficial  to 
the  prince,  in  enabling  him  to  overawe  the  violent 

oppofition, 

'  Burnet. 

•  This  accounts  for  the  fair  ^rofcffions  of  fricnd/hJp  which 
Junes  made  to  William,  and  which  To  far  aiarroed  D*Avau7C, 
the  French  ambafTadort  that  he  ^xprefTes  the  greatcft  anxiety, 
led  a  cordial  anion  between  James  and  the  princs  of  Oraogc 
fhould  adlually  take  place.     D^Avaax.  toI.  iii. 

James 
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CT^AT.app6MQnj  which  be^n  to  thwart  all  his  fch^mes 
^^^^'   of  domeftic  policy,  and  to  ihake  the  foundatioas 
of  his  authority,  as  ftadtholder  ;    yet  be  did  not 
choofe  to  facrifice  to  tbefe,  his  attachment  to  the 
proteftant  religion,  and  bis  credit  with  bis  friends 
\n  England.     In  anfwer  to  the  earned  intr^aties 
and  arguments,    ufed    by   the  ambaifadors    of 
James,    to   obtain    his  confent  to  the  repeat  of 
the  tdds  and  penal  tiacutes,  the  prince  made  a 
declaration  of  thofe  fentiments,  to  which  be  ever 
afterwards^  adhered  with  confiftency  and  firmnefs. 
^c  profcffed  his  approbation  of  univerial  tolera- 
tion, and  of  the  abolition  of  the  penal  ftatutes ) 
but  refiifed  to  coYifent  to  the  removal  of  the  tefts^ 
which  he  held  to  be  the  only  barrier  againft  the 
fsntire  overthrow   of   th$  proteftant  religion  in 
England.    The  ipoft  fiiccefiful  operations  were 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on,  in  behalf  of  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  m^fter,   by  Dycker^lt,    who  wa$ 
lent  ambailador  to  Loiidpn,  for  managing  the 
^  ordinary  bufinefs  between  the  king  and  the  States, 
but  fccretly  inveded  with  a  truft  of  a  mote  deli- 
cate nature.    He  was  diredled  to  foun^  the  fenti- 
rn«iits  of  the  leading  perfons  in  England;    tq 
embrace  every   fafe  opportunity  of   communis 
eating,  in  the  name  of  bis  mafter,  thofe  private 
inftrudions  which  w^r^  calculated  to  gain  upon 
their  affedions,  and  to  procure  a  coalition  of  all 
parties.    To  the  friends  of  the  church  he  gave 
the  (Iroi^g^ft  aifuirance  of  (be  prince's  refpe£t  for 

James  earnedly  ^i^ifhed  to  obtain  the  confent  of  his  fon-in-Iaw 
to  bis  fcheme  of  toleration  :  perhaps  too  he  wifhed  to, make  the 
Englifh  beiiei^  thac  he  had  feparf^ted  hinifelf  from  Francey 
l!)ecaufe  it  was  popQ]ar.  The  prince  of  Qrange  was  at  the  faiae 
time  fincerely  defirous  of  being  believcfi  to  b^  on  gOod  terms 
with  the  king  of  England,  in  order  to  overawe  the  city  of  Am- 
ilerdam,  bent  upon  rcduciog  tJie  ^rmJf  and  abridging  bis  power. 
D'Avaux>  vpK.iii.paffim. 
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the  eftaWifhed  religion.^  To  the  diffenters  he  laid  CH  A  P. 
open  the  fnares  into  which  they  had  been  decoyed     ^^^^' 
by  the  favours  and  the  flattering  promifes  of  the 
court.    They  were  entreated  to  wait  with  patience 
for  a  fcheme  of  comprehenfion  ;     and  if  that  * 
coald   not   be  obtained,  they  were  adured  of  a 
toleration,  upon- the  mod  liberal  plan.     Some  of 
the  mod  learned  and  efoquent  preachers  among 
the  proteftant  difieiiters,  who  had  withdrawn  to 
Holland,  from  the  dread   of   the  king's  refent- 
ment,  now  returned  to  England,  at  the  defire  of 
the   prince,    to  co-operate   with  Dyckevclt,   in 
preventing  their  being  divided,  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  court,  from  the  reft  of  their   proteftant 
brethren  *  **.     After  the  departure  of  Dyckevelt, 
count  Zuleftein  was  fent  over,  oftenfibly  for  the 
purppfe  of  carrying  compliments  of  condolence 
to  the  queen,  upon  tXe  death  of  her  mother  the 
duchefs  of  Modena ;  but,  in  fa£l,  to  profecute 
the  bufinefs  already  begun  by  Dvckevelt.    The 
fuccefs  of  thefe  negociations  was  fully  anfwerable 
to  the  expectations  pf  William.    The  marquis  of 
Halifax,    thp  earls  of  Shrewft>ury,   Devonfhire, 
Danby,  Nottingham,  lords  Mordaunt  and  Lum- 
iey,  admirals  Herbert  and  Ruffel,  held  daily  con- 
fultations  in  private  with  the  Dutch  ambaffadors, 
and  through  them  imparted  their  views  and  ad- 
vice to  the  prince  of  Orange.     Lord  Mordaunt 
was  con^miflioned  by  this  party  to  wait  upon  the 
prince  in  Holland,  and  to  enter  into  a  fiill  dif- 
cuffion  of  his  views  with  refpefl;  to  the  affairs  of 
England  '  *• 

While 

'•  Burnet. 

•  ?  ••  In  €onf€<)qen€e  of  the  negocftition  of  Dyckevclt  aoil 
Zolcttein,  a  correfpondeoce  wts  opened  between  the  prioce  of 
Pr9i)ge  and  fome  of  the  principal  nobility   in  England.     The 

Jetterf 
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CHAP*  While  thcfe  negociations  were  fccrctly  carried 
J!}}1Lj  ^^  ^y  ^^^  Dutch  ambaffadors,  copies  of  the 
prince's  letter,  in  anfwer  to  the  king's  repeated 
Ibiicitations  for  his  confent  to  the  repeal  of  the 
tefts,  were  circulated  through  all  the  counties  of 
England.  A  declaration,  which  left  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  no  longer 
doubtful,  and  which  expreflfed  the  (Irongefl:  auu- 
rances  of  protection  to  the  eftabliilied  church, 
and  of  toleration  to  every  fed,  bad  a  remarkable 
effed  in  multiplying  thenumber^  and  (Irengthening 
the  confidence,  of  the  prince's  friends.  As 
there  now  appeared  the  mod  preifing  necef&ty  for 
having  recourfe  to  foreign  aid,  in  order  to  refcue 
the*^pation  from  domeftic  oppreffion,  the  authen- 
ticated views  of  the  prince,  fo  moderate  and  fo 
falutary,  were  Uftened  to  with  general  approba« 
tion,  and  th^  hearts  of  all  parties  prepared  to  en- 
tertain hin>  with  a  cordial  reception,  as  foon  as 
the  critical  moqient  ihould  arrive  of  his  (landing 
forth  the  avowed  deliverer  of  the  nation.  To  be 
fully  prepared  for  this  event,  under  the  pretext  of 
guarding  againd  the  encroaching  power  of 
France,  he  applied  to  the  States  for  fupplies  ne- 
cefiary  to  recruit  the  army,  ahd  to  augment  the 
fleet;  and  the  aififtance  he  received  was  applied 
with  expedition,  judgment,  and  ^s   much  fecre- 

letters  of  this  coirefpondcnce  form  a  part  of  Sir  John  Dalrym- 
ple's  colleAions,  Ap.  part  i  fl,  p    186,  &c. 

Mofl  of  ihcfc  leuers  refer  to  decIaraticDS  made  to  Dyckevclt 
and  Zuledein  when  in  England,  or  to  what  they  were  com- 
midioned  to  fay  to  the  prince  in  Holland ;  all  of  them  contaio 
high  profefEons  of  rcfpe^  to  him.  Some  of  the  writers  rcfcrfc 
their  loyalty  to  James  ;  and  even  inGnaate,  that  thebeft  method 
of  (hewing  it,  was  by  promoting  the  prince's  deGgn.  None  of 
the  letters  are  fpeciHc  as  to  any  plan  of  national  deliverance. 
The  letters  of  Halifax  and  Nottingham  are  very  cautiouily 
worded,  and  rather  lugged  deliberation  and  delay. 

cy 
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ky  as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  would  admit.  C  ha  P. 
Neither  did  he  reply  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  im-  ^  ^'^- 
pcriant  eveht  upon  the  internal  ftate  and  difpofi-  ^^^^^ 
lions  of  the  people  of  England,  or  the  military 
force  he  was  able  to  carry  along  with  him  from 
Holland*  He  availed  himfelf  of  every  circum- 
ftance,  he  improved  every  opportunity  and  argu- 
ment calculated  to  make  any  impreffion  upon  the 
furrounding  powers  of  Europe,  and  to  render 
them  propitious  to  his  cnterpnfe.  By  difplaying, 
with  fagacious  penetration,  the  moft  alarn>ing 
views  of  the  ambition  of  Louis,  he  intereded  not 
only  the  proteftant,  but  the  popifli  princes  of 
Europe  in  his  caufe;  and,  with  wonderful  ad- 
drefs,  perfuaded  them  to  forget  religious  predi- 
leftions  and  ancient  feuds,  while  they  united 
their  counfeis  and  exertions  to  accomplifh  the  de- 
preffioa  of  France,  the  deliverance  of  England, 
and  his  own  elevation  '  *. 

4.  As  the   interefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange  Political 
coincided  with  thofe  of  the  proteftants  in  Eng-  Hate  of 
land,  fo  various   circumftances  in   the  ftate  of^""*?** 
Europe,  encouraged  ahd  feconded  the  views  of 
both,   and  co-operated  towards  the  accomplifh* 
tnent  of  the  revolution, 

James  the  Second  of  England  was  almoft  the 
only  prince  in  Kurope  who  was  not,  either  from 
private  piqu^,  or  from  a  jealoufy  of  his  exorbi- 
tant ambition,  a&uated  by  refentment  againft 
Louis  the  Fourteenth,  who,  at  that  period,  fat 
tipon  the  rhrone  of  France,  The  revocation  of 
the  edift  oif  Nantz,  followed  by  the  moft  violent 
perfecution  of  the  Huguenots,  rendered  his 
name  deteftable  to  all  the  proteftant  princes  in 
Germany  ".     A  private  conteft  with  Innocent 

'*  Monthly  Mercury. 

* '  TeiUment  Politique  d\\  Colbert. 

the 
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CHAP. the  Eleventh,  who  now  wore  the  triple  croun, 
y}]^    effaced  the  merit  of  his  fanguinary  zeal,  and  even 
drew  down  upon  him  the  implacable  refentment 
of  the  holy  rather.     According  to  andent  cuf- 
tom,  the  ambailadors  of   catholic  princes,   re- 
ikling  at  Rome,  enjoyed  an  exemption  from  ih 
jurifdi£tion  of  that  court,  and  various  immuni- 
ties conne£ked  with  that  privilege,  which  were 
called  the  franchifes.    By  imperceptible  degrees, 
thefe  were  extended,  not  only  to  the  fervants  and 
houfehold  of  the  ambaflador,  but  to  every  other 
perfon  received  under  his  protedion,  and  were  at 
lad  found  to  encroach  far  upon  the  dignity  and 
domeflic  authority  of  the  papal   court.       Bent 
upon  his  own  perfonal  grandeur^  more  than  upon 
the   extenfion  of  his  power  over  diilant  king 
doms,  innocent  the  Eleventh  moft  anxioufly  io* 
licited  the  catholic  princes  to  refign  a  privilegi 
which  tended  to  the  difpatagement  of  his  honour, 
and  the  limitation   of  his  immediate  jurifdiftioo 
The  houfe  of  Auftria  fet  that  example  of  obfe 
quioufnefs,  which  was  followed  by  other  catholic 
princes  in  Europe.    The  king  of  France  alone, 
with    inflexible  obftinacy,    contended    for    the 
maintenance    of^  all    tbofe  honours  which,  by 
long  prefcription,  were  claimed  by  his  ambaffa' 
dors*     The  folicitations   of  the  Englifh  ambafia- 
dor  were  interpofed  in  behalf  of  France,  and,  in 
(lead  of  foftening  Innocent,  involved  James  in  a 
participation  of  the  guilt  and  the  odium  of  hi 
ally'  •  ♦. 

The  houfe  of  Auflria  had  ftiil  a  more  feriou^ 
ground  of  quarrel  with  France,  and  poffefleJ 
greater  power  to  profecute  her  refentmenr. 
While  her  whole  exertions  were  direfled  againll 

'^  Hifloire  de  GouverDment  de  Fraace,  torn.  iii.  1687. 
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her  natural  enemies^  the  Turks,  and  the  revolted' C  HAP. 
fubje£ls  of  Hungary,  who  had  joined  them,  the       "^ 
king  of  France  feized  the  opportunity  of   vio- 
lating the  truce  agreed  upon  between  him  and 
the  emptor,    and  began,  without  any  fhadow 
of  claim,  to  ered  forts  on  the  borders  of  Ger- 
many.     The  emperor  having  gained  fome  im- 
portant advantages  over  the  Turks,    and   reco- 
veved  fome  of  die  ftrongeft  fortrefles  which  had 
been  long  in  their  pofleilion,  now  began  to  turn 
his  eyes  upon  the  encroachments  of  France,  and 
was  prepared  eagerly  to  liften  to  any  fcheme  of 
curbing  that  exorbitant  ambition,  by  which  (he 
was  of  late  become  formidable  to  Europe  '  \  . 

llie  repeated  infults  with  which  the  haughty 
monarch  had  treated  Holland  and  Spain,  and  the 
late  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  filled 
them  with  refentment  and  fearful  forebodings  of 
his  future  encroachments  '  ^. 

The  difpoiitions  and  the  interefts  of  thefe  va- 
rious powers  fuggefted  to  William  a  plan  of  con- 
federacy  againft  France,  to  the  accompUfhment 
of  which  he  devoted  the  unremitted  exertion 
of  all  bis  faculties.  By  his  unparalleled  addrefs 
in  negociation,  the  Empire,  Spain,  Saxony,  Hol- 
land, and  die  circles  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  were 
all  induced  to  enter  into  the  famous  league  of 
Aug(burg4i  ''•  The  articles  of  that  league 
would  lead  to  the  difcuflion  of  foreign  polidcs, 
a  fubjed  too  exteniive  and  complicated  to  enter 
into  this  work.  Let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that 
the  terror  of  France  was  the  principle  of  this 
league,  and  her  humiliation  the  obje&  it  was  in- 

'*  Tfndai*s  lotroduflion. 
'•  Ihid. 

*'  Ibid. 

tended 
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CHAP,  tended  to  accompliOi.  The  affifliance  and  cohcUN 
^*"'  rence  of  England  were  perceived  by  ali  the  confe- 
derating powers,  to  be  effential  to  its  (lability  and 
fuccefs.  But  what  hope,  could  they  reafonably 
have  of  obtaining  this,  while  a  prince  fat  upon 
the  throne  of  England,  who  was  partial  to  the 
interefts  of  France ;  and,  by  a  tyrannical  ufurpa- 
tion,  overruled  the  inclination  of  his  people  and 
his  parliament  ?  Here  then  was  prefenied'  to 
Williatn,  the  nioft  favourable  opportunity  of 
making  an  aitempt  upon  England,  not  only  with- 
out  any  hazard  of  oppofition  from  abroad,  but 
with  the  hearty  confent  and  good  wiflies  of  thofe 
very  powers,  who,  upon  any*  other  occaiion, 
would  have  been  led  by  their  religious  prejudices 
to  thwart  his  elevation.  Should  he  fucceed, 
either  by  affuming  the  government  of  England 
into  his  own  hands,  or  by  putting  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  parliament,  the  objedl  of  the  league 
would  be  obtained.  At  the  fame  time,  great 
pains  were  taken  to  allure  the  pope^  if  not  to  be- 
come immediately  accefiary  to  the  league,  yet  to 
look  with  a  favourable  eye  upon  the  confederating 
powers.  It  is  not  difficult  to  perfuade  msn  to  ap- 
prehend the  coincidence  of  the  public  good  with 
their  own  private  interefts  and  aflfedions*  It 
was  fuggefted  to  Innocent^  that,  by  a  revolution 
in  England,  he  might  exped,  not  only  to  obtain 
the  gratification  of  private  refentment,  but  the 
advancement  of  the  catholic  intereft  in  that 
kingdom.  A  toleration,  which  was  agreeable 
to  the  avowed  principles  of  William,  would  fe- 
cure  their  perfonal  fafety,  and  the  undifturbed 
exercife  of  their  religion,  to  all  the  difinterefted 
and  fmcere  friends  of  the  Roman  church  ;  where- 
as the  violence  and  the  precipitancy  of  James 
might  one  day  roufe  the  fury  of  the  nation,  and 
terminate  in  the  final  extirpation  of  thofe  whom 

be 
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he  wiQied  to  cherifh.  By  thefe  reprcfeniations,  CHAP. 
and  the  addrefs  of  the  prince  of  Orange  at  this  ,.J[Jil^ 
time,  was  produced  one  of  the  mod  fingular  phae- 
nomena  that  ever  occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  po« 
h*rics.  An  oppofition  was  formed  between  the 
cburch  and  the  court  of  Rome.  The  pope  was 
made  an  inllrument  of  avenging  fuperflitious 
zeal,  and  of  faving  the  proteftant  religion  in 
England,  by  contributing  his  aid  to  dethrone  a 
prince,  who,  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  bigptted 
attachment  to  the  intereft  of  the  Roman  church, 
might  have  enjoyed  a  peaceable  and  happy 
reign  '•. 

5.  The  combination  of  foreign  princes  of  op-  Union 
pofite  prejudices  and  interefts,  however  (ingular  among  the 
an  event,  would  not  have  been  fufBcient  to  have  ^^^^*  ^J 
raifed  William  to  the  throne  of  England,  if  he    °  *"*  • 
had  not,    at  the  fame  time,   been  fortunate  in 
uniting  the  States  of  Holland,  by  a  cordial  fub- 
miflion  to  his  authority,  and  by  the  adoption  of 
his  political  fchemes.     From  the  commencement 
of  the   government  of   the  United   States   after 
their  feparation  from  Spain,  a  powerful  fadion, 

*  •  From  the  late  poblicacions  of  Sir  John  Dalrympte,  it  ii 
now  evident,  that  the  pope  was  priTy  to  the  dtfigns  of  William 
and  the  league.  The  French  ambaffador  extraordinary,  cardi- 
nal LPEftfdes,  in  a  letter  to  Lewis  XIV.  (18th  Sept.  1687,) 
ioformt  bim,  that  be  had  been  for  fome  time  fufpicious  of  a 
pcffon  who  reforted  every  day  in  difgaife  to  count  CafToni, 
Ac  pope's  fecrctary.  That  this  perfon  was  at  Ikft  apprehended 
in  the  drefs  of  a  porter  as  he  came  out  from  the  Vatican  at  mid- 
cight,  and  was  difcovered  to  be  a  Dutch  burgo-inafUr  of  the 
nanie  of  Oair ;  that,  among  other  letters  in  his  pofleifion,  there 
was  foQod  one  f»om  the  pope's  fecretary  to  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
cxprelfing  the  particular  joy  his  holinefs  received  upon  being  in- 
formed, that  ^  bis  imperial  majedy  had  peri'uaded  almoft  all  the 
European  princes  to  unite  in  a  league  againil  the  king  of 
iTancc.     Dalryroplc,  Ap.  parti. p  2^0 — 6. 

fpread 
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CHAP,  fpread  through  all  the  provinces^  had  fet  them- 
J[^J^  fclves  in  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  the 
ftadtholder»  as  incompatible  with  the  fpirit  of 
their  conftitution.  By  the  influence  of  this 
{aftton,  Oliver  Cromwell  had  obtained  an  article 
in  the  peace  with  Holland,  abolilhing  for  ever  that 
office.  By  early  management  and  addrefs,  the 
firft  fruits  of  a  genius  for  enterprife  and  negoci- 
ation^  which  afterwards  adonilhed  Europe  and 
faved  the  independence  of  fo  many  kingdoms^  the 
prince  of  Orange  railed  and  animated  the  popular 
party  in  Holland ;  and  by  their  means  refumed 
the  honours  and  the  prerogatives  of  his  houfe. 
Thefe,  however,  after  he  had  recovered  them, 
werefretained  with  difficulty,  and  expofed  to  dan- 
ger, by  the  unremitting  oppofuion  of  the  city  of 
Amfterdam^  affifted  by  difcontented  perfons  of 
didinguiflied  influence  in  the  provinces.  Infli- 
gated  by  the  invidious  intrigues  of  France,  they 
had  lately  formed  a  fcheme  of  withholding  the 
fupplies,  and  reducing  the  'army ;  which  exceed- 
ingly embarraflfed  the  counfels  and  cramped  the 
power  of  WilKam.  The  ill-judged  policy  of 
France  firft  weakened  her  influence  among  the 
dilaflfeded  party  in  the  States,  by  impofing  cer- 
tain duties  and  reftriftions  upon  fome  of  the  mod 
profitable  articles  of  their  commerce,  in  fpite  of 
the  moft  earned  remondrances  of  the  city  of  Am- 
fterdam,  and  the  fecret  advice  of  P'Avaux,  the 
French  ambaflfador.  The  revocation  of  the  edid 
of  Nantz  widened  the  breach  between  Lewis  and 
the  Louvedein  fa&ion,  and  promoted  a  reconci- 
liation and  an  union  of  all  parties  in  the  provin- 
ces "  •.  The  Huguenots,  who  fled  to  them  for  re- 


'^  D^Avaux. 
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fiige,  by  defcribiQ^  in  patkiet^c  ftraii)$  their  own ^^f^^' 
fufterings,  and  the  fufferwga  of  thofe  they  b^fcd  ^"*" 
left  behiad  them,  at  oncq  s^wakei&ed  the  coi^- 
paffion,  aad  roufed  the  indignafion,  of  4U  th,e 
proteflants  in  HoUand.  The  je^loufy  of  their 
domeftic  privileges  was  extinguished  by  a  gene- 
rous fympatby,  with  the  oppreiliQi>  of  their  fel« 
low*chriftians«  The  priace  af  Orange,  whor?i 
the  difaffefted  in  Holland  h^d  hitherto  beheld 
with  an  eye  of  fufpicion,  they  now  regarded  s^s 
the  only  inftrum^nt,  under  pro  vid($nce,  to  avenge 
the  caufeof  huAianity  and  co4^rcienc^  ;  and  cor-> 
diadly  concurred  with  their  fellow-fubjeds,  ia^ 
granting  the  fuppli^s,  and  raifmg  the  troops  ne- 
ceffary  for  that  purpofe.  The  proleftant  refu- 
gees were  of  ufe  to  William,  not  only  by  recon* 
ciiing  the  afFedions  of  all  the  States  to  him,  and 
to  one  another,  but  by  great  perfonal  fervices. 
The  fortunes  which  they  imported,  facilitated  the 
loans  for  the  raifing  of  troops,  and  the  other  pre- 
parations neceffary  for  his  expedition.  Many 
French  proteftants,  of  all  ranks,  entered  into  the 
army  and  fleet  deftined  for  England.  Among 
thefe  were  fome  of  the  braveft  foldiers  and  moil 
experienced  generals,  who,  to  all  their  other  qua- 
lifications, added  a  fervent  zeal  for  religion  and 
liberty ;  and  were  welUpleafed  to  hazard  their 
lives  in  defence  of  a  caufe,  for  which  they  had  al- 
ready fuiFered  exil^. 

The  death  of  the  eJeflor  of  Cologne,  and  the 
forward  part  Lewis  had  taken  in  the  choice  of  a 
fucceffor  fubfervient  to  his  ambition,  threatened 
the  furrounding  powers  on  the  continent  with  ths 
near  approach  of  a  war  ^  and  covered  the  real 
defigii  with  which  William  was  now  carrying  on 
the  mod  extenfive  military  preparations.  He 
formed  a  caiap,  augmented  his  army,  and  draw 
his  troops  out  of  the  garrifon  in  Flanders.  Under 
R  various 


S4t  THE    HISTORY    OF 

CHAP.yayJous  pretences,  and  with  the  mod  aftoniibiog 
^"^^*  expedition,  he  fitted  out  all  the  (hips  of  war  be- 
longing to  the  States,  and  brought  them  to  the 
moft  convenient  harbours.  He  quickly  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  warlike  force,  fufficient 
to  engage  the  confidence  of  his  friends,  fo  foon 
as  he  (hould  find  it  prudent  to  make  an  open  de- 
claration of  his  purpofe,  either  to  curb  or  to 
annihilate  the  arbitrary  power  of  his  father-ih- 
law*^ 

6.  Ill  fortune  and  imprudent  meafures  on  the 
part  of  James,  concurred  with  all  the  caufes 
which  have  been  recited,  to  hafteti  and  to  facili- 
tate the  fubverfion  of  his  government,  and  the 
utter  ruin  of  his  affairs. 

The  birth  of  a  fon,  inftead  of  flrengtfaening 
his  prerogative,    in  various  refpeds  contributed 

^^  Hi  ft.  de  Louis  !e  Grand,  par  Bufly  Rabutio. 
Lewis  XIV. ^  in  orderlto  fecure  to  his  intercft  the  ekdorate  of 
Cologne,  had  prevailed  upon  the  late  eleAor,  decliDiDg  to  his 
health,  to  ddire  a  co-adjutor,  and  by  his  intrigues  obtatoed  the 
efedtion  of  cardinal  Furftembcrg,  upon  whom  be  had  befiowcd 
the  bifhoprick  of  Strafburgh.  'i'he  pope  refufed  his  bull,  and 
the  emperor  his  inveditare,  which  were  neceflarj  to  ratify  the 
elcdion. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  elc^r,  a  new  eleAion  was  found  to 
bf  ncceffary.  To  fupport  the  claim  of  Furftemberg,  the  troops 
of  France  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  frontiers,  and  her 
agents  were  fent  to  Cologne,  to  diftribute  money  among  the 
priefis  and  the  canons,  who  had  a  vote  in  the  ekfcioii. 

The  emperor  propofed  as  a  candidate,  prince  Clement,  bro- 
ther of  t!»e  elcAor   of  Bavaria.     He  was  fupported  by  his  bro- 
ther the  ele6or,  by  Holland,  and  the  pope,  who  gave  Clement 
;i  difpenfation,  oo   account  of  his  being  underage.     Though 
the  cardinal   was  eledled  by  a  majority,  the  emperor  and  the 
|)ope  (lill  refufed  their  confent.     Upon  this,  Pranc&fiaR  troops 
into  Cologne,  which  took  the  oathsof  .allegiance  to  the  cardi- 
na)|  aud  tiiied  the  garrifons  accortiiiig  to  his  orders.     France 
began  at  the  feme  itmc  to  make  watlike  preparations  at  home  ; 
to  difcontinue  the  'works  in  which  the  troops  were  employed  in 
the  country  ;  and  to  give  comnr.ffions  for  new  levies.     Mcffloim 
<de  la  Cour  de  Fraiicet  par  la  Comte^.^kb  Faytttei^  vol.  ii.  p. 
4  and  49.  22. 

a  to 
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to  increafe  the  inclination  and  the  power  of  his  CHAP, 
fubjefts  to  refift  it.  It  emboldened  the  Roman  ,J^f^ 
catholics  to  purfue  more  open  and  violent  mea- 
fares ;  it  roufed  the  fears^  and  provoked  the  im- 
mediate and  vigorous  refiftance  of  his  ptotef- 
tant  fubjeds.  The  profped  of  a  proteftant  hcir^ 
fo  long  as  it  was  held  out  to  them,  reminded  the 
Roman  catholics  of  .  an  approaching  day  of 
reckoning,  and  rendered  them  more  cautious  and 
moderate,  left  they  fhould  lay  a  foundation  of 
future  refentments  againft  themfelves.  The  pro- 
teftants  drew  great  confolation  from  the  hope  of 
an  event  which  feemed  to  fet  bounds  to  the  reign 
of  fuperftition  and  tyranny  ;  and  fome  of  them, 
extravagantly  toyal,  would  have  been  willing  to 
endure  many  hardihips,  provided  they  were  not  to 
delcend  to  their  pofterity.  The  birth  of  a  fon, 
who  would  infallibly  be  trained  in  the  enthufiaftic 
and  tyrannical  principles  of  his  father,  rendered 
the  fituation  of  Englifhmen  irretrievably  defperate. 
If  they  did  not  make  a  bold  effort  for  their  deli- 
verance while  they  yet  had  it  in  their  power.  The 
number  and  ftrength  of  the  friends  Cf  arbitrary 
power  muft  increafe  every  day.  Delay  was 
xuin« 

Though  to  a  perfon  who,  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  fairly  balances  evidence,  there  may  appear 
little  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  legitimacy  of  the 
birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  yet  fome  myfte* 
rious  circumftances  attending  that  event,  eafily 
impofed  upon  the  credulity  of  party ;  and,  to  all 
the  other  crimes  of  James  againil  his  fubjcds, 
added  the  ground  of  a  charge  the  mod  heavy 
that  could  Tie  againft  his  charader,  either  as  a 
man,  or  as  a  prince. 

If  the  king  was  unfortunate  in  that  combina- 
tion of  circumftances   which  united  fo  many  of 
the  powers  of  Europe  in  oppofition  to  hh  inte-^ 
K  z.  rclls^ 
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CH  A  P.refts,  be  was  no  le(s  fa  ia  the  weaknefs  and  vlcv* 
Y^!i'  ilence>  or  the  duplicity  and  perfidy,  of  th&coua* 
feiiors  in  whom  he  principaliy  con£ded,  and  who 
difliiaded   him  from  avaiUng  hiflifelf  of  the  .only 
aiUdance  which  remained  to  him  in  the  extremity 
of  his  affairs      Lewis  the  Fourteenth  had  ia- 
ftru^ted  hi&  amba(&dar  at  the  Hague  to  demand  a 
pofitive  anfwer  of  the  States,  with  refpe^l  to  the 
deftination  of  the  army    aad   fleet  which   w^re 
getting  ready  with  fuch  expedition;    and,  as  a 
reafqn  for  this  inquiry,  added  the  ftrongeft  ex- 
preflions  of  friend&ip  towards  James,  in  whofe 
fafety   he    profeifed    himfelf    deeply    interefted. 
The  States  either  pretended,  or  adually  believed, 
fiopi  this  interpofition,  that  a  fecret  treaty  bad 
been  tran&ded   between  Jai^s  and  Lewis*     By 
the  advice  of  Sunderland,  James  was  perfuaded 
not  only  to  decline,  but  relent,  the  good  offices 
of  the  kipg  of  France  '  \    He  refufed  to  accept 

the 

-  •  Tbc  treachery  of  Sunderland  (mor^  perhaps  th^  a^y  o^r 
caufc)  corjiributed  to  ih^  ruin  of  James.  By  adopting  bis  pr,^- 
judlccs,  by  aiTccfting  a  convisflion  of  the  propriety  of  his  mea- 
sures, and  a  zeal 'for  carrying  them  into  execution,  he  impofed 
not  only  u|)on  James,  but  on  the  French  ambaffador,  BaKiiJoa. 
i:tc  ft  remarkable  intiance  of  this,  Dalrymple,  Ap.  p:^rt  i.  p. 

When  Ennderland  perceived  the  unpopuUrity  of  the  king's 
condu.'^t,  and  i^e  fatal  lifuc  in  which  it  was  likely  to  terminate^ 
]ie  lucDcd  Ms  eyes  towards  Holland,  and  by  means  of  Sydtwy, 
his  win's  uitckf  er.dc^voured  to  open  a  cor-refpond^nce  witb^tlie 
prince  uf  Or ^npe.  Ihs  wife,  in  the  name  of  ker  hufljand, 
makes  a  declaration  cf  his  wttnchmcnt,  and  a  tender  of  his 
ferviccs,  to  tlit  prince  of  Ofar^i/  in  terms  the  mof!  ahje<^. 
Dalvymple,  yan  i,  p.   ihj.     DMvaux,  Yoi.hr.  13th  aod  loih 

As  i(  a  huW  been  to  r.vcrt  tlie  fufpicion  of  bis  mnder,  wliich, 
froTn  ti'.c  confLic/uljicii,  nf  guili,  Ic  had  region  todicad,  he  pro- 
f^-fTirJ  t<i  be  converted  to  :i*<2  Kon).<n  catholic  religion,  Dalrym* 
,pk,  }i*v%l  p,  287-8. 

Kc 
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the  affiftance  of  a  fleet  afld  zh  army  profferea  fo  C  H  A  P. 
him  "by  Lewis.     He  inftrucled  his  ^mlwiflidot- at  ^^^^ 
the  court  of  France,  to  coinplaia  of  that  impru- 
dent officioufnefs  which  had  ftaggered  the  Confi- 
dence of  his  own  fubjeds*  ' 

Aftotrti, 

Ht  continued  to  encouFage  James  in  the  moft  violent  m«a- 
fures,  while  he  conferred  with  Oykevelt.     DaJrymj)le,  Ap  l^art 

'  MealiwWiej  be  M\  fo  cffc^ii^Aly  iinp^Vfei  on  Banlbn,  as 
\nA\  as  James,  that,  uj^dn  the  rctn>mrt€ndAiioft  of  the  fermtr» 
Lewis  ordered  him  a  pcnfion  for  his  feniccs  lo  Frtnce.     Ibid. 

p.  267.  .  f    .     4      .  .  .  .      i. 

.But the  hioft  ti6tojiou5  iTi{l,li1c6  of  his  duplicity  occurs  Jrt  his 
cofiduA  at  thie  tiinft  A^ftcn  jafr.t%  propoTed  to  rrcal  the  tro^ops 
from   Kolknd.     He  ha*l  tJTured    Isarilion  lof  his  appro^rtj  of 
that  raeafure,  and  of  piomotinn   it  by  his   influence  with  ih*- 
king.     Some  time  after,  the  order  fen-  recalling  thefe  troop's  was 
fotpertded.      Sk^ltoA,  the  ambafiador  At  the  court  of  Fninco, 
mftStdf  that  thfcfufjJelftfith  of  the  ttcA  Was  owi^g  t6  i\\t  ad- 
vice ef  Suaderl^nd,  who  began  te  feM  ui)der  the  fofpicrdA  of 
holding  a  coire/pondence  wiili  the  prince  of  Orange.     IkviHofl' 
is  charged  16  inquire  into  this  affair  ;  ancJ,- particularly,  whether 
$andertahd  had  advife'd  x\rc  fufpctil^on  (jf  the  V6c.iK     !iui  with 
ilich  anifict  did  Sundtiland  Acojuit  hii^ifHS  that)  "iH  a  cenve^-Ta- 
lioB   with  the  ambaflndor  upon  tire  fobjt:t>>  he  perftndid  him** 
that  the  obibnftioas  to  this  mcafore  proceeded  from  Its  king 
diTa'grceable,  Aot  Cnly  to  the  pr6te!tants,  but  to  the  catholics  1 
IW  he  Wmfelf,  by  his  firthnefs  in  adherinv  xq  it,  cx}Vofcd  his 
em  i^urcftand  f^rety  to  the  greateft  hataVd  :  That  all  this  prt»-    . 
ceeded   from   a    vehement  aiiacluntnt  to  the   French  interefl  j 
ani  therefore  fugsefis  ihe  juAice  of  his  claim  to  an  addiiioa;.! 
penl^tn  fron^  ttie  king  of  IraAce.     DnhymjOe,  Ap.  pan  i.  ]). 

"  SundeMawd  diiTuad^d  James  from  arc6pi1n)^  thie  afi^O^ncc 
offeud  him  by  France,  after  it  became^cetiam  that  the  prince  of 
()ranpe  miditart.i  an  ex|>eHitlon  into  England  Ibid.  202- j-O. 
DAvaux'  vol  iv.  tjcpt  \M\  it^So.  I.iVe  of  J.inv?,  pH'Um. 
Sunderland  lud  obuiined  orders  to  all*  the  ambafladors  in  fo- 
*  rci(»o  flatcs,  10  commonlcaic  arty  ne^»S  of  imfrjr'ta»i''c  to  rtono 
but  h^rti  ;  a  cirCumftanct  w!>iih  at  once  IheVvs  his  inthicnce  With 
James,  and  his  cr^Mci^y  vf  hurting  hini.     l^iJvyihjJe,  Ap.  pan 
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CHAP.     A  ftorm,  which  difperfed  and  turned  back  the 
J^^JI^.  Dutch  fleet,  after  their  firft  fetting  fail  for  the 
coaft  of  England,  conftrued  as  a  fignal  interpoii- 
tion  of  heaven,  immediately  occafioned  a  change 
in  the  moderate  and  conciliating  meafures  which 
had  lately  been  adopted  by  the  king,  and  utterly 
deftroyed  all  confidence  in  the  promifes  which  he 
afterwards  made  when  driven  to  txtremit;.     The 
imprudence  of  James  was  no  lefs  confpicuous 
than  his  bad  fortune*     His  conceflions  were  made 
with  a  referve  which  fomented  the  didruft  of  his 
friends.     He  ptomifed  to  call  a  parliament,  but 
alleged  ^s  a  reafon  for  delaying  it,  the  confufion 
and  the   didurbances   which  prevailed  while  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  army  were  in  England ; 
though  it  was  evident,  that,  if  he  extricated  the 
nation  from  them  by  military  exertions,  he  mu(t 
find  himfelf  in  a  fituation  more  than  ever  fuperior 
to  the  power  of  parliament,     The  fufpenfion  of 
the  bimops  was  taken  off;  the  ecclefiatlical  com- 
piiffion  diffolved;    the  charters  of  corporations 
reilored  iQ  their  ancient  form^     But  the  king  ftill 
lexpreffed   himfelf  in  terms  of  fuch  referve  and 
^efitation  with  refpeft  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
Roman  catholics,  itfelf  the  mod  offenfive  mea- 
fare,  as  well  as  the  fource  of  all  the  other  offen- 
five  meafures  which  he  purfiied,  that  there  feem- 
ed  no  ground   to  rely  upon  his  prputifes,  or  to 
hope  for  a  lading  reformation  of  government. 

The  unchangeable  tenor 'of  the  king's  condu£k 
exhibited  a  palpable  contradiction  to  the  promifes 
he  m.ade>    an4  to  the  r^folutions  he  profefled* 

Thic  !et:cr$  of  Sunderland  to  king  William  after  the  rerola- 
tion  fully  confirm  his  treadn^ry:  in  them  he  pleads  the  merit 
of  ills  paft  fervices.  Dalrymple,  Ap.  part  ii.  p.  i|  2  From 
fhefe  letters  it  appears,  that  VViliiaro,  difgufted  with  Sunder- 
land's  crooked  ways,  befitajed  about  confentinjg  to  bis  return  to 

One 
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OneHale,  a  clergyman,  confiderabk  only  by  the  C  H  A  P. 
odivm  he  had  incurred  for  reading  the  declara-  V^^^- 
tion  of  indulgence,  was  now  promoted  to  the 
dignity  and  the  lucrative  emoluments  of  the  fee 
of  Oxford.  The  prince  of  Wales  was  baptifed 
according  to  the  form  of  the  Roman  catholic 
church,  and  the  pope,  reprefented  by  his  nuncio. 
Hood  as  godfather. 

Difgufted  at  the  inlincerity  and  infatu;|tion  of 
the  king,  and  entirely  excluded  from  his  confi- 
dence, many  of  thofe  who  had  hitherto  faithfully 
adhered  to  his  perfon,  found  themfelves  com- 
pelled to  encourage  the  interference  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  as  far  as  it  was  neceifary,  to  repair 
the  breaches  of  the  conftitution,  though  nothing 
was  farther  from  their  intention  than  to  raife  him 
to  the  throne.  The  fluduacion,  timidity,  and 
weaknefs  of  the  king,  wh^  his  affairs  became 
more  defperate,  fuppreifeJ,  in  a  great  meaiare, 
that  pity  which  follows  dignity  aifociated  with 
misfortune.  1  he  precipitate  defertion  of  his  do- 
minions (truck  his  friends  with  allonifhment  and 
confulion,  fulfilled  the  wifhes  of  his  enemies, 
and  accompliihed,  without  the  effufion  of  blood, 
the  moft  important  revolution  that  occurs  in  the 
annals  of  Ei^gland. 

The  prince  of  Orange  landed  at  Torbay  on  The  <je. 
the  fifth  of  November  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  c'«ratio» 
and  eighty-eight.     Before  he  left  Holland  hepub»  prince  of 
lifhed  a  declaration,  reprefenting  the  grievances  Oranne. 
of  the  Englifli  nation   under  the  govern rrent  of  Oftober 
James.     That  all  ordinary  remedies  having  been  *^»  '^*' 
ineffeftual  to  obtain  redrefs,  he  had  thought  fit 
to  go  over  to  England,  with  fuch  a  force  as  was 
fufEcient  to  defend  him  from  the  violence  of  evil 
counfellors,  and  that  the  defignof  his  ex]  edition 
was  to  obtain  a  free  and  lawful  parliamevt.    He 
difclaimed  all  intention  of  conqucft ;  and  faid,     . 

that 
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CHAP.tbit  lit  had  tko  «hfet  dfefiga^  than  to  ptocurt  a 
^^^  fettlcmcnt   df  the  t^Mgioh  and  libeltieB  of  the 
fubjeft,  Upon   fo  fute  a  foundation,  that  thfete- 
might  be  no  danget  of  the  nation  fela^ng  into 
the  like  miferies  hereafter  **. 

Two  queftions  naturally  occiJf  With  refpeS  to 
this  declaration,  and  the  folution  of  them  maii^- 
ally  affeds  the  charader  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
I.  How  ifar  is  it  conftftent  with  truth,  or  does 
it  contain  a  fair  reprefehtation  of  fafts  ?  t.  Was 
the  conduft  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  in  accept- 
ing the  crown,  confiftent  with  the  proknifes  and 
engagements  of  hi^  declaration  ? 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  fadi^^ith 
refpeft  to  the  grievances  which  are  enumerated 
in  the  prince's  declaration,  ate  mifreprefented, 
or  exaggerated^    In   one  inftance  only,  the  de- 
claration of  the  prince   may   feem  liable  to  the 
charge  of  falfehood  and   calumny ;   namely,  in 
what  refpe^ls  the  fuppofititious  birth  of  the  prince 
of   Wales.       Whether  William  really  believed 
this,   whether,   from  a   mifreprefentation  of  cir- 
cumftances  communicated  to  him  by  his  corre- 
fpondents  in  England,  and  the  influence  of  am- 
bition which  infenfibly  warps  the  mind,  he  did 
not  fufpedt  that  an  impofturc  was  intended  by  his 
father-in-law,  we  cannot   pretend  to   determine. 
.   The  guilt  alleged  was  of  fo  bafe  and  atrocious  a 
Mature,  that  he  ought  not  to  hare  fet  his  hand  to 
it,  without  an  accurate  examination  of  the*  evi- 
dence, and  a  full  convidion   of  its   being  wxll 
founded. 

h  is  certain,  that  the  bigotiy  of  James  ex- 
cited ftrong  fuipicions  in  his  proteflant  fubjecls, 
^tid  \h  the   princefs   Anne,  that  he  intended  to 

**  Jourh.  CommoDs,  \o».x. 

impoic 
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itnpofe  a  fuppofititfotis  child,  to  prevent  the  fuc-  CHAP, 
ceffioii  of  his  proteftant  heirs  *^     To  any  pef-  JJ^IJi;^ 
{an  vho  now  examines  the  evidence  of  this  fuf- 
picion,  it  Will  noc  appear  to  have   been  at  any 
time  fufficient  to  have  induced  tfe«,€onviftion  of 
an  unprejudiced  mind^     It  affords  a  flrong'prs- 
fumption,  that  William   viewed  it  in  the  lame 
lights  as  he  never  admitted  ot  encouraged  any 
inquiry  with  refpefl:  to  the  birth  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,   which,    if   it    had  been  rendered  even 
doubtful,    muft    have  fortified   his   title  to   the 
throne.     The  ftrong  attachment  of  the  nation  to 
hereditary  right,  and  the  indifpenfable  neceffity 
of  his  aiTuming  the  crown,  will  be  confidered  as 
apologies  for  the  conduct  of  William  in  this  in« 
(lance,  by  thofe  who  admit,  that  the  obligations 
to  candour  and  probity  may  be  difpenfed  with  in 
any  cafe  whatever.     It  muft  be  matter  of  regret 
to  every  fair  mind,  to  find  fo  few  examples  in 
hiftory,  of  prqudices,  however  weak  or  pernici- 
ous, having  been  removed  by.  pure  fotce  of  ar- 
gument; and  chat  hardly  one  inftance  occurs,  of 
any  fignai  revtilution  in  government  having  been 
accompltihcd,  without  working  ilp^^n  the  refent- 
mentB  of  the  people,  by  heightening  the  abufes 
and  crimes  of  thofe  who  fill  the  feats  of  authority, 
and  who  have  an  intereft  in  oppofing  innovations, 
however  falutaty. 

There  is  no  difficulty  In  vindicating  the  con- 
fiftency  and  honour  of  William,  from  any  im- 
peachment of  them,  for  hSs  afcendihg  the  throne, 
as  If  it  had  been  contrary  to  the  words  of  his 
declaration,  and  the  promifes  he  made   to  foaie 

*»  It  was  fuijie^ctj,  from  the  paitis  which  James  took  to 
pack  the  fmrltament  in  ScotUmI,  that  he  had  formed  a  plan  to 
ubtain  authority  for  fettling  the  fucccffion  of  the  crown  u^on 
any  peffon  he  (houM  thitik  fit  to  nanie>  on  parpofe  to  fccuic  the 
HoiM4D  catholic  ich'gioQ.     Life  of  Car(lares>  p.  28. 

of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  the  confederate  princes  *  *.  He  certainly 
.^J^^'_j  undertook  his  expedition  into  England  with  the 
hope  that  it  might  terminate  in  his  elevation  to 
the  throne.  He  difclaimed  any  defign  of  con- 
queft :  In  this  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  bis  fince- 
rity  i  but  he  certainly  did  not  mean,  nor  wifh  it 
to  be  underilood,  that  he  would  refiife  the  crown 
of  England  if  tendered  to  him,  after  deliberation, 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  He  even 
made  ufe  of  exprefSons  which  might  be  obvtoufly 
interpreted  to  bear  that  fenfe,  or  to  imply  bis 
teadanefs  to  accept  of  it.  He  faid,  he  had  no 
other  defign  in  his  undertaking,  but  to  procure  a 
fettlement  of  the  religion,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties of  the  fubjeA,  upon  fo  fure  a  foundation, 
that  there  could  be  no  danger  of  the  nation  re- 
lapfmg  into  the  like  miferies  hereafter.  His  ele- 
vation to  the  throne,  however,  was  ftill  a  matter 
of  contingency  :  It  was  to  depend  upon  the  con- 
junfkure  of  .circumftances.  To  the  cbmmKfioners 
fent  by  James,  to  treat  with  him  about  the  fct- 
tlement  of  the  nation,  be  made  propofals,  which, 
though  they  may  appear  arrogant,  were,  in  the 
critical  (ituation  of  affairs  at  that  time,  indifpen- 
lably  neceffary  to  procure  that  end  *\    If  James 

bad 

-♦  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  a  fetter  to  the  emperor,  before 
iifs  expedition  ioto  Bngland,  affures  him,  that  he  had  no  incen- 
lion  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  crown,  or  to  dcGrc  to  appro- 
priate it  to  himfclf.     Dalrymple,  Ap.  p.  254. 

1  he  fame  arguments  which  vindicate  the  confiftcncy  of  Wih 
liam's  after-coaduft  with  his  declaration,  remote  any  charge  of 
duplicity  roferred  from  this  letter.  We  cannot  doubt  but  that  he 
wiifrcd,  and  particuIarJy  his  perfonat  friends  eameftly  wifhed, 
th<it  the  courte  of  affairs  might  bring  the  crown  within  his  otfcr, 
See  Letter  of  the  clcdor  of  Brandenburgh  to  King  William, 
2;th  Feb.  1689.  Ibid.j  alio  Clarendon's  Diary,  Dec.  i68tf; 
Jnn.  1689. 

*5  The  moft  e?^ceptionable  articles  in  the  propofals  mtdcfcy 
the  prince,  arc  the  4th  and  6ih,  bv  which  \u  itemed  a*  put 

hinrfftf 
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lad  accq>ted  them^  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  CHAP* 
ihat  he  would  have  kept  his  crown.    Confound-  J^^ 
rf,  when  he  heard  of  the  affociation  of  fo  many        "*" 
perfoDs    of   the  firfl:   rank  under  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  of  4he defertion  of  his  own  family; 
diil;u(ling  bis  army,  and  (till  inflexibly  a!ttached 
to  the  inhered  of  ^e  Roman  catholic  religion, 
he  chofe  rather  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
France ;  and  left  his  people  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  as 
bardly  referved  any  other  alternative^  by  which 
tbe  purpofe  of  the  prince's  declaration  could  be 
obtained,  than  putting  the  crown  upon  his  head. 

bimfclf  in  every  refpe^t  upon  a  footing  with  the  kiog  ;  namely, 
that  if  his  majefty  ihould  think  fit  to  be  in  London  during  the 
Etting  of  the  parliament,  he  (the  prince)  might  be  there  alfi% 
vith  an  equal  number  of  his  guards ;  and  that  a  fu£cient  pait 
of  tbe  public  rerenve  (hould  be  alEgned  him,  for  the  fupport 
aad  naiDteoance  of  bis  troops,  till  the  fitting  of  a  free  parlia- 
neot.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  nothing  fliort  of  a  compli- 
ance with  thefe  demands  ^ould  ipfure  the  purpofe  of  his  exf^dn 


CHAP. 
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Lffclh  of  thi  D^'fartnre  cf  james^-^The  Peers  in  Lm.i 
addrefs  the  Prince  to  ajfume  the  Adminijlraiion  of  Govern- 
fftent. — He  waih  for  fome  Tejfimony  of  the  jfpp^ohatis^ 
of  the  Ciffimor/s, — Summom  the  Meffihers  who  bad frrm 
,      '  )n  Parliair.eiit  during  thi   Rei^h  ^f  Charles  II, — T«i 

,  mtcXr^Addrefs  him  to  call  a  Contention.—  He  esmflit 

iuith  their  Dejire, — Condu^  of  the  Prince  previous  u  th 
Meeting  of  the  Convention. — His  fi£is  of  Go'oemnunt.- 
t  EUSions.-^The  Convention  tneets^^Addrfjffis  the  Prince." 

A  Letter  ftotn  King  James  rtjeSiod.-^Gtneral  Viiw  «j 
the  Commons  ronce^kikg  the  State  of  ike  Mation.^Vt* 
bates  of  the  Cisfnmo'ns  corrcerning  the  fettling  if  the  Go^^ern^ 
ftient.— Final  Rcfolution.-^ Debates  in  the  Itoufe  tf  Itri 
concerning  the  fettling  of  the  Government.— Re/oluiicns  cni 
Vote. — ne  S^ueflion  concerning  the  original  Contra^ -^ 
Refoluticns  and  Vote-*— The  Commons  avoid  any  farth 
Meafures  for  fettling  the  Government. — The  Lords  prep  !\ 
Amendments  upon  the  Refolutions  of  the  Commons.— O^" 
fr^atlons. — Conference  between  the  two  Hcufa  -I 
Caufes  which  conjirained  the  Lords  to  concur  with  fi 
Commons. — Dlfcontcnts  and  Tumults  cf  the  Peop'.'.-^ 
Declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Orange— of  the  Print y  \ 
Orange— of  the  Princefs  Anne.  —Effetls  of  ihem."'l\ 
Lords  concur  with  the  Fetes  of  the  Commons  -^andjcti^ 
the  Croiun  on  lyUliam  and  Mary."- Rill  cf  Riihif.-- 

Altetaticn  of  the  Oaths EjfiiU  of  the  Rev:lu::cn  k.i 

rejpc^J  to  the  Conjlilutisn. 

CHAP*  ^^^  II E  departure  of  James  produced  a  faJJ 
IX,  J^  ;ilteration  in  the  views  and  the  !iopt> 
^^""[^J^^  every  party.  The  affection  and  confidence  o*^  1 
Tk  Elf  ii'i^itjds  were  ftag^^ered  by  adefcrtion,  for  whu 
i-.^nr^^f-lhcy  were  not  prepared.  All  their  plans,  l 
li^^t^^^x  accompliilunj^  a  reconciliaiion  between  the  kij 
J-a»»:^      aiij  his    offended  fubjeds,  were  entirely  di»^' 

Cert 
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certcd,  and  the  hopes  of  fettled  government  re-  C  H  A  F. 
(noved  to  a  great  diftance.     In  proportion  to  the  ^^^!^  ^ 
depreifion  and  embarraffment  of  the  adherents  of     ^^^^^ 
]ames,  the  fpirita  of  the  prince  of  Orange  and 
his  fiiends  were  elated,  and  their  profpefts  be- 
came more  flattering  and  extenfive  \ 

The  peers,    who  were  in   London,    met    at  The  peer* 
Weftminfter  on  the  twenty -fifth  of  December, »"  ^^' 
and,    after  figning  the  affociation  drawn  up  at  \^^^^^^{^ 
Exeter,    unanimouily    addreffed    the    prince  of  prince  to 
Orange,  to  affume  the  adminidration  of  govern-  aiTume  tfcc 
jnent,  and  to  write  circular  letters  to  all  the  dif-  adnim»f- 
ferent  bodies    of  eleftors,    requeuing   them  to  !!^^ 
chufe  reprefentatives,  to  meet  at  Wellminfter  on  mcot. 
the  twenty-fecond  of  January   one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in  order  to  deliberate 
concerning  the  final  fettlement  of  the  nation  *• 
This  addrefs  was  -  not   more   acceptabJe  to  the 
prince,     than    otljcr    refolutions    of    the  lords, 
which  removed  the  principal  obftruftions  to  fuch 
a  plan  of  fettling  the  nation,  as  he  might  natu- 
rally be  fuppofed  to  defire.     They  unanimoufly 
refufed  to  receive  a   letter   left  by  king  James, 
containing  an  apology  for  his  departure  out  of  the 
kingdom,  and  declined  making  any  inquiry  into 
the  evidence  of  the  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales  ^ . 
By  tfaefe  refolutions,    they  opened  a  plain   and 
direft  path  to  that  important   conclufion,  upon 
which  the  revolution  was  founded,  namely,  that 

*  Chrendon's  Diary,  Decpmbcr. 

*  The  number  of  peers  who  met  at  WcflminfVer  appears  to 
have  been  about  feventy  ;  they  increafed  artervVrircis,  in  th? 
coorfe  of  thcfe  previous  deliberailonr,  to  ninetv.  The  duke  of 
Someritt,  the  earis  of  Pembroke  ;ind  Notti»in»,am,  lorvl  Whar- 
ton, and  all  the  bifhops,  except  Compion  of  l-on(lon,  rcni'l-i 
to  fign  the  aflbciaiion.  The  lords  ifTiied  an  orHcr  by  ther  own 
authority,  for  ail  papifts  to  <iej;art  from  London  an  J  WLlhrJa- 
Her. 

'  Clarendon's  Diary,  December,  ¥ 

there 
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CHAP,  there  was  a  demife  of  the  crown,  or  abdication 
^  ^'     of  the  government.     Some  of  the  lords  precipi 
i6a8.    ^^P^y  inoved,  that  the  crown  was  vacant ;  aD( 
that  the  princefs  of  Orange  (hould  be  declared 
queen ;    but  the  oppofuion  which  this    motion 
received,  both  from  the  friends  of  her  hufbandil 
and  from  the  few  who  were  ftill  attached  to  thel 
intered  of  king  James,  prevented  that  celerity  of  | 
decifion,  whic)i  could  hardly  have  laid  the  foun*  | 
dation  of  a  quiet  and  permanent  fettlement  ^.      | 
He  waits       The  prince,  attentive  to  the  forms  of  the  con- 1 
for  fome   ftitution,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  to  obferve  them,  i 
f  •'i!"^"/  durinff  the  prefent  ceffation  of  executive  autho- 1 

of  the  ap-     .         o  ^        «,   ,  .  r    t  I 

jjrobation  ^'^y*  deferred  his  acceptance  or  the  government,  i 
of  the      till   he  afforded  the  commons  an  opportunity  of , 
commons,  expr effing  their  concurrence  with  the  addrefs  or 
ztd  Dec.  ^^^  lords.     He  called  together  all  thofe  perfons 
Summons  wlio   had  ferved  in  any  of  the  parliaments  of  I 
the  mem-  Charles  II.,  and  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermon  of  I 
h^d  f*^^  the  city  of  London,  requefting  their  advice  upon  I 
cd  in  par-  ^'^^  prefent  (late  of  the  nation.     The  reftridLing 
Jiament     his  invitation  to  the  members,  who  had  Sax  in  par- 
during  the  liament  during  the  reign  of  Charles,  was  diffc- 
Cbark  ^    rently  interpreted,  according  to  the  influence  of 
1^  political  prejudices  and  connexions.      By  fome 

it  was  cenfurcd,  as  equally  partial  and  impolitic : 
by  others  it  was  confidered,  as  a  becoming  tedi- 
mony  of  that  refped  which  the  prince  enter- 
tained for  the  purity  of  the  conftituiion  *.  The 
members  of  the  parliament  of  James,  it  was  af- 
ferted,  could  not  be  confidered  as  reprefentativcs 
of  the  people,  becaufe  they  had  been  eleded, 
under  illegal  and  arbitrary  alterations  upon  the 
ch:irieri  of  the  boroughs.  Their  perfonal  conduft 
alia   appc^ared  blameable,  becaule  they   had  ex- 

-*  Ubrcndon's  Diary,  December. 
"*  RJphj  YoJ.  11.  p.  5, 

ceeJeJ 
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ceeded  in  their  conceilions  to  prerogative  at  the  C  H  A  p. 
commencement  of  his  reign ;  though  fome  atone-  .^^^^^^^ 
ment  they  certainly  had  made  to  their  conftitu-     ^^^^ 
ents,  by  that  firm  refiftance  to   the  difpenfing 
power,  which  prpved  the  caufe  of  their  diffolu- 
tion. 

Agreeably  to  the  defire  of  the  prince,-  about  Thcj 
three  hundred  members  of  the  commons^  ^,  the  meet, 
lord   mayor,  and  the  aldermen  of  the  city   of 
Londoo,  met  at  Weftminfter  upon  the  day  ap-  26thDcc. 
pointed,  when  the  prince  addrefled  them  in   a 
ihort  fpeech,  and  entreated  their  advice  with  re- 
fped  to  the  bed  method  of  purfuing  the  ends  of 
his  declaration  ;  namely,  to  obtain  a  free  parlia- 
ment ;  to  fecure  the  proteftant  religion ;  and  the 
ancient  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

The  members  of  the  commons  unanimoufly  Addrefs 
adopted  the  refolutions    of   the   lords.       They  *""^  ^« 
thanked  the  prince  for  having  expofed  his  perfon  "n-f^,^" 
in  prefervation  of  their  religion  ;  they  figned  the 
aflbciation  of  adherence  to  him,  and  prayed  him 
to  fummon  a  convention  to  meet  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  January  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  \ 

The  prince,  in  compliance  with  the  addrefs  He  com- 
of  the  lords,  and  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  pFies  with 
commons,  iffued  circular  letters  for  the  meeting  ^'^^ir  dc- 
of  the  convention,  and  aflumed  the  direction  of  ^^^^' 
the  governknent,  as  far  as  was  necefTary  for  the 
purpofes  recommended  to  him. 

During  the  interval  between  the  fimimons  and  Conduft 

the  meeting  of  the  convention,  many  of  the  no-  ^^.  *^^ 

bility  and  principal  gentlemen  attended  the  levee^"^"'!^^^ 

of  the  prince  of  Orange.      He   received   them  to  the 

with  civility,  but  with  referve  ;  and,  bv  avoid-  meeting 

of  the 

*^  Rerefby,  p.303.  l^''''''' 

•  Joiyro.  Commons,  ^6ih  December.  *  "* 

5ng 
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CHAP,  xng  the  appearance  of  prddile£kion  for  any  party, 
^^^^he  gave  no  occafion  for  offence  or  jealaufy,  which 
1688.  niight  have  marred  that  unanimity,  upon  which 
.  the  happy  fettlement  of  the  nation  depended  '. 
Some  of  the  bifliops  and  tories  expreffed  their 
diiTatisfaftibn,  upon  account  of  that  attention  and 
refpea;  which  the  prince  fliewed  to  the  proteftaiit 
diitenters.  It  does  not  appear^  however,  that, 
in  this  inftance,  he  did  any  thing  more  than  what 
was  required  by  the  diftates  of  prudence,  and  the 
common  rules  of  politenefs  ''.  He  was  juftly  ap- 
plauded for  his  caution  in  declining  to  enter  into 
converfatioa  upon  any  fpecific  plan  for  fettling 
the  government ;  though  Ibme  perfons,  who  were 
intrulled  with  the  management  of  his  bufinefs, 
feemed  anxious  to  difcover  the  opinidnsand  incli- 
nations, of  the  Englirti  nobility,  who  daiiy  re- 
forted  to  him  under  the  pretext  of  compliment, 
or  bufmefs  '  *".  It  is  fomewhat  remarkabk,  that 
particular  expreflions  and  arguments,  which  wer? 
afterwards  ceofured  as  n^w  and  unconftitutional, 
in  the  courfe  of  debates  in  the  convention  par- 
liament, were  firft  introduced  in  thefe  private 
conferences,  by  fome  of  the  mod  zealous  friends 
of  the  prince  of  Orange  *  *. 

IMr.  Bentinck  and  Mr.  Sydney  were  the  per- 
fons  who  privately  poffeffed  the  confidence  of  the 
prince.  The  former  had  merited  his  early  favour 
by  fmgufar  evidences  of  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
'  an  J  acquirt'd  his  efteem  by  tried  faithfulnefs  ana 
capacity  in  bufincfs  *  *•     The  latter  bad  long  refi- 

deJ 

*  E  Juni,  voj.  ili. 

^*  ljCTi€f  to  the  Convention. 

***   Buckiagliam's  Works,  vol.  ii. 

'  *   CUrvndon^s  Oiary,  January 

*  *    Mr-  Denunck  attended  the  prince  of  Orange,  durtn;  I  i: 
ilitKr^  Ig  i'<u  fiiialipox,  for  the  fpacc  of  (ixieen  dav?  and  n•"^l'^ 

aJminr.Urv.: 
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Aed  in  Holland,  had  been  privy  to  the  coircfpon*  CHAP, 
dence  between  the  prince  and  his.  friends,  and'ad*  ^  ,i^^ 
vifed  him  in  every  ftep  hehad  taken,  for  inters     1688. 
pofiAg  publicly  in  the  affairs  of  England.     The 
marquis  of  Halifax,    the  earls    of  .  Shrewfbury, 
Nottingham,    Danby,    Lords   Mordaunt,    Deia- 
mere,  admiral  Herbert,  and  Mr.   Rufiel,  were 
all  diilinguiihed  by  particular  marks  of  the  prince's 
attention  "• 

The  few  ads  of  government,  exercifed  by  him,  His  a6ls 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  had  »f  g^- 
a  provident  refpeft  to  his  own  future  fuccrfs,  as  ^^'»'^^*"- 
wdl  as  to  the  fafety  of  the  nation.     He  pubiiftied  ^oth  Dec. 
a  declaration,   giving  authority  to   all   iheriffs^ 
juftices  of  peaice,  and   other  officers   who  were 
not  papifts,  and  who  had  received  their  commif^* 
iions  before  the  firfl:  of  December^  to. continue 
in  ^ffice^     He  fenc  orders  to  the  city,  to  fufpend 
the  oaths,  ufually  adtniniftered  to  the  members, 
when  eledled  into  the  common  coonciL    A  few 
regiments,  under  the  command  of  officers  (ecretly 
attached  to  James,  were  diibanded ;  and,  that  the 
army  might  fuftain  no  material  drminution,  the 
•private  men  were  incorporated  into  (landing. regi- 
ments of  unfufpefted  ndelity  to  the  prince.     To 
difcharge  the  arrears  of  the  army,  and  to  remove 
every  caufe  of  difcoment,  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred thbufand  pound3  was  borrowed  from  an  af- 

idmim&ertd  to  him  ail  his  medicioes  and  foodi  and  oeyer  moved 
from  his  bed.  Immediately  afcertbe  prioce*s  recovery,  ht  fdi 
ftck  of  the  fame  difteroper,  and  was  in  the.greatefl  danger  As 
foon  as  he  recovered,  he  attended  his  mailer  10  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, and  was  always  near  )m  perfon.  He  was  fedtto  Braodea- 
barg  tocommonicflte  to  the  cleiflor,  the  prince's  intended  expe- 
dition to  England,  and  was  principally  trufted  with  dir^u^in;^  ibe 
preparations  for  it.  Life  01  William,  vol.  i.  p.  65. 
•J  Burnet. 

S         •  fuciation 
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fociatton  of  citizens*  The  alacrity  and  readinefs 
"With  which  it  was  granted,  yielded  the  prince  a 
pleaiing  earned  of  the  good  wiihes  and  friendly 
afliftance  of  the  metropolis.  Manv  of  the  failors 
having  deferted  upon  account  oi  the  irregular 
payment  of  their  wages,  a  proclamation  was  pub- 

1 6th  Jan.  jiflj^j^  tendering  a  free  pardon  and  payment  of 
arrears,  to  fuch  as  returned  to  the  fcrvicc  of 
their  country.  To  remove, every  appearance  of 
undue  influence  upon  electors,  all  the  regiments 
were  commanded  to  march  from  the  counties  and 

jfth  Jan^  towns  where  eledions  were  to  be  held.  An  order 
was  pttbliihed  to  control  the  licentioulhefs  of  the 
prefe,  and  to  prevent  all  publications  containing 
falfe  and  malicious  reprefentations  of  charaders 
and  meafures,  and  tending  to  difturb  the  public 
peace  '  ^.  By  th  variety  and  wildnes  of  thofe 
projeds  of  governement  which  daily  iflued  from  the 
prefs,  without  falling  under  this  prohibition,  thfc 
minds  of  the  people  were  now  wound  up  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  curiofity  and  impatience,  con- 
cerning the  important  event  referred  to  the  dcci- 
fion  of  the  convention. 

£elaion.  The  eletiions  of  the  members  for  the  conven- 
tion  were  carried  on  without  diforder  and  vio- 
lence. The  remembrance  of  the  grievances, 
which  the  Jiation  had  endured  under  James,  Vas 
recent ;  the  fuccefe  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and 
a'  confidence  in  his  virtues,  had  great  influence 
upon  many  of  the  eleftors.  Several  of  the  coun- 
ties and  boroughs  had  fixed  their  choice  immedi- 
ately after  the  fummons  for  a  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment by  James,  profefledly  called  for  the  purpofe 
of  redreffing  grievances,  and  to  that  choice  they 
now  adhered  * '. 


•  ♦  Ralph,  Tol.  ii.  p.  20« 
«5  Buroet. ' 

The 
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The  grand  convention  met  at  Weftminfter  on  C  H  A  ?. 
the  twenty4econd  of  January   one  thoufand  fix      '^ 
hundred  and  eighty-nine.     In  the  houfe  of  lords,     ^^ 
the  marquis  of  Halifax  and  tb6  earl  of  Danby  CimTenl 
vere  competitors  for  the  office  of  fpeaker,  and  tion 
the  former  was  preferred.     In  the  lower  houfe,  nicci*. 
Mr.  Powle  was  unanimoufly  chofen  '^.     A  letter 
was  prefented  fr^m  the  prince  of  Orange  to  both 
houfes,  in  which  he  mentioned  the  endeavours  he 
had  ufed  to  promote  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the 
nation ;  and  recommended  to  them,  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a.  firm  fecurity  for  their  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties.     That  no  interruption  might 
be  given  to  an  happy  and  lading  fettlement,   he 
reprefented  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  pro- 
teftant  intereft,  in  Ireland,  which  required  large 
and  fpeedy  fuccours.     He  recommended  to  their 
particular  friendfliip  and  afliflance,  the  States  of 
Holland,  by  whom  be  had  been  enabled  to  under- 
take fuch  an  expenfive  and  hazardous  expedition, 
for  the  deliverance  of  England  *  ^ 

Both  houfes  prefented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  AddrefTes 
the  prince,  for  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  the  theprince. 
nation ;  and  prayed  that  he  would  affume  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs,  and  that  he  would  take 
particular  care  of  the  prefent  (late  of  Ireland  '  \ 

A  letter  from  king  James  was  fent,  by  lord  A  letter 
Prefton,    to  both  houfes  of  parliament^     The^*"^™ 
commons  rejected  it,  unopened.     The  lords  ex- jj^^y*' 
amined  the  meflenger  who  received  it  from  lord 
Melfort,    but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  after- 
wards  '^. 


'^  Journ.  Lords  and  Commons,  2  ad  Jan. 

•'  Ibid. 

'»  Ibid. 

*^  Journ.  Lords,  4th  Feb. 


S  a  Upon 
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Upoh  the!  aSth  of  January^  the  lower  houfe  fe- 
fohed  itfelf  into  a  committee^  to  take  into  confi* 
\6iQ^  deration  the  ftate  df  the  nation.     From  the  oppor- 
Geneial    tuilitifei,  which  had  occurred^  of  difcovering  the 
view  of     private  opinions  of  men  of  evety  par4y  and  ftation^ 
the  com-  concerning  the  various  projects  for  fettling  the  go- 
con^ern-    vemment,  the  members  ot  the  convention  well  un- 
ingthe      derAood,  that  the  general  tenor  of  national  femi- 
ftate  of      rnents  ran  againft  innovations  j  while,  at  the  fame 
the  naiion.  ^jj^^^  the  reiteration  of  James  appeared^  even  to 
thofe  who  were  attached  to  his  family,  to  be  in  the 
higheft   degree  alarming    and   dangerous*      But 
though  a  great  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
were  difpofed  to  fet  afide  James»  yet  it  was  evident 
that  this   tneafure  mult  have  beea  dttended  with 
unfurmountable  difficulties,  if  condu£led  with   a 
rigid  refpeft  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  of  even 
with  that  deliberation  which  juftice  feemed  to  re* 
quire,  in  common  cafes^  relative  to  the  prop^rty^ 
or  charafler,   of  individuals.    If  the  convention 
could  aflTume  it,  as  a  preliminary  propofition,  that 
the  throne  was  already  vacant,  it  would  not  ow'y 
carry  them  forward  to  an  advanced  flage  of  the 
bufmefs,  but  cut  off  mahy  bbje^Uons  and  ^mbar^^ 
rafiments,  which  mufl:  of.  neceflity  cramp  the  free- 
dom of  debate,  and  expofe  the  Settlement  of  the 
nation  to  great  delay  and  hazard.     It  feems  there* 
fbre  to  have  been  a  refolution^  tacitly  adopted  by 
the  lower  houfe,  not  to  a;?itate  any  previous  tjuef* 
tions  j  which  might  lead  to  a  difcufliori  of  the  com- 
petency of  their  judicial  power,  in  any  cafe   l^ela- 
tive  to  the  conduft  of  the  king ;  but  rather  to  pro- 
ceed as  if  thefehad   been  already  decided,  and  to 
employ  their  deliberations  for  re-'eftablifhing  a  go- 
vernment,  which  had  ceafed  or  expired,  Irom  the 
voluntary  renunciation   of  thti  perfou  to  whom  it 
bad  been  intrufted  * ''. 

'0  See  Speeches  of  Serjeant  Maynard,    Harboard,   Trcby. 
Grev's  Debaicsy  vol.  ix.  p.*  12,  &c. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dolbsn,  vhp  opened  Uie  debate,  propofed  C  H  A  P. 
to  cwfine  Lis  view*  to  th^  U^e  of  the  nation,  with- .   j^li 
out  entering  into  theconfivleradonrof  remedies  for      ^^^, 
the  misfortunes  ia  which  it  wa$  involvod.     TheDebucscf 
propofitio^  he  affum^,  as  the  ground  of  his  argu-^h^  com- 
ments, was,  that  2^   d.erniit2   o^t  government   haii^^"?  ^*^^" 
happeBe;d.     He  m?iiUaiq*cd,  agreeably  to  the  fig- ^^^7"^ 
niticationof  th,e  original  word  from  which  itwastiingof 
derived,  that  not  only   the  natural  death  of  the ?^cRo- 
peffonwho  was  at  the   head  of  the  g;overnraem/^'^^"'^"^* 
butfuch  a  conduct  as  was  producUveof  the  izaa^ 
effieAs,  or  ai>   iut^ruption  and  difcontinuance  of 
its  functions,  pvig,lu^  in   Uriel:  propriety,  to  be  in- 
terpreted a  derniie.   .  By  the  departure  pf  the  king, 
who  had  carried  off  the  great  feal,  the  formal  iiir 
(trumentof  all  leg^il  proceedings,  the  fevexal  courts 
of  juftice  had  expired,  audaU  public  bufinefs  was 
at  a  ft^nd.     The  ^x^mples  of  former  times,  upon 
ejnergepcits  fin^iUr  to  whart  bad  jiow  happened, 
removed  the  objtrftioia  of  nove Uy  againft  the  doc'- 
trine  he  maintained,  and  the  rdblution  which  ha 
wished  to  -found  upon  it.     J  be  refigixation  of  the 
crown  by  Edward  th^  fecond,  though  conftrained 
by  iA4vifonmq^t   <ind  menaces  ;  the  flight  of  £dr 
wajxi  the  fourth,  tjhoagh  neceffary  to  his  perfoaal 
fail^ty  ',  were  yrpnpuaced  by  the  ableft  lawyers  to 
he  ?  d^mife  c^  Jhe  crown,  and  fallowed  with  aii 
tkc  effVcls^  which  a  natural  demife  muft  have  .pro- 
duced*'. 

It  was  argued  by  others*  that  the -aeglefik  of  duty 
and  rlie  d^fmion  of  government,  were  ^ernis, 
which  conveyipd  top  foft  a  reprefentation  of  th^ 
miXcon^iuil  of  J^mes^  The  man  who  negleds  tha 
duties  of  hi^  affitoe  through  indolence  and  ^iti[ipa#  - 
tion,  or  relinquifhes  it  through  timidity,  is  equally 
incapable  and  unworthy  of  truft.     J5ut  th«c  man 

*'    Grey's  Debates,  vol    ix. 

who 
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CHAP. who  betrays  truft,  and  employs   the  powers  and 
JX-     opportunities  he  enjoys,  to  fubvert  the  very  ends 
1680    ^^^  which  they   were  beftowed,  has  reached  the 
moft  confummate  pitch  of  depravity.    The  raal- 
adminiftration   and  criminality  of  the  late  king, 
juftified  the  higheft  degree  of  public  indignation 
and  legal  refentment.     The  innumerable  ads  of 
tyranny  of  which  they  had  been  witnefles,  and  un* 
der  which  many  of  them  had  fuffered,  indicated  not 
only  an  incapacity   for  government,  but  a  fpirit, 
repugnant  to  the  conftitution  of  England,  and 
bent  upon   its  deftruftioii.     No  prince  had  ever 
inaintained  more  extravagant  ideas  of  monarchical 
prerogatives,  than  James  the  firfl  of  Fngland,  yet 
even  he  never  prefumed  to  exalt  them  above  the 
authority  of  law ;  but  folemnly  declared,  in  par* 
liament,  '^  that  the  moment  a  king  breaks  in  upon 
**  the  laws,  he  ceafes  to  be  a  kmg**/'    What, 
but  a  confidence  in  the  fupremacy  of  the  law,  as 
controlling  the  will,  and  binding  the  hands  of  the 
prince  himfelf,  had  defeated  the  obftinate,  though, 
as  it  now  appeared,  the  wife  ftruggles  againft  the 
order  of  fucceffion,  in  the  perfon  of  the  prefent 
prince  ?  As  often  as  the  malignant  fpirit  of  popery 
had  been  delineated,  and  the  fatal  event  of  this 
day  predifted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debates  on  the 
bill  of  exclufion,  as  often   it   had  been  replied, 
^^  that  the  king  of  England  was  only  the  minifter, 
^^  and  not  the  mailer,  of  the  laws  i  and  that  the 
^  adminiftration  of  government  could  be  veiled 
^'  in  proteftants  alone,  and  managed  only  for  the 
"  intereft  of  the  proteftant  religion*'."     The  re- 
moval of  the  king  to  France,  d^fcovered  a  difpo« 
fition  alienated  from  his  fubjecls ;  and  his  return, 

**  Speech  of  Sir  O.  Trcby.    Ibid. 

*»  Speech  of  Sir  G.  Trcby.    Grey's  Debates,  vol.  ix. 

and 
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and  the  recovery  of  'is  crown,  if  accompli  fhed  by  C  h  A  P. 
the  affiftance  of  fuch  an  ally,  mufl:  be  attended      l^- 
with  the  flavery  of  his  native  kingdom**.  v.>^w^ 

The  imbecility  of  argument,  and  the  coldnefs  of  *^^* 
affe&ion,  with  which  the  friends  of  James '  fup- 
ported  his  caufe,  in  the  lower  houfe,  were,  no 
icfs  than  the  zeal  and  number  of  his  opponents, 
an  evidence  of  thedefperate  fituation  of  his  affairs. 
Their  arguments  referred  principally  to  the  preli- 
minary queftion,  which  was  taken  for  granted  by 
thofewhofpokeon  the  other  fide;  namely,  "  Whe- 
"  ther  the  convention  had  jwwers  adequate  tp  fuch 
^^  an  important  decifion,  as  that  of  finding  the 
"  throne  vacant?'* 

There  were  a  few,  who  denied  the  pofTibility  of 
fuch  an  event  as  the  demife  of  the  crown,>]nan 
hereditary  monarchy.  Could  the  interference  of 
the  convention,  or  the  united  authority  of  all  the 
eledors  in  the  kingdom,  violate  the  natural  and  ' 
eftabliflied  order  of  defcent  ?  The  attempt,  if  fac- 
cefsful  in  this  inftance,  would  fuggeft  inferences 
of  extenfive  and  alarming  application  ;  and  (hake 
all  the  fecurities,  which  the  law  had  given  to  xadi- 
viduals,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  rights  and 
property*'.  But  even  thofe,  who,  inthecourfe 
of  the  debate,  maintained  the  principles  of  the 
lories,  expreffed  the  mod  pointed  cenfure  of  the 
mal  adminiftration  and  mifcondudt  of  the  late 
king ;  and  the  moft  forward  defire  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures,  as  might  effectually  prevent  his  return  to  * 
power.  Affeded  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  injuries 
they  had  fuftained  under  his  arbitrary  government, 
judly  apprehenfive  of  the  continuance  and  increafe 
of  them,  if  he  fhould  again  afcend  the  throne, 
they  haftened,  without  a  fcrupulous  attachment  to 

*♦  Grey'i  Debates,  to!.  i«. 
*5  Ibid. 

forms, 
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CH  A  P.  forms,  to  pronounce  a  fentence,  which  his  demerit 
^^^jqftified,  and  their  own  fafety  indifpenfahly  re- 
^'^'^TjP^^^  quired.     But,  though  the   majority  of  the  houfe 
^*    ifiight  be  perfuaded,  upon  an  extraordinary  occa' 
fion,  to  deviate  from  common  forms,  yet  it  was 
eyid€;nt  that  it  would  give  a  greater  weight  to  their 
refolutionS)  if  any  precedent  could  be  found,  ex- 
actly  fuited  to  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  the  remedy  propoFed.     None  of  the  examples, 
cited  from  the  £ngliOi  hiftory,  were  conformed,  in 
every  circumftance,  to  the  event  which  now  en- 
gaged their  deliberation.     Richard  the  fecond  was 
petfonally  apprehended  by  the  barons,  and  fpecifi- 
cally  charged  with  offences,  not  only  againft   the 
ftate,  but   againfl  individuals;  and  he  had  fub- 
fcribed    an    inftrument,    formally  refigning   the 
crown.     Edward  the  fourth,  aiid  Henry  the  fixth, 
fled  from  the  violence  of  theil*  enemies,  and  abdi- 
tated  the  government  by  compuUion.     To  remove 
the  doubts  of  thofe,  who  objefted  to  the  novelty 
and  temerity  of  excluding  James  from  returning 
to  the  throne,  Mr.  Somers,  with  great  addrels, 
'  *:  directed   the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  a  foreign 

tranfa£tion,  which,  as  it  had  been  fuggefted  by  a 
fituation  procifely   fimilar  to  that  of  England,  to 
it  exhibited  an  example  of  the  mod  fuccefsful  plan 
of  fettling  a  government,  difturbed  and  interrupted, 
by  the  bigotry  and  defertion  of  the  fupreme  ma- 
giftrate^  ^.     bigifmund,  next  heir  to  the  crown  ci 
Sweden,  had,  during  the   life  of  his  father,  be- 
come a  convert  to  tlie  Roman  catholic  religion. 
His  futiLire  Tubjeds,  like  the  people  of  England, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles   the  Second,  looked  for* 
ward,  with   difmal  apprehenfions,  to  a  fucceiCon 
fb  threatening  to  the  interefls   of  their  religion. 
»39^«    After  the  death  of  his  father,  their  fears  were  in 

**  Grey's  Debates,  voJ.  ix- 

fome 
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fomc  meafur^  removeiji,  and  tbcir  allegiance  en-  C  H  A  p. , 
gaged,  by  the  mod  folemn  declarations  of  $igif*  ^^J^^L, 
mundt  ihat  he  would  maintain  the  laws  and  rdi-     ^^ 
gion   of  Sweden.      Regardlefs  of  thefe,  be  ftill 
profccuted  the  inftigatioi^  of  bigotiy,  ereSed  a 
popiih  church  in  the  capital,  conferred  oiSces  of 
the  higheft  trud  upon  Roman  catholics,  a0d  put 
his  garrifons  into  their  h^nds*     The  alarm  of  bis 
fubjeds  now  rofe  to  the  higheft  pitch :  All  ranks 
of  men  united  to  defend  their  religion  and  laws,  ^ 
and  to  avenge  the  treachery  of  their  fovereign. 
Sigifmund  fuddenly  fled  into  Poland.     An  affembly    '  ^7* 
of  the  States,  which  met  at  Stockholm,  not  only 
declared  that  fae  bad  abdicated  the  crown  and  go* 
vernment,  but   they  renounced   his   family,  and 
fettled  thiC  crown  upon  his  uncle,  Charles^  duke  v 
ofSudermauia,  and  upon  his  heirs,  who  were  pro* 
tcftants*^    The  juftice  of  this  fentence  was  ap- 
plauded by  all  the  proteftant  dates  in  Europe* 
The  fimilarity  of  circumftances  recommended  it  to 
the  imitation  of  the  Eogliih  convention^  and  in- 
fured  the  approbation  of  foreign  nations'"  ^     As 

the 

*^  SwtcTrads,  T.  W.  vqI.  i.  p.  jjg. 

*^  Sigifrou&d  the  cbir4   had  been  ckdedt  djuring  the  reign  i>f 

bis  father,  to  fiil  the   throne  of  Polaud,  by  the  intereft  of  hfs 

mother,  wHio  was  of  the  royal  Sigillonian  race.     The  prejudices 

mdiikd  HI  to   his  mind,  at   an  early  period,  by  ber,  vren  con- 

fimwd  by  the  lotrigues  of  the  Jefuits ;  and  he  became  an  avowed 

coovcit  to  the  Xomaxi  catholic  religion.     The  fimilarity  of  his 

chara£ler  to  tliat  of  James,  and  of  tlie  fituation  of  England  to 

that  of  Sweden,  mu^  naturally  have  had  a  confiderable  influence 

in  leading  to  the  concluHon  of  the  important  debate  on  the  fet- 

tlenient  oif  the  nation.     Thefe  circumflances  deferve  to  be  re- 

cted,  in  gratitude  to tht memory  of  that illuftrious  pcrfon,  who 

was  an  honour  to  his  party;  and  in  this,  and  in  many  other  in- 

flances,  eminently  inltruraenral  in  ferving  the  caufeof  liberty. 

The  word  Abdication  was  probably  borrowed  from  Grotius, 
whofe  authority  was  often  cited  tn  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates.  In 
the  following  fentei^cc,  he  puts  a  caf«  exa^ly  refcnibfing  that 

whiUi 
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CHAP,  the  conduft  of  James,  his  profeffion  of  the  Roman 
.^^J^i,^  catholic  religion,  and  his  defertion  of  the  kingdom, 
1680.    exhibited  an  exaft  counterpart  to  the  charges 
Final  refo-  brought  againft  Sigifmund  ;  fo  the  following  refo* 
lotioos.     lutions  of  the  convention  appeared  to  be,  almoft, 
a  literal  tranfcript  of  the  fentence  of  the  States  of 
Sweden;  namely,  that  king  James  the  Second, 
having  endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  conilitution  of 
the  kingdom,  by  breaking  the  original  contrad 
between  the  king  and  people,  and,  by  the  advice 
of  jefuits   and  other  wicked  perfons,  having  vio- 
lated the  fundamental  laws,  and  withdrawn  him- 
felf  out  of  this   kingdom,  has   abdicated  the  go- 
vernment ;  and   that  the  throne  is  become  va* 
cant*^ 

Thefe  refolutions  of  the  commons  were  carried 
by  Mr.  Hampden  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  who  im* 
mediately  refolved  themfelves  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  na* 
tioil. 
Pcbatcsin      The  earlof  Nottingham,  who  opened  the  qucf- 
thc  houfe  tion,  admitted,  for  fake  of  argument,  the  fuppO" 
of  lords    fition,  that  the  throne  was  vacant,  that  he  might 
iDcfeidinc  i^iHiediately  bring  under  difcuflion  the  meafures 
the  nation,  proper  to  be  taken,  for  accomplifbing  the  fettle- 
mentof  tie  nation^**.     The  very  idea  of  heredi- 
tary monarchy,  fuch  as  that  of  England,  implied 
the  indefeafible  fucceflion  of  the  next  heir,  upon 
the  event  of  a  vacancy.    By  the  eftablifhed  princi- 
ples of  theconftitution^  this  was  a  point  fixed,  and 

which  exified  in  England  at  this  time.  **  Si  rex  ant  altut  qu'u, 
**  imter'rum  abdicanj'U  aui  maniffjle  hahet  pro  dereftBo^  in  eum,  pofl 
**  iatempui^  omnia  licent  qu4i  in  privatam^  t^c.  i^c*'*  Grocius 
de  Jure  Belli  ei  Pacis  ;  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  fee.  9.  p.  150.  See  alfo 
lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  fee.  26. 

*•  Joutn.  Commons,  zSih  January. 

5®  Lords  Debates,  vol.  i,  p,  339.     Burnet,  1689. 
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unalterable,  and  could  not  be   fubmitted  to  the  CHAP, 
opinion  of  the  convention.     If  this  queftion  WJ^  w^,^!^^ 
even  under  their  decifion,  they  would  be  but  little    |5g^ 
friendly  to  their  country,  who  could  wifh  to  alter 
the  eftabliflied  law,  and  to  introduce  dilatory  forms, 
and  difputable  qualifications,  in  fupplying  the  pre« 
fent  vacancy  of  the  throne.     It  was  eafy  to  forefee, 
that  a  departure  from  the  lineal  fucceffion  would 
prove  a  permanent  fource  of  intrigue  and  civil  com- 
motion.     If  but  a  (ingle  precedent  for  elefling  a 
king  of  England  was  eftablifhed,  however  peculiar 
and  urgent  the  occafion,  it  would  for  ever  deftroy     ^ 
the    energy   and  (lability  of  the  monarchy,  and 
tranfmit  the  feeds  of  civil  war  to  remote  generati-        ; 
ons,  who,  without  feeling  the  grievances  of  which 
their  fathers  complained,  would  imitate  the  exam- 
ple,   and  follow  the  innovation,  which   they  had 
introduced  :  it  would  keep  alive  diftrufl  and  jea- 
loufy  between  the  king  and  his   fubjeAs.     The 
former  would  con(id£r  himfelf,  as  but  little  inte- 
refted  in  that  national  glory,  which  was  not  to  rer 
dound  to  the  honour  of  his  pofterity.     The  fingle 
obje£l  of  his  policy  and  influence  would  be,  to  fe- 
cure  to  himfelf,  and  bequeath,  to  his  heirs,  the 
aggrandifement  he  had  obtained;  while,  on, the 
other  hand,  fubjec^s,  confcious  of  a  power  to  over- 
turn or  transfer  the  throne,  would  be  impatient  to 
find  an  opportunity  or  pretext  for  exercifihg  it. 
They  would  be  ready  to  put  the  har(hefl  confl ruc- 
tion upon  the  condud  of  their  fovereign, .  and  to 
torment  themfelves  with    imaginary  grievances. 
The  fafeft  and  mod  obvious  remedy,  in  the  prefcnt 
crifis,  was,  what  the  law  had  provided,  in  cafes 
fimilar  to  it,  fuch  ^s  the  nonage  or  the  infanity  of 
the  royal  heir,  by  appointing  a  regent  to  adminif- 
ter  the  government,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
perfon,  in  whom  the  rightful  authority  was  inhe- 
rent. 
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CHAP. rent.     A  regency,  therefore,  was  propofed,  on 

^f^_     account  of  its  analogy  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  confii- 

^^gT]    tution,  as  preferable  to  any  other  plan  of  fettling 

the  government,  and  faving  the  hberties  of  Eng' 

land^'. 

It  was  anfwered  by  the  lords,  who  were  In  the 
interell  of  the  whigs,  that  the  fitaation   of  the 
kingdom  was  entirely  different  from  that,  which 
was  legally  provided  for,  by  the  temporary  fubfti- 
tution  of  a  regent  •,  nor  was  it  fair  to  fufpeft,  that 
a  remedy  adapted  to  extraordinary  circumftances, 
'     would,  in  future,  give   any  fanftion  to  a  wanton, 
and  unneceflary   deviation,  from  the  eftablifhed 
fojms  of  the  conditution.     The  power  of  a  regent 
was  fubfidiary  to  that  of  the  prince,  not  exclufive 
of  it :  the  authority  of  the  former  was  fubttituted  in 
the  room  of  the  latter,  becaufe  there  was  a  natural 
impoffibility^  that  a  prince,  who  was  an  infant,  or 
infane,  orabfent,  could  exprefs  his  commands,  or 
enforce  obedience  to  them.    Jn  the  prefent  cafe  it 
was  evident,  that  the  authority  of  a  regent  mud 
operate,  to  the   detriment  and  fubverfion  of  the 
authority  upon  which  it  was  grafted.     It  hung  out 
a  fignal  to   the   fadious  and  difcontented,  who 
would  never  want  an  opportunity  for  embroiling 
the  nation,  and  exercifmg  their  mifchievous  paiB- 
ons;  under  the  cover  of  zeal  for  the  conftitution. 
Some  would  court   the  favour  of  the  prince,  and 
others  that  of  the  regent.     Thofe,  who  could  not 
find  preferments  under  the  patronage  of  the  regent, 
would  embrace  more  promifing  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
by  exerting  their   utmoft  efforts,  to  fupprefs  the 
delegated  and  fiftitious,  and  to  reilore  the  original^ 
and  lupreme  authority  of  the  State.     The  dangers, 
apprehended  from  the  example  of  eledling  a  mo- 
narch, were  not  likely  to  arife,  from  the  propofed 

"  Burnet. 
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expedient  of  eleaing  a  regetii-     What  diflPereneeCH  AP. 
could  it  make  to  the  nation,  which  of  thefe  precc-  ^^^^ 
dents  was  preferred  hereafter )  whether  fafbious    ,59a. 
and  dircontentednyen,  without  any  fufficient  grodnd 
for  juftifying  fo  violent  a  meafufe,  fhould  depofe 
the  prince^  by  (etting  up  another   princis  in  his 
place,  to  deprive  him  of  adual  authority,  by  fub- 
lUtnting  a  regent  ?  B6th  precedetits  were  equally 
liable  to  imitation,  and  would  be  equally  produc- 
tive of  violent  efiPeds  in  the  nation.     But,  with 
refped  to  the  fituation  of  fubjeOis,  who  obeyed  a 
king  in  poffeflion,  or  obeyed  a  regent,  obtruded 
upon  the  rightful  fovereign,  the  cafe  was  n^t  alike 
dangerous%    By  the  ftatute  of  Henry   VII.,  the 
fubjeA^,  who  had  fubmitted  to  a  king  in  poflfedion, 
were  fcreefted  from  the  penalties  of  the  law,  and 
the  refentment  of  a  rival  who  might  finally  prove 
fuccefsfiil.     But,  for  thofe,  who  yielded  to  the  ufut- 
pation  of  a  regent,  the  law  had  provided  no  refe^- 
vation  of  mercy.     If  a  regent,  fet  up  againft   the 
will  and  apptobaiion  of  the  prince,  ihould  be  dif- 
placed  by  the  re^eftablifliment  of  the  royal  autho- 
rity^ all  who  had  fupported  him,  and  held  com- 
miflions  under  him,  would  be  expofcd  to  the  charge 
of  high  treaibtik,  and  the  uncontrolled  ven^^aftce 
of  tbe  power  they  had  diflionoured.     This  diflinc- 
tion^  adopted  by  the  law  of  England,  was  rooted 
in  the  cbvicyus  principles  of  reaibn   and  equity. 
The  poffdGon  of  the  crown,  involving  all  the  fa- 
culties oiF  ^Kecutive  authori-ty.  Was  quite  an  over- 
match for  every  mean  of  refiftance,  which  private 
members  of  the  flate  could  employ ;  while,  at  the 
fametitlies  the  arguments,  produced  infupportof 
the  claim   of  contending  rivals   for   the  thione, 
•were  ofrt>n  too  complicated  for  the  coniprehenfion 
of  men  of  ordinary  underftanding,  who  were  ac- 
tuated by  ihe-htioft  upright  intentions.     But,  the 

very  * 
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CHAP,  very  title  of  a  regent,  though  he  had  obtained  the 
>  2jl^^  command  of  the  revenue  of  the  ftate,  and  thefer- 
1689.  ^*^^^  ^^  ^^^  fubordioate  officers,  ftill  referred  to  an 
authority  original,  and  paramount  to  itfelf.  It 
fuppofed,  that  there  exifted,  fomewhere,  a  power, 
which  had  a  prior  claim  to  the  allegiance  of  the 
people.  To  obey  a  regent,  ading  in  oppofition 
to  his  conftituent,  was  fuch  a  palpable  violation  of 
duty,  fuch  a  wilful  contempt  of  fupreme  authority, 
that  the  legiflature  never  could  imagine  any  cir- 
cumftance  of  exculpation  or  apology,  for  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  imputed^  *. 

As  this  view  of  the  queilion  was  fupported  by 
ftrength  of  argument,  fo  it  was  aifo  accommodated 
to  the  prejudices  and  interefts  of  men,  who  ufual^y 
differed  upon  politicalfubjeds.  The  moderate  tones, 
who  were  defirous  tp  raife  the  princefs  of  Orange  to 
.   the  throne  of  her  father,  were,  upon  this  occafion, 
Refoluti-  reinforced  by  the  whole  body  of  the  whigs,  who 
ons  and    deftined  the  fame  dignity  for  her  confort  the  prince 
▼otc        of  Orange,  and  both  joined  in  the  vote  to  prefer  a 
aoth  Jan   ^^^  ^^  ^  regent.     This  refolution  was  carried  by  a 
*  majority  of  two  votes,  fifty-one  to  forty-nine. 
So  far  as  the  lords  had  already  proceeded  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  nation,  they  had  not  fo  much  as 
entered  upon  the  ground  which  the  commons  had 
occupied,  and  therefore  found  no  occafion  for  in- 
terfering with  their  fentiments,  or  for  expreffing 
their  diuent  from  any  part  of  the  refolutions  which 
they  had  adopted.     As  if  defirous  to  keep  aloof 
\        from  the  field  of  contention,  they  ftill  perfevcrcd, 
in  a  diftant  track  of  difcuilion,  to  infift  upon  the 
topics,  which,  though    conneded  with  the  grand 
fubjedlof  inquiry^  had  not  been  invefligatedby 
the  lower  houfe.     In  the  iffue  of  their  firft  debate, 
they  had  gained  ground  upon  the  commons,  and 
anticipated  the  remote  confequence  of  their  refo- 

5*  Burner.     Lords'  Debates,  vol.  i. 
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lutions.    The  commons  had  only  found  that  the  C  H  a  p. 
throne  was  vacant ;  the  lords  determined  to  fill  it      ^^* 
with  a  king.     By  a  retrograde   motion   upon  the  ^^^^ 
fecond  day,  they  returned  to  a  ftage  of  the  bufi-     *    ^' 
nefs,  anterior  to  that  from  which  the  commons  had 
fet  out,  and  largely  infifted  upon  the  principles 
which  they  had  taken  for  granted,  in  order  to  haf- 
ten' to  the  conclufion,  that  the  king  had  abdicated 
the  throne. 

The  celebrated  queftionof  the  original  contraft.  The  qucf- 
now  exercifed  the  ingenuity  and  the  eloquence  of  "on  con- 
the  mod  accomplifhed  fpeakers  in  the  upper  houfe.  <^^''»>n«. 
In  fupport  of  the  queftion,  it  was  argued,  that  all  na!con^'' 
power,  flowing  from  the  people,  mud  have  been  traa. 
originally  transferred  to  their  delegates  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  formally  ftipulated,  or,  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  cafe,  fuppofed.  '  The  oath  of  the  ^oth  Jan. 
king  of  England  at  his  coronation,  though  ex- 
prefled  in  more  general  terms  than  had  been  ufed 
in  ancient  times.  It  ill  implied  a  truft  committed, 
or  dignity  and  influence  conveyed  to  him,  for  the 
protection  and  benefit  of  his  people.     Every  oath 
of  truft,  required  of  men  before  they  entered  upon 
the  execution  of  office,  was  intended,  not  only  to 
check  that  abufeand  negligence,  which  eluded  the 
detedion  of  thofe  who  were  affefted  by  them,  but 
alfo  to  fignifjr  the  folemn  aflfent  of  the   truflee,  to 
the  conditions  under  which  his  truft  was  held ; 
that,  upon  the  notorious   violation  of  them,  he 
mijrht  be  difplaced,  and  brought  to  condign  .  u- 
nifhment.     If  ever  the  people  could  be  juftified  for 
refuming  their  power,  and  following  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  dodtrine,  it  muft  be,  after  having 
endured  the  moft  extreme  oppreflioti,  and  after 
having  tried,  in  vain,  every  other  method  of  re- 
drefs.     If  precedents  were  wanting  to  corroborate 
a  propofition  fo  deeply  founded  in  reafon  and  ne- 
ceflity, .  and  fo  eflentially  connefted  with  the  origi- 
nal 
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C  H  A  P.  nal  rights  of  mankind,  it  only  evinced  the  enor- 
^^^^^  mity  of  their  oppreffion,  which  required  bold  and 
1680  untried  means  of  deliverance.  Future  generations 
•would  revere  the  memory  of  thofe  patriots,  who 
had  exhibited  a  precedent,  fo  well  calculated  to 
adroonifli  princes,  and  to  overawe  the  firft  motions 
of  tyranny. 

The  arguments  oppofed  to  thefe,  were  com- 
pounded of  the  fiale  maxims  in  fupport  of  arbi- 
trary power,  and  hereditary,  indereafible  right, 
which,  tothedifgraceoftheage,  had  been  fpread- 
ing  amcJng  all  orders  of  men ;  that  kings  received 
their  power  from  God,  and  to  him  only  were  ac- 
countable for  the  exercife  of  it ;  that  the  corona- 
tion oath  did  notraife  the  king  to  the  throne,  but 
found  him  already  feated  upon  it ;  nor  did  the 
words  of  it  exprefs  difability  or  forfeiture,  either 
in  cafe  he  fhould  decline  to  take  the  oath,  or  vio- 
late the  obligations  exprefled  by  it.     Arguments, 
glaringly  deficient  in  folidiry,  require  every  proof 
of  fmcerity,  and  the  moll  regular  conformity  in 
praftice  by  thofe  who  urge  them,  in  order  to  gain 
patient  attention  from  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
are  addreffed.     Propofitions,  contradifted  by  the 
aftions  of  the  men  who  now  undertook  the  de- 
fence of  them,  and  who,  in  thefteps  they  had  al- 
ready taken,  had  loft  fight  of  tlieir  theories,  were 
Refoluti-   little  calculated  to  imprefs  conviftion ;  and  the  re- 
CDS  and     folution,  that  there  was  an  original  contract,  prt- 
'^^'        vailed  by  a  majority  of  feven  votes.    Fifty-three 

voted  for  it,  and  fix  againft  it'  *. 

The  com-     During  the  continuance  of  thefe  debates  in  the 

i^o?d  any  ^^^^^  ^^  lords,  the  commons,  once  and  a^in,  re- 

foriher      fumed  the  queftion  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  na* 

.  mcafures   tion.    There  were  many  who  wilhed  to  bring  their 

for  feuiing 

the  go-  3,  Rercfby.    Lords'  Debate*,  fcc. 
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debates  updn  this  fubjedl  td  fuch  conclufions,  as  C  H  A  P. 
might  contribute  to  the  extenfive  and  durable .  P^ 
amendment  of  the  conftitution.  They  were  of  153T 
opinion,  that  the  prefent  moment  afforded  an  op- 
portunity, which  the  revolution  of  ages  might  not 
recal,  for  ereding  fences  againft  future  oppreflion, 
and  fortifying  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft.  There 
'were  fome  who  propofed,  that,  as  the  commons 
had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  find  the  throne  vacant, 
fo  they  ought  to  complete  their  work,  by  naming 
the  perfon  who  was  to  fucceed  to  it^  ^.  Obvious 
confiderations  of  prudence  reftrained  the  majority 
of  members  in  the  lower  houfe  from  agreeing  to 
this  propofaL  They  were  aware  of  thofe  heats 
which  would  unavoidably  artfe  among  themfelv^es, 
upon  the  difcuflion  of  queftions  of  the  moft  deli* 
cate  nature.  They  forefaw,  that  it  would  occafion 
a  mifunderftanding  with  the  other  houfe,  which 
difcovered  no  forwardnefs  to  concur  with  the  refo* 
lutions  which  they  had  already  adopted,  and  that 
even  the  united  aut];iority,  of  both  houfes  of  con<^ 
vention,  might  be  liable  to  exception,  if  any 
chaiige  in  the  laws  or  conftitution,  however  bene** 
ficial,  was  introduced  during  the  abfence,  or  ex* 
tin£tion,  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate.  They  were 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  all  queftions  relative  to 
the  amendment  of  the  conftitution,  ought  10  be 
poftponed,  till  they  had  reftored  the  government 
to  its  entire  (late,  by  fupplying  that  branch  of  the 
legiflature  which  they  had  found  to  be  deficient. 
They  profeffed  to  believe,  that  the  declaration  of 
the  prince  of  Orange  afforded  them  fufficient  fecu- 
rity,  for  his  confenting  to  whatever  laws  might  ap. 
pear  to  be  neceffary,  after  cool  deliberation,  for 
bringing  the  conflitution  to  perfection.  One  im- 
portant vote  only,  during  this  interval,  was  paiTed 

3«  Grey's  Dcbatci. 
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CHAP,  by  the  co'mhions.  Which  could  give  no  offence,  n6r 
^.^J!^^^  be  confidered  as  any  eitception  to  the  general  tenor 
1689.  of  the  arguments  now  tnehtioned;  namely,  that 
popery  having  been  found  by  experience,  to  be 
incompatible  ^*nh  the  nature  of  the'Englifli  con- 
ftitution,  Roman  catholics  ftduld  for  ever  be  ex- 
cluded from  fucceeding  to  the  throne' '.     Upon 
the  fame  principles  of  prudence,  which  induced 
•     them  to  abftain  from  farther  simendtnents,  they 
were  anxious  not  to  excite  the  jealou^  of  the  lords, 
by  taking  the  lead  in  every  part  of  the  arduous 
bufihefs  now  depending ;    and  having   laid   the 
foundations  of  the  new  fabric  of  government,  they 
The  lords  wilhed  to  leave  to  the  other  houfe  the  nierit  of  raif- 
propofc     ing  the  fupfirftruftute. 

mems'         On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  the  committee  of 
upoDthe    the  lords  took  under  conlideration  thofe  claufes, 
refoluiions  in  the  refolutions  of  the  commons,  ^hich  laid 
^^^       them  under  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of  exprcffmg 
commons,  ^j^j^^j.  their  Agreement,  ordiflent.     Hid  king  ja- 
m6s  abdicated   the  throrte?    1/  he  had,  was  the 
throne  confequently  vacant  ?  Afterthe  full  difcuf- 
fion  of  thefe  topics  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it 
was  not  to  be  expeded  that  any  new  arguments 
could  be  brought  forward,  in   the  <foUrfe  of  the 
debates,  inthehojfe  of  lords,  thoqgh  theylafted 
for  two  days,  and  at  laft  terminated  indiefe  two 
amendments  :   firft,  that,    in  place  of  abdicating 
the  throne,  they  'ftould  fubftitute,  defcrted  the 
throne;  and,  fecondly,  that   the  claufe  that  the 
throne  had  becdme  vacant,   (houM  be  entirely 
omitted'*, 
donr^*        In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates  and  votes  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  thefe  Was  an  evident  partiality  to 
the  principles  of  the  tories,  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  viefWs  andinterefts  of  individoalsroccafi* 

"  Jounu  Commons,  29ih  January. 
.,•      ''*  Jaurn.  Lords,  3oih  January. 
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onaUy  ^beoked  the  fpirit  4nd  tendeacy  of  their  ^  HA  P. 

prinoipies,  and  formed  a  coalition  .among  men  qf  , ^^.^^ 

different  .parties.     The  tories  were  difpofed  to  pre-     162^. 
fer  a  regent  to  a  king,  and  to  admit  the  idea  of  an 
original  contract,  or  to  affent  to  any  vote,  tending 
t«)  ct;nfure  the  mal-adminiftrationof  James;  but- 
they  did  not  chufe  to  ratify  any  conclufioji,  dero- 
gatory *from  the  dignity  of  the  monarchy,  Jn  an 
abilra^  view ;  and  this  ihey  dreaded  to  he  the  con- 
fequence  of  voting  for  an  jabdication^  or  vacancy 
in  the  throne,     The  earls  of  Nottingham,  Claren- 
don, and'lord  Danby,  though  ihey  differed  in  their 
opinions  upon   fome  of  thde  qut^Hions  difculTed, 
were  equally  aftachsd    to   tory    principles.     The 
biihops,    almoft  without   exception,    adhered  to 
them.     Lord   Halifax  was   a  powerful  advocate 
for  the. principles  of  the  whigs.     Though  he  had 
early  entered  into  a  correfpoadence  with  the  prince 
of  Ocange,  yet  his  fincerity  and  fte'adinefs  were 
fufpe£ted,  becauie  he  difapproved  of  his  expedition 
iBio  England  -as  premature ;  and  after  the  arrival 
of  the  prince,  he -liad  accepted  a  commifllon  from 
James,  to  unite  them  in  a  plan  forcompofmg  the 
difcontents  of  the  nation^  ^.     As  if  it  had  been 
with  a  view  to  retrieve  bis   intereA,  or  to  ftand 
foremoft  in  favotur  with  the .  new  court,  he  now 
exerted  hi&uii|)o(t  abilities,  in  defence  of  the  votes 
of  the  commons.     He  moved  the  refolutions  of 
raifiog  the  prince  of  Orange  alone  to  the  vacai^t 
throne.     The  combination  of  various  interefts.for 
a  whUe« repelled  his   fuccefs,  and  overpowered  the 
influenceof  the  whigs.     Thebifliops,  though  they 
had  fuffered  under  the  tyraniiy  of  James,  recoiled 
from  a  conclufion,  which  impeached  their  princi- 
ples of  hereditary  right,  or  admitted  any  interrup- 
tion/of  regal  power.     The  tories  adopted  the  fame 

"  Barnct,  1689. 

T  2  fentiments. 


c*. 


t^6  THE    HISTORY    OP 

CHAP,  fentimcnts,  and  the  few  who  fecretly  retained  an 
,^^][^^;;^^^  affeftion  for  James,  or  wilhed  to  referve  any  prof- 
i68q.    P^^  ^^  fucceflion  for  his  infant  fon,  could  accom- 
plifli  their  defire,  only,  by  rejeSing  the  idea  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  throne'  •.    The  commons  refufed 
to  admit  the  s^mendments  of  the  lords:  Confe- 
rences  took  place,  which  wefe  managed  on  the 
part  of  both  houfes,  by  perfons  felefbed  for  their 
abilities  ;  but  neither  ot  them  could  be  perfuaded 
to  depart  from  their  refolutions '  ^. 
Confc-         That  the  reader  tr.ight  be  affifted  to  form  juft 
rence  be-  views   of  the  principles,  and  temper,  of  diflfereDt 
twecn  the  parties,  and  of  the  abilities  of  their  leaders,  I  have 
twohou*-  atfeiyjpted  to  exhibit  a  compendious^  view  of  the 
arguments,  which  were  employed  in  fupport  of  the 
feveral   conclufions  now  recited.     But,  with  ref- 
peft  to  the  controverfy  carried  on  ^n  the  confe- 
rences between  the  two  houfes,  this  attempt  muft 
be  vain  and  impradicable.     In  the  whole  courfe  of 
thefe  debates,  conduced  by  perfons  of  the  firft 
learning  and  abilities,  and  fpun  out  with  vexatious 
prolixity,  we  meet  with  nothing  folid  to  fix  the 
.   undefrftandiiig ;  nothing  curious  to  amufe  the  ima- 
gination ;  nothing  interefting  to  animate  affec* 
tion***.    Were  the  rufty  volumes  of  the  fchools 
to  be  ranfacked,  they  could  not  perhaps  furnifli  a 
more  copious  collection  of  verbal  quibbles,  and  of 
obfcure,  trifling,  and  incomprehenfible  diftinfti- 
ons.     The  fecret  affeftions  of  men  often  taint  the 
complexion  of  their  arguments;  and  the  forefigfat 
of  hated  conclufions  betrays  them  into  the  mod 

3«  Clarendon's  Disrryy  January,  Febmary, 
3*  Tbcfc  conferences  were  mannged  by  Mr.  Hampden,  fer- 
jeant  Hoit,  Maynard,  (ir  George  Treby,  (ir  Robert  Howard,  fir 
Richard  Temple,  Mr  Sachetere],  and  Pollexfen,  for  the  com- 
mons !  By  the  earls  of  Nottingham.  Clarendon,  Rochefter,  for 
the  lords. 
♦•»  Chandler's  Hiftory. 
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fhameful  perverfion  of  judgment.    Both  parties  C  H  A  P^ 
kept  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  confequences,  delu-  .^}^L. 
cible  from  the  principles   about  which  they  were    j^gg^ 
contending,  and  remained  immoveable,  either  by 
arguments   or  objedlions,  which  referred  to  the 
prmciples  themfelves.     The  tories  wiihed  to  reje£k 
the  dodrine  of  an  eledive   monarchy ;  and  ad- 
duced arguments,  which,  if  purfued  through  all 
their  confequences,  would  have  redounded  to  their 
own  reproach,  for  having  deviated  fo  far,  as  they 
had  already  done,  from  their  favourite  maxims. 
The  whigs  were  afraid  of  upbraiding  them  with 
the  inconfiflency  of  their  conduft,  or  expofing  the 
futility  of  their  reafonings  to  that  ridicule  which 
they  deferved,  left  they  (hould  have  awakened  ani- 
mofity,  at  a  period  which  required  the  moft  cor- 
dial unanimity.     They  found  it  fafeft  and  moft  ex- 
pedient to  encounter  them   with  their  own  wea- 
pons; and  to  endeavour  to  perplex  and  weary  them 
with  the  fophidry  and  length  of  argumentation  ^ 
trufting,  that  fome  fortunate  contingency  might  put 
a  period  to  a  ftagnation  of  bufinefs,  fo  dangerous 
in  the  prefent  crifis  of  the  nation.     Their  expefta- 
tions  were  not  difappointed ;  and   the  following 
incidents  account  for  that  fudden  change  of  fenti- 
ment,  which  took  place  in  the  upper  houfe ;  and 
how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  refolutions  of  the 
commons,  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  eleven  votes, 
and  oppofed  with  inflexible  obftinacy  in  their  con- 
ferences, were  at  laft  adopted   by  the  lords ;  and 
the  prince  of  Orange  eleded  to  fill  the  vacant 
throne*'. 

I.  The  whole  attention  of  the  people  of  London Caufet 
bad  been  engrofled  by  the  proceedings  of  the  con-  ^f^ 
vention*     They  liftened  with   applaufe  to  every  ftraineii 
motion  tending  to  the  fettlement  of  the  nation  ;  the  lords 

to  coacur 

♦*  JoQin.  Lords,  6th  February. 
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C  IT\?.  but  difcovered  impatience  and  refentment,  wfiet^ 
*^-      they  heard  of  any  objeftiori,  contri-vcd   to  embar- 
^"'T^^'  raft,  or  retard,  thkr  dcfirabie  event.     Curiofiry, 
with  the    ^otig  fufpended,  engenders  ill  humour  and  fretfuf- 
refoluiioDs  nefs;  which  naturally  diTcharge  themfelves    upon 
of  the       the  perfons,  Mrho  are  confidered  as  the  mftruments 
^^^'        of  delaying  or  difappoiming  its  gratification.     lYtc 
bold  and  direO:  rcfolutions  of  the  commonj  ;  the 
dilatory,  circuitous  plan  of  proceeding  purfued  in 
the   houfe  of  krds ;  the  amendments  they  pror 
pofcd,  and  the  obftinacy  and  wrangling  with  which 
they  adhered  to  them  ;  left  it  no  longer  doubtful 
with  the  multitude,  where  the  blame  lay,  or  whq 
the  proper  objefts   of  their  refentment  were**. 
Thefe  rifmg  difconfents   the  lords  had  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  allay,  by  affenting  to  the  vote  of  the 
ipommons,  to  exclude  papifts  from  rhe  fucceflion 
Ath   -  ^^  '^  throne,  and  by  ordering^that  theantiiTerfary 
j^^y^  thankfgiviiig,  in  commemoration  of  the  acceffion 

andtu-  of  king  James,  fliould  not  b^  obferved,  Th^ 
tnuhs  of  complaints  of  the  people,  perhaps  fecretly  che: 
the  people.  j^}gjg^  by  ti^e  Whigs,  it  ill  continued  to  increaf«  ; 
and,  after  the  ineffeftual  conferences  between  the 
two  houfed,  broke  out  into  tumultuous  and  licen- 
tioui  importunity.  Multitudes  of  the  lower  clafs 
of  the  ii^habitants  of  London  daily  aflembled  In 
the  different  avenues  to  Weftminflef,  andihfuhed 
the  tory  lords,  with  hiffes  and  reproaches,  in  their 
way  to  the  convention*'.  In  order  to  reader 
them  univerfally  odious,  and  to  frighten  them  into 
^  compliance  with  therefolutions  ot  the  commons, 
printed  lids  of  their  names  were  handed  about, 
and  they  were  threatened  with  vengeance,*  if  they 
perfifted  to  obftruft  the  defire  of  the  nation.  .  Pe- 
titions to  both  houfes,  entreiating  them  to  proceed, 

*»  Cuoningharo's  Hiftory,  vol.  J,  p*  lOi. 

♦^  Clarendun's  Diary,  February, 

without 
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without  d^lay,  to  fettle  tlje  crown  uppff  the  princq  C  HA  P. 
and  princefs  of  Orange,  were  carried  about,;  au4      ^' 
thepeiifons,  who  r^fufed  to  fubfcribe  theirf,  were  "IfiSo**^ 
treated  wit^   indignity,  and  threatened  with  vio* 
knc^*'  *•     Thefe  diforderly  proceedings  occafioned 
a  prpcbmatiop  by  the  prince,  prohibiting  the  peo* 
pie  to  dii^urb  the  deliberations  of  the  convention. 
But  tlje   del^y  of  this   prpclaiyiation,  till  the  evil 
\yhicb  it  >|/as  iqtendi^d  to  remedy  had  advanced  too 
far,  rendered  it  but  little  e^edual  to  compofe  the 
tumuiu  of  the  p?opl?,  wdk  to  iqijure  the  lafety  of 
ih.Df/f,  yfhp  favoured  thg  r.^folmious  of  the  lords, 

a.  TbiC  bebaviQur,  aud  tb.^  e^^plicit  djec^rations,  P^^Jaj;*'; 
of  the  prince,  and  princefs  of  Orange,  deflroyed  p^oc^  ^f* 
every  hppte  of  fijiccejfe  hitherto  entertained.  \fy  ^le  Orange, 
p^s,  \y^o  had  remonftrated  a^ainfl;  the  vo^e  of 
the  cpm^npns.  The  majority  of  the  houfe  ojf  Iprds, 
tender  of  the  rights  of  the  princels^  bad  adopted 
tljie  r^jplytipri  of  dem^n^ing  ^n  ujnrererved  com- 
munication of  the  fentiments  pf  h^r  butt)a,nd,  re- 
fpefting  the  fettkment  of  the  nation.  To  Ipr^s 
Ualifa,3C,  Ba^jby,  SbreyKfbury,  Nottingham,  dijf- 
tin^uiihed  l)y  their  influence  in  the  upper  houie, 
the  prince  opened  \kh  views  and  intentions,  and 
declared,  ^at  h^  >yould  neit;her  accept  the  office 
of  regent,  npr  hpld  the  roy^l  power,  in  par^per- 
(hip  with  bip  confort,  tior  ip  dependanc^  uppn 
her  *  * ,  Though  he  profeflfed  indifference  witfi  r^f- 
ped  tp  X\k^  iffye  of  their  refolutions,  and  iqt^tpated 
his  purpofip  of  returning  to  Holland,  yet  sis  there 
rems^ined  pn)y  ope  expedient  for  fettling  the  go- 
vernment, at  wbiph  he  had  not  difaproved,  U  was 
not  di%uU  tp  explore  the  f^cret  v^l^es  qf  ]^is 
heart.  '  . 

AfJeclar^tipA  of  tbeprinc^ls  of  Qrapge  concur-  Of  the 
red,  at  tb>  farap  time,  to  difco^rage  the  jseal,  apd  princefs  of 

-    •'  . ,   I  .     .     .    w     . .       ,  .    ^  Orange 

♦♦  State  Trails,  T.  W.  ift,  105. 
♦5  Burnet,  1689, 
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CHAP  difappoint  the  projefts  of  thofe  who  had  inlifted 
^^^P^;^^^  tbemfelves  as  her  partifans,  and  who  intended   to 
i68q,     raife  her  to  the  fupreme  authority,  in  preference 
to  her  hufband.     Lord  Danby,  who  had  been  in- 
ftrumental   in   promoting  her  marriage  with  the 
prince,  was  naturally  confidered  as   the  bead  of 
this  party,  and  had  lately  intimated  its  favourable 
intentions,  by  a  fpecial  meffenger  fent  to  the  prin- 
cefs  in  Holland.     iShe  replied  in  the  language  of 
rebuke,  "  that  fhe  was  offended  by  the  offer  of  any 
*'  dignity  to  herfelf,  contrived  to  feparate  her  from 
^  the  intereft  of  her  hufband;  and  that  flie  never 
*'  would  deviate  from  that  refpeft  and  deference 
**  which  (he  owed  him  as  a  wife."    As  a  tcft  of 
her  fmcerity,  and  a  barrier  to  all  future  exertions 
in  her  intereft,  flie  tranfmitted  lord  Danby's  letter 
to  the  prince,  together  with  the  anfwer  (he  had 
returned  to  it* *• 
Of  the  3.  The  declaration  of  the  princefs  Anne,  ex- 

prioccfs    pxeflinff  her  approbation  of  the  fettlement  of  the 
Anne.       *^         °         T         •  u       ^l         •       r     r 

crown  upon  the  prmce  as  well  as  the  prmcefs  of 

Orange,  removed  thofe  objefbions,  which,  at- 
tachment to  her  perfon,  as  well  as  a  ftrid  regard 
to  juftice,  oppofed  to  the  votes  of  the  commons, 
and  the  general  inclinations  of  the  whigs.  llie 
transfer  of  the  crown  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
hot  only  during  the  life  of  his  confort,  but  during 
his  own  life,  appeared  to  be  an  infradion  of  the 
order  of  fucceffion  which  neceffity  did  not  require, 
and  an  invafion  of  the  right  of  the  princefs  Anne, 
which  nothing  but  her  confent  could  juflify. 
Convinced  of  her  right  to  the  crown,  in  prefe- 
rence to  that  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  pf  the  precedency  of  her  brother's 
claim  to  hers,  the  princefs  remained  forfome  time 
perplexed  and  irrefolute.    Though,  by  deferting 

♦•  Clarendon.    Baraet* 
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her  father,  flie  had  given  the  moft  fignificant  tefti*  CHAP, 
mony  of  her  approving  of  the  expedition  of  the .  J^^l^^ 
prince  of  Orange,  yet,  in  confidence  to  her  friends,    ^^g^^ 
(he  exprefled  an  abhorience  of  any  meafure  inju* 
rious   to   the  right  and  dignity   of  the  former. 
Prince  George,    her  huiband,    was  neverthelels 
admitted  into  the  private  confultations  of  the  prince, 
and  was  believed  to  concur  in  every  meafure  fa* 
vourable  to  his  views  of  independent  royalty*  Lord 
Clarendon,  daggered  by  thefe  apparent  inconfift- 
encies,  and   zealous  for   maintaining  the  regular 
fucceifion,  waited  upon  the  princeis  Anne,  and 
availing   himfeif  of  the  privilege  of  a  relation, 
demanded  an  explicit  communication  of  her  opi- 
nion and  inclinations  with  refped  to  the  fettlemenc 
of  the  crown.     She  anfwered  with  franknefs,  and 
to  bis  entire  fatisfadion,  that  (he  would  take  no 
part  in  any  meafure  hurtful  to  her  father's  rights ; 
and  affirmed,  that  all  reports  to  the  contrary  were 
falfe  and  abominable.    This  declaration  (he  con* 
firmed  by  a  note  written  with  her  own  hand, 
which  (he  allowed  lord  Clarendon  to  keep  in  his 
poffe(Eon*'.    Though  the  right  of  the  princefs 
was  prior  to  that  of  William,  yet  it  was  only  in 
confequence  of  his  fucceffion,  and  by  a  concurrence 
with  his  plans,  that  ihe  could  indulge  the  hope  of 
lever  fitting  upon  the  throne  of  England^  while  the 
rank  of  next  heir  to  the  crown,  and  the  promife  of 
a  liberal  penfion  from  the  prince,  prefented  to  her 
alluring  temptations  of  emolument  and  grandeur^ ". 
The  influence  of  thefe  prqfpeds  was  feconded  by 
the  pref&ng  advice  of  lady  Churchill,  who  had 
acquired  a  powerful  fway  over  the  mind  of  her 
miftref3,  and  with  her  elevation  began  to  forecaft 
thofe  projedls  of  honour  and  profit  to  her  own  fa- 

♦'  ClareadoD's  Diary>  i7ih  and  ajih  January,  5th  February, 
Mdiith  March. 
**  SuckiDgham* 

mily. 
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CHAP,  mily^  wbdch  flie  afterwards  bad  the  good  fortime  to 

^^^_  realize  ^^    The  princefs,  however;  ilill  wfli^d  to 

1689.    tBaiiuain.th£exteroai  appearance  of  decQrua)«  and 

act  to  offend  her  perfonal  friends  weddi^d  to  the 

order  of  fucceffioa,  by  aay  public  approbation  of 

themeafuresofthe  whig$;  but,  when,  the  llrcngtii 

of  that  party  appealed  inadequate  to  eftabljfl)  the 

'        fucceffioa  of  the  priace  of  Uirange,  the  baA&  of  her 

fondeH  profpe^s,  (he  was  conttrained  to  drop  the 

mafk,  and  tofacrifice  reputation  for  iategdty  and 

filial  a&(9;ion,  at  the  flirine  of  ainbiti^^. 

^^^°^      This  was  the  fi^jnal  of  aAatm  to  thof(?  who  had 

^^*       hitherto  ftruggled  against  the  advao/cement  oJF  the 

prince  of  Orange.     When  the  current  fet  in  for 

Jus  inteffifty  fome  were  afraid  of  bj^ing  Wft  behind 

in  the  competition  for  his  favour,  and  focne  wi(hed, 

by  the  fervour  of  their  «eal,  to  atone  for  paft  de- 

ni/erit.    Upon  the  fixth  of  February,  when  the 

Seat  queftion  was  decided,  lords  Cbdierfield, 
ollaAd,  Weymouth,  Ferrers,  Godolphin,  the 
bifiiop  of  Oxford,  who  had  vo.ted  fox  the  regency, 
abfented  themfelves  from  the  houfe.  Others, 
whohpd  formerly  difcontinued  their  attendance 
upon  the  pretext  of  delicacy,  b^aufe  ibey  ow^d 
l^eat  perfon^l  obiigations  to  king  James,  now 
can^e  forward,  and  gave  their  voice  in  concurrence 
with  the  refolutions  of  the  con^tnons.  In  this 
'  clafs  were  lords  Churchiil,  Lincoln,  Mulgrave, 
Carlifle,  and  Lexington'  ""•  Crewt  bi&qp pf  Dulr- 
ham,  who  had  deeply  participated  of  the  gnijt  of 
king  James,  by  the  adive  p^rt  he  h^d  tak^n  in  the 
ftcclefiaftical  commiffion  of  which  he  was  a  mem« 
ber,  nowpuFchafed  his  pardon  {and  the  confirina- 
lion  of  his  dignity,  by  bis  fervices  to  the  prince  of 

^'  CoDduft  of  the  dutchefs  of  Marlborough.    Lidkird*s  Life 
of  Marlkoroqgh,  vol.  i.  p.  49. 
*«  Life  of  WilJiam,'  vol.  1. 

Orange. 
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Orange'  %    The  queftion  to  concur  with  the  cam-  CHAP; 
mon$9  iii  finding  the  abdication   and  vacancy  of  _J^^^!i..^ 
the    throne,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fifteen    ,53^ 
votes.     The  lords,  though  they  had  long  retarded  The  lords 
the  fettlement  of  the  nation^  sifterwards  exceeded  concur 
the  zeal  of  the  commons,  by  putting  the  finifting  ^^^^^^^ 
hand  to  this  work  j  and  having  firft  agreed  to  their  ^^  com- 
vote,  that  the  throne  was  vacant,  they  next  came  mons ; 
to  the  retolution,  that  it  ftould  be  filled  with  the«^^^"^« 
prince  and  prin^efs  of  Orange  5  and  that  the  full,  „l^^,"\va- 
regal  power  fbould  be  vefted  in  the  prince  alone ;  r,am  and 
and  '  finally,  that,  after   their   deceafe,  it  ihould  and  Mary, 
defceud  to  the  princefs  Anne'*.     This  important 
refoiution  was  voted  by  a  majority  of  twenty. 

Thus  the  caufe  of  the  whigs  furmounted  an  ob- 
ftinate  and  tedious  oppofition,  and  the  prince  of 
Orange  was  advanced  to  the  throne,  without  being 
fubjedted  to  any  limitations  of  authority,  moFe 
than  what  wete  underflood  to  be  already  inherent 
in  the  laws  and  confliitution  of  England.  Upon  Bill  of 
this  idea  was  formed  that  celebrated  inftrument,  ngbis. 
called  the  bill  of  rights,  aod  prefented  to  the 
prince  and  princefs  oT  Orange,  together  with  the 
crown,  and  accepted  by  them,  as  the  condition 
of  obtaining  and  holding  it^ 

Thelaftaftof  the  convention  was  an  alteration  AUefatlo^ 
of  the  oaths  to  government.  Ihe  toriej,  though  ^^^{^^^ 
they  had  ftruggled  for  a  regency,  and  endeavoured 
to  obftruft  a  departure  from  the  line  of  Tucceffion, 
were  by  no  means  willing  to  be  excluded  from 
truft  and  employment  under  the  new  government. 
Nor  would  it  have  been  wife  in  the  new  king,  to 
have  ftigmatized  a  body  of  men  pre  eminent  in 

f Patrimonial  diignity  and  influence.     If  was  there- 
ore  referred  to  the  leaders  of  that  party  in  the 

**  Barnet.  1689. 

'*  Jeuro.  Lords,  6th  February. 

hpufe 
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^  ^v  ^*  houfe  of  lords,  to  contrive  fuch  a  form  of  the  oath 
(^^^^^^  of  allegiance,  as  might  fe.cure  their  attachment 
i$8j,     and  fervices  to  the  new  government,  while  it  did 
not  offend  their  conTcience,  or  violate  their  ho- 
nour' '.     They  fcrupled  to  acknowledge  Wilii  m 
as  their  rightful  and   lawful   fovereign,  but  they 
were  ready  to  fwear  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the 
king  in  pofleilion.     By  this  accommodation,  the 
fcruples  of  the  tories  were  removed,  and  the  earl 
of  Nottingham  boafted  in  the  name  of  his  party, 
that  though  they  would  not  make  a  king,  yet  they 
would  terve  him  as  faithfully  as  thofe  who  had 
made  him, 
tffcai  of     Whether  the  revolution  changed  the  conftitu- 
*^J^^^  tion  of  the  Englifli  government,  and  in  what  dc- 
vithrcf.    P^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^9  arequeftions  which  have  given 
pea  to  the  occafion  to  great  wrangling  and  diverfity  of  opi- 
conftitu-    nion,  among  political  authors.    It  is  probable, 
^®°'         that  difputants  would  be  more  nearly  reconciled, 
and  in  part  brought  to  agreement,  if  they  were  to 
feparate,  or  divide  this  queftion* 

1.  It  may  be  afked,  what  the  convention,  which 
eftablifhed  the  revolution,  thought,  with  refped 
to  thisfubjed?  What  they  meant  andprofefied  to 
do  ?  They  have  anfwered  thefe  queftions,  in  the 
language  of  the  bill  of  rights.  In  the  preamble  to 
the  bill  it  is  aflferted,  that  James,  by  the  afliftance 
of  evil  counfellors,  had  endeavoured  to  fubvert  the 
laws  and  liberty  of  the  kingdom.  After  enuine* 
rating  many  examples  of  this,  they  introduce  the 
bill  of  rights,  with  an  e^cprefs  declaration,  that 
thepurpofe  of  it  was  to  vindicate  and  aflert  their 
ancient  rights  and  liberties.  And  having  recited 
thefe,  they  conclude  in  the  following  words :  ••  that 
^^  theydoclaim^  demand,  and  infill,  iiponalland 

52  Ibid.  1 2th  Fclruary. 

^      ^*  Angular 
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**  fingular  the  premifes,  as  their  undoubted  rightsCH  AP* 
«  and  liberties.*'  '     w-iw 

So  far  then,  as  the  authority  of  the  convention    ^gg^. 
is  admitted  to  explain  its  own  defign,  there  is  no 
ambiguity   or  room  for  difpute.     The  profeffed 
objed  of  the  revolution  was,  to  maintain  the  go- 
vernment as  it  exifted,  to  preferve  the  ancient ^  well 
knownj    and  undoubted  frivilegeSj  of  the   people. 
By  the  aflumption  of  this  language,  they  aded 
with  the  moil  cautious  prudence,  and  agreeable  to 
the  diftates  of  the  wifeft  policy.     If  the  conftitu^ 
tion  had  been  once  thrown  loofe,  it  is  impoiiible 
to  fay,  how  difficult  it  might  b^ve  been  to  have 
fixed  it  again :  If  innovations  had  been  avowedly 
introduced,  how  much  they  might  have  been  mul- 
tiplied, or  where  they  might  have  ended.     The 
very  ground  of  theii  refiftance  to  king  James,  was 
his  having  attempted  to  introduce  innovations  into 
the  conftitution ;  and  having  prevailed  againd  him, 
they  afted  with  uniformity  and  confiftency,  in  pro- 
feifing  to  heal  the  breaches  that  had  been  made 
upon  it,  and  to  reftore  it  to  its  primitive  and  ge* 
nuine  purity.     In  this  view  of  the  fubjed  all  muft 
agree,  that  the  convention,  in  expreffions  plain, 
pofitive,  and  incontrovertible,  declare  againft  in- 
novating upon  the  conftitution,  or  changing  it. 

If  the  queftion  be  put  in  another  form,  and  re- 
ftrided  to  the  real  matter. of  fa£t ;  if  it  be  aflced, 
whether  the  conftitution  was  adually  changed  by 
the  revolution  ?  a  wider  field  of  controverfy  ex- 
pands to  our  view,  and  a  greater  latitude  of  fenti- 
ment  muft  neceflarily  take  place.  My  opinion 
upon  this  ftate  of  the  controverfy  will  occur,  with 
greater  propriety,  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this 
work'  ^.  I  fhall  only  in  this  place  fo  far  anticipate 
the  fentiments  there  expreffed,  as  to  obferve,  that 

*♦  Sec  Chapter  xxi. 

there 
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•CHAP,  there  k  ndt  any  jpenfoq,  the  mod  tenacious  of  the 
^^J[^;^^  doftrine  of  the  antiquity  of  our  coaAitulion,  who 
i6Sa  '^^^^  ^^  incliued  to  deny,  that^whatever  6he  rules  of 
government  ms^y  have  formerly  been,  7et  the  max* 
'ims^  and  hstbits,  .and  temper^  of  thofe  who  go^ 
v^n,  hate  been  greatly  reformed  :by  the  :revolu- 
tion* 

•Another  queftion  naturally  occurs,;  namely, 
•how  far  was  thi6>meafure,  or  the  revolution  itlelf, 
/conformed  to  the  genius  of  the  conftitutioo,  or 
the eftablilhed  laws  of  England?  Though  it  may 
be  deemed  a  kind  of  fupererogation  in  argument, 
'to  fay  any  thingvip  defence  of  ameafure  u^gedby 
nec^ty,  and  by  every  motive  of  reafon  and  feel- 
ing, ,yet  it  may.be  latisfaftory  tofome,  to  obierve, 
that,  by  the  revolution,  the  laws  and  eonftitution 
of  England  were  not  violated  at  all,  or,  at  leaft, 
in  that  degree,  which  is  taken  for  granted  by 
many,  who  are  by  no  means  tobeconfidered  as 
enemies  to  the  revolution  itfelf.  From  theiperiod 
of  the  reformation  in  England,  the  civil  govern- 
ment and  the  proteftant  religion  were  interwoven, 
and  reciprocally  pledged  for  the  prefervation  of 
each  other.  Next  to  its  ownfafety,  it  became  the 
objed  of  the  (late  to  eheriAi  and- defend  the  protef- 
tant  religion.  Hence^  by  the  purport  of  number* 
lefs  Aatutes,  any  (bare  or  participation  of  govern* 
mentwas  irreconcilable  ^th  the  profeifion  of  the 
Roman  catholic  religion,  and  confidered  tn  the 
iarae  light  as  treafon  againft  the  (late.  Is  it  con- 
fiftent  with  the  authority  of  thefe  ftatutes  to  ioia* 
gine,  that  a  diCqualification,  fpecified  and  fixed 
with  refpeft  to  every  inferior  office  of  magtftracy, 
ftould  be  tolerated. in  the  fupreme  m^Hlrate? 
Nay,  would  not  this  have  fruftrated  the  purpofe 
and  tendency  of  all  the  laws  devifed  for  excluding 
Roman  catholics  from  any  (hare  of  government  r 
For,  what  was  the  purpofe  of  thefe  laws,  but  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  revival  of  a  reprobated  religtof^^  which  CHAP, 
was -moft  likely  to  happen,  if  it  was  pr^^eiTed  by  ^  ]^ 
thofeperfons  whofe  infiuence  and  example  muill   ^."^ 
be  ftrenjfthencd,  by  the  authority  and  paftronage 
of  office  ?  But  for  what  purp6fe^)ind  the  weak,  and 
leave   the  ftrddg  man  loofis,  uncontrolled,  and 
unawcd  ?  Did  hot  the  ptincCj  in  proportion  as  he 
was  exalted  above  all  inferior  officers  -and  magif- 
trates,    enjoy  a  mbre  extdnfive  and  irrefift&le 
powerof  coritaminating;  and  firf>verting that  reli- 
gion, which  "Was   incorporated  with  the  govern- 
ment itfelf?  If  the  legiflature  tt^as  filent  upon  tnia 
fubjeft,  was  it  not  mbre  rational,  to  impute  this 
fzlenee  to  a  delicacy,  which  abftained  even  from 
imagining  fuch'inconfiilency  and  enormity  in  the 
character  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  tlKin  to  fqp- 
pofethatit  (houidbe  fomuch  at  variance  with  it- 
felf, as,  b^  one  ftroke,  to  counteraft  theefleflsof 
all  its  hbours  and  precautions,  while  it  permitted 
him  toprofefs  a  religion  incompatible  with  the 
conftitution*  and  government  of  the  country  ?  ^uch 
fcem  to  havie   bden  the  views  of  the  conventions 
when  it  found  tbat  it  was  Hot  confiftent  with  the 
conftitutioti  to  be  governed  by  a  popifli  prince. 
This  waa  no  hiore  than  the  declaration  of  a  fa^ 
already 'notorious,  rooted  in  the  principles  of  the 
conilitntion,  and  fortified  by  innumerable  ftatutes 
and  precedents. 

If  this  ftrain  of  reafoning  be  admitted  as  juft  and 
folid,  it  evidently  follows,  that  the  throne,  upon 
theconverfion  of  James  to  the  Roman  catholic  re- 
iigion,  became  open  to  the  next  proteftant  heir. 
It  devolved,  without  any  interpofition  of  the  legif- 
lature, and  of  right,  upon  the  princefs  of  Orange, 
[f  Ihe  had  been  willing  to  accept  it,  according  to 
the  AviOt  principles  of  hereditary  monarchy,  the 
::onvention  would  have  nothing  to  do,  and  their 
difpofal  of  it  againft  her  inclinations  would  have 

been 
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C  HA  F. been  a  breach  of  order,  and  an  infringement  of 
^^  the  conftitution.  But  the  princefs  of  Orange  cx- 
1680  P^^^sly  declined  the  fucceffion;  the  princefs  Anne, 
next  in  the  hereditary  line,  alfo  declined  it.  Both 
of  them  exprefled  their  confent  to  devolve  their 
right  upon  the  prince  of  Orange.  1  he  convention 
did  no  more  than  confirm  this  transfer  in  name  of 
their  condituents. 

It  may  be  afferted,  that,  in  drift  conformity  to 
thefe  maxims  of  the  conftitution,  the  infant  prince 
ought  to  have  been  named  firft  to  fill  the  vacant 
throne.     I  do  not  objeft  to  this  upon  the  fuppofi* 
titious  birth  of  the  prince,  becaufe  I  do  not  think 
that  the  objedion  is  fupported  by  evidence;  ^t  I 
object  to  it  upon  the  fcore  of  impof&bility  :  1  fay 
impofTibility,  holding  in  view  the  principal  objed 
of  the  meeting  of  the  convention ;  namely,  the 
prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the 
fettlement  of  the  nation.     It  was  abiolutely  impof- 
(ibie  that  thefe  ends  could  have  been  obtained^  by 
keeping  the  throne  open  for  an  infant  prince,  car- 
ried into  a  foreign  kingdom,  and  under  the  tute- 
lage of  a  father,  who  had  facrificed  all  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.     The  conven- 
tion, it  fhould  feem,''wa8  aware  of  thefe  confe- 
quehces,  and  with  great  propriety  and  wifdom  de* 
dined  to  examine  the  evidences  of  the  birth  of  the 
prince  of  Wales. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.         X. 


Obfervations  upon  the  political  Stdte  of  Scotland, — Circum* 
jlancis  favourabli  to  Liberty  in  England, — Adverfe  to  it  in, 
Scotland, — Loyalty  of  the  Scots y— precarious^  aud  little 
availing  to  the  Prince. — Attachment  of  the  Scots  to  the 
Prefhjterian  Form  of  Reiigion^^^the  caufe  of  their  Oppo^ 
fition  to  toe  Houfe  of  Siuart  -  productive  of  Events  favour^ 
able  to  the  Revolution.-^Imprudent  Government  of  James 
in  Scotland. — Progrefs  of  the  Revolution  there, — The 
Scotch  Nobility  in  London  adarefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  to 
ajfume  the  Government^  and  call  a  Convention  -^The  Pref-^ 
byterians  moji  fuccefsful  in  the  Eledions. — The  Convention 
meets. — Cautious  mcafures  of  the  Convention.— The  Duke 
of  Gordon  holds  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  for  James,— The 
Friends  of  fames-  refolve  to  call  a  Meeting  of  the  Conven'- 
tion  at  Stirling. — Dundee  flies  from  Edinburgh. — His 
Friends  defert  the  Convention. ^The  Convention  addreffes 
Wilham.'^Subjeits  of  Deliberation  in  the  Conventions^ 
Refobaions.'^Settlement  of  the  Crown  on  JVilliam  and 
Mary. 


ri*  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  James  was  CHAP, 
induced  to  quit  the  helm  of  government  in  En^*      X. 
gland  with  the  greater  precipitancy,  from  the  hope ' 
of  the  refources  of  power  which  awaited  him  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  ^nd   particularly  from  the 
entire  confidence  he  repofed  in  the  loyalty  of  the 
Scots,  and  their  readinefs  to  fupport  his  future  ef- 
forts  for  the  recovery  of  his  throne.     There  were, 
however,  various  circumftances  in  the  fituation  of 
Scotland,  and  peculiar  features  in  the  character  of 
the  people  there,  which  would  have  rendered  a 
difceroing  and  cautious  politician  diftruftful  of  any 

U  event, 
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CHAP,  event,  fufpended  upon  their  inclination!  or  fide- 
^'      lity.     A  few  previous  obfervations  on  this  fubjed, 
^'^^^^''^  it  is  hoped,  will  prove  acceptable   to  the  reader,   1 
becaufe,  while  they  explain  the  caiifes  of  the  unex- 
pe£ted  facility  and  expedition  with  which  Scotland 
concurred   in  the  mpifures   already  recited,  they 
ferve  at  the  fame   time  to  exhibit  a  true  and  in- 
jdrufitve  defcription  of  the  political  ftate  of  that 
kingdom. 
Obfervati-     If  wc  compare  the  laws  and  eonftitution  of  Scot- 
ons  upon  jj^^j  previous  to  the  union  of  the  trowns^  with 
calftWt*><^''«  of  England  at  the  fame  period,  it  will  be 
Scotland,  found,  that,  though  in  many  inllances  a  preference 
Circum-    niay  be  due  to  the  lattef,  yet  the  fundamental  prin- 
^*^^"  ^^'  ciples  of  the  former  are  not  lefs  favourable  to  the 
libmy ir  i^tereft  of  the  fubjed' .    Eut  there  prevailed  not, 

EngUnd.  amofig 

'  The  States  of  Stotlartd  were  lOtitled  to  chiro  the  fMomo 
{ntrogativet,  ujxjn  the  authority  btth  of  fhAtes  taad  precedenh : 
I.  Apottfertorefiilthefovereign,  if  he  Invaded  the conftitittioc. 
See  Sututcs»  pi&rL  6tli,  James  II    ch.  xxt.  m  the  bkck  a^ 
printed  by  Lekprivick.     2.  1'be  king  anciently  bad  oo  oegton 
voice  in  parliament,  while  the  ftatutei  often  ^eftraiocd  him  a 
matters  of  goyernment.     3.  The  Scotch  parliament,  often  ap- 
pointed the  times  of  rheir  meeting  and  adjournment,  artd  coo- 
mittees  to  fuperintend  the  adminidration,  during  the  intervals  ol* 
their  meeting.     4.  The  king  could  not  make  peace  or  war  with* 
out  their  eon  Cent :  The  people  were  kfititd  by  their  amborny : 
Contmandt:rs,  and  even  the  guttrds  who  attended  the-  perfdn  et 
the  king,  were  fometimcs   appointed  by  them :  They  not  od) 
raifed  money,  but  in  fomtrinilknces  appropriated  it:  They  ordered 
the  coining  of  rrtoney,  and  regulated  the  f^andard  of  It,  .  5,  Tit 
iords  of  p*tliumcnt'f<?trled  all  the  fees  of  theoffieett  of  jti^e, 
:»{id  of  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  tven  of  the  oftcers  of  the 
king's  houfe.     Faitlty  judges  were  not  to  be  reftoned  without  cofi' 
lent  of  parliament.     8ce  Ancient  Rights  and  Power  of  the  P^< 
I'smcnt  of  Scotiond,  printed  1703.     It  is  n6t  affirmed  that  ihcfi 
powers  were  legularly  cxercifed  by  theStateftv  Or  that  they  ww 
ndmiucd  by  the  kings  of  Scotland  ;  but  that  examplct  jiod  tb 
tures  to  this  purnnfe  are  found  in  the  early  part  of  the  ticotch  hx{ 
.  tory  ;  that  fometiiil-.s  thf  king  complained  that  ilicfe  Were  nfur 
parior-s  \y  the  ariftDcracy ;  and  fometimes  they  Wcic&adione^ 
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among  the  people  of  Scotland,  that  high  fimre  of  ^  ^^P- 
the  value  of  liberty,  which  rendered  the  Englilh 
fo  jeabiis  of  its  infrmgement,  and  fo  vigilant  to 
fetze  eftxj  incident  and  opportunity  which  might 
ferve  to  extend  or  feaore  it.  1  he  love  of  liberty 
is  nouriflied  by  the  civiliaation  and  habits  of  a  na« 
tion,  inore  than  by  the  genius  and  tendency  of  its 
government*  The  ideas  of  the  Engiiih,  more  lu 
beral  than  their  conflitutton,  contributed  ftill  far- 
ther to  cmbellifli  and  improve  it.  The  fentiments 
of  the  Scots,  more  narrow  and  abjeQ,  retarded 
the  progrefs,  and  cramped  the  expanfion  of  free^ 
dom.  This  diverfity  of  fentiment  and  character^ 
which  cantiot  be  refolyed  into  the  eifeds  of  laws 
and  govemmmit,  muft  be  traced  to  other  inciden- 
tal circumftances,  no  lefs  powerful  in  forming  the 
tempers  of  individuaU  and  communities. 

After  the  union  of  the  families  of  York  apd 
Lancafter,  a  variety  of  caufes  co-operated  in 
England  Co  remove  thofe  obftacles  which  pre* 
vemed  the  great  body  of  the  people  from  rlfmg 
to  a  ftate  of  independence ;  and  to  promote  a 

by  bts  approbacioo.  The  obvious  infarcAce  from  what  I  hatr 
quoted  is  this:  That,  if  the  Scots  had  been  infpired  withii  truifi 
tarte  for  freedom,  their  conflitution  aod  their  hi^ory  furniflved 
them  with  abimdanct  of  fa6ls  and  precedeiits»  for  refiftiog  the 
vbinary  goveromcnt  of  sheir  princes. 

The  onioa  of  the  crowns  of  England  a^d  Scotland  gave.a  ter**. 
rible  blow  to  the  liberties  of  the  Tatter.  Their  prince  now  ac- 
ootred  a  dignity  and  infioence  which  quite  overawed  the  haughty 
ipM6f  tbe  ar»(tocracy ;  while  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  farburs 
was  opened*  out  of  which  lie  could  reward  the  loyal  and  obedi* 
ent.  Every  (badpw  of  the  former  privileges  of  the  States,  k 
was  the  objeft  of  lames  I.  Charles  li.  and  Jam^s  ii.  to  extir- 
pate :  To  all  which  it  may  be  added,  that  delegated  power  is 
geoerally  more  iafotent  and  oppreflive,  than  that  which  is  e^cer- 
cifed  by  the  perfon  to  whom  it  immediately  belongs.  See  aoyi 
i(!,  chap,  iv*  See,  upoo  thisfubjci^t,  &achapan  dc  Jure  Regum 
^ad  Scotos. 

U  2  more 
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CHAP,  more  rapid  circulation,  and  a  more  equal  divifioQ 
^' .  of  property*  By  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the  fc« 
venth,  the  barons  were  enabled  to  break  entails, 
and  to  alienate  their  eftates.  The  extenfion  of 
commerce  introduced  articles  of  foreign  luxury, 
and  cqnfum^d  a  part  of  tho(^  overgrown  in- 
comes,  which  had  formerly  been  employed  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  numerous  body  of  indolent  re- 
tainers, who  rendered  their  proprietors  more  op- 
preffive  to  the  inferior  ranks  of  mankind,  and 
more  formidable  to  each  other. 

The  progrefs  of  liberty  and  arts  was  ftill  farther 
accelerated  in  England,  by  an  acceffion  of  induf- 
trious  and  enlightened  foreigners.  Multitudes  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  low  countries,  harafled  by 
oppref&ve  taxation,  and  by  perfecution  for  the 
fake  of  religion,  chofe  England  for  the  place  of 
their  refuge  and  future  abode;  allured  by  it^ 
climate,  favourable  to  agriculture ;  and  iu 
coafts,  which  abounded  in  Harbours,  convenient 
for  navigation  and  trade.  Thefe  foreigners  not 
only  communicated  more  enlarged  notions  con- 
cerning liberty,  but  the  arts  which  they  intro- 
duced, gradually  fubverted  thofe  ideas  and  habits 
of  the  great,  which  continually  (land  in  oppcfi- 
tion  to  its  progrels  in  rude  and  uncivilized  coun- 
tries. The  accumulation  of  fortune,  accruing  to 
the  proprietor  from  the  cultivation  of  his  eftate, 
obvioufly  fuggefted  the  connexion  between  his 
own  interefV  and  the  independence  of  the  farmer. 
The  progrefs  of  manufadures  increafed  the  num- 
ber and  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities, 
and  (limulated  their  induftry  by  the  profperity 
with  which  it  was  crowned.  Thus,  in  linglanc!, 
while  men  were  more  upon  a  footing  of  equality, 
independence  and  opulence  were  not  confined 
to  perfons  of  high  birth  or  office  ;  the  proteftion 
of  the  laws   and  the  difpenfation  of  juftice  were 

claimed, 
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claimed^  with  the  fame  confidence,  by  every  rank  CHAP, 
and  profeffion.  The  increafe  of  commerce  and  ^• 
manufkftures,  and  the  improvement  of  agricuU  """"^ 
ttire,  opened  plans  of  peaceable  occupation,  and 
the  profpeft  of  profit  and  advancement,  to  men 
of  a&ivity  and  enterprife,  independent  on  the 
favour  or  the  Sovereign.  Hence  many  families 
afcended  to  weahh,  and  maintained  focial  inter* 
courfe  with  each  other,  free  from  jealoufy  or  ri- 
vallhip.  The  fecuiity'of  property,  and  the  equal 
difpenfation  of  juftice,  contributed  to  their  com- 
mon intereft :  Thefe  became  the  great  objefls  of 
government ;  which,  therefore,  they  regarded  as 
the  bafis  and  fafeguard  of  their  profperity ;  and 
were  ready  with  one  heart  and  hand  to  defend  it, 
if  in  danger,  and  to  improve  and  fortify  it  when 
opportunity  offered. 

In  Scotland,  different  caufes  produced  different  Adverfe 
effeds  ;  and  occafioned  a  wider  chafm  between  g  '*  /"  . 
the  political  fentiments  of  the  two  nations,  than   ^^^*"  ' 
what  fubfifted  between  the  civil  conllitution  and 
fyfte^n   of  laws  belonging  to  each  of  them;     It 
was   late  before  agriculture,   as  a  fcience,  was 
introduced  into  Scotland;  and  before  the  inha- 
bitants  attained   to  thore  improvements,    which 
tend,  in  fome  degree,  to  guard  againftthe  natu- 
ral  difadvantages  of  climate,   and  to  fertilize  a 
barren  foiL     Their  commerce  was  extremely  re- 
ftri<5ted:    and  inftead  of  money,  which,  by  its 
eafy  conveyance,  finds  a  rapid  and  general  cir- 
culation, and  awakens  the  induftry  and  exertions 
of  every  clafs  of  men,  it  only  brought  home  re- 
turns of  foreign  commodities,  to  feed  the  luxury 
and   uphold    the    pomp  of    opulent  chieftains. 
Hence   the  people  continued  idle,  indigent,  de- 
prefled.       Multitudes  depended  entirely,    for  a 
fcanty  fubiiftence,  upon  the  capricious  bounty  of 
the  proprietors  on  whofe  eftates  they  fird  drew 

their 
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e  H  A  f .  their  breath,  an4  to  wliom  they  kad  been  imiredi 
^^Jf^rm^  ^y  ^^^  carlicft  prejudices  of  education  and  ex^ 
^-rrv^""-^  ample,  to  devote  thiemrelves  with  the  mod  ierviie 
homage.    After  th^  period  of  the  refformation  of 
Scotland,    the    people    were  apprifed  of  their 
fight,  to  think  and  judge  freely  concerning  ipat** 
Ut%  of  religion ;  and  though  it  might  have  been 
expefbed,  that  fuch  enlargement  would  have  con? 
av&ed  them  to  more  liberal  fentiments  with  rtr 
fytd  to  politica  and  civil  government,  yet  the 
dfefts  of  this  connexion  were  but  tittle  Apparent! 
and,  provided  that  they  were  indulged  in  ihe  le- 
ItgioA  of  their  choice^  they  feemed  not  to  have 
been  ^fpofed  to  murmur  or  complain,  on  ac* 
eount  of  reftriiEtions  laid  upon  their  civil  liberty, 
^or  were  the  fnrc^udices  afltd  manners  of  perfons 
of  difiindion  more  propitious  to  t^e  introdudton 
land  improvement  of  order  and  liberty.      Their 
treatment  of  their  dependants  at  home»  domi- 
tieering,  tnfelent,  oppreilive^  familiarifed  to  thdr 
mind  the  idea  of  tyrannical  government.      In 
lionfeqnence  pf  the  fcarcicy  of  money,  Increafe  of 
property  only  produced  an  increafe  of  thofe  rude 
commodities,  which  enabled  them  to  maintain  a 
^ater  number  of  rafTals,  rendering  them  Aore 
fippreffive  to  their  nefghbours,  and  more  danger 
TQtts  to  the  (late.    All  their  pride  centered  m  the 
antiquity  of  their  families »  and  was  gratified  by 
the  nnipber  and  pomp  of  their  attendants,     llitts 
!^ere  was  no  unicv  among  the  perfons  who  wFcre 
called  upon,  by  their  Ihation^  to  be  goardinns 
of  the  conftiiutiOn ;  no  fe^h  of  a  public  or  com* 
men  intdteft ;  no  concert  io  rcftft  enehrQakchmenis 
upon  liberty,  if  their  own  perfoaai  fbrtunfe  and 
Loyalty    dignity    Were   not   immediatelf  affefiked.      ^lie 
ofthc       yoyal  famiiy  they  held  in  grdat  rM^ed^  m  ao 
r??^f      count  dl  their  pfo-emipe&ee  inrank^  which  cati 
ttii|[iiiflied  efidry  idea  of  rhaliup  or  'eQ^e|itkm 

•Voti 
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From  thcfc  cixcamilancas^     it  was  natural  for  CHAP* 
Ja9J^  to  draw  conclufions  favourable  to  his  in- ,  _^j_^^ 
ter^ft;  chat,  ihe  people  of  iScotbnd  would  nei-  ' 
ther  be  fo  deeply  offended  with  his  arbitrary  prq- 
ceediogjB,  uor  allured  by  any  fyftematic  plan  lie)4 
forth  by  their  felbw^fubje^l^  in  England,  for  en- 
larging their  privileges,  or  amending  the  confti- 
tutioQ, 

There  were,    however,    other  effects  arifing  praeaiioot 
from  ciie  caufos  already  defcribed,  which  rendered ^n«*  *»"*« 
the  allegiance    of   the  Scots  to  their  king  ex-  J^ScJ-^ 
tremely  precarious,  and,  at  the  moft,  capable  of     ^ 
afprding   him  but  partial  and  feeble  fuccoyrs, 
upon  the  emergency  of  a  civil  war,  or  the  de«' 
fecUon  of  his  Eiiglilh  fubjefts.    The  turbulence 
of  their  fpirtt,  and  the  rudeaefe  of  their  man** 
Qeri,   render^  men  of  property  and  influence 
impatient   utider  the  control  of  regular  govern* 
ment,  and  exceedkigly  forward  to  take  a  part  in 
any  commotion  whidi  aeitated  the  ftate.    Neigh- 
bouring chieftains  fucceeded  to  hereditary  feuds, 
which  they  often  profecuted  by.incurfions  intp  the 
cftatei,  and  violent  afiaults  upon  the  perfons,  of 
their  rivals.     Their  quarrels,  at  an  early  period, 
r^iiiired   the  interpofition  of  the   royal  power, 
which,  of  coafeqiience,  became  obnoxious  to  the 
hatred  of  the  perlbn  againft  whom  it  had  been 
exercifed,  and  fometimes  excited  the  jealoufy  of 
both  lbs  conittnding  parties.    .The  entire,  undi- 
vided ftreogth  of  the  leading  men  in  the  nation 
never    caudd   be  colle^ed  or  depended  upon. 
They  had  afirang  propenfity  to  loyalty;    but 
envy  of  the   foperior  intered  of  a  rival,   with 
their  tityereign,  or  the  proTped  of  fupplanting 
him,  often  interrupted  the  exercife  of  that  ,af- 
feftion,  and  difappointed   the  court  of  the  fup- 
poft  it  might    have  expelled  from  individuals, 
correfponding  with  the  favours  they  had  received, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  the  profeffions  of  loyalty  they  warmly  avow* 

^'      ed.    The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations  is  fully  con* 

^^'^^^^^'^^  firmed  by  the  conduft  of  individuals  in  Scotland 

at  the  revolution. 
Attach-        ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  religion  in  Scotland  concurred 
mentef    vith  the  caufes  already  mentioned,  to  propagate 
the  3cou  difcordant  afFedions  and  divided  interefts,  and  to 
^^  nT       prevent  a  poflibility  of  uniting  the  whole  force  of 
van  Srm  ^^®  nation,  upon  the  concurrence  of  any  extraor- 
pfrcli-      dinary   political  commotion.      As  the  opinions, 
|(ioot       inftilled  into  the  mind  of  the  individual  in  tender 
yearci,  .maintain  an  afcendency  over   his  fenti* 
ments  through   the  fucceeding  (lages  of  life ;  fo 
the  fyftem  of  religion  embraced  by  a  community 
upon  its  firll  formation,  or  immediately  after  any 
fignal  revolution,  defcend  to  the  remote  ages  of 
pofterity,  in  defiance  of  external  means  employed 
to  eradicate  or  change  it.     1  he  Scotch  nation, 
prepared   by  extremity  of  oppreflion  to  revolt 
from  the  fee  of  Rome,  received  the  elements  of 
reformation,  and  the  model  of  their  ecclefiaftical 
government,  from  teachers  who  had  been  edo* 
cated  in  the  fchool  of  Calvin.    Difgufted  with  the 
frivoloufnefs  and  multiplicitv  of  external  ceremo- 
nies prefcribed  by  the  popim  ritual,  they  rejeSed 
with  horror  even  thofe  lefs  exceptionable  forms  of 
worfliip,  which  are  calculated,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  fenfes,  to  excite  impreffions  of  re- 
verence and  awe,  fuitable  to  the  folemn  nature  of 
religious  fervice.     Filled  with  indignation  at  that 
fubjedion  which   the  blind  fuperitition  of  their 
fathers  had  yielded  to  the  papal  dominion,  they 
became  jealous  of  any  jurifdidion  which  was  not 
pontained  within  the  preqinfts  of  their  ecclefiafti- 
cal corporation,  or  which  was  independent  on  the 
fif bordinate  members  of  their  congregationst 

From 
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From  thefe  ftrong  prepofleffions  of  the  reformed  C  H  a  P. 
in  this  country,  fprang  all  thofe  commotions  i^hich    J^*_^^^ 
difturbed  the  civil  government  in  the  three  pre-  thTcaufe 
ceding  reigns.     It  was  not  till  after  James  the  firft  of  tbeir 
had  obtained  the  crown  of  England^  and  acquired  <>ppofida« 
the  fupport  of  a  more  powerful  body  of  fubjefls,  *^*^^ 
that    he  dared  to  profecute  his  favourite  plan  of ^f^^^ 
edablifliing  epifcopacy  in  Scotland  ;  and^he  form  houfe  of 
of  it,  then  introduced,  was  moderate  and  humble,  5>tuait. 
and,  in  reality,  more  nearly  allied  to  prefbytery, 
than  it  was  to  the  worfliip  and  government  of  the 
church   of    England   *,        Extempore    prayers, 
agreeable  to  the  practice  of  the   prefbyterians, 
were  ftill  continued :  the  Lord's  Prayer  was  re- 
peated at  the  end  of  the  fervice,  and,  together 
with  it,  the  Doxology  and  the  Creed  upon  the 
adminiftration    of   baptifm.      The  iign  of   the 
crofs  upon  that  occafion  was  ufed  or  not,  accord* 
ihg  to  the  inclination  of  the  parents,  who  alone 
could  be  admitted  as  fponfors  for  their  children  : 
what  gave  great  offence  to  the  people  was,  the  ce- 
remony of  kneeling  was  required  at  the  receiving 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  '.     The  holidays  were  few, 
in  comparifon  with  thofe  obferved  in  the  church 
of  England  :    the  endowments    of  the  biihops 
were  not  fo  liberal  as  to  raife  them  to  an  immode- 
rate elevation  at)ove  the  parochial  clergy,  and  the 
prerogatives  w}th  which  they  were  invelled,  arofe 

chiefly 

*  CafderwQpd.     Burnet. 

'  Vindication  of  thq  Governnient  of  Scotland,  by  fir  George 
M'KcDzic.  Skinner's  Ecdefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  chap, 
43-4.  The  account  ]  have  given  of  the  form  of  baptifm  being 
l.cft  10  the  choice  of  the  parent,  I  have  heard  from  perfoos  who 
have  been  prefent  when  baptifm  was  performed  by  a  clergyman 
who  profeffed  to  oWervc  the  old  epiicopal  form,  and  who  had 
been  turned  out  of  his  living  at  the  revolution.  The  alternative 
of  o£ng  the  crofs  or  not,  might  perhaps  be  fuggefled  by  the  mo- 
deradoo  of  the  individual  on  ihofe  occafions. 
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CHAP,  chiefly  froai  thjcir  precedcAcy  ia  rank*  wi  their 

]^ ^  aaing  as  perpetual  pjefidenus  or  moderators  in  tbc 

""^     ^  ecclefiaftical  courts  convened  within  their  dip- 
cefes  *.     When   CJhafles  I.,  prompted   by  weak 
bigotry  and  the  furioos  aeal  of  his  unworthy  ti- 
vourite^  archbi(bop  JLaud,  attempted  tointroduce 
a  liturgy  into  the  epifcopal  church  of  Scotland, 
he  not  only  provoked  th€  violent  refiftance  of  the 
mob  i  but  loft  the  affedions  of  many  of  bis  fub- 
jedS)  of  the  firft  rank,  and  mod  liberal  educa* 
tion^   in  that  part  of  the  dominions  '.      And 
hence  his  difanedled  fubjeds  in  Kngland  were  en* 
couraged  to  proceed^  from  altercation  and  con- 
tefts,  to  armed  violence }  which  terminated  in  the 
ruin  of  that  prince,  and  the  deltrudion  of  the 
eftablifhed    government.      The   av^rfion  of   the 
Scots  to  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  was  in  a 
great   degree  mitigated  .by  religious  toleration, 
which  was  the  favourite  maxim  of  bis  govern- 
ment ;  and  if  the  covenanters  did  not  obtain  an 
exclufive  indulgence,   agreeable  to  the  expeda- 
tions  excited  by  their  important  fef  vices  and  early 
connexion  with  the  parliament  of  England,  their 
refcntment  fpent   itfelf  in    vain   murmurs   and 
threats,  while  they  were  not  molefted  in  the  pro* 
feflion  of  thofe  doctrines,  and  the  exercife  of  that 
worfliip,  which  they  believed  to  be  prefcribed  by 
the  oracles  of  divine  truth  ^*    The  fatal  c^nie- 
quences  of  the  father's  bigotry  did  not  curb  the 
temerity  of  his  Ton.     A  mean  refentment  of  af- 
fronts   he  had  received    from  the  preibyterian 
clergy  ^,  at  a  period  vrhen  he  had  thrown  himfelf 

♦  Bomet.     Robertfon's  Httlory  of  Scptland,  toI,  ii.  p.  119. 
Spouifo^ood,  p.  502. 

^  Oarendon's  H'rft«ry.     Hqm^ 

*  Barnct. 
'  Hume. 

upon 
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upon  their  protedion,  co-operatiag  with  miftakea  CHAP, 
apprcheniions  cooceratag  the  political  advantages  ^^j^_^ 
of  uniformity,  determioed  hjm,  again^  the  ad« 
vice  of  Lauderdale,  his  principal  cotinrdlor,   to 
fupprefs  die  favourite  rel^ion   of    Scotland  '« 
EpcToopacy^  in  a  form  more  extended  and  wipOt 
pukr^  wa^  eftablilfaed  by  the  ftatute.     The  jurif- 
di&ioAof  the  bifhopa  was  no  longer  controlled  by     ^^' 
the  opinions  and  votes  of  the  pre&yters :  they 
ware  required  indeed  to  advife  with  die  inferior 
/clergy,    upon  the   managelnent  of  eccieiiaftical 
mffairs;  but  this  apparent  .reftridion,  inftead  of 
dimini filings  extended  their  authority,  beoaufe  it 
was  left  to  their  own  choice  to  fele£t  from  among 
tbem,  fuch  perfons  as  they  knew  to  be  mod  vet* 
ictined  to  flatter  their  opinions  and  fupport'thdr 
meafores  ^^    The  inn^radence,  the  violence,  aftd 
immoral  charafters  of  individuals,  whom  Charles 
IL  invefted  with  the  mitre,  revived  the  ancient 
prejudices  of  the  commofi  people  of  ^Scotland 
againft  theb  drder  ;  and  excited  the  mo(t  obfti- 
nate  refinance  to  the  edicts    of  the  court  '^, 
The  rigorous  feveritiea,  employed  to  enforce  the 
law^  againfl  nonconformifls,    w^fre  recorded  in 
the  men>ories  of  their  friends,  with  vindidive  re- 
folutions,    and  infiifed  a  horror  at  government 
into  the  minids  of  many  who  had  been  nurfed  in 
die  principles  of  loyalty.     A  detail  of  thefe  per- 
fecotions,  though  it  might  fpund  the  charge  of 
weaknefe  and  obflinacy  againll  fotne  of  the  per- 
sons who  fuffered  by   them,  would  exhibit  the 
moft  cruel  fcei'cs  which  blacken  the  page  of  hif- 
tory  '  •.    The  day  of  reckoning  at  laft  approach- 

•  Burnet. 

»  Woodrow'8  Hiftoryt  vol.  i.  p.  116.     Buroet, 

»•  Woodr^w.    ButDtt. 

M  Ibid. 

ed. 
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C  HA  P.  ed.     Many   who  fled  from  their  native  country, 
.,  -^A^r  carried  along  with  thetn  unrelenting  hatred  to  the 
Produc-    government  which  had  opprefled  them.     Some  of 
tiye  of      them  who  took  (belter  in  Holland,  entered  into 
^^"*Ki^'  concert  there,  with  the  Englifh  gentlemen  who 
io"hc  rc.  P^*^^^^  ^he  revolution,  and,  by  a  conftant  cor-. 
Tolutioii.  refpondence  with  their  friends  m  Scotland,  fof- 
tered  their  difaffefiion,  and  encouraged  their  ex* 
peAations    of    deliverance  '*,        After    James 
afcended  *  the  throne,  he  endeavoured,  under  the 
ihir  pretext  of  toleration,  to  inveigle  the  prefby* 
terians,  to  give  their  countenance  to  meafures 
fubfervient  to  the  interefts  of  his  Roman  catho* 
lie  friends.     He  became  the  dupe  of  his  own 
craJFtinefs ;    and    ftrengthened    the  hands  which 
Ihook  bis  throne  in  Scotland.    The  epifcopals, 
offended  with  the  liberty  granted  to  the  prelby- 
terians,  began  to  abate  that  ardour  of  loyalty,  of 
which  they  had  hitherto  boaded ;  while  the  fin- 
cere  affeQioiis  of  the  prelby terians  were  not  gain- 
ed ".     Both  of  them  penetrated  into  the  infidi- 
ous  fcheme:  but  the  prefbyterians  alone  were 
forward  and  aftive  in  concurring  with  the  revo- 
lution in  England.     The  toleration  held  out  to 
them  brought  home  a  great  number  of  that  per- 
fuafion,  who  had  fled  to  Holland  and  the  diftant 
colonics  of  England,  during  the  perfecutlons  of 
the  preceding  reign.     Far  from  being  lulled  into 
fecurity  by  the  fair  profeflTions  of  James,  they  de- 
voted themfelves,  with  unwearied  induftry,  to  re- 
new and   extend  their  connexions  in  Scotland ; 
•  and  to  form  fuch  plans  as  might  enable  them  to 
obtain  a  fuperiority  over  their  antagoniils  of  the 
epifcopal  church,  in  cafe  of  any  national  convul- 

'  *  Life  of  Carftares. 

■  ^  The  cafe  of  the  church  of  Scotland.    Somers*  CpIIcc- 
tion,  vtl.  xii.  p,  490.     Guthrie,  vol.  x. 
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(ion,  fo  likely  to  enfue  from  the  infatuated  vio-  CHAP, 
lence  of  the  king.  The  news  of  the  arrival  of  ^^ 
the  prince  of  Orange  infpired  the  prefby terians  ^^^^ 
with  tranfports  of  joy  }  and  tempted  them  to  reta- 
liate upon  the  epifcopals  thofe  injuries,  of  which 
they  themfelves  had  juftly  complained  '  ^.  In 
the  weftern  parts  of  Scotland  they  attacked  the 
perfons  of  the  eilabliihed  clergy  with  outrageous 
violence ;  they  dragged  them  from  their  pulpits  ; 
carried  them  about  in  mock  proceflions ;  ,  and 
fini(hed  their  infults,  by  tearing  their  gowns,  the 
harmlefs  but  hated  badges  of  their  order  '  \  In 
fome  of  the  towns  the  Roman  chapels  and  epifco* 
pal  churches  were  fubjedbed  to  the  fame  promif* 
cuous  ravage.  Thofe  of  the  nobility  and  gentry^ 
who  had  di(lingui(hed  themfelves  as  the  patrons 
of  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  were  every  where 
expofed  to  affault  and  danger. 

The  condud  of  James,,  not  only  with  refpeft  to  Inipru- 
the  meafures  he  adopted,  but  alfo  with  refpeft  to'^"'^^^-^ 
the  perfons  he  made  choice  of  to  carry  them  into  of  Jamct 
execution,  was  the  occafion  of  jud  offence  to  his  in  ^cot- 
fubjefts  in  Scotland.     The  perfons  he  felefted  to  '*«<*• 
be  the  inflruments  of  his  mod  unpopular  mea- 
fures, poiTefTed  not  that   fliare  of  prudence  nor 
experience  in  bufmefs,  which  might  have  contri- 
buted to  reprefs  or  to  moderate  the  refentments 
which  thofe  meafures  excited.     The  mod  lucra- 
tive offices  were  conferred  upon  men  who  were 
fecretly  unaffe^ed  to  the  king's  perfon ;  and  who 
were  warranted  by  him,  to  draw  profits  out  of 
the  pockets  of  his  beft  friends,  by  exattions  of  a 
new  form,  and  of  the  moft  oppreffive  tendency. 
As  if  his  projefts  of  bigotry  had  not  been  fuffici- 

'^  CuBnincham»  vol.  i.     Barnet. 

'  *  The  cafe   of  the  epifcopai  clergy  in  Scotland.     Somers' 
Collcdkion,  vol.  xv.     State  TraSs,  vol.  iii. 

cntly 
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CWAP.  enlly  odious  in  themfelte^^  they  yi^tte  teStActtA 
^"^  ftill  more  deteftabld,  by  bring  made  fubfer?lent  to 
the  emotviftieAts  of  rapacious  minifters.      TN« 
king  had  made  a  public  declaraticfn  of  his  dif* 
peftfing  power  in  Scotland,  by  ordering  all  thofe 
perfons   who  held  offices,  civil  or  miiitary,   to 
make  i  reOgnatioii  of  thrir  eommiffions,  which 
bad  been  exprelTed  in  the  common  form,  and 
under  the  condition  of  their  fubmitting  t6  the 
tcfts;    and  by  authoriflng  them,    at  the  fame 
time,  to  receive  new  commiffions  free  from  thefe 
obligations'**.    Many    of  the  king's  loyal   fub- 
jedts  were,  in  this  manner,  not  only  fnbjefted  to 
a:A  unjuft  repetition  of  the  clerks  fees  for  the  re* 
newal  of  their  commiffions,  but  filled  wfth  uneafy 
sipprehenfions,  left  they  fliould  be  expofed  to  fe- 
▼ere  penalties,  by  holding  them  in  contradidion 
to  the  law,     A  more  at4>itrary,  oppreffive,  and 
ungrateful    meafure     of    policy   was  cxercifed 
againft  others,  who  held  theii*  offices,  by  virtue 
of  the  king's  warram  to  difpenfe  with  the  tefts. 
They  had  gratified  him,  by  a  compliance  which 
recognifed  his  difpenfing  power,  and  the  judges 
had  unanimoufly  given  it  as  their  opinion,  ttiat 
the    royal    warrant  was  a  fufficicnt  proteAion 
againft  atiy  profecution  for  damages ;    and  yci 
thefe  very  perfons  were  compelled,  by  a  procla- 
mation, to  take  out  remiffions  of  the  penalties 
which  they  had  incurred,    in  obedience  to  The 
king's  command,    and  to  pay  for  them  three 
pounds  to  the  fecretary  of  ftatc,   and  twenty 
pounds  to  one  James  Stuart,  who  was  empow- 
ered to  profijcute  them,  if  they  did  not  comply 
with  this  proclamation,  withm  the  fpace  of  two 

«*  Account  of  the  Affairs  of  Scotland,  by  the  carl  of  BaU 
carras.    Somcrt*  CoHc^tion,  vol.  i. 

months. 
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months.  Ii  was  to  the  laft  degree  mortifying  to  th^  C  HA  F. 
lciag*s  frieads,  to  obferve  that  the  pcrfon  whom  ,^J^^ 
he  employed  s^    the  inftroment   of   oppteffing 
them,  had  himfelf  received  a  pardon  for  plotting 
againll  the.  government ;    and  it  wa$  even  fuf^ 
peded)  that  he  made  ufe  of  the  confidence  now 
repofed  in  him»  to  cover  the  perpetration  of  the 
fame  crime  / '  0      Such  perverfe  and  infatuated 
gentrofity,  founded  in  oppreffion  and  ingratitude^ 
eilranged  the  hearts  and  the   confidence  of  the 
friends  of  James,  and  converted  few  of  his  ene- 
mies.    The   adherents  of  the  pHnce  of  Orange  Progr«6 
in  Holland  and  in  London,  encouraged  .by  the  ^^J^ . 
^ifcontents  in  Scotland^  Communicated  their  de-  [^  scocT* 
figns  to  fome  of  the  leading  men  of  that  country*  laod. 
Many    of   the  noblemen  atid   gentlemen  from 
Scotland,  were  admitted  to  private  confultation 
with  prince   George    of    Denmark^    and   were 
aflufed  by  him,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  prince  6f 
Orange  was  defired  by  the  tieai^ft  relations  of 
king  James;   and  that^   by  contributing  to  it, 
they    purfued    the  furefl:  road    to    preferment. 
When  all  thefe  confiderations  are  attended  to,  we 
are  iiot  furprifed  to  find,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  ancient  loyalty  of  Scotland,  the  abettors  df 
the  revolution  in  that  country  were  fo  many  ;  and 
that  they  kept  pace  with  England  in  the  ardour 
and  fuccefs  of  their  fervices. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  a 
conjfiderable  number  of  Scotch  lords  and  gentle- 
men^ who  had  reforted  to  London  in  confequence 
of  the  national  di(lra6lionS,  aflembled  with  great 
.  alacrity,  at  the  defire  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  exadly  copied  the  proceedings^  of  the  £ngU(h 

'^  Account   of   ihe    Affairs  of  Scotland,    ^y  the  earl   of 
Salcarras.     Somers' Colled ien,  voli. 

lords. 
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CHAP,  lords.  They  prefented  a  petition  to  the  princei 
^^^^^'  praying  him  to  take  upon  him  the  management 
i68q.  °^  public  affairs,  and  to  call  a  convention  of  the 
The  Scots  States,  to  advife  about  the  final  fettlement  of 
pobility  their  government  '  *".  The  prince,  in  return  for 
in  Lon-  ^j^jg  aJdrefs,  thanked  them  for  the  coniidence 
dnktht  J'cpofed  in  him,  and  appointed  a  convention  of 
pnnceof  the  States  of  Scotland  to  meet  at  Edinburgh 
Orange,  upon  the  fourteenth  of  March  one  thoufand  fix 
Ac'^o"^  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

vcrnment      ^^^  liability  of^the  new  government  in  England 
and  CO    '  evidently  depended,  in  a  great  meafure,  upon  the 
«^1  a        temper  and  refolutions  of  the  Scotch  convention, 
tkirrth  ^^^  vfcinity  and  warlike  difpofition  of  the  Scots 
t^l  **    enabled  them  to  difturb  the  peace  of  England  as 
often  as  they  were  inclined  to  do  it ;  but  (hould 
they  now  thwart  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention there,  and  recognife  the  fovereignty  of 
James,  there  was  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  fear,  that 
many  of  the  Engliih,  who  wavered  in  their  af- 
fections, or  who  aded  under  the  recent  impref- 
fion  of  injuries,  would  return  to  their  firft  allegi- 
ance, and  again  unfettle  the  nation.    Every  pre- 
caution   therefore   was  ufed  by  the  prince  of 
Orange,  to  obtain  a  choice  of  members  in  the 
convention  of  Scotland  favourable  to  his  intereft. 
The  expreffion  cf  the  fummons  was  fo  guarded) 
as  to  exclude  none  but  Roman  catholics. 
Thcpref-      The  prelbyteriam,   ftimulated  by  refentment, 
byteruns   ^g^e  alfo  encouraged^    by  the  affurance  of  the 
cefsfuHn   P""^ce's  protedion,  to  exert  their  influence  to  get 
the  elec*   their  friends  to  be  eleOed  members  of  the  con- . 
tions.        vention.     The  epifcopals,  depreflfed  with  the  fear 
of  lofing  their  eltabliihmenc  by  the  projefted  re- 
volution of  government,  contended,  with  unequal 

'  *  This  petition   was   fubfcribed  by  thirty  fords  and  eighty 
gentlemen. 

fpirit 
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fpirit  and  activity,  for  a  fliare  of  the  reprefenta-  CHAP, 
tion  '  •.  Their  interefl:  lay,  in  preventing,  if  it  ^j^  , 
had  been  poffible,  inftead  of  promoting,  a  meet-  ^53^, 
ing  to  be  aflembled  for  the  purpofe  of  a  revolu- 
tion. Some  of  them  obje£ted  to  the  lawFulnefs 
of  obeying  a  fummons  from  the  prince  of 
Orange,  which  implied  a  recognition  of  his 
authority.  Inftruftions  were  fecretly  imparted  to 
the  friends  of  James,  (ignifying  his  defire,  that 
they  might  wave  thefe  fcruples,  and  endeavour  to 
obtain  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  the  convention,  as 
would  enable  them  to  carry  every  vote,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  intereft  of  the  new  court.  But  thefe 
inftruftions  arriving  too  late,  and  neceflarily 
publilhed  with  referve,  which  left  their  authority 
doubtful,  the  eleftions  had  been  conduced  with 
an  advantage  on  the  fide  of  the  whigs,  which 
could  not  be  retrieved  by  the  adverfe  party.  A 
decided  majority,  returned  agreeably  to  their 
wiffies,  ftill  farther  improved  their  ftrength,  and 
reduced  the  tories  to  a  fcanty  minority,  by  the 
partiality  of  decifions  upon  the  preliminary  quef- 
tions  of  controverted  elections. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  eleded  prefident  ofThecon- 
the   convention,  in  preference  to  the  marquis  of  ^^""^" 
Athol,  by   a   majority  of  forty  votes  out  or  one  ,.th 
hundred  and  fifty.     This  dignity  was  fuppofed  to  March, 
be  the  only  effeftual  fecurity  for  the  perfeverance 
of  the  former,  in  the  principles  and  connexions 
he  profeffed  to  efpoufe,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
prince ;  while  it  was  expefted,  that  political  pru- 
dence; and  a  regard  to  confiilency  of  charafter, 
would  reftrain  the  latter  from  entering  into  any 
concert  with  the  partifans  of  Jamds.      The  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  was  underllood  to 

•»  RJph.    Tlnda!. 

I  be 
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C  H  4  P.  |>^  foch  a  cmaaa  prognoftic  of  the  trlmuph  of 
^^^^Z^;;^^  the  whigs^  ia  ^vcry  fuccceding  queftiom,  that  foxne 
v68q.     ^^  ^^^  meiBbfir«9  who  tud  jreTorted  to  the  meet- 
ing in  a  waveiiag  difpofition,  thought  U  prudent 
to  enlift  wkh  the  (Ironger  party  ;  aud  others,  vho 
ocitber  choXe   to  renouiure  their  priaclpltt^  i^ 
adher.e  to  diem  in  the  £^ce  of  dan^cr^  withdrew 
i^to    the  codiAtry.       The  coaveoxaon,  however 
well-di%aied  to  promote  the  views  of  the  prince 
^  Oxafi^e,  had  flill  many  difScvilties  aad  4angers 
tp  wcottiiter.    The  duke  o(  Gordon,  a  Roaun 
catholic,    held  the  ca(Ue  of  Edinburgh  in  tk 
name  of  king  Jamef.    The  vifcouat  of  Dundee, 
hrat««  enterprifii^^  beloved  by  the  army,  a  vio- 
knt  enemy  t^o  die  preibyterians,  warmly  attached 
to  the  interell  of  James,,  attended  theconTeoiioD. 
and  animated  and  encouraged  the  ho^pes  and  efforts 
of  Us  &iends.    The  earl  of  Marr»  gowmoi  of 
Stirling  Caftle,  had  enga^d  on  the  fame  fulf. 
The  marquis  of  Athol,  powezful  by  iiis  influence 
amo«|g  the  Highlanders^  and  difappomted  in  his 
competition  for  the  precedency  in  thecoaventloo, 
was  alienated  from  the  prince  of  Orange,  asd 
had  fecrelly  entered  Into  ex^agements  with  Dun- 
dec,    to    hold    Scotland  in  the  imereft  of  kk: 
James.     J  ord  Balcarras;,  relpe£table  for  his  abili- 
ties and  ^d^eJity,  ^as  a  firm  friesd  to  the  abient 
.       king, 
"r^!       rbe  kading  laembers  of  the  convention,  2N 
of  t!ic       ti^ntive  *o  theJe  circumltances,  and  not  danng  to 
convtn-     confide  'e^)/^f^^y  in  a  fuperior  number  of  votes, 
«i^n-         turned  thdr  full  attimtion  towards  the  neceliary 
precautions  for  fccurin^  their  own  pcribnal  f^ici) 
A  pr^ocknuticn  was  ifiued,  ordering  all  peribr.^, 
from  fixte&n  to  fixty,  to  hold  themlelvcs  in  rca 
dinefs   to  take  up  arms.     Eight  hundred  menJ 
who  had  been   raifed  for  a  guard  to  tlw  city  <^1 
Editiburgh,  were  put  uuder  the  command  cf  the 

till 
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carl  of  Leveii|  and  fir  Patrick  Home  was  placed  G  H  A  P. 
at  the  head  of  the  milkia.     Both  thefe  comman-  y^^^L^,^ 
ders  had  formed  a  ftri£l  conaexion  with  the  prince    ^^ 
of  Orange  in  Holland,  and  returned  to  Scotland 
to  promote  his  inteteft.     A  great  number  of  the 
vaflals  of  the  duke  of  riamihon,  and  of  other 
noblemen  upon  the  fide    of   the  court,   were 
brought  to  Kdinbufgh,  fumiflied  with  arms,  and 
difperfed  in  difereAt  places*  of  the  city.    Four 
regiments  of  foot,   and  one  of  dragoons/   fent 
down  frotii  England  ufider  the  command  of  gd« 
neral  Mackay^  were  quartered  m  the^ndghbotir^ 
hood  of  Lcitb,  and  Edinburgh,  and  entirely  fe-  - 
cured  the  convention  from  the  apprehenfion  of 
violence*    I'he  duke  of  Gordon  was  repeatedly  The  rfukt 
jfequired  to  furrender  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  to^^  ^^■ 
the  convention,  aad  though  he  did  not  comply,^^!^^^^^^^!^" 
yet,  as  he  had  formerly  been  ill  ufed  by  James  ^  "*•  of  Edin- 
and  entered   into  a  treaity  about  the  terms  of  burgh  for 
making  a  furremkr,  he  d«d  Hot  impaorc  that  con-  James, 
fidence  which  the  friends  of  James  would  have 
derived  from  any  other  perfbn,  in  their  intereil^ 
who  poflefled  fueh  powerful  means  of  prote^iling 
them,  and  of  sM^noying  their  enemies  ^ '  • 

In  this  (late  of  uncertainty,  as  to  retaining  tbeT".^* 
advantage  of  external  force^  and  unable  to  main-  |^^"^/j^. 
tain  an  equal  conteft  in  the  convention,  the  patti- ,^l^e  ip 
fans  of  James  refolved  to  avail  themfelves  of  a  call  a 
commiffion  under  his  hand,  by  which  the  arch-  mpetinj 
bilhop  of  Gkfgow,  the  vifcount  of  Dundee,  and  ^^^'^^^^j. 
lord    Balcarras,    were  autrhorifed  to  fummon  ationat 
convention  of   the  States   to  meot   at  Stirling.  Siirlm^, 
The   friends   of  Jame^  in  compliance  with  thig 
defign,  werefecretly  advifed  to  depart  from  Edin- 
burgh at  an  appointed  hour,  lelt  they  fhould  be 


*°  Cuihrie'sHiftory,  vol.  x. 

**  Mtnioirs  of  Loid  Vifs-ornt  DunJ»?a« 

X  ^  prevented, 
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CHAP,  prevented,    by  the  fuperior  force  of  the  other 
^*      party,  from  complying  with  the  purpofe  of  this 
""^j^T"  commiflion-     The  marquis  of  Athol,  after  hav- 
ing  approved    of  this  meafure,  alarmed  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  his  friends,  by  propofing  to  poftponc  the 
time  of  their   leaving  jEdinburgh.     Dundee  re- 
ceived information  ot  a  party  having  confpired  to 
aflaflinate  him;  and  though  he  gave  notice  of 
this  to  the  convention  and  offered  ftrong  circum- 
(lances  of  proof**,  with  a  partiality  approaching 
to  a  participation  of  guilt,  they  refufed  to  infti- 
tute  ahy  inquiry  againft  the  contrivers  of  this  bar- 
Dundee    Parous  defign.     Alarmed  by   the  fluftuation  and 
Edin'''"'  apoftacy  of  his  friends,  ihp  injuftice  of  the  con- 
burgh.       vention,;  and  the  immediate  danger  to  which  he 
was  expofed,  Dundee,  without  entering  into  any 
farther  confultation  with  the  lords,  who  ftill  pro- 
feffed  an,  attachment  to  James,  fled  from  Edin- 
burgh, attended  with  a  fmall  body  of  horfe  *^ 
His  retreat  furniflied  the  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion with  a  pretext  for  fuch  meafures,  as  nearly 
annihilated  any  oppofition  to  their  defigns-     ITic 
prefidcnt  threatened  to  apprehend  all  thofe  mem- 
bers  of  the  convention  who  fhould  be  found  in 
concert  with  Dundee:  the  earl  of  Marr,  gover- 
nor  of  Stirling  caille,  was  put  under  an  arreft ; 
'and  difappointed  the  friends  of  James  of  the  prol- 
pcd  of  any  refuge,  in  that  fortrefs. 
J^'*  It  feenis  to  have  been  the  purpofe  of  the  ma- 

dcfat  die  j^rity  in  the  convention,  to  drive  away  the  friends 
conven-     of  James,  rather  than  to  proceed  to  open  hoftili- 
lioii.         lies  againft    them.     Their  prefence  would  have 
eiv^burrafled    and  retarded  the  meafures  neceflary 
ior  accomplilhing  a  Ipeedy  lettlement  of  the  na- 
tion.    The  uiiauimity  ot  the  convention,  if  that 

•  **  Memoirs  ot  Lcrd  Viicount  Dundee. 
»i    Ibid. 

could 
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could  be  obtained,  was  a  defirable  objeft  to  Wil-  C  K  A  P. 
Ham,  and  more  likely  to  give  fucccfs  and  liability  ,  _^' 
to  their  refolutions.     But  unanimity,  procured  by    ,5^^^ 
the  imprifonment  or  expulfion  of  all  opponents, 
inftead  of  anfwering  thefe  ends,  would  probably  . 
have  roufed  the  immediate  refentment  of  their 
vaifals  in  the  country,  and  brought  on  a  civil  war 
in  Scotland.     An  opportunity   of   withdrawing 
themfelves  was  artfully  afforded  to  the  partifans  of 
Dundee,  by  the  prefident  having  adjourned  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  after  he  had  threatened 
them  with   imprifonment.       They  embraced  it 
without  delay;  and  the  next  day,  when  a  fum- 
mons  was  iffued  for  them  to  attend  their  duty  in 
the  convention,  few  of  them  remained  in  town. 

The  convention  was  now  releafed  from  every  T*ie  con- 
obftruftion  which  could  either  retard  the  expedi-  l^^^^r 
tion,  or  mar  the  unanimity  of  their  meafures.  WillLm. 
ITiey  drew  up  a  refpeftful  anfwer  to  a  letter  they 
had  received  from  the  king  of  England :  They 
approved  of  the  addrefs  prefented  to  him  by  their 
countrymen  in  London ;  in  confequence  of  which 
he  had  aflumed  the  government  of  Scotland,  and 
fummoned  a  convention  of  the  States.  They 
permitted  a  letter  from  king  James  to  be  read, 
after  having  entered  a  proteftation,  that  nothing 
contained  in  it  fhould  tend  to  annul  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention.  In  order  to  flicw  their 
contempt  of  his  authority,  the  meffenger  who. 
delivered  his  letter  was  firit  imprifoned,  and  afr 
terwards  difmifled  without  any  anfwer. 

The  fettlement  of    the  government,    and   anSuhjc^s 
union  with  England,  were  the  important  fubjefts^^ '^''^'^^- 
recommended   by   the  prince  to  the  deliberation  j|^^"^j^*" 
of  the  convention.      When  we  confider  the  va-  vtntion. 
riety,    difficulty,  and  importance,  of  the  qucfti- 
ons,  involved- in   the  plan,  for  uniting  the  twov 
kingdcTms,  we  are  rather  furprifed  that  the  friendg 

of 
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of  William  fhould  have  fuggefted  a  medtire, 
which,  inftead  of  confirming  his  power,  might 
have  been  attended  with  unavoidable  procrsJli* 
nation,  and  have  given  occafion  to  difputes  and 
animolities,  fatal  to  the  authority  he  had  already 
acquired.  The  few  friends  of  James  left  in  the 
convention,  not  ignorant  of  thefe  confequences, 
joined  with  fome  of  the  whigs,  to  prefer  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  pnion  to  that  of  the  fettlement  of  the 
government.  The  eyes  of  William's  more  dif« 
cerning  friends  were  now  quickly  opened.  The 
qu^ftion  of  the  union  was  not  again  refumed, 
and  the  convention  came  to  a  refoiution  of  ap< 
pointing  a  committee^  conlifting  of  eight  mem- 
bers  out  of  each  ftate,  to  prepare  the  new  plan  of 
fettlement. 

The  example  of  the  Englifli  convention  abridg- 
ed the  deliberations  and  bufmefs  of  this  commit- 
tqe.  Their  refolutions  they  feem  to  have  copied, 
as  far  as  circumftances  would  admit.  They  could 
not  find,  with  propriety,  that  king  James  had 
abdicated  the  government  in  the  fame  fenfe  that 
he  had  done  in  England,  for  he  had  not  with- 
drawn perfonally  from  Scotland ;  but  the  fub- 
ftance  of  their  refolutions  was  the  fame.  They 
found  that  king  James  had  forfeited  his  right  to 
the  crown  of  Scotland.  This  refoiution  was 
ihc  crown]  agreed  to  by  the  convention ;  who  npxt  ordered 

the  committee  to  bring  in  an  aft,  for  fettling  the 

crown  upon  William  and  Mary,  and  to  prepare 
an  inftrument  of  government,  to  be  offered  with 
the  crown,  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  and 
the  ftcurity  of  their  liberties  **•      An  ad  was 

accordingly 

*♦  The  infiruixjcct  which  the  Scdch  convention  prcfemcd  »o 
the  prince  of  Ornnoe,  alopg  with  the  crown,  recites  multiplied 
inrtanccs  of  the  milgovcinroent  of  James  j  after  which  ii  Ipeci- 
Itcs  what  they  claim  as  the  ancieftt  rights  and  Kbenici  of  ti>ctr 

natioQ. 


26ih 
JVIarckr 


Their  re- 
folutions. 


Settle- 
ment of 


on  Willi- 
am  and 
Mary. 


POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,  ^c.  311 

accordingly  brought  in,  to  this  purpofe,  and  ap-  C  H  A  P. 
proved  of  by  a  great  majority  of  the  convention.  ^_^^^ 
The  earl  of  Argyle,  fir  James  Montgomery,  and    ,58^,, 
fir  John  Dalrymple,  were  appointed  as  reprefen-  4th  April. 
tatlves    of  the  three  eftates   of  the  lords,   the 
knights,  and  the  burgeffes,  to  repair  to  London, 
to  offer  the  crown  to  Williara,     Upon  the  elevemh 
of  Aprit)  William  and  Mary  were  prochtiittcd  at 
Edinburgh,  and  the  a£t  of  convention  was  read 
by  the  duke  of  Uamrltoiii  their  prefident. 

mtidii.  Among  cfaefe  it  is  pardcukirly  expre^d,  by  article 
91^  •♦  Thatprchcj^,  and  fbperioriry  o/an  o^ceifvthechupch  - 
«  abore  peA^ytera,  b,  aivd  has  beei^  a  gfcat  ami  uofopport-  , 
*'  aUe  Imrden  t<^  thi9  naxitoiv  antl  contrary  to  the  fiieUaacion«  of 
**  the  genetaiity  oS  the  peopk  erer  finee  the  PcformattOA ;  they 
**  hating  rcfevned  popery  hy  pre(byteFya  and  therefore  ought  to 
'^  be  abolifted.'* — The  reader  is  defired  to  fix  this  in  his  me- 
mory»  a»  impoctaftt  to  throw  light  ttponr  fubfe()iuent  pacts  of  ihe 
hiAory  of  Scotlaad  in  thi^  reign. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        XL 

Appoinimini  of  Minifters.^^^ObfervaUons.—Tbe  Kini*s 
Sptecb  in  ihi  Cowvention  Parliament, — Reafonsfor  turn- 
ing the  Convention  into  a  Parliament,— Rill  paj^s  for  that 
Purpofe — Oh/ervations  with  refpeH  to  the  Revenue. — 
Opinions  concerning  the  King*s  Right  to  it, — Former 
Mufes  in  the  Management  of  the  Revenue. — Refolutions 
with  refpeH  to  it  — Vote  of  the  Commons  for  indemnifying 
the  States. — Oaths  to  Government, '^Motions  for  altering 
tbem-'^For  exempting  Protejlant  Dijfenters  from  the  Tejl 
— UnfuccefsfuL— Indulgence^  in  fa^uour  of  the  Clergy — 
agreed  to  by  the  Lords ^refufed  iy  the  Commons^ — Bill  $f 
Comprehenfion—favoured  by  the  Lords — thwarted  by  tie 
Commons, — Caufes  of  the  ill  Succefs  of  this  Bill^^A^  of 
Toleration, — Bill  of  Indemnity,-- -The  King  anxious  for 
it. — Different  Plans  of  proceeding  in  this  Bill.— The 
ff^higs  jealous  of  the  King. — Objlrua  the  Bill. — Aa  of 
Settlement.— -Motion  for  naming  the  Ducbefs  of  Hanover 
in  the  Succcffion.-^-EffeSls  of  this  Motion, — Meafuresof 
Parliament  adapted  to  extraordinary  Events. — The  Ha- 
beas Corpus  fufpendtd, — The  Mutiny  Bill.— -Supplies  for 
Ireland,— -new  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Revenue, — 
Severe    Laws  with  ^cfpeSf    to  the  Roman  Catholics. — 

Opprejfions   invefligttted — redrejfed  — Refeffions, Bctb 

Houfes  enter  into  the  King's  Views  of  War  with  France. — 
Ohfervations, — Mifunder {landing  between  the  King  and 
the  IVhigs, — The  Tories  flatter  the  King  with  Promifis 
of  more  generous  Treatment, — Jealoufy  of  Minijiers 
among  themfelves.—^EngroJJing  Spirit  of  the  fVbigs, — 
AClaufe  intt  oduced  into  the  Corporation  A^y  intmded  /* 
exclude  the  Tories  from  Powir.-^paffes^^^-The  King  em- 
barrajfed'—dijfolves  the  Parliament, 

CHAP.  ^^pHE  choice  of  a  miniflry,    the  firft  aS  of 

^)CI.       J^     William's  fovereign  power,  required  great 

^^g       political  difcrction.     It  was  not  poflible  to  find 

rewards,   correfponding  in  number  and  value, 

to 
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to  the  many  candidates  for  his  favour,  and  theCHAf. 
high  price  at  which  they  eftimated  their  fervices.      ^4:^^ 
Difappointment  and  complaint  were  unavoidable     ^53^ 
confequences  of  the  limited  (lore  of  honours  and 
emoluments,    to  which  even  royal   munificence 
was  reftri£ted.     To  moderate  complaints,  to  pre- 
vent   refentful   and.  dangerous  difappointments, 
was  the  only  object  he  could  hope  to  obtain,  by 
the  mod  extenfivediftribution  of  favours;  and  by 
adjufling  them,  in  the  mod  equitable  proportion,^ 
to  the  merits  of  the  perfons  who  were  tofhare 
them. 

A  proclamation,  publifbed  February  the  feven-  Ajip©«-  . 
teenth,  confirmed  all  proteftants  in  the  poffeffion  °*^^JJJi^ 
of  the  offices  which  they  held,  till  his  majefty's  °" 
further  pleafure  was  known }  and,  upon  the 
twenty- firft,  the  lift  of  privy-counfellors  appeared 
in  the  gazette  '.  The  treafury,  admiralty,  and 
chancery  were  all  put  into  commiilion,  in  order  to 
aSbrd  the  king  the  means  of  diffufing  bis  bounty^ 
and  rewarding,  as  far  as  his  power  could  reach, 
the  fervices  conferred  upon  himfelf  and  the  na- 
tion. The  earl  of  Monmouth  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury ;  admiral  Herbert  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty :  The  commiffioners  of  the 
great  feal  were,  ferjeant  Maynard,  fir  Anthony 
Keck,  and  fir  William  Rawlinfon  :  The  earls  of 
Nottingham  and  Shrewfbury  were  appointed  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate  :  The  privy-feal  was  committed 
to  the  marquis  of  Halifax  :  The  marquis  of  Car- 
marthen was  made  prefident  of  the  council :  M. 
Bentinck  was   created  a  peer,     and  appointed 

'  The  privy-council  confiftcd  of  thirty-four  members  :  Few 
of  ihcm  were  lories  ;  of  which  dcfcription  the  principal  ptrfons 
were,  Sancrofc,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  earl  of 
Nottingham.  M*  B^rncinck  was  the  only  foreigner  in  the  li(l  of 
privy-counfellors. 

groom 
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CHAP,  groom  cf  the  ftole :  Mr.  Hampden  was  made  it 
^^J^*^  pTivy-counfellor,  and  one  of  the  commifiroaier^ 
1689.  ^^  ^^^  treafary  J  and  to  him  principally  was  in- 
trufted  the  management  of  nrintfterfal  bufincfe  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  The  courts  ia  Weftmin- 
fter  were  afterwards  filled,  according  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  privy  council,  with  thofe 
perfons,  who  had  exhibited  Iplendid  profeflional 
talents,  in  oppofmg  the  illegal  fentences  and 
xrfurpations  of  the  preceding  reign ;  and  the  na- 
tion rejoiced  in  the  profpeft  of  a  liberal  intcrpre- 
tarion  of  the  laws»  and  a  mild  and  equal  aclmi« 
niftration  of  juftice  *. 
Ofaferra-  Although  the  candidates  for  office  at  the  com- 
tions,  mencement  of  this  reign^  have  been  commonly 
arranged  under  the  two  eftablifhed  parties  of 
Whig  and  Tory,  yet  in  the  lift  of  offices  we  find 
the  names  of  individuals,,  who  cannot,  with 
ftrift  prc^riety,  come  under  either  of  thefe  de- 
nominations. Such  were  the  king's  Dutch 
friends^  with  a  few  of  the  EngHfli,  who  had  rc- 
forted  to  him  in  Holland.  In  their  political  con- 
duft,  they  were  principally  influenced  by  a  per- 
fonal  attachment  to  the  king,  and  fupported  thofe 
meafures  which  were  agreeable  to  his  incfinatibns, 
and  favourable  to  his  authority.  Though  Keppet, 
^  Bentinck,  Zuliftein,  Avaurquerque,  had  not  any 
property  ar  hereditary  intereft  among  theEnglHh, 
yet  the  luperior  confidence  their  matter  repofed  in 
them,  could  not  fail  to  attrad  refped:  and  atten- 
tion from  the  members  of  both  houfes  ;  and  to 
confer  upon  them  a  very  confiderabk  degree  <^ 
influence,  in  the  adminilration  of  national  af- 
fairs. Thefe  may  be  denominated  the  Dutch 
party,   or  the   king's  friends :    They  were  firft 

*  Burnet,  &c. 

coime£ted 
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conneSed  with  due  wkigs,  becaufe  the  balance  of  C  HA  P. 
court  favour  firft  inclined  to  them  j  but  the*  af-  ^^^J^ 
terw&rds  engaged  in  meafures  oppofite  to  the  fyf- 
teni^  and  intereft  of  that  p^rty,  from  a  perfonal 
attachment  to  the  king. 

There  were  alfo,  in  the  lifts  of  office,  fomc 
perfons  concerned  in  the  mbft  obnoxious  mea- 
lurcs  of  the  two  preceding  reigns,. who  never 
had  formed  any  connexion  with-  the  tories,  or 
who    had    deferted   them^    and  contributed,  by 
effentiai  fervices,  to  the  accomptiOiment  of  the 
revolution.      The  marquis  of   Carmarthen  had 
eicaped  from  impeachment  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond,  by^an  interpofition  of  the  preroga^ 
tive,  which  was  confidered  as  an  aggrso^ation  of 
his  guilt.     The  marquis  of  Halifax  had  become 
unpopular,  from  oppoHng  the  bill  of  exclufion ; 
and  was   fufpeAed  of  giving  advice  to  the  king, 
to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  parliaments.    Both  of 
them    had    correfponded    with    the    prince  of 
Orange ;  and  the  marquis  of  Halifax  had  the  un« 
difputed  merit  of  perfuading  the  lords  to  depart 
from    their   favourite  fcheme    of   the  regency, 
which   fo  long  obftruAed  the  fettlement  of  the 
nation.     While  the  promotion  of  thefe  noblemen 
was    confidered     in   an  invidious  light  by  the 
whigs,  it  was  not  approved  of  by  the  tories  *• 


3  It  was  not  till  after  the  diflulutioii  of  the  firft  parlivnrat  of 
Willianiy  that  the  marquis  of  Haiifast  conne^ed  himfelf  with 
the  tories.  The  wh^gs,  defirous  to  confound,  with  the, rival 
fiicliony  every  perfon  whofe  political  condudl  was  unpopular  io 
the  preceding  reigns,  made  unwearied  attacks  upon  the  marquis 
*  of  Halifax,  compelled  hire  to  retire  from  otficei  and  afterwards 
to  throw  himfeif  into  the  arms  of  their  aniagonifts,  though  be 
had  been  Uie  moA  fucctfsful  chanrxpion  in  oppoftng  iha  regency, 
defired  by  the  tories»  and  is  obtaining  the  fettlement  of  the 
c,f  9wn  upon  William,  agreeably  to  the  inclinaiio»  of  the  whigs. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  whig5  held  the  greateft  proportion  of 
^  _^!:  .  offices  in  the  new  arrangements.  The  early  com- 
i68q-  niencement  of  their  fervices,  and  their  zeal  to 
accomplifli  fuch  a  fettlement  of  affairs  as  coin- 
cided with  the  wiflies  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
juftly  entitled  them  to  a  preference  in  the  admi- 
niftration.  The  high  promotion  of  the  earl  of 
Nottingham,  who  headed  the  tories,  announced 
to  the  nation,  that  it  was  not  the  purpofe  of  the 
king  to  profcribe  any  party,  or  decline  the  fer- 
rices  of  any  individual,  qualified  for  public  truft, 
and  willing  to  acknowledge  his  authority.  But 
fuch  an  impartial  diftribution  of  offices,  while 
it  prevented  more  violent  difcontents,  was  at  the 
fame  time  productive  of  great  political  incon- 
veniences. Perfons  afTociated  in  adminiftration, 
and  placed  in  refponfible  offices,  being  alienated 
from  one  another  by  former  animofities,  and 
-  a'ftuated  by  incompatible  interefts,  entered  not 
into  any  previous  concert  about  meafures  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  often  differed  publicly  in  opinion, 
when  thefe  were  brought  under  difcuffion.  Hence 
arofe  procraftination,  inconfiftency,  and  feeblenefs 
in  the  executive  branches  of  government.  A 
concife  detail  of  the  moft  important  debates  and 
refolutions  of  the  convention  parliament,  will 
convey  to  the  reader  the  mofl  authentic  informa- 
tion concerning  the  views,  the  ftruggles,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  different  parties ;  and  the  immediate 
eiFefls  produced  by  the  revolution  upon  the 
revenue,  laws,  and  conftitution,  of  England  *. 

Ihe 

♦  The  convention  parliament  continued  for  two  feiHons : 
Upon  the  20th  Augult,  1689,  it  was  adjourned  to  ihc  2cth 
September,  and  afierwaids  to  the  19th  0<5lober.  It  was  then 
prorogued  to  the  3o!h,  when  it  entered  upon  buHoefs,  and 
continocd,  without  interruption,  to  the  27 th  January  1690. 

TIjc 
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The  king,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  after  CHAP, 
thanking  both  houfes  for  the  confidence  repofed  ^_.^L^ 
in    him,  acquainted  them,  that  the  condition  of    ,gg 
his   allies  abroad,  and  particularly  that  of  Hoi-  King'i 
land,  was  fuch,  that,  without  fome  fpeedy  care,  ^p«cch  in 
they  would  run  great  hazard:   That  the  pofture^^^?°°* 
of  affairs  in  England  required  alfo  their  feriqus  pariia- 
confideration ;    and    that  a  good  fettlement  atment» 
home    was  neceffary,    not  only  for  their  own  '^ch  Fe- 
peace,  but  for  the  fupport  of  the  proteftant  in-  ^^"^T- 
tereft  :    That  the  ftate  of  Ireland  was  fuch,  that 
the  dangers  were  grown  too  great  to  be  obviated 
by    flow  methods :    The  mod  efiedtual  ways  to 
prevent  thefe  inconveniences,  and  to  bring  about 
thefe  important  ends,  he  left  to  them. 

Though  the  condition  of  the  allies  (Iqod  firft 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  yet  a  good  fettlement  at 
home  was  recommended  as  the  mod  eSe£tual 
method,  both  to  advance  their  intereft,  and  to 
maintain  peace  in  England ;  and  therefore  en- 
gaged the  confideration  of  both  houfes,  in  pre- 
ference to  every  other  fubjeft.  By  a  fettlement 
at  home,  his  majefty  was  underftood  to  refer  to 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  revenue,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  defend  his  title  to  the  throne,  and  to  fulfil 
thofe  engagements  to  his  allies,  into  which  he  had 
entered  from  motives  of  gratitude  and  public 
intereft.  This  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  turning  R«ir<Mif 
the  convention  into  a  parliament ;  the  only  con-  f^'  *JJ*^"' 
Ilit^itional  method  of  lupplying  the  demands  of  l,'?^^^^^^ 

tion  into 
The  reader  M\  plcafe  ohferve,  tl»at,  in  giving  an  account  of  a  parii- 
the  builncft  tranfa^ed  in  ibis  parlinmcn:,  1  have  followed  liich  anjeot, 
^n  arrangcmcmasfcemed  moii  proper  10  convey  dillindt  ideas  of 
the  fubje^.     Such  a  period  fomerimcs  intervened  betwem  th.e 
CQmmciKcmtnt  and  conclufion   iV  ihc  fame  bills,  and  different 
mcafures  were  fo  much  coincident,  and  fometimes  inur\vovc:n, 
that  it  was  impoffibic  to  obfcive  ihc  i\n6t  chronolooica!  order, 
without  obfcuricy. 

the 
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the  crown.  A  bill  for  this  purpofe  was  intro- 
duced in  the  houFe  of  lords,  read  twice  in  one 
day,  and  fent  to  the  lower  houfe  '  ;  where  it  was 
evident  the  fpirit  of  party,  as  much  as  the  force 
of- arjgument,  influenced  the  opinion  of  mem- 
befs. 

It  was  aflerted  by  thofe  who  oppoTed  this  bill, 
that  the  king's  writ  of  fummons  was  eflfential  to 
give  exiftence  to  a  parliament  j  that  the.  want  of 
this  qualification  would  expofe  all  their  future 
proceedings  to  be  challenged  as  void  and  illegal  ; 
that  (he  king  himfelf  could  have  no  fecurity  for 
retaining  the  pofleffion  of  the  crown,  bat  by  & 
confirmation  of  the  fcttlement  made  by  the  con- 
vention, in  a  parliament,  affembled  with  a  ftricl 
adherence  to  every  form  eUablifhed  by  law  and 
cuftom  *. 

By  thofe  who  defended  the  bill  it  was  argued, 
that,  confiderlng  how  far  the  convention  had  de- 
parted from  common  forms,  in  order  to  bring  tlie 
public  bufmefs,  and  the  fettlement  of  the  nation, 
to  the  point  at  which  they  ftood,  the  fcruples  now 
*  pretended  appeared  frivolous   and   unfeafbnable, 
and  certainly  did  not  proceed  from  any  cordial 
favour  to  the  new  government.     If  neceffity  was 
an  apology  for  the  irregularities  to"^  which  they 
had  already  yielded,  the  fame  neceffity   ffill  ex- 
iiYed.     The  interruption  of  public  bulinefs    till 
the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament,  by  aflfording  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  renewing  intrigues  and 
exciting  animofiries,  might  undo  all  thofe  me^- 
fures,  in  the   aCcompiifhing  of  which,  fo  much 
labour  and  time  had  been  fpent»    The  ardour  ot 
the  patriot  might  cool,  if  not  ckeriflied  by  fome 
near  objeft  of  porfuit  j  the  combined  influence  oi 

*  Journ.  Lord^,  i8th,  19th  February.  > 

*  Grey's  Debates,  vol,  ix.  p.  8y. 

James 
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James  and  of  France  might  change  the  complex-  CH  A  P- 
ion  of  the  national  reprefentatives,  and  ftop  the  ^^^^^|i^ 
progreis  of  political  reformation ;    and  though     ,5^^  ' 
thefe  caufes  might  not  prevail  fo  far  as  to  overturn 
the  new  fettlement,  yet  they  would  certainly  poft- 
pone  and  diminilh  the  benefits  arifingfrom  it  \ 
Thefe  arguments,  enforced  by  precedents  in  fea-  BiH  palTci 
fofls  of  like  emergency,    preponderated  with  a  for  ihat 
majority  of  the  commons,  and  their  confcnt  was  pufpofc- 
obtained  to  the  bill  for  turning  the  convention 
into  a  parliament  ^ 

The  moft  falutary  change  in  the  conftitution  obferva- 
of  England  at  the  revolution,  was  effefted  by  the  tions  with 
recularions    which    the  commons  adopted  with  ^^-^^r^^""^  ^<* 
relied  to  the  (late  and  management  of  the  public  \^^^ 
revenue*      llie  connexion  between  the  public 
revenue  and  the  temper  of  government,   muft 
appear    an    important   and  inftruftive   fa£t,    to 
every  one  who  carefully  perufes  the  hiftoryof 
Euglftnd.     Thougho  at  an  early  period,  tlie  kings 
of  England  poifeued  a  large  independent  revenue, 
ariHoig    from    patrimonial    demefnes,    taxations, 
and  fervitudes,  yet  thefe  were  far  from  being  ade- 
quate to  the  extraordinary  expences  which  oc- 
curred almoft  in  every  reign.     The  prodigality  of 
a  court,  internal  conv-ulfions,  and   forei'jn  war, 
hai  often  compelled  the  prince  to  own  his  depen-      ' 
dtnce,  and  folicit  the    bounty   of    his  fubjefts. 
The  folicit;ltions  of  the  prince  reminded  the  peo- 
ple of  their  own  importance.     Thsir  difconteuts, 
hitherto  propagated  in  timid  whiQ^ers,  aflumei 
the  bold  drain  of  cotnplaint  and  reiuonilrancj, 
and  dared  to  approach  the  throne  of  thefuppllaiic 
monarch.     Hence  the  redrels  of  grievances  caaie 
to  be  the  ilated  price  of  liberality  to  the  prince, 

'  W<irrInpton'i  Works,  p.  J03. 

'  Joura  Conjiwons,   i(;iij,  2otii  Tebruary. 

and 
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CH  AP.  and  the  people  wifely  calculated,  that  any  incon- 
^^'     venience,  arifing  from  the  prefent  diminution  of 
36^     their  property,  was  abundantly  compenfated,  by 
^''    their  obtaining  fuch  laws  and  regulations  as. con- 
tributed to  its  future  fecurify  and  increafe  **. 

Recent  experience  recommended  the  utmoft 
caution  in  the  difpofal  of  the  revenue.  The  de- 
preffion  of  their  own  influence,  the  open  violation 
of  the  laws,  an  accumulation  of  grievances, 
againd  which  tney  had  not  an  opportunity  to  rc- 
monftrate  while  parliaments  were  laid  afide, 
were  morticing  evidences  of  the  pernicious  effefts 
of  their  ralh  and  irrevocable  generofity  to  the  late 
prince.  **  We  may  date  our  mifery  to  our 
**  bounty,"  faid  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
raons.  **  If  king  Charles  had  not  had  that 
*'  bounty  from  you,  he  never  would  have  at- 
"  tempted  the  things  he  has  done/* — "  I  remem- 
•*  ber,"  faid  another,  "  when  above  an  hundred 
"  ihoufand  pounds  was  given  for  building  of 
•^  (hips,  and  not  one  was  built ;  and  above  two 
"  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  granted  to  fupport 
"  the  triple   league,  was  employed  for  breaking 

•C     if    .0   M 

The  reformation  of  the  revenue,  from  thefc 
confiderations,  appeared  the  capital  point  to 
which  the  attention  of  every  true  patriot  ought  to 
be  ciirecled ;  and  which,  if  it  was  once  compafTed, 
would  enfure  the  redrefs  of  every  remaining 
grievance,  and  the  progreifive  improvement  of 
the  conflitution.  The  moft  perfeft  political  faga- 
city  could  not  forefee  what  abufes  or  grievances 
inigiit  ariie  at  any  future  period,  but  thefe  coulJ 
be  only  tranfient,  if  the  revenue  was  fubjeded  to 
fuch   periodical  expirations,  as  mufl  neceffarily 

^  See  Appendix  I. 
•"  Grey's  Dibates,  vol.  ix.  p.  125. 

render 
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render  the  prince  dependent  upon  the  gratitude  CHAP. 
and  generofity  of  his  people*     As  the  foundation  ^^J^lj' 
of  this  fyftem,  it  became  expedient  that  the  con-    ^g^g 
vention  Ihould  explain  the  precife  extent  of  the 

feneroflty  they  had  already  exerdfed  towards  the. 
ing,    by     putting  the  crown   upon  his  head. 
Some  ot  his   majefty's  friends  were  of  opinion,  opiniooi 
that  the  aft  of  fettlement  conveyed  the  full  pof-  coocero*  • 
feflion  and  uncontrolled  difpofal  of  the  revenue  >ng  the 
annexed  to  the  crown,  at  the  period  of  lung  ^}^^^ 
James's  abdication;  and  itwaa  natural  to  ftip*5bcitl^ 
pofe,  that  the  king  himfelf  liftened  with  partia*  tcouc. 
lity  to  this  opinion '\     When  it  was  moved  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  that  the  revenue  had  ex-^ 
pired  with  the  abdication  of  king  James,  great 
addrefs  was  ufed  to  treat  the  queftion  as  a  point 
of  law^  and  to  exclude  thofe  arguments  of  ex* 
pediency,  which  could  not  faib  to  incline  many 
of  the  members  to  approve  of  the  motion,  if  it 
had  been  fairly  open  to  difcuiCon.     Thefe  per- 
fons  contended,  that  the  revenue  which  had  beea 
conferred  upon  the  late  king,  became  the  inherent 
right  of  the  crown,  and  attached  to  his  fucceiTor^ 
without  any  new  interference,  or  confirmation  by 
parliament.     Others,,  who  profeffed  an  equal  re- 
fpe^b  to  the  authority  of  law,  advanced  an  opinion 
which  rendered  the  royal  income  precarious,  but 
not  in  the  f;^me  degree  dependent  as  if  it  had  now 
expired,  or  been  bedowed  for  a^ihort  or  definite 
period.     They  maintained,  that  the  revenue  was 
fubje£ted  to  the  fame  regulations  with  •private 
property ;  that  having  been  granted  to  James, 
for    the  purpofe  of  governing  during  Ma  life,  it 
could  not  be  alienated  from  that  purpofe,  or  foU 
low  him  after  he  had  deferted  lus  public  truft ; 

* '    Grey's  Debates*  vol.  ix.  p.  109.  1 14. 

Y  but 
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CHAP. but  that,  while  he  liircd,  it  belonged  to  the )ier- 
^^^11:^  fbn  fubflituted  in .  hii  official  ftatci     Upon  the 
168$.     ^v^°^  of  ^^^  death  of  James,  they  ackilowledged 
that  the  revenue  would  revert  to  the  commbns, 
and  might  tfabn  bereguiated,  both  with  reTpe&to 
qbantity  and  duration,  as  the  circumftances  and 
inlerefts  of  the  nation  required  '  *• 
Forme/       ^^^  motives  for  diiTenting  ftoni  thifc  opimons 
abufcsitt  did  not  arife,  merely,  froiii  the  apprdienfion  of 
the  ma-    diftint  or  imaginary  abufes  of  a  revenue  ejtenpted 
*^f*fi"rc.^  from  the  control  of  thie  people.     An  inquiry, 
ftnuc/^'  inftituted  by  the  commons  into  the  ftate.  of  the 
revenue,  and  abufes  iii  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  led  to  dtfcoveries  which  left  it  no  tobger 
doubtful,  from  what  iburces  the  fdrnict  oppreT- 
fions  of  the  nation  had  flow^;   and  denMi- 
ftrated  the  neceflity  of  the  moft  cautious  and  re- 
firi£ted  modifications  of  the  fupplies.  .  Inmi^nre 
fums  of  the  public  money  had  been  waded  in  the 
•profecution  of  grievous  fuits,  in  be^half  of  the 
crown  agaihft  the  fufar|e&    Forty-feven  tboufand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds  had  been 
paid  by  the  privy  feat  to  Burton  an[d  Graham, 
who  had  been  employed  as  agents  for  the  crown 
in  thefe  in£ani(6us  fuits  '\     Ohft  hundred  thou- 
faitd  pounds  had  been  placed  to  the  article  of  fe- 
cret  fervices,  in  the  cdurfe  of  tfafe  bft  ten  years, 
a  period  in  which  the  nation  had  enjoyed  unin- 
Refolu-    terrupted  peace.    Aft^  various  debates,  the  cora- 
tiont  with  mons  found  that  the  revenue  had  expired  '  ^  ;  and 

I  efpedl  to  • 

'»*•  ■*  Grey's  Debmesv  vol.  ix,  p.  109.  114 

' '   Jonrn.  Commoosy  zid  February. 

•♦  This  they  did  in  tffh&f  by  voting  fhat  all  tliofe  branch«>; 
of  tf  e  revenuci  which  were  due  10  t&  reigns  of  C&aHcs  aa«i 
JzTticif  fhould  be  coHtaed  for  the  iffe  Md  ferfice  of  the 
crown,  until  the  24Ch  June  1689;  as  by  law  they  niight  hue 
been  dming  ether  of  thofe  reigns»  with  a  dauTe  to  iodemoify 
fuch  as  had  coUeAcd  any  part  of  the  afdrefaid  brancdes  £Bce 
ihe  3ih  November  i688. 

aftenrardi 
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aftcrwaw  agtced,  that  four  hundred  and  twenty  C  tt  A  P'. 
thoufafld  pounds  fliould  be  given  to  his  majcftyy  ^___^^|;^ 
by  z  monthly   afFcflment,  to  fupply  the  prefent  "^gg. 
exigencies  of  government. 

lite  merit  of  this  important  refolution,  and  Merit  of 
the  fubfequent  regulations  of  feparating  the  civil  f^c  ^^^g^ 
lift  from  the  extraordinary  demands  of  govern-"**^"' 
ment,  o(  appropriating  the  fupplies,  and  of  re- 
viewing the  applicatfon  of  ihem,  are  to  be  afcribed 
principally  to  the  whigs  ' '.     The  tories  boafted 
of  their' oppofnion  to  thefe  rcfolutions,  in  order 
to  fupptant  their  antagonifls*;    and  to  infmuate 
thcmfelves   into  the  good   graces   of  the  king. 
William  was  deeply  mortified  with  the  depend- 
ence  to  which  he  was  fubjeded,  and  his  affedions 
began  to  be  eftranged  from  a  party,  who  appear- 
ed to  have  laid  down  a  plan,  to  revoke  or  impair 
that  dignity  which  their  own  hands  had  created. 

A  fpirit  of  parfimony  lefs  juftifiable,  difplayed  y^^^  ^^f 
itfcif  in  the  vote  of  the  commons,  with  refpeft  the  com- 
to  the  indemnification  of  the  Dutch,  for  the  ex-  mow  for 
pcnces  they  had  incurred  in  equipping  the  fleet,  Ir?^*™""- 
and  providing  other  xieceflaries  for  the  princess  y'^'^^s!  * 
expedition  to  England.     This  fubjeft  had  been 
recommended  to  tne  commons  by  his  majefty,  in 
his  firft  fpeech  after  his  acceptance  of  the  crown. ' 
The  delay   or  Jiegleft   of    bufmefs,    materially 
conneded  with  his  own  honour  and  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation,  gave  him  fenfible  uneafinefs ;  and 
he  embraced  the  firft  opportunity,  in  anfwer  to 
an  addrefs  of  both  houfes,  again  to  recommend 
the  Slates,  in  terms  of  the  moft  preffing  anxiety, 
to  the  protedion  and  gratitude  of  his    parlia* 
I  moit '  ^*    The  final  refolutions  of  the  commoM, 

'<  Compare  fpeechet  of  wbigs  and  torie«,  Grey,  yol.  Ix.  p. 

«>  Joura.  Commons,  8th  March. 

Y  2  extoncd 
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CH  AP. extorted  by  ioiportunity,  feemed  to  violate  the 
^J^ll^  ftria  laws  of  juftice  and  delicacy,  as  the  indem- 
1689.  nification  granted  fell  ihort  of  the  fum  which  had 
been  expended  by  the  Dutch  '  \  Npr  were 
funds  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  of  difchargiog 
this  debt,  till  after  long  delay  and '  renewed  en- 
treaties from  the  king.  And  finally,  when  the 
fpeaker  prefented  the  bill  for  this  purpofe  to  his 
majefty,  ne  mentioned  the  ancient  obligations  of 
the  States  to  England,  in  having  obtained,  by 
her  gratuitous  interpofition,  a  deliverance  no  Ids 
iignal,  than  that  which  England  now  acknow- 
ledged, by  a  remuneration  of  expences  ". 
ITiefe  circumftances  difcover  the  early  commence- 
ment of  that  jealoufy  of  the  Dutch,  which  daily 
increafed  through  this  reign,  and  embittered  the 
life  of  the  king :  while  it  certainly  refledled  no 
credit,  either  on  the  politenels  or  gratithde  of 
the  Englifc. 
Oiiths  to  The  degeneracy  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
govern-  encroachments  made  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
mcot.  .  jg£^^  during  the  two  preceding  reigns,  were  in  no 
point  of  view  more  confpicuous,  than  in  the 
abufes  and  alteration  of  thofe  folemn  religious 
fan&ions,  intended  to  bind  more  firmly  upon  the 
king  and  his  fubje£ts,  the  reciprocal  duties  of 
pirotedlion  and  allegiance.  The  coronation  oath 
had  been  fo  changed  as  to  weaken  the  idea  of 
conditional  and  dependent  authority,  and  to  re- 
move the  mod  folemn  reftrainc  upon  the  confci- 


^*  The  fum  voted  by  parllameot  fell  63,752!.  fliort  of  the 

account  of  expences  given  in  by  the  States.     It  is  aflietted  hy 

a  ory  author,  that  the  Dutch  were  overpaid,  in  the  proportioo 

1S£   4po,oooL    price    of    abdication.       Somers'  Collediofl» 

vol.xi.  ' 

»»  Tindal,  vol.  i.  p.  384. 

ence 
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cnce  of  an  arbitrary  monarch  "  •.  As  the  coro-  CHAP, 
nation  oath  was  adminiftered  only  once  at  the  ^  ^ 
commencement  of  a  reign,  when  the  people  in 
general  are  diffipated  with  public  rejoicings,  any 
alteration  in  the  form  or  exprelfion  of  that  oath 
may  be  fuppofed,  more  readily  to  have  efcaped 
their  obfervation  and  cenfure*  The  corporation 
oath,  as  it  more  frequently  occurred,  fo  it  more 
exprefsly  reminded  them  of  the  growth  and  ufur- 
pation  of  regal  power.  All  the  members  of  cor- 
porations were  bound,  by  the  mod  folemn  obliga* 
tion,  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  king,  or 
thofe  who  were  commiflioned  by  him.  Thus  the 
fubje6t  loft  at  every  hand.  The  oath  taken  by 
James  did  not  engage  his  confcience  in  fupport 
of  the  claims  of  the  people,  while  his  fubje£ls 
were  conftrained  to  refign  all  offices  of  trufl  and 
emolument;  unlefs  they  bound  themfelves  to  fub- 
mit  to  every  inferior  delegation  of  tyranny. 

If  the  protection  and  fecurity  of  the  fubjedl  had  Motions 
been  confidered  in  the  moft  Uberal  view,  it  is  for  a^w**- 
*not  eafy  to  imagine,  how  any  difpute  flioiild  have  *"^  ^^^^' 
arifen  in  either  houfe,  about  the  wording  of  the 
coronation  oath;  but  even  here  the  jealoufy  of 
party  interfered.     William  was  a  friend  to  religi- 
ous liberty,  not  merely  from  political  confidera- 
tions,  but  from  thofe  arguments  which  demon- 
(trate  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  admitting  it,  in 
every  ftate  of  government  and  fociety.      'Fhis 

''  TindaJ,  vol.  i  p.  170.  The  ancient  coronation  oath  wai 
more  fult  and  explicit :  the  king  was  bound  by  it,  not  only  ~~ 
to  maiDtaio  the  laws  and  proted  the  rights  of  his  fubjcAsy  but 
to  abolilh  pernicious  laws  and  cufloms.  See  a  copy  of  the  coro- 
n;itioD  oath,  printed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  BlackAonc's 
Commentariest  book  i.  chap.  vi.  The  following  words  are 
^micularly  worthy  of  attention  : — *<  Et  a  foun  poiair  lez  face 
*'  girder  et  afFcrmer  que  lez  gentcz  du  |ieopJe  avont  faitez  et 
**  cftcizi  r/  lu  ntiJveyt  hy%  ti  cuftumc4  de  ioui  ou/iera.** 

objcft 
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CHAP.  oWcft  he  pujrfued  through  the  whpJc  courfc  trf  his 
,^}l^  life  with  ihflcifible  and  ardent  perfevcrancc  *% 
i6Sq.    ^^  recent  danger,  in  which  proteftaius  of  every 
denomination  had  been  aflbciated  at  the  period  of 
Willi^iin's  acceflion,   prefented  the  nxoft  favour- 
able opportunity  of  gratifying  the  ftroixg  prcpen- 
fity  of  his  mipdy  by  obtaining  fuch  alterations  in 
^  /  •  the  laws,  as  might  render  the  eftabliflied  church 

more  comprehenfive  than  it  had  hitherto  been, 
the  diftribution  of  civil  employments   impartial, 
and  the  indulgence  of  diflenters  as  liberal^  as  ap- 
peared to  be  confiftent  witli  the  fafety  of  govern- 
ment.   When  the  queflioa  of  the  coroaation  oath 
wajB  introduced  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  m$ 
moved  by  Mr.  Hampden,  that  the  claufe  vhidi 
obliged  the  king  to  maintain  the  church  of  £££' 
land,  Ihould  be  exprcfled,  and  qualified  by  fuch 
terms^  as  that  it  m^t  not  prevent  his  confencisg 
to  any  alteration  in  forms  and  ceremonies  ap- 
proved of   by   parliament  *'•     It  was  evtdeat, 
tliat  fuch  a  modifrcation  of  the  /coronatipn  oath 
was  no  lefs  favourable  to  the  power  of  parli^tment, 
than  it  w^s  to  tlie  inclination^  of  the  Kipg«  vhile 
k  provided  tbe  means  of  renK^vlog  thofc  fcru- 
pies,   which  divided  and  weakened  the  protet 
tant  interell  at  home.     In  vain  It  was  urged,  diat 
the  doctrines  of  faith,   founded  upon  divine  au« 
thority,  conftituted  the  effential  part  of  chrifti- 
anity,  which  could  admit  of  no  alteration,  and 
with  refpedt  to  whl(:h  it  was  agreed,  that  no  la- 
titude ought  to  be  granted ;  that  ceremonies,  the 
inveRtion  of  men,  an^l  accommodated  to  mutable 
and  external  circumftances,  pot  only  involved  the 
idea  of  faljibilhy,   but  implied  the  pecpffity  of 

*o  -See  Appendix  II. 

*'  Joum.  ConiniODSi  )5fh,  t^ih  M«rcb. 
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future  ak«;raiioDS  *  *.    Th^  friends  of  the  chotch  C  HA  P. 
of  England  and  the  torics  were  alarmed.    Tbofe,  „J^^^ 
who  wet^  iecretly  difaffe^d  to  the  king,  wer/e    ^^g^ 
happy  tp  thwart  him  in  a  favourite  point.    1  he 
Qriginaly  unlimited  iexpreifions  of  the  coronation 
oath,  were  adopted  by  both  boufes  * ' ,  and  ex- 
cited a.  difmal  foreboding  qf  the  iflue  of  every 
future  attempt  for  the^xtenfion  of  religious  li- 
kriy. 

In  fonfiftency  vith  this  zeal  for  the  aftablt/hed  Porex- 
churdi,  the  commons  refolvcd  to  maintain  the  ^^'^"jjfQj 
{ame  reftri£Uons,  in  the  new  modelling  of  the.di^^nteri 
different  oaths  to  be  impofed  upon  tlie  fubj^^t.  fromOi^ 
The.tefts  required  of  pcirfons  who  were  t6be<e(h 
admitted  into  public  offices  previous  to  the  revo* 
lutipn,  had  risfpefl  both  to  their  political  and 
religipus.princijpies;  the  firft  were  ajfcertained  by 
the  oatKs  of  allegiance  and  fupremac^>  the  fecond 
by  obedience  to  the  teft,  or  receiving  the  lacra^ 
rami  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  church  oi 
fiiglapd.  ^AU  parties  had  .agreed,  that  an  altera- 
tipn  was  requisite  in  (be  criterion  of  pplitical 
faith-  The  oath*  as^it  (Ipod,  not  only  bound  the 
fubjeft  by  iiddity  and  allegiance  to  the  reignjag 
prince,  l^ut  exacted  an  opinion  with  refpe^  tp  his 
.ez<;lu|rive  tjutje  tp  the  crpwn,  by  acknowledging 
hiqi,a$  rightful  and  lawful  king*  If  was  riefolvS^ 
thfr^qre,  to  p/nit  this  clav/e  in  the  Qath,.Mrhicb 
related:  to  ihe  q^aUty  or  bafis  pf  the  rqyal  Autba^ 
rity,  now  more,  than  .ever  liable  to  be  contraVeftedt 
fuid  to  r^tiun.a  fimple  engagement  to  £»ith  jtfi^d^aU 
legiance.  Ibe  oath  of  fupremacy, /eftjibUthoi  in 
tbe  r^gn.of  ifUi^abeth,  had  long  been  cqnAd^red 
^.a;A^tioAal  grieyaQce,  and  all. parties,  whPh^d 
CO-Qper^t$d  to    t^e  .revolution,  :W.«re  v^ri^ualiy 

**  Grcy*8  Debates,  t  jK  ix.  p.  ig-).  200. 
^^.Jourik  Lords  and  Commoos,  6th  and  gtb  April. 

pledged 
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CHAP.  ple<fged  to  abolifli  it.    The  only  remaining  topic 
^_^l-_^  of  difpute  referred  to  the  religious  qualifications 
^5go^    of  the  perfons  who  were  to  be  admitted  into  of» 
fice,  namely,  whether  they  ihould  be  fubjeded  to 
^^         the  teft  ?  In  this  queftion  the  king  had  publicly 
taken  a  fide,  and,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  had 
expreifed   his  defire,  that,  in  fettling  the  oaths, 
room  might  be  left  for  the  admillion  of  all  protef* 
tants  who  were  able  and  willing  to  ferve  him.     In 
cpnformity  to  his  defire,  a  ciaufe  was  introduced 
during  the  dependence  of  this  bill  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  to  take  away  the  necei&ty  of  receiving  the 
facrament  according  to  the  form  of  the  church  of 
England,  as  a  qualification  for  enjoying  any  office 
Unfiicfiers-of  government**.     This  ciaufe  was  rejefted,  nn- 
^^-  der  the  pretext  of  zeal  againft  the  Roman  catho- 

lics, who,  it  was  aiTerted,  could  not  be  diftinguiflied 
from  proteflants,  or  prevented  from  intruding  into 
offices,  by  any  other  method  than  a  fpecific  and 
folemn  expreffion  of  their  conformity  to  the  eftab- 
Itflied  church.  The  conduct  of  thofe  who  oppofed 
the  bill  might,  in  this  view,  have  been  afcribed  to 
toiotives  of  cautious  policy,  if  an  amendment, 
nMch  obviated  the  difficulty,  had  not  met  with 
the  fame  unfavourable  treatment.  It  was  propofed, 
that  everv  perfon  (hould  be  qualified  for  public 
office,  wno,  within -a  year  before  or  after  his  ad- 
ipiffion  to  it,  received  the  facrament,  either  in  the 
church  of  England,  or  in  any  other  proteftant  con- 
gregation.  But  this  amendment,  as  well  as  the 
previous  ciaufe,  was  rejefted  by  a  great  majority 
dfthelprds^^ 
W^U  Compliance  with  a  peculiar  indulgence,  pro* 

^cDccin    p6fed  in  behalf  of  the  clergy,  made  it  evident, 
JjJ^j^JjL  that  a  predominant  parti^ttity  to  the  church,  rather 

**  Joprn,  Lor«ia,  iifiMarcb,  .    . 

'^  ibid-  23d  March. 

thM 


POLITICAL  TRANSACTIONS,    &c  3^9 

than  any  motive  of  poUcyy  influenced  the  refoitt*  C HA  P» 
lions  of  the  lords  with  relpeft  to  the  new  oaths.  .^^^.^"^^ 
The  reception  William  met  with  from  the  digoi*     |^^ 
fied  clergy,  after  his  arrival  in  England,  by  no 
means  correfponded  virith  that  early  and  fpirited 
reiiftance   to  arbitrary  power,  which  began  the 
work  of  the  revolution,  and  encouraged  thofe  bold 
meafures  which  brought  it  ^o  a  conclufion.    Few 
of  the  clergy  of  di(lingui(hed  rank  approved  of 
the  new  fettlement ;  moft  of  the  bifliops  difconti* 
nued  attendance  in  parliament :  archbifliop  San- 
croft  declined  officiating  at  the  coronation.     From 
fuch  ezpreflions  of  their ,  fentiments  and  temper, 
there  was   reafon  to  believe,  that  the  new  oaths 
would  be  as  little  acceptable  to  them,  as  the  ted 
was  to  the  diflenters.    The  king  was  anxious  to 
avoid  proceeding   to  extremes  againil  a  body  of 
men   wfaofe  charafter  s^ttraded   reverence,  and 
whofecaufe  was  ignorantly  blended  with  the  caufe 
of  religion.     Gratitude  feemed  to  juftify  a  (ingu« 
lar,  and  even  perilous  indulgence  to  thofe  who  had 
laid  the  foundations  of   the  revolution,  though 
they  were  afterwards  inclined  to  retard  and  mar  its 
fuperftru&ure.    Time  and  forbearance  might  re- 
move fgruples  which  rendered  them  fo  backward 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  king,  and 
reconcile  them  to  thofe  meafures  of  union  with 
their  diflenting  brethren  which  he  fo  paflionately 
defired.    From  a  regard  to  thefe  confiderations  the 
lords  agreed  to  ^  claufe  in  the  bill,  tirhich,  iuilead 
of  obliging  the  clergy  to  take  the  oaths  under  tho 
penalties  of  law,  left  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Agreed  to 
^g  CO  tender  them  or  npt,  as  he  judged  expedi-  by  the 

m'\  Lords. 

When  the  bill  was  fent  to  the  commons,  the  j^^^  ^ 
?ery  confiderations  which  moved  the  lords  to  (how  the  com* 

mons. 
Jottra.  Lords,  2  2d  April.    Tiiidal,  vol.  i,  p,  185. 

peculiar 
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G  H  AP.  peculiar  favour  to  the  clergy,  .were  converted  ioto 
^^^*     arguments  for  withholding  their  aflent  to  it.     To 
^^g^^    give  Uberty  to  perfbn^  of  iuperior  ftatio^  and  in* 
fluenceto  conipire  a^ainft  government,  witliont 
any  reftraint  from  confcience,  was  repcefented  xo 
be  a  ipecies  of  policy,  inf^ituated  rather  than  leni- 
ent.   If  no  danglers  were  to  .be  apprehended,  &oia 
the  immediate  agency  of  tfaofe  who  were  favoured 
by  this  indulgence,  yet  their  examples  in  declin- 
ing to  take.the oaths,  might  prpd ace  the  mod. per- 
nicious effefbs,  by  excitmg  fcruples  in  the  minds 
of  the  laity;  and  fpreading  difa&ction  to  govern- 
ment *  \     The  lords  demanded  a  conference  with 
the  commons   upon  their  rejeding  this  bill,  but 
finding  them  irreconcilable  to  it,  were  content  to 
obtain  a  xonceffion,  whioh   afforded  the  king  an 
opportunity  of  mixing  knercy  with  judgment. '  lie 
was  empowered  toreferve,  for  any  .twelve  clergy- 
men who  Ibould  be  deprivedfor  reiufing  the  oaths, 
a^thirdpart  of  their  benefices  during  his  plpafnre. 
^^         With  this  amendment. the  bill  for  tihe  oadis  and 
April.       t^  padpsd  both  houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal 

ftflant. 

Bill  f  Mothing  more  ftrongLy  evinces  the  deGr«  of 

comm-     William  to  abolith  religbusand  political  diftin^* 

keii2oi|.     oos,  than  the  variety  of  meaiures  he  devi&d,  in 

order  to  accompltfh  that  end,  and  his  perfeverance 

in  profecutioi^  of  theiq,  notwithftaiidiag  the  fire* 

<)uent  repulles  and  defeats  he  experienced,     Dif- 

appointed  in  bis;  plan  of  raifii^g  proteftant  diffen- 

ters  to  a  capacity  of  civil  employment,  his  only 

hope  was  to  enlarge   the  pale  of  .the  church,  and 

toobtain  fuch  moderate  and  rational  coneeffions 

from  her,  as  might  fubduethe  fcruples  of  the  dif- 

fenters,  and  allure  them  i^to  her  bo^QU    ?or  this 

*'  Grey's  Debates,  yol,  ix^p.  2 5 3.     Joqrq.  Canmoos,  2oih> 
22d  April. 
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POLITICAL   TRANSACTIONS,  &c.  33* 

puTAofe  jt4>Ulof  mimm^  jcdrnprehwUim  was  in-  c  HA  P, 
tuoduced  in  xU*  honk  ^  i(Hid8»  formed  upon  ibe  s^J^^^ 
wodelxif  ibat  i^bJic^  b»d  t>MQ  .pvopofied  lo  allay    i^^^. 
ihe  Jieats  of  par43^  during  sb^.dcpend^ACt  of  tlit    ' 
bxtlof  ^x^luQon*'.    11^  i>rmciple  of  this  mear 
Aire  was  £o  raAio^al  W^  U6$R»I«  Chat  its  ^nemks 
durft  not  bayard  any  i^cact^tpr  loi^e^oa  againftlt^ 
upon  the  foot  of  argumeQt^     A  prdmifwry  que£* 
tion  Jbow^v^r  ^yiftidt  biEtfbfie  .any  f>ragte&  could 
j)e  made  in  this  bill,  aod  Iwolved  d^culties, 
which  afforded  but  unpromifmg  hopes  of  its  ibe- 
ce&    Whp  were  the  fudges  competeiK  to  fpecify 
ihofeconceiTiens,  wl^iiijixiugiitDrudemlyandfafely 
be  offer<ed  upon  the  part  of  :the  eftabliibed  chiirdi, 
for  the  pmrpofe  -of  re^pn^ iUng  and  uniting  che  dif- 
Jeoters  /  An  exclufipu  of  the  laity  was  invidious, 
Aud  not  only  deviated  fruoiai  .the  precedents  ^eftabr 
Jiflied  by  tbp  reformation)  hut  ftmck  at  the  fouii- 
idation  of  ;tbe  protisilant  religion,  wshich  appealed 
■to  theunderftandiAg  pf  mankind  at  large,  as  qua* 
lified  to.dj9cide  cpnf::^ifniQg  tbie  ido&rioes  of  ff^th. 
Npr  werfs  tb^  ^lergy^  if  Abie  i^ufitMefs  wasiconunit* 
ledfolQly  to  itheoi^  wadded  to  :f he  faith  and  cere* 
imoiuies  of  tbe.e(tabUi]i)ed.cburdi9  iikdyto  confent 
to  my  liberal  m^  effedluaJ  tplan  of  union.    Jea- 
hus  of  tb^  favour  qf  tbe  iking*  imany  of  tbeqi 
waited  the  x^fuU  of  tMs  bill  with  a  ^xfpicioos  *vigl- 
lanqe  }  and  ix  m^  believed,  thpt  itbey  would^not 
hav.e  beqn  ^ifl^Usfe^  if  Any  innoyation  upon 
forms,  ^or  4H))y  ^nfltoacbment  uponiheir  authority, 
had  furnifhed  a  pretext  for  making  a  fchifm  in  the 
church*    Indulgpnt  to  their  prej^idijces,  Ae  lords  Fat<mre4 
agreed,  that  the  clergy  alone  fliojuldj.udge. of  thofc^y  *« 
irtiql.es  which  WQ^eitP.bp  propofed  as  a  bafis  of  *^^^* 
iinioQifith.diflefiters  ^ '  • 

*•  Burnet.    Jouijn.  Uord;,  i  ith.Mard). 
»»  Ibid.  4th  April. 

The 
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CHAP.     The  very  day  the  bill  was  fent  to  the  commons, 
^^*      they  refolved  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  be 
^^^^2^  drawn  up  in  terms  which  anticipated  the  difcuifion 
'^^    of  its  merits,  and  fpread  an  alarm  of  the  danger 
of  the  church.     1  hey  thanked  his    majefty   for 
his  repeated  affurances  that  he  would  maintain 
the  church  of  England ;  and  humbly  prayed,  that, 
according  to  the  anciei^t  pra&ice  of  the  kingdom, 
^thc        hewould  be  pleafed  to  fummon  a  convocation   of 
commons.  ^^^  clergy,  to  be  advifed  with  in  eccleiiafticai  mat- 
ters'^. 
Canfciof       ^^  **  ^^  ^^  regretted  by  all  the  friends  of  liberty, 
the  ill  fae-  that  a  variety  of  caufes  contributed  to  difappoint 
ce&  of  the  thofe  liberal  plans  of  religious  union,  at  a  period, 
^***  when  the  recent  fympathy  and  united  fervices  of 

all  his  proteftant  fubjefts,  as  well  as  the  ftrong  de- 
£re  of  the  king,  furniihed  additional  arguments 
for  carrying  them  into  execution.  The  tories  in 
adminiftration,  though  profefling  to  ^  approve  of 
thofe  fcbemes  for  the  extenfion  of  liberty,  yet,  as 
they  were  not  friends  to  toleration  in  their  hearts, 
they  did  not  fupport  them  with  thofe  ftreuuous 
efforts  which  might  have  enfured  their  fuccefs; 
and  it  was  even  fufpefled  that  they  counteracted 
them  by  fecret  influence,  while  the  whigs,  difap* 
pointed  in  their  fcheme  of  engroffing  adminiftra- 
tion,  embraced  every  opportunity  to  (hew  their 
ftrength,  and  exprefs  their  refentment  againft  the 
king,  by  defeating  fuch  meafures  as  proceeded 
from  his  perfonal  inclination,  however  agreeable 

^^^  Joaro.  Commons^  gth  and  13th  A|-ril.  In.  compliaoce 
with  this  addrefs,  the  king  called  a  convocatioay  which  met  next 
feifioo  of  parliament,  on  21ft  NoTerober  1689.  fiut»  in  their 
debates  upon  the  addrefs,  and  other  preliminary  fub^ds,  the 
lower  houic  dtfcovered  fuch  a  fpirit  of  bigotry,  and  fuch  afperity 
cowards  diffenters,  as  made  it  evident  that  they  nev^r  intended 
to  promote  any  plan  of  union  with  them,    fivime;. 

to 
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to  the  general  tenor  of  their  own  principles".    It  C  ^^^' 
is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  the  enemies  to  the  ^^^..^^ 
fcheme  of  comprehenfion  derived  additional  influ-    ,gg^ 
cnce,  from  the  divifions  which  fubfifted  among  the 
diffehters  themfelves.    Independents,  anabaptifts, 
and  more  rigit  preftyterians,  aware  that  (hey 
could  not  come  into  the  church  upon  any  concef- 
fions  which  either  parliament  or  the  convocation 
were  likely  to  vouchfafe,  beheld,  with  an  unfriendly 
eye^  the  progrefs  of  meafures   calculated  to  rend 
and  weaken  their  body ;  and  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  others,  who  were  now  involved  in  the  fame 
inconveniences'*,    Thefe  circumftances  may  ex- 
plain, but  can  never  vindicate,  the  narrow  policy 
of  the  commons,  in  rejecting  the  alterations  in  the 


"  Ralph,  tol.  ii.  p.  7Z. 

'*  From  a  report  concerning  the  proportion  of  the  difFcrent 
religioQs  k&s  after  the  revolution,   it  appears,  that  confojrfiiifb 
were  tO  non-conformt/ls,  as  22f  to  one  :  coiiforinifls  id^papifts,' 
as  1 78 Jl ;  and  ^roteftiiots  to  papiiU.  9s   18^   Pillryipplet  part 
ii.  p..  12.  .      .  . 

Such  difproportion  between  the  number  of  protefiantdKTeoten 
and  the  tnembers  of  the  church,  hardly  appears  confident  with 
the  great  inflaence  of  the  former  in  corporatioos,  before  the  fur- 
render-  of  chanersy  aod  ihe  attention  paid  to .  them  by  king 
James.  This  is  the  more  reniarkable»  as  it  is  obferved  in  the 
above  report.  Ibid.  p.  14.  that,  in  feme  of  the  towns,  the 
*  foreign  protefhmts,  ehteflj,  make  up  the  number  ofdiflenters. 
It  is  not  unreafooable  to  /tippofe,  that  the  perfoat  wht)  were  em-' 
ployed  to  make  the  calculations  were  interefted  for  the  church,- 
•nd  by  do  means  inclined  to  diminifli  the  number  of  its  adhe- 
rents ;  and,  as  the  king  was  anxious  for  extending  indulgence* 
they  might  perhaps  underrate  the  confequence  of  thofe  who 
were  the  objeSs  ot  it.  Some  of  the  northern  counties,  which 
contained  a  great  proportion  of  dtfTenters,  feem  to  have  been 
omitted  in  this  calculation.  In  drawing  up  the  lifts  which  were 
totound  the  reports,  difienters  of  fuhordioate  ftation  would  often 
be  amnged  under  the  religion  of  the  family  to  which  they 
belonged.  Many  families  of  difienters»  in  obfcure  condition, 
were  probably  altogether  over-looked,  and  others  who  con- 
formea  oecafionaJly,  would  be  accounted  complete  conformifls* 

corporation 
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C  H  A  }*.  corpptucbn  a£l,  and  oppofiRg  tbefcberac  of  cott^^ 
^^^"     prdicofion, 

i6S9^  AU  parties,  however,  had  a<:kaowledged  that 
Aadfto-  fomewbat  ia  (be  way  q(  favour  was  due  to  protef* 
leraiton.  taut  difl«&ters.  The  perfecution  they  had  fuffer^^ 
during  (be  reign  of  Charles  the  Secymdi  furniflied 
the  friendft  of  the  revoiutioa  wim  Iom%  of  the 
ftroQgeft  obje^ions  to  arbitrary  governpieat.  Their 
final  r^e^ion  of  the  infidious  indulgences  prof- 
fered by  James  i  their  meritorious  fervicesin  co- 
operating with  (he  church  in  the  work  of  the  re« 
volution^  efilitled  (hem  to  participate  of  the  fniitg 
and  bleffings  of  that  glorious  event.  The  force  of 
tbefe  Gonfiderations  fo  far  prevailed  upon  both 
houfes,  as  to  obtain  their  aflent  to  an  ai£l  for  re- 
pealing the  penal  laws  .to  which- the  diflenters  bad 
been  formerly  fubjeded '  ^ 
Bill  of  in-  However  fevere  the  reftriftions,  ilill  impofed 
demnity.  upon  di^cnters,  might  appear,  they  had  this  ad- 
vantage^ that  they  were  defined  and  notified  ;  the 
perfons  to  whom  they  referred  knew  what  they  had 
to  hope  or  to  fear ;  and  might  calculate  with  pre* 
cifion  the  lofs  to  which  they  were  fubje^ted^  by  a 
rigid  adher^ce  to  their  religious  principles*  A 
long  feries  of  arbitrary  meafures,  in  the  conrfeof 
the  two  preceding  reigns,  had  enlarged  the  lifts  of 
political  delinquents,  who  now,  with  painful 
smxtety,  waited  the  iflue  of  a  bill  of  indemntty  ; 
and  as  their  numbers  were  confiderable,  and  didr 

>i  Jouru.  Lords  and  Commont,  a4th  May  By  this  «A  tbt 
penal  laws  were  aboliihed»  ib  far  a»  related  lo  difietitert  wbeiook 
tbe  oaths  to  the  prcfent  goveromeot.  Diffimtert  cbofen  co  ibe 
offices  of  GonAabley  chiKchwarden,  &c.  who  ferupled  so  take 
the  oaths  required  by  law  for  foch  ^ffioes,  were  permitted  to  cze* 
Gate  them  by  deputies.  Diflfeotiog  jpreacbersi  who  aook  the  oaths 
to  gonromenty  aod  fubfcribed  the  articles  of  tfie  church  of  £d- 
gland,  except  the  j^h,  56th,  and  part  of  the  aoth,  were  «a« 
emptedfrom  the  penalties  Bteotiooed  in  the  fcferal  Aatmta  of 
Charlid  the  Second. 

connexions 
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conttextdn^  dictenfive^  the  queftioti  deeply  affeded  C  If  A  P, 
the  ftate  of  psirtteSg  and  the  intereft  of  goYortt-i  ,^J^!;^ 
ment.  *i«§4* 

Ai  m  te^cAntiotii  <rf  goteratoi^t  proceed  froor 
real  ^  imaginary  dppreffionsy  and  are  acconi- 
plifh^  after  ftruggleb  ii^hich  herghten  the  aiiimofi^ 
ties  nhd  refent^Mttf  6f  cofitendiBg^  parties  f  fb^ 
Qpoii  4ie  tbttitnetittmtnt  of  a  new  governsient^ 
the  greateft  [irddtace  id  tequrfite,  m  feledin^  the 
propet  objedsi  of  hon6ufr  afid  employment^  or  o^ 
iif^ntt  and  p\)i^(hmeiit.    Thoogh  lenity  May 
fbmetinied  Mteti  Hd^dened  aftd  invdterstte  offend^ 
ers,  yet  wheii  eic^rcifed  indifctiminatelyv  it  diC* 
cbi!irag6s  tbefaithftil^  and  removal  oite  ot  the  moft 
poiBiremil  chieck^  upon  the  intf igues  of  ambitioiKi 
men.     I^  woald  have  been  linjuft,  ais  \^i  as  im*' 
politic^  to  have  cotifigned  to  defpair  all  tbofe  per-* 
(dtH  iii  England  wh6  had  beefi,  at  a  dtffance  6f 
time^  o*-  by  fecbndary  agency,  ftained  with  pcAiti* 
cal  iniquity.    Many  6f  them  were^  m  the  line  of 
office,  fubj6£l^d  to  the  brdeti  of  fopetiors^  and 
refttkitied  from  offi^ring  their  opinion  ehr  advice^ 
concefmng  thofe  meafurei  in  which  they  were 
compelled  to  ad.     Some  of  them  teftified  their 
dtTap^robatloh  of  deedi  of  violence  which  they 
had  tK>t  poWer  to  prevent.     Others  had  retired 
frorti  ofBcCj  ftung  with  remorfe  for  the  wrong 
fteps  ii^tb  \^hteh  they  hsid  be^h  feduced  $  and  bad 
in  Ib'me  me^are  made  an  atoftiement  to  the  public, 
by  rheir  zeal  and  activity  in  the  great  work  of  ha*- 
tknial  deliverance^    To  teplore  the  genuine  mo* 
tives  of  actions  in  a  period  of  tumult  and  conteft ; 
to  kfcefti^  ptecifely  the  gradations  of  guilt,  or 
theM^it  and  demerit  of  iinlividti^ls,  and  to  ch'aw 
die  VHit  of  diftm^lioh;  ^as  a  taflt  attended  wich 

manifeft  danger  to  government,  and  unavoidably 

HaMe  to  gre&t  partialky  and  millake. 

Tfce 
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CHAP.     The  natural  inclination,  and  found  poliqf  of 

^  J^^'     the  kingt  rendered  him  extren^ely  anxious'  to  oI> 

1689?^  tain  an  indemnity  upon  a  broad  foundation^  and  in 

The  kiBg  erery  view  more  liberal  than  what  Was  approved 

•■jcious     of  by  thofe,  who  were  firft  attached  to  his  intereft. 

"^'^       Portbis  purpofe  heexpreflfed  his  earned  defire,  by 

a  meflage  to  both  boufes  of  parliament^  to  obtain 

^  .         an  a&  of  general  pardon  and  indemnity,  that  his 

Match*     people  might  be  delivered  firom  the  reproach  and 

penalties  to  which  many  of  them  were  liable. 

The  king's   meflage,  according  to  form,  was 
acknowledged  with  an  addrefs  of  thanks ;  yet  how 
little  the  commons  were  difpofed  to  comply  with 
it,  appears,  both  from  the  firft  fteps  with  which 
they  entered  into  the  bufinefs,  and  the  various  dif- 
Uk  April,  pates  and  delays  which  retarded  its  progrefs.  Upon 
the  report  of  his  majefty's  anfwer  to  their  addrefs 
of  thanks,  they  appointed  a  revival  of  the  com- 
mittee empowered  to  inquire  into  the  authors  and 
advifers  of  grievances.     A  more  untoward  omen 
of  the  future  fuccefs  of  the  bill  could  not  have  oc- 
curred^ for  it  was,  in  effed,  collefting  difficulties 
and  obftrudipns,  calculated  to  entangle  and  per- 
plex them,  in  every  ftep,  towards  the  objeA  of 
the  king's  recommendation.    And  accordingly  we 
find,  that  the  fame  difficulties  which  embarnified 
the  houfe  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  one  thouiand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  notwithftanding  many 
intervening  debates  and   refolutions,  were  recapi- 
tulated, without  any  diminution,  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  January,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 

Different    ^^^7**- 

plaos  of  I'bG  inoA  important  queftion  which  occurred  in 
proceeding  the  courfe  of  the  debates  on  the  bill  of  indemnity, 
Mihi»bilJ,related  to  theplan  of  regulating  the  exceptions ; 

^  Compare  Journ.  of  C«maroBS,  and  Grey's  Debatei,  foL 
ia,  p.  24^.  538. 

for 
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or  drawing  the  line  of  reparation  between  the  ob-  C  H  A  P. 
jedks  of  mercy  and  of  punilhment.  Whether  was  _^^^1;„^ 
it  mod  expedient  to  begin  with  the  exception  of  j^g^ 
crimes,  or  of  perfons  ?  In  the  former  cafe,  it  wjvs 
propofed  to  drfcribe  fuch  crimes  as  ought,  defer v- 
edly,  to  exclude  the  perfons  convided  of  them 
from  the  Ijenefit  of  the  indemnity.  It  was  eafy  to 
forefee  that  this  plan  of  proceeding,  though  re,com- 
mended  by  the  appearance  of  equity  and  imparti- 
ality, would  be  produftive  of  fiich  a  variety  of  fu- 
ture dtfputes,  and 'of  fuch  delays,  as  mufl  in  a 
great  meafure  fruftrate  the  very  purpofe  of  the 
bill.  Confidering  the  various  prejudices,  interefts, 
and  connexions  of  the  members,  of  both  houfes, 
it  was  not  likely  that  they  would  be  brought  to 
adopt  the  fame  fland^rd  of  guilt,  or  to  agree  in 
fpecifying  the  crimes  which  were  to  be  placed  be- 
yond the  re^ch  of  mercy.  But  fiippofing  this  dif- 
ficulty to  be  furmounted,  and  the  houfe  brought  to 
an  agreement  with  refpeft  to  thofe  crimes  which 
were  to  be  excepted,  the  moll  deteftable  confe- 
quences  would  afterwards  enfue  from  theinveftiga- 
tion  of  proof,  and  the  application  of  guilt.  Into 
what  unplealant  difcoveries  might  thefe  unwarily 
betray  them  ?  The  bufinefs,  conduced  upon  this 
plan,  would  become  an  engine,  which  every  party 
by  turns'  might  employ  for  the  gratification  of 
their  refentments,  and  the  ruin  of  their  enemies. 
Inftead  of  fetting  the  hearts  of  his  majefty's  fub- 
jefts  at  eafc,  it  would,  prolong  the  gloomy  period 
of  fufpence,  propagate  fufpicion,  and  multiply  the 
odious  badges  of  divifion.  It  was  compared  to 
failing  in  the  wide  ocean  without  a  a  compafs ;  and 
to  wandering  in  an  immenfe  foreft  where  no  path 
was  marked,  to  cheer  the  hope,  and  guide  the 
fleps,  of  the  bewildered  traveller^  \ 

1 5  Grey't  Debates,  ▼ol.  ix.     LeU€r  to  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
nent,  Somer^'  Colledioo. 

Z  Such 
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CHAP.    ^Such  as  were  friends  to  the  bill  propored,  that 
^*-      the  houfe  Ihould  immediately  proceed,  to  fpecify 
tdsT"  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  the  indemnity.     There  was  no 
occafion,  it  was  obferved,  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
more  tedious    procefs   of  conviftion   by   proof. 
Some,  like  Cain,  carried  about  with  them  promi- 
nent features  of  guilt  and  felf-condemnation.     By 
excepting  a  few   notorious  offenders,  public  jus- 
tice would  be  fatisfied  :  minifters  and  their  agents 
wQuld  be  overawed,  and  the  ftrength  of  all  parties 
united,  to  repel  the  hoftilities  of  France,  brought 
home  to  their  very  doors  by  the  invafion  of  Ire- 
land'^ 
Thcwhigs     The  jealoufy  of  the  whigs  rendered  them  unwil- 
Jealous  of  Hng  to  gratify  the  king,  by  confenting  to  a  mea- 
the  king,  f^^^^  calculated  to  increafe  the  number  and  influ- 
ence of  their  competitors.     They  began  to  per- 
ceive, that  it  was  necefTary  to  have  better  fecurity 
for  maintaining  their  pre-eminence,  in  power,  than 
the  merit  of  their  political  fyftem,  or  the  priority 
of  their  connexion  with  the  king.     Contrary  to  his 

3^  King  James  landed  at  Kinfale  with  about  5000  Frcoch 
troopsy  entered  Dublin  on  the  7th  May»  and  fammoned  a  meet- 
ing of  parliament.  For  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
parlian)CDt,  fee  chap.  xii. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  James,  moft  of  the  protcftants  and  friends 
to  the  revolution  retired  to  Londonderry,  where  they  fuAained  a 
ficgc  of  three  months,  and  exhibited  examples  of  condoft,  ra- 
'  lour,  and  patient  enduring  of  calamities,  exceeded  by  notbiog 

in  the  annals  of  ancient  or  modem  nations.  AdmiFal  Herben 
had  the  worft  of  an  engagement  with  the  French  fiect  off  Ban- 
II y  Bay,  30th  Aj>ril  1680 ;  fcveral  merchant  fhips  were  taken  by 
nht  French.  The  army  afterwards  itnt  to  Ireland,  was  very  ill 
furnished  with  proviHont  and  clothing ;  and  moft  a£  the  regi- 
ments were  deficient  in  their  complement  of  men.  1  facfe  ibis* 
fortunes  occafioned  great  murmuriog  in  the  nation,  and  were 
often  introduced  in  both  houfes  of  parliament.  See  Joum. 
Lords,  I  5th  «nd  18th  June.  Joum.  Commons,  ifthandi6tb 
NuxLinbcr.     Grey's  Debates,  vol.  ix.  p.  421.  44i-6»7»8.  4B0. 

generous 
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generous  pur{^ofe,   they  endeivoured  to  pervertCHAP. 
the  bill  into  an  inllrument  of  publifhing  guilt,  of  ^^Jj:.,^ 
multiplying  political  difqualifications ;  andreduc-     ,53^,  • 
ing  the  number  of  their  rivals  for  power.     Thus, 
inlteadof  proceeding  directly  upon  the  bill,  they 
called  for  the  reports  of  the  feveral  committees  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into   public  grievances.     The 
ftrainof  debates  into  which  the  confideration  of 
thefe   unavoidably   led  them,  and  the  refblutions 
founded  upon  them,  tended  every  day  to  augment 
the  lift   of  exceptions.     They   feemed   defirous, 
not  only  to  debar  from  a  capacity  of  employment 
their  antagonifts,  who  were  not  yet  inverted  with 
it  J   but,   by  reviving  political   queftions,  which 
had  been  the  occafion  of  great  difturbances  in  the 
preceding  reigns,  they    hoped  to  accomplifti  the 
difmiflixm  and  difgrace  of  fome  of  thofe  who  held 
the   principal   places   in  the  prefent   adminiftra- 
tion^ '.     No    interceffioB   or  recommendation  by 
the  king,  had  any  influence  in  moderating  the  tem-* 
per  of  the  commons,  or   promoting  difpatch  in  obfirafi 
this  bufinefs,  in  which  he  was  fo  deeply  interefted.  the  bill. 

The  aft   of  fcttlement,  and  the  bill   of  rights,  . 
equally  inter  eft  ing  to   the  king  and   the  fubjeft,  j^^g^^j 
canie  under  th^  confideration  of  both  houfes,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  feffion.     No  alteration  or  im- 
provement was  propofed,  with  refpeft  to  the  bill  of 
rights,  the  nioft  important  of  thefe  fubjefts ;  but, 
wkh  regard  to  the  aft  of  fcttlement,  amendments 
were  fuggeftcd,  which  firft  opened  to  the  illuftri- 
otts  houfeof  Hanover  a  remote,  and,  as  time  has  ^ 
evinced,  no  illufive  profpeft  of  the  crown  of  En- 
gland.    In  the  courfe  of  debates  in   the  lower 
houfe,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  fafety  of  the  pro- 
teftant  rdigion  required  a  farther  extenfion  of  the 

"  Journ.  Commoasy  29th  May;  4flT,  8th,   i6rh,  and  iSrh 
June  ;  iftand  I5lh  J^ily.   Grey's  Debaus,  ¥ol.  ix.  p.  224.  538. 

Z  2  fucceffion 
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CHAP.  fucce(HoQ  to  the  crown ;  and  it  was  moved,  that  a 
.^^-      claufe  fliould  be  introduced,  to  prevent  the  ad  of 
*"^        fettlement  from  being  hurtful  to  the  intereft  of  any 
proteftant  prince^*.     This  amendment    was  re- 
jefted  by  the  commons.     When  the  bill  was  under 
the  confideration  of  the  lords,  it  was  moved,  that 
the  duchefs  of  Hanover  fhould  be  placed  in  the 
M  i  nfor  f^cceffion  after  the  princefs  Anne'  '•     To  this  the 
naraingthc  houfe  agreed,  but  when  the  bill  was  returned  to  the 
ducheis  of  commons,  it  occafioned  a  keen  debate^  "^ ;  and  was 
Hanover    rejefted  by  the  conjunflion  of  parties,  who  feldom 
*^^     '  coincided  in  the«fame  meafures.     The  tories  with 
r  el  usance,  and  in  compliance  with  neceffity,  had 
confented  to  a  deviation  from  the  direft  li^e  of  fuc- 
ceflion ;  by  eftabliihing  the  right  of  the  prefent 
king  and  queen,  and  of  the  princefs  Anne ;  bm 
the  nomination  of  the  duc^iefs  of  Hanover,  paiSng 
by  other  families  more  nearly  allied  to  the  blood 
royal  of  England,   was  a  fadriBce  which  they 
thought  no  expediency  required ;  and  which  feemed 
to  erafe  the  foundations  of  hereditary  monarchy. 
With  the  rejeflion  of  this  claufe,  fuch  of  the 
whigs,  as  leaned  to  republican  principles,  concur- 
red, though  they  were  moved  to  it  by  motives  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  which  influenced  the  tories.   The 
former  were  well  pleafed  to  believe,  that  by  de- 
parting from  the  next  fuccefTor,  at  the  revolution, 
they  had  given  a  deep  wound  to  monarchy ;  and 
referved  for  their  pofterity  the  profpeft  of  abolifc- 
ing  it,  if  the  extinction  of  the  families  named  in 
the  bill  fhould,  in  future  time,  render  the  fuccef* 
fion  ambiguous  and  controverted.     The  united  in- 
fluence of  thofe  two  patties  defeated  all  the  argu- 
ments employed  by  the  lords,  in  the  courfe  of  dif- 
ferent conferences,  to  perfuade  the  commons  to 

3*  Ibid.  p.  237* 

3»  Journ.  Lords,  25th  May. 

*•  Grey'i  Debates,  ?oU  ix.  p.  34.5.  351. 

adopt 
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adopt  their  amendments  ♦'.      After  the  birth  ofC  HAP. 
the  duke  of  Glocefter,  the  lords  departed,  with-      ^^• 
out  any  lacrifice  of  dignity  or  confiftency,  from    ,53^ 
that  claufe  which  related  to  the  duchefs  of  Han-  ayih  July. 
over ;  but  by  an  amendment,    which  excluded 
papifts  from  the  fucceflion,  the  profpeft  and  claims 
of  her  family  to  the  crown  of  England  were  pro- 
moted ;  and  with  this  amendment  the  bill  paffed 
both  houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal  aflent. 

The  introdudion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  in  EfTeasof 
the  line  of  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of  England,  ^''^  "*®- 
may  juftly  be  coniidered,  on  account  of  its  near  ^*°°' 
and  remote  confequences,    as   one  of  the  mod 
memorable  events  which  occurs  in  the  hiftory  of 

'  this  reign.  By  this  meafure,  the  duke  of  Han- 
over was  feparated  from  the  intereft  of  France, 
to  which  he  had  formerly  adhered,  and  the 
ftrength  of  the  grand  alliance  was(  augmented. 
England  engaged  in  foreign-  wars  with  an  eager- 
nefs   (he  never  could  have  felt,  and  carried  her 

*  interference  in  foreign  politics  to  an  excefs,  into 
which  (he  never  could  have  run,  if  (he  had  not 
(irft  anticipated,  and  afterwards  experienced  the 
influence  of  this  intimate  connexion  with  a  con- 
tinental prince.  By  the  profped  and  contingen- 
cy of  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion,  a  new  influence 
was  introduced  into  the  political  fyftem  of  Eng- 

^'  Lords'  Debates,  voi.  i.  p.  $S^t6,  Lord  Rochefter,  no- 
torioufly  attached  to  the  hereditary  faccediony  managed  the 
cooference  in  behalf  of  the  lords,  to  perfuade  the  commons  to 
confcnt  to  the  nomination  of  the  daohefs  of  Hanover  in  the  bill 
of  fucceffion.  He  had  fallen  under  the  fufpicion  of  the  king, 
for  the  part  he  had  aded  during  the  interregnum.  Clarendon's 
Diary,  joth  May  1 690.  He  was  anxious  to  recover  the  king's 
faTOur,  by  his  zeal  for  a  meafure  which  was  fo  much  defired  by 
him.  h  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that,  in  this  and  other  in- 
Aances,  the  tories,  both  as  individuals  and  as  a  party,  what- 
ever their  private  inclinations  were,  eminently  coptribnted  to 
promote  the  Hanoverian  fucceiEon.    « 

land. 
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GH  A  P.  land,  ^bich  powerfully  operated  upon  tbe  tern* 
^^J^^^  per,  the  conduS,  and  the  intereft,  of  every  party. 
1689.     Eftimating  their  fecurity  from  popery  as  the  firll 
national  bleffing,  the  people  clung  with  fond  at- 
tachment  to  the  fucc;5ffion   of   a   family    dillin- 
guilhed    by  their  zeal  for  the  proteftant    faith- 
The  tendency  of  public  meaiures  to  promote^  or 
pbftruft  the  aft  of  fettlement,  was  the  (tandard 
which  regulated   popular  opinion,    and   marked 
out  for  praife  or  xenfure  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  were  afcribed.     To  this  ftandard,  whigs  and 
tories,  in  oppofition  or  iii   power,  amde  the  ap- 
peal for  the  purity  of  their  intentions ;  and,  ia 
both  fuuations,  were  inftrumental  in  contriving 
jneafures    which  ftrengthened  the   aft   of  fettle- 
ment.    But,  as  fuch  nieafures  were  known  to  be 
confonant  to  the  principles  of  the  whigs,  and  in- 
confident  with  the  prejudices  of  the  tories,  the 
former   gained  credit  and  popularity,,  while  the 
latter  only   blunted   the  edge  of  oppofition,  by 
their  endeavours  for  maintaiiiing  the  proteflaotl 
'  jrucce0ion.     Upon   the  fame  grd\inds,  the  whigs 
acquired  the   confidence  of  the  family,    which 
entertained  fo  near  a  profpeft  of  the  throne  ;  and 
this  xircumftance  encouraged  their  aftivity,  in* 
icreafed  their  influence,  and  fecured  to  them  un- 
'  rivalled  fuperiprity  under  the  reign  of  the  priacaj 
of  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 
Mcafurcs       The  fubjefts,  y^rhich  have  been  already  treated 
of  parha-   jj^  jj^jg  chapter,  came  under  the  confideration  of 
adopted    parliament,  according  to  defign  and  expeftation ; 
to  extra-   and  were  effential  and  connefted  parts  of  the  po- 
ordinary    Htical  fyftem,  fuggefted  by  the  fituation  of  the 
•^^"Hr      kingdom,  and  the  condition  and  intereft  of  par- 
ties, at   the  revolution.   .  Therp  were  extraorJi- 
nary  and  ijnforefeen  occurrences,  which  demand- 
fed  the  immediate  and  ferious  deliberation  of  the 
pational '  pouncil,   and  produced  important  and 
•   ' '  •    '  I  ■  ■  permanent 
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permanent  efFefts  upon  the  political  ftatc  of  Eng-  CHAP, 
land,  ^^• 

The  new  government  had  not  long  cxifted,  ^^^ 
when  events  of  a  threatening  nature  endangered 
its  (lability.  Several  perfons  of  diftindion  were 
apprehended,  upon  the  ftrong  prefumption  of 
their  having  entered  into  a  confpiracy,  to  replace 
James  upon  the  throne.  A  mutinous  difpofition 
had  appeared  in  the  army  :  One  regiment  refift- 
ed  the  king's  orders  to  embark  for  Holland  j 
and  purfued  their  march  towards  Scotland,  ex- 
pefting  to  be  joined  by  others,  equally  difaf- 
fefted**. 

The  king  found   himfelf  particularly  embar- 
raffed,    with  refpeft  to   the  proper  methods   of 
proceeding  againit  the  perfons  apprehended  under 
the  fufpicion  of    confpiracy.       If  he  fliould    fet 
them  at  liberty,   his  perfonal  fafety,  and  that  of 
the  government,    muft   be  expofed  to   extreme 
danger ;  and  fhould  he  either  detain  them  in  prt- 
fon,  or   exaft  exceffive   bail,  he  mull  incur  the 
cenfure  of  breaking  the  laws  he  came  to  defend. 
He  afted  with  as  much  prudence  as  circumftances 
would  admit ;  and,  by  a  meffage  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  referred  himfelf  entirely  to  their 
advice  and  direftion.     The  houfe  of  lords  agreed  ^^^^^^* 
upon    an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  majefty,  for 
taking   into   cuftody   fufpefted   perfons.     A  bill 
was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  fuf- 
pending  the  habeas  corpus  for  the  fpace  of  three  xhe  ha. 
months,  and  quickly  paffed  through  both  houfes.  beas  cor- 
Though  this  meafure  was  con  drained  by  the  moft  P"»  ^"^ 
glaring  neceflity,  yet  it  did  not  efcape  the  fe.P^°^®^- 
vereft  cenfuf e ;  and  the  king  was  reprefented  as 
having  already,  in  the  courie  of  a  fewr  months, 

♦*  Keonet,  vol.  iii. 

6ffeae4 


344  THE    HISTORY    OF 

C  H  A  P.  effected  a  deeper  encroachment  upon  the  liberty 
\,^,^^L^of  the  fubjeft,    than  what  had  been  attempted 
1689.    either  by  Charles  or  by  James  *'. 

The  difaflfeftion  of  the  army  was  the  caufe  of 
introducing  a  more  ,  memorable  innovation  into 
the  conftitution  of  England.  The  excellence  of 
the  criminal  laws  of  England  arifes  from  this 
circumflance,  that,  while  they  are  fufficiently 
vigorous  for  the  protedion  of  the  ftate,  and  of 
the  rights  of  individuals,  excefs  of  punifbment 
is  prevented,  and  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  trials 
.are  fo  fair  and  deliberate,  that  they  can  hardly 
be  \uefted  to- the  deftrudion  of  the  innocent, 
or  the  gratification  of  defpotic  refentment. 
Where  no  force  is  likely  to  interfere,  by  obftruft- 
ing  juftice,  and  difturbing  the  order  of  govern- 
ment, fmall  inconvenience  can  arife  from  the  delay 
pf  punifhment,  till  every  t:ircumftance  is  invefti- 
gated,  to  remove  even  the  fhadow  of  doubt, 
jconcerning  the  guilt  of  the  perfon  upon  whom  it 
muft  falL  But,  with  refpeft  to  crimes  which 
proceed  from  coUedive  bodies  of  men,  the  pub- 
lic fafety  requires  a  more  compendious  procedure, 
and  more  fevere  punifhment.  Ulie  multitude  of 
offenders  emboldens  the  profligate,  and  produces 
the  mod  outrageous  and  extenfive  mifchiefs. 
This  obfervation  may  be  applied,  with  (lill  greater 
propriety,  to  a  clafs  of  men,  who  are  placed  in 
a  fituation,  which  renders  their  attachment  to 
one  another  more  firm,  their  combinations  more 
eafy  and  imperceptible,  and  their  power  more 
.  a£tive  and  formidable,  than  that  of  any  other 
^Jjjj*"'^'rank,  or  body  of  citizens.  Difaffedion  in  an 
army,  if  it  does  not  meet  with  an  immediate 
check,  muft  inevitably  overpower  all  refiftance, 
and  fubvert  the  conftitution.     Such  are  the  prin- 

♦'  gurnet. 

ciple3 
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ciples  iK^hich  juftify   the  inftitution  of   martial  CHAP, 
law,  and  that  barfh,    though  perhaps  neceffary  ^?I;^, 
difcrimination  between  the  military  body  and  the     ,^ 
civil  members  of  the  ftate,    introduced  by  the 
mutiny   bill  ♦♦.      Such  however  is  the  jealoufy 
of  the  legiflature  for  the  prefervaiion  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  that  as  the  mutiny  bill   was  at  hrtt  a 
cdnceilion  to    neceflity,    fo   the  fame  necefiity, 
though   not  aftually  exifting,    is   dill  fuppofed, 
upon  every  renewal  of  it,  and  its  duration  limited 
to  one  year. 

'Ihe  adherence  of  Ireland  to  the  intereft  of  SupjJiet 
James,  fupported  by  the  afliftance  of  France,  j^"*' 
called  for  extraordinary  fupplies ;  which,  how- 
ever, were  granted,  with  fuch  limitations  as  were 
extremely  mortifying  to  the  kiilg  ;  while  delay, 
mifmanagement,  and  ill  fuccefs,  in  that  quurter, 
laiForded  the  difcontented  inexhaultible  topics  of 
complaint  and  acciifation  againft  thofe  whom  hia 
majefty  had  intruded  with  the  diredion  of  pub- 
lic affairs  *  * . 

The  regulations   adopted  by   this  parliament.  View  of 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  finances,  deferve  to  be  remem- 1*^?  ^^Pji 
bered  with  gratitude  and  praife.     They  retrenched  th"°^*. 
the  redundancy,  and  abolifhed  the  independence  venue^ 
of  the  revenue,  wl.ich  had  proved  both  a  temp- 
tation and  a  fcre^  to  tyranny,  in  the  late  reign. 
They  calculated  the  expences  of  the  military  and 
naval  eftablifhments,  in  the  time  of  peace,  and 
modified   the    fupplies  in   proportion   to   them. 
They  feparated  the  civil  lift  from  the  extraordi- 
lury  articles  of  expence,  and  reduced  the  firfl  of 
them  confiderably  below  what  had  been  enjoyed 
by  kLqrg  James.    To  inculcate  ceconomy  and  fide- 

♦♦  Blackftonc,  vol.  i.  p.  414. 

^'  Journ.  Commoos,  Juoe  and  July,  pafliaii. 

lity 
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CHAP.  Hty  in   the  future  management  of  the  revenue, 
^^^^  they  ordered  profecutions  to  be  carried  on  againft 
1689.    thofe  who  had   been  found  guilty  of  abufe  and 
peculation  ♦'^. 
Severe  The  difficult  efcape  of  the  nation  from  popery, 

laws  with  and  the  dread  of  confpiracies,  may  be  confidered 
'h^^R^  ^^  ^^  ^^  apology  for  many  refolutions  and  a6ls  againrt 
■man  ca-    ^^^  Roman  catholics,  which  favoured  too  much 
flMlics,     of  a  revengeful  and  perfecuting  fpirit.     It  muil 
ftill  be  deeply   lamented,  that  narrow  views  of 
religion,    or    circumflances    Angularly    perilous, 
fliould  have  throw,n  fliades  upon  a  period  of  hifto- 
ry  fo   brilliant,  and  fo  delightful  to  the  liberal 
mind.     To  the  honour  of  king  William  it  ought 
to  be  mentioned,  that  be  exerted  his  utmoft  influ- 
ence to  rcprefs  this  violent  temper  ♦ '  ;  and  even, 
at  the  hazard  of  lofing  his  popularity,  refufcd  to 
execute  feverities  againft  Roman  catholics,  urged 
by  the  parliament. 
Oppref-  *      Agreeably  to  the  reports  of  their  committee, 
fionsfn-    the  commons    inveftigated   the   moft   notoriou; 
veftigansd.  grievances    and    abufes,    in   the  two  preceding 
reigns.     They  entered  into  a  minute  examination 
of  the  agents  and  judges,  who  were  inftrumental 
in  arbitrary  meafures,  and  illegal  fentences.    Re- 
folutions of  cenfurc   were  paffed  againft  feme; 
others  were  committed  to  prifon,  and   profecu- 
tions were  ihftituted,  in  order  to  bring  them  to 
condign  punifliment.     Arbitrary  fentences  wcie 
revcrfed,    illegal  attainders  repealed,  exorbitant 
pLedrcflcd.  fines   remitted,  and  compenfations  were  made  to 
the  families  of  thofe  who  had  fuffered  the  ex- 
treme efFefts  of  arbitrary  malice  **• 

♦*  Journ.  CommonSi  paflim. 

♦7    Appendix  II. 

**  Journ.  Lords  and  Commons,  paffini,  particularly  25'^ 
February,  i5rh  and  i6th  March,  ift  April,  22d,  23d  a^i 
29th  May.  The  attainders  of  lord  Ruflcl,  Algernon  Sydrr. 
Cornifh,  and  Alicia  Lyfle,  were  revcrfed :  Uaics  was  i-* 
charged  from  prifon,  and  a  peofion  fetded  upon  him. 
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The  reader,  who  wifhes  to  be  fully  informed  of  C  HA  P. 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  during  the  two  preceding  ,^^^^^ 
reign$,    and  of  that  weight  of  oppreffion  with     ^^gg 
which  it  was   overwhelmed,    ought   carefully  to  Reflec- 
perufe,  not  only  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  ^i^oj. 
grievances,  but  the  petitions  reprefenting  to  par- 
liament the  fufferings  of  individuals,  occafioned 
by  the  unwarrantable  proceedings  and  cruel  fen- 
tcnces   of  the  courts  of   law.      Subornation  of 
witneffes,  packing  of  juries,   the   debarring   the 
accufed  from  the  means  of  defence,  the  overbear- 
ing menaces  of  judges,  the  elaborate  perverfioh 
of  evidence,  a  favage  fporting  with  calamity,  ex- 
orbitant fines,  cruel  and  arbitrary  fenlences,  the 
fevereft  penalties    of  law   infiifted   upon  fcanty 
proof,  to  gratify  the  pique  or  refentment  of  a  ty- 
rannical prince  *  ^  ;  thefe  convey  to  the  mind  a 
more  precife  and  affefting  conception  of  national 
.  mifery,  than  what  is  excited  by  fpeculating  upon 
the  confeq\iences  of  new  claims  of  prerogative, 
and  the  unconftitutional  religion   of  the  prince. 
It  is   unn^^cefl'ary   to  attend  the  apologies  for  the 
pegleft  of  forms,   in  order  to  vindicate  the  expe- 
diency of  the  revolution.     Feeling  quickly  and 
powerfully  perfuades ;  we  feel  anew  that  irrefiftible 
pecefTity,  which  conftrained  all  parties  and  Orders 
of  men,  to  feek  for  refuge  and    deliverance  by 
whatever  means  it  could  be  obtained.    Indignar 
tion,  fympathy,  congratulations,  by  turns  agitate 
the  mind,  and   eftablifh,  in  the  hearts  of  every 
T^ell-informed  citizen,  a  monument  of  gratitude 
to  thofe  illuftrious  patriots,  who,  under  heaven, 
were  the  inftruments  of  refcuing  their  cotempora- 
yies^nd  pofterityfrom  the  yoke  of  defpotifm. 

« 
*^  Wamtigton.     Joom.  Lords  tiid  Commons,  i^hOflober, 
1 2th  and  19th  November.     Trials  of  Lille,   Cornifh,  Pridciiux, 
»od  Devonthire. 

Many 
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Many  of  the  examples  of  oppreflion  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  were  occafioned,  either  by  the 
^^^r*^  inftitution  of  courts  unknown  to  the  conftitution, 
or  by  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  having  ex- 
ceeded  their   powers,   and   perverted  the   laws, 
'  which  ought  to  have  been  their  rule  of  judging 
and  puni(hing.     By  the  bill  of  rights,  fuch  courts 
and  fentences  were  declared  to  be  contrary  to  the 
confiitution.     To  extend  the  fame  equal  difpenla- 
tion  of  juftice  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the 
court  of  marches  in  Wales,  in  its  very  conftitu- 
tion  favourable  to  arbitrary  power,  was  aboliflied. 
Courts  of  confcience,  which  had  been  found  to 
afford  a  cheap  and   fpeedy  courfe  of  obtaining 
juftice,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  commercial 
interefl,  were  eftablilhed  in  moft  of  the  confider- 
able  towns  in  England  ^  ^. 
j^j?  The  unanimity  and  alacrity  with  which  both 

tcHoto*""  ^o^f^s  feconded  the  views  of  th&  king,  by  enter- 
the  king's  i^g  into  war  with  France,  exhibiteci  a  ftriking 
views  of   example  of  the  temper  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and 
war  with  g^yg  5ij.(ij  jq  j^  fyilem  of  politics,  which  had  pro- 
'"^*'     duced  the  moft  interefting  events  in  the  hiftory  of 
England  fince  the  period  of  the  revolution.     It  is 
fomewhat  extraordinary,    that  a  jealoufy  of  the 
^         Dutch,  fo  predominant  among  all  parties  upon 
every  other  pccafion,  did  not  ftiew  itfelf,  by  fug^ 
gefting  objedions  to  a  meafure  principally  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  refentments  and  interefts.     It  might 
alfo   have   been  expected,  that  individuals,  en- 
dowed   with    penetration  and   integrity,    would 
have  require^   time  to  deliberate  maturely  upon 
a£Fairs  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  that  they  wouki 
immediately  have  forefeen  embarraifments,    ac- 
cumulation of  expences,  and  the  feeds  of  future 
contefts,  to  be  the  confequences  of  interfering  fo 

>^  Jouro.  Lorflls  and  Commons,  paiEm. 

deeply 
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deeply  in  continental  interefts.  So  far  from  being  CHAP, 
ftaggered  with  any  of  thefe  apprehenfions,  they  ,  ^^* 
ruihed  with  ardour  into  the  plan  of  foreign  war ; 
and  though  often  diftruftful  of  the  king,  wh6n 
there  was  no  reafon  to  withhold  their  confidence, 
they  teftified  the  fuUeft  approbation  of  the  alii*- 
ances  he  had  made,  without  examining  the  me- 
rits of  them,  and  engaged  to  fupport  him  with 
their  lives  and  fonunes  in  profecution  of  the  war 
againft  France,  without  fpecifying  any  particular 
conditions  to  reftrain  his  inclinations,  or  limit 
their  own  generofity  ' ' . 

The  conduft  of  parties  on  this  occafion  can  be  ObferTa- 
accounted  for,  only,  by  that  deep  and  inveterate  "on«- 
antipathy  againfl:  the  French,  which,  from  an 
early  period  of  hiftory,  forms  a  confpicuous  fea- 
ture in  the  charafter  of  the  Englifh  nation. 
That.antipathy  had  been  increafed  by  the  reflraints 
which  fettered  its  exertions,  even  when  it  met 
with  juft  provocation,  under  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,' unnaturally  partial  to  the  interefts  of 
a  rival  kingdom.  1  It  was  inflamed  to  the  higheft 
pitch  by  a  dread  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion ; 
and  it  now  found  full  fcope  under  the  aufpices  of 
a  monarch,  whofe  ruling  palfion  was  the  fame. 
A  deep  and  cordial  fympathy,  in  this  fmgle  point, 
firft  united  William  and  the  Englifh  nation,  and 
afterwards  preferved  that  union,  notwithflanding 
an  oppofition  of  prejudices  and  humo\irs,  which 
often  threatened  its  diffolution.     By  the  volun- 

^ '  Jour.  Commons,  March,  April,  July,  pafllm.  AddrdTes 
of  both  houfes,  24.th  and  25th  April.  War  was  declared 
tgainft  France  by  England,  7th  May  1 689.  7  he  United  States 
had  declared  war  againfl  France  by  their  manifefto,  icth  Odlobcr 
i688»  containing  their  reafons  for  affifling  the  prince  of  Orange 
in  his  expedition  to  £ngiand.  Spain  declared  war  agwofl 
Prance  3d  May,  and  the  ekdor  ot  firandeoburg  13th  iipril, 
1689. 

tary       , 
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CHAP,  tary  confent  of  the  parliament  of  England,   to 
^^^*      enter  into   his  foreign  connexidhs,  and  to  take 
t6Sq7^  the  lead  in  the  war  againfl  France,  the  fondeft 
wilh  of  William  was  gratified.     They  who  con- 
demn continental  connexions,    and  lament  the 
profufion  of   blood  and  treafure  of  which  they 
have  been  produftive,    ought  to   recolleft,  that 
they  were  the  price  which  England  paid  for  the 
revolution,    and  to    balance  their  worft   confe- 
quences,  they  ought  to  fet  over  againft  them,  the 
freedom,  the  profperity,    and   the  glory,  which 
were  the  fruits  of  that  event.  ^ 

Sing"'  ^^  ^'^  ^^^.  '^^^^  nothing  more  of  thehiftory 
between  of  this  parliament,  than  that  it  had  feated  Willi- 
the  king  am  upon  the  throne,  and  complied  with  the  lead- 
and  the  jjjg  principles  of  his  political  fyftem,  we  (hould 
^  ^*'  hardly  have  fufpeSed,  that  it  could  have  failed  in 
more  trivial  inftances  of  obfequioufnefs,  or  that 
he  (hould  have  found  it  expedient,  and  even  ne« 
ceflary,  to  put  an  end  to  it  by  a  premature  diffo- 
lution,  ^  But  the  obligations,  conferred  upon  the 
king  by  the  afcendant  party  in  the  honfe  of  com- 
mons, were  too  important  to  admit  of  that  refpeft 
and  deference^  which  he  thought  neceflary  to 
maintain  perfonal  dignity  and  independent  autho- 
rity. It  is  found  in  the  private  intercourfs  of 
life,  that  nothing  tends  more  to  render  individuals 
negligent,  and  deficient,  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
more  important  focial  duties,  than  any  confufion  or 
ambiguity  in  the  relations,  upon  which  thefe  du- 
ties  are  founded.  That  the  child  owes  obedience 
to  the  parent,  and  the  private  citizen  fubjedion 
to  the  magiftrate,  are  axioms  of  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  of  politics.  But  if  accidental  circuro- 
ftances  have  perplexed  the  rules  of  fuperiority 
and  fubordination,  or  turned  the  balance  of  obli- 
gation againfl  the  fcale  in  which  it  ought  natu- 
rally 
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rally  to  preponderate,  the  claims  of  fuperiority,  CHAP, 
intricate  and   difputable,  ^xe  anfwered  with  re-  ^^^.^^il, 
luftant  and  referved  obedience.     While  the  con-     j^gg^ 
vention   recognifed  William  as  their  fovereign, 
it  was  not  poflible  for  them  to  forget  that  they 
had   put  the  crown   upon  his   head,  or  to   fet 
bounds  to  their  demands  for  favours  from  a  per- 
fon,  who  owed  fo  much   to  them.     While  the 
whigs  were  difappointed  of  that  engroiling  influ- 
ence in  the  councils  of  their  prince,  which  they 
thought  due  to  their  meritorious  fervices,  they 
were  not  retrained  by  the  fplendour  of  his  an- 
cient  and   hereditary  dignity,    from  betraying, 
upon  particular  occafions,«  expreflions   of  ill  hu- 
mour and  rudenefs,  which  offended  the  feelings 
of  the  king,  and  effaced  the  impreffions  of  their 
firft  fervices  to  him. 

The  whigs  did  well  in  their  plan  of  reforming 
the  revenue,  by  diftinguilhing  its  branches,  ap- 
propriating the  fupplies,  and  reviewing  the  appli- 
cation of  them ;  but,  in  their  progrefs  in  this  bu-  - 
finefs,  they  fom^times  adopted  refolutions  which 
implied  a  dillruft  and  jealoufy  of  the  king.  The 
fum  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift  was  not  only 
penurious,  confidering  how  much  it  had  been  an- . 
ticipated,  but  it  was  limited  to  the  duration  of 
one  year,  while  a  revenue  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum  was  afligned  to  the  princefs 
Anne  for  life  '  *-  In  vain  did  the  king  exert  his 
utmoft  influence  with  individuals,  and  the  queen 
ufe  the  moft  earneft  felicitations  with  her  fifter, 
to  prevent,  or  at  leaft  to  poftpone  a  meafure, 
which  they  confidered  as  hurtful  to  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  the  union  and  dignity  of  the 

'^  Journ.  Commons^  i6th  March,   17th  July,  9th  Auguft, 
and  3oih  December. 

royal 
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CHAP. royal  family  *'.     The  meafure  began  with  the 

,   jf^     tories ;  but  it  could  iifit  have  been  Carried  into 

1689.    effeft,  if  it  had  not  been  fecretly  alliftedy  and, 

in   public,  but  feebly  oppofed,    by  the   whigs; 

and  their  behaviour,  in  this  inftance,  fo  incon- 

fiftent  with  their  profeffed  refolutions  of  ce(!ono« 

my,  and,  before  they  had  yet  fettled  the  revenue 

-x>f  the  crown,  was  believed  by  the  king,  to  flow 

from  a  direft  intention  to  affront  and  mortify 

him  '♦, 

From  thefe  fymptoms  of  the  temper  of  the 

ruling  party,  the  king  had  no  reafon  to  exped 

either  liberal  fupport,    or   great  fuccefs,  in    the 

profecution  of  a  foreign  war,   though  he  entered 

into  it  with  ttie  approbation  of  his  parliament. 

The  to-    The  flattering  promifes  of  the  tories,  made   to 

rics  flatter  him  while  his  mind  was  chagrined  with  the  mor- 

the  king    tification  he  received  from  the  whigs,  excited  the 

with  pro    ,  r  °  1 

mifes  of   hope  of  more   generous  treatment,  and  a  more 

morege-    propitious  iflue  of  his  affairs  '^     In  the  mean 

Dcrous      while,  the  animofity  of  parties,  and  the  difagree- 

treatment.  ^^^^^  ^f  ^jjg  members   of  adminiftration  among 

Jealoufy    themfelves,  had  advanced  to  fuch  a  criiis,  as  em- 

ofminii.   barrafled  and  obftrufted  the  progrefs  of  public 

^"         bufinefs.     We  have  already  feen,  in  the  debates 

Swm-^      and  refolutions  concerning  the  bill  of  indemnity, 

(elves.      that  oblique   infmuations   were    pointed  againft 

perfons  who  filled  the  highed  minifterial  ftations. 

Thefe  were  afterwards  brought  forward  in  the 

form  of  an  open   and   direOi  attack,  not  only, 

.^s    might  naturally    have  been  expeded,   from 

members  of  oppofition,  but  from  thofe  who  were 

themfelves  in  place.    Mr.  Howe,  vice-chamber- 

^  3  Condud  of  the  Duchcfs  of  Marlborough,  p.  54, 

*  ♦  Burnet. 

*>TiDdaJ. 

lain 
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lain  to  the  queen,  propofed  an  addrcfs  for  re- CHAP, 
moving,  from  his  majefty's  prefencTe  and  counfels,  v_^^^" 
fuch  as  have  been  impeached  by  parliament,  and     ,53 
betrayed  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  referring  to 
the  marquis   of   Carmarthen,    prefident  of   the 
council,  and  the  marquis  of  Halifax,  keeper  of 
the  privy  feal  **.     The  carl  of  Nottingham,  to- 
gether with   the  marquis  of  Halifax,  was  alfo 
pointed  at  by  another  motion,  for  addreflfmg  his 
majefty,  to  difmifs  from  office  thqfe  perfons  who 
had  accepted   of  a   commillion   from   the    late 
king,  to  treat  with  the  prince  of  Orange  after  his 
arrival   in  England.     Great  pains  were  taken  to  . 
trace  the  misfortunes  in  Ireland,  and  particularly 
the  abufes  in  the  vifbuallingoffice,  to  the  mifcon- 
dwd   of  the   marquis   of  Halifax,  to  whom  that 
department  was  committed  ^\     It  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  find,  in  the  worlt  of  times*,  more  virulent 
refieflions  agarnft   the  prince  and  his  minifters, 
or^more  lamentable  complaints  of  the  condition 
of  public  aifairs,  than  what  occur,  at  this  period, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  the  (late  of  the 
nation  ' '.     Neither  did  a  fenfe  of  common  dan- 
ger reconcile  minifters  to  each  o^her,  or  promote 
a  temporary  and  external  union,  to  enable  them 
to  refift  the  (hock  of  oppofition  under  which  all 
of  them  were  ftaggering ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  contented  to  bear  the  fmart  of    wounds, 
which,  they  hoped,  might  prove  mortal  to  their 
antagonifts.     Carmarthen,  Nottingham,  Halifax, 
though  partners  in  power,  reciprocally  animated 
with  jealoufy,   were  privately  ufmg  their  influ* 

**  Tindal,  vol.  i.  p.  377- 

>'   Journ.  Lords  and  Commoos,  pa/Em. 

'•  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  ix.  paillni. 

A  a  ence 
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CHAP,  tnce  to  fupplaDt  each  other  in  tke  co&fideAce  of 
.^_^^  th^king  '\ 

jgg  If  th«  whigs  had  becft  contented  with  a  flow 

ILngroifing  and  gvadual  extindion  of  the  infiuence  of  the 

fpirit  of    rival  party,  they  might  lohg  have  heW  a  fuperior 

the  whigs.  fl^j^j^  jjj  ^^  emoluments  of  ofiice,  and  in  the  di- 

reflion  o£  public  a&irs,  and  at  lad  would  pro* 

bably  have  attained  to  the  exclufive  property  of 

adminiAratioQ,      Irritated  becaufe  the  king  con- 

fulted  with  the  tories,  and  elated  wkh  the  m^ 

preffion   they  had  already  made  by  their  attack 

upoa   lord    Halifax,   who    had   refigned  all  bie 

offices,  they  now  pu(hed  hoftilities  with  increafing 

arFogance  and  violence,  in  order  to  render  their 

vidory  complete  and  fecure  againft  any  reveffe 

of  fortune.     All  this  they  hoped  to  accomplifh^ 

by  introducing  a  claufer  in  the  corporation  ad, 

CUufe  in-  calculated  to  annihilate  the  political  influence  of 

troduced  ^h^jf  adverfarieg.     Every  perfon,  who  had  any 

corpora-    Concern   whatever  in  the  furrender  of  charrcrs, 

cion  aa,    "wsa  declared  incapable  and  difabled,  for  the  fpaxie 

intended   of  feven  years,  to  bear  or  execute  any  office,  or 

*?  ^'^' ..    place  of  truft,  a^  a  member  of  fuch  refpedive 

elude  the  f    J  i_         l  %.     '^ 

tories  "^"y  corporate,  where  he  was  a  member  at,  or 
from  pow- before,  the  time  of  making  fuch  furrender. 
cr.  This  claufe  was^  carried  by  a  great  majority  in 

PafTes.  ^^^  houfe  of  commons  ;  and,  what  was  more  un- 
expeded^  it  obtained  the  approbation  of  the 
l^rds  ^^ 

.  The  king  wasiiow  reduoe^.to^the  neceffity  of 

taking  at  bold  and  decifive  il«ep.     The  hopetand 

fears  of  two  contending  fa^on»  refted  upon  his 

•     refolution.     They   vied  with   each  other   in  the 

diligence  of  their  applications,  and  the  liberality 


.    '5   Rcreiby. 

*  *^  2d  and  loih  January   1690.      Grey,  rol.  ix.  p.  51c. 

Lo  Js*  Debates,  voL  i.  p.  398. 

of 
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of  their  promifes.     But  the  prizes  for  which  they  CHAP, 
contended  were  unequal.     The  one  fought  only  ,^^2^^;;^^ 
the  chance  of  power,  or  to  prefeive  the  capacity     jgg^^ 
of  being  admitted  to  it :  the  other,  a  monopoly, 
or  exclufive  poffeffion  of  it%     Nor  was  the  alter- 
native of  equal  cohfequ<5nce  to  the  king.     The  The  king 
quertion  was   riot,  whether  he  fliould  prefer  one  embar- 
party  to  another,  but  whether  he  (hould  maintain  *^*^^**- 
the  power  of  a  preference  or  a  choice.     If  he 
etafcnted  to'  the  bill,  he  filrrendercd   into  the 
haftd«   df  the  \Wiigs,  dhe  of  the  fnbft  important 
bfrjlrfch^i  of  his  prerogative,  the  free  eleftion  of 
his  fervants.    He  confulted  with  his  confidential 
friends ;    he  was    perplexed   and    agi  ated :    he 
pondered  in   his  mind  a  defperate  purpofe.     He 
tfioiighf  of   ffcliftquffliing   a  digiiify    u*hich    h& 
feinid   cuifrtf^rfome  afld  dirtrefsful.      St  at  laft 
fixed  iipait  ih6  refofufiofi  of  diffolvifig  the  p^fli'- 
aiTteri^**^     The  parfiam&rit  wa^  pf6r6g(led  oh 
the  tx^cnty-feVtJfttfr  of  January,  to  tHfe  fecond  of  , 

AffU:  oti  the  ftxtfi  of  PcbfuaYy  i^  was  diffolved  J;^^^^^^^ 
By  pToclai!ii^ti6rl  •    ind  a  ri^\V   parliaihent  fum-  li^nnent. 
mbtitd  t6  ttife'et  oti  the  t^ventiith  of  lilarcli,  oiie 
tTrotxfarid  fi±  Hrrfixlferf  arid  ninety. 

*"   Burn*     Letters  of  I'remjmd'WiiHofrt.     I^lryitiiyic, 
Af,  part  it*  p  ^0. 
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APPENDIX      I. 


Obfervations  upon  the  Connexion  between  the  State  of  the 
Revenue  and  the  Temper  of  Government.'— Progreffive 
Improvements  in  raiftng  the  Hupplies^  tending  to  the  En^ 
largement  of  Liberty*  / 


CHAP. 'TT^ HE  large  revenue  of  the  crown  after  the 
XI.       J^    Norman  conqueft,  arifing  from  the  great 
Appbn-  number  of  manors  retained  by  William,  rendered 
.^_J^^^.  him    and  his  immediate  fucceflfors  independent 
1689.    upon  their  people  ;  and,  confequently,  abfolute 
Obfenra-   and   uncontrolled  in  the  exercife  of  iheir  prero- 
tioas  on    gative.     After  the  temper,  as  well  as^  the  laws  of 
ncxUm'    theEngUfli,  were  completely  fubdued,  and  almoft 
between    every  idea  of  the  Saxon  conftitution  obliterated, 
the  (late    a  variety  of  circumdances  contributed  to  over- 
6f  the      J^,.Q   jhe  independence  of   the  crown;    and  to 
«dthc     f^gg^^  ^^  ^^^  barons  the  defire  and  opportunity  of 
temper  of  extending  their  privileges, 
fovero-         While  the  foreign  dominions,  derived    from 
«nc««-       the  conqueror,  involved  his  defcendants  in  perpe- 
tual wars  upon  the  continent,  the  lapfe  of  time, 
and  a  coalition  with  the  interefts  and  habits  of  the 
Englilh,    rendered  the  pofterity  of  the  Norman 
barons   lefs   mindful  of    the   conditions,  upon 
which  their  fathers  had  obtained  their  pofl'ei&ons, 
in  England;  and  lefs  zealous,  about  defending 
the  rights  and  prerogatives  6f  their  fovereign,  in 

a  country 
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t,  country  with  which  they  themfelves  were  nowife  CHAP, 
conncaed,  either  by  aflFeftion  or  property.  A^Pts- 

The  transfer,  and  fubdivifion  of  manors,    ren*     j„x. " 
dered  the  claims  of  the  crown   to  the  military  K^y^nU 
fervices  of  thofe  who  poflfeflfed  them,  more  intri- 
cate and  difputable.    The  comrnutation  of  mili* 
tary   fervices   into  fcutages  and  pecuniary  aids, 
though  at  firft  more  profitable  to  the  prince,  in- 
fpired  the  notion  of  a  voluntary  contribution,  af- 
terwards excited  the  expeftation   of  being  foli- 
cited,    and,   in   the  progrefs  of  thefe  ideas,   of 
making    a    bargain,    and  fpecifying  conditions, 
upon  which  their  benevolences  were  fufpended. 
The  parliament,    upon  the  confirmation  of  the 
great  charier  by  Henry  III.,  granted  him  a  fup- 
ply  ;  and  the  king  iflued  writs  to  the  (heriffs,  to 
enforce  the  obfervance  of  the  charter ;   but,   at 
the  fame  time,  to  fliow  that  it  was  a  bargain, 
he  excepted  thofe  who  did  not  pay  their  fupply. 
Hume,  vol.  ii.  p.  9.     When  the  fame  prince  a^in 
demanded  a  fupply  of  his  parliament,    he  was 
upbraided  for  not  having  fu'fiiled  his  engagements 
to  them,  and  therefore   refufed.     As  no  prince 
was  more  engaged  in  war  than  Edward  I.,  and 
more  fre(|Uently  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
bounty  of  his  fubjedls,  fo  no  prince,  before  or 
(ince  his  reign,  did  more  for  the  improvement  of 
the  conftitution,  or  the  advancement  of  liberty. 
The  laws  were  new-modelled,  and  juftice  more 
regularly  and  impartially  difpenfed.    fiut  the  molt 
memorable  political  event,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
I.,  and  that  to  which  we  trace  every  fubfequent 
improvement,  was  the  extending  the  reprefenta* 
tion  of  the  people,  by  introducing  a  new  order 
of  men   into   the  national  council.     The  leiTer 
barons,  originally  tenants  to  the  greater,  became 
independent  and   refpedable.      The   boroughs, 
4  emancipated  from  the  oppreiQon  of  the  barons, 

by 
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C  H  A  ?.  by  regal  charters,  began  to  draw  fome  /hare  o 
j^^*  ^  the  wealth  of  the  nation  tp  themfelves,  by  tha 
„,^  '  culture  of  manufadures   and  commerce.     From 
V— V —  their  profjperiiy  Edward  derived  new  fources  of 
fupply.    He  mvited  them  to  attend  m  the  great 
council  of  the  nation ;  and,  by  the  honour  ^d 
confequence  he  conferred  upon   them,    alluved 
them  to  contribute  to  the  increafc  of  the  revenue- 
Hume,  vol  ii.  p  89,  90,  &c.     Hurd^s  Dialogue«« 
vol.  ii.  p.  1 60. 
Progrcf-        The  hiftory  of  the  rev^ue  exhibits  a  view  of 
fjveim-     the  progreffive  civilization  and  U))erty  of  the  pea- 
nienr  f  P'^  ^^  England.     The  commutation  of  feud^, 
tailing  the  *nilitary  fervices  into  money,  or  i^^  was  th?  con- 
revenae,    fequenCe  of  incre^fmg  wealth ;  and  contributed 
tending     to  the  common  advantage  of  king  and  people, 
irraemcnt*  ^^^  moiiey,  which  the  king  received,  procur«l 
of  liberty.  ^  warlike  force,  fuperior  in  difcipUneand  fti;ength 
to  what  he  could  have  drawn,  from  the  muftef 
and  fervices  of  his  military  tenants.     Security 
from  the  avocatioi^s  ,and  interruptions  of  wv 
encouraged   induftry    an.d  application  to  VMmr 
fedures  and  trade,  which,  in  progrefs  cS  tim^, 
promoted  a  more  rapid  circulaUPA/  and  mp;e 
general  diffulion    of    w^th-      Their    wealth* 
arifing  from  coijnmerce,    arts,    and  tine  fubdivi- 
fion  of  property,  railed  to^  confequence  a  body  of 
men,  who  before  had  hardly  been  deemed  worthy 
of  the  notice  and  proxe&ioa  of  the  fayerdg?. 
The  commons,   invited  ta  the  council,  and  ii\- 
vefted  with  power  and  privileges,  in  return,  co»- 
trib^ced  in  large  proportion  to  thie  wants  of  ^be 
crown,'  and  the  feivices  of  the  public. 

There  are  ibine  impo];tan,t  clia^ge^,  with  r^- 
fpeSt  to  the  pixblic  revenue,  which  have  ha^peufd 
at  different  periods,  and  which  are  particuJ^ly 
deferving  ol  attention,  oa  acco.uDt  of  tlK.i;r  >#- 
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fluence  upon  the  conftitution  of  the  government,  ^  HA  P. 

afid  the  manners  of  the  people  in  England.  Apetn^ 

Henry  IL,  finding  the  inconvcniencies  of  the     on. 

eudal  iafti'tations  in  the  time  of  a  foreign  war, ' — v— ^ 
imf)ofed  a  duty  or  fcutage  for  each  knight's  fee, 
upon  the  eftates  of  thofe  prelates  who  were  bound 
to  mUitary  fervicc».  This  example  was  followed 
by  his  fucceffors :  fcutages  were  afterwards  ex- 
tended and  more  frequently  repeated,  till  military 
fervices  were  entirely  difcontinued.  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  Hiilary  of  the  Revenue,  vol.  i.  p.  54. 

A  fecond  important  revolution,  in  the  revenue 
and  conftitution  of  England,  was  effected  by  the 
meafure  of  £dward  L,  already  referred  Co,  viz. 
his  fummoning  with  the  lefler  barons,  the  depu^ 
ties  of  towns  and  boroughs,  to  attend  upon  paf- 
liameot^  and  to  contribute  voluntarily  to  the  exi> 
igencies  of  the  ftate*  This  was  a  great  example, 
at  an  early  period,  of  the  connexion  between 
taxation  and  reprefentation  -,  and  though  often 
violated  by  the  arbitrary  exactions  of  his  fuccef- 
fors,  yet  the  precedent  was  remembered  and 
urged  by  the  commons,  as  their  undoubted  right, 
as  often  as  the  weaknefs  or  neceflity  of  the  crown 
afforded  them  a  propitious  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing it  forward.    Ibid.  p.  70. 

The  third  important  alteration,  with  refpeft  to 
the  revenue,   happened   at    the  reHoration,  and  n 

confifted  in  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  rights, 
ftill  refcrved  to  the  crown.  A  perpetual  excife 
upon  ale,  beer,  &c»  was  given  to  it,  inRead  of 
the  incidents  of  wardfhip,  marriage,  livery,  pur- 
veyancc.  This  gave  the  laft  blow  to  feudal  op-  . 
preffion,  and  contributed  in  an  eminent  degree  to 
the  liberty  and  relief  of  the  lubjeft.  At  the  fame 
period,  all  arbitrary  exaction  of  taxes  was  dt^ 
clared  illegal,  and  aboliflied*     Ibid.  p.  1 86. 

In 
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In  this  (late  of  things,  the  fubjeft  had  attained 
to  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  influence,  and 
the  income  of  the  crown  became  more  dependent, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  lefs  precarious.  Some 
part  of  the  revenue,  namely  the  excife,  was  made 
hereditary ;  the  cufloms,  tunnage,  and  poundage, 
were  alfo  bellowed  for  the  king's  life.  That  part 
of  the  revenue  which  was  hereditary,  and  given 
in  commutation  for  the  ancient  property  of  the 
crown,  was  now  drawn  from  fixed  and  dated 
{burces ;  and  delivered  the  crown  from  the  great 
inconveniences  which  attended  a  revenue  fub- 
jcfted  to  cafualties,  fuch  as,  livery,  wards,  &c. 
knd  delivered  the  people  alfo  from  the  weight  of 
oppreflion,  af  which  the  feudal  prerogatives*  were 
produftive. 

jUpon  greater  emergencies,  which  gaveoccafion 
to    extraordinary    demands,    the  crown,   at  all 
times,  had  reforted   to  the  bounty  or  free  fupply 
of  the  fubjects  who  pofTeiTed  property.     But  ftill, 
in  thefe  inftances,  the  power  of  the  fubjefts  con- 
fided, rather  in  a  previous,  than  fubfequent  con- 
trol.    They  might  refufe  money  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance ;  but  when  they  had  once  granted  it,  thcj 
had  little  power  or  influence  in  directing  the  ex- 
penditure of  it.     It  was,  however,  thought  un- 
generous to  withhold  fupply,  when  it   was  de- 
manded by  the  crown,  upon  a  plaufible  pretext 
or  urgent  occafion.      Thus,  after  Charles   had 
obtained  grants  for  public  fervices,  he  often  mif- 
fpent,  or  alienated  the  money.     Large  fums  were 
bellowed  in  penfions  to  members  of  the  commons, 
to  retain  them  in  the  intereft  of  the  crown.    In- 
cjuiries  were  infiituted  by  the  parliament,  to  dif- 
cover  thefe  abufes  ;  and  to  chailife  thofe  perfoDS 
who  were  the  authors  or  abettors  of  them.     And, 
becaufe  thefe  inquiries  were  eluded  and  defeated, 
future  fupplies  were  denied,  even  in  inftances 

where 
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^'heie  the  houfe  of  commons  feemed  bound  in  C  H  A  ?• 
honour  to  grant  them ;    as  particularly,  after    .  ^['  ^ 
they  had  prompted  the  king  to  enter  into  war      ^^^' 
with  France  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fii^  hundred 
and  feventy-eight.     It  remained  at  the  revolution, 
to  advance  one  ftep  farther  in  the  power  of  inter* 
faring  with,    or  regulating,  the  public  revenue, 
viz.  not  only  to  grant  it,  but  to  apply  it ;  or  to 
fpecify    the   particular  articles   of  expenditure. 
Nothing    further  appears  neceifary  to  maintain 
liberty  and  the  public  welfare.     If  abufes  are  dill 
comniitted,  if  the  extravagance  and  peculation  of 
minifters,  and  thofe  whom  they  employ,  fender 
the  public  burdens  enormous  and  oppreiSve,  the 
defed  is  not  in  the  conftitution,  but  in  the  inte- 
grity,   courage,    and  ability,    of  thofe  who  are 
appointed  to  be  its  [guardians,  and  intruded  with 
the  execution  of  the  lawj. 


APPfiN. 


iii  THE    HISTORY    OF 


APPENDIX      II. 


King  ff^iliam  vindicated  fr$m  the  Charge  of  Bigstq,— 
Evidences  and  Examples  of  bis  Jieady  Zeal  far  Likrty  -J 
Confcience^ 


TH 


E     king,"     fays     Mr.     Macpberron, 

feemed  to  fall  into  the  weaknefs  of  hl^ 

predeceiTor,  in  encouraging  diflenters  againli 
the   eftabliflied    church.       The   prejudices  ot 
King        "  James,  in  favour   of  the  Papifts,  were  almofi 
William    ««  equalled  by   thofe   of  .William  for  the  Cahi- 
fromthc    "  ^^^^'^      Macpherfon's   Hiflory,  vol.   i.  chap, 
charge  of  9*     Of  ,the  comprehenfion  bill  the  fame  author 
bigotry,     fays,    '*    His    predeceffor,    in    all  his     frantic 
*'  fchemes  of  religion,  could  not  have  propofed  a 
''more    impolitic    meafure.      The  condud   oi\ 
"  William  was.  compared  with  difad vantage  toi 
"  the    indifcriminate    tolerance    of   James,   as 
"  more  ought   to  be  expefted  from  the  former 
"  than  from  the  latter."     Ibid. 

Thefe  expreflions  amount  to  a  direft  charge 
againfl  William ;  that  he  was  infeded  with  bigo- 
try, or  an  unreafonable  partiality  to  Calvinilm,. 
and  that  the  meafures  which  he  was  prompted, 
through  the  influence  of  thofe  prejudices,  to  pur- 
fue,  were  inconfiftent  with  wife  policy. 

TTiere 
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tiere  is  aqr,  in  ih«  whol^  hiftory  of  William,  C  HA  P, 
igle  ^^ioa  that  favours  oS  bigotry,  or  wild       ^^• 
hment  to  %ny  particular  forpi  of  worfliip,  or  *  ^^^^' 
m  of  religi^^s  opijiioiis ;    while   ther^   ar<?  -rrsA^ 
^  ^vid^nces  of  hU  moderation  as  ^  prptell^iit,  Evidcn- 
indulgence  tow?ir4$  iCom^n  catholics,  aud  his  ^^^  ^^  *^*« 
ifteucy  and  perfigYergince  «^  4  friend  to  tole^  ^e^j  ^j. 

>n.  ^  libtrtx'  of 

Then  king  Jamci9  folicitcd  his  coafent  to  the  confci- 
al  of  tb^  teft«,  h^  declared  it  to  be  his  opinioq,  f^^'     ^ 
Roman  catholics  ought  to  be  permitted  the 
cxercife  of  their  religion,  but  excluded  from 
es  of  public  truft,     Burnet, 
fpoa  his  firft  approach  to  London,  \^e  gf^v^    . 
I  Qrders  to  tak^  c^re  pf  the  papifts,  and  Kq 
re  them  from  all  violence.     When  he  arrived 
e,  he  renewed  the  fame  order?.     Ibid,' 
Aer  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  pf  {IngUnd* 
Kaai  uniformly   difGover^  an  anidety  to  ex- 
I  indulgence  to  aU  dii^crent  feds,  which  ^« 
ed     the     pretext    or  Qploqr  of  confci^nc^ 
iile  he  e^rneftly  wifofd  to  admit  moderate  dif- 
ers  into  the  body  of  the  chvurcb,  he  exhibited 
eitamplo  of   difimerefted,   perhaps  impolitic 
ty,  by  ea^avouring  to  obtain  an  exemption 
a  the  oath  of  aUegiance  for  fuch  members  pf 
eftablifhfid  ch^r^b,  as  deemed  tk^  o^th  irre- 
(cilabte  with  their  engagements  to  the  ^bdi- 
^  Wng..    He  fepeatedly  difappointed  th^  ex- 
tations,  aad  checked   ^he  zeaj,    of  bis  beft 
c^ed  fubje^s  among  the  prpttftants,  by  pppo- 
\  Harib  meafiues  towards  the  Roman  Qatholics, 
^(h  conld  noi  be  ca^ri^  into  eS^&  vritbout! 
confeju-.    The  lords  prefentei  aiv  addrefe  to 
Kiag,  the  twemy-l^  pjf  June  one  tbtoirfamd 
hundt^d  and  eigbAy-ni%f%  pxaiyiag  hiin  to  pco- 
>u  French  pcoteftanis  fcQ«^  comjy9(g  *a  Whiw- 
'  or  St,  James's  park,  and  to  order  all  French 

papifts, 
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CH  A  P.papifts,  who  were  not  houfeholders,  to  leaTca 
^^''  ^  kingdom.  To  this  the  king  replied.  That,  am 
j^,,  '  deliberation,  he  found  it  would  be  hurtful  to  n 
nation  to  comply  with  this  recommendation,  a 
that  as  he  had  promifed.to  protect  Roman  cathi 
lies  while  they  lived  peaceably,  be  thought  ti; 
fufpend  fuch  a  proclamation  till  their  lordiq 
had  farther  confidered  it. 

Many  of  the  Roman  catholics  acknowled? 
with  gratitude  the  moderation  and  tendenidi 
William's  government. 

3ut  it  may  be  aiked,  Why  did  he  changed 
eftablifhed  religion  in  Scotland  ;  and  did  not  i 
abolition   of  epifcopacy,    and  the  inftitution 
prelbytery  there,  bear  the  evidence  of  a  flroi 
partiality  to  the  latter  ?   I  anfwer.   That  this  v 
a  matter  in  which  he  had  no  choice.    The  ab 
lifhing  prelacy  in  Scotland  was  juft  as  mud 
condition  of  his  reigning  there,  as  the  abolIflH! 
the  ecclefiaftical  commiilion,  and  confentin^: 
all  the  other  articles  of  the  bill  of  ri^ts,  ^t 
the  conditions  of  his  reigning  in  England, 
political  fentiments  of  the  clergy,   and  of 
members   of  the  epifcopal  church  of  Scotlas 
and  the  part  they  adted  at  the  revolution,  fixeJ 
unalterable  oppofition  between  their  intere  t  ai 
that  of  the  prince  of  Orange,    and,   upon  t 
event  of  his  fuccefs,  enfured  the  fuperiorin 
the  prelbyterians.     The  bifliops,  clergy,  and  tn 
verfities,   in  England,   remonilrated  againfl 
arbitrary  meafures  of  James ;  and,  though  f: 
of  them  afterwards  retraced,  or  did  not  pr.^: 
confidently  and  vigoroufly,  yet   the  church  : 
queftionably  had  the   merit  oi^the  firft  ftepi 
that  revolution  which  raifed  William  to  the  thrc 
On  the  contrary,  the  epifcopal  clergy,  in 
land,  became  accefiary  to  the  arbitrary  meai:^ 
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of  James^  by  approving  of  them,  and  devotingC  H  AP. 
thenifelves,  in,  the  moft  fervile  terms,  to  honour    .  ^'• 
and  fupport  him,  while  he  was  in  the  career  of     "i"* 
enthufiafm.      See  Addrefles   of  the  Biihops  and  ^^^v--^-^ 
Clergy  of  Scotland,    Temp.   Jac.       Balcarras's 
Memoirs. 

In  England,  proteftants   of  all  denominations 
concurred  in  the  revolution,  and  were  equally  en* 
titled   to  the  protedion  and  immunities  which 
xi'cre  the  fruits  of  it.     In  Scotland,  not  only  the 
clergy,    but  laity,   were   divided  in  their  fenti- 
ments   concerning  the   revolution,  according  to 
their  religious  principles.     The  preibyterians  de- 
clared for   the  prince  of  Orange ;  the  epifcopaU 
adhered  to  king  James.     Dundee  and  his  follow- 
ers were  all  of  the  latter  perfuafion.     The  efta- 
bU(hment  of  prelbytery  in  Scotland  was  therefore 
a  neceflfary  refult  of  the  (late  of  politics,  and  no 
evidence  of  any  bigotted  predileftion  in  William 
for  that  religion.     He  highly  difapproved  of  the 
violent   proceedings    of    the    prefbyterians,   and 
ufed  his  utmoft  influence  to  reftrain  them.      He 
feemed   particularly  anxious  to  prevent  the  dif- 
miiSon  of  the  epifcopal  clergy  who  were  willing 
to  take  the  oaths,  though  they  fcrupled  to  adopt 
the  forms   of  the  prefbyterian  worfhip.     Life  of 
Carftares,  p.  43,  44,  45.     He  defired,  that  fuch 
cpifcopals   as  did  not  yield  to  the  prefbyteriaii 
government,  might  have  the  fame  indulgence  in 
Scotland,  that  the  prefbyterians  enjoyed  in  Eng- 
land.    Ibid.  p.  49. 

When  the  original  draught  forahe  fettlement 
of  prefbytery  in  Scotland  was  fent  to  WillianCi, 
after  deliberating  and  converfmg  with  Mr.  Car- 
ftares upon  this  fubjeft,  he  dictated  fome  remarks 
to  be  returned  to  the  commons,  which  equally 
evince  a  folid  judgment  and  a  pure  and  delicate 
confcience ;  particularly,  inftead  of  the  ratifica- 
tion 
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C  H  A  J^.  ti6i*i  f>f  pftibytethn  ^ovefnm^rtt^  aY  being  tit 
j.^^'  ofily  govetnmeftt  of  ChryiU  church  iti  this  kfo^doi&f 
Vil^'  h^  drfired  that  it  iwight  be  qtialified  wkh  the ad.^ 
dJtional  clafufe  /x'j  ejiablijhsd  by  honu.  Ibfd.  H: 
expYeflfed  .great  diffatijrfadion  with'  the  condtifta: 
lord  Melvill,  his  commiiTioner,  in  the  Scot!t6 
p^fHament,  for  having  exceeded  his  powers^  from 
a  defire  to  gratify  the  violence  of  the  preftm6 
riam.    TindaK  vol.  i^  p.  473.     See  chap.'  xvilt 

When  th^  aft  for  repealing  the  klws  in  iv«m' 
of  epifcopaxry  \v*a8  paffed,  it  wa5  dech(ted,  thi: 
dpifcopacy  was  cofttfafy  fo  th^  genius  snoid  couili-l 
tution  of  fhd  church  of  ScoilsAd,  for  the  kinj 
would  not  confent  to  a  plain  and  fiitiplid  coflfderana^ 
tioii  of  that  rfeligidn.     Burilel* 

A  i^emarkable  example  of  William**  abhor- 
fence  <:yf  pdffe<!utioi^,  atid  of  hi«  defHcary  wiih 
refpedt  to  matters  of  coiifcience,  appeared  upcn 
the  coi'onatioh  oatfh  ffo^n  Scotland  being  tendered 
fo  htin.  Whidft  lie  cattW  to^  repeat  the  claofe  in 
tfee  oatfi,  by  \*hich  he  was  bound  to  root  out  )^ 
f  etics,  he  defired  it  might-  be  tinde^ftood^^  that  he 
did  not  mtan  by  thef^  vi^6td^,  that  be  was  under 
atty  oblfgatibii  tb  Wc6tte  a  petfecutof .  The  coin. 
ni4i5t)if>ers  anfv^er^d,.  t*at  ^he  mfeaTiitfg  rf  the 
oatb  did  liot  import  it.  He  i^[iiied,'  that  ia 
that  fi^nfe  only  he  took  the  oath.     Kenndt. 

If  William  Really  had  arty  pi^nftty  to  fic^ow 
^rbteftatit  diflr<!nt!^rs,  tcitftt  than  the  church  d 
EnglMd,  he  had  the  fai'r'dft  oppor^oiiity  of  doing 
it,  by  confenting  to  the  corporation  aft  ari  mo- 
delled' by  the  wftigs,  whicH  WouW-  have  garcatly  in- 
creafed  the  politrcafl  itllfluence  of  the  prdbyrcri- 
an$  \  and  yet,  i^atheY  than-  confenc  t6  this,  be 
chbfe  ta  di^olVe  hi^  pafliaAientv 

When  any  p^irfwv of  private  ftatifdn'  fliewshiro- 
ielf  t<)  be  a  friend  to  toleration,  he  is  often  con- 
fidefed  a&  a  fi^^d  alfo  t4>  tto  fisft,  or  opkiioQs, 

which 


POLITICAL   TRANSACTIONS,  &c.  3(^7 

which  (land  in  need  of  it.     Vulgar  minds,  which  CHAP. 
know  not  what   it  is   to  edeeth  or  to  love  any  ^ 
thing,  out   of  the  narrow   circle   of   their  own 
party,  cannot  feparate  the  ideas  of  tolerance  and ' 
approbation';  whereas  lenity  and  forbearance  are 
confiftent  with  a  very  low  efthnation  of  the  un- 
derftanding  and  principles  of  the   perfons,    to- 
wards whom  they  are  exercifed. 

But  admitting  that  thefe  obfervations  acquit 
William  of  the  charge  of  bigotry,  do  they  not 
ftill  arraign  the  wifdom  of  his  policy  ?  Was  hi^ 
fcheme  of  comprehenfion  prafticable,  and  expe- 
dient ?  Did  not  the  attempt  expofe  him  to  fufpi- 
cion  and  centure,  and  alienate  the  affeftions  of 
feme  of  his  mofi:  powerful  fiiends  in  the  church 
of  England  ?  CIarendoa*^s  Diary,  paflim.  Pub- 
lications in  Somcrs*  Colicclion. 

If  ever  a  plan,  for  the  union  and  comprehen- 
fion of  moderate  diflenters  wi:h  the  church  of 
England,  could  have  been  attempted  with  any 
probable  view  of  fuccefs,  it  muft  hav^  been  at 
the  period  of  the  revolution.  Men  are  never  fo 
l&ely  to  difcein  the  infatuation  of  thofe  prejudices 
which  alienate  them  from  rheir  fellow-citizens, 
as  when  a  participation'pf  common  dangers  and 
deliverances  has  infpired  them  with  a  deep  fenfe  of 
the  important  bonds  of  connexion,  by  which  they 
are  ijiiimately  and  elTentially  united.  If  ever 
there  is  a  feafon,  when  perfons  in  pofleflion  of 
power  inay  be  cxpedted  to  make  conceffions  to  a 
party  which  they  have  been  accdftomed  to  conflder 
as  their  rivals,  it.  muft  be,  when  recent  experi- 
ence has  convinced  them,  that  the  afliftance  and 
fervices  of  that  party  are  indifpenfable  to  the  per- 
manent fecurity  of  their  own  private  interefts  and 
pre-eminence.  In  thefe  views,  the  revolution 
prefented  the  opportunity  for  a  fcheme  of  union 

and 
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C HA- P. and  comprehenfibn,  which   muft  evidently  be 
^^'  ^  contributed  to  political  harmony,  and  the  increafi 
jju     of  national  power.     The  clergy  of  the  church  cl 
v>»w^  England    were   therafelves  fo  far  influenced  by 
thefe  confiderations,  that  they   had,  previous  to 
*    the  revolution,  propofed  a  plan   of  union ;    and 
fome   of  their  nioft  eminent  members  were  em- 
ployed in   preparing  conceffions  for   reconciling 
and  uniting;  moderate  dilfenters.     Oldmixon. 
X  If  the  fcheme  of  comprehenfion  was  not  ap- 

parently imprafticable,  was  it  liable  to  any  ob- 
jeftion  upon  the  fcore  of  juftice,  or  found  policy: 
Juftice  and  found  policy  are,  it  is  to  be  hopd, 
infeparably  united ;  and  the  more  exactly  mea- 
fures  of  government  are  conformed  to  the  max- 
ims of  juftice,  the  more  effeftually  will  nati- 
onal welfare,  and  all  the  purpofes  of  found 
policy,  which  refer  to  that  grand  objeft,  be 
promoted. 

Is  it  not  unjuft  and  tyrannical,  to  lay  men 
under  political  difadvantages,  when  they  cannor 
be  charged  with  any  political  guilt  ?  Does  not 
every  meafure  tending  to  this  eflfeft,  deduce 
fomevvhat  from  the  aggregate  of  national  ftrengtb: 
Is  not  the  fummit  of  political  perfeAion  ob- 
tained, when  the  members  of  the  community, 
or  every  defcription,  ftand  precifely  upon  the 
fame  footing,  with  refpefl  to  immunities,  the 
difpenfation  of  juftice,  and  the  capacity  of  ho 
nour  and  employment  ? 

As  it  has  been  found,  that  the  proteftant  re- 
•  ligion,  in  general,  has  been  mod  favourable  to 
the  progrefs  of  civilization  and  the  extenfion  of 
liberty,  fo  it  has  been  alfo  found,  that  thefe 
eflfefts  are  moft  perfect  and  confpicuous,  where 
the  fpirit  and  rules  of  proteftant  churches  ba^e^ 

b<ca 
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been  moft  tolerant  and  liberal.  The  ardour  and  CHAP, 
perfeverance,  with  which  William  profecuted  *  *  ^''  _ 
relaxation  of  the  tefts,  and  the  bill  of  compre-  o,x.  " 
henfion,  fo  far  from  defcrving  to  be  branded' 
with  the  cenfure  of  narrownefs  and  bigotry,  arc 
illuftrious  evidences  of  that  wifdom  and  libera* 
lity  which  refled  the  higheft  honour  upon  the 
human  character. 


Bb  CHAR 
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CHAP.         XII, 


^ht  King  cenfuredfor  having  cUffhlved  iht  Convention  Parli^ 
atntnt, — CommtJJions  of  the  Militia  changed  in  favour  of 
the  Tories^ — Many    ff^higs  continue  in  Office, — Tie  Tie* 
ries  mojl  fuciefsful  in  the  Ele^iont. '^Second  ParUament 
of  fVilltam  meets. — Debates  concerning  the  Settlement  of 
the    Re^fenue. — Refolutions, — Obfervations. — A  Bill  for 
ratifying  the  A£ls  of  the  Convention^  and  for  acknowledge 
ing  the  Titles  of  the  King  and  ^een^  introduced  by  the 
tVhigs — carried. — Bills  ^  for  abjuring  King  James — for 
fecuring  the  Government —-for  reftoring  the  Charter  of 
London — The  lafl   oppofid  by   the    Whigs —paffes  bath 
Houfes. — The  Tories  obtain  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to    the 
Kingy  for  having  changed  the  Militia, — The  Lords  intti- 
tute  an  Inquiry  concerning  the  CharaSlers  of  the  Officers 
appointed  to  Commiffions  in  the  Militia, — Bill  for  exacting 
the  Forfeitures  from  thofe  who  had  accepted  Commiffions 
without  the  legal  Salifications.  ^^ASi  of  Grace, — State  of 
Ireland, — Duplicity  ofTyrconnel.  -^The  ProteJiatUs  alarm* 
ed* — James  lands    in   Ireland, — The  Parliament  meets 
there, — Ads  of  Settlement  and  Explanation  repealed, — 
Oppreffitve  Confequences  of  the  Repeal, — A£t  for  indemni' 
fying  the  Proprietors  to  be  refiored  by  it — A£l  of  Forfeit 
ture, — Ads  fatal  to  the  Protejiant  Clergy, — Violent  Fro- 
eeedings  again/l  the  Protejlants.— Effid  of  the  Govern* 
ment  of  James  in  Ireland  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Englijh* 
'— M^rjbal  ^chomberfffent  to  Ireland- "William  goes  there 
'•'gains  a  complete  yidory. 

C  H  A  P,  f"ir^  H  E  diflblution  of  the  convention  parlia- 

^^^  >    \     ment,  which  had  been  the  inilrument  of 

1600-    ^^^  revolution,    weakened  the  influence  of  the 

The  king  whigs,  and  was  cenfured  as  an  evidence  of  the 

cenfured  imprudence,  as  much  as  of  the  ingratitude,  of 

for  having  ^ 

diffolvcd 

the  con- 
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the  kihg.    The  premature  death  of  the  parent  CHAP, 
proves  more  deeply  calamitous  to  the  child,  when  J^J;..^ 
left  in   indigence,     involved  in  litigation,    and     ,5^, 
threatened  with  the   oppreffion  of   a    powerful,  vemion 
interfering   intereft.      What  but   the  continued  P**"^**- 
affe£Uon  and  foftering  care  of  that  party,  which  ™^"^' 
had  put  royal  power  into  the  hands  of  William, 
could  defend  it  againil  the  malignitv  of  internal 
fadion,  and  the  violent  attacks  of  loreign  hodi- 
lity  •• 

The  king,  unwilling  to  give  an  open  and  a  de-  Commif. 
cided  preference  to  any  party,  retained  at  lead  an  fi^nsof 
equal  number  of  the  whigs  in  the  offices  of  ad- [^*^^^^|j\. 
miniftration  ^.     In  a  new  conimifnon  of  the  mi- ed  in  fa.- 
litia  of  London,  the  tories  were  preferred,  almoft  vour  of 
to  the  entire  exclufion  of  their  antagonifts :    but  ^^^  ^orits. 
this  meafure  was  coniidered  as  aiFe£ling  parties  in 
their  religious,  rather  than  in  their  civil,  interefls. 
The  commiOions  in  the  militia,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  thofe  who  firft  advifed  the  king,  had  been 
given  to   many   of  the  diifenters ;  and  this  was 
complained  of  by  the  friends  of  the  church,  as  a 
mortifying  evidence  of  bis  diftruft  of  their  fide- 
lity, and  of  bis  partiality  to  their  rivals.     To  ap« 
p^e  their  difcontents,  and  to  conciliate  the  fa- 
vour of  the  tories,  upon  whofe  fupport  he  was 
now  to  throw  himfelf,  he  had  found  it  neceflafy^ 
during  the  interval  of  parliament,  to  change  the 
lieutenancy   of  the^  militia  in  London.    That  the 
church  might  have  full  fatisfadion,  he  referred 

■  Wanington*s  Impanial  Inquiry.     '  ' 

*  Two  days  before  the  parliament  met,  loids  Moomouth^ 
Warrington,  and  fir  H.  Capel,  were  difmifled  from  the  treafu- 
ry  ;  over  which  fir  John  Lowther,  a  rory,  was  appointed  to 
prcCidt.  Mir.  Hampden,,  a  whfg,  wks  coniinutd  in  the  treafu>y% 
and  made  chancellor  of  the  exchcq  ler.  Sir  Stephen  Fox  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Pelham,  were  brought  into  the  board  of  treafury : 
the  earl  of  Pembroke  was  made  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  in 
room  of  lord  TorringtOD. 

B  b  a  the 
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CHAP,  the  new  appointments  to   Compton,   bifiiop  of 
^^^i:^^  London ;    who,    in    the   fpirit    of    retribution, 
1690.     turned  out   the  diffenters,   and  placed   in   their 
room  the  mod  zealous  tories  *. 
Many  The  whigs,  however  much  diflatisfied  with  the 

whigs  diffolution  of  parliament,  did  not  choofe  to  cx- 
ii^officT  P^^^^  their  refentment  by  refigning  the  places  ftiU 
left  in  their  poiTeflion.  Regardlefs,  perhaps,  of 
emolument,  they  might  exped  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  influence  of  office  for  re-eftablifliing 
Iheit  party  ;  or,  moved  by  more  liberal  princi- 
ples, they  might  think  it  dangerous  to  abandon 
the  new  government,  entirely,  to  the  manage- 
ment of  perfons,  whofe  principles  were  fuf- 
pefted  of  being  unfriendly  to  its  fpirit  and  con- 
ftitution. 

Whatever  the  fentim^nts  and   wiflies  of   the 
king  might  be,  it  was  evident,  that  fuperior  in- 
fluence m  parliament  muft  of  neceflity  ascertain 
the  flrength  of  contending  parties,  and  determine 
the  choice  of  his  minifters.     In  the  contefts  for 
elef^ions,  both  parties  deviated  from  a  due  re- 
fpe£t  to  candour  and  truth,  by  putting  thehardeft 
conftruftion  upon   the  meafures  and  condu6l  of 
their  opponents.     The  members  who  had  voted 
for   the   corporation    bill,    were  represented  as 
friendly  to  republican  principles,  and  bent  on  the 
ruin  of  the  church.      1  he  whigs  retaliated,  by 
infmuating  that  the  tories  were  enemies  in  their 
hearts  to  the  revolution  ;  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this  charge,  publiflied  lifts  of  thofe  members  who 
had  voted  againft  the  refolution  of  the  commons 
,  with  refpeft  to  the  abdication  of  the  crown  *. 
The  to-        The  toties  not  only  prevailed,  in  procuring  a 
riesmoft   majority  of  members  from  the  counties  where 

in  the  ,  _ 

.  rt-  '  Burnet,  loQo. 

cIefl,on».       ♦  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  190. 

their 
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their  natural  ftrength  lay,  but,  ftimulated  by  re- C  H  AP. 
fenttnent  at  the  affront  levelled  againft  them  by  _^^Il,^ 
the  corporation  bill,    made  luccefsful  efforts  in  ^^690. 
many   of  the  boronghs^  where   their  antagonists 
had  intended  to  exclude  them  from  any  capacity 
of  influence  \ 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  twentieth  of  Second 
March,   one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and    ninety,  parlia- 
The  choice  of  Sir  John  Trevor  to  be  their  fpeaker,  ^^^y^^ 
indicated  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  tories,  in  meets! 
the  houfe  of  commons  *.     The  king  declared  his 
intention  of  going  to  Ireland,  and  folicited  the 
afliftance  of  parliament  to  enable  him  to  profe- 
cute  the  war  with  vigour.     He  mentioned  the  im- 
portance of  making  the  revenue  a  fund  of  credit, 
in  order  to  raife  the  fupplies  more  expeditioufly. 
His  ineffedlual  endeavours,  for  obtaining  an  z6t 
of  indemnity  in  the  laft  parliament,  were  ailigned  * 
as  the  reafon  for  an  a£t  of  grace,  to  extinguifh 
all  differences  among  his  fubjefts. 

Addreffes  were  prefented  by  both  houfes,  con- 
taining expreflions  of  their  thanks  for  his  ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  and  of  their  refolutions  to  fupport 
the  government ;  and^  agreeably  to  the  tenor  df 
his  requeft,  the  commons  entered  upon  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  revenue  and  fupply  \ 

Sir  John  Lowther  introduced  into  the  houfe  of  I^ebatcs 
commons  a  motion  for  fettling  the  revenue  upon  P>"^^™* 
the  king  and  queen  for  life,  in  the  fame  manner  as  feulement 
it  had  been  granted  to  their  predeceffors  ** .     The  of  the 

revenue* 

'  Burnet,  1690.     , 

^  "  Being  a  tory  in  principle,  he  undertook  to  manage  that 
"  party,  provided  he  might  be  furniihed  with  fuch  fums  of  mo» 
••  ncy  as  might  purchafe  fome  votes ;  and  by  him  begin  the 
**  pradice  of  buying  off  men,  in  which  the  king  hitherto  kept 
"  ftridlcr  riiles."     Buri»et 

'  Journ.  Commonsy  2  ad  and  26th  March. 

"  Grey's  Debates,  vol,  x.  p.  8. 

convention 
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CHAP,  convention  parliament  had  found  that  the  revenue 
^y'  expired  with  the  abdication  of  the  king;  the 
i6go.  niotion  now  made  was  therefore  fupported  by  ar- 
guments drawn  from  expediency,  and  the  perfonaj 
merits  of  the  king.  The  revenue  was  a  reward 
which  the  nation  was  bound,  by  irrefiftible  obli- 
gations, to.  confer  upon  a  prince,  v^ho  had  refcued 
them  from  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  who  was  abdut 
to  engage  in  a  new  fcene  of  labour  and  danger, 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  reformed  government 
to  the  fifter  kingdom.  The  reputation  of  Eng-- 
land,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  was  intimately  con- 
neded  with  the  ilTue  of  this  que(tion.  What  fo- 
reign (late  would  eHher  eftecm  the  character,  or 
confide  in  the  alliance,  of  a  people,  who  re^ 
quited  fuch  a  benefador  with  diftrul^  and  ingra- 
titudjc  '  ? 

In  the  difcuflipn  of  this  queftion,  the  whigs 
refumed  the  arguments  which  had  been  infifted 
upon  in  the*  convention  parliament ;  and,  in 
anfwer  to  thofe,  who  laid  fo  much  ftrefs  upon 
the  fervices  and  virtues  of  the  prince  now  upon 
the  throne,  it  was  obferved,  that  thefe  lyere  fo- 
xeign  to  the  queftion,  and  tended  to  miflead 
judgment  bv  the  influence  of  afiedlion.  Secure 
themfelves  trom  danger,  it  became  them,  in  the 
molt  enlarged  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  to  ere£t  bul- 
V^arks  for  the  liberties  of  pofterity,  and,  in  the 
reign  of  a  mild  and  generous  prince,  to  eftabliih 
regulations  which  would  control  the  wiU  of 
wicked  and  tyrannical  fucceflbrs  '  *". 

We  are  not,  however,  jo  conclude,  that  the 
fentimehts  and  votes  of  the  members,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  upon  this  queftion,  ^ere 
exaifbly    divided  according   to  the  influence  of 


?  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  x.  p.  8. 


DVty. 


fOLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,  &c,  375 

party.    ThpugH  the  fyftem  of  the  tories  was  more  CHAP, 
favourable  to  prerogative,  which   was  either  to     ^^^' 
gain,  or  to  lofe,  by  the  iffiie  of  the  conteft,  and    ^^^ 
though  fome  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  bad  re- 
commended themfelyes  to  the  kin^  by  the  libera- 
lity of  their  promifes,.    yet   there   were  others, 
who,    impreied.  by    the  weight    of  argument, 
thought  it  of  the.greateft  importance  to.  hold  the 
crown  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  upon  the. people  *j 
aiid  .among  the  whigs,  a  few,  perfonally  attach^ 
to   the  king,  and   implicitly   adopting  his  i^nti- 
ments   and    view^s,     feparated    therafelves    from 
their  friends,    who,     upon    fy Hematic    ground, 
contended  for  reftridions  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
public  revenue  * ' .  ,   .  ,.   . 

After  the  debate  had  run  out  into  a  confider-  Rcfolu- 
able  length  in  a  general  flrain,  it  was  with,  pro- "^'^'^ 
priety  reduced  to  order  and  precifion,  by  diiUn- 
guiihing  between  the  e(tablii(hed  revenue  and  the 
occafional  fupply,  and  was  brought  to  a  conclu- 
,  fion   which  feemed  to  be  founded  upon  equity, 
and  which  provided  fufficiently  for  the  fupport 
of  the  royal  dignity,   without  eftablifliing  fuch 
indepehdence,  as  might  render  the  fovereign  in- 
different to  the  opinions  and  afi*e5tions  of  his  fub- 
jeds.       The    principal  branches  of  the   excife, 
which  had  been  Conferred  upon  Charles  the  Se- 
cond  in    lieu  of  his  hereditary  revenue,    were 
fettled  upon  king  William.     The   cuftoms  were 
continued  to  him  for  four  years,  with  a  claufe  to 
make  them  a  fecurity  for  the  raifiag  of  mon^y 
towards  a  fupply  ;  and  becaufe  the  revenue  had 
been  formerly  fubjeSed  to  heavy  anticipations  by 
the  royal  grants,   it  was  now   enacted,  that  all 
future  anticipations  of  the  funds  fhould  expire  a: 
the  death  of  the  prince  who  bedowed  them.    A 

*  *  Buroct,  1690* 

fupply 
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CHAP,  fupply    of   one   million  two  hundred  thoufand 
^'''      pounds  was  granted  to  his  majefty,  for  public  oc- 
currences between  that  time  and  Michaelmas  *  *. 
Thefe  were  the  only  public  meafures  in  which 
the  didinftion  of  parties   was  lefs  obvious  and 
regular.  -     Other  fubjefts   of   debate,    in    both 
houles*   though  often  important  to  natibnal  in- 
tereft,  were  evidently  blended  with  the  views  of 
parties,  aifd  the  ifTue  of  them  afforded  an  exad 
criterion  of  their  comparative  ftrength,  and  of 
their  various  fuccefs.     Accommodated  to   their 
peculiar   circumftances,  were  the  different  plans 
and  weapons  with  which  they  waged  their  politi- 
cal  warfare.      The  whigs,  inferior  in  numbers, 
and  declining  in  the  favour  of  the  court,  relied 
chiefly  upon  the  fortune  of  incidents,    and  en- 
deavoured, by   flratagem    or    furprife,    to   turn 
their  enemies  put  of  the  ftrong  holds  of  power : 
the  tories,  confiding  in  the  flrength  of  numbers, 
and  elated  with  recent  viftory,  openly  proclaimed 
the  attacks  which  they  intended,  and  feemed  to 
wifti,  not  only  to   conquer,  but  to  affront  and 
humble  their  antagonifts.     Thus  the  whigs,  under 
the  cover  i  f  zeal   for  the  new  fettlement,  intro- 
duced fuch  bills  into  parliament,  as  reduced  their 
opponents  to  the  neceffity,  either  of  contradiding 
the  principles  they  had  formerly  maintained,  or 
of  defending  them  at  the  hazard  of  lofing  the 
favour  of  the  court.       The  latter,  irritated  by 
^ittacks  from  which  they  did  riot  efcape  unhurt, 
availed   ihemfelves  of  their  fuperiority  to  carry 
many  refoiutions  and  votes,  evidently  contrived 
to  mortify  their  opponents.     Thefe  obfervations 
'  lyill  be  illuflrated,  by  examples  of  the  moil  re- 

■*  Journ.  CommoDs^  a6thy  7th,  8tb|  9th,  and  3  id  March, 
ad  add  3d  April. 

•   '  markabk 
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markable  debates  and  meafures  which  occurred  CHAP. 
in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  of  parliament.  v-i^JX^ 

As  the  changing  the  convention  into  a  parlia-    ,^^^ 
ment,  however  neceflary,  was  carried  with  dif-  A  bill  for 
ficulty,  it  mull   naturally  have  occurred  to  the  I'atifying 
friends  of  the  revolution,  that  the  ratification  of  ^^^^^'*^ 
that  meafure,  by  a  parliament  regularly  confti-  vcmioo, 
tutedy  would  be   of  the   greateft  confequence  to  and  for 
prevent  future  difputes  concerning  its  propriety,  *^^'^^- 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  prefent  eftablifhmcnt.     The  j^/^'j^^ 
whigs  contrived,   with  great  addrefs,    to    inter- of  the 
weave  with  this  motion  another  which  was  lefs  king  and 
palatable  to  the  tories,  while  it  feemed  to  be  re-!?"^^*'' 
commended  by  a  regard  to  the  perfonal  fafety  ^J^^^  y^ 
and    honour  of  the  king.     A    bill  was  brought  thtwhi£s. 
into  the  houfe  of  lords  for  acknowledging  their 
majefties   rightful  and  lawful  fovereighs  of  thefc 
realms,  and  for  declaring  all  the  a£ts  of  the  lilt 
parliament  to  be  good  and  valid  *  ^     The  abdi- 
cation of  the  late  king  voted  by  the  commons, 
and  the  admiflion  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the 
throne,   independently  of  the  right  of  his  wife, 
were  meafures  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the 
tories.     They  had  taken  care,  however,  to  guard 
againft  exclufion  from  office,  by  profeffing  fuch 
praftical  maxims  as  countera£l;ed  the  poiibn  of 
their  political  theory  ;  for  they  had  declared,  that 
they  would  obey  and  ferve  king  William,  after 
he  was   feated  upon  the  throne,  with  *as  much 
fidelity,  as  if  his  title  had  been  eftabliflied  upon 
the   found   foundation    of  hereditary  fucceffion. 
But  now  they  were  again  challenged  to  enter  into 
the  field   of  political  controverfy,  and  to  render 
an  account  of  their  principles  to  the  public.     A 
recantation  of  them  mud  wound  their  pride,  and 

*  ^   Toum.  Lordly  5th  April. 
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CHAP,  fliakc  their  credit  for  integrity?    adherence  t(5 
^^^jl^  them  might  offend  the  king,  And  feemed  indeed 
1690.    ^^  difqualify  them  for  future  truft  and  fervices. 
From  the  difficulty  of  this  dilemma  the  torics  en- 
deavoured   to  efcapc,    by   paffing  over,    or  by 
flightly    oppofing,    the    firft  claufe  of    the  bill 
which  regarded  the  king's  title,  and  by  dircding 
the  whole  force   of  their  oppofition  againft  thai 
part  of  it  which  edabliflied  the  validity   of  tbc 
a£ks   of  the  convention  parliament.     They  con- 
tended, that  it  was  mope  expedient  to  acqaiefce 
filently  in  what  had  been  already  done,   than 
to   confer  fuperfluous   authority  upon  m'eafur« 
which   deviated  from  the  common  forms  of  the 
conftitution  '*.      The  danger   evidently   arifing 
from  any  hints  of  fufpicion  concerning  the  law- 
fulnefs   of  an  affembly,  on  whofe  authority  the 
mod  important  tranfaftions  relied,  together  with 
the   perfonal  influence   of  the  crown,  which,  ia 
this  queftion,    was   exerted  on  the  fide,  of  the 
whigs,  prevailed   againft  the  inclinations  of  the 
party  in  power,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  afSi- 
•arricd.     mative.     The  tories  did  not  venture  to  incur  the 
hazard  of  a  fecond  defeat,  by  debating  upon  the 
merits  of  this  bill  in  the  houfe  of  commons.    It 
was  read  twice  on  the  day  of  its  being  prefented, 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  it  fhould  be  read  a  third 
time  the  next  day,  after  which,  itpaffed  ". 
Bill  for         The  whigs  were  neither  fo  well  founded,  nor 
abjuring    fo  powerful,  in   another  attempt  to  expofe  the 
•^'"8         principles,  and  thereby  to  weaken  the  influence, 
James,      ^£  ^j^^j^  opponents.      The  rumour  of  confpira- 
cies,  and  the  approaching  abfence  of  the  kin^j 
afforded    fpecious    arguments  for   exading  ttie 

*^  Ralph,  vol.  ii.     Lords'  Debates,  vol.  i. 
'^  Joura.  dommoQs,  oth  April. 
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ftricleft  tefts  of  loyalty.    For  this  purpofe,  a  bill  p  H  A  P. 
was  introduced  in  the  lower  houfe,  requirii^  all     ^^'• 
perfons  in  office  to  take  an  oath  abjuring  kifig  ^76oo^ 
James.     Upon  this  occafion,  thetories  triumphed  j  ,|^ 
no  lefs  in  force  of  argument,  than  in  fuperiority  April, 
of  numbers.     They  contended,  that  the  bill  cf 
rigbts,  the  richeft  boon  of  the  new  government^ 
had  placed  an  infurmountable  barrier  againft  any 
change  in  the  oaths ;  that  the  duties  of  the  king 
on  the  one  hand,  and  thofe  of  the  fubjed  on  the 
other,  were  reciprocally  ftipulated,  and  the  oaths, 
binding   to  the  performance  of  them,  expreffed 
with  precifion.     The  confent  of  the  fubjeS  to  the 
tranilation  of  the  crown  was  yielded,  upon  the 
aflurance,  that  the  oaths,  as  they  were  then  fixed, 
were  to  remain  the  only  legal  tefts  of  attachment 
to  the  prefent  King^  and  of  being  qualified  to  hold 
offices  und^r  him.     1  he  enlargement  of  the  con* 
trad  on  one  fide,  certainly  required  a  correfpond* 
ing  alteration  of   the  conditions  agreed  to   on 
the  other,   and  might  amount  to  a  total  change 
of  the  conftitution.     What  advantage  could  the 
government  acquire   by  the  oath  of  abjuration, 
that  it  did   not  already  derive  from  the  oath  of 
allegiance ;  or  what  dangers  were  now  impend^ 
ing  over  the  nation,  which  could  be  either  pre-^ 
vented  or  alleviated  by  any  oath  the  moft  jealous 
policy  could  invent  ?    If,  after  having  fworn  alle- 
giance to  William,  any  perfon  could  reconcile  it 
to  confcience  to  give  aid  to  king  James,  it  was 
ivot  to  be  imagined  that  he  would  be  excluded 
from  office  by  fcruples  about  abjuring  his  rights 
But  there  were  many,  who,  having  once  fworn 
fidelity   to  the  prince   upon   the  throne,  would 
ferve  him  with  zeal,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
cheriibed  fuch  a  refined  fenfe  of  probity,  that  it 
was  impoffible  they  could  ever  be  tempted,  by 
any  confideration  of  intereft  or  danger,  to  fwear 
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C  H  A  P.  to  an  opinion  which  they  did  not  admit  with  tia 
^^^-      cleareft  apprehenfion,  and  with  the  full  convk- 
^^O^  tion  of  the  underftanding.     Such   perfons,  ftig- 
«^SK>'     matized  and  profcrlbed  by  the  prefent  goveni- 
ment,  would  be  under  (Irong  temptations  to  cm' 
fpire   againft  it,  while  they  refigned  their  offices 
into  the  hands  of  falfe-hearted  men,  who  re?erai 
religious  obligations,    fo  far  only,  as  they  codJ 
tributed  to  their  views  of  gain  and  prefermend 
The  very  propofal  of  a  new  oath  was  an  injury 
to  government,   becaufe  it  implied  a  izonfcious 
diilruft,    which    tended  to  revive  the   drooping 
hopes  of  its  enemies.     Where  you  put  a  bixtmn 
to  the  building,  you  mark  the  fpot  of  weaknefs 
and  danger.     By  attempting  to  fortify  the  king's 
title  with  oaths  unknown  in  any  former  ireign, 
his  officious  friends  invited  more  curious  and  dt- 
borate  fcrutiny,  which  might  fpread  the  malig- 
nant difeafe  of  political  fcepticifm.     Of  unifor- 
mity   in    fpeculative  opinions  no  fociety  cooM 
*  boau,    and  every  experiment  for  this  parpofe, 

pregnant  with  animofity  and  divifion,  remained 
a  monumeilt  of  the  ignorance  and  temerity  of 
thofe  who  fuggefted  it.  Unity  of  intereft  and 
defign,  the  coUeded  exertion  and  untainted  pro- 
bity of  every  defcription  of  citizens,  conftitutcd 
the  flrength  and  glory  of  a  nation,  and  would  be 
found,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  England,  the  moil 
powerful  guardian  of  the  reformed  government; 
and  of  the  title  of  the  king  attached  to  it  ". 
rejcaed.  The  bill  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  an  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  to  an  hundred  and  fixty- 
five•^ 


'•  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  x.  p.  75. 
* '   Jouro.  Commons^  26th  April. 
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The  tories,  aware  that  the  rejfeftion  of  the  C  H  A  P. 
Uh  of  abjuration  would  be  made  a  pretext  for  .  .i^^^,i 
fufmg    fufptcions    of  their    loyalty  into     the    ,^^ 
linds  of  the  people,  embraced  the  firft  oppor-  For  fe/ 
mity  to  avert  them,  by    propofmg  other  mea-  curing 
ires  for  the  fecurity  of  the  prefent  government.  ^^^  8®- 
Tie  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  the  moft-^*™"*^** 
bvious  and  effedual  plan  for  this  end,  afforded 
iieir  opponents  advantages  of  argument,  which 
ley  were  unable  to  defeat  by  influence  alone ; 
hey  therefore  had  recourfe  to  fuch  moderate  re- 
olutions  as  were  carried  by  the  approbation  of 
;very  party  *  *• 

One  of  the  moft  unexpeded  arrangements  of  For  re- 
>arties  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  was  exhibited  storing 
nthe  feveral  queftions  and  debates  which  related  1^^  of**^' 
0  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London.     The  whigs^ondon^ 
Had  acquired  the  higheft  merit  from  the  firmnefs 
with  which  they  had  oppofed  the  firlt  efforts  of 
regal  ufurpation,  in  recalling  the  charters  of  the 
corporations,  while  the  tories  in  general  had  con- 
fented  to  them,  and,  by  their  fervility  to  prero- 
gative, had   a  deep  fhare  in  thofe  accumulated 
oppreffions  which  dlreded  the  eyes  of  the  nation 
towards  the  prince  of  Orange.     It  was  moved  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  that  a  bill  Oiould    be 
brought  in,  for   reverting  the  judgment  of  the 
king's  bench,    in  favour  of  the  crownr,  againft 
the  city    of   London  '^.       While  this  motion, 
originating  with  the  tories,  intimated  a  penitent 
renunciation  of  their  fentiments,   the  warm  op- . 

'^  Journ.  Commons,  29th  April.  It  was  propofed  by  the 
tories  in  the  houfe  of  iords,  that  an  oath  (houid  be  taken,  noc 
to  allift  king  Jamt  s,  or  any  of  his  iniiruments,  knowing  them 
to  be  fuch  ;  and  that  fevere  penahies  (Iiould  be  inflided  upon  all 
who  refufed  to  take  it.  Journ.  Lords,  8tUMay.  This  bill 
vras  Qot  carried  through  before  the  adjournment  of  ParliamenL 

*^  Journ.  Commons;  8th,  22d,aQd24tb,  April. 
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CHAP,  pofition  It  met  with  from  the  whigs,  carried  tfe 
^^^'    appearance  of  unaccountable-  inconfifteocy  ^rk 

V?^^^  theprinciples,  on  which  they  had  formerly  prided 
^^*     themfelves. 

Upon  a  nearer  farvey,  it  appears,  that  inte- 
refted  motives  influenced  the  public  coadudci 
both  parties  upon  this  occafion.  T'he  tories  were 
anxious  to  engrofs  the  merit  of  reftoring  tbeiirt 
ctty  in  thie  kingdom  to  its  privileges  $  and,  as  as 
acknowledgment  of  their  fervices,  they  might 
reafonably  expert  that  a  preference  would  be  given 
to  their  friends  in  the  new  dedion  of  magiftrates. 
The  whigs,  forefeeing  the  advantages  which 
might  redound  to  their  adverfaries  from  this 
meafure,  but  unable  to  controvert  its  eflentbl 

Oppofed   juftice  and  propriety^  were  conftrained  to  have 

^ hi*^^  recourfe  to  a  refined  fpecies  of  argument,  and  to 
^''  reprefent  the  redrefs  propofedi,  as  enfured  by  the 
inherent  principles  of  the  conftitutkm.  Tbe^ 
very  queftion,  they  faid«  ought  to  be  avoided, 
becau&  it  conferred  upon  the  fentence  of  cor- 
rupt judges  a  degree  of  authority  dangeroiu  to 
liberty,  and  difparaging  to  the.  laws  of  their 
country.  To  revife  a  judgment  was,  in  effed, 
to  fuppofe  that  it  had  obtained  a  legal  exiftcDce. 
The  fuperior  courts  reverfed>  the  fentence  of  in* 
ferior  ones,  becaufe  the  conftitution  had  empov* 
ered  them  to  do  fo ;  and  the  rule  of  the  law  was 
often  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed,  that  it  might  be 
mifapprehended,  without  any  deviation  from  pu- 
rity of  intention*  But,  in  the  inftance  refened 
to,  the  error  was  wilful  and  perverfe,  becaufe 
the  fentence  was  notorioufly  unjuft.  It  was  aifo 
obje£ted  t;o  the  bill,  that  it  was  pufhed  forward 
with  too  much  celerity,  and  was  inadequate  to 
that  exteniion  of  privileges  which  the  corpora* 

tioBi 
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tions  were  juAIy. entitled  to  ezpe£t  * ''•    In  order C HAP. 
to  affift  this  argument,  a  petition,    in  the  fame    ^'^  ^ 
fpirit,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  the  com-     ^5^^ 
mon   council  of  the  city ;  but,  being  found  to 
contain  a  claim  of  new  privileges,  it  wals  warmly 
oppofed  by.  the  tones,  as  invading  the  royal  pre* 
rogative^  from  which  the  grant  of  them  ought  to 
flow*'.    The  attempt  of  the  whigs  to  ohttruftp^^^^, 
the  bilLin  the  houfe  of  lords,  by  petitioning  for  both 
a  delay,  was  alfo  unfuccefsful,  though  it  pafled  houfes. 
there  only  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  **. 

The  thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons  were  pre-  The  to- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  for.  the  great  care  he  had  Hes  ob- 
exprefled  of  the  church  of  England,  in  the  late^*^*** 
alterations  he  had  made  in  the  lieutenancy  of  the  ^hMluto 
city  of  London  * '.     This  meafure  may  be  juftly  ,hc  king, 
confidered  as  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  fupe*  for  hay- 
rior  .influence  of  the  tories,  and  of  the  infalent'^^^**"«- 
exertion  of  that  influence.      They  were  aware  ^iijtj*;. 
that  the  changes  in  the  commifiions  of  the  militia^ 
which  had  been  direfted  by  them,  muft  have  fur- 
nifhed  their  enemips  with  the  juftefl  grounds  of 
cenfure.    To  prevent  this,  they  covered  the  mea- 
fure with  the  garb  of  merit,  by   conneding  it 
with  the  intereft  of  the  church  of  England. 

An  inquiry  was  indituted  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  lords 
concerning  the  charaftera  of  the  perfons  to  whom  inftitutc 
the  commiifions  of  the  militia  had  been  given.  *°  «quiry 
In  the  progrefs  of  this  inquiry,  the  lords  refolved  j^g  ^^^  ' 
to  call  for  the  evidence  of  fir  Robert  Clayton  and  charaaert 
fir  John  Treby ;    who,   wlien  the    queftion  of  of  the 
thanks  was  under  the  confideration  of  the-Jower  ^^j^^^ 
houfe,  had  oppofed  it,  on  account  of  their  per*  to^H^. 

milBons 
*•  Grcy'$  Debates,  vol.  X  p.  58.  in  the 

^'  Jouro.  Commonsy  lylh  April.  iDiIitia. 

**  Joam.  Lordsy  13th  May.     Lords' Debates, 
^^  JourD.  Commonsi  24th  Aprii. 
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C^AP.fonal  knowledge  of  the  demerit,   of  Tome    of 
xJ^l^  thofe  perfons,  promoted  by  the  late  alterations  in 
169a    ^^^  militia.       This  refolution  of   the  lords  was 
confidered  by  the  commons  as  iofidious  and  un* 
conftitutional,  by  requiring  them  to  become  ac- 
ceflary   to  their  own   crimination;  and   as   dif- 
refpedful  to  the  fovereign,  by  cenfuring  hb  no- 
mination of  the  militia,  a  right  which  was  vefted 
in  him  by  the  (latute  *  ♦.     The  lords  nevertbelefs 
perfevered  in  the  inquiry,  till  they  were  (lopped 
by  the  adjournment  of  parliament  *'. 
cwa^Dfi       ^^^  whigs,  reprefeuting  their  own  merits  and 
diefor*    claims  from  the   nation,  laid  the  greated  ftrefs 
leicares     upon  their  condud,  contrafted  with  that  of  the 
from  thofe  dories,  during  the  laft  years  of  the  life  of  Charles, 
accepted  *"^  ^^^  whole  reign  of  James.     While  the  latter 
of  com-    had  fupported,  they  had  oppofed,  arbitrary  mea- 
miffions    fures :  while  their  adverfaries  had  been  cherifhed 
without    j^jjj  promoted,  they  had  been  difgraced  and  ba- 
fJgiiiiL-  ^^^^  fro°^  ^^^  court.     It  is  certain,  however, 
uoos.      that    thefe  reprefentations   and  pretentions  were 
not  uniformly  true,  and  unexceptionable.     In  the 
.  end  of  the  reign  of  James,  many  of  the  diflenters 
had  been  allured  to  accept  of  religious  liberty, 
illegally  tendered  by  the  flretch  of  prerogative; 
and  fome  of  them  had  accepted  places  for  which 
they  were  difqualified  by  law.     It  appears  to  have 
been  with  a  view  to  expofe  the  tranfgreffions  of 
the  whigs,  that  the  tories'now  brought  in  a  bill, 
for  veiling  in  his  majefty  all  forfeitures  incurred 
by  thofe,  who  had  been  in  of&ce  in  the  late  reign, 
without  the  legal  qualifications ;  and,  that  none 
of  the  forfeitures  might  be  alleviated  or  remitted, 
a  claufe  w^  added,  ordaining  them  to  be  paid 

*♦  Journ.  Commons,  12th  May. 

.*5  Journ.  Lords,  i6ih,  1 7th,  and  aid  May.  . 

into 
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into  the  exchequer,  and  accounted  for  to  the  CHAP* 
public  **.       This  bill,    if    it  had  taken  pylace,     ^^^* 
muft  have  zSc&fiA  their  owa  Wends ;  but  Ae  ^'"J^Qa^ 
tories  were  willing  to  fufier  ia  their  jiecuniary  in- 
tereft$9  provided  that  they  ^ould  reduce  tbM  repu- 
tation of  their  aatag^nifts  to  the  fame  level  vifh  '' 
their  own.      Aft^r  having  paifed  the   honie  of 
commons,    it  w^ks  tlnrice  read  in  the  houfe  of 
loTids,  where  iome  amendments  were  pro{>o£ed ; 
but  the  adjournment  of  p^rliamenl:  took  {ilaoe 
before  thefc  were  agreed  to  by  jthe  other  houfe  •  ?  • 

An  ad  of  iaden^nkf,  under  the  form  of  an  Aa  of 
ad  of  grax:e  from  the  kjng,  obtaiiBed  the  cofi£snt  grace, 
of  botii  houre;s,  aa^  <:lofed  the  bii£aeis  of  this 
feffion.  1  hirty-two  perfons  only  were  excepted 
from  the  benefit  of  it.  it  polfed  w  the  hMit  of 
lord^  wtfhout  an^  oppoj^tioa,  .and  was  tran^ 
nutted  to  the  £o«imons,  mkk  thij  ^xixnodive  tef* 
timony  of  their  ^afipFob^tipa^  tbiit  k  had  paflel 
ujpanimouily  ^  **  '14^oi|gh  the  ol^eA  of  d^  iaU 
hM  beexi  aGce,p!t9J^  to  the  iiwtk  of  commdM, 
y«t  xhis  mode  of  ^otti&catjjon  mi^t  have  beien 
deemed  r^preheofiUe^  a$  a  prffscdmi  £ar  ob- 
uudi^g  tjbe  aiVldiority  of  om  branch  of  the  k- 
^iAatuTC,  in  OTfder  ao  iaAoence  theopaoioB  of  dbe 
4Mdien  tSoch^  hov^er^  was  the  diipa&tkm  of 
the  oommoM  <o  favour  ijbc  Mkmnity,  ahat 
-though  4^is  obBedioa  did  not  59fcape  notice,  ^at 
41  was  HQt  jnade  cheoocaiioin  ^  aity  iloiay,  <ar 
jfsU^u&ktij  40  their  ipaflitig  the  tbill.  it  was 
oaly  ^&isr  /ooofeotif^  to  /k,  tliat  i^y  appointed  a 
x>oi9imi»ae  to  ^^f:A  fw  praoeAcniar  wd  a>  iikatxr 


*^   Journ  Commons,  i;ihMay. 

jpiKo.  Lords,  «^th  aqd  19U1  M^f  • 
Journ.  Commons,  zid  May. 
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C  H  A  P.  up  reafons  in  bar  of  its  being  made  an  exam* 

1600.        ^^^  though  the  whigr  were  fubmiffive  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  yet  their  friends  and  par- 
tifans  through  t!  e  nation  loudly  exclaimed  againft 
the  z6t  of  indemnity.      A  torrent  of  abufe  was 
poured  out  on  the  cbarader  of  the  king :    he 
was  accufed  of  breaking  the  engagements  of  his 
declaration  ;  and  of  (baking  off  his  fird  friends, 
,  the  whigs,  to  employ,  in  their  place,  men  who 
had  been  trained  and  exercifed,  in  the  fchool  of 
tyranny  '  ""•    The  king,  impatient  to  affume  the 
command  of  the  army  in  Ireland,  put  an  end 
to  this  feffion  of  parliamCent  on  the  twenty-third 
of  May. 
State  of        After  the  convention  in  England,  and  in  Scot- 
Ireland,    i^^^  j^j^  fettled  William  upon  the  throne,  great 
1689.    hopes^  were  entertained,  that  Ireland  would  have 
fubmitted'  to  his  authority  without  coercion  or 
ftruggle.    The  earl  of  Tyrconnel,  the  lord  de- 
puty,    flu£luating  in  his  refolutions,  and  inca- 
.pable  of  retaining  any  attachment  repugnant  to 
•his  intereft,  had,  in  the  courfe  of  converfation 
with  the  proteftants  of  the  hi^heft  diftinction, 
made  advances  to  a  reconciliation  with  the  new 
government  of  England.    Upon  the  faith  ^f  his 
fincerity,  agents  had  been  fent  to  trieat  with  him ; 
and  it  was  imputed  to  their  treachery,  more  than 
to  his  backwardnefs,  that  the  title  of  William 
was  not  immediately  acknowledged".     Whe- 
ther it  was  with  the  profpe£l  of  obtaining  more 
favourable  conditions,  or  with  the  infidious  de- 
fign    of   amufing   expeftation,    and  fufpendin^ 

^^   Journ.  Comnionsy  ladMay,    Rafph»  roi.  ii.  p.2O0' 

3  ^  Publications  of  the  times. 

^ '  Apolology  for  tlie  Prott(taBU  in  Ireland. 

ho(tiiitie^> 
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hoftilitie^,  till  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  from  CHAP; 
l^rance,  Tyrconnel  ftill  continued  to  maintain  an    ^'* 
amicable  intercourfe  ^^ith  the  proteftants.     Hede-    j^gT^*^ 
clared,    that   though    he  felt  the   indifpeiifable 
obligation  of  adhering  to  James,  in  confequence 
of  the  trufl:   repofed   in   him,  yet  he  would  not 
ceafe  to  folicit  permiilion,    either  to   furrender 
Ireland  into  the  hands  of  William,  or  to  refign 
his  office ;  and  with  the  profeffed  puf pofe  of  car- 
rying thefe  defigns  into  execution,  he  fent  loM 
Mountjoy  and  baron  Price  to  wait   upon  king 
James  at  Saint  Germains  *  *.      The  imprifonment 
of  lord  Mountjoy  in  the  Baftile,  without  allowing 
him  to  explain   the   purport  of  his  commiflion, 
and  the  redoubled  aftivity  of  Tyrconnel  in  levy.  Duplicity 
ing  and  arming  the  Roman  catholics,    at  lafto^Tyr- 
opened   the  eyes  of  the  proteftanis  to  a  fertfe  of  *^®°°**- 
his  treachery,    and  of  that  fatal  credulity   into 
which    he  had  beguiled  them.      The  immenfe 
fuperiority  of  the  Roman  catholics,  the  inVete^ 
rate  rancour,  and  vindiftive  fpirit,  of  thofe  who 
had  been  deprived  of  their  eftates  by  the  a£i  of 
fettlement,    the  barbarity    of  the  lower  clafies 
of  the  people,  let  loofe  to  plunder  and  deftroy, 
fpread    an    univerfal     confternation    and   panic 
among  the-proteftants  ' ' .     With  the  mod  anxious  The  pro* 
importunity  they  implored  the  fpeedy  interpofi-  tcftants 
tion  of  England,  as  the  only  means  of  prevent- **""*^^* 
ing  the  immediate  deftrudtion,  and  the  utter  fub- 
verfion  of  the  proteftant  religion.     The  extreme 
tardinefs  of  the  convention  in  voting  fupplies, 
and  the  danger  of  diminiihing  the  military  force 
of  England  till  his  power  was  firmly  rooted  there, 
prevented    William   from  fending    aiTidance  to 

'*  Secret  Confults    of  the  Rom^n   Catholics   in  Ireland. 
State  Iraas,  T.  W.  vol.  iii. 
>'  Memoiri  of  Ireland. 

C  c  2  Ireland, 
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CH  At.  If  child,  adequate  to  the  exigency  and  expefta- 
^''*     tioti  of  his  friends  •  ♦.    A  great  number  of  pro- 
^^''^^"^  teftants 


itS89. 


3*  It  was  believed  by  Ibmc,  that  king  William  negle^ed  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  and  did  not  wtlh  to  Cru(h  the  rebellion  there« 
in  order  to  have  a  pretext  for  keeping  ttp  a  ftiHiding  army,  by 
\»hKch  he  might  more  firmly  cftabHih  his  power  ii  Engbrad. 
Lord  ClaKDooB  comaalaiQl  ^  the  unaccountable  reiuiiTnefs  of 
Wiliiam  about  the  atniirs  of  Ireland,  and  of  his  declining  ail 
converfatloa  with  him  upon  that  fubjedt.    Clarendon's  t>urT9 


Lord  DtttmoQth,  bi  his  notes  upon  Burnet's  Hiftoty,  itys, 
**  That  tlic  duke  of  Leeds  iiiformed  hira,  that  Tyrconnel  fent 
**  feveral  meflages  to  the  king,  intimating,  that  he  was  ready 
•*  to  deliver  up  Ireland,  if  he  wouW  but  give  him  a  decent  ex* 
**  cufe,  by  fending  any  thiii|  that  looked  like  a  force  to  denaand 
'*  it.  Btit  lofxi  Halifax  tM  litm,  that  if  irekod  was  quiet, 
^*  there  would  be  no  pretence  for  keeping  up  an  army ;  and 
*'  if  there  was  none,  he  would  be  turned  out  as  eafily  as  he  had 
«^  been  brooght  in."    Dalrymple's  App.  part  i.  p.  342. 

N^twithflanding  thele  allegations,  there  are  both  argunents 

a»d  fads,  which  i{ro«gly  oppofe  the  conduGoas  to  which  they 

lead,     if  the  danger  which  Wil^liam  incurred  was  obvious  and 

threatening,  the  remedy  propofed  was  precarious,  and  attended 

with   new,  and   pemirar  danger.      The  fepanivion  <>f  Irelaad 

from  Englafnd  was  t  certain  coniequeocc  of  the  rebeUicm  ibere, 

if  allowed  to  get  head.     The  advaatageft  which  James  wonld 

derive  from  the  pofleiEon  of  Ireland,  in  any  attempt  to  recover 

his  throne,  the  facility  with  which  he  could  aiiirfk^e  the  hopes 

and  fecond  the  efforts  of  liis  friends  in  England,  ^et«  ciStsm- 

(lancet  vhich  threatened  the  iafety  of  William,  and  ovciiia- 

lanced  any  fecuruy  he  could  esuped  from  a  ftafidiog  am^.     We 

(hould  cenainly  held  in  derilion  the  pradice  ot  the  empiric, 

who  recommended  to  liis  patient  to  cherrfh  a  difeatfe  "which  was 

preymg  upon  the  vit«ls  of  bis  conftitutiern,  in  order  to  enfare  him 

sganvft  feme  fuitden  and  deadly  makMly,  wlitdw  sAar  all,  wu 

oftly  coEMiagent, 

The  duke  of  Leeds,  10  the  courfe  of  convertation  with  lord 
Dartmouth,  might  bi  readv  enough,  upon  (canty  proof,  to 
afcribe  the  mififnanagomeat  of'^  affairs  ia  Ireland  to  Hhe  advkc  of 
lord  HaiiRuc,  whom  he  rivalled  in  the  favour  of  the  king  ;  nor, 
fnppoGng  that  lord  Hali£uc  had  gmn  fuch  advice  to  William, 
is  it  evident  that>be  purfasd  it. 

Though 
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teftants  traafported  themfelves  with  their  eflfeih  C  HA  ?. 
into  England,  and  thofe  who  renxaiqed,  thQujli  ,.^^1^^ 
profeffing  the   ftridefl  fidelity  to  Jarauea,   were     ,^j^ 
devoted  to  the  infults  and  rapine  of  furious  hai9t* 
ditti)  and  notbiug  but  the  undauuited  relblutioa 
of  a  few  proteftant  towns  prevented  the  univer- 
&1  fubmiffion  of  Ireland   to   the  autbQrity  Qf 
James  ^ ' . 

Thus  hoftilitiesy  in  Ireland,  commenced  under 
the  afpe£l  and  form  of  a  religious  war,  between 
the  Roman  catholics  and  the  proteftants.  J^mea, 
by  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Rpmaa 
catholic  army,  plimged  deeper  into  thoie  crimes 
by  which  he  had  forfeited  the  allegiance  of  Zngr 
land.  DependijQg  upon  fucb  an  army,  whatever 
bis  private  inclinations  mij^t  be^  he  was  broug^ 
under  the  neceiHty  of  profecuiing  meafures  whicH 
would  rivet  in  the  breads  of  his  proteftan^  fub^- 
je£ks,  impreflions  pf  bis  irreclaimable  hatred  la 
their  reUgion.*    He  feemed  to  be  only  yaryini;  his 

Though  the  king  had  notemertAJqed  « flrong  prtjudic?  ag^ioA 
Clarendon,  yet  his  being  obnoxious  to  that  party  in  Ireland  wl)o 
had  the  power  in  their  hands,  and'  wt)o  had  made-it  an  exptefs 
condition  of  their  opening  a  treaty  ^ifitii  WiJlitim,  that  ht  fhoold 
not  cQnfnlt  Cfareodon,  iui6cie<itfy  aosoiinc  for  that  r<e&rvft  ^d 
diflance  with  which  he  liilened  to  all  his  offers  of  information 
aind  advice  concerning  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland. 

The  only  method  William  could  employ  to  prevent  the  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland,  before  he  obtained  lupplies  from  parliament, 
"Was  negociation.  He  did  anally  employ  this  method. 
Colonel  Hamilton  was  recommended  at  a  perfon  the  modb  €&  to 
treat  with  Tyrconnel,  and  as  worthy  of  entire  confideflce*  He 
was  fent  to  Ireland  to  prepofe  oifers  to  Tyrconnel,  which,-  ft  is 
profaMible,  would  have  been  accepted,  but  Hamilton  pnovtrd 
treacherous,  and  advifed  him  to  hold  Ireland  for  James.  Mkf* 
ter  Temple,  fon  of  fir  William  Temple,  who  had  recooimcacbed 
colonel  Hamilton  to  the  king,*  was  lb  deeply  affe6ted  with  the 
confequences  of  the  miftake  he  had  committttd,  that  he  put  an 
end  to  hts  own  life. 

^'  Letter  of  Judge  Keating  to  Sir  Wtlluun  Temple. 

efforts 
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CHAP,  efforts  in  purfuit  of  the  fame  darling  objeft,  and 
^^X^  endeavouring  to  enforce,  by  the  fword,  that  fyf- 
1680.  ^^^  ^f  fuperftillon,  to  accotnplifli  which,  by  the 
influence  of  prerogative  and  the  violation  of 
eftablifhed  la^s,  had  been  the  (ludy  of  his  reign. 
The  weak  enthufiafm  and  oftentatious  bigotry 
of  James,  after  his  arrival  at  St.  Germains, 
copnteraAed  thofe  generous  feelings  which  were 
at  firft  ejfcited  by  his  misfortunes  and  degrada- 
tion, and  marred  the  energy  of  thofe  refources 
of  aid  which  he  derived  from  the  interpofition  of 
the  French  king.  He  devoted  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  converfation  of  the  jefuits ;  he  liftened 
with  implicit  refpeft  to  their  counfels,  and  feemed 
more  ambitious  to  have  his  name  enrolled  as  a 
member  of  their  fociety,  than  to  be  reftored  to 
jiis  throne-  No  profpei^  of  honour  or  fucceis 
could  allure  the  candidate  for  military  fame  to 
iight  under  the  banners  of  ^  commander,  who 
feemed  more  fit  to  prefide  in  a  cloifter,  than  in  a 
camp  ^^.  At  a  time  when  twp  rival  mini(Ur$ 
contended  for  fuperiority,  in  the  cabinet  qf 
,  Lewis,  James,  by  imprudenily  attaching  him- 
felf to  one  of  them,  provoked  the  refentment  qf 
the    other^    which  occafipned   the  delay,   and 

jinally 

^^  The  following  extrgds  from  a  celebrated  cotemporary  au- 
thofy  are  teflimonies^  of  the  Jow  cftiniation  in  wkiich  the  cha- 
raAer  of  James  *was  held  at  Paris  irr**  D^abord  U  alJa  defceo- 
'*  dre  aux  grands  jefuitesy  caufa  tr^  long  temps  avec  eujc«  & 
**  fe  Jes  fit  tons  prefenter.  La  converfation  finit'par  diircy  qu'ii 
**  etoit  de  leo^  fociet^.  CeJa  parut  dun  tr^  mauvais  gout." 
Memoirs  de  la  Coar  de  France*  par  U  Comte^e  de  Fayetce, 
torn.  ii.  p.  117. 

*'  Le  depart  du  roi  d*  Angleterre  pour  I'lrlande^  ne  laifla  pat 
^*  une  graode  efperance  au  roi  de  le  voir  remonter  far  le -crone. 
f*  II  o*aToit  pas  M  de  long- temps  eo  France,  fans  que  I'on  le 
**  connat  tel  qu'il  etoit ;  ce'ft  a  dire,  uo  hoiQme  efitet^  de  la 

•*  religioo, 


POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,  kc  391 

finally  the  diminution,    of  the  articles  of  pro- CHAP, 
mifed  aififtance  ' '.  ^.^^l^Li 

Under   thefe  difadvantaees,  James   arrived  at     .^^^ 
Kinfale   on  the  twelfth  of  March  one  thoufand  James 
fix  hundred  and  eighty-nine.     On  his  entrance '*««*»  •« 
into  Dublin,  he  was  met  by  the  Roman  catholic  ''^*'***' 
bifliops  and  priefts  in  their  pontificals,  bearing  the  29th 
hoft,  .which  he  adored  as  he  walked  in  folemn  April, 
proceffion  to  church,  to  offer  up  his  thanks,  ac* ' 
cording  to  the  mode  of  his  own  religion.    His . 
firft  aft  of  government  in  the  city  was  to  new-  * 
model   the  privy  council,  by  difmiffing  the  pro-  • 
teftants,  and  admitting  Koman  catholics  in  their  ^ 
place. 

On  the  feventh  of  May  the  Irifli  parliament  The  par- 
met,  perfectly  prepared  to  enter  into  the  views  lament 
of  James.     Lord  Tyrconnel,  together  with  the  JJ^ 
writs  of  fummons,  had  addrefled  letters  to  all  the 
eleftors,  recommending  the  perfons  on  whom  the. 
king  wiihed  their  choice  to  fall.    Thefe  recom- 
^mendations  had  fuch  influence,  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  members  returned  were  attached  to  the 
Roman  catholic  intereft.     In  the  upper  houfe, 
out  of  iucty-nine  protedafit  peers,  only  five ;  and 
out  of  twenty-two  bifhops,    only  four,,  had  the 
refolution  to  attend   their  duty ;  while,  by  the 
reverfal  of   attainders,    and  by  new  creations, 
the  number  of  Roman  catholic  peers  amounted 


'^religion,  abancfonn^  d'une  roaniere  extraordinaire  aax  je-. 
"  fuitcs  Ce  n'cut  pas  €xt  pourtant  fon  plus  grand  defaut  a 
"  regard  de  la  cour.  Mais  iJ  etoit  foible,  ci  fupporcott  plucot 
**  fcs  malheuft  par  infenlibilit^y  que  par  courage,  quoiqu'il  fuc 
'*  0^  avec  une  extreme  valeur,  foutenue  du  mepris  de  la  mort  fi 
'*  conimunaux  Anglois."  Ibid.  p.  148. 
*^  Ibid  p.  J  28.    Life  of  James,  1690—2. 
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G  H  A\*.xf,  forty-two  ^  ^.  The  king  addreffed  hk  parliir 
^^^^^,  ment  in  a  fpeech,  declaring  his  purpofe  to  maiiw 
1^0  ^^^  liberty  of  confcience^  and  proinifing  his 
(confent  to  Akh  laws  as  were  for  the  good  of  the 
nation,  the  improvefnent  of  trade,  and  tile  re- 
lief df  perfons  who  had  been  injured  by  the  tSi 
of  fettlcroent  '•• 

if  the  proteftants  had  hitherto  indulged  adj 
hopes  of  proteAioii  and  juftice,  from  the  folemn 
and  reiterated   promifes    of  king   Jam€s,   tbele 
bopnee  ^ere  entirely  extinguiflied,  by  that  claufe 
of  bis  Ibeech,  which  referred   to  the    relief  of 
thofe  wno  had  been  injured  by  the  aft  of  fettk- 
ment.     It  was  underftood  as  a  prelude  to  a  total 
resolution  of  property. 
Aas  ot       The  bouf«  of  commons  entered  with  impeta- 
fetdement  ofity  on  the  dtfpatch  of  a  bufmefs,  iu  the  higheft 
and  ex.    (Jegree  interefting  and  hicrative  to  themfeWes. 
iScl  ^^^'  the  right  of  the  king  had  beefi  recognifed, 
a  bill  was  brought  in,  for  repealing  the  ads  of 
fetdement  and  explanation,  and  carried  through 
with    circumftances    of  precipitancy,   puerilityi 
and  mdenefs,  equally  derogatory  to  the  digBity 
and  juftice  of  the  houfe  *''•     When  th€  motion 
•  for  the  repeal  of  thefe  ads  was  made,  the  whole 

houfe  refounded  with  huzzas ;  the  bill  was  read  a 
^  firft  and  a  fecond  time,   and  committed  on  the 

'  •  Memoirs  of  Ireland. 

>'  Journals  of  the  parliament  of  Dpblin. 

♦°  The  ad  of  iettiemenc  pafled  foon  after  die  rcftoration. 
The  purport  of  it  was,  to  reftore  the  eUat^s  of  all  thofe  perfons 
who  had  been  turned  out  of  them  during  the  ufurpation,  among 
whom  were  a  great  nurpber  of  the  friends  of  Charles  I.  It 
was  found,  that,  by  the  execution  of  this  ad,  many  pfrfons, 
who  had  not  been  concerned  in  the  Irifh  rebellion,  and  others, 
who  had  obtained  edates  by  f&ir  purphafe,  muH  have  been  dif- 
iaflcffed  of  their  property.  To  prevent  this,  the  ad  of  expit* 
fKon  W&s  paifed.    State  Tfaas»  T.  W.  yoLiii. 

fame 
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hmt  day.    ft  wad  moved,  that  the  aft  of  fetttcw  C  »  A  ?. 
mcnt  (hooid  be  burnt  by  the  hands  af  the  con»-  ,  ^^^.^^ 
moD  hangman  :  it  was  ftyled  a  horrid  and  barba-     ^^^^ 
rous  aft?  and   they  finatJy   refolved,  that  who- 
foever  alleged  any  thing  contrary  io  ttHs  refblu- 
tion  fliotttd  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  coim* 
try*'. 

The  bill  met  witb  a  ftitl  and  aiu^mated  difcuffiefH 
in  (he  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  objections  to  it 
were  ftated  with  a  precifi6n   and  force,  whicll 
could  only  have  been  Oighied  by  the  mod  h^trden* 
ed  contempt  of  juftice  ♦*.    The  repeal,  in.  itfetf  ^ 
a  mighty  grievance,  was  to  be  carried  into  exe* 
cution  dpon  a  plan  the  mod  unjuft  and  oppreflive* 
For  though  it  was  ordained,  that  there  fhonld  be  ^^^^^ 
an  examination  of  the  evidence,  upon  which  per*  qucncet 
fons  founded  their  claims  for  being  reftored  to  the  of  the 
poffeflioB   of  their  edates,  yet  this  was  to  little  repeal, 
purpofe.  while  ho  penahy   was  enafted  to  over- 
awe thofe,    who,  without  the  fbadow  of  right, 
violently  difpoffefled  the  prefent  proprietors.     No 
compenfation    was   afligned    for   improvements ; 
no  time   allowed  for  the  prefent  poflefTors  to  re-  ■ 
move  their  ftock  ;  as  if  it  had  been  intended  that 
it  (hould   fall  into  the   hands  of  the  fucceflbrs, 
whofe  i  npetuous  rapacity  prevented  the  former 
from  fecuring  the  revcrfion  of  leffeds  which  be- 
longed to  them,  according  to  ^  fair  interpreta- 
tion of  the  aft  *^ 

In  order  to  extend  the  range  of  oppreffion,  and  a  a  for  ^ 
to  render  it  ftill  more  enormous,  an  aft  pafled,  indemni- 
"  for  punifiiment  of  wafte  upon  lands  reftorable  ^y^^g}^^ 
"  to  pfOptietprs.''     It  requiied  no  effort  of  ingje-  foJ!f[o*^h<; 

nuity  rcllorcd 
byii. 
*»  Letter  fron>  Dublin.  , 

♦*  Biihop  of  lyleaih'fc  Speech. 
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CHAP,  nuity  m  the  nefw  claimant,  when  the  eje^Sled  {»©• 
^^^2^JJ^  priecors  were  poflfefled  of  (lock  or  moaey,  to  dc- 
i68o.    ^^'^  fiditious  charges  of  wade,  equivalent  to  tbdr 
whole  remaining  property  **. 
Aa  of  To  fuch  of  his  majefty's  catholic  fubje&s  21 

forfeitore:  could  plead  no  right  to  ancient  property,  an 
abuntlant  fource  of  provifion  was  opened,  by  an 
ad:  of  forfeiture,  the  moft  comprehenfive  and 
produdive,  for  it  ordained  the  confilcation  of 
the  eftates,  not  only  of  fuch  as  were  openly  and 
diredly  engaged  in  oppofition  to  James,  but  of 
all  the  perfons  who  aided  them,  and  who  lived  or 
correfponded  with  them.  The  ellat^  of  abfent 
proprietors  were  vefted  in  the  king,  and  no  ex* 
ceptions  made  in  favour  of  thofe  who  were  under 
age,  or  detained  in  another  country  by  fickaeb  or 
unavoidable  accident ;  and  all  fufpeded  perfons, 
who  did  not  furrender  themfelves  to  trial  before 
the  tenth  of  Auguft,  were  to  be  attainted.  In 
confequence  of.  thefe  a£ts,  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  perfons  were  deprived  of  their  ellates; 
in  which  number  were  included  fifty-five  proteT* 
tant  pe^rs,  and  eighty-three  clergymen  **•  To 
prevent  any  mitigation  of  punifhment  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  prerogative,  and  to  remove  the 
charge  of  perfonal  tyranny,  by  pufliing  matters 
to  an  extremity  of  violence,  it  was  enaded,  that 
the  king's  pardon  (hould  be  of  no  effect  to  any 
perfon  defcribed  in  the  aft  of  forfeiture,  unle^ 
that  pardon  was  enrolled  before  the  firft  of  No- 
vember one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine.  To  (hut  up  every  channel  by  which  the 
ignorant  might  be  informed  of  danger,  or  the 
penitent  encouraged  to  lay  hold  of  that  fcanty 

^^  Keating*!  Reroondrance. 
♦*  King's  State  of  Ireland. 

refervation 
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refenrarion  df  mercy  which  was  provided  by  ihe  C  H  A  p. 
ftatute,    it  wa«    declared  treafon  to  hold  cor-  ,  ^^ 
refpondence  with  any  perfon  engaged  in  rebel-  \cn^ 
lion  ♦•.  ^' 

The  parliament,  having  provided  inexfaauftible  Aas  fatal 
revenues  for  themfelves  and  their  Roman  catholic  «©  «*>«Fo» 
friends,  next  extended  their  generofity  to  the^cMv* 
clergy  of  the  Roman  catholic  faith.  Treading 
in  the  footfteps  of  their  fovereign,  and  profeffing 
to  fupport  liberty  of  confcience,  they  enaded, 
laws  which  tendied  to  extinguilh  the  fubfiftence 
of  the  proteftant  clergy,  and  to  deprive  them  of 
proieftion,  in  the  exercife  of  their  fundions. 
Having  repealed  every  ftatute  which  feemed  to 
obftrufi  liberty  of  confcience,  under  the  pretext 
of  providing  equally  for  the  clergy  of  every  fed, 
rhey  enaded,  that  the  tithes  of  the  eftates  of 
Roman  catholics,  fhouid  be  paid  to  the  clergy  of 
their  own  perfuafion.  As  by  the  repeal  of  the 
ad  of  fettleme^t,  jilmoft  the  whole  landed  pro* 
party  devolved  upon  the  Roman  catholics,  fo  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  church  was  alfo  transferred 
to  xheir  clergy.  The  repeal  of  an  ad  of  Charles 
the  Second,  which  appropriated  a  certain  fum 
out  of  the  rents  of  houfes  for  mainit^ining  thj^ 
city  clergy,  completed  the  fpoil  of  the  church, 
and  accompliihed  the  ruin  of  the  proteftant  re* 
Hgion,  as  effedualiy  as  if  it  had  been  aboliflied 
by  an  ad  pf  parliament.  Though  the  deftrac* 
tion  of  their  ecclefiaftical  power  niuft  have  been 
a  neceflary  CQnfequen^ e  of  the  forfeiture  of  th^ir 
revenue,  yet,  in  order  to  haften  its  downfal,  dif<' 
fenters,  of  every  denomination,  were  declared  to 
be  free  from  the  juriijdidion  of  ^e  proteftant  ec- 
clefiaftical courts  ' '  • 

♦•  King's  Staw  of  Ireland 
*^  Memoirs  of  irelan^L 

JTht 
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CHAP.      The   executive  government  caught  the   fame 

^^^^^[^fpirit  of  oppreffion,   ivhich  dilated  the  tefolu- 

1689.    tions  of  parliament ;  and  anticipated  that  feve- 

Violcot     rity,  which  it  was  their  purpofe  to  prefcribc  and 

proceed-   ratify.     Protcftant  churches  were  violently  feized 

*^^^      by  the  ibldiers,  and  either  put  iato  the  hands  of 

thcpro-    Roman  Catholics,  for  the  performance  of  relxgi- 

teftants.    ous  fervice  according  to   their  own  forms ;    or 

turned  into  garrifons  and  barracks,  for  the  ac- 

commodation  of  the  army.      Sddiers  quartered 

upon  proteftants  made  wade  of  proviGons,  and 

treated  the  families  in  which  they  refided>  with 

the  moft  (hocking  rudenefs  and  barbarity.     Pro^ 

te€tions  were  granted  upon  the  payment  of  heavy 

fees ;  but   a   renewal  of  them  was  required,  a^ 

often  as  the  officers  of  government  in  the  diilrid 

were  changed  ;  and  they  were  frequently  fee  afide, 

under    the   pretext     of   frivolous   informalities. 

Oppreffive  frauds   were  daily  committed  againd 

traders,    whofe  (hips,   after  q^orbitant  fees  ha(^ 

been  paid  for  clearance,  were  flopped,  fearched^ 

and  defpoiled  of  the  mofl  valuable  parts  of  thei^ 

cargoes.       Provifions  and  goods  of  every  kind 

were  rated  at  an  arbitrary  value,  and  the  price  0^ 

them   afterwards   paid  in  bafe  coin,  not   wortH 

above  a  thirtieth  part  of  its  nominal  value  ^ ' . 

^*  King's  Appendix.  James,  after  his  arft?al  in  Irei 
landy  ordered  a  coinage  of  brafs  or  copper  money,  and  ifiued  \ 
prodiimation  enjoining  all  perfbns  to  receive  it  in  payment  fo< 
goods,  under  the  fevereft  penalties.  It  is  faid,  that  no  Icfs  1 
luiQ  than  9dvOOoL  was  iflued  of  this  coin  The  oppreiTioi 
k\\  almoU  entirely  npon  the  proteflaots;  it  was  firltpaidu 
thofe  who  held  commi (lions  under  the  king,  who  were  all  Roniaj 
catholics.  The  proteftants  were  obliged  tu  part  with  their  gooii 
at  their  original  Talue.  The  gr^ateft  part  of  the  comtneren 
body  in  Ireland  wereproteftantSy  and^  rberefore,  the  bafe  maDej 
ran  quickly  into  their  pockets. 

Thi 
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The  fa^^  now  recited  are  of  importance,  be-  C  H  A  P. 
caufe  they  exhibit)  more  ihan  any  general  de*  ^'^^ 
fcriptioa  can  do^  the  featores  and  character  of  ^"^7^ 
that  government,  over  which  James  now  prefided,  Effc(^  of 
and  may  be  fuppofed,  indifferent  views,  to  have  the  go- 
operated  to  the  fecurity  of  the  revolution  in  vcmmeot 
England.  ^  ^      ?l^]^2'^ 

I .  Thefe  fpecimens  of  his  government,  during  j^nd, 
the  fliort  period  that  James  fwayed  the  fceptre  in  upon  the 
Ireland,  ferved  to  difplay  the  inherent  tyranny  of  "^»n<l»  ^f 
his  difpofition,  and  the  irreclaimable  bigotry  of  ^^^^^' 
his  principles*    In  Ireland  he  was  placed  in  a  new 
Rate  of  probation,  and  under  the  immediate  in- 
{pe6\ion  of  his  EngliOi  fabjedls  :  their  eyes  were 
intently  fix^d  ijpon  every  motion  of   his  con* 
duft.     By  reverfing  th^  fyftem  of  his  ^policy,  by 
a  temperate  ufe  o7  power,  by  the  impartial  ad«- 
miniftration  of  juftice^  the  a8e£ttonr^  his  late 
fubje£ts  might  have  been  awakened,  his  paft  «nif'> 
cG«^u£t  forgotten,  confidence  reftored,  and  tSte 
heredjitary  dignity  of  his  family  matntaiAed.    Buc^ 
inftead  cf  fymptoms  of  reformation,  the  fleeting 
period  of  his  government  teems  with  frefli  ex~ 
amples  of  per^nal  weaknefs,    and  poliidcal  mif** 
demeanours  :    enthufiafm  and   bigotry,  fuperfli- 
tionand  tyranny,  mark  his  fteps,  and  conBrm  the 
difgaft   and    horror    of     his    f^glifii    fubjedts. 
Though  it  ihould   be  admitt-ed,  that  James  was 
not  perfe£l  mafter  of  his  own  adions  in  Ireland  ; 
that,  in  particular  inftances,  he  was  over-ruled  by 
the  petulance  of  French  counfellors,  or  the  ve« 
hetnence  of  Irifh  fadion ;  yet  the  effei^s  of  his 
^vetnment  were,  in  the  higbeft  degree,  alarm- 
ing to  the  people  in  England,   over  whom  he 
wiflied  to  refume  his  dominion.     Nor  was  it  of 
confequtnce  what  the  private  inclinations  of  the 
king  might  be,   while  they  were  controlled  and 

directed 
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CHAP.direfted  by  influence,  inflexibly  boftile  to  tk 
^J^^-^  faws  of  a  free  and  proteftant  ftate  ^^. 
1689.  2-  T^^^  afliftance  of  French  foldiers,  and  the 
predominant  influence  of  French  counfellon, 
placed  James,  while  in  Ireland,  in  a  ftate  0: 
avowed  enmity  to  his  native  country.  His  dif* 
avowal  of  French  influence,  at  the  commeoce> 
ment  of  his  reign,  had  almoft  entirely  aboliibd 
the  fuipicions  and  prejudices  which  had  difturbed 
the  minds  of  the  people,  upon  the  diftant  prof* 
peft  of  his  fucceeding  .to  the  throne.  After  he 
had  loft  credit  for  thefe  declarations,  their  at- 
tachment began  to  decline,  and  the  well  known 
antipathy  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  France, 
more  than  all  his  other  illuftrious  qualifications, 
recommended  him  to  popular  favour,  and  en- 
fured  the  fuccefs  of  his  expedition,  llie  dedan- 
tion  of  war  againft  France,  which  was  the  coo* 
fequence  of  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  recon- 
ciled the  hearts  of  many  in  England  to  a  revolu- 
tion in  government,  which  they  at  firft  difliked. 
The  friends  of  France,  Whoever  they  were,  ne- 
ceflarily  became  the  enemies  of  England.  With 
regard  to  James  and  William,  perfonally  confi- 


^^  Id  confutation  of  the  apology  for  th«  conduA  of  Jzbxu 
afcribed  to  the  influence  of  thofe  who  advifed  him»  it  maybe 
obienredy  that  certain  arbitrary  exertions  of  the  preroptite,  is 
oppoiition  to  the  opinion  and  intereft  of  hit  coaofdlorsj  iiMi> 
cated  his  innate  'fem)>er  and  difpofition. 

While  his  p arliament,  obfequioil's  to  his  commands^  wis  yet 
fitting,  he  levied  by  his  proclamation  20,000!.  per  mootb,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  upon  all  chattels  and  perfonal  eftates ) 
and  he  was  much  dirpleafed  becaute  his  power  to  do  this,  vu 
,  called  in  quedion.  He  difcovered  great  partiality  10  decidis; 
upon  matters  of  dtfpute  between  Roman  catholics  and  pfotd- 
tants*  He  often  broke  faith  with  the  latter,  and  was  t^gmM 
to  fome  of  the  proteftaot  bi(hops  and  nobility,  who  hmi  tnnA- 
aWy  adhered  to  his  iotereft. 

dered, 
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Icred,  the  afFe£tions  of  many  might  remain  in  a  C  HA  P. 
late  of  neutrality,  or  fluctuation ;  but,  conlider-  ^^^^^^ 
»d  in  the  relation  in  which  they  ftood  to  the  mor-    153^, 
tal  enemies  of  England,  all  deliberation  and  fuf- 
penfe  were  at  an  end. 

3.  The  unprecedented  barbarity  with  which 
the  proteftants  were  treated  by  the  united  armies 
of  James  and  France  '  °,  the  courage  and  theper- 
feverance,  with  which  they  defended  themfelves 
againfl:  fuperior  numbers,  and  fuftained  unpa- 
ralleled hardfliips,  recommended  them  to  general 
fympathy  and  admiration,  Their  fupplications, 
long  difregarded,  became  more  clamorous  and 
urgent,  united  the  fcntiments  of  all  parties  in 
England,  made  a  deep  impreilion  upon  the  hearts 
of  the  people ;  and  conftrained  the  parliament, 
which  had  been  long  dilatory,  to  take  vigorous 
and  effeftual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  Ireland. 
Had  James  condu£ted  himfelf  there  with  modera* 
tion  and  impartiality,  he  might  foon  have  become 
mafter  of  that  kingdom ;  and  would  have  con- 
tended,  with  great  advantage,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  authority  in  England,  when  perfpnal  dil- 
appointments  and  pglitical  animofities  began  to 
loofen  the  affe&ions  of  the  people  from  their  new 


/^  The  marftal  Rofenc,  who  commanded  the  French  armj 
under  James,  qrdered  -dll  the  inhabitants  within  thirty  miles  oif 
Loodonderry,  not  excepting  children,  the  difeafed,  the  aged^ 
and  women  with  child,  to  be  colleAed  and  driven  before  the 
wills  of  Londonderry,  whete  they  remained  without  food 
many  days.  l*htTe  amounted  to  the  number  of  four,  fomc 
authors  fay,  of  fevcn  thoufand.  Several  hundreds  perifhed 
through  hunger  and  cold  on  the  fpot ;  and  thofe  uho  returned 
home,  iboo  met  with  the  fame  fate,  their  fcoufes  and  all  the- 
count! y  round  being  plundered.  Orders  were  ifTued  for  de- 
Aroying  the  houfes  and  mills,  not  only  of  thofe  who  were  in 
tdual  rebellion,  but  of  all  their  relations  and  friends.  King's 
State  of  Ireiaod. 

3  fovereigo. 
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THE  History  of 

fovereigiu  But  the  outrageous  viobtiou  of  jof* 
tice  flamped  upon  every  meafure  of  the  Irlfli  pax- 
liament,  the  examplee  of  bigotry  aad  of  an  ar- 
bitrary fpirit^  flowkig  from  the  fpontaneous  in* 
clination  of  the  king,  and,  above  all,  the  eoc*- 
motts  cruelties,  perpetrated  by  the  Iriih  army,  in- 
fpired  a  general  horror  at  the  apprebeniion  of  his 
return,  and  animated  the  exertions  of  all  parties 
to  drive  him  from  the  vicinity  of  England. 

The  negled  and  rairmanagement  of  the  afiain 
of  Ireland  had  furniihed  conilant  topics  of  de- 
clamation againU  the  king's  miniilers,  during  the 
esdilence  of  the  convention  parliameoL  Aiter 
unaccountable  delays,  maribal  Schonxberg  failed 
from  England  in  Auguft  one  thouiand  fix  hun* 
dred  and  eighty-nine,  with  about  ten  thoufaod 
men,  for  the  relief  of  Ireland.  The  negled  aad 
treadiery  of  agents,  hitherto  complained  o^ 
were  iUll  confpicuous  ia  the  deficiency  of  carn- 
ages, proviiions,  aad  every  accommodation  £ot 
the  field.  The  want  of  .difcigaline  in  the  Iriih 
troops^  the  indolence,  difobed^eace,  and  extor- 
tion, of  oiEcers,  and  the  great  fuperioritjf  of  the 
enemy,  obliged  Scbomberg  xo  fuirfue  the  plan  of 
a  cautious  and  defeoiive  var,  and  e:s^bi  bkax  t» 
unmerited  reproach.  Difeafe,  the  cenfequence 
of  bad  provifibns,  fwept  away  a  great  proportion 
of  the  En^ifti  army  dwng  the  wmtjcr  *  *  •  All 
ihefe  circumflatices  determined  kii\g  Wiltiaoi  to 
put  himlelf  at  tht  head  of  che  army  in  Ireland. 
He  arrived  Athene  on  the  foortetntli  of  Jnne,  <Mt 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nmcty  ;  and  embntced 


^'  Scliombci|;*s  ioetCBf  to  WHlim,  SMrya^lo,  Ap.^nttii. 
|).  43.  Wheo  WiUiM  weiu  to  Hiieisnd,  hit  mofxamUM  c*r 
thtrcy-fiK  Jihoaiimd  men,  indudiog  £t)gtifli,  flitnch,  aodCcr- 

tke 
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the  fif  ft  dpportanity  after  his  arrival,  of  engaging  CHAP, 
the  enemy.     By  a  complete  viftory  at  the  Boyne, ;  jf"' 
on  thexfirft  0/ July,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred    ^^g^^ 
and  ninety,  he  turiied  the  tide  of  fuccefs  in  fa-  and  gafnt 
vour  of  the  proteftants  *  *.  a  com- 

James,  with"  that  precipitate  deffiair  which  P^^*^** 
marked  his  charadler,  abandoned  his  friends  in  ^^^' 
Ireland.  The  complete  reduction  of  that  king- 
dom was  a  tedious  and  difHcult  work.  The  ob- 
ftinate  bravery  of  the  Roman  catholic  nobility, 
feconded  by  the  {kill  of  the  French  officers,'  pro* 
traded  the  Irifli  war  till  the  furrender  of  Lim^ick, 
.  on  the  third  of  0£tober,  one  thoufand  fix  hun« 
dred  and  ninety-one. 

*»  Story,  p.  78. 


Pd  CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XIII. 


A  ^effion  of  PixrVtamenU—Aiireps  ^  hoth  itoujis  U  the 
Kin^  dhd^een. --tJnanimUy  J  ths  Cimkdns—CaupS  if 
Wts.-^ji  ^n^iotiy  xohfther  th  ko^l  P'aridk  kari  /*- 
ftach^tnty  hto'O'ei  M  ibi  tioufsofLdrilt.'^DnUrmirj 
^Aa  KtOitirnini  tifi  Potu/r  of  thk  Cmfn^ntrs  9f  Hm  Ai- 
miralty. — Supplies, — Bill  for  appointing  Co&miffiomrt  of 
Public  Accounts— for  raifing  Money  for  the  public  Service 
out  of  the  forfeited  Ejlates-^  Parliament  adjourned^'-^ 
Objervations  upon  the  Interference  of  Engiahd  in  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Continents— Merit  of  tyUliam  informing  the 
Grand  Alliance. — He  attends  the  Congrefs  at  tie  Hague-^ 
returns  to  England — goes  back  to  Holland — takes  the  Com^ 
mand  of  the  Army. — Short  l^iew  of  the  Campaigns  1690 
and  ibqi.^'i^Caufes  of  Change  in  the  Sentiments  and  Tem^ 
per  of  the  People^  and  Parties  in  England. — The  RjeduGin 
of  ireland.'^Great  Expence — and  ill  Succefs  of  the  War* 
^^Jealoufy  of  the  King's  Partiality  to  the  Dutib.—Unfa^ 
vourable  Views  of  the  Conditions  upon  which  the  ctnfede^ 
rate  Powers  had  united —and  of  their  Strength. — Lojfes 
fujlained  by  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation. — DifirffeSion 
of  many  of  the  Members  of  the  Church. — Third  Sefjion  of 
.  the  fecond  Parliament, — Baciwardnefs  of  the  Commons  in 
granting  Supplies — their  Ill-humour, — Supplies  granted.-^ 
Inquiry  concerning  the   Ina£fivity  of  the  Fleet. — Bills  ts 
check  Abufes  in  the  Revenue  and  public  Offias.^^Tbe  In- 
fluence  of  the  Tories  augmented  by  a  farther  Change  §f 
Minifiry  in  their  Favour. 

^  C  H  AP.  /V  NOTHER  feffion  of  the  fecond  parliament 
XIII.  /j^  of  William  wa$  opened  on  the  fecond  of 
*  y""^  October  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety. 
A  Vcfljoo  A  he  king  mentioned  his  fuccefs  in  having  reduced 
of  parlla-  Ireland  to  fuch  a  condition  as  to  be  no  longer  a 
meet.  charge 
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chgrgc  tQ  Jlrigl&nd;  \i^  hinted  «  the  deftcbacy  CHAP, 
of  the  fuppU?§,  by  pr^ifing  his  army  for  havipff  v^M^L^ 
patiently  endured  gteat  hardfliip^  with  little  pay  }  ,g^ 
lie  eKprefled  his  ?:eal  for  the  public  good,  by  fub? 
j^Aing  \m  revenue  to  the  expence§  qf  the  war ; 
?^^d  he  alluded  to  a  hie  alanx>,  occafjoned  by  t\\q 
French  fleet  upon  the  coaft  of  England,  in  Qj-det 
to  excite  them  to  grant  liberal  fypplies.  He  pre- 
pared them  for  e^tenfiye  demands,  by  reminding 
then^  of  large  ar^ea  *  due  to  the  army^  ^nd  th? 
fupplies  neceflf^ry  for  it$  future  maintei^ance,  and 
thl^t  of  t^e  navy,  jieither  of  which  could  ^dmit 
ipf  any  redudlion.  He  reprefcnted  tjie  whole  fuc- 
icef^  of  the  confederate  army  ?s  depending  upop 
the  fpeed  ap4  vigour  of  the  njpfiUjres  taken  by 
ihem.  Thp  ^ffeftjons  of  jhe  peppje,  difplayed 
Jiy  th^ir  r^ady  feryices  while  the  Frpqch  fleet  was 
upon  iheir  cq^fif  an4  in  the  courfe  of  bis  late 
e^fpieditian,  hi^  confidered  as  a  happy  pjspen  of  the 
teinp^r  of  their  reprefeptatiyes;  He  exprpffed  a 
deep  concern  for  the  mifcondudt  of  thi?  fleet, .  ?pd 
^,  defir^  q(  feeing  the  honour  of  the  nation  yin- 
dieted,  hy  fhe  e^empl^ry  pwpiftn^ent  of  the 
guilty.'.. 

^  The  French  fl/?et  jippcarcd  po  t})t  cqiA  of  Engjgoc)  ^oth 
jan«  ^6^f  l^efpre  Uiat  of  England  1^29  pfepar£4  to  receive  it. 
IfOfd  Torrington,  the  commander,  not  being  a  raaich  for  the 
Preach,  returned  to  Porifroouih  to  obtain  a  reinforcement  of 
fl^en  and  (hips.'  Great  was  the  aiaxtti  of  the  nation  ;  a  ,coofi)i- 
nej  of  the  ^a^obitcs  ^sof  fiifpe^ed.  The  qneen,  ^ter  ^dviun^r 
with  the  Jiayy  ^ard,  fp.nt  orc^er?  to  Tor^j/ig^on  fp  engage  |he  * 
French.  He  engaged  thsm  accordingly  olF  Beachy-he;)d,  01^ 
the  30th  of  June,  and,  after  having  lullained  considerable  lofs, 
was  forced  10  retreat.  The  Engltih  Jolt  two  ihjps.  Three 
Dutch  (hips  of  the  line  were  funk  during  the  engagement,  and 
they  were  obliged  to  fct  6re  to  three  more,  to  prevent  their 
falhng  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Many  brave  officers  and 
feamcn  fell  in  the  engagement. 

D  d  2  Both 
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CHAP.     Both  houfes  teftified  great  fatisfa^Vion  with  his 

^^^^'    majefty's  fpeech,    and    agreed  upon  prefenting 

1690.    Separate  addreffes  to  the  king  and  queen.     Thdr 

Addrefles  addreflfes  to  the  king  were  full  of  congratulations 

of  both     upon  his  fuccers  ill  Ireland,  of  affurances  to  aflift 

th  "1^2°  him,  and  to  fupport  the  government  againft  all 

and          ^^'  enemies.     To  the  qiieen,  their  addreffes  were 

qaeen.      expreffed  in  terms  of  the  moil  flattering  applaufe : 

by  her  prudent  adminiltration  intcrnaJ  peace  and 

quiet  had  been  maintaitied,^  while  the  nation  was 

threatened    with    the  invafion    of   a  powerful 

enemy ;     Sind,     by    her  exemplary   compofure, 

amidit   alarnnpg  dangers,  (he  had  fuftained  the 

courage  of  her  fubjefts,  and  animated  them  to 

the  tndft  (pirjted  and  fuccefsful  exertions  *• 

Unanimi-      No  ftflfion  of  p&rliament,  in  the  courfe  of  this 

ty  of  the  feign,  difcovered  greater  unanimity,  loyalty,  and 
commons.  ,..'^    ,.  .         .1?  ^     l*  u  ^        '     j 

liberality,  than  that  which  now  comes  under  our 

obfcrvation  '.      The  decided   fuperiority  of  the 
tories  over  the  whigs,  in  all  their  confii£ls  during 
C2M^t%Jo{  the  preceding  feflion,  had  damped  the  fpirit  of 
this-         enterprii'e  in  the  latter,  and  fuggefted  to  them  the 
wifer  policy  of  endeavouring  to  regain  power  by 
conceflion  and  complaifance,  rather  than  by  open 
and  violent   oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  the 
court.     A  confiderable  proportion  of  oflices  were 
flill  left  in  their  hands,  and  fome  incidents  encou- 
raged them  to  hope,  that,  by  a  gentle  and  natural 
progreliion,  their  influence  in  the  cabinet  might 
again  prevail,  and  be  eftablifhed.     Lord  GodoK 
phin,  who  now  began  to  aflbciate  with  the  leaders 
of  the  whi^s,    was  placed  at   the  head  of  the 
treafury,  in  the  room  of  fir  James  Lowther.    Sir 

^  Journ.  Lords,  6th,  7th,  and  Journ.  ComrooDS,  8th  Oc- 
tolx:r. 

'  Letter  oi  Burnet  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  14th  Goober  1690 

John 
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John  Somers  held  the  office  of  foHcitor  general,  CHAP, 
and,  by  his  abilities  and  virtues,  was  every  day  ^^l^_^ 
fining  upon  the  confidence  of  the  king.     The    i^, 
vrhigs  had  lately  augmented  their  flock  of  merits 
and  flrengthened  their  claims  to  royal  favour, 
by  the  readinefs  and  liberality  with  which  they  . 
had  fubfcribed  to  Hfe  public  fupplies,  while  their 
antagonifls,  preferred  to  them  in  trufl  and  office, 
difcovered  either  want  of  confidence  in  the  flabi- 
lity  of  the  prefent  government,  or  want  of  at^  • 
tachment  to  it,  by  being  averfe  to  trufl  their  prp- 
perties  in  the  funds  *.      They  enjoyed   alfo   a 
fplendid  triumph,    by  flill  maintaining  fuperior 
influence  in  the  city  of  London,  notv^ithflanding 
the  popular  and  powerful  engines  which  the  tovits 
employed  to  wreft  it  out  of  their  hands,  by  re-, 
ftoring  the  charter  of  the  city,  and  difpenfmg  the 
favours  of  the  court.     The  office  of  mayor,  the 
mofl  honourable,  and  that  of  chamberlain,  the 
mofl  lucrative  in  the  city,  were  filled  by  Pilking- 
ton  and  Robifon,  both  diflinguifhed  partifans  of 
the  whigs.     Galled  by  this  difappointment,  the 
lories  in  the  common  council  addreffed  the  com* 
mons  in  a  petition,   reprefenting  that   the  elec- 
tion of     PUkin^ton    and     Robifon     had    been 
effefted   by   violence,    and  illegally   maintained 
againfl  fome  of  their  own   friends,  who   had  a 
majority  of  vo  es  in  their  interell.     This  petition 
did  not  meet   with  any   countenance  from   the 
court,  and,  while  the  negledk  of  it  by 'the  com- 
mons was  interpreted  as  a  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  recent  fervices  of  the  whigs,  it  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  confidered  as  a  prelude  to  their 
return  to  fevour  and  power  S 


♦  Ralph,  vol.  i'.     ' ' 
Joura.  Commons,  tith  December. 
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C  rt  A  K     thfe  J5kh!c,  Which  pctirAdiia  the  nWi6h  u^ 
vJllill^  thfe  inlmediatfe  pror^^eft  of  «n  ihvarioil,  if  ii  di4 
i6§6.     ^0^  unite  parties  Jn  affe£ltoh,  at  leall  promote4 
external  tranquillity,  by  inducing  thfefti  to  fufb&ifid 
jhetr  .animofities,  afetl  to  concur  in  tbe  Aoft  ^f- 
feftukl  meafures  For  fapporting  govfernmtht ;  hot 
dbes  'it  feetn  probabic,  that  rtie  famt  unanitetty 
:5rould  have  betn  obtained,  if  the  ^)l'hlgfe  Ht  \i^\ 
titttt  had  ettgroiKrf  the  chirf  pffitti  of   po^f». 
This     torie^,    by*  fetitetlAg  into   adttiihiftratioto, 
becAtai^  boiihd,  by  the  tieis  of  iftlert:lt  as  ^fell  k^ 
of  honour,  ttt  Tupport  a  govt^htheht,  t^  which, 
pferhaps,  they  wdire  but  feebly  at'ticbed  by  prife* 
cipb  blr  afFettit:)*.     The  l^rhigs,  though  deprfeflca 
ih  pblitital  iniBuefaice,  and  difaffefted  to  the  prln- 
dpai  tliethbefs  of  axlmihiftration,  ftill  maintained 
4  fupVdh^  t^fpdft  for  that  fcttkinent  which  th^y 
hid  etfedfed  in  confohhity   to   their  prihtipiitt) 
ihd  tliey  did  Hot  chbofe  to  ^eak^n  it  by  a  cont^li- 
lh5us  oppofmoh  to  thfe  meh  \vhbiA  thty  diiBiked. 
A  quefli-       Yht  tew  topic's  of  difpute,  and  the  ^vifld'M 
oDwhe-    tJ^hich   Attended    thetri,    ih   thie  tjourfe  of   thik 
khcr  ihe    ftffion,  |>roctea«d  fhjrn  pfeVlbhal  atiihibrtty^  rath^l 
dkm  \^l  ^^^  fr^^  Wis  prdudioes,  or  coticettfed  fchMi^ 
Impeach-  bf  any  ^arty.      llie  jjrfeat   Aatse  of   influefftc^ 
mem,       y hich  the  mktquis  of  Ckrm'arthfeh  poffisRcdy  bojh 
Srhoufe  ^^^^^  ^^  former  and  prelent  aldtniniftratiott^  ^a^ 
bflords.^  btfehfiire  to  ev^ry  party,   ahd  awakened  the  rfe» 
'mtmbrance  of  detnent,  tvhich  hkd  been  fcrtehisd 
from   public  reffentment  by    iih   unpr<^Ced^ftt^ll 
ftteftch  of  the  prerogative.     Under  thifc  iit>pr^- 
hoti  a  qucftibn  was  moved  ih  Ithe  hbafc  of  l^fxto, 
Whetheir  imptarchments  ivterfe  eettin^afflttd  fey  Mi 
aft   of  grace  ?    A  cofttiiiftde  v^ift  ^polnt^  tb 
infped  the  journals  for  precedents ;    and,  though 
none  contained  in  their  report  could  be  applied, 
with  ftri£b  propriety,  to  the  cafe  of  ibt  in^quis^ 
%  warm  debate  enfued.    The  deHgn  of  hi's  ene« 

mics 
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mics  :iyjis  defeated,  gqd  the  gyeftiofi.eventuallv  C.H  A  P. 
deci4efi  in  his  fsivoi^r,  by  the  hpufe  bavipg  co^- ;^'^^- 
fefited,   .while  it  Avas  yex  depe^dipg,   to  rekafe    ^^i    . 
from  their  h^fil  the  e^jls  of  Salilbury  and  Peter- 
bpropgh ;  who,  uppji  the  feme  principle  whl<;h 
appUeq  to  ,the  cafe  before  them,  muft  h^ive  heeji 
excl\i(led  from  the  benefit  of  ind^jnnily;  becaule 
they  lay. under  an  impeachment,  for  l)?iving  b^en 
reconciled  to  the.  church  qf  Rome  *. 

The  defeat  of  the  united  fleets  of  Engjand  and^Occ^ai^i. 
Holljg[^d,  was  a  foqrce  of  great  mortincatiQn  to  ttiry  aft 
the  king,  and  drew  hjs  fevereft  clifpleafurp  upon  P^'^^^f:"*  • 
lord  Torringtofi,  who  had  .been  examined  by  thc*"^^yj^^£     . 
privy  qoupcil,    an^i   cpn^ri^itted    to   the  To.w?r,  the  com. 
before  the  meeting  pf  parljao^ent.     To  pave  the  miffoncrs 
way  for  bis  tri^f  by  a -^ourt  jnartial,  Which  :^as  ^|^^!?^  * 
reckoned^  fnp^e  expeditions  and  ejf(?ftual  method  *  "^'?.jy* 
of  .proceeding. ajj^ioft. him,  than  an  impeachment 
hy  ,the  com.ojHpns,  a  declaratory  aft  ,w^  pafli^d, 
toee^npye  ^py  dpubt,  yi\x\i  re/pe^fto  the  power 
of  the^coixraifliQaers '  pf  the  ifdmlralty  fo  Appoint 
fi  cpjirtNqjaTti^l  \ 

Four.  ipilljl((?r}8  yf^rt  voted  for  the  ^ervice  of  the  Supplies. 
.anny,,;jnd  a^vy ;  the  \.^^eft  ftim  that  ever  h,ad 
been  ^.gT^nted  xp  a  king  o^  Jtnjjland.    Tv^cehty- 
fev^n  \Qevir  fl>ips  were  ^added  to  the  navy ;    ie- 
vfjiteen  of  jjie^p  <?f  .eighty  ^^}^^  ^and  ten  ^ 

fi3^ty, 

•  Journ.  Lords*  9th,  30th  Oftober. 

'  Journ.  Lords,  30th  Odyber,  und  Commons,  30th  Ofto- 
bcr,  7ih  November.  Lord  I  orringtoo  was  unanimoufly  ac- 
quitted by  a  court  martiaL  AH.  the  admirals  who  ferved  under 
him  ^ve^c.  of  opinjon,  ,'that  ,they  were  too.  weak  to  -engage  tiic 
French  fl«ret,  .which  corrfilled  of  twenty^  flnj)S  -more  than  the 
Engtifh  and  Dutch.  In  the  engagement  he  liad  veniurfcd  «»  far 
as  he  could  do,  witlxout  expoling  the  v.'h<^lc  fleet  to  immmenc 
danger.  He  nevcrthefds  fert  under  the  difpletfure  ef  -tde  king ; 
a  Ti^markable  evidence  of  his  partrahty  to  the  Dutch,  wtofe 
fleet  was  molt  expofed,  and  fuffcred  moil. 
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C  H  A  P.fixty  •.    For  the  bonqur  of  the  tones,  it  may  be 
^^*^'   obferved,  that  they  were  diligent  in  contriving 
^^^^^^"^  meafures  to  chaftife  and  corredt  the  abufes  com- 
it<>o.    j^-^jgj  jjj  ^jjg  management  of  the  public  revenue, 
Bill  for     vhich  had   now  arifen  to  the  mod   enormous 
^ppomtiog  pitch.     A  committee  was   appointed  to  examine 
commiffi.  and  confider  all  the  eftimaies  and  accounts  re- 
^°hl*^^.  lating  to  the  artny,  the  navy,  and  the  treafury } 
counts*^"  and  a   bill  was  introduced  to  appoint   commif- 
35ihOc-  fioners  for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  pafTed  alfo 
tobcr.       ijx   the  houfe  of  lords,    with   an  amendment  ^ 
^^*bc^*'  To  relieve  the  nation  in  part,  from  thofe  heavy 
For  raU    burdens  which  were  the  confequehce  of  the  war, 
^Dgmo-    a  bill  was  brought  in  fdt  raifmg  one  million  out 
»»cy*>J'     of  the  forfeited  eflates  in  Ireland.     The  manv 
Rmcc      difficulties  arifin^  from  the  complicated  claims  of 
out  of  the  creditors  and  heirs  who  had  been  faithful  to  go- 
forfeited    vernment,  as  well  as  the  inclinations  of  the  king, 
*^*K^n     ^^^  wiflied  tp  fubdue,  by  generofity,  the  aflfec- 
iober        ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^"^  rebels,  and  to  reward  the  diftin- 
'       guiflied    fervices   of   his  friends,    out    of  thefe 
J         eftates,  all  concurred  to  obftruft  the  progrefsof 
this  bill,  and  tp  prevent  its  paffing  before  the  end 
of  the  feflion.    The  king,  impatient  to  vifit  the 
continent,  where  the  moft  important  traufadions 
required  his  advice  and  influence,  expre0ed  his 
Parlit-      defire  that  parliament  (hould  adjourn  on  the  fifth 
inent  ad-  ^of  January  one  thoufand  fix  hundr^^d  and  ninety* 
^oumcd.    one. 

Anew 


*  Joiirn.  Commoosy  24th  December- 

9  It  was  moved  io  the  hopfe  of  lords,  tbat>  as  fhe  commons 
had  named  none  but  members  of  thpir  own  houfe,  the  lords 
ihould  add  fome  ot  their  own  number.  This  was  accordingly 
done  by  ballot ;  but  pone  of  the  lords  to  whom  the  ap{)ciflt« 
pest  fell  would  SLgtcc  to  apcept.    Tindal,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 13. 
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A  new  and  more  extenfive  fcene  of  political  ^  ^  ^  P, 
hiftory  now  opens  to  our  view.     The  connexion  y„„^.,^^J^ 
formed  between  England  and  Holland,  in  con-     1691. 
fequeoce  of  the  revolution,  deeply  involved  the  OWcrvjj- 
former  in  continental  alliances  and  tranfaftions,  "°"?  "P^ 
which  have  produced  the  moft  important  and  per-  f^-Jc^eoiF 
nianent  change  in  the  political  Hate  of  the  Britifh  Englao4 
empire.     1  he  view  of  obtaining  the  acceffion  of  "o  «hc  ^f^ 
England  to  the  grand  confederacy  may  fairly  be  **"*  **  . 
confidered,    as  the  chief  motive  which  induced  ncni. 
the  prince  of  Orange,  to  enter  into  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  leaders  of  oppofltion  to  the  arbi- 
trary  meafures  of  the  court,  and  afterwards  to 
embark  in  the  plan  of  changing  the  government. 
No  fooner  was  he  feated  on  the  throne  of  England, 
than  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  dire&ing  that 
grand  alliance,  which  was  formed  under  bis  wife 
^nd  animating  counfels.     The  deep  interference 
of  William,  as  king  of  England,  in  the  political 
tranfaftions  of   the  continent,    was  neither  re- 
pugnant to  the  ihclinationsf  nor  inconfiftent  with 
the  true  interefts,  of  his  fubjefts  at  that  period. 
VVhether  this  interference,  on  jhe  whole,  has  not 
been  highly  pernicious  to  their  pofterity,  by  in- 
troducing a  lyf'cm  of  politics,  which  in  many  in- 
ftances  has  been  purfued  to  excefs,  and  with  unac- 
countable  extravagance,  U  a  queftion  foreign  to 
the  fubjeft  of  this  hiftory. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  infpired  with  an  early  Merit  i^f 
indignation    at   the  ambitious  views   of    Lewis,  WiJl^am 
devoted  all  his  talents  and  application  to  thwart  |^g  gTaml' 
them,  and  to  prevent  the  miferies  which  were  im-  lUiance. 
pending,  not  only  over  his  native  country,  but 
over  all  Europe.     No  oflFers  of  perfonal  aggran- 
difement  made  by  Lewis  could  fhake  the  firm  pur- 
pofe  of  his  mind,   to  oppofe  the  ambition  and 
(lumble  the  pride  of  that  monarch.     If  this  re- 
folution  was  an  evidence  of  his  courage  and  patri- 

pt^iftn> 
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C  H  AP-wlfin^  fo  the  meafuFes  by  Y^<^b  he  endeavoured 
^J^^^^to  carry  it  iqto  effed,  afforded  ailriking  exam* 
1691.    P^^  ^f  h^^  ^^^city,  in  comprdiending  the  politi- 
cal  intereits  of  Europe,  aad  penetrating  into  the 
charadters  of  individuals.     He  opened  the  eyes 
of  furrounding  princes  to  a  true  ienfe  of  their 
intereft:  he  impreffed  them  with  a  lively  appre- 
henfion  of  rennote  dangers :  he  feparated,  hom 
the  alliance  of  France,  the  .powers  who  had  been 
attached  to  her  by  ancient  and  hereditary  con- 
nexions:   he    reconciled   ftates  .hoilile   to   each 
other :  he  afcended  at  laft,  by  his  talents  and  per- 
«feverance,  to  the   uncontrolled   and  abfolute  di- 
rection of  the  political   fyftem  of  the  coAtinenc 
His  fuccefs  in  accou)pli(hiag  the  revolution  10 
iEngland,  however  glorious  to  himfelf^^nd   im- 
portant to  the  £agli(h  nation,  ftiil  yielded  lo  the 
^  fame,  the  dignity,  the  extenfive  ufefulnefs  which 
he  .acquired)  by  ^affoGiating,  inciting,  ^nd  tlirecl- 
ing  that  ^powerful  confederacy,  which  curbed  the 
ambition  of  Lewis,    and  maintained  the  iAde- 
rpendence of  Europe.    The  forowr  of  theie  events, 
indeed,  differs  from  the  latter,.asa  part  from  the 
.whole.    Tphe  deliverance  of  England,  inter/^ftjng 
•as  it  was  in  itfelf,  became  dill  more  ej;ten(ivel]| 
benehcial,   and    more    illuAriouIIy  u^eritorioiu, 
.as   it  .augmented  the  ((rength  of  tbe.ffsaad  alli- 
ance; and  effcntially  contribat^d  to.itsfoccel^. 
'^V\        A  few. days. after  iheparliamtnt^asprorojued, 
cootefc  WUIiam    embarfced  for   Holland,    to   mwt  the 
nthe      coQgrelis  of  the  allies,  and  to  concert  plans  £3r 
H^gttc.  .'the  accoflipliiliiQg  the  object  of  their  union.     On 
the  firft  of  February  he. jnade  his  entrance  into 
the  Haigue,  with  circomftances  of  extciyiaL  Iplen- 
dour  >and  xnag^ificenc^,   which  rather  deviated 
from  his  habitual  ixmplicity  and  referye  *  ''•     He 

.attended 

'^  MoDtbly  Mercury,  March  1691* 
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arrended  the  artfemblies  of  the  Statips  Getietal>  of 
the  States  of  Ht>Hand,  and  tht;  Goundlof  State; 
and,  iH  feveral  fpecches  to  them,  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  hifi  paft  fuQceis,  and  of  hid  futul-e  views  ^ 
and  profeffed  a  zealous  atrsrchment  to  the  welfare 
of  the  repnblkv     Ht  next   attended  the  diet  of 
the  congrefs,  wbctein  be  rcprefentcd  the  fof  mi- 
dable  tolsdition  6f  France, -which  could  be  refifted 
only   by  cordial  union,  ftrong  armies  and  vigo*. 
rous  meafures.     Thfe  qttotas  of  troops  to  be  fur* 
nifhed  by  the  fever^l  confederate  States  were  <^e- 
cified ;  and   th^  operations  of  the  campaigd  de^ 
termiued  "  '*     Afrer  the  kitig  had  vifited  the  army 
at  Hall,  and  appointed  the  generEl  officers,  he 
returned   to   England,  where  he  was  employed^  »3^'.^ 
for  a  ihort  interval,  in  ^ving  inftruflions  con-  •^P''*** 
ecming  the   fleer,    the  conduft  of  the  war  inioE^n^": 
Ireland,  and  thfe  appointment  of  proper  perfons  l^nd,  * 
for  fuppiying  the  biftioprics  which  had  become 
vacant^  in  c6nfeqaence  of  the  late  inc«^n>behts 
having  nefufed  to  take  the  oaths  to  governmef^t. 
On  the  fecond  of  May,    he  returned  again  to  ^^^ 
Holland^  to  aflame  the  commalKi  6f  the  confede-  ^^{j.^^ 
rate  anny.     Thfe  plan  of  this  work  .does  not  admit  ^^d  ukJs 
of  a  niitiute  detail  of  n%iihaty  operations:  it   is  the  com- 
however  »eceflary  to  remind  the  reader  of  their  "^ '"^^  «f 
coincidence  in  point  of  dine,  and  their  concurring  ^^^^  *^™^' 
influence  with  thofe  poinical  meafures  which  are 
Ihe  chief  object  of  my  in«]uiry. 

The  buJatice  of  fuctrefs  in  the  catnpaagn  of  ofae  Short 
Hionfand  fix  hundred  and  ninety  had  bceh  againft  v»cw  of 
the  allies.     The  duke  ol  SaVoy  bad  ra(hly  engaged  ^«"^P^^S«s 
Itaj  *Teiidi  ttrmy  at  Salufles,  under  the  command     ^ "■: 
^'  inaffliat    Catiilat,    and   was    defeated;    after 
Whkh,  fifveral   k^os  in  Italy  fell  into  the  hands    Augud. 

3  ^f 
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CHAPiof  the  latter.     In  Flanders,  the  allied  army  fuf- 
^^J^^JJ^  taincd  a  prodigious  fhock,  in  the  battle  of  Flerus, 
i6qo.    ^^  which  four  thoufand  men  were  killed,  and  as 
July,     many  made  prifoners  by  the  French  '  *. 

The  prefence  of  William,    in  the  campaign 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-oue,   did 
not  produce  any  change  of  fortune  iri  favour  of 
the  confederates.      Succefs    ftill    attended    the 
French  arms  almoft  in  every  fcene  of  the  war. 
Inarch.  The  king  of   France  opened  the   campaign  in 
Flanders  with  the  fiege  of  Mons;    and,  by  his 
fuccefs  in  reducing  it,  gratified  his  own  vanity, 
April,  and  raifed  the  fpirits  of  his  troops.     At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  the  duke  of  Lux- 
embourg,   the    French    general,    made   himfelf 
^*y*     mafter  of  Hall,  a  place  which  the  confederates 
had  ftrongly  fortified  ;  and  afterwards  he  dexte- 
roufly  eluded  every  invitation  and  artifice  of  king 
William,    at  the   head  of  a  fuperior  army,  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement.     After  the  king 
left  the  army,  Luxembourg  made  an  unexpe^ed 
attack  upon  the  confederates  commanded  by  ths 
prince  of  Weldeck,   and  cut  off  a  thoufand  of 
Sept.     their  men  at  Leufe.      In  Italy,  Villa  Franca,  and 
March,  the  forts  of  Saint  Aufpice  and  Mont  Alban,  fup 
rendered,  without  refiflance,  to  a  detached  party 
under  Catinat.     The  inhabitants  of  Nice,  in  op* 
pofition  to  the  remonflrances   of  the  governor, 
admitted  the  French  troops  into  the  city,    and 
March,  afterwards  obliged  the  caftle  to  capitulate.     Vil 
lena, .  Carmagnola,  and  other  places  of  inferioi 
ftrength,  foon  <  fhared  the  fame  fate,  and  furren 
July,     dered  to  the  enemy.     1  he  duke  of  Schomber^ 
retrieved,  in  fome   meafure,  the  honour  of  thi 
confederate  arms  in  Italy,  by  driving  the  FrencI 

troop 

■  *  Life  of  William}  vol.  ii.    Hifl.  de  FraocCf  tom.  iii. 
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troops  from  Turin  and  Coni,     At  the  laft  of  thefcC  H  A  P. 
places,  the  French  are  faid  to  have  loft  three  ^J^J^i;. 
thoufand  men.     Carmagnola  was  alfo  retaken  by    ,^^^ 
prince  Eugene.     The  caftle  of  Mount Meliaii fur-    jui-* 
rendered  to  Catinat,  after  ftanding  a  fiege  of  two 
months.      None  of  the  allies  fuftained  greater  oaober. 
difgrace    and   injury   than   the  king  of   Spain.     Dec.  * 
The  duke  de  Noailles,  with  an  army  inferior  to     ^^^^ 
the  befieged,    obliged   Urgel,   in   Catalonia,  to     ,  ^^ 
furrender  at  difcretion,  made  prifoners  of  all  the 
troops  that  defended  it,  and  afterwards  made  in- 
curfions  into  Arragon.     Marihal  d'Eftrees  bom-     t^| 
barded  Barcelona,  fet  fire  to  feveral  places  in  the 
town,  and  deftroyed  the  arfenal  and  ftorehoufes. 
No  material  fuccefs  diftinguiflied  either  of  the 
armies   upon  the  Rhine.      In   Hungary  only,  a 
quarter  in  which  England   and  the  reft  of  the 
confederates  were  leaft  concerned,  the  arms  of 
the  emperor  proved  fuccefsful.     He  attacked  the 
Turks  in  their  camp,  which  he  took,  with  all 
their    cannon,    and  a  greSlt  part  of  their  army. 
He  afterwards  laid  fiege  to  Great  Waradin,  which 
furrendered,  after  a  blockade  of  feveral  months. 
Some  thoufands  of  foldicrs,  and  many  oiEcers  of    1692. 
rank,    were   cut  off  in   both  armies  during  the 
campaign,    by    a    violent,    contagious    difeafe. 
The  allies,    efpecially  the   emperor,  fuftained  a 
great   lofs  in  the  death  of  the  ele£lor  of    Sax- 
ony * ' . 

In  the  interval  between  the  fecond  and  third  Caufes  of 
feffion  of  this  parliament,  feveral  events  occurred,  change  ia 
which  produced  a  confiderable  change  in  political  ^^^  *^""" 
afiairS)  and  m  the  lentiments  and  temper  of  par- temper  of 

ties  the  people 
and  |)ar» 
lies  in 

^^  Life  of  Williais.     Hifloire  de  Fnnce,  torn.  ill. 
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CHAP,  ties  in  general.    So  long  aa  Irel^a^  coBiiaued  ia 
vJ^'iLl  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  the  f^volytiop,  ^n4  ^U  lU 
i6oiT  benefits  which  England  detived  from  }r,  feenkii 
Th<  re     to  reft  upon  a  feeble  &nd  tottering  bafis.    Upci 
da^tion  of  the  death  of  Williaro,  «  the  wcvrrenp^  of  ai.. 
Ireland,    imgynj^i  commotion  In  England,  a  powerful  ^im 
in  the  neighbouring  kingdonit   devpted  to  ik 
ancient  royal  family,  and  ri^inforced  by  the  aid  d 
France,  would  have  found  little  difficulty  in  re- 
ftoring  the  fccpter  to  James  ^  an  f  vent,  thoMgbi 
of  with  horror  by  all  thofe  wbp.b^d  taHfn  as 
a£tive  part  in  depofing  hio:i.     Under  thefe  apprc- 
henfions,    the   reduction    of    Ireland    appeareo 
effential  to  complete  and  fecure  the  revolutioa 
in  England,  and,  after  a  Oiort  paufe,  wa$  pro- 
lecuted  by  all  parties  with  ebeerfMlnefs  and  libe- 
rality.     When  this  caufe  of  national  f^ar  wis 
removed,  parties  began  to  r^fume  their  ancien: 
animofitie$,  and  to  confound  the  public  intereil 
with  private  views  of  refentment  and  ambition '  *. 
Some,  who  thought  their  fervice^  hM  not  been 
fuiScicntly   rewarded  by   the   king,   as   weii  as 
o tilers  who  bad  been  entire) y  negl^^d  by  bimt 
watched    every  opportunity  to  wgrk  upon  the 

{'ealoufy  of  the  natipn^  by  bringing  dif(frcdit  upon 
lis  charader,  and  the  meafures  pf  hi4  goyem* 
ment.  7  he  expeditious  termination  of  the  Iriih 
war  ;ippeared  to  the  king  an  obje^  of  fuch  ^^ 
ment,  not  only  upon  account  of  the  internal  fe- 
curity  of  England,  but  the  fucc^ft  i^f  th^  foreigB 
war,  that  he  bad  inftru^led  hi$  g#ni9rals»  after  ^^ 
battle  of  the.Boyo^f  to  encourage  th^  rebels  to 
lay  down  their  arms^  by  offering  them  jthe  moii 
favourable  terms,  rather  than  to  rifk  the  dangers 
.    and  expence  of  another  campaign.     Hence  the 

indulgences 

'♦  Burnet,  i69i» 
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ndulg6nees  gramed  to  the  Romaft  catholics  upon  CHAP, 
he  fufteiider  of  Limerick,  perhaps  not  lefs  wife    ^^^^• 
han  liberal,    were  malicxoufly  feized  upon,  to  ^"^^^^ 
iinpeach  the  prudeftce  and  juftice  of  William,  ^th  oa'o- 
ind  to  alienate  the  confidence  of  bh  proteftant  ^r> 
fubjefts.     The  confirmation  of  their  property  to    *^9«- 
fuch  a  comprchenfive  defcription  of  the  Roman 
catholics  as  were  included  in  the  terms  of  the 
peace,  xfras  a  grievous  difappointment  to  many, 
whofe  imaginations  had  rioted  in  the  fpoils  and 
edates  of  the  Irifh  rebels.     A  more  colourable, 
and  difmterefted  objeftion  to  this    article,    was 
founded  upon  its  withholding  that  pl-oportion  of 
fupply  ^rifing  from  forfeitures,   which  patriotic 
ceconomy   had  deftined   to   alleviate  the  heavy 
burdens  laid  upon  England  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pen  ce$  of  the  war  '  *. 

The  expence  of  a  foreign  war,  overlooked  and  Great  ex- 
under-rated  in  the  precipitancy  with  which  the  P^""  *"f* 
nation  had  rufhed  into  it,  from  the  recent  im-  of  tjj^^^  * 
preflions  of  gratitude  to  their  deliverer,  was  now  war. 
found  to  fwel!,    out  of   all  proportion,  to  the 
value  of  any  accjuifitions  which  could  be   ex- 
pefted  from  its  moft  fortunate  conclufion.    The 
luccefs  of  the  t'rench  fleet,  mortifying  in  an  ex- 
treme  degree  to  England,  had  fifft  alarmed,  and 
afterwards  left  a  depreffion  upon  the  fpiritis  of  the 
nation.     By  that  event,  it  was  faid,  the  eyes  of 
the  king  and  his   minifters  might  be  opened  to 
difcern  their  paft  errors,  and  inttrufted  with  re- 
(pe&  to  the  proper  plan  of  condudiag  the  war  in 
ffttuTC,  fo  long  as  England  lay  under  the  neceffity 
of  contintring  it.    Inflead  of  tranfporting  armies 
beyond  fea^  and  maintaining  them  at  animmenfe 
expence  in  a  foreign  camp,  the  navy,  the  natural 
'   •  ftrength 

'  *  Hijgons'  Short  View.    See  chap.  XTiii. 
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flrength  and  bulwark  of  England,  ought  to  b^ 
augmented^  and  the  principal  exertions  of  the 
nation  confined  to  the  fea«  By  this  plan,  expence 
would  be  diminiihed,  trade  would  be  protecled, 
and  the  money,  expended  in  the  war,  would  re- 
turn and  circulate  among  the  people  from  whom 
it  originally  flowed  *  *. 

But,   above  all,    that  jealoufy  of  the   Dutch, 

which  commenced  with  the  acceflion   of  A^illiazn 

to  the  throne,  was  infidioufly  cheriQied,  not  only 

by  the  difappointed,  but  by  fuccefsful  candidates 

for  power,  and  difpofed  the  people  to  liften  with 

too  much  avidity   to  every  complaint  and  mifre- 

prefentation,   calculated  to  gratify  its  malignant 

fpirit,  and  to  increafe  difaffeftion  to  the  king  and 

his  minifters.      It  was  ungeneroufly  infinuated, 

that,  having  lately  begun  to  vie  with  the  States  in 

the  extenfion  of  their  commerce,  the  EnglUh  bad 

been  feduced  into  the  war  by  the  king,  on  pur- 

pofe  to  interrupt  their  profperous  career,  and  to 

eftabliih  the  Dutch  in  a  permanent  and  unrivalled 

fuperibrity  ' ' .     With  more  regard   to  candour 

and   to  truth,   it  was  obferved,    that  the  war. 

(hould  it  even  anfwer  the  mofl  fanguine  expeAa- 

tions  of  thofe  who  approved  it,  mud  principally 

redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  States.      While 

felf  defence  conftrained  them  to  refifl  the  ufurpa- 

tioos 


*""  The  tonnage  of  Englifh  (hipping  at  the  revolatioa  amouor- 
cdto  190,533*  which,  at  the  rate  of  twclft  marinenr  co  efery 
200  tons,  required  only  11,432  Tailors.  This  may  aCCoant  ftr 
the  difficuhy  king  William  found  in  manning  the  fleet,  and  is  u 
apology  for  his  laying  the  llrcfs  upon  a  land  war,  ChaJcaen* 
Kflimate  of  the  comparative  Strength  of  England,  p.  37. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  number  of  men  in  the  EagHt 
fleet  during  the  war  amounted  fometimes  to  50,000  or  40,000^ 
from  which  we  are  led  to  infer,  that  the  fleet  mu(l  hare  beci 
manned  with  landmen  in  the  proportion  of  two  or  cfarta  to  ooe. 
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tion«  of  the  French  king,  it  was  alfo  obvious,C  H  A  P. 
that  fuccefs  would  enable  them  to  enlarge  and  ^^^^ 
fortify  their  frontiers,  and  more  efFeftually  fccure     ,  ^. 
their  future    independence;    whereas,  upon  the  * 

part  of  Britain,  it  appeared  a  romantic  and  far-' 
fighted  providence,  to  launch  into  an  expenfive 
war,  becaufe  (he  might  herfelf  one  day  be  mark- , 
ed  out  as  an  appendage  to  the  overgrown  empire 
of  France.  If  fuch  cautious  and  prophetic  po- 
licy were  to  be  generally  adopted.^  the  cbntagioa 
of  war  would  fubmit  to  no  limitation,  or  re- 
ftraint,  and  the  frivolous  quarrels  of  petty  ftates 
would  embroil  furrounding  kingdoms,  and  be 
held  a  fufficient  caufe  for  fetting  the  world  in 
flames  '  *. 

The  articles  agreed  upon  by  the  cbnfetlerateUn&- 
princes  of  the  Congrefs,    ovet  whicih  William  ^puraWe 
prefided,  furnilhed  new  grounds  of  oppofiticn  toV^^*^^. 
thc  war,  and  the  means  neceffary  for  carrymg  itj|o„„pQ,i, 
on.    To  perfons,  unacquainted  with  the  refine- which  the 
ment  and   myftery  of  political  fchemes,    it  ap-c»nf«<^«- 
peared  a  contradiftion  to  the  fpirit  of  the  ^^^^\nh^d^ 
lution,    and  the  principles  which  William   haduQ^^^]^ 
always  profelfed,  to  find  him  folemnly  bound  with 
Roman  catholic  princes,  to  join  their  forces  and 
powers  againfl  Lewis,  till  he  (hould  make  repa- 
ration to  the  holy  fee  for  whatfoever  he  had  a£ted 
againft  it,  and  till  he  had  annulled  all  his  infa- 
mous proceedings  againft  Innocent  XI  '  ^.     Other 
anicles,  agreed  to  at  the  Congrefs,  feemed  oflici- 
oufly  to  interfere  with    the    internal  policy   of 
France,  and   to  be  fo  affronting  to  the  dignity,- 
and  fo  intrufive  upon  the  prerogatives  of  Lewis, 
to  which  his  people  were  attached  by  the  ftrongell 
affedion,  that  they  never  could  be  expefted  to 

£  e  fubmiis 

'•  Wamogion. 
*•  Article!, 
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C  H  A  P.  (ubmit  to  them,  unlefs  they  were  reduced  to  cx- 
^J^^[^  tr^me  weakaefs  and  defpair  ^°. 
1661.        The  events  of  the  war  in  the  courfe  of  two 
campaigns^  if  tliey  did  not  afford  ftrong  arg^i- 
ments  for  defpairing  of  final  fuceefs,  yet  entirely 
overthrew  thofe  high  expedations  which  had  en- 
couraged the  nation  to  enter  into  it. 
and  of  -^  variety  of  objeftions  were  circulated,   to 

ihcir  contradiQ:  the  favourable  opinions  which  the  peo- 
ftrcngih.  pie  had  entertained  concerning  the  force  of  the 
cpnfederacy,  and  the  charaders  of  its  members. 
The  wavering  affedions  and  mercenar v  views  of 
fome  of  the  allied  princes,  the  jarring  interefts  of 
the  courts  to  which  th^y  belonged,  the  different 
languages,  habits,  and  difcipline  of  the  united 
armies,  and  the  con^etitions  of  their  comman- 
ders, r^uced  the  actual  (Irength  of  the  confede- 
racy far  below  the  computed  (tandard  of  the  par- 
ties concerned,  and  rendered  their  common  fuc- 
eefs extremely  precarious  and  remote.  The  bigo- 
try of  the  Roman  catholic  princes,  whatever  their 
profeffions  might  be,  made^them,  in  reality,  but 
little  interefted  about  the  accomplifluneni  of  thofe 
objects,  which  more  direftly  referred  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  detached 
^  inierell  of  proteftant  ftates.    None  of  the  confe- 

*^  The  confederate  powers  were  folemnly  boond  not  toiMkc 
peace  with  Lewis  till  he  lud  redored  the  protefUnts  to  their 
po/Pflions,  and gram^d  entire,  liberty  of  confcience  throaghoat 
his  don)inions.  Article  3.  Till  tlie  eftaies  of  Prance  were  re- 
eflabliflied  ia  rheir  ancient  hbcrties  ;  til!  the  patliamcms  wcie 
redored  to  their  righifai  authority;  and  till  all  the  towos were 
rc-eftabJilhed  in  their  priviicges.  Articles  iirri.  w,  Botwhat 
Appeared  to  be  iWll  a  more  va^ueand  impertinent  refohiuony  they 
wcie  bound  to  cotitiDuc  tl«e  twf  riM  the  m  upon  fak,  and  other 
nnrcifoRable  uxesand  rmpofiuoffs»  were  abolUbed  ibr  ever. 
Aniclev. 

derates, 
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dj^rateSt-  ejjxept  tfc^  Efl^liih,  M  kept  ftith  u»t]fci  ^f  A f. 
relp^^  to  the  proportion  of   troops  they  wjerg  >_  :^T^ * 
bouxH)  to  fivwib,  aad  the  tiipis  of  their  entexiug  ,  ,5^,; 
upon  afiUop. 

The  ^eunbargp  laid  upoa  ihlp$»  and  the  nec^2M7  I^oiTcs 
cspfuJkot  of  p^dirmg  jD£i>  into  the  fervioe  of  theM^insd 
navy,  wjbt^  FouimJ,  not  only  i»  J>e  injurio^s  to  tbe^^^  jj|f 
merc9lMUle  interefts*  but  produdive  of  iaconve-  pa^  of 
nieqcefi,    which  jcTWJitted  thp  patience  of   the^^ieoa- 
grjqjit  hody  of  the  people  who  furromided  the  feat  **®"-  * 
of  gpirernmeot'    The  article  of  qoals  in  particu- 
lar became  fo  Ucarce  and  dear  in  the  Londcm 
market,  that  it  wa$  fbwid  ncceffary  to  UTue  a  20th  July. 
prod^imcipo  to  e:s;eaipt  aU  fe^men  employed  in 
the  co?l  tcade^  from  the  fcrvice  of  the  navy.     Np 
efectual  fervkes  h?d  heeg  j>er£ormed  by  the  fleet 
to  balance  the  nxi^forxunes  of  individuals,  and  to 
flatter  ithe  pride  of  the  nation.    £2;ampJe$  of  cor* 
i;uptioji,   e;sar.ay3gajace,  and  peculation,  brought 
to  li^t  by  the  comaulUloa^s  of  accounts^  roufed- 
the  lodienation  of  the  pcK3|ple,  and  fpread  a  dif«> 
truft  and  fofpicion  of  Avery  departinexu  qf  gO/. 
vertuncilit.    It  was  foi^id  in  particiKlar,  that  the 
charge$  for  ^e  £nali&  trxx)p$  exceeded  the  no^ 
minal  mnfler,  and  <t»at  even  this  mu^er  fell,  ihort 
of  the  coxoplempnt  of  men  voted  by  parliament. 
It  ajp^peared  that  fQiioe  ^f  the  mqil  lucratiye  places 
were  rendered  ftill  mpre  fo,  by  an  unaccountable 
ew^on  of  fees,  and  the  iale  of  ofSces  annexed 
to  their  patronage  *  * . 

Beftdes  thefe  ri>eafu«s  and  misfortunes,  which  Difaffec- 
were  the  occafion  of  •  general  difcontent,    there  tion  of 
were  offences,   which  aifefted  particular  orJcrs  '"^'"y  'j|^ 
and  parties  of  men,  and  Ipofei^d  their  attachme»t^J^g.^j,^ 
to  the  court  and  government.     The  narrow  pre-  the 

clmrciu 

*"  Joorn. 'Common?,  OftoSer,  Novcfnbr:r,   if>f)r*, 

♦E  c  a  judlcc^ 
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CH  A  p.judices  and  jealous  bigotry,  of  many  leading' 
^^J^j!^  members  of  the  church,  co-operated,  with  other 
1691.    caufes,  to  fpread  in  the  nation  a  temper  injurious 
to  the  reputation  and  authority  t)f  the  king^^. 
His  fond  defire  of  extending  religious  liberty  was 
reprefented  as  an  evidence  of  a  latent  averfion  to 
the  eftabliflied  church,  aggravated  by  ingratitude 
to  a  clafs  of  men,  whofe  refiftance  to  arbitrary 
power  had  prepared  the  way  for  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne.     William  not  only  endured  the  pec- 
vifhoefs  and  difaffedion  of  fome  of  the  biihops, 
with  unexampled  patience  and  moderation^  but 
'  even  purfued  meafures,  hardly  confiftent  with  his 
perfonal  fafety,  in  order  to  reconcile  their  affec- 
tions, and  to  fcreen  them  from  the  chaftifement 
of  that  government  which  they  daily  infulted. 
He  had  ilruggled,  as  we  have  feen,  with  his  mi- 
niftry,^  to  introduce  a  claufe  in  the  oath  bill,  for 
exempting  the  bifhops  from  obligations  of  which 
their  confciences  did  not  approve.     Unfuccefsfiil 
in  this  attempt,  he  obtained  authority  from  par- 
liament to  beftow  a  modified  provision,  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  bifliopricks,   upon  thofe,  who 
were  retrained  from  exerciiing  the  duties  of  their 
fundions  by  the  fcruples  of  a  tender  confcience. 
^A^ben  the  time  allowed  for  taking  the  oaths  to 
government  had  expired,  he  difcovered  the  moft 
anxious  defire  to  fuFpend  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  for  this  purpofe  lord  Rochefter  and  fir 
John  Trevor,  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  dif- 
affefted  bifliops,  were  employed  to  converfe  with 
them,  and  to  obtain  information,  whether  they 
wonld  confent  to  live  peaceably,  and  to  difcharge 
the  functions  of  their  office,    provided^  that  an 

**  Inquiry  into  the  Caufss  of  the  prefeitt  Di&ften.     Sotc 
Papers.      T.  W  vol.  ii.  p.  96,  97.  ' 

xndulgenct 
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indulgence  could  be  obtained  from  thq  parliament.  C  HA  P. 
They  continued  fuUen,  obftinate,  and  unmoved,  ,J^?1^. 
either  by  the  experience  of  forbearance,  or  the      ^ 
hope  of  future  favour  **•      Many  months  had    *^**^ 
now  elapfed  fince  they  had  become  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  the  law.     Order,  decency,  and  the 
interefts  of  religion,  might  well  have  juftified  a 
rigorous  execution  of  it,  when  an  event  occurred 
which  rendered  lenity  dangerous,   and  feverity 
indifpenfable.    A  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  with 
ftrong  ciricumftances  of  fufpicion,  that  fome  of 
the  clergy,  who  had  not  taken  the  oaths^  were 
accefiary  to  it  ^*.    The  authority  of  their  office, 
and  their  facred  charader,  gave  them  advantages 
over  the  prqudices  and  the  confciences  of  the 
people,  extremely  hurtful  to  the  eftabliihed  go- 
vernment; five  of  them,  therefore,  were  at  Fall  iftPcbru- 
deprived  of  their  offices,  in  terms  of  the  a6l  of  ary. 
parliament. 

;  This  event  may  be  confidered  as  productive  of 
a  new  influence,  which  had  permanent  effeds  on 
the  political  tranfa£tions  of  England,  and  upon 
the  arrangement  and  flrength  of  parties  during 
this  and  the  fucceding  reign.      Several  of  the* 

*3  Burnet,  1691. 

*♦  Lord  Prefton,  Mr,  Afliton,  and  Mr.  Elliot,  wcrcfc!c6led 
by  the  friend^  of  James,  to  go  over  to  France,  and  to  concert 
meafures  for  his  reiioration,  ]vvhich  was  thought  eafily  praAicable 
during  the  abfence  of  William*  Having  hired  a  veflel  to  the 
4ioaft  of  France,  the  owner  of  it  gave  notice  to  the  court  )oth 
December  1690.  The  veflcl  was  permitted  to  fail,  and  after- 
vrards  boarded,  under  pretext  of  fearching  for  feamen.  The 
pa^rs  and  letters  found  in  AHitoii's  pofTcfflion,  difcpveied  that 
a  plot  had  been  carrying  on  for  the  relloration  of  James,  and 
that  fome  of  the  bifhops,  clergy,  and  m«ny  of  the  .nobility, 
were  concerned  in  ii.  Lord  Frcfton,  Mr.  Aihton,  and  Mr, 
Elliot  were  tried,  and  the  two  former  condemned.  Prelton 
was  executed,  Mr.  Afhtoa  pardoned  ;  th«re  was  not  fufficient 
evidence  to  convidl  Elliot. 

bi(hop8» 
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CrtAP.bilhdpi,   iLiid  a  f^ttit  nuittber  of  thri  ^iMfAedl 
^Xlir.    clergy,    hitherto    wavering    and   andetermined^ 
i6ou    weT*e,  frdra  this  petlod,  fixed  itt  oppofition  to  the 
revdiutjbtt  and  the  aft  of  fettlement.    A  liunie*- 
roUs  body  of  the  people,  who  venerated  fheir 
charader,  and  fubtnitted  implicitly  to  their  opi- 
nions, improperly  conftrunded  their  iittereft  with 
tli^t  of  the  relfgioai  eftabliftment,  and  confidered 
the  perfonil  degradation  of  fo  tnaiiy  refpeftable  . 
prelates  as  an  alarnllng  rirefage  of  the  darigef  and 
apptoicblng  tuiil  of  the  church  *'♦    A  coiltfo- 
vcrfial  war  idoti  commenced  between  thof$  of  the 
cletgy  whb  wete  deprived,  and  thofe  who  coiitl- 
ifncd  in  office.     The  foruiet  accufed  the  civil  go- 
vernment of  a  facrilegious  invading  the  rights  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  jurifaidion  j  an  ufurpation  more 
preftimptuous,  and   more  injurious  to  religion, 
^     than  any  meafure  imputed  (o  the  abdicated  king. 
While    the    acrimony  and  perfonal  invedtives, 
which  both  parties  adopted  in  the  courfe  of  their 
dlfputes  **,    weakened  the  refpeft  due  to  the 
facred  charafter;  and  gave  a  deep  wound  to  the 
ihterefts  of/eligioilj  in  the  deprived  clergy  add 
their  adherents^  the  members  in  oppofition  zU 
ways  found  a  ftrong  party,  ready  to  forward  their 
fchemes  of  perplexing  and  thwarting  the  meafures 
of  governments 

From  the  various  caufes  now  explained,  dif- 
<iontent  began  to  fpread  over  the  nation  ;  but  did 
Aot  attain  to  fach  force  as  to  occafion  any  mate- 
rial obArudion  to  the  political  defigns  of  the 
court,     it  was  the  caufe  of  delaying,  nof  of  der 

*'  Warrington's  Speech  again fl  Arbitrary  Power. 

**  'i  he  alperiyr  with  which  the  meafures  or  govcl-nment  were 
ittackcd  by  the  futfering  pany,  occasioned  a  procUmaiion,  gih 
-April,  agamll  feditiousdiJcoCiTcs  and  libels. 

fearing 
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fettiiftg  the  grtot  of  fapplies,  in  the  next  feffioli  C  HAP. 
tS  parlMLment.     Somewhat  of  the  temper  of  the  ,s}^^ 
ftation  was  then  difcovered  in  the  courfe  of  every     ,^^, 
debate  ;  from  which  it  becaifte  evident,  that,  iii 
proportion  as  the  war  was  prolonged  or  iinfuc- 
cefsfu),  the  number  and  influence  of  its  friends     . 
would  decline. 

The  parliament,    after  feveral  adjournments,  Third  feG 
met  on  the  twenty- fecond  of  Oftober.     His  ma-  Tioo  of 
jefty  called  their  attention  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  jj;^j[^^°"^ 
urms  in  Ireland,  as  an  earneft  of  his  future  fuc-  ^^^^^ 
eefe  in  profecuting  the  war  with  France.     He  re- 
commended to  them  to  difcharge  the  arrears  due 
to  the  army,  which  had  reduced  Ireland  ;  and  to 
provide  a  ftrong  fleet  and  army,  both  for  •defen- 
five  and  offenfive  war. 

The  commons  agreed  that  a  fupply  (hould  be  Bapk- 
granted,  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous  war  agamft  wardnefs 
France-,  but,  notwithftanding  this  feemitig  f"^**- commons 
wardnefs  to  gratify  his  majefty,    feveral  weeks  jn  gram- 
were  confumed  in  difputes  about  the  lifts  of  the  ing  fud- 
army,  and  other  preliminary  points ;  and  it  was  P^>es. 
not  till  the  fourth  of  January  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  ninety- two,  that  they  refolved  upon 
the  fum  of  one  million  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
five    thoufand   feven  hundred   and  eighty-feven     ^ 
pounds,    as  neceffary  for  maintaining  the  latid 
forces  during  that  year.     In  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bates concerning  the  fupply,  every  opportunity 
was  embraced  by  the  party  in  oppofition,  to  ex- 
prefs  their  reluftance  to  any  augmentation  of  the 
army  *^      The   expence  of  a  foreign  war  was 

»'  After  the  number  of  troops  hiid  been  afj^eed  upon,  it  wii 
contended,  that  officers  fhould  be  under(Kv>d  as  included  ; 
though  lord  Ranelagh,  the  pay-m.iflcr,  iilTurc-d  ^he  houfe,  ihnt 
they  w^rc  provided  for  in  the  cUimaies  uf  the  fup'jhes.  (ircy's 
Debates,  vol.  x.  p.  165. 

grievoufly 
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1691. 

Their  ill 
humour. 


qH  A  P.  grievoufly  complained  of,  and  it  was  aflerted, 
^^J^'^^that  the  pay  of  the  army  alone  amounted  to  one 
'  half  of  the  current  cafli  of  the  nation  :  that  the 
war  with  France,  if  unfuccefsful,  mud  bring  im- 
hiediate  and  irretrievable  ruin  upon  Britain  ;  and 
that  no  viftories  or  acquifitions,  though  corref- 
ponding  to  the  molt  janguine  expeftations  of  the 
court,  could  poffibly  indemnify  the  nation  for  the 
immenfe  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure,  by  which 
they  were  to  be  purchafed.  The  refpeft,  due  to 
the  dignity  and  chara&er  of  the  king,  was  often 
violated  by  the  party  which  efpoufed  thefe  fenti- 
mentF.  His  paiBon  for  a  (landing  army  was  im- 
puted to  other  motives,  than  merely  that  of  cir- 
cumfcribing  the  power  of  France  ;  and  it  was  in- 
finuated,  that  the  liberties  of  the  nation  muft  be 
at  the  mercy  of  a  prince,  who  commanded*  (ixty- 
five  tboufand  foldiers,  the  number  which  the  king 
had  fpecified  as  requifite  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year**.  The  fupplies,  however,  were  rather 
retarded  than  reftrided  by  thefe  animadverfions. 
The  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  and  fcven- 
ty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds  was  granted  for  the  fleet,  including  the 
ordnance,  and  the  expence  of  building  docks  at 
Portsmouth ;  which,  added  to  the  fupply  voted 
for  the  army,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  mil- 
lions five  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  pounds  **. 

An  inquiry  concerning  the  fleet,  inftituted  by 
the  commons,  excited  the  anxious  expedation, 
and  terminate^  in  the  difappointment,  of  ever]r 
party.  The  friends  of  lord  Torrington  entertain- 
ed great  hopes  that  this  inquiry  would  contribute 


Supplies 
granted. 


Inquiry 
cp.icern- 

ing  ihe 
inactivity 
pf  the 
fleet. 
7ih  Nov. 


••^Grey's  Debates,  vol.  x.  p.  175-6,  5cc. 

??  Jouin.  Commons,  i8ih  Nov.  1691,  4th  Jan,  1692. 


to 


POLITICAL  TRANSACTIONS,  kc.  425 

to  the  vindication  of  his  honour,  and  the  reproach  C  H  A  F. 
of  bis  adverfaries.     If  the  inaftivity  of  the  fleet     ^'^'* 
fliould  appear  to  be  owing  to  the  mifcondu6k  of    ^^^^ 
Ruflel,  who  now  commanded  it,  they  would  con- 
(ider  this  as  a  juft  retribution  to  that  man,  whofe 
opinion,  forwardly  and  indelicately  obtruded,  had 
imprefled  his  fovereign,  and  many  of  the  nation, 
with   fentiments    unfavourable    t)    Tbrrington, 
Should  the  blame  be  found  to  reft  with  thofe  who 
were  inverted  with  the  truft  of  fitting  out  the  fleet, 
and  directing  its  fervice,  this  would  exhibit  an 
exad  counterpart  to  the  delay  and  contradi&ion 
of  orders,  which  lord  Torrington  had  reprefented 
as  the  caufe  of  his  misfortune ;  and  teach  the  au- 
thors  of   it,    that   difgrace  and  condemnation, 
though  fometimes  transferred  by  fuperior  influ- 
ence to  the  guiltlefs,  WQuld  at  laft  fall  upon  the 
head  of  thofe  who  had  actually  offended.    The 
nation,  as  well  as  parties,  felt  themfelyes  deeply 
interefted  in  the  iflvie  of  this  inquiry.    The  fleet, 
commanded  by  Ilyfl*^l,  had  been  equipped  at  great 
expence ;  and,  when  joined  by  the  Dutch,  wa« 
far  fiiperior  tp  the  Freqch ;  and  y^t  nothing  had 
been  performed.     But  though  much  time  was  ex- 
haufted,  and  long  and  keen  debates  took  place* 
yet  no  information  was  obtained,  fuflicient  tofub- 
ilantiate  any  criminal  charge,  either  agatnft  the 
commanders,  or  the  commiflioner$  of  the  admi- 
ralty.    The  want  of  fufficient  ftrength,  and  of 
provifions,  pr  the  remiflhefs  of  the  admiralty  in 
fending   orders,    were  urged  by  the  friends  of 
Ruflel,^  as  the  caufe  of  the  delay  of  failipg  in  the 
early  part  of  the  feafon.    The  difappqiptment  of 
the  blockadp  at  Dunkirk,  from  which  much  h^d 
been  expeded,  was  imputed  to  the  Dutch  fleet, 
which  had  refufed  to  fecond  the  operations  qf  the 
Englifli.     The  peculiar  good  fortune  and  dexte- 
rity  of  the  French,  in  avoiding  an  engagement, 

Fa* 
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CHA^'.wa^  the  apdlogy  made  by  the  Engtifli  admiral, 
^^^^!^!^  for  difappointlng  the  nation  of  the  vift6ry  and 
1691.    g'^^'y*  which  they  had  anticipated  from  the  fupc- 
riority  of  their  fleet  *  *. 
Bills  to         The  detedtion  of  extrava^i^ance,  and  of  abufes 
check       in  the  army  and  public  offices,  were  not  only 
sibdfcs  in   animadvelrted  upon  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate! 
veDucand  ^P^^  ^^^  fupplies ;  but  induced  the  commons, 
public       with  great  propriety,  to  introduce  feveral  bilk  for 
ofScei.      retrenching  the  falaries  of  ofl5ce,   and  for  pre- 
venting future  abufes  of  the  revenue,       Tnefe 
bills,  however,  were  either  rejected  by  the  lords, 
or  clogged  with  fuch  amendments  as  tended  to  de- 
feat their  very  purpofe  ^ ' .     A  bill  for  afcertaining 
the  commiflions  and  falaries  of  judges,  and  ren- 
dering them  independent,    began  m  the  com- 
mons, and  paflTed  both  houfes  ;  but  the  king  re- 
fufed  his  aflent  to  it.    The  declining  influence  of 
the  crown,  unequal  to  the  vigorous  profecutioa 
of  the  higheft  national  concern,  as  well  as  the 
dread  of  confpiracies  which  broke  out  at  this 
time,  were  apologies  for  withholding  the  royal 
aflent  from  a  bill  eflential  to  the  pure  difpenfadon 
of  juftice  ^', 


*  ^*  Gtty'B  Dtbflites»  vol.  x.  Tottrn.  ConimQDs»  i6A»  &c. 
November.     Li\*e8  of  the  Admiralsy  t^l.  ii.  p.  546. 

^ '  The  principal  of  thefe  were,  that  the  payment  of  the 
forces  fhould  tally  with  the  aflual  mufler.  Joorn.  Commons, 
14th  December.  A  bill  againft  bujnng  and  feiling  offices,  iTth 
Decembsr.  "l^at  all  the  prxyfits  arifing  from  anyplace  iotfaefrft 
of  the  CI  own  above  500I.  fhould  be  applied  to  the  cbar|;e  of  the 
war,  l^d  December.  So  far  were  the  commons  conCllent  in 
their  plans  of  (Xconomy,  that  they  contrived  to  force  upon  the 
lords,  a  biii  for  conttn^uing  the  commiflTiqQers  of  accounts*  by 
lacking  it  10  a  moiTcy  bill ;  23d  Dec. 

-»*   liuiact,  1691. 

The 
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The  ftrenirth  and  influence  of  parties  continued  CHAP. 

V  f  IT 

through  this   feffion,  almoft  in  the  fame  propor-  ^^J^^r^^ 
tion,  as  in  the  two  preceding  ones.     His  majefty,     j^q,^ 
after  the  conclufion  of  it  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  The  in- 
February  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-  flucnccof 
two,  threw  additional  weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  ^y*^J^^^! 
Tories,  by  admitting  the  earls  of  Hdchefter  and  cdlJyT' 
Ranelagh,  lord  Cornwallis,  and  fir  Edward  Sey-  farther 
mour^  into  the  privy  council.     The  carl  of  Pem-  change  of 
broke  was  made  privy  feal,    lord  Cornwallis  a  |JJ7bei7 
commifiioner  of  the  admiralty,  and  fir  Edward  favour* 
Seymeur  a  commiifionsr  of  the  treafury. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XIV. 


JHotivis  with  Lewis  for  attempting  an  invaJUn  ef  England.-^ 
Preparations  for  it. — Prudence  and  jf£iivity  §f  j^uta 
Mary.— The  united  Fleets  of  England  and  HMoU  ^ 
tain  a  complete  Vi^ory.-^ne  People  ^Jfatisfiid^—fhi 
Intereft  of  the  Confederacy  declines. — Short  AuowU  $f 
Campaign  1602. — Caufes  of  the  Decline  rf  fFilUami 
Influence  in  England  -^Meeting  of  the  fourth  Seffisu  tf 
the  fecond  Parliament. "^Complaint  made  by  certain  Lords 
for  having  been  illegally  committed — The  King  dijcbarfa 
them. — Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordsy  for  ajotmt  Com- 
mittee to  give  the  King  Advice —alarming  to  the  Court— 
rejeHed.'^jIrticles  of  Jdvice  propofedby  both  Hou/gsfipe- 
rately. — Refle^ionsy  made  by  Oppofltion^  on  the  CondsS 
of  the  Kingy  and  thofe  employed  by  him  — The  Temper  if 
the  Parliament  becomes  more  favourable  to  the  Catert.'^ 
Expectations  of  the  Whigs.^^Breach  between  the  twt 
Heufes  eccajioned  by  an  Inquiry  about  the  ATifcarriage%  et 
&ea. — A  Conference  \between  them. — The  lords  prapefi  /» 
ajfefi  themf elves. — A  Bill  for  triennial  Parliaments^- 
paffes  both  Houfes^^reje^ed  by  the  King — Changes  inpuh- 
lie  Offices. — Campaign  ib^v — Partial  Changes  in  Ad- 
miniji ration. — Meeting  of  U>e  fifth  Sejften  of  the  fetoni 
Parliament. — Inquiry  into  the  Mifcarriages  at  Sea. — Ctr* 
ruption  difcovered. — Lord  Falkland  fent  to  the  Toivtr.-^ 
Liberal  Supplies  granted.— The  King  refufes  his  Ajfent  U 
0  Place  BilLr-Caufss  of  the  Compliance  of  ail  jrartin 
with  the  Court  during  this  Seffion.^  Preferments  in  favour 
of  the  ff^bigs,— Meeting  of  the  ftxth  Seffim  of  tie  fnni 

Paflie- 
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Parliamint.''^j(n  A&  fw  irtfnmal  Parliaments. — ^up^ 
pliis. — Dartb  •f  Si^un  Mar^.-^Nir  Charaifer.^Thi 
H9pis  $f  tbi  rrlinds  of  jfames  exchtd^*^ Inquiry  inU 
thi  Prtficution  of  tbi  GituUmeu  in  Lancafinrt^  fufpe^ed 
of  a  Confpiracyi  againft  Govtrnment. — Difcof>iry  of  Cor'- 
ruption^'^Parliamint  prorogued. 


AT  no  period  in  the  reign  of  William  were  CH  A*, 
his  affairs   more  critical  than  after  his  de-  ^  XIV. 
parture  for  the  continent,  in  the  interval  between  ^^^ 
the  third  and  fourth  feiEon  of  the  fecond  parlia-  .th 
ment.     From  difaffeflion,  intrigue,  and  confpi-  MartiK 
racy,  no  party  was   entirely  free.     Befides  the  Motivc« 
number  and  influence  of  James's  correfpondents,  J^^^ 
many  motives  induced  the  French  king  to  attempt  for  at- 
more  bold  anddire£l  exertions  in  his  behalf;  and  tempting 
even  flattered  him  with  the  profpeft  of  making  a  »"  >"^*"- 
fuccefsful  invafion  upon  the  coaft  of  England.  £„£i^^jj^ 
The  troops  tranfported  from  Ireland,  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  brought  a  confider-    . 
able  addition  to  the  French   army.     It  was  fuf- 
peded  that  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  France 
was  intended  by  the  Englifli  fleet,  which  fuggefted 
to  Lewis  the  anticipation   of  the  fame  plan,  as 
mod  effeftual  for  averting  the  danger  with  which 
he  himfelf   was    threatened.       He  had   found, 
from  the  experience  of  two  campaigns,  that  the 
wealth   and  force  of  England  were  the  fmews  of 
the  grand  alliance.     There  remained  therefore  no 
hope  of  weakening  or  deftroying  it,  but  by  the 
reparation  of  England ;  and  no  hope  of  effe6ling 
that  feparation,  but  by  the  dethroning  of  Wil- 
liam.    The  breach  between  him  and  the  whigs, 
the  notorious  predile£tion  of  the  tories,  now  in 
adminiftration,  for  the  hereditary  fucceflion,  and, 
above* all,  the  aflurance  of  difaffe£tion  in    the 
fleets  encouraged    the  moft  fanguine    expefta- 
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TIJtE    UISTARY    or 

tioa  from  aa  ^tuk  upi^n  JEjigiwdy  cogo^uAeJ 
bj  Jaouss  ia  peribn  % 

In  or^er  to  acfiompUA  tbis  dcfign^  the  Fccnc!) 
Alps  at  Breft  aad  Toulon  vere  fitted  out  wicfc 
nncommen  jexpedition :  all  the  privateers  were 
recalled,  and  an  embargo  laid  upon  the  mer- 
chantmen, for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effedual 
manning  the  navy.  Not  hk  th^an  eight  or  ten 
thjoufajid  troops  were  moved  frpm  the  iateznal 
garrifons  to  Normandy  and  Ouienije.  King 
James  direfled  hU  friends  ija  jEi^land  to  carry 
on  correTponding  prejparation^,  ^nd  to  ^t  tbem- 
fekes  in  a  pofture  to  fecond  the  French  troops 
upon  thdr  landing.  Early  in  the  Xpriug  be  left 
Saint  Germains  and  cjime  to  Caen,  ana  after- 
wards to  La  Hogue,  that  he  o^iigbt  be  in  readiae& 
to  fail  with  the  Trench  fleet  ^  and  finaUy,  a  de- 
claration was  ptibliihe^  by  him,  eicprefled  in 
fuch  terms,  as  leemed  beft  calculated  to  confirm 
the  refolutipns  of  his  friends,  ^tnd  tp  cgnvert  or 
intimidate  his  enemies  *. 

The  vigilance,  prudence,  and  compofvre  of 
queen  Mary,  Ihone  with  conli)icuous  luftre  in 
this  feafon  of  danger.  The  fleet  w^  equipped 
with  wonderful  celerity  j  the  array  was  aug- 
mented, the  militia  called  out,  three  r^gimeots 
were  brought  from  Holland,  which,  with  thofe 


'  LIfeofJaipcs,  1692.  Hiftoire  de  Fr.ance,  toiP.  liu 
*  In  this  declaration,  James  cxprefies  great  confidence  io 
the  afFedions  of  his  fuhje^bs,  and  remkids  ihcmof  the  fevct^c 
ircatment  he  hkd  met  with  from  the  prince  of  Orange  ami  th? 
convention.  He  mentions  th^  miferi^  wbi^  £ogTaAd  muit 
fuffer  if  (he  did.  not  retarn  to  her  duty.  He  prohiUts  his  fob* 
je&s  to  pay  any  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  ah  ufiirped  gOYera- 
ment :  ht  promtfes,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  pardon  all  «4)o 
(ball  return  to  their  duty :  he  engages  to  mainuin  Afi  obuocbot* 
friglaad,  and  tecommends  to  parliament  tp  ^law  itbcf^  of 
con&icnce. 

already 
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already  in  England,  were  encamped,  near  Portf-  C  H  ^  P. 
mouth.     Th£  parliament  was  fumtnoned  to  meet     ^''^• 
for  the  difpatcn  of  bufinefs.        Ey  a  feafonable  ^"^^^TT^ 
mixture  of  terror  and  confidence,  held  out  by  thje  24th  May. 
court  to  the  enemre$  of  government,  fome  were 
overawed^  and  others  allured  to  fidelity,  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  important   truft  committed  to 
them*     For,  while  warrants  were  iflucd  againft 
the  notorioufly  difaffefted,  many  of  the  officers 
in  the  navy,  and  feilors,  who  had  been  waver- 
ing, were  orvercome  by  the  kind  and  generous 
afi&rances  with  which  the  queen  pi*ofeffed  to  rely 
upon  their  fidelity  and  honour  '. 

Thefe  meafures,  feconded  by  no  common  fhare  The  tsm- 
of  good  fortune,    delivered   England  from   the^^J^|^^^* 
imminent  danger '  of  foreign  invafion,  and  inter-  j°  ^^ ^  ^^^ 
nal  confpiracy.        The    combined    fleets  joined  HoUand 
focmer  than  v^as  expcfted,  were  greatly  fuperior  obtain  a 
to  the  fleet  of  France,  and  obtained  a  complete  ^??^^^^**^ 
viftory  *.     But  though  this  viftory  fruftrated  the   *  ^^- * 
immediate  views  of  James,  and  diflfufed  a  tranfi-  '9^^^*y* 
ent  gleam  of  joy  over  the  Englifii  nation,  natu* 
rally  captivaTed  with    fplendid    exploits,   yet  it 
did  not  promote  fuch  important  and  durable  ef- 
feds,  either  with  refpeft  to  domeftic  tranquillity, 
or  foreign  fuccefs,  as  were  expefted  by  the  court. 
As  foon  as  the  tumult  of  popular  joy  had  fubfi-  xiicpfo- 
ded,    critical  inquiries  into  the   (late  of  public  pie  diiTi- 
aflEairs  were  refumed,  and  complaints  muttered,  ^**^^*^^- 
becaufe  viftory  had  not  been  complete,  in  pro- 
portion  to  "the  fuperiority  of    the  Englifh  and 
Dutch^    nor  purfued  with  wifdom  and  vigour. 
The  people  were  not  fatisfied,  bccaufe  a  defcent 
upon  the  coaft  of  France  had  not  been  attempted. 
The  viftory  at  La  Hogue,  in  fome  refpefts,  was 

'    Burnet. 

'*■  Lives  cf  the  Admiral),  vol.  ii. 

injurious 
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injurious  to  the  Britifh  trade ;  for  it  being  impof- 
,  fible  to  refit  the  French  fleet  again  during  that  fea- 
fon,    the   failors  were  employed   in  privateers, 
which  fwarraed  on  every  coali,  and   committed 
daily  depredations  on  the  merchant  (hips  ^ 
The  in-        Other  caufes  increafed  the  number  of  thofe 
tcrcll  of    who  were   diflatisfied  with  the  continental  war. 
the  confe-  'j'he  fpirit  and  power  of  the  confederacy  were  it- 
dkdmes.   <^li^'^»g-     PoP«  Innocent  the  Twelfth,  fo  far  from 
inheriting  the  refentments    of    his   predeceffor, 
Innocent  the  Eleventh,  againft  France,  was  de 
coyed  by  her  artful  addrefs,  to  employ  his  apoftolic 
influence  with  Spain  and  with  the  emperor,  in 
order  to  perfuade  them  to  flieathe  the  fword,  and 
give  peace   to  Europe.      He  interceded  for  the 
States  and  princes  of  Italy,  who   complained  of 
the  oppreflive  exadions   of  the  Imperial  army; 
and  gave  his  fandlion  to  negociations  for  bringing 
about  a  defenfive  league  among  them,  againft  tbe 
confederate  princes  *.      Tempting    offers  were 
held  out  by  France,  to  detach  the  duke  of  Savoy 
from  the  alliance,  and  were  refifted,  only  while 
the  allies  had  it  in  their  power  to  retain  him  bj 
more  advantageous  terms.     The  eleftor  of  Saxony 
embraced  the  opportunity,  afforded  him  bytbff 
prefent  embarrafled  (late  of  the  emperor's  affairs* 
of  refenting  fome  flight  affronts  he  had  formerly 
received  from  him,  and  of  withholding  his  troop 
from  the  confederate  army.     The  king  of  Svcdea 
was  alfo  backward  in  furnifliing  his  flipulated  re- 
inforcement.     The  influence  of  the  LouvefteuJ 
faction  began  to  revive  by  the  intrigues  of  Lewis» 
and  marred  the  alacrity  and  unanimity  with  wbicl^ 
the  States  had  entered  into  the  war.    The  pcrfo- 

•  ^  Burnet. 
*  Memoirs  of  Europe.  , 

nal 
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nal   diligence  and  ability  of  king  William  alone  CHAP, 
compenfated  for  thefe  difadvantages,  by  bringing    ^*^* 
over  new  fuppUes  of  ftrength  to  the  confederacy,  "^f.^ 
and  animating  the  vigour  and  refolution,  of  all 
its  members.     As  he  bad  been  the  inftrument  of 
fixing  the  duke  of  Hanover  and  the  eleftor  of 
Saxony,  in  the  intereft  of  the  confederates,  fo  to 
his  prudent  couniel  was  afcribed  the  appointment 
of  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria  to  be  governor  of  the 
Spanifli  Netherlands ;  a  meafure  which,  by  trans- 
ferring into  Flanders  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  treafure  and  force  of  his  eledorate,  put  it 
into  a  better  pofture  of  defence,  while  the  influ- 
ence,  derived  from  his  official   connexion  with 
Spain,  was  employed  to  promote  fuch  a  fucceflion 
to  that  monarchy,  as  was  agreeable  to  the  views  of 
William  and  the  confederates  '. 

The  campaign  of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  Short  ac- 
^  and  ninety-two  did  not  diminifli  the  difcontents,  ^°""^  ^^ 
orraifethe  hopes,  of  the  nation,      Namur,  one  ^^"^P^'S" 
of  the  ftrongeft  cities  in  Flanders,  furrendered  to 
the  French  king.     William,  at  the  head  of  the     June. 
principal  army  of  the  confederates,  attacked  the  Auguft. 
French,     commanded    by    Luxembourg,    jiear 
Steenkirk.      The  French  kept  the  field  :  the,  lofs 
of  the  allies  amounted   to   above  five  thoufand' 
killed  and  wounded.     Upon  the  Rhine  the  duke 
of  Wirtemburg  was  furprifed  in  his  camp,  nearsq)tcm. 
Edelfheim,  by  the  marquis  de  Lorges.    A  thou-ber. 
fand  of  his  men  were  killed,  he  himfelf  made  a 
prifoner,  and  the  neighbouring  country   of  the 
States  laid  under  contributions.     The  fuccefs  of 
the   allies    was   not  fufficient  to  counterbalance 
thefe  loffes.     In  Flanders,  a  few  villages  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  French  wer«  bombarded.      In 

'  Ralph;  vol.iLp.  341,  &c.     Burnet. 

F  f  Spain, 
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CHAP.  Spain,  things  remained  in  the  fame  ftate  as  in  the 
^^^y^  former  campaign,     l^he  duk^  of  Savoy  opened 
1692?  ^^^  campw^ign   with  great  a&ivityj    he    entered 
I^auphiKe,  anci  had  ma(le  himfelf  mlaRer  of  Am- 
Auguft.  brun  and  Gap,  when   he   was   feized  witli    ihz 
ftnall-pox,  which  obliged  his  army  to  retire  and 
evapxiate  the  flaccs  they  had  taken.      A  flrong 
fufpicibn  that  he  availed,  himfelf  of  the  pretext  of 
difeafe  to  fpare. France,  djeprefled  the  fprrits/of  the 
allies,    more  than,  they  l\ad  been  raffed  by  tij 
forriier  exploits  and  glory  ^. 
Caufe$of      yjjg  perfonal  influence  of  William,   -arid  the 
cline  of    attachment  of  his  Englifh  futje^ls,  continued  to 
\\  illianVs  decline  during  the  fummer  one  thotifahd  iix  Iiuq- 
influcnce  dred  and  ninety- two.     Thofe  meafures  wluch  he 
r  ±"^'    purfued,  in  compliance  with  neceffity,  it  mufi  he 
admitted,  were  often  6f  an  ambiguous  cp'mj^ex- 
ion,  and  might,  a(;cording^  to  the  prejudices  of 
fpedators^  be  traced  to  the  love  of  po<ver,  or  the 
'diftates  ofwifdom.    ^ Of  iliis  nature  was  life  op- 
'pofition'  to  feme   of  thofe  bills,  Which 'we're  ir- 
troduwd  in   the  true  fpirit  of  the  Tevoluticn; 
and  which  feemed  effehtial,  in  a  riiore  fettled  (late 
s  of   government,   to  the  pure  adminiftratroh  0/ 

juftice.  A  bill  for  amending  the  laws  witli  re- 
fped  to  treafon,  a  bill  for  controlling  the  extra- 
vs^ant  prerogj^tiyes  of  the  court^  of  chancery, 
and  >  for  eftablifhing  the  independence  of  the 
judges,  were  defeated,  by  the  indireft'iiifluence, 
or  open  negative,  of  the  Tung.  This  iinwilling- 
ni^^,  which  he  difcovered  -to  expend  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeS,  was  imputed  to  the  Yame  ^fnci- 
ples  and  temper,  which  had. geperafed  (he  grie- 
vances of  the  former  reign.     The  cmplbyincDt 

»  Life  of  William.    *Hi'floirc  dc  Fnincc,    ifoni^ity  Ker- 

•of 
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of  ^tfonS  ^hb  had  been  odi  )us  inltruhieht^  bftH  A^. 
the  \rbrft  'meafilreis,  and  the  eicaHiplg  of  ft  verity  ._^^J1;^ 
ill  tli6  triils  bf   lord  Pi*6fton,   and  Mr.   AQiton,     ,^^^. 
^flfCT6  {produced  tis  cot*f6bdraHng  evidehcies  oF  ih^ 
af bittafy  difpofitioh  of  tVilliihi,     t^or  were  tliete 
ci'rcuWlUhces   mord   offenfive^    than   the  dillih- 
g_uilhtd  tonfidcncd    with   \vhich  he   treated  Lis 
IJutch  ahd-  foreign  oBcef^  \     All  thefe  caufes  of 
difcontent  were  fbftdrdd  by  the  enemies  of  ad- 
miniftration,     and     circulated    irt    publications, 
whtch,  in   numbef  atid  acfiriiony   of  liyle,    ex- 
ceeded ail  df  the  fclrrife  tlatUrc  which  had  appeared 
fince  the  TfeVblutibh  '^ 

I'he  etialitioH  6f  individuals  ihd  parties,  HU 
therto  bppbfite  And  irl-ecbhcilable,  gave  a  deep 
>V6iihd  to  the  itiBudtite  of^  the  fcfpi^^n,  before  the 
opehing  of  the  foiirth  ftfilbh  of  the  ^ecorid  par- 
liatnent.  tn  the  two  firft  fcITions  of  this  iJarliai 
metit,  dlvlfibns  iii  bbth  hbiites  were  fegiilated, 
iri  a  great  meafUte,  by  the  illotlvel  and  principles 
of  patty  ;  and  ^higs  and  tofies  fanged  them- 
felves,  with  tttdl-e  e^taCtnefs  atid  fcohfirtehcy,  under 
theit  fefpeftt^^e  rtaridai*d§.  As  the  jacdbites,  ahd 
\vhig^  -bMt  of  doors,  hid  of  late  concurred  iri  ar- 
fltgtiintf.  the  liielfures  ^f  goveriimeht,  and'  the 
cohducT  of  the  kitlg,  fd  the  whig  members^  ahd 
ihfe  tories  dUt  of  place,    often   Ilood  lipori   the 

*  "fliis  cdndii^  df  William,  proceeding  partly  frjm  the  prc- 
]^d\c6i  ef  hts  c«Jdcjitfon,  ffeems  at  the  fame  timt  id  have  been 
jtifti€abie  firorii  cbnfidefittiOfisr  -of  ufkful^^rs  aricf  txptditncfi 
The  lodg  contihiianoe  of  peaee  in  England  preyiotn  to  the  rt^o^ 
lutioiiy  otcartoned  a  real  want  of  accompiiihed  and  exjicrferfced 
^mmandecs.  Except  lord  Churchill,  who,  by  the  force  of 
r^t^Hdr  ^efiiu^,  furpanVd  2tfl  biit  cbntttttptfriHti  of  thb  mliifary 
]^ofeftoD,  it  imy  be  c^ueflianed  if  (here  was  another  Edglib 
o^cer  fit  to  be  imrufted  with  ao  independent  corirniand. 

'  ^  j^blic^ftions  of  ilie  *fimes.     Somcrs'*  Collections.     State 

^tpett.   T.w. 
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CHAP,  fame  ground,    and   coincided  in  opinion   upon 
^_J^[]|^  thofe  queftions  which  came  under  the  difcuffion 
1692*    ^^  parliament.       The  difcrimination  of  parties 
grows   more  faint,   and  their  animofities   more 
languid,    in    proportion  to  the  diftancc  froDH  a 
,        general  eleftion.     On  the  approach  of  that  event, 
members  of  the  fame  party  affociate  and  confult 
together,  and  reciprocally  impart  a  zeal  for  their 
common  principles.      Rival  candidates   find   it 
their  intereft,  during  a  canvas,  to  cherifli  every 
idea  calculated  to  imprefs  their  eleftors  with  the 
opinion  of  their  wide  and  irreconcilable  oppofi- 
tion.    From  repeated  promifes  and  declarations, 
they  often  catch  an  enthufiafm  for  the  principles 
of  I  heir  party,    and  engage,   perhaps  fincerely, 
to  fupport    them ;    but  when  intercourfe  with 
their  conftituents  becomes  lefs  neceffary  and  fre- 
quent, varibus  circumftances  co-operate  to  abate 
the  ardour,  and  confound  the  diftindion  of  par- 
ties.    Queftions  often  occur,  in  which  their  prin- 
ciples  and  political  interefts  are    at    yariance. 
Some  adhere  to  their  principles,  others,  perhaps 
the  greater  number,  fall  in  with  thofe  meafures 
which  tend  to  fecure  the  pre-eminence,  or  gratify 
the  refentment  of  their  party.     On  fuch  occafions 
the  influence  of  party  is  impaired,  both  by  inter- 
l^al  divifion,  and  by  the  lofs  of  reputation.     The 
miniftry,    the  parliament,  and  parties,  were  all, 
at  this  period,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  exhibit 
the  full  operation  of  thofe  caufes  which  have  a 
tendency  to  extinguifh  divifions,   and  reconcile 
fuch  as  had  formerly  been  of  oppofite  opinions 
and  interefts. 
Meeting        Another  feffion  of  this  parliament  was-opened 
of  the  .     Qn  jhg  fourth  of  November.     The  king  thanked 
feffion  of  ^'^^^*^  ^^^  ^^  fupplies  he  had  formerly  received, 

thefecond  and 

parlia- 
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and  expreffed  his  hope,  that  they  would  continue  CHAP, 
their  advice  and*  afli 'lance,   and   take  the   mod  .Ji^Xlj 
proper    meafures   for  fupporting  their  common     ,5^^ 
mterefts  againd  the  exceffive  power  of  France. 
He  mentioned  the  viftory  at  fea  as  ground  of  joy, 
and  wiihed  that  the  fuccefs  by  land  had  been  an* 
fwerable  to  it.-    The  diligence  of  France,  in  re- 
pairing  her   fleet  and   augmenting  her   armies, 
was  urged  as  a  reafon  for  maintaining  the  forces 
of  England  entire,  and  granting  fuitable  fupplies. 
A  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  France  was  propofed, 
and  fuch  care  and  application  promifed,  as  were 
likely  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

This  feffion  was  opened  in  both  houfes  with 
evident  fymptoms  of  difrefpeft  to  the  court, 
Circumftances  trivial,  and  apparently  unworthy 
of  record,  often  indicate  the  temper  both  of  in* 
dividuals  and  focieties  more  exprefsly,  than  thofe 
interefting  fafts  which  better  fupport  the  dignity 
of  hiftory.  Parliament  met,  as  has  i)een  ob- 
ferved,  on  the  fourth  of  November,  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  king's  birth-day,  and  of  his  arrival 
on  the  coaft  of  England ;  a  day,  which  feemed  to 
call  for  fome  external  teftimony  of  gratitude  and 
refped  to  their  deliverer.  So  far,  however,  was 
it  from  beinjg  diflinguifhed,  that  both  houfes  ad- 
journed for  fevcral  days,  and  the  lords,  after 
meeting  again,  inftead  of  confidering  the  king^s 
fpeech,  entered  with  great  heat  upon  the  defence 
of  their  privileges. 

This  fubjeft  was  brought  before  them   by  a  Complaint 
complaint^  of  the  lords  Huntington,    Scarfdale,  ""^de  by 
and  Marlborough,  who   had  been  committed  to  "'?*  r 
the  Tower  upon  the  fufpicion  of  treafon.     The  having 
ground  of  their  complaint  was,  that  information  been  ille- 
had  not  been  given  againft  them  on  the  oath  o{g^}^y<^om- 
two  witneffes,  according  to  law  ;  ^and  that,  at  the  ™'"*^ 

beginning 
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^^^'     ]j^\\^.d  uijider  feail,  though  the  parliapieati  w^  fooB 

'^-     ta  meet  ' '.     Aft^x   ya,riou«   debate?:  ?Vftd  ifcfolb- 

The  king  tion&  paffefl  by  1;$^  lords,  i^e  king  p^^u^eutlj  dit 

d»rcharjjea  changed  t;^^^  prifouer^^  ^n,  o^4er  1{q  ^ewiove  a  fub- 

thtm.       j^^  which  waS\  likely  to  be  madi^  a|  h^^le  of 

violent  ix),eafi^res  aga.LQ(t  the  court.     It  m^A  har« 

b^ei),  paiuiui   to  tfim  uppn  tt^is  oq^af^on  to  &a<^, 

that  apparent  ingratitude  ta^ard^  MarLb^<»ugk, 

whom  he  knew  ta  be  t^eact^e^ous^^  c^tr^^utec^not 

only  to  wea^exi  the  ir^ter^^  of  t^  <;ovkrt  ia  tD£ 

houfe  q£  Ipjds,  b^t  U^  imps^^p  ^is^  if^utaticuj^  ^<>H 

the  people  *  *. 

Motion  in      The  kiAg  in  his^  fp^ech  bad  i^nAione^  the  ad- 

the  houfe  vice  of  his  parliaa^ei;Uj^  as  wel^  a^  their  ail^j^s^^i 

ofloriis     -j^jj^  p*fty.  ij;^  oppofition  in.  botti^  hoju^j^  qlungto 

commfttcL^l^is  ^^fpreffip.n,  ^ijid^  a^naexed  to  it  fuch  ^  UtiruJe 

to  give  the  of  interpretation,  a$  tnigijit  ^ijithprti^  i;h^.  mod  k- 

kirn  ad-    yere  a^nd  poii^t;^  (pe^bares  of  t^e  ^^uXfes  of  tbe 

Vice.        co.urt.     It  \ji^  moved  yp.  the  ^jQ^fe  of  lor^,  that 

a  jojmt  coijnmitte^  &f  both  houfes  &o^d  ^  2f- 

pointed  tp  f onfer^  coacern^ig  the  l^.^te  of  (he  b^ 

(ioa^  a^4  to  (;onfidb;r  wk^  a^vicf  thej-  9Hghc  to 

'  *  Journ.  Lordsy.  7th  and  i^h  November, 

*  *  The  lords  hai  been  fcnt  to  the  Tower  upon  the  accnfeiioc 

of*  one.  Youngs  a  man  of  an  ufaraoy&  chaca^r,  veho  bad  hisor 

Ul£  been  (fo^imut^d  to  prtioa  iqr  forgery,     \iifh  th^  a^lM^cc 

of  angth.^r.  prjfon^rr  he  fcam^d  aa  s^TpQiatipo.  ag^ial^  ^fero- 

.menty    to  which   lie  annexed   the   fubfcriptions  of  b^Iiibur  , 

iMarJborough,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  bifliop  ot  Rec- 

cbeder,  &c.    in  chara^ers  lb  like  their  K<uuL>.wmI]^g,  ^a»  n<  t  to 

be  dif^iimuifliahle  froro  their  true  fubfcriptions.     The  vtiiaicy 

v^as  detected  tq  ti^e  fa,t)s/aj6tipn.9t  the  privy  counpi  by  S|}i«'T 

bi(hop  of  Rochefter,  when  cpnfrontcd  with  Blackhead,  ib^;  a^- 

fociate  of  Young.     State  Trials. 

The  QQofij)^)if  nt  of  M9J:lbpr.ough  afroc  ibjfc  dou^Hoo  fa4^^ 
i]]  4p^cara>ifce«  but  thei4  wa£^  tgp,  gopd>  rcii^n  for  ix,  ^«  >&  €>| 
dent  fipm  ilie  difcovcriesjaitlj^pubji/hed^in  Nl;-.  Ao^^pjicrlpi's 
State  P^^rs.     Ste  chap.  xv. 

ghre 
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51  va  the  kine.    The  Ijimilarity  of  thb  meafure  to  QH  A  p. 
that  wiiich  had  beea  adopted,  upon  thediffolu-  J^^^^ 
tion  of  governrneat,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,     ,692. 
as  well  as  its   obvious  confequences,    filled  the  Alarming 
court  with  the  higheft  alarm.     As    the  objefls  to  t<>the 
which   it  referred  were  indefinite,  and  arbitrarily  ^^^^^ 
fele£led,  it   might  eafily  be  employed  as  a  war- 
rant fpr  intruding  iiito  the  moft  delicate  and  re- 
tired departments  of  government,  while  the  re- 
ilride^l  number  of  a  committee,  comprehending 
the  authority  of  both  houies,  would  ^ive  unani- 
mity and  vigour  to  their  proceeding^     The  ut- 
moft   influence  of  the   court   was   exerted,    and  Rcj^ftcd. 
with  difficulty  procured  the  rejection  of  this  mo- 
tion, Ixy  a  majority  o^  two  votes  •  \ 

But   though  it  was  over-ruled,  yet  the  fubjeft  Articles 
of  eiving  acjvice  was,  from  time  to  time,  refumed  of  advice 
in  both  houfes,  and  became  extremely  vexatious  T^!^^ 
to  the  king,  as  it  proved  a  vehicle  for  conveying  toufcsfe- 
the   raoft  difrefpeaful  infinuations  with  regard!  to  oarately. 
his  meafures    and  attachments.     It  was  fefoWed 
by  the  commons,  that  his  majefty  ftiould  be  ad- 
vifed,    ^o  fill   up   vacancies   among  the  general 
officers  with  fuch  only  as  were  natives  of  his  do- 
minions;  to  conftitute  commiflioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty perfons  of  known  experience  in  maritime 
affairs ;  and  to  employ  in  his  councils  fuch  per- 
fons only,  whofe  principles  obliged  them  to  (fand 
by  his  rights  againft  the  late  king  James  '  *. 

The  fubje^s  contained  in  the  addrefs  of  the 

lords  were  not  lefs  perJTonal,  and  ftill  more  offen- 

'  five  to  the  king.     They  prayed  that  no  foreigner 

ihould  be  of  the  board  of  ordnance,  or  keeper  of 

ftores  ig  the  Tower  of  London;  that  the  chief 

*'  Journ.  Lords,  ai)^  Lprds' Debatesi  -th  December. 
'^  Journ  CommoDSi  ^ipYCCpbefy  Uttfcqibery  paiTim,  aad  nth 
J[#«oa«y  1693. 

'  •         governor 
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CHAP,  governor  pf  the  Englilh   forces  under  the  king 
^^]^  IhoulJ  be  a  fubje::  born  in  their  majeflies  domi- 
1692,    nions;  and  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  the 
precedency   to  Englirti   officers,  and  to  leave  in 
England,  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  none 
but  Engliihmen  *  ^. 
Rcflec  In  the  courfe  of  the  dfebates  on  thefc  refoluti- 

tions        ^ns,  illiberal  reflections  were  thrown  out  againft 
oppofi-^    the  foreign  generals.     All  the  calamities  and  dif- 
tlon  on     appointments  ttie  nation  had  fufiered  during  the 
thecoi-    war,  were  imputed  to  the  prevalence  of  a  foreign 
^h\^^     influence,  and  the  defeat  of  the  confederate  army 
andtlvofc  ^^  Steenkirkj  particularly,  to  the  mifcondud  of 
employed  count    Solmes.       The  (tale  of   alliances,     and 
by  him.     the  reports  of  the  commiflloners    of  accounts, 
laid   before  the  houfe  of  commons  early   in  the 
feflTion,  fuggefted  materials  for  cenfuring  the  con- 
dud  of  the  allies,  the  exorbitant  expences  of  the 
war,  and  the  mifmanagement  of  the  public  funds. 
While  James,  it  was  faid,  had  been  ruined  by 
fubmitting  his  aflfairs  to  the  diredion  of  men  des- 
titute of  principle,  William  followed  the  advice 
of  miniders  who  had  avowed  the  moil  dangerous 
principles  ;  and  that  the  confl^itution  was  in  effed 
changed,  while  the  mod  important  meafures  were 
direfted  by   a  few,  obfequious  to  the  arbitirary 
pleafure   of  the  kini^,    without  the  participation 
of  the  privy  council,  who  were  his  natural  and 
refponfible  advifers  '**. 
The  fern-      Notwithftandirig  the  determined  face  of  hofti- 
parHa-   ^  '^^7  ^°   ^^^^  court,  with  which  both  houfes  had 
mentbe-  entered   upon  the  public  bufmefs,  yet  they  not 
comci      on  y  defifted  from  the  profecution  of  har(h  mea- 
"^"^^w"    ^^^^^>  ^^^  difplayed  inftances  of  a  compliance, 

court,  "  Journ.Lords,  1 8th  Fcbniary  1693. 

*  *  Grey's  Debates,  yol.  x.  p.  25a,  &c. 

highly 
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i.ighly  gratifying  to  the  king.     Several  bills  for  C  H  a  P. 
-^trenching  the   influence  of  the   court  proved     ^^^' 
atlstortive  *  \     Thefupplies,  though  for  fome  time     ,^j^ 
delayed,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  five  millions 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.     The 
Hame  land  force  was  continued,  and  the  navy  con- » 
fiderably  augmented.     This  change  in  the  temper 
of    pa/Hament,    and  the  final   triumph  of   the 
court,  are  to  be  afcribed  to  great  induftry  and 
addreis  on  the  part  of  the  king,  afEfted  by  a  con- 
currence of  fortunate  events.     He  now  began  to  Exdcc- 
perceive  the  neceiSty  of  throwing  himfelf  again  utions  of 
into  the  arms  of  the  whigs,  who  flackened  their  **»«  whigs. 
oppofuion    upon  the  intimation    of  their    ap- 
proaching    pre-eminence.       Lord     Sunderland, 
whofe    political   talents    obliterated   former  cri- 
minality,   had    now   infinuated  himfelf  into  the 
confidence  of  their  leaders,   and   proved  a  fuc- 
cefsful  agent  for  the  king,  by  foftening  the  vio- 
lence,   and  reconciling  the  affev^iions,    of  that 
party  '  *•     A  breach  between  the  lords  and  com-  Breich 
mons,  occafioned  by  an  inquiry  into  naval  af-  ^'^^*" 

hcofesy 
■ '  The  fate  of  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  reipefling  occafioned 
treafon  was  remarkable :  after  being  piirfued  with  great  zeal  by  |>y  ^q  jq. 
oppoGtion,  it  was  not  only  dropped,  but  made  the  foundation  of  q^iry 
a  bill  for  the  better  prefervation  of  his  majeAy's  perfon.  about  the 

The  complaifance  of  the  commons,  with  refpeft  to  the  bill  mifcarri- 
for  aicertaining  the  faiarics  of  judges,  was  (lill  more  unaccount-  ^^  ^^ 
able.     It  had  pafTed  both  houlcs  in  the  lafl  fcHion,  and  was  re-  f^^, 
je^ed  by  the  negative  of  the  king.     As  it  had  originated  with 
the  commons,  their  honour  was  particularly  afFe^ed  By  its  re- 
je^ion.     Here  then   they  had  an  opportunity  of  contending 
againfl  the  crown  with  every  advantage ;  the  (Irength   of  their 
caufe,  the  approbation   of  their  conttituents,  their  former  fuc- 
cefs,  thwarted  only  by  a  meafure  which  the  king  durd  not  re- 
peat, without  loOng  more  than  he  could  gain ;  yet  this  bill  was 
thrown  out  by  the  commons  atter  a  fecond  reading.      Jouro, 
Commons,  17th  December. . 
*•  Burnet. 

fairs. 
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C  H  A  ?;  fitifa^  Int^rrupttCNi  tluit  u^a^imit;y  whiok  ii^bMod 
^^J^^^^  bctw^efi^  th^m^  stficj  at  Uft.  eogfoSed  that  zeal 
1^?-    v^hiicb  waa  ^t  firft  devoted  to  tl^e  deprcffion  of  tb« 
co^rc*    Afier  th9  vi^ftory  at  La  Hague,  the  ia- 
ad^ivity  of  the  KngloAk  fteet,  duxutg  the  remain- 
del  of  th^  feafoja,  €;xeefidiiigly  difappototed  and 
pTQiYoked  the  OiLtion.     Alt  partieft  agpoed,  that 
there  had  b^en  fame  mirtQaaag^i&em,  thaugb  oa 
whom  it  was  chargeable  a  diverfity  of  ofMnioas 
prevailed,  fame  afc^ibing   it  lo  the  coannanderfi, 
iiUi)<IoT.  and  others  to  the  court  cf  admiraky.     The  houfe 
of  camniQas,    by  a   vote  of  thaaks  to   adimral 
Ruflel,  difcover^d  a  precipitate  and  partial  appr^ 
Ration,  which  involved  the  cenfiir«  C|f  the  eaipl  of 
]^toktingham,    who  cohduded  the  naval  depart- 
mem,  and  was  therefore  fuppofed  to  be  anf^erablc 
for  that  mifmanageinieiit,   of  which   Ruflel   was 
thus  virtually  s^cquitted.     The  lords,  exafperated 
by  the  vote'of  the  commons,   fhewed  the  moft 
anxious  concern  to  vindics^te  the  earl  of  Netting- 
*^\  D^^'  him.      To  acoomplifh  this  with  a  drift  regard  to 
ioSv^  j^**^*^  *^y  exafninpd  the  various  orders  which 
pad  been  ilTued  by  the  admiralty,  and  the  feveral 
letters  which  had  paffed  upoii  the  fubjedk  of  thefe 
order§    between  lQr4    Nottinghaiji  ^nd   Rqjleli 
after  which  they  pap^^  tq  a  r^Ioivktion,  thai  an  ac- 
count of  th^ir  proceedings,  together  with  th«  pa- 
pers Off  which  they  were  founded,  ^ould  bf  fent 

tp  ihs  Other  houfc,  thereby  ipf|n^ati^g  tlj^jt  the 
cj^mmons  had  decided  without  information.  The 
cpoimons,  angry  al  a  refolution  which  implied 
fuch  an  impeachment,  repc<^t^d  their  jipprpbatioa 
of  ^dnprgj  PrUiT^I,  aM  declared,  th^t,  during 
the  laft  fuD>mer's  expedition,  he  had  acquitted 
himfelf  .with  fidelity,  courage,  ^nd  condud. 
aoth  I^c.  The  lords   demanded  a  conference.      With  this 

demand 
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eoiTV^sffifii^H   ^^^  H>aHe  no    regly  to  ^»y'  ^gn-  A  coiifc- 
f^^^,  aa4  only  to,  r«goFti^h«tf  tlft^y  fecftr4  -^^rcncc  be- 
lt wask  prQbablj5  i.a  i&fefttwe^t  ^  ^diCfe^j^dfijl^^lJ^""  "*^ 
tie^iiEi^oU  %hi^  \h^,  iQf  cl».  m^-  »Hii  a^wap*  to  Wohoufes, 
lierfe^e  w^th^^he  cojijwiQns  <9  ?i  dtp^Utinfiftt,  wWc^^d  ivK, . 
ih€.  Ia,ttes  h^^  aljwaiy^  cwiyereci  asi  \kmTt  fete  ^^ 7*^^^^ 
peciji^r  provriJ^e,     Wlw»  thQ  WW  fr^  *^  l«9<*prepoft  t» 
^  was.  brpugbi  qp  H>  t^he  kK^  of:  H)r4s*.  fe  wftaflifi 
fij^ved  5^n4  carfie4.  tb^t  A^  lQiHi%  ibpv^  ?SA&them. 
thien^lvQ^,  w<i  nijfi^e  a  qplte^to?  of  tK«i?  QM^il*  o^^ielvcs. 
Thii^  ajp^ndBjeatt;  wa«:  ?^!5ft«d  fey  tiW  cqtobpto 
i»(kh    gfe^it  heat^  aad  ;}i  cpnferw^.O^  4^a?aJ^4Q4 
upon  Wi    af^  thought  tfef  ^mc^t^meitt  Vas  4fr» 
fended  with  ability,,  y^.t;  ih^  QWfliSgeo.oy^  <i)|  ijw 
ft^le^    9P4    <fe^  dliJ&WWte^^W*    «t  tl»^  People, 

it,  ^Q.d  ^ord;  ^.  W:W  t^igfl^h;  tQi  ^Q  QQil&m)i|8». 
Tbw  flHaiiwtipa  of  femuncitf^,.  3pp2if «at.  from 


**  RaT|)h|  vol.  ii.  p.  ^gj.  Burnet  and  Jl  the  wWg  hiftori- 
ans  have  a ddci  their  lefHmony,  in  behalf  of  RufTfilv  to*  that  of 
the.  comiBOD*;.  and  th^  Author  qi  the  Ibivefrof  the-Adaunlft 
h^  ad<?|H«jt  ihw  MJenys,.  V9I.  ii..  p.  36.7>  375.. 

Froip.  ibe  R*pAn&  produced,  io  th?^  inc^i^y  i^  s^PP^*W».  ^ 
though  a  defccQt  upon  the  qoaft  of  France,  as»  planned  by  tb* 
miniihy,  was.  attended  with  diffitulties  of  which  they  ^Mere  not 
ware. ;.  and  that,  in  fomc  indaaces,  tb^ii'  iniirii^tioo*  to  tile 
f^omta^dat^  w.ere  loi^  4^ju);ed.,^  an^  aftQi;  ajlt  nifer^  qotr  {^vri)!^ 
^«P««.;.  yet„  00.  U)fi  Qiher  bjind,,  Ra/CeU  W  tije  coflinywdfii? 
under  him,  were  exceedingly  difpofed  to  exaggerate  tl^e  difficul- 
ties of  the  expedition,  and  the  errrors  tf  the  noiniflty.  They 
did  not  make  the  exertions  which  were  in  their  power,  and  al- 
leged the  mofl  frivolous  excufes  in  their  vindication.  From  late 
difcoveries  there  is  too  much  reaibn  to  fufped  tbe  cp^d|i0  of 
Huflj^av that  period.  Sqe  chap.  X|V.. 
*^  Jcurn.  Lords,  16th  Jan.  ' 

cited 
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CHAP,  cited  great  complaints  of  corruption,  and  coa- 
^^_;^  vinced   both   houfes,    that  fome    meafures    were 
1693.'    neceffary  to  maintain  the'  purity  and  reputation  of 
parliament  ^\    A  bill  for  this  purpofe  having 
paflfed  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  been  thrown 
out  only  by  two  votes  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  op- 
pofition  was  again  encouraged  to  introduce  ano- 
AKHfor  ^^^^  to  the  fame  eflfeft   in  the  upper  houfe  *'. 
trienoiaJ    The  fubftance  of  it  was,  that  a  new  ptrliamenr 
pa'^lia-      ihould  be  affembled  every  three  years,  and  a  fef- 
ments,      (j^^  ^gj^  every  year.     The  efforts  of  the  court 
fttfles       could  not  prevent  its  pafliing  in  both  houfes  ;  and 
both         the  king,  apprehenfive  of  its  reducing  the  power 
houfes ;     Qf  ^hg  crown,  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
rejeAed     unpopular  method  of  fuppreffing  it  by  h^s  nega- 
by  the      tive.     This  feffion  of  parliament  ^as  concluded 
^'"g-        on  the  fourteenth  of  March. 
Changes        Admiral  Ruflel  was  difmiffed  from  his  majefty's 
in  public   fervice  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  January,  and  the 
•fficcs.      command  of  the  fleet  given  to  admirals  Killigrew, 
fir   Ralph  Delaval,    and   fir   Cloudefley  Shovel. 
Sir  John  Lowther,    Henry  Friedman,  lord  vif- 
count  Falkland,  fir  Robert  Rich,  fir  Ralph  De- 
laval, were  appointed  lords  commifGoners  of  the 
admiralty.    Although  this  choice  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  dir^ded  by   lord  Nottingham,  yet  a 
greater  intereft  was  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  the 
3d  March,  ^higs,  by  putting  the  great  feal  into  the  hands  of 
fir    John    Sommers,    and   appointing   fir  John 
Trenchard  fecretary  of  ftate.     As  fome  compeo- 
fation  to   RulTel,  as  well  as  to  avert  the  refent- 
mcnt  of  his  friends,  he  was  appointed  treafurer 
of  the  houihold. 


*'  Burnet. 

**  Journ.  Commonsi  zid  Dec.    Jourr,  Lords,  3d  Jan. 

The 
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The  confederate  armies  were  chiefly  employed^  H  A  P,- 
in  a  defenfive  war  during  the  campaign  of  1693,    ^^^* 
In  the  Netherlands,  Charleroy    and  Huy   were    ,^ 
taken   by  Luxembourg.     In  the  Palatinate,  Hei-  Cain{>ai^« 
delberg.  Spire,  Manheim,   and  Frankendale  fell  1693. 
into   the  hands  of  the  French  army  u^d,er  the     ^. 
marquis  de  Lorges.     llie  marihal  Luxembourg        ^* 
attacked  the  allies  commanded  by  king  William 
in  their  camp  near  Landen,     The  advantage  of    Julj. 
the  ground,    over-rated  by   tlie  latter,    induced 
him  to  decline  the  advice  of  his  generals,  to  re- 
treat.    His  army,  though  compelled  to  give  way 
to  fuperior  numbers,  made  a  brave  refiftance,  and, 
difappointed  the  enemy  of  the  fruits  expeded  from 
their  viftory.     The  confederates  loft  feven  thou- 
fand  men,  and  count  Solmes,  an  experienced  ge- 
neral.    In  Piedmont,  the  allies,  commanded  by  o<3obcr. 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  were  defeated  by  the  French, 
under  the   marihat  de  Catinat.     Marflial  de  No- 
aillcs  took  poffeffion  of  Rofes,  a  feaport  town  in 
Catalonia.     The  fuccefs  of  the  French  fleet,  as  it     May. 
was  the  lefs  expefted,  was  the  more  mortifying  to 
England.     The  French  had  not  only  refitted  their 
ihips,  but  made  a  confiderable  addition  to  their 
navy,  by  arming  the  largafl:  merchantmen.     The 
lofs  of  trading  veflels,  to  England  exceeded  that 
of  any  former  year ;  eighty  of  them,  amounting 
to  one  million  fterling,  were  taken  and  deftroyed, 
oft"  Cape   Saint   Vincent's,  by  the  Toulon  fqua- 
dron.     Two  Dutch  fliips  of  war  and  one  Englifliy 
belonging  to  the  united  fleets  under  admiral  Rooke, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     Four  of  the 
largeft  Smyrna  (hips,  and  one  Dutch  man  of  war, 
were   burned   or  funk  at  Gibraltar ;  and  feveral 
Englifli  and  Dutch  (hips  dedroyed  by  the  French 
fleet  at  Malaga.      Saint  Maloes  was  bombarded' 
by  captain  fiembow,  which  was  the  occafion  o^ 
alarm  and  terror,  rather  than  o^  any  material  in- 
jury 
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C  H  A  t^.  jury  to  tht  ettcmy.    tb  xrohdttcia  Aft  diMers  of 

^^^  thife  ttrti^aign,  fit   FfanbiS   Wh^rdef ,    t<r!id  had 

,^j.    been  ftht  out,  eariy  in  the  fealbn,  with  *a  fqua- 

"    dt<M  agiihft  the  Fr6fttch  iflatid^   itl    th^   Wcl 

Ilftdies;   't^^^    tie{>alfed    ttt  federal  tittAckJ,    anJ 

maiiy  of  his  men  {jerffhed  by  fiekti'efs,  ai  Well  £ 

by  the  IVrord  *  ^ 

Such  aceumulartd  Ibflfes  cotild  hot  fait  td  dif- 

pi^it  tht  nation.     In  fofmCT  (iamj)aigh4  fortic  in- 

gf^ettts  of   ptofperity  h^d  hetti  intfetminglcd 

with  ttii«forttih€fe,  ^hd  ccnttihnred  m  kileviate  the 

dHappoi^trh^iitS,  ^nd  iuftaifi  th^  Mliting  hope^ 

of  the  pt6p\t ;  but  h6W,   evety  Hlemcfti,  and 

evety  t-egioh  exhibited  daiiri^ty  ahd  dlfgracc* 

28th  oa.      When  theitittg  rcturfted  to  Ettglandv  he  foofld 

^^JJ*'     it  tteceffary  to  make  a  pattikl  ehange  $n  kdminif- 

inirt^.    ttktrofl,  in  btderto  blunt  thie  Weapons  df  oppoli- 

aiftmioD.  tibii,  Whetted  by  the  ill  iuceefs  bjf  his  affairs. 

Adtnital   Ruflel,    whofe   eaufe  the  whIgs  had 

^fpdured,  w^^  agath  appoihted  id  the  t^mmand  of 

the  fleet,  and  the  eatl  of  Nottlftghim  Wks  dil"- 

ihilfed  from  his  office  of  fefcrttaty  tjf  (late  **. 

His 


V  Life  of  William,  vol  K.  Hiftorre  de  Fraaicc.  Lim« 
nrt  Admirals,  vol.  ii. 

*♦  Th*  feftonUfott  df  Rutfel  w  tlie  cbTtttAadd  of  Ihfc  itH,  h 
imputeid  by  Mr.  Maeplnef foh  to  ih6  dird^ibn  a#i  r ABuWW  ef 
James.  "  JairttI,"  lays  h«,  ««  re^cdfcd  admiral  Roficlf  >«*»• 
"  had  contioued  his  communications  >vith  ihc  Gourt  o£  St.  Ger» 
•*  tnahrs,  td  endeavour  16  procufe  the  command  oF  ihe  ncet 
««  lU  d^fAied  hitn  tt>  fopprfefs  his  rtfenttiwm  for  Wi  latt  d* 
*<  Iraee*  He  intre^ed  hlTA  to  ioitoibatid  hil  telOj^r,  tote^ 
*'  kte  his  condud  with  prudence  and  ref^nre^  and  toftife^ 
•*  enemies  that  mi^ht  oUWudt  his  defigns.  The  imngues « 
•^  Jattes  prtViCiled  Wiltiam  evidently  fell  into  the  Tnarfr.  '^ 
«•  idhwintt  af  the  kw  kin^  iofihiiitcti,  thii  td  tcftott  fo/fcl 
<*  <>  the  fleets  wo  to  fb6the  th%  ii««ion  for  ih«  ihircaiHagei  «^ 
■<  fea.  ,  He  was  accordingly  phc^d  in  his  formtr  office  6th  N^ 
•«  vcmb^r.^    Macpherlbn,  vol.  ii.  chap.  i.  169J.     This  ac- 
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The  king  incft  hk  p»riiamgiit  on  the  feveott^  of  GH  A  Pk 
Noven3rf>er.    He  regretted  their  loffesby  kind  i^M  vJi^J^l^ 
by  fea^  the  forsier  lie  impiut^'to  the  Ai^erior  ,693^ 
force  oi  the  enemy  ;  the  Utter  he  ftyted  niifeuf^  Mecti^ 
riages,  and  ptxwnifed  hk  enddavcKirs  to  *>ring  «b^  2f  *^^ 
authprg  of  them  to  pufki^fBieat.     He  urged  the  f^^^f 
neceiiity  of  kicreafiiig  the  ktiid  and  naval  ion^  the  fecooi 
which  «Hift  require  a  liberal  fupp1y%  parlia- 

The  ">"^ 


couht  of  'Mr.  ^aqilie^fbh  is  *fohricfcd  Vpon  a  paper,  ehtittctl,  7Ji- 
ftfutftiohs  ^  the  Couotefs  ofShrewfbury,  tothfc  Earl  of  Shitwfc 
t)oty,'&c.  &c.  dated  iGih  Oaobfer  Y69^,  iblirbichkrefhie  fbU 
lowing  words-;  "  It  is  his  m^jfcfty's  pleaftii^,  that  .you  Ifet  bd- 
**  mini  Ru£el  know^  that  his  majeilY  defires  him  to  get  the 
**  dolh'rfiaAd  of  tlie  fleet  from  the  prince  of  Orangey  *  '&c!^ 
!^ph^rft)n*s "State 'Papcn,  'fft^ftobert65J. 

A  few  Y«mafkVon  fhis  rut}je<5t  will  juf^ify  an  dbflrvtitlon  thtft 
has  already  occurred,  tiamely,  hoM/  readv  abthors  ^e,  to  over- 
rate the,  importance  of  fafts  which  they  nave  been  fo  fortunatk 
asto'difcbv^r,  dnd'tb  ftrctch  the  contlulions  drawn  Trbm'theiii. 

It  tbtty  lie*dHj)iA'M,  \^hethcr  Jait/es  iftd  ht^*  frldnds  toM  hi^t 
Biorc  rcafon  to  retynipoo  R^iffel^  fernafs,  ttteft  thdfe  of  fte 
prioclpal  admirals  in  colninifli6n  lafl  A»ft>n.  Two  ofthenft 
were  certainly  in  his  il^tercft,  and  therefore  he  could  havfe  no 
TCkfoa  ftrwiftfog  ilurtel  to  be  employed,  in  preference  to  thl'rii- 
It  is  eViderit  tlrm  Jtrmes's  fritnds  eritertaifttd  great  fafpiclorts  '^' 
RtiBcl.  'Sebchap.  tv.  Nay,  'the  refoluilon  whi<!h  *R3uffel  him- 
fclf  avowed  while  intriguing  with  James,  that  if  he  met  the 
French  fleet  he  mud  fight  them  ;  and  the  fatal  experience  James 
had  acquired  of  Ruflel's  adherence  to  this  rcfolution  when  he  de- 
feated the  Pr*ehch  flWt  at  La  Hogue,  mull  have  rendefeCl  the 
•CotoftqifeVice  'of  RuffePs  being  cmpteyed  ^trtmely  doobtfrli, 
^d  indeed,  itioft  probably,  adverfe  to  the  iritcreTl  of  James 

W^ffetadi  «hc  former  ruCCfcfs  of  Ruffel,  his  pbpalstrity,  ^5htl 
the  offisftCeoccafiottedby  Ws  difmiffibn,  'fiifflcicnr/eafoTis  fortlc- 
*^irinlhi«»g  William  torecal  him  to  his 'fefvice,  rndependently  of 
wy  dij-eft  and  tteadh^ro'us  ibfliJdnCe  employed  by  thie  frfinJs'bf 
jAiefn  for 'that  pQfpofe  ?  Is  there  aiiy 'Evidence  tor  the  'aHcrtitm 
of  Mr.  MUcJphcrfoh,  •*'lhat  the  adherents  bf  the  late  kitig 
**  infiilirited,  that  to  teftbfc  Ruflcl  ib  the  cotnmjind  of  thc^eet 
"  -was  tb'foothc  (he'nitibb  for  the  mifcJafri^glss  at  fea  ?"  Bo 
any  of  th^  cotcmporary  hiflorians  authorife  this  affertion,  'nr 
Aritfe  WBiam's  ^'^raciog  Riiflel  to  the  axJvice  of '^ny  peffon 

'  Vhatcyer  ? 
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tTHAP.  The  commons,  after  an  unanimous  refolutita 
^  _  Y;_j  to  grant  a  fupply,  and  to  fupport  the  government, 
1693-4.  apparently  entered  with  great  earneftnefs  upon  as 
Inquiry  inquiry  concerning  the  mifcarriage  of  the  fleet 
intoihfe  They  examined  the  petitions  of  the  Turkey 
aew  aT"  Company  to  the  admiralty  for  convoys,  and  co 
Tea,  p!^^  of  the  in(tru£tions  and  orders  fent  to  the  com* 

manders  of  thefe  convoys,  and  the  commanden 
themfelves ;  and  they  at  length  refolved,  thst 
there  had  i^een  mifmanagemenr,  but  virtuaity  ac- 
quitted the  admirals,  by  putting  a  negative  upoa 
a  motion  to  cenfure  them  * ' .  The  lords  pro- 
ceeded a  (tep  farther  in  favour  of  the  admirab, 
refolving  that  they  had  done  well  in  the  execution 
of  their  orders  **•  In  the  courfe  of  the  debates 
upon  this  fubje£l,  there  appeared  a  great  prone- 
ncfs  to  render  it  fubfervient  to  the  intereft  of 
party  ;  the  whigs  evidently  wifliing  to  throw  the 
whole  blame  upon  lord  Nottingham,  and  the  to- 
nes upon  Mn  Trenchard.  The  court,  difTatisfied 
with  this  partiality,  became  more  referved  in  giv- 
ing the  information  called  for  by  the  lords.  They 
themfelves  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  bufincfi, 
and  it  was  at  lad  fuffered  to  drop,  without  yielding 
either  to  the  nation  or  the  court  that  fatisfaftion 


whacerer  ?  The  authenticity  of  the  i«i(lru6tions  to  the  coaotefs 
of  Shrewlbury  is  not  called  tn  quetlion  ;  but  it  does  not  fbliovi 
that  thefe  Were  the  caufe  of  RufFers  being  employed.  Tbe 
co-exi(ieace  of  events  is  no  evidence  of  caufaiityt  or  recipocal 
influence.  It  is  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  impaniai  ru- 
der,  whether  the  great  ]Tobability  of  Ruflel's  being  again  em- 
ployed, for  the  reafons  already  mentioned,  might  not  be  tbe 
occafion  of  James's  anticipating  the  requeft  of  RuITel,  if  he  w» 
engaged  in  correrpondenc<i  with  him  ;  and  of  all  a  ring  hini  to 
his  ferTice>  by  giving  him  his  fan^ion,  or  rather  his  adftce  for 
doing  a  thing,  which  he  was  of  himfelf  very  much  difpoM  v> 
do. 

*'  Joum.  Commons,  i7(h  November,  6th  December,  1693. 

*•  Joum.  Lords,  loth  January,  1694. 

vbicfl 
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which  they  expelled,  from  the earneftners  of  both^  ^^^* 
houfes  in  beginning  an  inquiry  *  ^ .  ^  ^_, 

If  the  commons  had  been  inclined  to  be  trou-  1693-4. 
blefome  to  the  court,   they  would  Have  found  Corrup- 
ample  materials  in  the  reports  of  the  commiffioners**^"  ^*^' 
of  accounts.     From  them  it  appeared,  that  above  *^°^*'^*^  * 
a  million  fterling  of  arrears  of  wages  was  due  to 
the  failors ;  while  lord  Falkland,  one  of  the  com* 
miffioners  of  the  admiralty,  obtained  for  himfelf 
a  grant  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  money 
levied  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy.     Large  fums  had 
been  expended  for  fecret  fervices :  penflons  had 
been  granted  to  many,  to  accommodate  the  king's 
political  arrangements.     It  was   matter  of  afto* 
nifhment  to  obferve,  that  admiral  Ruifel  had  re* 
ceived  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  his  fervices,  at  a 
period  when  the  merit  of  them  had  been  called  in 
queftion,  and  when  it  was  believed  that  he  had 
fallen  under  the  royal  difpleafure.    Confiderable 
fums  had  alfo  been  iiTued,  to  aflift  candidates  in 
the  intereft  of  the  court,  in  defraying  the  expence 
©f  their  eleftions  * ' .     Thefe  difcoveries  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  debates,  in  which  the  condu6t  of  indivi'> 
duals  was  feverely  cenfured ;  but  the  adlual  in- 
fliflion  of  puniihment  was  confined  to  lord  Falk^ 
land;    who,     after  being  reprimanded  by  the 


^ '  Upon  a  full  and  candid  examination  of  all  the  fadts  re- 
lating to  this  bufinefs,  it  appears,  that  there  had  been  either 
negligence  or  treachery  in  tbe  admiralty,  who  did  not  commu- 
nicate to  the  commanders  the  iniclligence  they  had  received  of 
the  failing  of  the  Brcft  fleet;  that  the  admirals  had  been  negli- 
gent in  not  enileavouring  rhemfeWes  to  obtain  intelligence  con- 
cerning that  event ;  thjit  after  they  had  uncxpeflcdiy  met  the 
French  fleet,  they  had  a^ted  wijh  great  prcfcnce  of  mind,  and 
had  done  all  that  could  be  done  to  fave  the  trsnfports.  Ralph, 
vol.  ii.  p.  470-1.     Lives  of  the  Admirals,  voL  ii.  p.  392. 

*■  Journ.  Commons,  November,  December,  paflim.  Grey's 
Debates,  vol.  x.  ^ 

G  g  boufe. 
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faoufo,  mM  cominkted  lo  the  t^ew^r^  for  tiamg 
been  guilty  of  a  mHdwieatiouf  and  breach  <h 
tTiift  ^^  But  neither  the  difcovery  of  faKenul 
corruption,  nor  the  recent  experience  of  public 
sii€lbTtttae6,  had  any  eSe£t  in  reftraining  the  iibe* 
ra4ity  of  the  commpn«9  or  difcooraging  their  com- 
ptfance  with  the  court.  In  conformity  to  the 
kkig^s  defire,  fix  regimentfi  of  horfe^  four  of 
dragoons,  and  fifteen  of  foot,  were  added  to  the 
%tmj.  The  whole  of  the  fupplies  granted  by  this 
feflton  amoamed  to  five  miiUom  four  hui^red  and 
forty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eigbty-tvo 
pounds.  A  Turn  of  fuch  extent  was  th«  mon  fab* 
ftantial  evidence  of  the  good  di^pofition  of  Ac 
commons  towards  the  court ;  nor  was  this  difpo* 
fition  lefe  confpicuous  by  what  they  did,  than 
by  what  they  avoided  to  do.  Though  the  com* 
piaint»  from  Ireland  referred  to  (hiking  examples 
of  the  mifapplication  <^  the  forfeitures,  and  of 
ubufes  committed  by  the  agents  of  miniftry  diese, 
yet  every  motion  to  inquire  into  them,  or  to  re« 
dre&  th^niy  was  ov^r-^ruled  '".  No  objefiioa 
was  made  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  wbicih 
it  was  believed  by  many,  might  at  that  period 
have  b^en  brought  to  a  concluiion,  upon  tenas 
•honourable  and  advantageous  to  England  "• 

Aihort 


**  Jourp.  Com.  9thi  16th,  19th  Feb.  1694.. 

'^  Ibid.  December  jind  January,  palfiro. 

'*•  *l  he  lories  in  general  were  believed  to  be  averfc'to  ihecoo* 
linuancc  of  ihc  war ;  and  yet,  whether  it  was  from  the  dre*^ 
of  pubhc  cenfure,  or  of  the  irretrievable  loft  of  power*  bjf  <i"* 
Slicing  the  king  in  his  f^voufiie  point,  they  acquiefced  lo  the 
ifioftUbfral  grants  pf  qioneyt  the  augmenution  of  the  troy  ao^ 
pavyv  aa4  sSi  o(her  meafures  tending  to  the  prplongaiioo  ot 
the  mri. 

The  intem;»1  diflrefs  <>r  France,  ocCafiOned  by  fiuniac,  iw* 

dcrcd  the  French  king  dcfirous  of  peace.    Monthly  Merturyt 

/  Deccrobtt 
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A  ftoot  tntarruptioR  tp  the  good  undei-ft^nclingQHAF, 
Iwhich  fiibfifted  between  the  Wpg  and  t.he  hpqff  _^JXl* 
of  cAmmoaSy  was  occafioae^  by  the  refaUtion^  '693-47 
adofutedby  (hem,  ?ifter  be  h^d  %  fef:on4  tia^e  f^Thekipj 
fiifed  bis  aflVfit  to  a  plaice  bill,  pr^(i^ate4  witbj^t '^^^^^^^ 
money  bills,  wbkh  were  extcao.rdisary  e^premoa§^^^*^Wf 
of  tbeir  bounty,    ^A  committee  was  ^ppoii^t^d  to  yQ,*^^ 
coofider  the  (late  of  tbe  n^tiom  ^nd  tbey  ^^ 
draffed  the  king,  exprefEog  their  grief  fpr  hlf 
having  rejeded  a  hill  njecefli^ry  to  the  vipdic^tioA 
i>f  Afor  booour :  but  when  ^  ofiotion  was  rn^i^ 
to  addrefa  him  again  upon  the  fan^e  fybjefl,  ft 
pafied  in  the  negative,  by  nq  lefs  2i  n^^jority  than 
tmo   bundled    and    twenty-oine  ^ggiaft  ^gb^y? 
eight  '\ 

The  moderation  aod  good  t^mp^  difplayed  by 
tiy^  cammona  in  the  eourfe  pf  this  ieffiqn,  coul^ 
fiot  he  owing  to  any  waru  ^f  opportunity,  or  s^r- 
gumepts  of  complaint  againi^  a^Qiiniilration. 
The  nua£3rcunfi3  of  the  nation  abro^d^  {he  difcqr 
very  of  cc^ruption  at  home,  an#  the  oppreffiop? 
exercifed  in  Ireland,  afiord^  abundant  ma^erjalf^, 
if  parliament  had  been  difpofed  to  ufe  ihem. 
iGircumftaiices,  in  every  view  fo  favourable  to 
oppofition,  were  however  comitpraa;ed  by  pecu- 
liar eaufes,  which  operated  flbrprigly  upon  indivi- 
duals and  parties.  A  cpncife  detail  of  thefe  caufef 
may  not  be  nnwortby  of  attention,  a3  they  diiplay 
the  cbara&er  of  the  timea,  and  eisbibit  a  fpecimea 
cf  what  may  be  expe^e4»  in  Cmilar  fituatioQs^ 
to  pioduce  the  fame  e&^s. 


Pectnbtr  i^^l<  A  pi^|9pi7al  vfss  f  ce&n'^d  tp  %]\c  com  q( 
Englanciy  Ipecifyinc  terms,  which  amounted  nearly  to  the  rerta- 
ratiop  of  tfie  mod  importaat  places  taken  from  the  allies  ;  but 
ihcrc  was  no  meotion  of  acknowledging  the  title  of  William, 
lybicb  probaUy  was  the  caufe  of  their  not  being  lifteped  to. 
'*  Jouro.  CommoBs,  27th  Jan.  ifl  Feb.  1694. 

G  g  2  I.  The 
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CHAP.      I.  The  interval  between  the  removal  of  one 
^^J^*^J^  adminiftration  and  the  eftabli(hment  of  another^ 
1693-4*  ^^  favourable  to  political  tranquillity  and  theau- 
Caufed  of  thority  of  the  court.      The  approach  of  profpe- 
the  com-    rity,  or  the  recent  attainment   of  it,    naturally 
^"^^itics  ^^^^^^»    *^  perfons  of  every  ftation,  a  flow  of 
with*thc'  g<>^^  humour,  which  difpofes  them  to  civility  and 
court        kindnefs  towards  all  with  whom  they  are  con- 
during      nedled,  in  the  intercourfe  of  converfation  or  bufi- 
fcffioD       ^^^**      '^^^  fmiles  of  the  court,  turned  to  the 
party  in  oppofition,  are  confidered  as  a  tokqi  of 
future  favour,   and  invite  fuch  returns  of  com- 
plaifance  as  open  a  channel  for  an  entire  and  a 
cordial   reconciliation  ;     while  thofe,    who  are 
threatened  with  the  lofs  of  power,  become  affi- 
duous  in  expreffions  of  rcfpefl  and  obedience  to 
the  prince,  as  the  mod  probable  means  of  pre- 
ferving  or  refuroing  their  ftation.      The   court, 
the  miniftry,  and  oppofition,  were  exactly  placed 
.    in  the  circumftances  now  defcribed  at  the  open- 
ing, and  during  the  continuance,   of  the  fifth 
feflion   of  this   parliament.     The  expedations  of 
the  whigs  had  been  induftrioufly  cheriflied,  and 
at  laft  their  intereft  was  confiderably  advanced, 
by  the  appointment  of  lord  Somers  to  the  great 
feal,  and  of  Trenchard  to  the  office  of  fccrctary 
of  ftate.      But  ftill  the  refolutions  of  the  court 
feemed  to  be  wavering ;  and  lord  Somers  com- 
plained, that,  in  the  diftribution  of  law  offices, 
he  did  not  enjoy  that  influence  which  belonged 
to  his  appointment  ' ' .     The  hopes  of  thct  whigs 
were  however   itill  kept   alive,  while   the  torics 
were  not  immediately  driven  to  defpair.    The 
lieutenancy  of  London,  which  had  been  changed 

>  ^  SonKrs'  letter  to  king  WiJH am»  MifceUaneoas  State  Papen^ 
.  Tol.  li.  p.  426, 

in 
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in  favour  of  the  latter  at  the  beginning  of  this  CHAP, 
parliament,  was  gradually  reftored  to  the  former ;     ^^^' 
and  the  afcendency  was  again  in  their  hands  at  jgQ,.^. 
the  opening  o£  this  feffion.     The  removal  of  lord 
Nottingham,  upon  the.  eve  of  the  feffioo,  feemed 
to  confirm  the  moft  pleafmg  expedtations  of  the 
ivhigs ;  but  tne  protracted  vacancy  in  that  office 
again  excited  ^ufpenfe,  and  promoted  an  emula* 
tion  of  both  parties,  in  fubmiffive  and  compliant 
behaviour  to  the  court.     The  tories  maintained  a 
majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  but  the  whig 
intereft  was  increafmg  in  the  adminiftration,  and 
among  the  people.     If  the  former  had  ob(lru£ted 
the  bufmefs  of  the  nation,  and  thwarted  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  court,  it  might  have  provoked  the 
king  to  diflblve  the  parliament,  by  which  the  pre- 
eminence of  the  whigs  would  have  been  con- 
firmed. 

2.  The  tories,  at  the  prefent  interefting  crifis, 
had  not  merely  to  druggie  for  the  retention,  or 
the  recovery  of  power ;  but  to  exert  no  fmall 
de^ee  of  addrefs  and  accommodation  to  circum- 
ftances,  in  6rder  to  fcreen  the  moft  refpedable 
members  of  their  party  from  legal  cenfure,  and 
public  difgrace.  The  misfortunes,  or  mifcayriages 
of  the  campaign  1692,  had  been  divided  between 
lord  Nottingham  and  RuiTel,  and  the  people  ac-  j 
quitted  or  condemned,  according  to  their  perfonal 
or  political  attachments  :  but  the  milcarriages  of 
the  laft  naval  campaign  centered  entirely  in  the 
tories.  Of  the  three  commanders  of  the  fleet, 
two,  namely  KiUcgrew  and  Delaval,  were  in 
their  intereft.  if  the  commanders  were  acquitted, 
the  guilt  reverted  to  lord  Nottingham,  who  was 
the  head  of  their  party. 

3-  Tt« 
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CHAP.     3»  The  correfpofldence  ^carried  on  it  this  ^itfd 
,^^^^  between  Janies  and  mtay  Jserfoits  in  England  '  % 
i6^-4-  ^^®  ^^^^  eitlier  candidates  for  office  or  already 
invefted  ^th  it ^  pcomoted  conc^biis  to  the  will 
of  the  court }  which  could  not  have  taken  pllce^ 
if  ttjnfdous  innocence  bad  etnboldeaed  them  to 
avow  fach  pinciples^  and  puritte  fuch  ra^afuresi 
as  they  believed  to  be  ^igreeable  to  thie  intereft  of 
ibt  kingdoiti*    None  are  fo  ftudious  to  mafaitain 
the  appeatanee  imd  external  forms  of  bonefty^ 
as  tfaofe  who  are  fecretly  eonViSed  of  tranfgref-* 
lion,    it  has  often  beeik  obfenred^  that  thofe  fer* 
vints,  who  have  been  afterwards  d^te&ed  ifei  fecr et 
fraud  and  breach  of  truft^    had   long  deceived 
thdt  Aiaflrers  by  the  apparent  exafbiefe  of  their 
fidelity,  and  the  x){bentatiotis  difinterellednefs  of 
their  condud)  in  the  diO^harge  of  otdinary  and 
frivolous  duties.     Treacherous  minifters  will  be 
always  moft  forward  in  profeflions  of  loyalty  and 
attftchment  to  their   prince.      There  were  few 
about  the  court  of  William^  who  were  not  occa- 
itMai4y  inveigled  by  the  agents  of  James.     C&a* 
fcicas  of  ^engagements  to  him,  th^y  muft  have 
livbd  in  ^  perpetual   dread  of  delfeclion^  which 
x^eDdered  them  anxious  to  prdferve  fait  a]^>ear- 
aincesi^    and  to  catch  every  opportunity  ef  di- 
veiting  the  fuipicion,  and  obtaining  the  Confidence 
of  th'eir  mailer.      This   correfpondence  did  not 
cihide  his  penetrating  eye;  but,  dexterous  as  he 
Wfts  in  rfiie  art  x)f  political  chenntlry,  he  ej^radei 
rilti^ifl'e  from  pbtfbn ;  and  Tnade  their  treachery 
Hbe  nieaois  of  c(!mnt erasing  the  pirrpofe  for  whkfa 
it  wus  encouraged  by  his  rival.      By  generofity^ 
bv  threats,  by  availing  himfelf  of  t4ie  iatelii|gence 
ot  confpirators,    he  conftrahied  ^hofe  ver^  per- 
#Diils,  who  were  the  moft  able  and  the  moft  dif- 

3*gccaap.XV. 

pofc4 
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pofbd  to  pull  him  from  hk  throne,  to  become  the  ^  ^  ^  !*• 
chief  iKftrumexKls  of  feturing  his  potfeflton  of  k.    ^j^*^ 
If  there  had  been  move  integrUy  m  hie  mimftcfSy  i69t-4. 
and  tnc^e  attachmeat  to  hi^  perfen,  hie  \yk  and! 
goveraiteiit  might  have  been  expofed  to  Mt  ha^ 
zard)  but  he  vroold  not  have  enjoyed  the  £»ne 
ftee  and  unconttoUed  fcope  for  purfvufig  htfi  fa** 
v<>utite  meafurea,  a»  he  dird,  wbiiethofe  who  ferred 
him  were  undar  the  perpetual  alarm  of  beto^  de^ 
tested,  and  becoming   either  the  vidiais  of  bit 
veAgeikfiei,  or  the  monuments  of  his  mefcy* 

4.  Ihere  is  Arong  reafoQ  to  conclude,  from 
€2tternal  appearances  and  from^  the  effects  pro'^ 
duced,  that  not  only  fair  induftry.and  addreTss, 
but  that  indired  means  were  employed  by  the 
court,  to  procure  the  confent*  of  the  leMing 
members  in  both  houfes^  to  meafurea  which  did 
not  accord  either  with  their  private  fentimema, 
or  with  the  views  of  their  party  ^  *«  The  mar- 
quis  of  Carmarthen  ftiU  contianed  at  the  head 
of  the  couneit,  and  fupported  the  court.  The 
earl  of  Rbchefter,  inci^eafmg  in  favour  with  the 
queen^  was  ilot  Ukely  to  thwart  the  inelinattons 
of  her  huiband,  to  which  (he  was  ever  fqbmif-  ' 
five.  The  marquis  of  Halifax^  who  bad  entered 
aloioft  OB  every  occafion  iato  the  views  of  oppa- 
fition»  lince  the  commencement  of  this  parlia- 
ment^  now  (lood  foith  an  advocate  for  the  ne- 
cei&ty  of  taxes  and  the  continuance  of  the  war  ^  ^. 
Tbefe,  and  maiiy  fimilar  circuifnftances,  created 
a  fufpicion  that  exped^tio&  was  fed,  orprefeat 
intereft  gratified,  in  ^  way  not  lefs  effeSual,  than 
by  the  open  diilribution  of  penfioqs  and  offices. 


«*  Burnet,  1692. 

3t  Ralph,  Tol.  ii.  p,  467. 

The 
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CH  A  P.     The  king  put  an  end  to  this  feffion  of  paiiia*     ; 
^^^.  ment;  and,  foon  after,  the  vidlory  and  triumph     | 
1694.     ^^  ^^^  whigs  were  completed.     Lord  Shrewfbury     \ 
Prefer*      had  already  accepted  the    feals :    the  admiralty 
mcnts  in    and  treafury  were  changed  in  favour  of  the  fame 
^^^whi  8  *'^^^^^'*  •  ^^'  Montague  was  made  chancellor  of 
4th  ^  *^'  the  exchequer.      Even  titles  of  honour,  diftii- 
March.     buted  with  a  profufe  hand,  were  almoft  entirely 
.    ..      confined   to  this  party :  of  five  dukes  now  crc- 
**"'    ated,  four  were  whigs  ^^. 

The  king  failed  ror  Holland  in  the  beginning 
3<^May.  ^£  ^^y      ij'j^g  confederate  fleet  was  early  at  fca, 
but  did  not  perform  any  important  fervice.    The 
French  fleet  induflrioufly  avoided  coming  to  an 
June,     engagement.     An  attempt  to  deflroy  the  harbour 
of  Bred,  conduced  by  lord  Berkley  and  general 
Talmafh,  proved  unfuccefsful,   from  the  intelli- 
gence of  that  defign   having  been  conveyed  to 
Ju^y.     James   by  the  earl   of   Marlborough  **.     The 
bombardment  of  Dieppe  and  Havre  de   Grace 
fpread  great  alarm   over   the  adjacent  coaft  of 
France ;  but  redounded  little  to  the  honour,  or 
advantage  of  the  Englifti  nation.     The  only  naval 
fuccefs  was  the  deftruclion   of  a   large   fleet  of 
merchantmen  in  Bertram  bay,  by  captain  Pritch- 
ard  of  the  Monmouth,  attended  by  fire-(hips. 

No  important  aftion  happened  in  Flanders. 
The  French  army  under  the  dauphin,  by  expc- 
ditious  marches,  obtained  pofl*eflion  of  fome  ad- 
Augufl.  vantageous  pofts  on  the  Scheld ;  and  prevented 
the  allies  from  accompliftiing  their  defign  of  pe- 
netrating into  French  Flanders. 

37  Tindal,  vol   ii.  p.  469. 

3«  Letter  of  lord   Churchill  to  James,  Macphcifoo's  Sutc 
Papers,  1694. 

Adc- 
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A    detachment  from  the  allied   army,   com-C  HAP. 
manded  by  the  prince  Tferclaes  de  Tilly,  took  ^^^^^^^ 
the  town  and  cattle  of  Huy ;    and   drove   the    1694. 
French  out  of  the  biflioprick  of  Liege.  Scptcm- 

In  Catalonia,  the  Marflial  de  Noailles,  with  a  ^i*. 
fuperior  army,  forced  the  Spaniards  to  retreat ; 
ftormed  and  plundered  the  town  of  Palamos,  be- 
fieged  and  took  Gironne,  Oneiric,  Caftle-folet  ;     May. 
and  intended  to  have  fini(hed  his  career  of  vidory  , 

with  the  fiege  ot  Barcelona;  but   was  prevent-    •'**"** 
ed  by    the  arrival    of  the  Engiifh  fleet,    com- 
manded by  admiral  Ruflel. 

In  Piedmont,  fecret  negociations,  carried  on 
between  the  French  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  ren- 
dered both  armies  inaftive. 

On  the  Rhine,  prihce  Lewis  of  Baden  failed 
in  repeated  attempts  to  bring  the  French  army, 
commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Lorges,  to  an  en- 
gagement. He  was  fuccefsful  in  getting  poffeilioa 
of  Wildlock ;  and,  after  deftroying  fome  of  the 
French  magazines,  rcpafled  the  Rhine  '**. 

The  king  arrived  from  Holland  on  the  9th  of  Meeting 
November ;  and  the  parliament  m^t  on  the  1  zth.  ?f  *^^ - 
He  referred  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign  in  ex-  ^^^  ^  * 
preflions  of  moderation,  fqitable  to  tne  true  ftate  the  fecond 
of  events.      The  neceffity  of  large  fupplies  wasparlia- 
urged  ;  and  it  foon  appeared,  that  the  king  was  "^"^ 
determined  to  make  a  very  d^^rable  conceffion 
to  the  nation,  in  order  to  encourage  their  libera- 
lity.     An  ad  fpr  fliqrtening  the  duration  of  par-  ^"j^l^^. 
liaments    run  through  the  forms  with  celerity ;  ^\^\  p^^.* 
and  almofl    without   any    oppofition   in    either  liaments. 
houfe  * "",     The  fupplies  kept  pace  with  the  trien-  Suppliei. 

nial 

^'  Life  of  WiHiam,  vol  11.  Hlftoiie  dc  France,  torn.  iii. 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  vol.  ii. 

♦**  Though  it  was  enadled  by  the  bill,  that  no  parliament, 
after  the  prefent,  (hould  be  continaed  more  than  three  years  ; 

yet 
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CHAP,  nial  afl,  and  exhibited  th6  redproeal  goad  wii 
^^-     which  now  fubfiftfid  betwcefi  the  fovereign  aad  ha 
^""^^T^  parliament.    Kcar  fire  million^  were  cheerfully 

granted  for  the  eiepenees  of  the  war  ♦  *• 
Death  of  The  death  of  the  queen,  oA  the  twettty-eighii 
queen  of  December,  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  pa?- 
HerdM-  Ji^in^c'i^  *^d  was  fincerely  lamented,  both  on  ac- 
f^j^^  count  of  her  private  virtues,  ittd  the  fliock  which 
it  was  likely  to  give  to  the  new  govemmcBt 
Few  characters  have  been  more  extolled  b? 
friends,  or  more  virulently  traduced  by  enemies, 
than  that  of  Mary.  Unconnefted  with,  and  ua. 
influenced  by  party,  we  can  be  at  no  lafs  to  per- 
ceive, that  her  friends  have  founded  their  enco* 
miums,  upon  the  evidence  of  a  temper  ami  qua- 
lifications honourable  to  the  human  chara&er; 
while  the  detra&ion  and  calumnv  of  her  enemiej 
referred  to  fafts  extremely  douotful,  and  to  cir. 
cumftances,  occafioned  by  the  peculiar  difficulties 
of  the  part  ihe  was  called  upon  to  ad.  She  pof- 
poflfed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  all  thfyfe  accom- 
plifliments  and  graces,  which  cotiftitute  the  merit 
of  her  fex  in  domeftii:  life.  Her  aflfabiltfy,  mili 
nefs,  and  delicacy,  captivated  the  affedlions  of 
her  companions  and  dependants.  Such  dexterifj 
and  prudence  in  the  management  of  parties,  fuch 
difcretion  and  adivity  in  the  mod  critical  (tate  of 
affairs,  have  rarely  been  found  in  aperfon,  fo  little 
addided  to  oftentation,  and  fo  averfe  to  infcrfcre 
in  public  bufmefs.  So  devoid  was  fiie  of  ambi- 
tion, and  fo  indifferent  to  perfonal  grandeur, 
that  Ihe  not  only  rejefled  the  fervices  of  thofe, 

ye?  ihc  prcfent  fpbfiftinp,  parliarpent  might  be  continoed,  if  iJ»c 
king  pleafcd,  till  ihe  firll  of  November  io  the  folloorxog  far. 
For  this  rea(bn  9  proted  was  entered  ag^mA  it  io  ike  Jourculs 
of  the  Lords,  but  it  was  figncd  only  by  four  peers.  Jooro. 
Lore's,  i>Jih  Dtc.  1694. 

♦*  Journ.  Comrnoo5,  Nov.  l}ec.  169A  Jao,  &c.  1695. 

who 
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^o  wdffe  dSfpofed  to  prefer  h^ir  right  to  the  chap. 
rown  bdiort  that  of  ber  hufband^  but  fhe  would  ,^J^|^^ 
lot  eY€ti  patckipate  of  the  admininratbn  while     i^^^^ 
te  wiB  in  the  cotintry^  nor  did  (he  fo  much  at 
ifpire  at  tke  influ^nce^  to  which  her  ftation  and 
nerita  entitled  her.     Her  exemplary  devotion, 
yet  steal  for  the  proteftant  religion,  her  confcien* 
MM   difpo&l  of  ecclefiailicar  preferments,    her 
patronage  of  ufeful  defigns,    and  application  to 
good  works,  render  her  memory  precious  to  the 
fti^ndfi  of  religion  and  virtue.    If,  upon  parti* 
cular  occafiras,   natural  affedipn  feemed  to  be 
li^guid,  or  fttfpended ;  if  Ihe  appeared  harfh  and 
uAdudfal,  by  confenting  to  the  dethronement  of 
her  &ther,  or  by  efpoufmg^  >)\^ith  apparent  animo*^ 
fity,  the  t)tiarrel  of  her  hufband  with  her  iifter, 
h«r  £KMdu£t    in  fuch  inftances  may  be    fairly 
afcfibed,  not  only  to  a  refpeft  fbr  her  duty  as  i 
liTife)  but  to  the  fingularly  critical  fituattoivof 
him,  to  whom  &e  ftood  in  that  relation.    Nothing 
lels  ih«in  the  itioft  cordial  and  unequivocal  appro* 
bfitbn  of  the  conduct  of  her  huiband,  could  have 
obtained,  or  preferved  to  him,  tteit  authority, 
which   he    derived    from  his  relation  to  her. 
Whatever  painful  emotions  ihe  might  feel,  from 
the  difgiace  of  her  father^^  x>r  from  coming  to  a 
breach  with  her  fifter,  yet  prudence  required  the 
CMceatment  of  them,    to  fecure  the  reputation 
^fid  fefety  of  that  perfon,  who  was  the  deareft 
objeft  of  her  affisdion,  and  the  profperity  of  that 
caufe,  which,  from  the  pure  influence  of  princi- 
ple, 4ie  was  ssealous  to  promote. 

The  4eath  of  the  queen  gave  a  new  fpriag  to  The  hqp«s 
the  bopes  of  James  and  his  friends  ^^.    Her  po-<^^  ^^e 

'^  ^  ^      friends  of 

-  iife  Of  >««,  1655;  , .  fcr" 

pulanty, 
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CHAP,  pularity,  and  bcr  prudence  in  domeftic  life,  ^ 

^^^     in  the  exercife  of  government,  had  hitherto  i 

^^^^y^^  vided  the  afFeftions  6f  many,    whofe  principi 

^^'     were  favourable  to  the  lineal  fucceflion,  and  4 

couraj;ed  the  exertions  of  her  fattfer's  adherent! 

The  members  of  the  prefent  parliament,  deepl 

involved  in  the  fuppofed  crime  of  William's  ufu: 

pation,  by  the  meafures  they  had  taken  to  eib 

blifh  it,  and  by  the  offices  and  emoluments  whic 

they  derived  from  his  authority,  were  inducci 

by  every  confideration  of  fafety  and  intcreft,  t 

keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  the  friends  of  Jamci 

and  exercife  their   public  and  private  infiuena 

to  defeat  every  plan  for  reftoring  him.    But  i 

was  naturally  expefted,  that,  upon  the  death  o 

Mary,  a  great  proportion  of  the  influence,  vhic! 

had  hitherto  fupported  her  hufband,  would  re 

vert  to  her  father.     Under  this  impreffion,  th 

approach  of  a  new  eledion  was  deemed  an  even 

Angularly  favourable  to  his  intereft ;  and  it  wa 

believed,  that  reprefentatives  would  be  returned 

unconneded  with   the  prefent  government,  aiH 

free  from  all  ties  to  gite  it  any  fupport.    llic  tri 

ennial  bill,  however,  as  we  (hall  foon  have  oca 

lion  to  (hew,  contributed,  with  other  caufes,  tc 

produce  effedts,  the  reverfe  of  thofe,  which  ftem 

cd  fo  probable  in  fpeculatioti. 

Inquiry         An  uniiiccefsful  attempt  was   made,  in  ^^'' 

into  the   ^courfe  of  this  feflion,  to  caft  an  odium  upontb; 

Son  o7'    '^^"S  and  miniftry,    by  bringing  under  the  in 

the  gentle-  fpeftipn  of  parliament  a  prolecution,  carried  on 

men  in      the  preceding  fummer,  at  the  inftance  of  govern 

Lane*-      men:,  againft  feveral    gentlemen   of  I^ncafc 

p-'a«cl  of"  ^^^  receiving  commiffions  from  James,  and  mak^ 

aconfpi-    i«g  preparations  for  an  infurreftion  in  his  favour. 

\  racy  The  profecutiou  had  failed  for  want  of  evidence 

againfl  go-  Qf  ^j^g  (jharges,  and  one  of  the  informers  b'- 

vcrnni.at.  ^  j^j^^J 
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eclared,  under  the  folemn  profeffions  of  repen-  CHAP. 
tnce,  that  the  whole  was  a  malicious  plot,  which    ^^^• 
ley  were  encouraged  to  invent  by  the  folicita-     j^^. 
ons  and  reward  of  government.     The  trials  were 
ifcontinued,   and    unfavourable    impreffions  of 
le  king  and  his  tniniders   left  upon  the  minds 
f  the  people.      To  render   their  triumph  more 
(ubiic,  and  more  difgraceful  to  government,  the 
;entlemen,    who    had     been     profecuted,    now 
wrought   their  complaint  into  parliament,  under 
he   aufpices  of  oppofition.      They   were   difap- 
>ointed  of  fuccefs  ;  for,  after  the  examination  of 
evidence,  and   of  various  papers  relative   to  the 
fubjeft,  both  houfes  agreed,  that  there  had  been 
fufficient  ground  for  inftitutinn;  the  profecutions, 
though  they  had  not  terminated  in  the  conviftion 
of  the  perfohs  fufpeclcd  *\ 

Some  remarkable  difcoveries,  in  the  courfe  of  Dlfcorcry 
this  feffion,  made  it  evident,  that  the  jealoufy  of  **^  ^?^' 
the  nation  concerning  the  prevalence  of  corrup-*^"^^'^"' 

^'   la  political  hiftory  events  often  occar,  Co  myflcrious  and 
perfJexiog,  as  to  exercife  ingenuity  in  balancing  the  weight  of 
evidence,  in  order  to  (ix  an  opinion  concerning  any  matter  in 
difpute.    The   Lancafhire  plot  was  of  this  kind,  and  divided, 
not  only,  the  fenttments  of  the  nation,  but  of  mtn  of  the  fdnie 
political  principles.     Moil  of  the  friends  of  William,  notwitii- 
ikodiog  the  iiTue  of  the  trials,  gave  credit  to  the  exifcence  of 
the  plot.      The  partifans  of  James,  many  wlio  ftood  neutral  to    # 
any  party,  and  even  fomeof  the  friends  of  William,  dijl)elieved 
it.     As  the  infamous  charaAer  of  Taffe,  who  firfl  joined  in  the 
infoimatioot  and  afterwards   retracted,  not  without  rurj}icion  of 
his  being  difappointed  of  the  rewards  he  expe^ed,  or  bribed  by 
the  friends  ot  the  Lancafhire  gentlemen,  fill!  left  muny  in  doubt 
with  refpcft  to  the  innocence  of  the  latter,  notwiih(Kindin|T  i\\c 
deficiency  of  proof,  fo  the  coincidence  of  the  fuppofed  crimes, 
with  the  a&ual  intrigues  of  the  agents  of  James,  in  England, 
and  with  the  tenour  of  the  correfpondence  held  with  his  friends 
there  at  that  period>  will  now  remove  every  doubt  concerning  its 
reality. 

lion 
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tfon  in  p^rUamem»  was  but  to^  veil  kwk 
and  iqcreafed  their  impntieacfi  k>f  xu  dffbi^j 
The  unexpe^d  aod  fucMen  cooclaiioii  of  u 
bufincTs  of  the  Eaft-IrHlia  €Qiiip90]r»  and  o^'  ti 
Londom  orphans,  wbkb  had  be^n  d^pendii 
duriag  fucceiGve  (eflioos,  »waii:c»ed  the  f^fpioa 
of  corrupt  iafluimce.  From  an  infpeftiop  af  t^ 
books  of  the  Eaftlodia  company,  vid  tbeeicisB 
nation  of  witnefles,  it  appeared*  that  great  fuii 
of  money  had  been  paid  to  members  of  p^rii^ 
ment,  and  perfons  of  intereft  at  court,  fer  a 
taining  the  renewal  of  their  charter :  and  thz 
particularly  five  thoufand  pounds  bad  b^en  ief 
with  a  fervant  of  the  duke  of  Leeds^  4^pon  ihoffi 
circumdances  of  fufpicion,  that  it  bad  boea  dc« 
with  his  confent,  or  accepted  by  him.  Thecoaj 
mons  drew  up  articles  of  impeachment  agaiu 
the  duke ;  but  were  prevented  fromproc^iagia 
them^  by  the  diflblution  o(  pariiMient- 

The  fame  laudable  fpirit  of  inveftigatioa 
brought  to  light  another  example  of  corruption, 
which,  as  it  was  attended  with  clearer  evidence, 
refleded,  at  the  fame  time  more  immediately  opoa 
the  houfe  of  commons.  The  fettlement  of  ib- 
debt,  due  to  the  orphans  bv  the  city  of  London 
which  had  been  folicited  in  vain  during  fev^ 
feffions,  was  at  length  obtained.  The  credit  oil 
parliament  for  integrity  and  juftice  muft  ha^c 
been  funk  to  a  low  ebb,  when  fufpicion  vreo' 
abroad,  that  this  had  not  been  accomplifiied  with- 
out nefarious  influence.  The  fufpicion  was  but 
too  well  founded,  for  fufficient  evidence  was  pro- 
duced, that  fir  John  Trevor,  the  fpeaker  of  tbe 
houfe  of  commons,  had  received  a  bribe  of  a 
thoufand  guineas,  for  the  fervice  he'h?d<lo^^^" 
»  tbiJ 
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s  affair  ♦^♦.     For  this  offence  he  was  juftly  ex-  C  H  A  P. 
ledthehoufe.  J^JJL^ 

This  feffion  of  parliament  ended  by  proroga-     ,g^ 
n  on  the  third  of  May ;  and  the  king,  after  Parliament 
ring  veiled  the  regency  in  the  hands  of  com-  P«"oro- 
flioncrs,  departed  to  Holland.  8"^- 


^^  Joarn.  Com.  iitb,  13th,  ij^th,  16th  March.  State 
a£ls9  T.  W.  The  peribos  in  the  government  of  the  city  of 
mdcMQ  had  fyetH  very  large  funds,  which  had  been  bequeathed 
'  the  maimenaDce  of  orphan  children.  It  is  aflerted,  that 
tfe  funds  iirere  infamoully  fquandered  in  extravagant  enter. 
iDmcfits  and  rejoicings  in  the  city,  on  the  reftoratioo  of 
baries  II.  Cockers  DeteAion.  By  the  ad  now  obtained,  the 
rd  mayor  was  enabled  to  fettle  a  fund  for  the  ratfing  money  to 
y  the  annual  imereft,  at  four  per  cent,  for  the  whole  debt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XV. 


Obfervaiiom  upon  pdVitical  Revolutions  in  general. — Pt^- 
liar  Dangers  which  threatened  the  Revolution  in  E^-- 
land. — Correfpondence  with  the  Court  of  Saint  Germaini'^ 
Evidence  of  it. — Rgafonsfor  Caution  in  drawing  Cskcsb' 
fons  with  refpe^  to  the  Guilt  of  Individuals  engagti  :> 
that  Correfpondence. — Their  different  Motives  and  hcu^ 
tions. — Doubts  of  the  Sincerity  of  his  CorrefpondentSy  «• 
prejfed  by  fames  and  his  Agents. — Strong  RMafons  ^/ 
fufpe^ing  that  fome  of  them  were  notjincere. — C^nclujui* 
from  the  whole. — Caufes  of  preventing  the  extreme  Ds*-- 
gers  impending  over  the  Government  of  England, — Back' 
wardnefs  of  Lewis  in  ajjijling  James. — Divifan  ofSe^^ 
ment  among  J)is  Friends. — Incr eating  Reputation  rf  Wc* 
Ham-^^and  Contempt  for  the  CoaraSier  of  bis  /uW  — 
Various  Events  which  contributed  unexpectedly  to  ftrengtha 
the  new  Government. 


C  H  A  P.  T)  EVOLUTIONS  in  ftates  and  kingdoms  ex- 
XV.     i\  hibit  both  the  moft  pleafing,  and  the  mod 
^rrjy"'""*^  difgufting  portraits,  of  human  charafler.    When 
tionrupon  artificial  fubordination,   eflential  to  regular  go- 
ptiliiical     vcrnment,  is  fufpended,  genius  and  abilities  are 
rcvoiuti-    called  forth  to  a  fair  competition  for  the  prize  of 
ons  in  ge-  honour  ;  and  afcend  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  im- 
provement, and  fplendour.     The  hiftory  of  every 
country,  in  this  fituation,  abounds  with  exam- 
ples of  eloquence,   courage,    integrity,  and  pa- 
triotifm.    But  the  fame  caufes  alio  operate,  in 
the  fame  fituation,    to  increafe  corruption  and 

criD}^ 
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crimes.  Every  example  of  change,  by  weaken-  C  H  a  P. 
ing  the  authority  of  government,  removes  one  of  ^^' 
the  moll  powerful  reflraints  upon  the  unruly 
paffions  of  men ;  and,  by  prcfenting  new  tempta- 
tions and  covers  to  ambition  and  avarice,  con- 
duds  their  votaries  to  the  mod  confummate  depra* 
vity. 

The  fudden  elevation  of  individuals,  from  the 
moft  obfcure  ftation,    to  power   and  profperity, 
excites    the   envy  and   emulation  of  thofe  who 
ftood  originally,  and  ftill  remain,  upon  the  fame 
level.     It  is  only  by  the  continuance  of  anarchy, 
that  fuch  perfons  can  hope  to  gratify  thefe  paffions, 
and   to  raife  their  own  importance ;    and  hence, 
an  interval  of  confufion  and  violence  ufually  takes 
place,  between  the  downfal  of  the  ancient,  and 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  new  government.     Many, 
who  begin  oppofition  to  eflablilhed  government 
from  the  pureft  principles  of  patriotifm  ztxd  vir- 
tue, afterwards  come  to  dread  excefs  of  innova- 
tion J  and  to  difcover  fuch  felfiflinefs  and  trea- 
chery in  their  affociates,  that  they  grow  weary  of 
the  ftruggle,  and  are  tempted  to  refign  more  li- 
beral plans,  for  fecuring  perfonal  fafety,  and  the 
interelt  of  their  families. 

The  difappointment  of  the  multitude,  who  had 
been  encouraged  by  their  leaders,  to  expcft  a 
total  exemption  from  inconvenience,  or  a  perfec- 
tion in  executive  government  inconfiftent  with 
the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  render  them  at 
'  laft  cold  and  indifferent  about  fupporting  thofe 
meafures,  which  were  firft  promoted  by  their  zeal 
and  adivity.  When  the  fermentation,  excited 
by  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  had  fubfided,  a  vene- 
ration for  ancient  cuftoms  refiimeS  its  influence 
over  the  mind,  and  cherifhes  a  general  inclina- 
tion in  the  people,  to  return  to  the  civif  inftitu- 
iion$  and  hereditary  authority,  which  have  been 
H  h  confecrated 


4^6  THTE    MIBTORY    OP 

^H  AP-conTcCij^tcdby  the  remote  and  tinifritcrfupfidlub. 
;^J!^^^  miilion  of  their  'anceftbrs.    H^nce  the  |*reat  un- 
certainty of  the  fuccefs  of  ihbfe,  tvho  embark  in 
any  plan  for  accomplifhmg  a  re^rblutJon  in  go- 
vernment, or  of  maintaining  fuch  a  revdlurion, 
aft^r  it  has  been  accomplifhed. 
Peculiar   ,     With    thefe   general  caufes   peculiar   cirtum- 
^h*^h"     ftances   concurred,  to'  ehd^ttger  the  flSabflity  of 
threatened' ^^^  new  fettlemeht  in  England^ '  and  to  render 
the  revo.   William's    tenure  of  poWer  e^titemeiy  difficult 
iutionin    and  precarious.   /A  juft  eftirtiate  of  thefe  is  he- 
^°S**"^- ;  ceffary,  to  \inderftahd  tlie  true' ftate  of  political 
affairs,  and  the  charafters  of  the  moft  celebrated 
perXDns,  at  the  period '  of  i^hich  I  treat.    I  have 
therelbre  referved  the  *dfetail  of  thein  for  a  fepa- 
rate  department  of  this  work,    hi  order  that  I 
'might  exhibit  them 'with  Wore  perfpitoity  and 
minutenefs,  itlian  what  cbuld'hive'bfeen  done  in 
detaicned  viiews,  ahd  by  aitrift  kdherehce  to  ehro- 
nological  order. 

William's  afpinng  to  tbyal  digtiity^  feemcd 
inconfiftent  with  the  teffns  of  hiS-'dfertafation, 
and  plantied  tlie  feeds  of  difcont^ntln  thebreafts 
of  niany,  who  had  hekrtily  fcbncarherfittfiliciting 
his  interpofition  to  obtain  the  deliverance  of  the 
nation.  The  fettlenient  cf  the  crown  lipon  his 
head,  independent  of  the '  right  which  he  de- 
rived from  his  wife,  had  befen'ldn^  6ppt)fed  by 
one  branch  of  the  legiflsttiire;  knd 'rfiiir  coxiTent 
to  it.  at  laft  was  yielded  With  rduSincc,  and  in 
compliance  with  ^eceflity. 

The  preferment  of  (ome,  who '1ikd"1Jcfen  ac- 
ceflbry  to  the  moft  repfehfenfible  mi^filftsr daring 
the  preceding  reign,  and  (ht  ^d^fipftointmcnt  of 
others,  who  had  been  ufefulinftrfftnents'^n' the 
revoliitEibn,  provoked  the  re&ntme!nt'of 'ttiahy  of 
hk  new  fubje£ts. 

Where 
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Where   neither   claims  to  favour,    nor  com-  CHAP. 
plaints  of   difappointmtnt  fubfifted,    jtiotives  of     ^^* 
prudence  might  induce  perfons  of  the  firfl  inflii- 
ence,  to  withhold   their  fupport  from  a  govern- 
ni€at  furrounded  with  hoftiliry  and  danger.     The 
conftitution  of  the  .king,  feeble  and  fickly  ;  his 
fatigues   and  dangers,  in  the  camp,  and  in  the 
field  of  battle  ;    the  formidable  preparations  of 
France  for   reftoring  James,  and   the  flrong  at- 
tachment  of  a  great   part  of  the   nation   to  his 
family,    were   circumftances,     which,    at  a  fair 
rate  of  calculation,  depreciated  the  coi^dition  of 
thofe,  whole  prpfperity  or  expeftations  depended 
upon  the  fafety,  and  continuance  of  the  new  go- 
vernment. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  reign,  -events  unavoid^ 
ably   occorred,  which  produced   a  great  altera- 
tion in  the  rcntlments  and  altachments,  both  of 
individuals   and  parties,  widii  refpeft  to  the  neW 
fettlement ;    and  wl^ch   em^boldened  the  refolu- 
tions,  aiKi   encouraged   the  confpiracies,    of  the 
difaffefted.      Tlie   early   diflblution  of  the   con- 
vention  parliament,  however  ineceflary  that  mea- 
fure   might   be,    rankled    in  the  breafts  of  the 
whigs;  and,  for.fome  time,  threw  the  king  into 
the  arms  of  a  party,  who  fupported  him  from 
fluctuating  motives  of  intereft,  or  from  the  more 
laudable   principle   of  refpect   to  their   religion, 
without  any  tie  of  perfonal  attacMnent.     The  ap- 
parent violation  of  external  forms  of  juftice,  and 
a  neceffary  feverity,  exercifed  in  the  puni(hnient 
of  fome  of,  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  convifted 
of  confpiracies,  were  unfairly  compared  with  ex- 
amples of  tyrannical  oppreflion  in  the  preceding 
reign,  and,  by  changing  the  objeft  of  indigna- 
tion, impaired   that  ftscurity,  which  the  new  go- 
vei^niaem  would  otherwife  have  derived  from  the 
confidence  and  good  opinion  of  the  people. 

H  h  ^  .  *  The 
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CHAP.  The  nation  in  general  had  connefled  the  idea 
^^J^l^  ^f  fettling  the  crown  upon  William,  with  that  of 
humbling  the  power  of  France,  and  they  had 
fondly  promoted  his  elevation,  as  he  appeared  to 
be  the  fitteft  inftrument  of  gratifying  their  am- 
bition or  refentment  *.  But  the  immenfe  burden 
of  taxes  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  a  war,  little 
compcnfated  by  the  glory  of  viftory,  or  the 
profpedt  of  future  and  fubftantial  advantage,  made 
the  continuance  of  it  unpopular,  and  divided  ihe 
fentiments  of  the  prince  and  his  fubjefts.  The 
deteftion  of  grofs  corruption  and  peculation  in 
perfons  vefted  with  the  higheft  minifterial  offices 
weakened  the  reputation  of  government,  and 
rendered  the  virtuous  and  independent  part  of 
the  itation  lefs  anxious,  when  they  heard  of  the 
dangers  with  which  it  was  threatened.  Upon 
the  review  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  we  are  lets 
furprifed,  when  we  read  of  the  variable  fenti- 
ments  and  inconliftent  conduft,  afcribed  to  in- 
dividuals and  parties,  or  of  the  plots,  theconfpi- 
racies,  and  near  approaches  to  another  change  of 
government,  which  fill  the  period  immediately 
fubfequcnt  to  the  Revolution. 
Corre-  'fhe   early   and  uninterrupted    correfpondence 

•vith  thc^  between  the  exiled  prince  and  many  perfons  of 
court  of  the  firft  rank  and  influence  in  England,  perfons 
St.  Gcr-  who  were  employed  in  the  court  of  William,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  were  in  oppofition  to  it,  is  a 
difcovery-  lately  opened  to  the  piiblic  ;  and,  in  all 
its  circumftances,  may  be  confidered  as  one  of 
the  moft  curious  and  interefling  occurrences  in 
the  political  annals   of  any  •  nation.     While  the 

'  The  people  of  England  in  general  entertained  the  mofl  fan- 
^uinc  cxpidi.aions  of  the  fucccfs  of  the  w;lr  with  France  :  od<*M 
wtre  Iai«t  in  many  hundred  wagers,  that  king  Wiltiam.  would  be 
iii  rV.tncc  before  Chriftroas  i6'6g.     01dniixt}c»  vol.ir- 

obfcurity. 


mains. 
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obfcurity,    which   has  hitherto  refted  upon   this  CHAP, 
fubjeft  notwithftanding  multiplied  chances  of  de-  ,   ^^' 
tettion,  excites   farprife  ;    the  number  and  emi-         ^ 
nence  of  the  perfons  engaged  in  a  correfpondence 
with  the  court  of  Saint  Germains;  and  the  con- 
tradiftion   it   exhibits,    between  their   true  and 
affumed  charaQers,  give  rife  to  fome  of  the  mofl 
unpleafing,    though,    perhaps,    if  properly   im- 
proved,   not  the  mofl  unprofitable  feelings  and 
reflections  that  can  occupy  the  mind. 

No  fooner  was  William  placed  upon  the  throne, 
than  James  received  the  ftrongeft  aflurances,  not 
only  of  the  fleadinefs  and  perfevering  loyalty  of 
thofe  who  never  had  deferted  him,  but  of  the  re- 
pentance and  returning  afFeftions  of  many  per- 
fons of  dirtinftion,  who  had  been  moft  aftive  in 
accomplifhing  the  Revolution.  Individuals  of 
every  party  were  addrefled  by  the  agents  of  James 
in  England,  and  feemed  to  liften,  with  a  favour- 
able ear,  to  propofals  for  re-eftablifliing  his  au- 
thority. Stated  meetings  were  held  in  London, 
to  which  perfons,  >^hofe  loyalty  to  William  was 
not  fufpefted,  and  who  were  inverted  with  offices 
of  the  highefl;  truft,  reforted,  and,  in  concert 
with  the  known  friends  of  Jam§s,  confulted  con- 
cerning the  mod  effectual  plans  for  promoting  his 
iuterelt. 

Others  gave  a  more  unequivocal  and  dangerous 
teft  of  their  attachment  to  the  exiled  king,  by 
entering  into  epiftolary  correfpondence  with  him, 
and  foUciting  his  inftru£tions  with  refpeft  to  the 
condud}:  he  wiflied  them  to  obferve,  in  order  to 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  confirming  the 
fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  adlual  obedience 
to  his  will.  Many  original  letters,  now  pub- 
liflied,  place  beyond  polhbility  of  doubt,  the  du- 
plicity, felfiffanefs,  and  treachery,  of  fome  of 
Jthofe  perfons,  who  are  held  forth  by  contempo- 
rary 


470  THE    HISTORY    OF 

CHAP,  rary  hiftorians,  as  baving  the  ftrongeft  claim  m 
^^'      the  praife  and  gratitude  ot  their  country,   for  thei: 
fervices  in  accomplifhing  and  maintaining  a  revo- 
lution of  government,  fo   important  to  natioaa! 
liberty  and  happinefs  *. 
pvidcncc        However  unwilling  we  may  be  to  yield  to  im- 
pf  ii.        preflions,  which   not   only  tarnifh  charafters  re- 
fcommended  to  us  by  the  prejudices  of  education 
and  by  patriotic  gratitude,  but  which  bring  dif- 
grace   upon  human  nature,  yet  there    is  not  the 
fhadow   of  reafon  for  fufpefting  the  atitheniicit' 
^  of  the  collection  of  letters  between  James  and  his 

correfpondents,  and  the  various  papers  and  me- 
morials relative  to  his  affairs,  lately  publifhed  by 
Mi*.   Macpherfbn.     From  evidence  as  clear  arri 
fatisfadory  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  admi:, 
we  are  bound  to  receive  thefe  letters,  as  genuint 
copies  of  original  letters  written  by  the  perfons  tn 
whom  they  are  afcribed.      If  the   hypothecs  c: 
their  having  been  forged,  either  at  an  earlier  c 
.  later  period,  could  enter  into  the  imagination  ••: 
any  cancjid  enquirer  after  truth ;  if  any  purpc. 
of  fuch  forgery  could  be  affigned ;  yer  there  ar^: 
various   concomitant  circumftances,    which,  t- 
gether   with    ftrqng   internal  evidence,    confir*:: 
their    authenticity,    and  dejuand  a  due  refpe:: 
from  every  perfon  defirous  to  underftand  the  his- 
tory  and   tranfactions,     to    which    they    relaie. 
Anecdotes,  which  have  defcended  totheprei:' 
limes  through  the  channel  of  tradition,  the  te:t> 
mony  of  contemporary   authors,    and  the  lie" 
•which   the  contents  of  jhefe  letters  throw  u: 
political  events,  myfterious  at  the  period -of  thcr 
occurrence,  all  confpire  to  confirm  the  accouni 
pf  the  intrigues,  the  treachery,   ^nd  the  pUs 

*  Life  of  James,  1692.   ^xtra^  jft.       Micpbcrfbfi's  St.-c 
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which  thqy  contain,  and  warrant,  our  admiffipn  of  CH  a  p. 
them,  with  certain  qualifications,  as  a  legitimate 
proof  of  hiftorical  fafts. 

Bpfides  the  evidence  of  a,ttachmei)t  to. James, 
derived  from  the  letters,  of  fo  nifiny  pef fons,  'who 
were   in  the  courfe  of  carrefpondirjg  \^itfi'  him, 
his  agents  in  England  tranfmitted  tne  names  of 
others,    \yho  had  repeate41y  given  the,  ftrongeft 
verbal  aflurances   pf  theif  willingnefs^  to  co-ope- 
rate  in  any  plan  for  promoting  hh  tiew^s  of  re- 
covering the  throne.     Among  thefe  we/ find  the 
names,  not  oply  of  perlons  of  noble  rank,  and 
of  extenfive  property  and  influeinqe,  but  of  Tome, 
who  were  intruded  with  reipoixCble  offices  and 
enjoyed    the  power  and  opportunity  of  carrying' 
their  treacherous,  defigns  into  execution.  *  Loras 
lieutenants  of  counties,  admirals^  generals,  privy 
counfeilors^  are  mentioned  as  ripe  for  revolting 
againd  the  prince  under  whom  thqy  held  theif 
commiffions.     Mf\ny  of  the  clergy  who  had  taken 
the  paths,  as  weU  as  thofe  who  declined  to  fweaf 
allegiance  to  William,  are  reptefented  as  fo  def- 

Seratel^y,  difaffefteii,  to  his  perfon  and  governmein, 
lat  fir  John  jpriend,  whd  afterwards' fuffered  For 
treafon,  undertakes  to  bring  a  whole  regiment^ 
confiftin^  of  that  order,  to  fupport  th^  title  of 
James^  as  fopn  as  he  fbould  fet  his  foot  in  Ehg- 
I'^nd.  The  army  and  na'yy  iare  defended  as  grone 
tp  revolt ;  the  former  dilgufted  by  the  partiality 
qf  their  new  foverei^n  to  foreigners,  tHe  latter 
juftiy  irritated  by  the  irregular  and  deficient' pay- 
nient  o(  thciT  wages.  The  mod  opulent  ancrpo- 
piilous  cities  fwell  the  catalogue  of  the  friends  of 
James^  and  it  fliould  feem,  that  nothing  but 
hisf  own    coyra^e  and  (px^rtion  were  neceflfary 
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C  HA  P.  to  re-eftablifli  him  in  the  authority  from  which  he 

^^JJJj[;^  had  fallen'. 

■    '-     ■  Such  is  the  general  tenor  of  the  letters   and 

piemorials,  vhich  pafled  betwef^n  James  and  his 

cprrefpondi?nt3  and  agents  in  England,  publilhed 

by   Mr.  Macpherfon  in  his  firft  yolume  of  State 

^  Papers. 

forcau-         Although  there  can  be  no  reafqn  to  fcruple 
t'on  tn       abopt  admitting  thefe,  agriseably  to  the  alTertion 
drawing     of  the  publiflier,  to  be  fair  copies  of  the  original 
conclufi-    letters  and  papers,  the  titles  of  which  they  bear, 
rcfpeft  to  y^^  ^^n  different  opinions  may  be  entertained  of 
the  guilt    the  meafure  and  force  qf  evidence  they  convey, 
pf  indivi-   either  with  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  poHticj^l  events, 
^a**d^"'  or   the  cbaraflers  of  perfons  concerned  in  them. 
that  cor-    Jf  circumftances,  recently  brought  to  light,  have, 
refpond-    ip  any  one  inftance,  conilrained  us  to  renounce 
fucc.        2[n  opinion,  to  which  we  formerly  adhered  with 
jfondnefs  and  pl^ftinacy,  this  may  be  a  reafon  for 
our  being  more  diffidenf  with  refpcft  to  other  opi- 
nions, to  which   we   are  equally  partial;  but  it 
cannot  be  a  fufEcient  reafon  for  utterly  refigning 
them,  till   we  have  fcrupuloufly  examined  every 
argument,  which  tends  either  to  fupport  or  con- 
fute their  authority.     Few  peyfons,  however,  are 
fo  guarded,  as  to  reflrid  the  influence  of  analo- 
gical reafoning  within  its  proper  limits,  and  to 
make  adiftindipn  in  judging  of  c^fes,  where  the 
fame  external  appearances  prefent  themfelves   to 
the  eye,  though  the  Jntrinfic  circumftances  would 
often  be  found,  upon  patient  inveftigation,  to  be 
totally  and  eflfentially  different.     A  pei-fon^  who 
^  has  bad  the  misfortune  to  deteft  the  difhqnefty 

»  Sir  George  Barclay';  Memorial,  28th  Pec.  1693.  ^P* 
tain  W''!!^"'''  *1^^^  Mciporial  prcfcntcd  at  Verfaiilcs.  4th 
January  1694.  I^ropofals,  from  the  earls  of 'Montgomery. 
Ailcft)ury,  Yarmouth,  &c.     Macphcrfon's  State  Papers, 

'*'  '      •  '    '  '    •    •  '    .  pf 
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of  a  fervant  in  whofe  fidelity  he  abfolutely  confided,  CHAP, 
is  too  ready  to  harbour  fufpicions  and  mifconftrue      ^^" 
appearances,   to    the    interruption  of   his    own 
tranquillity  and  the  injury  of  others,  who  have 
been  invariably  faithful  and  difinterefted  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  trufts  committed  to  them.     The 
palpable  and  incontrovertible  tfeachery  of  a  few 
individuals,  who  had  been  long  dignified  with  the 
name  of  patriots,  too  readily  difpofes  the  mind 
to  acquiefce,  without   waiting  for  proof,  in  the 
groundlefs  calumnies,  which  have   been  levelled 
againft  immaculate  chara£lers.     In  order  to  form 
an   impartial  judc^ment  of  the  (late   of  politics, 
and  of  the  conduft  of  individuals  and  parties,  we 
ought  to  weigh,  with  fcrupulous  exaftnefs,  every 
particle  of  evidence  adduced  upon  either  fide  of 
controverted  queftions,  and  carefully  to  difcrimi* 
nate  between  thofe  circumftances,  which  eftablifli 
a  (imple,  pofitive,  and  direft  proof;  and  that  fpe- 
cies   of  evidence,  which  arifes   from  the  opinion, 
prejudices^  and  fanguine  views,  of  perfons  deeply 
mterefted  in  the  fcenes  which  they  defcribe,  and 
who    muft   have  been  convifted    by  their  own 
minds  of  that  guilt,  in  which  they  are  fo  anxious 
to  aflfociate  others.      A  great  didindion  ought 
therefore  to   be  made,   between    thofe  aftually 
found  in  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  Saint 
Germains,  and  thofe,  who  are  only  mentioned 
by  agents  as  favourable  to  that  intereft,  and  ap- 
proving of  plans  communicated  to  them  for  pro- 
moting it.      There  may  be  various  reafons  for 
fufpefting  the  fincerity  of  perfons  of  the  laft  de- 
fcription,  in  the  fentimentis  and  attachments  they 
profefled,  while  there  can  be .  little  or  no  reafon 
for  entertaining  any  doubt,  witb  refpeft  to  the 
guilt  of  perfons  of  the  firft  clafs,  who  were  per- 
fonally  engaged  in  correfpondence  with  James, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  fpomaneoufly  tendered  their  fervices^     The 
J^^  agpnts  of  James,  [defirous  to  fet   off  their  own 
merits  to  the  bed  advantage  and  to  obtain  hi$  ap- 
probatipn,  were  under  a  ftrong  temptation  to  de- 
fcribe' their  fuccefs  in  the  ipofl  flattering  drains. 
A  fmcere  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  their    niafter 
would  natufaliy  render  them  lefs  fqrupulows  in 
adhering  to  truth,  while  they  tra^ifmitted  to  him 
fach  accounts,  of  his  aifairs  as  were  calculated  to 
encourage  bi&  heart,  na^u;*ally  prone  to  defpon- 
dency,  and  to  allure  the  aid  of:  the  French  kmg, 
eileatial  to   the  fuccels.  o£  any  plajoi  for  r^fing 
their  deprefled  fortune  *•      Had  Lewis  believed 
that  the  number  of  James's  adherents  w^3  io  con- 
fiderable,  and  their  zeal  as  ardent,  as  reprefented 
by  his  agents,  it  is.  difficult  to  conceive,  notwith- 
fta^ding  the  defeat  of  his  fle^t  at  La  iIogu.e»  V^hv 
he  (hould  have  fo  long  delayed9  and,  after  all, 
with  fo  little  earn^ne&  attempted  ^  fe<;oi>d  ixiva- 
iion  of  £ngl2^nd.     How  could  lie  have  t;urned  his 
arms  to  better  a<;count,  than  by  iieftoriij^  Jfa.mes 
to  the  throne  of  his  fathers,  and  trausferclojg  the 
reiburces  of  England,    from  the  difppfal  of  an 
irreconcilable  and  powei(fu I  enemy,  into,  the  bands 
of  his  finueft  friends?    Would  not  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  nnore  elTeflually  thaA  all  his  vi^orles  upon 
the  contif^ent,  have  overturned  that  confederacy, 
of  which  William  was  the  Ufe  and  fpirit ;    and 
who,  more  th^n   all   the  other  mempe^^s  of  it, 
controlled    and  thwaifted   h^s    amb:\tip\is  plans? 
Some   pf  the  perfons   in  Englai^id,    who  were 
aflfeftionately  ^ttach^d  to  the  intereft  pf  Jame$, 
but  who  exercifed  greater  caution  ^nd  delibera- 
tion in  condufting  their  in^jui^ies  about  the  tern- 

*  Mr.  Nofe worth's  Report  1694.     Charn^k*$  Report  169$. 
Ibid. 

per 
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per   and  inGlraations  of  the  people,  or  who  had  CHAP; 
better  opportunity   of  information,  are  far  from     ^^• 
holdmg   oat  fuch   alluring  views   of  fuccefs,  or  ""'"''^^^"''^ 
maintaining  fuch  confidence   in  the  power  and 
multitude  of  his  friends,  as  are  conveyed  by  the 
general  ftrain  of  the  memorials  and  letters  tranf-  * 
mitted  to  him  by  his  agents  *• 

There  are  alfo  obvieus  and  plaufible  reafons  for  Their  dif- 
calling  in  queftion  the  true  intention  of  many  of  fercnt  mo- 
thofe,  '^ho  are  enrolled  among  the   partifans  of  5^^"  ^."«* 
James,  and  even   reprefented  as  taking  a  more '"'''''*''^"'* 
a€iivtf  part  in  his  caufe,  by  admitting  his^  agents 
into  their  company,  and  occafionally   confulcing 
with  them  upon  the  ftate  of  his  affairs.     Perfons 
of  a   timid  difpofition,  or  anxioufly  attentive  to 
their  private    intereft,   whatever  their  aflFeftions 
and  wiflies  might  be,  would  be  extremely  fearful 
of  incurring  his  refentment,  left  he  (hould  again 
fill  the   throne  of  Kijgland ;  and  they  would  be 
equally   cautious   of  excluding  themfelves   from 
future  preferment,  either  by  openly  difapproving 
of,  or  revealing,  any  fchemes  imparted  to  them  by 
his   friends,    in   full   confidence   of  their   being 
faithfully  attached  both  to  his  perfon  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  family.    ^It  ought  alfo  to  be  obferved, 
that   the  conneflion  of  blood  and  alliance  would 
naturally  have  a  confiderable  influence  in  direOing 
the   folicitations,  and  raifing   the  hopes,  of  the 
family  at  Saint   Germains.     The   earl  of  Marl- 
borough  was  uncle  to  the  duke  of  Berwick,  and 
married  to   the   fifter  of  lady  lyrconnel.     Lord 
Middleton,  one  of  James's  fecretaries,  was  uncle- 
in-law  to  the  earl  of  Shrewlbirry.     The  intimate 
connection  of  thefe,  and  others  in  adminiftration, 

^  An  auonymous  Letter  from  a  Perfon  in  flngland  10  his 
Friend  at  Paris,  171I1  Augufl,  i6y^-  Mr.  M.ic  AJams's  Lct- 
^ers>  ibid* 

with 
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CHAP,  with'perfons  who  adhered  to  James  in  his  exiled 
^^'  ftate,  would  expofe  them  to  the  more  frequent 
accefs  and  importunity  of  his  agents,  while,  from 
the  motives  already  recited,  we  may  believe  they 
would  be  unwilling,  if  they  could  avoid  it,  to 
fall  into  defperate  terms  with  that  intereft,  which 
might,  in  the  courfe  of  chances,  prevail. 
From  all  thefe  confiderations  it  was  naturally  to 
be  expefted,  that  individuals,  who  were  addreffed 
by  the  agents  of  James,  would  often  be  reprc- 
fented  as  confenting  to,  or  participating  of, 
meafures,  to  which  they  were  by  no  means 
friendly  in  their  hearts  *. 

While  the  agents  of  James  in  England  em- 
braced every  opportunity  to  avail  themfelves  of 
the  difappointments  and  palTions  of  private  per- 
fons  and  parties,  it  is  no  wonder,  if,  in  an  un- 

•  Nothing  can  place  in  a  ftrongcr  light  the  inGnceritVy  or  the 
want  of  power,  of  James's  adherents,  than  the  inconfilftency  of 
their  condudl  with  their  own  profcHions,  and  with  the  inQra^ions 
which  they  received  from  him.  Take,  for  an  example,  the 
fifth  feffion  of  ihc  fecond  parliament,  which  met  7th  November, 
1693.  During  the  whole  ot  this  feifion,  the  commons  were 
obiequious  to  the  inclinations  of  the  court,  and  mod  liberai  in 
grantmg  fupplies  }  while  the  inflru^ions,  fent  bv  James  to  bis 
friends  at  this  very  period,  fuppofc  their  intereit  to  have  been 
confiderabie,  and'reauire  them  to  exert  themfelves  in  oppoiition 
to  the  court,  panicuiarly  by  obftrufting  the  fupplies.  *'  Try  ail 
**  the  ways  you  can  to  hinder  the  prince  of  Orange  from  gettiog 
"  money,  efpecially  the  general  excife  ;  and,  if  it  be  not  pofli- 
**  ble  to  hinder  him  from  getting  money,  endeavour  to  retard  tr, 
*'  that  it  may  make  all  his  preparations  for  the  next  campaign 
"  as  late  as  may  be."  loftru^tions  to  the  Church  of  England, 
1 6th  Odlober,  1693. 

**  Endeavour  by  all  means  to  embroil  the  affairs  of  the  prince 
**  of  Orange,  and  that  his  majefiy's  friends  join  heartily  toge- 
*'  therto  crofs  his  inclination  and  intetell  in  all  things,  and  that 
**  they  be  ready  to  join  with  any  party  which  Ihall  appear  agaioll 
"him,  &c.  &c."  Macpherfon's  State  Papers,  1 69V  To  the 
fame  porpofe,  a  paper  entitled,  Inftrudtions  to  the  Earl  of  Danby, 
Lord  Godolphin,  and  Churchill. 

guarded 
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guarded  moment,    and  under  the  impreflion  of  C  H  A  P. 
refentment,  their  addreffes  were  fometimes  enter-  _^Yl 
rained  with  fuch  apparent  approbation,  as  encou- 
raged them   to  add,  to  the  lid  of  their  friends, 
the  names  of  individuals,  who  probably  foon  re- 
pented of   any  rafli  refolution  they  might  have 
formed^  and  would  not  have*ftood  to  it  if  they 
had   been   a£tuaUy  put  to  the  trial*     For  feveral 
years  after  the  Revolution,  a  change  of  govern* 
ment  in  England  was  an  event  at  lead  as  likely  to 
happen,  as  a  change  of  miniftry  is  now,  in  our 
prefent  date  of  political  tranquillity.     No   won- 
der then,  if  perfons,  who  were  not  fufceptible  of 
llrong  attachments,  (bould  be  difpofed  to  do  every 
thing  for  fecuring  their  own  future  fafety  and  in* 
tercd,  whatever  the  event  might  be.      It  may  be 
farther  obferved,  that  men  of  very  good  inten^ 
tions  with  refpeft  to  the  public,  who  were  dran- 
gers  to  that  fecret  information,  which  was  the 
ground  of  public  meafures,  might  often  be  at  a 
lofs  where  to  fix  their  wiflies,  or  what  condud 
they  ought  to   purfae,  as  mod  effe&ual  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  country.     The  critical 
date  of  government  fometimes  obliged  the  king 
to  take  meafures  apparently  contradiftory  to  that 
patriotic  fydem,  which   he  profeflfed  lo  edabliih* 
Such  perfons   might  perhaps   think  it  probable, 
that,  by  a  new  revolution,  more  liberal  concefli- 
ons  might  be  obtained  from  the  crown  in  favour 
of  the  people,  and   the  conditution  farther  im- 
proved.    But  what  we  are  principally  to  attend  to, 
with  refpeS:   to  thofe  who  did  not  ad  from  the 
pure  influence   of  principle,  is,  that   their  com- 
pliance with  the  engagements,  into  which  they^ 
entered  with:  James  or  his  agents,  was  evidently 
to  be  guided  by  the  dream  of  accidents,  and  the 
views  they  entertained  of  his  future  fuccefs.     If 

an 
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CHAP.      It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  there  are  very 
y^^:^^!     fpecious  reafons  for  fufpefting^  that  fome  of  thofe 
Strong      perfons,  who  embraced,  the  opportunity  ol^  cor- 
reafons  for  refponding  with  James  and  affifling  hi&  counfekv 
fafpcaing  might  continue  that  correfpondence,  after  their 
ihatfomc  intentions  were   changed,. perhaps,  for  the  ver)* 
were  not    purpofe   of  being   ufeful   to  William  ' ' .       The 
fincere.     earl  of  .Slirew(bury  and,  Iprd  Godolphui  were  both 
detected   in   their   correfpondence  with  James ; 
and,  if  William  had  been  of  a  difpofkioa  refent- 
ful  or  fanguinary,  might  h^v^  been  configaed  to 
the  lad  diTgrace  and  ppniihment  humaa  law$  can 
inflia.      WitK  unparalleled  gcnerofity,    he   not 
only  parddqedy  bii^t  employed  them  :  he  not  only 
employed,,  but  trufted  them  '*.     Suppofe    that 
thefe  perfons,  .  monuments    of  his  mercy,    had 
been  dead  to  every  feeling  of  gratitude  and  gene- 
rofity,  was  it  poilible,  if  they  had  been  endowed 
^with  the  fmalleft  portion  of  ptudence,  that  they 
could. ever  have  ventured,  tp  tread  again  in  the 
dark  path  of  treachery  ?   The  eyes  of  William, 
they  mud  have  been  aware,   would  ever  after  be 
fixed  upon  them  with  ftifpicious  circumfpe&ion. 
He  was  vigilant,  inquifitive,  penetrating*     At  no 
period  was  tl^  reftoration  of  James  an  event  fo 
probable  ^nd  near,  as  ,ta  induce  them  to  incur 
any  eminent  h^^zard  frptn  the  expedation  of  its 
taking  place.     Nay,  fo  entirely  was  Shrewibury 
reftored.to   the  confidence  of  William,  that  be 
.  was  always  cQnfulted  by  him  in  the  fea&n  of  per« 
plexity  and   diftrefs,    when  affection  principally 
direds  the  choice  of  counfisUors.     If  ShrewfbijM^y 
and  Godolphin  are  recorded  atqong  the  friends  of 

'  *  Floyd's  Accounts  carried  to  Vcrfaillcs,   id  May^  paia- 
^rapU  7th  'f  compared  wirh  Churchill's  Letters^  6ih  May  1694* 
•  *  Dalrymijic's  Memoira,   voL  u  p.  499. 

James 
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Jdnies  after  the  event  mentioned,  it  is  natural  toC  H  A  P. 
conclude,  that  Jame$  arid  his  court  were  deceived    j^^    . 
by  their  profeffions  made  to  him  ai  an  early  pe-    ^^ 
riod ;  or,  if  they  agaiti  Entered  into  cdrrefpond- 
ence  with  him,  the  fame  re^fdas  will  incline  us  to 
believe,  that  they   mull  have  done  fo,  with  the 
connivance  of  William,  and  with  the  purpbfe  of 
rendering  it  fubfervient  to  his  intentiotis  arid  de* 
figns. 

The  name  of  Sunderland,  recorded  in  the  Ii(i 
of  the  correfpondents  of  James,  raifes  the  au« 
thority  of  thefe  conjectures;  and  can  tiardly 
indeed  be  accounted  for,  otherwife,  that!  lipori 
the  fuppofition,  that  fuch  a  correfpondence  was 
known  to  William  and  encouraged  by  him.  From 
the  paft  condu£k  of  Sunderlan.!,  familiar  to  the 
reader,  it  will  not  be  fufpefted,  that  any  ingfedi* 
ent  of  honour  or  generofity  could  enter  into  his 
charafter.  From  no  motive  of  imereft  could  he 
poffibly  be.  induced  to  renew  his  correfpondence 
with  James.     Though  the  door  of  the  court  had  i 

been  fhut  againd  him  in  London,  yet  there  re«  ! 

mained  to  him  no  ground  for  hope,  of  profiting 
by  another   revolution,   and  of  recovering  the  I 

confidence  and  favour  of  James  if  ever  reftored  ! 

to  the  throne.  But  when  it  is  obferved,  that,  at 
the  very  period  in  which  Sunderland  was  engaged 
in  correfpondence  with  James,  and  rendering  his 
fervices  to  that  prince,  he  was  afcending  in  influ*  I 

ence  with  William,  and  that  he  already  enjoyed  | 

the  opportunity  of  gratifying  every  wifli  of  am-  j 

bition  and  intereft,  there  fcarcely  can  remain  a  j 

doubt,  witb  refpeft  to  Sunderland's   having  re*  | 

newed  his  correfpondence  with  the  permifOon  and 
authority  ci  William  '^.     No  motive,  but  thd 

**  Burnett  1693. 
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c  H  A  p.  fingijl^r  ufcfiil»ef?  of  SundcrlaiKlt   could  have 
t^^^l^  induced  a  perfon,  of  WJUiam's  fs^acity  and  cau- 
^^^^"^"^  tion,  to  giY,e  apy  (hare  of  hk  conjidencc  to  a  maa 
fo  deeply  crimins^l/  aud  fo  odioiis  to  all  parties  ia 
the  nation.     It  is  no  ohied^ion  to  the  fuppofition 
now  made^  that  we  find  the  earl  of  Arraa,  the 
upfufpeded  friend   of  James,  ^tcefting  the  fince- 
rity  of  Sunderland)  who  was  hi^  relation ;   or 
that  Sunderland  advifes  James  to  make  a  defcent 
upon  the  coad  of  Englaud,  as  the  xnoft  fpeedy 
and  effi^Qual  pieafure  to  reftore  his  fortune  *  *. 
Arran,  nowife  diftinguilhed  by  acut^ncf$  of  dif- 
ocrnment,   n^ight   hixnfelf  be  the  dupe  of    Sun* 
derland'$  intrigues  ;  and,  with  refped:  to  Sunder- 
land's preffing  an  inv.afion  of  l^^pgland,  it  w«  the 
common  advice  of  all  the  agents  of  James  at  that 
time,  and  the  moH  acceptable  fubjeft  that  could 
be  introduced  iu  a   correfpondence  with   biau 
Notwithdanding  the  repeated  profefiions  of  re« 
pentan.ce  by  Sunderlaud,  and  the  atteftatiojis  of 
his  fmcerity,  Middleton,  one  of  James's  fecreta- 
ries,  warns  his  friends  in  England  to  be  upon 
their  guard  againit  the  treachery  of  (bme,  who 
had  deceived  them  linder  the  profeiHons  of  &iend« 
(hip ;  and,  in  an  allegorical  letter  to  an  Englifli 
peer,  hints   his  fufpicions  of  the    treachery  of 
;>underland  '  \ 
Condo- ,       But,  after  all  the  refearches  that  have  been 
^i?"*1T  "^^^^5  ^^^  f^^  various  conjedures  that  may  be 
the  whole.  ^^j.^^^j^    it  muft  be  acknowledged,   that  great 

darknefs  and  myftery  ftill  red  upon  the  period  and 

■♦  Macpherfon's  SxaU  Papers,  January  1664-5.  Letter  u) 
James,  i^^9V 

• '  Letar  from  Middlet4>n  to  Monfteur  Poncbartrain,  ijik 
June  1694,  paragraph  5th,  in  the  note.  Letter  of  Middietoo* 
2uAuguli.     Macpherfun's  State  Papers,  1695. 

tranfadions, 


fOLltlCAL  TRANSACTIONS,   &c.  4S3 

trarifaaions j  of  Which  I  have  bceh  giving  an  ac-  C  H  A  P. 
count.     Etfottgh,  however,  appears  to  fuftain  the  ^^^^Y;^ 
following  conclufions ;  namely,  that,  duriiig  the 
whole  feign  of  Williarn,  his  perfon  and  goverii- 
meht  were  expofed   to  extreme  danger ;   that, 
from  his  coronation  till  his  title  was  acknowledged 
by  the  French  king  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  a 
corfefpondetice  Was  conftantly  carried  on  between 
James  and  many  perfohs  of  the  firft  rank  and  in- 
fluence in  England ;    that  individuals  of  every 
party,  and  even  fome  of  thofe,  who  hid  been  the 
moft  zealous  agents  in  the  revolution,  were  ac- 
ceffaty  to  that  cofrefpondence ;  that  many  con- 
fpiractes  lieere  formed^  and  very  cohfiderable  prb-. 
parations    made  for  reftoring  the  authority  of 
James ;  and  that,  even  the  mod  bafe  and  atroci- 
ous defigns  were  fet  on  foot,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
power  and  life  of  William.    While  we  trace  the  Caufts  of 
dirappointmeht  of  thefe  to  the  fuperiiitendency  of  prcvenL^n^} 
Providence,  it  will  be  both  inftruftive  aild  enter-  J^y*' 
taining,  to  attend  tothe  external  means,  by  which  dangers 
the  defigns  of  Providence  were  effefted  ;  or  to' in-  impending 
quire  into  the  caufes,  which,  from  time  to  time,  ^^^^  ^'^« 
counterafted,  and  at  laft  furmounted,  the  moft  ^^J^J^^'^f 
complicated  and  enormous  dangers  impending  over  England.' 
the  new  government,  artd  rendered  its  prefcrvation 
no  lefs  extraordinary,    than  the  fruits  of  it  have 
been  precious. 

ift.  The  expeftatibns  of  the  friends  of  James, 
and  the  execution  of  all  their  plans  and  confpira-  Back- 
ties  to  recall  him  to  the  throne,  depended,  in  a  ^^*^^"^^;*     ^ 
great  meafure,  upon  the  aid  of  Lewis,  whcfe  at-  in  affixing 
tachraent,  they  found,  after  various  trials,  tobejamea. 
neither  fo  difintereftcd  nor  fo  aftive,    as   they^ 
fondly  believed.      The  liberal   grants  of  money 
to  William  ;  an  army  numerous,  well  difciplined, 

lis  and' 
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CHAP,  ajid    confifting,    in  a  great  proportion,  of  fo- 
reigners ;  difcouraged  anv  attempt  of  the  adhe- 
rents of  James,  to  ered  ois  ftandard  in  England, 
without  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  French 
troops.      To   the  FreAch  king,   therefore,  they 
turned   their  eyes,  with  confident  expedatios; 
becaufe  be  feemed  to  be  Simulated,  by  every  mo- 
tive   of  affedion    and  intereft,    to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  and  wifh  for  the  profperity  of  James.    If 
Lewis  was  perhaps  the  only  fovereign  in  Europe, 
who  lamented  the  degradation  of  James,  fo  the 
latter  was   the  only  prince,    led  by  inclinatioB, 
to  prefer  the  alliance  of  the  former  to  that  of  the 
confederate  ftates.     The  one  was  almoft  affured, 
that,  by  reftoring  the  power  of   the  other,  he 
would  detach  England  irom  that  alliance,  which 
was  formed  to  obilruft  and  defeat  his  ambition. 
Notwithftanding  the  importance  of   the  objed, 
and  the  reciprocal  profeflions  of  attachment  be- 
tween thefe  princes,  Lewis  feems  to  have  liftened 
with  coldnels  and  difrelifh  to  any  propofal  made 
to  him,  for  cooperating  with  the  friends  of  the 
dethroned  monarch  '^.      He   was  dilatory  and 
reluftant    in    the  execution  of   any  enterprifi?, 
which  had  for  its  immediate  objedk  the  reftora- 
tion   of  James.     After  the  defeat  of  the  French 
.  fleet  at  La  Hogue,  no  ferious  plan,  for  efie&ing 
that  end,  feems  to  have  been  proje6led  by  the 
court  of  France,  tiJl  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1696,  when  a  large  body  of  troops  was  drawn  to- 
gether on  the  qppofite  coaft,  in  order  to  embark 
Jbr  England.     The  abrupt  defertion  of  this  ex- 
pedition,   under    pretence    that   the   friends  of 

James  in  England  had  not  performed  the  condi- 

# 

\^  Letter  of  Middletoo  toi'abbd  Renaudot,.  2d  Odober  1694. 
Macpherfoo's  Siirtc  Pa;»tr8. 

tion, 
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tion,  upon  which  the  embarkation  of  the  French  C  HAP. 
army  was  promifed,   awakened  in  their  breads     j^^ 
dlilrefsful  fufpicions  of  the  French  king,    and 
almoft  extinguilhed  their  hopes  of  deriving  any 
future  aid  from  his  interpofitioa. 

The  prefence,  and  behaviour  of  James,  were 
ill  calculated  to  acquire  the  edeem  or  affection  of 
thofe  among  whom  he  lived.  While  an  abjeft 
fuperftition,  and  an  afcetic  devotion,  procured 
him  the  unprofitable  adulation  of  fequeftered 
monks  and  bigocted  priefts,  t&ey  expofed  him  to 
the  contempt  of  tire  warrior,  and  the  ridicule  of 
the  courtier,  who  alone,  by  their  exertions  and 
intereft,  could  effedually  contribute  toward  the 
reftitution  of  his  deprelTed  affairs.  A  certain 
malignant  deftiny  feemed  to  blaft  all  his  projefts, 
and  baniihed  the  hope  of  fuccefs  from  every  en- 
terprife,  .io  whijch  he  was  perfonallv  engaged  '  \ 

The 

* '  The  accounts  tranrnittted  to  ust  conccrnirtg  the  behavioar 
of  James  after  he  left  Eogland,  by  thofe  who  ipeant  to  praife 
hifD,  exhibit  the  moft  de(picable  and  ludicrous  pi^vire  of  en* 
thufiafm  and  fuperftition.  He  4ifed  to  thank  God,  for  hafin^ 
taken  from  4iim  three  kingdoms,  and  awakened  hi 91  from  th); 
lethargy  of  (in  ;  and  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  event,  he 
vould  have  been  lofl  for  ever.  H«  Cubmitted  to  the  mod  fevere 
fadings  and  mortifications :  he  carried  certain  days  a  diain  of 
iioo,  with  very  (harp  points,  faflened  about  his  body:  be  per- 
formed this  fevere  diicipline  with  fuch  hnmiiity,  that  He  waspM 
intothegreateil  confufion,  when  he  happened  one  day  to  he  dif- 
covcred  by  the  queen :  he  ufed  <o  exptefs  a  ftrohg  defire  of 
death,  and  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Chriftian  to  do  fo.' 
Ahreg^  de  U  Vie  de  Jaq«e  II.  par  le  Fere  ^rancois  Brcionncaii, 
Paris  174^  pages  62.  70.  Sc  pa^m. 

A  Fiench  uiKhor,  Le  Compte  Buffy  ftabui*n,  fpeakiog  of  the 
mifcarriage  of  La  Hogue.  ufes  thefe  expreffionsc  •*  La  mal- 
"  iieoreufe  etoHe  du  ray  d' Angletorre  fi:  ^ohoiier  qc  projet.  Si 
^*  Je  roy  (viz.  Louis)  VevkR  conduit  tout  fcol,  la  fortune,  a  fon 
**  ordinaire,  auroit  vniifemblablement  favorife  fa  ^nne  con- 
"  duiie,  p.  326." 

James  himfelf  feems  to  have  eateruined  a  mortifying  (enfe  of 
jiis  own  bad  fortune.     I9  his  letter  to  Lewis,  after  the  defeat 

of 
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CHAP.  The  a4vantages9  which  France  might  exped 
J^^J^  from  placing  James  on  the  throne  of  England, 
""'"^'"^  ^ere  neither  fo  eminent,  nor  fo  certain,  as  to 
ji^ftify  the  attempt,  where  the  expeace  was  fo 
great,  and  fuccefe  Jn  the  ifTue  fo  precarious. 
Lewis  might  have  erery  reafon  to  be  aflured  of 
the  attachment  and  gratitude  of  James,  if  ever 
he  refumed  his  authority :  but  the  ipdependent 
fpirU  of  the.  Engltfh,  iliuftrioufly  difplayed  by  the 
Is^te  revolution,  and  their  inveterate  averfion  to 
France,  might  be  expeded  to  thwart  the  incliiia<- 
tioni,  and  bir^dle  |he  exertions,  of  their  fove- 
TOgn. 

The  ambition  of  Lewis  was  fo  entirely  direded 
to  the  extenfion  of  his  dominions  upon  the  con- 
tinenti  that,  without  looking  forward  to  remote 
confequences,  he  was  averfe  to  every  plan,  which 
acquired  a  temporary  diverfion  of  his  forces,  or 
tended  to  give  any  interruption  to  the  fondeft  ob- 
je£l;  of  his  defire.     Hence,  though  memorials  of 

of  La  Hogu«,  he  fays  ;  *^  I  know  too  wel)»  that  my  unlucky 
**  ftar  has  drawn  down  this  misfortune  upon  your  forces^ 
•*  always  vi^orious.*'  In  this  James  participated  of  the  evil 
deftiny  of  his  fimily,  which  appeared  fo  uncommon  astoaurad 
thje  notice  of  hiAorians  at  an  early  period.  Jurieo  g^^lng  an 
account  of  lames  IV.  having  b^en  (]aio  in  the  battJe  of  Fioudea, 
ufes  the  followiiig  exprefnons  :  "  Cadaver  regis,  poftrenio  die 
"  a  Dacree  repertum,  et  Bervicum  delatum,  ubi  diu  fepuitara 
*'  caruic;  ab  Anglisy  quod  Gallis  et  fchifmaticis  favifTet  fantfto 
**'  funeris,  fepulchrique  honore,  et  Chrifljanis  ceremoniis  indtg* 
**  nus  putabatur.  Adnotabant  plerique,  repetiu  faperiorum 
**  regum  memoria»  Jacobum  ipfehci  potius  Stuardx  famiits 
**  fato,  quam  fuo'  cccidifTe :  quod  pater,  avus  et  proavusv 
,'•  eodcm  potiti  regno,  atque  idem  fortiti  nomen,  ante  diem 
**  ferro  perempti  niortem  oppctiifTcnt." 

The  maJignant  de(H(jy  of  the  houfc  of  Stuart  was  nn  le& 
flrikingly  illuftraied  by  the  fate  of  its  Jarter  reprefcntaiives ; 
gamely.  James  V.  Mary,  Charles  I.  and  JanKt  VH,  whh 
whom  the  royal  power  terminated. 

James 
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James  to  the  toint  of  ft^tit€  were  itill  receivcct  C  H  A  P. 
with  external  ^pprobatioit,  arid  the  hopes  of  hi$     ^^' 
party  kept  alive  by  fplendid  promifes,  yet  various 
pretexts  were  contrived  to  poftpone  or  elude  th^ 
performance  of  them.     And,  when  the  friends  of 
James  btgan  to  be  Weary  of  the  evafions,  and  to 
compfain  of  the  delay,  of  France,  the  latter  alfo 
retorted,  in  the  llrain  of  complaint,  and  trans- 
ferred" the  blame  of  all  their  misfortunes  to  their 
own  negligence  and    raifconduft.      They  were 
indelicately  reproached,    for   want  of  adivityj 
for  having  failed  to  produce  evidence  to  fatisfy 
the  court  of  France  of  their  ftrength  and  num- 
bers;   and  for  not  having  ufed  that  influence, 
which  they  might  openly  and  fuccefsfully  havd 
dome,  to  flop  the  liberal  fupplies  of  parliament' . 
for  fuppdrting  the  authority  and  enterprifes  of 
William  '•.     James,   in  the  nleanwhile,  had  2( 
diffitalt  part  to  aft,  in  ordefT  to  preferve  any  niea- 
fure  of  good  underftanding  with  Ldwfs,  and  to 
cherifli  the  hopes  of  his  Englilh  friends.     He  wa* 
not  in  a  fituation  to  upbraid,  or  to  complain  of 
ill  ufage.     Both  his  pride  and   intereft  debarred 
him  from  the  ^  confolation  of  opening,   to   his 
friends,  the  mortifications  and  treachery  which 
wounded  his  fpirit     He  "^is  conftrained,  on  the 
,one  hand,  to  do  Violence  t6  truth  2^nd  to  his  owa 
feelings,  while  he  vainly  boailed  of  the  attach- 
ment sWd'kindnefs  of  the  French  court,  in  order 
to  animate  the  exertions  of  his  friends,  fretted 
with  difappbintment,    and  ready  to  fink  into  a 
flothftrl  drfportdency.     On  the  other  hand,  that 
he  might  avoid  the  humiliating  difcovery  of  his 
entire  dependence  on  the  arips  ot  France,  he  was 

'•  Letter  of  Middleton  to  Caryl,  FQth  March  1696.  Ex- 
jrafts,  January,  February,  March,  i6<;6.  Macphcrfon's  State 
^-ipcis. 

at 
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)p  H  A  P  at  pains  to  conceal,  from  that  court,  his  fufpici- 

^^^^    ons  of  the  coldnefs  and  defe£tion  of  his  partifaas 

in  Kngland,  ^ad  to  make  fpecious  apologies  for 

their  going  into  the  fervice  of  William* 

DiTifion        2.  The  friends  pf  James  in  England  were  di- 

pffcoti     vided  in  political  fentiments^  and  the  different 

aJn  >n£  his  cottil'tions,  upon  which  they  propofed  to  rcftore 

frunds.     him  to  the  throne,  greatly  embarrafled  and  ob- 

ftru^ed   the  plans  laid  down  for  accomplifliing 

that  event. 

Some,  who  were  warm  in  their  attachment  to 
James,  ^ere,  ^t  the  fame  time,  i^eady  friends  to 
the  conilitution ;  and  tbererore  wiflied  to  reftore 
him  upon  terms,  which  he  held  to  be  encroach- 
ipaents  upon  the  ufi  lienable  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  rhefe  wtrp  calM  Compounders,  and 
comprehended  thje  moft  relpe&able,  and  the  moft 
^  numerous  clafs  of  his  adherents  '  ^.     There  were 

a  few  of  this  number,  who  thought  that  a  new 
i-evoljation   mi^ht   contribute  to  the  farther  im- 
prqv^ment  of  the  conilitution,  by  procuring  re* 
.  guiatipi^s  witi^  refpeft  tQ  the  monarchical  branchy 
more  rellridive  than  thole  ^hj^^h  had  been  fpeci- 
fied  by  the  bill  of  rights      But  there  was  alfo  a 
great  proportion  of  zealous  adl^erents  to  James, 
who  had  eipbraced  the  mou  fe^vile  notions  of 
prerogative,  and  who  thought  it  no  lefs  prophane 
than  difloyal^  to  narrow  its  limi^  or  lop  off  any 
pf  its  branches  ^  ^  •     Such  therefore  confidered 
themfe  ves  as  bound,   by  equal  obligations,    to 
fedore  the  king  to  liis  throne,  and  to  the  undi* 
pinifiied  amplitude  of  prerogative*    The  leaders 

*'  Memorial  to  Le^ii*  Noy.   1692.    Macpherfim's  Scats 

Papers,  1094. 
}^  Memorials  fcnt  to  James,    Ibid, 

,-'•.•■•  of 


POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS,  &c.  4^ 

W  thefe  parties  diftraded  him  with  the  oppofitionC  HAP. 
of  their  fche  ne8  and  their   counfels,   and  con-     y^:^ 
tended   with  emulation  for   the  empty  honours 
of  ah  exiled  court.     The  partiality  of  James  to 
the  couniels  of  the  non-compounders  ;  his  ad- 
dreb,  in  contriving  the   mod  plaufible  preMbts 
for  delaying  or  eluding  to  publi(h  a  declaratibn  in 
moderate  terms,   accommodated  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  greateft  number    of   his  friends; 
evince,  more  than  all  the  abufes  of  adual  autho* 
rity,  his  unabating  paifionfor  arbitrary  power  *\ 
Many  of  his  friends,  however,  dill  continued, 
with  inflexible    folicitude,    to  urge  conceffions 
adapted  to  the  temper  of  the  people  and  the  con* 
ftittttion  of  England,   as  indifpenfably  neceflary 
for  recovering  his  throne.      Lord  Marlborough, 
well  acquainted  with  the  predominant  paflion  of 
his  mafter,    ands  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  his  making  conceifions,    was  at  pains  ''^ 

to  allure  his  CQi^fent,    by  reprefenting  that  he  \ 

might  eafily  break  them^  when  he  came  to  the  'J 

throne,  as  being  extorted  by  the  neceifity  of  bis  7I 

^affairs  **^  James  at  laft  began  to  yield  to  the 
impprtunity  of  his  friends  ;  and  publiflied  a  de- 
claration, prpmifmg  to  call  a  free  parliament,  to- 
remove  all  grievances,  tp  (onfent  to  whatever 
bills  were  neceflary  to  fecure  the  frequent  meet- 
ings of  parliament,  and  to  maintain  the  church 

*•  Extrafti  from  Nairn'i  Papen,  169s.  ,  James  alleges*  that 
bis  promifing  cooceffioosy  if  he  returned  to  the  throve,  would 
^arm  William*  and  render  him  more  anxioi^s  to  roaiataio  ao 
armed  force  in  £n>iland ;  that  it  would  afford  his  enemies  a 
handle  for  reply  ;  and,  l?y  fevere  criticifnis  upon  his  pad  errors, 
and-  roifreprefentations  of  his  future  intenupos,  counteraA  tlie 
cffcft  of  €jrery  thing  he  could  propofe  for  conciliating  the  affec- 


tions of  his  people.     MacpherJon's  State  Papers,  1602. 
**  Life  of  James,  by  hirafelf,  1693,  £xtra(5l  ad. 

rial  fonr^rntno  i^rnrlan^.    nar.    i^        M'i«MrO«'*ir/f%f%'*  C»a*a  rdui 

9f 
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rial  concerning  Scodandi  par.  i6«    Macpheirfoo's  State  Papers, 
1690. 
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c  H  A  P.  of  Enghtad  * » .  He  difmiftsd  Metfort,  Who  was 
s^,^^^{Lj  at  the  head  of  the  non^convpounders,  fram  tbc 
office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  appointed,  in  his 
room,  Caryie,  who  was  known  to  makitaiii  prin- 
ciples more  moderate,  and  confonant  to  the  fpirrt 
of  the  Engliifa  conftiturion^  £t  is  acknowledged^ 
however,  by  one  of  the  agents  of  James,  that 
the  diftruft  of  his  veracity  and  honour  were  now 
fo  deeply  rooted,  and  had  fpread  fo  far,  that 
thefe  conceffiions  had  but  little  influence  in  fettisfy- 
ing  his  friends,,  or  gaining  any  new  converts  to 
his  intereft  **•  Under  tihe  fame  imprefSon, 
maay,  who  ftili   maintained  their  attachment  to 

^  the  principles  of  hereditary  right,  and  who  were 

dafied  with  the  friends  of  James,  became  cold 

^  and  liillefs  about  bis  perfonal  intereft.     They  were 

f  divided^  in  their  affedionSi   between  loyalty   to 

their  lawful  (bvereign  and  2eal  for  the  church  of 
iEngland.  .The£e  interefts,  apparently  at  variance, 
feenied  at  h&:  to  bp  in  fome  meafure  reconciled, 
by  their  confidering  the  abfehce  and  depofition 

^  of  James  as  an  interruption,  rather  than  an  ex- 

tjin^tion,    of  the*  hereditary    line  of   fuccelEon.  . 
They  entertained  little  doubt,  that  the  fon  would 
be  recalled  to  the  throne  of  England  after  the 
4eath  of  Wiliiaoi ;   and  they  fufpended,   for  a 

*'  Life  of  J^mes>  Lbndan,   1703, 

*♦  Anonymous  Letter,  17th  Augnft,  1694.  Maq>her(bn*« 
State  Papers.  Attend  puniculaHy  to  the  following  words: 
*^  1  he  common  people  own  their  prcfem  burdcas  are  very  heavy» 
^*  yet  profcfs  openly,  that  they  would  rather  carry  it  on  ;^nd  on, 
**  than  let  popery,  "by  ledoring  the  king,  fteal  in  upon  them. 
"  An'i  when  afi<ed,  how  they  can  read  the  king's  lail  deciara- 
**  tion,  and  obfcrve  the  proniif'es  therein  made|  and  yet  dpubr, 
"  either  of  ilie  ellablifhrnenr,  or  tranqoillity,  of  thctr  ovn 
**  church  ?  They  anfwcr,  t!>at  being  -certain  fonjc  of  the  pro- 
f*  mifcs  will  be  broken,  they  find  reau>n  to  doubt,  whether  any 
"  of  ihcra  will  be  kept,  ^c.  3cc.''  Macpherfob's  State  Papers, 
1694. 

feafoDi 


tatioD 
Willi. 
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feafon,   the  duti€9    ef   loyalty    and    allegiance,  CHAP, 
from  a  refp%&  t<x  the  fubftantial  intcrefts  of  their  ,  j^y* 
country  and  religion, 

3«  The  government  of  William  in  EngUnd  Incresfmg 
grew  more  firm,  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  ""^po' 
James  more  languid,  and  their  efforts  to  rcftore  ^ 
him  more  remifs,  while  the  former  every  day 
gained,  and  the' latter  lod  reputation  among  fo- 
reign princes^.  Though  the  arms  of  the  confede- 
rates were  not  attended  with^  cxpeded  fuccefs,  yet 
fuch  was  the  addrefs;  of  William,  in  niaintaining 
their  union,  and  invigorating  their  refolutions^ 
in  contrmng  expedients  to  repair  their  misfor- 
tunes, and,  above  alU  fuch  was  the  indefati- 
gable perfeverance  of  his  fpirit,  that  he  ftill  rofe 
in  their  efteem  and  confidence.  Not  only  the 
confederate  prince?,  united  to  him  by  intcreft, 
bat  his  enemies  themfelves,  gave  various  and 
ilriking  teftimonie^  of  their  being  aftoniflied  and 
overawed,  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  defigns,  and 
the  pre-eminence  of  his  abilities.  Upon  a  falfc 
report  of  his  death,  the  mod  indecyit  expref- 
fions  of  joy  and  exultation  ^ere  publicly  exhi- 
bited in  France,  as  if,  by  that  event  aloni?,  the 
whole  power  of  the  confederacy  had  been  an- 
nihilated, and  the  on'y  obHacle  to  the  ambition 
of   Lewis    removed  *  \.       The    ambaffadors    oiF 

Jame$ 


y '  **  Returning  from  SeaaXi  wJih  th?  marquis  of  Seignalai, 
/*  in  the  eveoing  after  the  news  of  the  prince  of  Orange  bein;; 
•*  killed,  we  were  furprifed  to  find  the  ftrcets  filled  with  bon- 
**  fires  and  images  of  the  prince  of  Oiunge  in  llraw,  which^thcy 
*•  threw  into  the  fire,  while  ihcy  drank  to  the  liealth  of  the- 
''  ^^^gy  «ind  compelled  all  that  paffeit  to  do  the  fame.  This 
**  geneiaJ  rejoicing  was  not  difcouorcnan'ced  by  the  court, 
*«  where  the  principal  miniilers  were  under  the  iknie  mifUke. 
•*  Nothing  could  more  emphatically  exprefs  the  terror  of  the 

Daiue 
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C^^P*  James  could  not  reftrain  themfelves  from  the  moil 

,^J^^^^  peevilh  complaints,  when  they  beheld  the  yenc 

ration  and  awe,    with   which  the   charader  of 

William    had  imprefied   the    court    of  France. 

Such  (ingular  evidences  of  refped  could  not  fail 

to  raife  the  dignity  of  his  charader  at  home,  and 

to  give  energy  to  his  government,  both   in  Hoi- 

m,^  con-  land  and  in   England.       On    tlie    other    hand, 

tempt  for  nothing  can  convey  a  more  lively  pickure  of  the 

***  ^^'   humiliating  fituation  and  debafed  credit  of  James, 

l^riv^.   ^^^^  ^^^  coldnefs  and  contempt,  with  which  his 

name  and  his  bufmefs  were  treated  at  the  court 

of  Rome*     No  fubjed  was  more  irkfoine  to  fuc- 

ceflive  popes,  than  any  application  in  bis  behalf. 

They  waved  any  converfation  that  tended  to  io^ 

troduce    it.       They   excufed    themfelves  from 

giving  him  any  pecuniary  aflillance;  and  iJ)  coo- 

cealed  the  contempt  of  their  hearts,  while  they 

fubftituted  prayers  and  exprei&ons  of   pity,  in* 

(lead  of  folemn   execrations  of  his  enemies  and 

n^ore  fubftantial  refentment,  expeded  in  return 


••  name  of  the  prince  of  Oran^e^  than  the  cxtravagiDCc  pT 
**  joy  with  which  his  enemies  received  the  news  of  Lis  death." 
Memoirs  et  Reflexions  fur  la  Rcgne  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  2^6. 

*'  The  confederates  coofefs,  that  had  the  priace  of  Graoge 
•*  been  driven  from  NamMr»  they  woald  have  *  abandoned  hhu ; 
•'  but  now  he  is  their  (aviour,  protcdlor,  and  idol.  All  »^c 
**  heroes  of  antiquity  were  but  his  precurfors,  and  to  triumpb 
••  over  the  king  of  France's  forefight,  and  Villeroy  and  Bouf- 
*'  flers,  is  fo  great  a  fupporttohis  reputation,  that  allhetecon- 
*•  pl.ude»  that  he  will  unite  the  Ittague,  and  get  from  EngW 
**  to  their  bodkins  and  tbimbJcs.  All  our  converfatioM  are 
•*  bringing  the  king  to  Rome,  which  God  forbid,  and  eftablifh- 
•*  ing  liic  prince  of  Orange  in  England  for  all  his  life.  Som^i 
''  who  appeared  very  fixed,  begin  to  fay,  that  he  muft  be  i 
•*  grc^l  man,  who  never  gives  oyer,  but  pufhes  on,  though  f'- 
*'  pelled  aj;ain  and  again ;  and  that,  at  Jad,  fuch  a  one  tnu^ 
*•  acoom).liih  his  dciigns,  which  is  to  humble  the  king  ct' 
f*  Trance,  and  to  transfer  all  thegloiy  of  that  king's  fortuoju 
•Vrcijn  to  hinifclf,**     I'enth's  letter,  2  jih  September,  1695. 

for 
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for  a  zeal,  which  had  facrificed  all  to  the  intereft  CHAP, 
of  popery.    The  earl  of  Perth,  the  ambafladcr  ,^J^Xl 
of  James,  -expreiTes    forrow    and    indignation, 
upon  finding  that  the  charader  and  exploits  of 
William  were  mentioned  with  admiration  by  the 
minifters  of  the  pontifical  court ; .  and,  that  fome 
of  them  were  fo  indelicate,  and  even  fo  prophane, 
as  to  infinuate  their  good  wiflies  for  his  fuccefs, 
and  for  their  expeflation  of  deriving  more  bene- 
fit to  the  papal  dominion  from  the  continuance 
of  his  authority,  though  he  was  an  heretic,  than 
from  the  relloration  of  James,  who  had  been  a 
martyr  to  their  faith.     He  defires  to  be  furniflied 
with  accounts  and  proofs    of  the  feverities  ex- 
ercifed  againft  the  Roman  catholics  in  Ireland,  in 
order  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  roufe  the  court 
of  Rome   from    that  criminal   ftupidity,    which 
rendered  her  at  once  fo  unconcerned  about  the 
fate  of  James  and  her  own  deareft  intereds  *^. 

Such 


**  "  The  declaration  here  was  jufl  fitted  for  the  prcfs,  but  Mr. 
**  Caprara,  after  the  advances  he  himfelf  made  to  get  it  fiQi(hed» 
"  alleged  ufiexpe^ed  difficuicies,  fo  that  it  is  now  laid  afide. 
"  Many  here  pretend  great  inward  zeal  in  their  prayers  far 
**  the  king  ;  but,  if  they  do  pray,  they  do  it  fo  as  not  to  be 
*'  fecn  of  men^  either  in  their  clofcts,  or,  perhaps,  the  prinai- 
**  tive  grottoes  and  catacombs."  Litcott's  Letter  to  Melfori, 
June  i7.th,   1692. 

••  I  took  occafion  to  (how  myfelf  laft  week  to  the  pope  ;  who, 
•*  having  been  prepofTtfled  by  the  houfe  of  Au(!ria  in  fome 
"  points  of  ntws  to  James's  difadvantage,  he  afkeJ  what  my 
'I  letter  faid,  cxprclling  at  the  fame  time  fome  difference  as  to 
•*  the  French.  J  anfwered  the  be  ft  I  could,  but  all  by  conjec- 
**  ture,  having,  my  lord,  not  had  the  ieaft  word  of  any  tiling 
"  flnce  I  came  thither."     Id  2,th  June,  1692. 

"  I  can  eafily  jcrceive,  thiit  all,  who  are  well  afiefted  to  the 
**  Houfe  of  Audria,  try,  by  all  means,  to  perfuade  the  pope, 
'*  that  the  prince  of  Orange  is  no  enemy  to  the  catholics  i  but 
•*  only  Itrivet  to  maintain  his  acquifuion  of  the  government  of 
'*  England.^'  The  Eail  of  Perti/s  Letter  from  Rome,  9tli 
Msy»  l6v>*     Mac|/herf(^n*s  State  l^aptrs. 

z  Joooceot 
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CHAP. Such    experience    of   defertion   and    contempc, 
^^'     where  James  expeflbd  applaafe  and  cordial  ad- 
^"^'"^'^  hercnce,  tended  to  fubvett  all  refped  for  fais  cha- 
rader  amdng  his  Englifh  fobjeds,  and  to  check 
that  bolduefs  of  enterprife,    which   alone  could 
retrieve  his  intereft  from  the  low  ebb  into  wfaidb 
it  had  funk. 
Various         4.  Some  of  ihofe  events,  which  were  deemed 
cvcnis       mod  propitious  to  the  views  of  James,  operated 
^^'tri-      ^^  ^  contrary    effeft;  and,   by  diminiflnx^  Ac 
bated  uh    number  and  influence  of  his.  remaining  friends, 
cxpedtedly  finally  confirmed  his  degradation  and  exile.    If 
toftrength.  the  frequent  abfence  of  William  frotti  the  feat  of 
^^J^°'^  government  invited  the  difaffeded  to  coirfpimy 
racnt.       an^  infurredion,  the  prudence  and  moderatkn, 
with  which  Mary  difcharged  the  trufl  of  the  re- 
gency, gained  friends  among  every  party  in  die 
nation.    By  devolving  the  reins  of  go^FomiiMii! 
into  the  hands  of  the  queen^  William  not  only 
enjoyed  a  refpite  from  the  turbulence  of  fadion, 
but,  upon  his  return,  found  the  violence  of  par- 
ties abated,  and    the  vigour  of  governmeht  re- 
newed.    The  executive  government,  occafionaHy 
delegated  to  the  daughter  and  neareft  heir,  more 
eafily   reconciled  tlie  friends  of  hereditary  right 
to  the  new  Settlement,  becaufe  it  required  only  a 

Innocent  XI  received  coldly  an  application  made  by  Janes, 
to  give  father  Pctre  a  cardinal's  hat.  '  Innocent  XI.  and  Alex- 
ander VI.  abfolutely  refufcd  to  contribute,  by  pecuniary  aid,  to 
the  tefloration  of  James;  and  Innocent  XII  »  who  was  brner 
atTcded  to  him,  often  waved  his  applications »  and  afCfled  him 
in  money,  only,  with  a  penurious  hand.  Monthly  Mercury, 
December  16S8,  April  1689,  and  palUm. 

'*  Give  me  a  fure  account  .of  what  is  doing  to  binder  the 
**  children  of  catholics  from  being  bred  up  in  the  catholic  relij;*- 
**  on,  and  you  would  furnifh  me  with  a  new  occafton  of  ftirring 
*'  up  his  holinefsto  mind  the  confcrvatiun  of  that  little  remnant 
••  0/  truth  that  rcfts  among  you.'\    l*cah*s  Letter,  169$. 

flight 
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flt^t  deTUiti<m  from  their  principles.  A  zeal  for  C  H  A  P. 
the  proteftant  religion,  and  a  follenng  attention  ^^* 
to  the  dmrch  of  England,  accompanied  with  ex- 
emplary piety,  gained  the  political  fupport  of  the 
hierarchy,  and  the  aiFe£tions  of  the  true  friends 
of  religion  and  virtue.  In  thefe  views,  the  death 
of  the  queen  was  naturally  confidered  as  an  event 
fatal  to  the  new  fettlement,  and  feemed  to  open 
certain  hopes  of  fuccefs  to  thofe,  who  were  in- 
terefted  for  the  exiled  king.  So  much  did  they 
calculate  upon  the  augmentation  of  ftrength, 
which  was  likely  to  redound  from  the  death  of 
the  queen,  that  they  began  to  lower  their  de- 
mands for  foreign  aid,  and  reprefented  in  their 
memorials  to  the  French  king,  that  the  friends  of 
James,  reinforced  only  with  ten  thoufand  men, 
wouid  be  fufficiently  powerful  to  reftore  their 
nailer  to  his  rights  and  dignity  ^\  But  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  other  conjedures,  the  correfpondents 
of  the  court  of  Saint  Germains  were  deceived  ; 

*'  Middletoiv's  Letter,  13th  January  1695.  «  Wlien  Jame« 
**  bear^l  of  the  death  of  his  daughter,  he  had  long  conferences 
**  with  the  king  of  France,  and  letters  were  immeoiiitcly  d\(* 
«*  patched,^  to  try  whether  any  tares  might  be  fovvn  among  the 
««  Eogliih/'    Monthly  Mercury,  January  1695. 

**  The  French  believe  that  they  (hall  gain  more  by  the  death 
*^  of  the  queen  of  England,  than  they  have  lod  by  the  death 
«*  of  marihal  Luxembourg  They  look  upon  this  accident  not 
**  only  as  an  obftacle  to  prevent  the  king  of  England's  return 
*'  ioM>  tJie  Low  Countries  ;  but  as  an  opportunity  to  few  new 
**  feeds  of  difconrd,  aod  to  find  the  Englifh  work  enou|>h  at 
•«  home  among  tbemfelves."    Ibid.  1695. 

So  fanguine  were  the  expciflations  of  the  correfpondents  of 
James,  upon  the  death  of  the  queen,  that  rhey  wrote  to  him  in 
ihe  following  words :  '<  The  great  alterations,  occafioned  by 
*'  the  death  of  the  priocefs  of. Orange,-  have  fo  broken  and 
**  divided  the  ftrength  of  the  government,  that  ten  thoufand 
**  men  are  more  now  in  propoition  to  its  preflnt  ftrength  tfiaif 
.  **  thiny  thousand  were  before,  &c.'*  Reafons  offered  for  mak- 
ing a  Defcent  upon  England.  Macphtrrfoc's  State  raper?, 
1693. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  froih  the  death  of  the  queen,  the  new  fettle* 
^^y^  roent  derived  the  acceffion  of  a  party,  who  were 
^''^^^'^^  fecretly  hoftile  to  theperfonal  intereft  of  the  king, 
and  who  publicly  oppofed  thofe  political  meaforcs 
to  which  he  was  partial.  During  the  life  of  he: 
fifter  Mary,  healthy  and  little  fuperior  to  herlclf 
in  age,  the  princefs  Anne  entertained  a  venr 
diilant  and  precarious  profped  of  ever  inheritiD; 
the  crown  of  England.  At  an  early  period  after 
the  revolution,  the  relentings  of  aSeflioa  began 
to  work  upon  her  mind,  and  at  laft  feemed  to 
have  fubdued  the  impulfe  df  ambition.  She 
wrote  to  her  father,  earneftly  imploring  forgiyc- 
nefs  and  reconciliation,  and  promifed  to  oonfirm  | 
the  fmcerity  of  her  repentance,  by  a  firm  adbe* 
rence  to  the  duties  of  loyahy  and  natural  affedion. 
*While  (he  remained  under  the  impreffion  of  thefe 
fentiments,  a  numerous  body  of  the  tories, 
'  attached  to  her  family  and  interefts,  oppofed 
the  inclinations  of  the  court;  and  fome  of 
them  confulted  with  the  friends  of  her  father 
about  meafures  for  his  reft  oration  *  *.  1  he  death 
'  of  her  fitter,  and  the  near  profped  of  a  crown, 
threw  out  new  and  powerful  temptations  to  roufe 
and  aftuate  the  ambition  of  the  princefs  Anne. 
Refolutions,  which  could  only  be  fulfilled  in  the 
humble  Itation  of  a  fubjeft,  were  renounced, 
and  all  the  fcheme  and  addrefs  of  h.r  friends 
were  employed  to  remove  every  obftruftioa  to 
her  approaching  dignity.  From  that  moment 
the  political  interefts  of  William  and  the  princefs 
Anne  were  interwoven  :  both  were  to  be  promoted 
y>y  the  fame  p'ans,  and  by  the  fame  inftruments. 
The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  princefs  Anne 
was  the  firft  link  in  that  chain  of  fucceffion,  whici 
William  defired  to  eftablilh,  not  only  forhiso^'fl 

*•  Life  of  James,  paffiiD*    .  ^  . 

ialetf, 
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fafety,  but  for  thp  future  fecurity  of  that  fibricCH  AP; 
of  government  which  he  had  faved  from  ruin. .  ^\:_ 
It  was  only  by  adopting  the  fame  principles,  by 
approving  and  extending  the  A€t  of  Settlement, 
and  by  fupporting  the  title  of  William,  that  the 
princefs  could  hope  to  afcend  the  thrdne,  in  ex- 
clufion  of  her  fatheri  Hence  an  external  recon- 
ciliation, which  anfwered  all  the  purpofes  of  cor- 
dial attachment,  tuok  place  between  her  and 
William  after  the  death  of  Mary ;  and  their 
friends  co-operated  in  the  fame  political  defigngi 
This  coalition  not  only  fixed  a  great  proportion 
of  that  intereft,  which,  in  the  early  part  of  his 
reign,  had  been  vibrating  between  Anne  and  th^ 
banifhed  king  ;  but  became  productive  of  mea* 
furcs,  which  eflfedually  barred  the  return  of  the 
latter,  and  fecured  the  eafy  defcent  of  the  (rrown 
to  a  line  of  proteftant  fucceiTors. 

The  diflblution  of  the  fecond  parliament,  of 
the  triennial  bill,  which  accelerated  that  meafure^ 
"WM  coincident  with  the  death  of  Mary,  and  pro- 
dudive  of  fimilar  eife^s^  becaufe  it  operated^ 
contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  malecontehts, 
to  increafe  the  friends  and  ftrength  of  the  nevt 
fettlement«  Though  a  powerful  party  in  the 
commons  oppofed  the  inclinations  of  the  court,  yet| 
by  a  feries  of  refolutions  and  meafures,  in  the 
courfe  of  five  fucceffive  fcllions^  the  fecond  par- 
liament became  fo  far  engaged  upon  the  fide  of 
the  prefent  government,  that  it  was  not  to  be  ex-^ 
peded,  upon  the  event  of  James's  landing  in 
England,  they  would  be  prevailed  upon  either  to 
acknowledge  him,  or  indirectly  to  promote  his  in- 
tereft,  by  withholding  from  William  the  pecu- 
niary aid  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  tp 
grant  with  a  liberal  hand.     1  he  war  with  France^ 

Kfc  in 
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C  H  AP.  in  pteihicularj  a  principal  obftniaion  to  the  hopes 
J^y^  of  James^  a  great  majority  of  bdth  boufeB  bad 
approved  of,  and  ftill  feemed  inclined  to  fupport. 
}t  was  likewife  rleafonable  td  fdppolb^  that,  as  die 
favours  of  the  cobrt  flow  through  the  cfaanneU  of 
parliamentary  intetcft,  fo  the  difpeofation  of 
thefe  favours,  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  mnft 
necefiarily  have  procured  to  the  king  a  powtrfiil 
Infljuence  over  the  prdent  reprefisntativcs  of  the 
nation,  which  would  be  iofl  and  deftroyed  te  a 
new  parliament^  uninterefted  in  the  pad  fi^^eft- 
fureS)  and  unbiafled  by  the  experience  bounty 
of  the  court.  Attending  to  thefe  circtimfttDces^ 
wfe  are  not  furprifcd  to  find,  khat  Jam«  and  his 
friends  confidefed  the  continuance  tf  the  ficond 
parliament  as  aA  linfurmountable  barrier  to  their 
expei^ations ;  and  that,  in  many  of  the  memo- 
rials tranfmitted  from  Saint  Ger'mains^  it  h  tar- 
neftly  inculcated  upofa  the  agents  of  tfrat  court, 
to  cberiih  the  difcontents  in  England,  and  fd  ex- 
ert  their  utmoft  endeavours  toaccoj^nplifh  a  gene- 
ral eledion* '.  The  complaints  of  the  pec^c  did 
nor,  at  that  period,  require  the  culture  6f  foreign 
influence.  The  fufplcion,  and  at  lafl  the  detec- 
tion, of  enormous  corruption^  roufed  the  nation, 
almoft  with  one  voice,  to  call  for  the  e^ftriiffion 
pf  their  repfefenta'tives.  Both  houfes  were  con* 
Arained,  by  the  importunity  of  the  people,  and  a 
refpeft  to  decency,  to  introduce,  ais  We  have  feen, 
difterem  meafures,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
a  diffohition  6f  the  fecond parliament.  The  death 
of  the  queen,  knd  a  demand  of  large  fnpplies, 
obliged  the  king  to  confent,  with  reluftance,  to 
a  bill,  which  he  canfidered  as  equally  fatiil  to 

^9  Mlddlcton's  letter,  13th  January,  1695, 

his 
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hfe  prefeht  fti|!ueiice  4fid  futuf 6  pbwey,     In  this^HAK 
appi'ehenfian,  both  the  kiiig  and  hi^  etiemlts  were^^^^l^ 
miUakei^,  a^fopa  slppeiired  llrom  the  effeia  of  Ac 
trieanial  a^  flp6n  the  temper  of  th?  najiqn.     T^e 
near  apprbath,  and  frequent  return  pf  e/.e^ljons, 
obviouny  advaifyred  the  political  conf(?quetice  of  ^11 
orders  of  ttien  In  the  (late.     WhP^  parliament 
fubAfted  during  the  pleafure  of  thje  foyereien,  jts 
coniieaioil  with  the  pepple  was  gradually  leuened, 
iis  obligations  &nd  attachn^eiit  to  the  crown  were 
daily  (treiigthened  ;  and  a  qualification  to  vote  for 
a  reprefentative  might  remain  dormant  with  the 
poflfeflbr,  without  his  having  once,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  life,  an  opportunity  of  cxercifing  it,  either 
for  the  purpofe  of  private  advantage,  or  the  con- 
troland  chaftifement  of  abufed  power.     The  at- 
tention and  diligence  of  the  difaffe£led,  hitherto 
occupied  in  thwarting  government,  and  contriving 
-meafures  for  the  reftoration  of  James,  were  now 
transferred  to  a  nearer  and  lefs  dangerous  obieft, 
while  many  of  them  became  candidates  for  a  mare 
of  political  influence,  from  which  they  had  been 
hitherto  excluded.     The  greater  number  regarded 
the  queftibn  of  a  perfonal  right  to   the  crown, 
abilra^ed  from  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  as  a 
difpute  frivolous  and  uninterefting.     They  could 
not  hefitate  for  a  moment  about  preferring  an 
imperfeft  and  exceptionable  title,  fraught  wirh 
lading  benefit  to  the  conftitution,  to  the  claims 
of  hereditary  right,  involving  prerogatives  unde- 
fined and  deftructive  of  freedom.      Such  a  deep 
infringement  upon   the  influence  of  the  crown, 
as  was  obtained  by  the  triennial  bill,  they  were 
wi\  aware,    a  monarch,    of  James's    arbitrary 
principles  and  temper,  would  never  endure,     if 
he  regained  the  throne,  he  would  reclaim,   under 
a  fpecious  refpefk  to  juftice,  fuch  prerogatives  as 
Kk^  bad 
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CHAP,  had  been  torn  from  it,  without  the  confent,  and 

^  X^*     during  the  ezpulfion,  of  its  lawful  pofleflor.    A 

^"^^^^^^  new  pillar  of  liberty  was  eredled,  which,  con- 

ne£ted  with  the  occupanqf  of  the  prefent  king, 

fortified  his  throne,  both  with  the  siffectiom  and 

intereft  of  his  people.      After    this   period  the 

friends  of  James  declined  in  influence  and  zeal; 

correfpondence  with  him  was  interrupted;  the 

peace  of  Ryfwick  was  the  decifive  crifis,  which 

ratified  the  authority  of  William,  and  enfured  the 

;  benefits  of  the  Revolution  to  pofterity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        XVI. 


Jiljfolution  of  thificond  ParUanunt, — Summary  Views  of  its 
Proceedings  and  CbaraSfer.'^The  third  Parliament  meets^ 
— Bill  for  regulating  Trials  in  Cafes  of  Treajin  pajfi's. — 
The  Commons  addrefs  the  King  to  withdraw  a  Grant  in 
Favour  of  the  Barl  of  Portland^r^i  complies. — Proceed^ 
hgs  of  both  Houfes  with  rejpeet  to  an  j£l  of  the  Scotch 
Parliament  for  extending  the  Trade  of  that  Kingdom^—^ 
Bill  for  a  Council  of  Trade  to  he  nominated  by  Parlia^ 
nunt^tbe  King  offended  at  it, — An  Invafton  of  England . 
and  an  Infurre£fion  of  the  Malecontents  projeSled— prove 
abortive  ^in  confequence  of  Lewis  and  the  Malecontents 
having  been  deceived  with  refpeH  to  each  other* s  Intentions. 
— -^  Confpiracy  to  affajjinate  King  fVilliam. — Addreffes^ 
Afjociations^  and  other  Meafures  for  fecuring  the  Govern'- 
ment. — Trial  of  the  Confpirators. — Bill  for  attainting  Sir 
John  Fenwick^Debates    on    it — it   paffes.^  Campaign 
1  4q6  '■^Meafures  to  relieve  the   Embarrajfments  of  th$ 
HAfenue.^' Inquiry  concerning  Mifcarriages  at  Sea. 


IN  the  campaign  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  CHAP, 
and  ninety -five,  the  army  of  the  confederates     ^^'^^ 
was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French.     The  retaking    15^5. 
of  Namur  turned  the  balance  of  fucoefs  in  favour  Canipaigo 
of  the  former,  and  greatly  advanced  the  military  "^QV    ^ 
reputation  of  William.    In  Italy,  Cafal  furrendered     ^^^^  * 
to  the  duke  of  Savoy ;  in  Spain,  the  decline  of  the     July. 
French  power  was  manifefted  by  their  deferting 
Palamos,  and  contrading  their  frontier  to   the 
(own  of  Qironne.    The  £ngUfli  and  Dutch  fleets     Auguft. 

were 
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CHAP,  vere  every  where  an  over-match  for  the  French, 
y^       though  many  merchant  (hips  of  great  value  fell 
J 5^7*"  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  marred  that 
general  fatisfadion,  which,  otherwife,  muft  have 
arifen  from  the  profperous  turn  of  aflfairs '  • 
Diflbla-        The  king  recW-ned  to  ItenftngMn  t)n  the  tenth 
tecJd^^  Odober,  and  the  next  day  iffued  a  proclama- 
parlia-       tion  for  diflblving  the  prefent  parliament,  and  fum- 
mtnu       moning  another  to  meet  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
November.     He  had  obftinately  ftruggled  agaiaft 
th^  ttiennikl  bill,  not  only  to  avert  an  encroach- 
m&ht,  a$  he  believed,  upon  his  prerogative^  but 
from  th^  a^prehenfidn  of  not  finding  a  neW  par- 
liament oNequicMift  to  his  wiU,   partkniatty  in 
adt>ptin^  bil  fyftetH  of  f<>rieign  politics,  and  ap- 
provwig  t)f  the  e^htirnliaitce  of  itit  war.    Bat,  as 
thfere  was  ho  J)TbfpeEl  of  hrinigihg  it  to  a  c6aclu- 
iion  before  the  deifinitive  "expiration  of  the  prefBUt 
parliament,  there  occurred  obviaos  and  ftroiigTea- 
ions  for  anticipating  that  ^vent.    However  great 
thie  infliieBce  of  the<:oort  ift  the  pi«efeht  J>arHaweht 
hitd  been,  yet  ft  was  nkturatly  tb  be  e^peflred,  that 
the  Hhmediate  profpeft  6f  «fcpendaface  upon  their 
conttituents  wotild  operate  upon  the  members,  to 
the  di  minilhing  of  that  influence,  and  induce  thdfe, 
who  wiihed  to  maintain  their  political  didindion, 
to  humour  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  rather 
than  to  ftudy  the  inclinations  of  the  fovereign,  or 
tb  purfue  more  liberal  views  of  public  good»^    The 
dlffolutioh  of  parliaatent,  impauei;itly  deiired  by 
t)ie  people,  would  be  reckoned  a  gracious  exertioa 
of  the  prerogative,  ai^d  (Irengthen  the  intereft  of 
the  crown  at  the  approaching  general  ela^ioa. 
But  what,  perhaps,  as  much  as  anv  of  thefe  coafi- 
titrations,  determihed  the  ^n^  to  difmifs  his  feeoad 

.     '  -Life  of  WiU«in^*<,         .... 

parliamenti 
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p$ifS{Ma»aiU|  way  t^e  perpleipiy  and  iiiterru^iot  0  H  A  P. 
to  fAiblic  ^ufipefs,.  which  h^  fpr^f^W  vould  arjfc^  .^^^I^ 
at  a  feafoft  eminently  cntjcyal,  from  thofe  diia-     ^^^ 
greeable  inquiries  into  which  the  commons  had 
oit^red^  with  ttfye&  to  the  corruption  of  fame 
pf  (heir  meipbers,   and  from  which  they  cojuld 
not  recede,  .wjthoi^t  forfe^tii^g  all  claim  tQ  honour 
aiid  confiftfs^cy  *. 

The  biM^ner3  and  proceedings  pf  the  fecoo4  Summary 
parljiamenjt  of  WiUiam  furnifli  the  hiftoriaii  with  y»««^  «>f 
evqnts  aud  materials,  diftiagqifhed  not  only  by "'  ^^ 
their  loiportanqe,  but  by  theijr  novelty,  froniandcha! 
wl^at  had  occurred  in  any  former  pjeripd.  Though  radier. 
forfign  war,  and  the  extenripn  or  defence  of 
their  doHkipion^  upon  the  continent,  form  intereftr 
ing  fceqes  of  tijie  £pgU(h  hiftory,  yet  the  mea- 
fures,  renting  to  tjiem,  proceeded  frpm  the  ani- 
tatioii  qi  tb^  prwce,  rather  thw  from  any  con- 
certed plan  of  national  advantage,  and  were  di* 
rc^d  by  the  inclinations  of  the  court,  iiidepen^ 
d^tly  pf  the  advice  of  pp^riyiament,  which  had 
not  (hen  attained  to  any  regular  influence.  By 
this  par^am^nt^  foreign  war,  and  continental 
copn^xions,  were  (ir(t  adopted  as  a  capital  branch 
of  the  politic?iI  fyftem  of  Engljai>d.  A  fyftem,  fp 
complicated  in  its  nature  and  fo  comprehenfive 
wkh  re.(pe£t  to  Us  objefk,  involved  increafe  of  ex- 
pence,  s^nd  required  expedienis  and  refources, 
which)  before  that  time*  never  had  been  devifed 
or  exemplilied.  Hence  the  plan  of  borrowing 
and  foQdivg  was  iotroduiCi^d ;  and*  inftead  of 
rsujQng  the  fupplies  i^^celTary  for  carrying  on  the 
war  withx^  the  y^.ar,  fu.ad-s  were  eftablilhed  fqr 
paying  the  ii\tereft  of  th§m  aftn^ally,  ^nd  for 
dUchafglng  .th^  capita}  »t  s..rfimate  period.     The 

*  Burnet,   1695* 
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CHAP,  fttpplies,  raifed  upon  this  plan,  in  the  courfe  of 
,^^'     ^he  fecond  parliament  alone,  amounted  to  more 
160".    ^^^^  ^^^  double  of  what  had  been  granted  in  any 
^*    preceding  reign, 

,As  it  is  not  to  be  expefted,  that  either  indivi- 
duals or  focieiies  (hould  acquire  great  expertnels 
in  a  bufinefs,  with  refped  to  which  they  have 
derived  no  inftrudion,  either  from  their  own  ex- 
perience,  or  that  of  their  anceftors,  fo  the  fup- 
plies  were  conduced  with  great  error  and  extra- 
vagance by  this  and  fucceeding  parliaments.     The 
ways  and  means  propofed  were  feldom  adequate 
to  the  fums  to  be  raifed  upon  them ;  and,  as  ne- 
ceffary  confequences  of  this  error,  the  operations 
of  government  were  crippled,  its  credit  depreffed, 
and  the  article   of  future  fupplies  fwelled  to  an 
enormous  pitch,    from  the   neceffity  of  making 
good  the  deficiency  of  the  former.     Pofterity  muft 
lament,  that  many  millions  of  the  national  debt, 
with   which  we   are    loaded,   might  have  bees 
fpared,  while  the  patrimonial  interel^  of  our  an- 
iceftors,    who  were  then  upon  the  ftage,  would 
have   been  promoted,  if  calculations   had   been 
made  with  exadnefs,  fupplies  obtained  at  a  rea- 
fonabe  premium,  and  the  taxes  levied  with  nritl- 
nefs  and  juftice  K      The  difpofal  of  an  immcnfc 
revenue,    and  the  numerous  offices  to  which  it 
gave  birth,  brought  a  cfreat  acceffion  of  influence 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown  }  but  which  perhaps 
was  no  more  than  fufficient  to  fupport  the  new  go- 
vernment under  the  hard  ftruggles  to  which  it  was 
neceffarily    expofi^d;      Unfair    advantages    were 
taken    of   the    ftraitened   circumftances    of    the 
nation,  which  ftill  augmented  the  burden  of  the 
taxes.      ThQ  anfiplitude  of   the  revenue  excited 

*  Sinclair-. 

the 
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he  murmur  of  thofe,  from  whom  it  was  exzCted^  CHAP, 
md  the  avarice  of  thofe^  who  were  employed  in    ^J^ 
levying  or  .difburling  it.     The  (hare,  which  the 
rapacious  politician  deftined  for  bis  private  emo- 
bment,  appeared  only  a  mite,  taken  from  tha 
prodigious  mafs  of  the  public  treafure ;  and  no 
more  than  a  juft  compenfation  for  that  liberality, 
which  he  exercifed  at  the  expence  of  his  conftitu- 
ents.    As  parliament  acquired  more  regular  and 
extenfive  power  by  being  convened  annually,  and 
by  not  only  granting,  but  by  appropriating  and 
reyiewing,  large  fupplies,  fo  the  feat  of^t  mem- 
ber became,  more  than  ever  it  had  been,  a  lu- 
crative objed.    Hence  the  number  of  candidates, 
and  the  ardour  of  their  competition,  were  in- 
creafed,  when  any  vacancy  in  the  reprefentation 
happened.     The  eleftors  foon  perceived  their  own 
confequence,  raifed  the  price  of  the  favours  for 
which  they  were  foliated,  and  thus  the  chain  of  ^ 
corruption  was  completed.     From  the  difcoveries 
made  by  the  committee  and  commiifioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  public  accounts,  it 
was  too  evident,  that  corruption  had  entered  into 
every  department,  and  that  individuals  of  every 
party  were  ftained  with  peculation,  which  threw 
a  blemifh  upon  the  body  to  which  they  belonged. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  mercenary  confide- 
rations  contribute^?  with  their  avowed  principles, 
to  render  this  parliament  favourable  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.    That  war,  as  neceflary  to 
fupport  the  revolution,  brings  no  difcredit  upon 
thofe  who  approved  of  it ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  is  probable,  that  it  might  have  been  carried  on 
at  lefs  expence,  and  terminated  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, with  equal  advantage  to  the  nation,  if  pow- 
erful individuals  had  not  been  interelted  in  its 
prolongation 

The 
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CHAP*    Th<;  public  aA3,  pa&d  by  tbis  parliament,  r^ 

,  ^J^}^  hioi  mofx  ta  the  rcctr^fg  of  grievaaces,  than  lo 

^-     the  CTCoar^ifement  of  trade  aod  manafi|6kiira. 

^^      The  h^(ni^$  of  the  war^   anA  of  the   fupptiet, 

eecupied  fo  much  of  their  attention,  that  it  msf 

be  ccmfidertfil  as  an  apology  for  their  aoc  having 

'  ^ircQicA  their  thoughta  10  i^fis  of  intarod  im* 

provemeatt 

Though  they  did  not  gratify  tb^  kiog»  by 
graptmg  that  extent  of  tokraiion  which  he  wiAied 
to  eftaibMAr  yet  they  difcorered  iefs  feverity  agaiaft 
ifce  Romaft  catbuKcs,  than  what  prerailed  in  die 
former  and  (ncceediog  parliamental 

The  fcGond  parliament  of  William  is  entitled 
tQ  tile  graiteld  acknowbdgmenta  of .  pofteriKy, 
lor  their  repeated  cfforta  to  fecuxe  the  purity  and 
indf  pendonce  of  their  facceflbrs :  and  tbe  triea- 
nial  biU  will  remain  an  everlafting  tropby  of  Am 

,  ^  patriolii:  foccefs^  At  the  fame  time,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  &^  in<|iiiide8  into  oormptioas  and  public 
aufcarriagea-  wece  not  oitly  inftituted,  but  cobp 
idn^d,  fo  much  in  the  temper  of  party,  and 
from  the  iofiuence  <tf  faft^oat  mptkes,  that  thej 
were  as  Iktle  prodiiAive  iof  boiv>ttr  to  thofr,  wiiQ 
f>f Oifecuted  them,  as  of  advantage  to  the  aation. 
In  the  interval  between  the  difioiutton  and  the 
meeiwg  of  parlian^ent,  the  king  made  an  efibit 
to  extend  his  peribnal  influence,  by  mixing,  more 
t^han  be  had  hitherto  done,  in  public  companies 
and  amufements,  and  by  vifiting  fome  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  at  their  cauntry  feats.  Such, 
however,  was  the  incorrigible  cbyneis  and  re- 
ferye  of  Jiis  demeanour,  that  his  perficmal  con- 
yerfation  and  addrefs  added  little  tq  his  popu- 
larity ♦. 

Fcv 
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9^w  ptt'fDii^  fofpe£bedof  attachment  to  James,  CHAP. 
vMt  tetuTtted  iti  the  third  parliament  of  William  ;  ,^^^^Y!l^ 
but  in  the  Kft  of  the  new  members  were  many     ,5Qr. 
dligufted   wh%s,    who,   thoug^h    fuiHciently   in- 
cKaed  to  thwart  die  meafures  of  the  court,  did 
notmcsn  to  carrf  their  oppofkion  fo  far  as  to  in* 
jare  the  fafsty  ot  the  government  ^ 

No  material  change  in  adminiftration  had 
taken  phioe  daring  the  recefs  of  parliament. 
The  «ri«iei}eil  ^ces  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  woigs,  who  fmiSefftd  the  greateft  ftare  of  the 
confideace  stnd  private  f&voiir  of  the  king. 

Vht  third  patiiament  of  William  met  on  the  The  third 
twentyiecond  of  November.      M.  Foley,    "^i^o^^^ 
bad  iatea  chofen  speaker  of  the  honfe  of  com-  "*^"* 
motfs  Qfxm  the  expuifion  of  fir  John  Trevor,  was 
again  preferred  to  that  honour.    The  king  ex- 
prefieA  confidence  in  the  good  difpofition  of  his 
new  pariiament,  atul  of  then*  unanimous  zeal  tn 
the  pi ofecutson  ^f  the  war.     He  praifed  the  bra- 
very of  the  Eaglllh  troops,  whidi  had  fo  eflen- 
tially  cootribyfted   to  die  profperou^  change  of 
a£iifs.     He  ri^gretted  the  n^effity  of  demand- 
mg  as  large  iiij^lies  as  had  been  formerly  grant- 
ed.      He  'Gcraplained  of   the  deficiency  of  the 
funds,  and  of  the  debts  upon  the  civil  lift.     He 
recommended  the  French  proteftants  to  the  gene- 
tofity  of  the  nation.    He  reprefented  the  ill  ftate 
of  the  coin  as  an  additional,  but  neceflary  ex- 
pence,    which    demanded  the    attention  of  the 
<oinnionB. 

.Ab  the  former  parliament  bad  clofed  their  fer- 
vices  with  a  popuhr  ad,  fo  the  prefent  com* 
jttenced  their  political  career  with  a  meafure,  no 


'  Baroct. 

lefs 
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C IIAP.  lefs  ccmfonant  to  jultice^  than  to  the  geaeral  cfe- 
^XVI.     ^jj.g  ^f  j|jg   nation.     The  arbitrary  fpirit  of  tbe 
^jr     court,  during  the  two  preceding  reigns,  had  been 
.    mod  fignally  and  fatally  difplayed,  by  the  partia! 
condemnation,  and  cruel  punifliment,  of  perTofis 
agcufed  of   treafon»     Though  popular   indigoa- 
tion,  in   the  fird  inftance,    turned   agaiaft  the 
court  and  thofe  judges^  who  in£amou(Iy  had  fub- 
mitted  to  be  the  inftruments  of  its  corrupt  mea* 
{ures,  yet  to  the  impartial  inquirer  it  appeared, 
that  the  didemper  bad  a  deeper  root ;  and  that 
tbe   datutes,  as   they  dood,  afforded  un&ir  ad- 
vantages to  the  prince  and  his  miniders,  againft 
the  unhappy  fubjedis^  who  ihould  fall  under  their 
fafpicion^    and  become  the  dedined  vidinu  of 
their  refentment.     To  remove  or  to  mitigate  thefc 
feverities,  the  commons,  in  every  fuccei&ve  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  fmce  the  revolution^  bad  pro- 
pofed  fuch  amendments  and  regulations  refpefiing 
trials   for  treafon,   as  were  conformable   to  the 
_  practice  and  laws  of  England  in  the  cafe  of  other 
crimes.       The  jealoufy  of  the  court,  kept  alire 
by  peculiar  circumdances  of  danger,  and  the  op- 
pofition  of  tbe  lords,  covered  under  the  pretest 
of    amendments,   had    hitherto  frudrated  every 
bill  framed  with  this  view ;  and  difappoiuted  tbe 
reafonable  expe&ations   of  many  true  friends  i^ 
Bill  Tor     the  conditution.     The  fubjeQ:  was  now  refumcd 
^^?**^r^  by  the  commons,  with  a  fpirit,  which  evinced 
cafes  of     ^^^*'  earnednefs  and  refolution  to  purfue  it ;  for 
treaibn,     they  introduced  it  in  preference  to  all  other  bofi- 
abth  Nov-  ^^f'^  21^^  while  the  grant  of  fupply  was  yet  de- 
pending.    The  lords  debated  on  various  claufcf 
in  the  bill,  and  propofed,  as  an  amendment,  tb: 
$ill  the  peers  fcould  be  fummoned  to  the  trial  of  a 

pec; 
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peer*.    The  commons,  anxious  to  obtain  ^^^^?,^.^' 
objed  of  the  bill,   agreed  to  the  amendment.  ^^J^^ljv, 
The  king,  unwilling  to  enter  into  hoflilities  with  .  |<3^|.. 
a  new  parliament,,  aflented,  though  he  privately  ^  id  jaru- 
wilhed  to  poftpone  the  reformation  of  the  treafon  ary,  16969 
laws,  till  government  had  attained  to  a  more  ad-  p^^^* 
vanced  ftage  of  vigour  and  tranquillity*       The 
important  claufes  of  the  new  aft  were,  that  per- 
fons  indifted  for  high,  treafon  Ihould  be  fumilhed 
with  a  copy  of  their  indictment  five  days,  and 
with  $1  copy  of  the  panel  of  the  jurors  two  days, 
previous  to  their  trial :  that  they  (hould  be  ad- 
mitted to  make  their  defence  by  counfel :  that 
the  oath  of  two  witneflfes  (hould  be  neceffary  to 
found  an  indiftment :  that  every  indiftment  (hould 
be  reftrifted  to  crimes  committed  within  the  pe- 
riod of  three  years  preceding  the   time  of   its 
being  found,  and  the  evidence  confined  (Irlftly 
to  the  charges  exprefled  in  the  indidment :  that 
the  accufed  (hould  have  like  procefs  to  compel 
their  witnefles  to  appear  for  them,  as  is  ufually 
granted  to  witne(res   againft   them :  and  finally, 
that  no  evidence  (hall  be  admitted  to  any  covert 
ad  that  is  not  exprefsly  laid  in  the  indidment. 

However  much  this  bill  may  appear  to  be 
founded  upon  the  eifential  principles  of  juflice, 
yet  the  fuccefs  of  it  was  confidered  as  an  cvider.ce 
of  the  declining  influence  of  the  court. 

The  unfavourable  temper  of  the  commons  to- The  com. 
wards  the  king  was  difplayedby  a  mcafure,  which  ^^y  ^^" 
at  pnce  controlled  the  gratification  of  his  private  j^;^^*^^^^ 
affedion,  and  limited  the  exercife  of  his  prerog^-  w.  h  .'nw 
tive.     After  the  lait  prorogation  of  parliament,  *  grnm  «'i 
he  had  conferred,  upon  the  earl  of  Portland  and^f^^'^"'"''^  . 
his  heirs,  a  grant  of  the  lordfliips  of  Denbigh,  ^^^1^.^^^^,^ 

'  Journ.  Lordsy  a3d  Deceniber. 

Bromfield, 
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C  H  A  P.  Bromfidd,  and  Tale*  The  geatboien,  urhofe 
^J^^J^  interefts  were  itnmediateiy  affe&d  by  this  gnat, 
.  peticioned  the  lords  of  the  treaftiry,  dvtmg  die 
^^*  king's  abfence,  reprefenttng,  that  the  propoiy 
transferred  was  unalietiabk ;  tbat  the  graot-be- 
ftowed  an  extent  of  influence  dangieroos  in  the 
hands  of  a  fubjeft,  ^d  was  already  af^fopriated, 
in  part^  to  the  falaries  of  judges^  and  other  cfen- 
tial  offices  of  government.  The  commiflloners 
of  the  treafury  were  fo  much  impreflfed  with  the 
arguments  produced  in  fiipport  of  thefe  allega- 
tions, that  they  engaged  to  recommend  the  fub- 
j^d  to  his  majelly's  ferious  confideratioii.  As 
more  than  a  month  had  now  elapfed  fince  his  re- 
turn, and  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  this  bufineis 
had  received  no  fatisfa£tion'  with  refpeft  to  bis 
purpoFe  of  recalling  the  grant,  they  now  applied 
by  petition  to  the  l^ufe  of  commoas.  After  due 
confideration,  the  commons  ttnanimoufly  agreed 
to  addrefs  the  king  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  grant  to 
the  earl  of  Portland ;  and  with  their  pcdtion  be 
He  com-  complied,  profeffing  not  to  have  been  aware  of 
1^  "•  the  objeftions  to  which  the  grant  was  liable  ^ 
If  the  excefs  and  irregularity  of  his  majefty's 
bounty,  in  this  inilance,  excited  popular  cla- 
mour, and  expofed  him  to  the  mortificatioQ  of 
being  difappointed,  the  early  and  important  fer- 
vices  of  the  earl  of  Portland  juftified  a  more  than 
common  attachment,  lefiened  the  improptiety  of 
the  metliod  by  whidi  it  was  exprefied,  and  ought 
to  have  prevented  that  perfonal  afperity,  with 
which  the  oppoficion  to  it  was  conduced  *• 


7  Journ.  Commons,  14th,  17th,  23d  January. 
*  See  Speech  of  Mr.  Price  i  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  619. 
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To  a^peafe  the  difcontents  of  the  Scots,  the  ^  H  A  f. 
king  had  been  perfuaded  to  approvt^  of  an  afk  of  ^  j^  V^^ 
their  parliameht^  et-e&iog  a  cooipaiiy  fot-  trading    ^^^^ 
to  Africa  aiud  the  Kaft  indies.     This  indulgence  Proceed- 
to  Scotland    had    immediateiy   excited  general  ■'^gs  of 
alariA  among  his  Englifh  fubjeds^  and  was  grie-  ^\ 
veuiiy  complained  of  by  the  Eaft  India  compatiy^  whh  re- 
as  a  violation  of  their  charter^  and  rdinous  to  fyea  to  as 
their  intet-eft ;  and  it  >^as  expededi^  that  partia-  ^  <^  ^^ 
Bient  would  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  re-  ^j^^^ 
prefeatifig  to  the  king  the  fentiments  of  hi«  peo-  m^«tVfor 
pie*    The  lords  entered  at  an  .early  period  up^n  cxtcadio^ 
thie  toBfideratioh  of  this  bufinds^    aad  agreed  ^^^  ^^^^ 
upon  an  addr efs^  in  which  the  commons,  alfo  c<Hi-  ^^^^ 
curredy  fetting  forth  the  feveral  cllufes  of  the  a^  *  *    "" 
confidered  by  them  as  prejudicial  to  the  Irad^  of 
England,  in  general^    and  to   that   of  the  £aft 
Iflidia  tompany,  in  particular  ^.     The  king  vin^ 
dicated  bimfelf,  by   throwing  the  blame  of  this 
u&  upon  his  Scotch  minifters,  whom  he  imme« 
diately   difmiired;  and  exprefled  bis  defire,  that 
remedies  might  be  found  out  far  preventing  the 
inconveniences    apprehended    by    bis     fubjefts. 
The  commons,  not  thinking  thefe  conceifjons  fuF- 
ficient,  determined  to    exercife  their  refehtment 
againfl:  the  directors  of  the  Scotch  trading  Com- 
pany; and  refolved  that  they  fliould  be  impeach- 
ed of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours  ' "". 

The  fevere  lofs  which  the  trade  of  England  had  Bin  for 
fuAained  in  every  preceding  year,  and  particularly  ^  c^ndi 
the  laft,  had  brought  heavy  reflections  upon  ad- ?^  ^'^'**^^  ^ 
miniftration ;  and  feemed  to  require  an  cftabliihed  n.^edTy 
|)lan  for  calling  to  account  thofe  perfons,  who,  pariia' 
by  treachery  or  negled  of  iruft,  were  acceflbry  to  "^"'• 

•  Joarn.  Cominons,  i4th  Dec.  1695. 

^^  JoMtD.  Qomm;ias,  2ii[  jAniiAtw,   1695. 

■  .  ^  the 
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CHAP,  the  public  misfortunes.     The  commons,    after 
.^^  ,  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  refpefi  to 
1696.    ^^^^^9  refolved  that  a  council  (hould  be  eftabliflid 
for  fuperintending   it ;    and    that    this    council 
^  (hould  be  nominated   by   parliament  '  •  •      Thk 

ofFende'd    ^^^^^tire    vas  confidered  by  the   king   and  his 
atiu         friends  as  a  dired  invafion  of  the  prerogative ; 
which,  if  permitted  in  one  inftance,  would  open 
a  door  for  future  encroachments,  highly  pernici- 
ous to  the  influence  of  the  crown.     If  parliament 
wrefted  one  branch  of  the  executxYe  gov^enunesr 
out  of  his   hands,  they   might  progreffively  ex- 
tend their  aflauits  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the 
prerogative,  and  effe£fc  a  total  change  of  the  con- 
lUtution  '  *.     In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon 
this  bill  the  whigs  generally  oppofed  it,  and  the 
tories   fupported   it :    a   ili iking  inftance  of  the 
prevalence   of   perfonal   attachment   againft  the 
avowed  principles  of  party.     The  fupport  which 
the  bill  met  with,  and  the  averfion  which  the 
king  exprefled  agaiaft   it,  would  probably  have 
been  productive    of  great    internal   difcord,   if 
events    of    a  more  ferious  nature  had  not    ec- 
groffed  the  vigorous  application  of  both  houfes  ui 
parliament  '  \  ^ 

Many  circumftances  concurred,  at  the  death  of 
the  queen,  to  infpire  the  agents  of  James,  ia 
England,  with  more  favourable  hopes  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  parties  towards  the  intereft  of  their 
mafter,  and  to  ilimulate  his  friends  to  make  foase 
immediate  attempt  for  accomplifhing  his  rellora. 
tion.  They  were  fenfible,  at  the  fame  time,  ih;t 
no  fuccefs  could  be  expe&ed  without  the  aid  cf 

'  ■   Journ.  Com.  2i(l  Jan.  iilh  and  iSth  Feb.  jdMvdu 

■*  Burnet,  1696, 

» »   iUlph,  vo!.  ii.  JL  624; 

French 
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J'rench  troops;    and,   therefore,  that  it  was  inCHAP, 
vain    to    lay  down  any  plan  for  that  purpofe, ,  ^1'^ 
vrithout  the  approbation  of  Lewis.     Great  pains     ,5^^ 
were  taken,  to  convey  to  him  the  mod  favourable 
impreffions  of  the  number  and   ftrength  of  the 
nialecontents  in  England,  and  to  reprefent  to  him 
che  advantage  tnat  would  accrue  to  himfelf  by 
overturning    the     go^rilment    of    William'*. 
Thefe  reprefentations,  however,   did  not  obtain 
that  attention,  which  was  expeded  by  the  pef- 
fons  who  urged  them.     The  fuccefs  of  the  French 
arms  in  Spain  during  the  campaign  of  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  ninuty-four,  the  inaclivity 
of  the  troops  of  the  empire,  far  fuperior  in  num- 
bers, and  the  profpeft  of  detaching  the  duke  of 
Savoy  from  the  grand  alliance,  flattered  Lewis 
with  the  expeftations  of  viftories  and  acquifitioris 
up^n  the  continent,  which  would  more  immedi- 
ateiy  redound  to  his  own  perlbnal  glory,  and  the 
cxtenfion  of  his  dominions.      The  death  of  the 
duke  of  Luxembourg,  the  ableft  general  in  his 
fervice,  the  adverfe  events  of  the  campaign  of 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- five,   and 
particularly    the   lofs    of    Namur,    difappointed 
thefe  hopes ;  and  gave  a  turn  to,  continental  af- 
fairs highly  favourable  to  the  allies.     In  this  fitur  An  inra- 
ation  the  French  king  began  to  liften  to  the  fug-  fioo  of 
geftions  of  the  agents  of  James,  who  aifured  him  ^"giaod 
that  ihe  malecontents  in  England  were  ready  to  f^p^eft  *°* 
make  an  infurreftion;    provided  they   could  be  of  the 
aflured  df  his  reinforcing  them  by  a  defcent-upon  malccon- 
their  coaft.     Preparations  were  now  made  for  that  J^"^«  pro- 
purpofe:    tranfports  were  provided:  troops,    to-'^      » 
the  amount   of    twenty   thoufand,    were   drawn 
from  the garrifons,  and  ordered  to* march  to  the- 


*  ^  Micpherfoj)'!  Stttc  Piipersy  169^. 

L  1  vicinity 
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t  H  A  I**  yicjiiity  of  D.unkirK  aiuj  Calp^^s :  tj^e  ^j^ei^  Bfict 
^^^yj^  fron^  Toulon  was  ordered  round  to  3jeft.  J^unfS 
i6c6  Te^^ired  to  Calais,  to  be  i^  reaclinefs  to  .e;;qibl^^^^ 
2d  Mkrch.  for  England  as  foon  as  hfs  prefence  fhpul^  be  it- 
prove        qi^ired  there  '  ^ 

abortive,    •   rj.^jj^  expedition,  prepared  with  great  induflry 
In  confc-    a^d  at  jgxeat  expence,  and  brojight  t.Q  the  very 
qucncc  of  eye  of  execution,  proved  abortive,  from   a  mii"- 
^^^'*?"^  take  oi>'  ttie  part  of  Lewis,  whjch  Jamc?  hjjfjnei* 
contTnia'  ^^^^  ^h^  firmnefs  nor  the  candojur  to.correft.    The 
having      more   readily  to   allure  the  affiftance  pf  hcwiu 
been  dt-    Janie?  had  rather  exaggerated  the  dcfcripiioi^s  ot 
*^^-' ihf       the  ftrengti^   and   profp^rify  of  his  tn^n^f  ;  a^i 
f^ato     hsid  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  affure  him,  jhjgt  they 
each         y^eie  prepared  to  begin  an  infurr.ejftion,  as  foon 
other's  in- as  they  mould  be  encouraged  tp  hope  for  ^y  re- 
tentions,   jxifgrcement  from  France.     -The  cpr^menccmai 
of  an  infurredion  in  England  w,a$  tjie^j^on:  un> 
derflpod  by  Lewis  to  hp  the  condition  and  jSt^zl 
of  his  interference;  and  he  never  intended  that 
his  troops  fhould  cmbarK>  ti))  be  bad  r^cejved  in- 
iprmatipn  of  thajt  eyisnt  haviiig   a^u^lly  ta^ 
place.      The  malecoutents^  pn  fhp  pthje'r  haQ<i» 
w.ere  led  to  believe,  that  they  w^re  oqly  expeded 
tp  tak^  up  ^rp\s  when  jthe  French  (hould  app^r  on 
the  Engliih  coaft.     James  wa$  pot  |gpoij»DX  of  thii 
*miftake  j  but  he  yas  afraid  to  ix^dpf^eivc  Lcif is, 
left  it  (hould  pcc^fion  the  innerruptipn  or  .d^dfirpn- 
tinuance  pf^  thofe  preparations,  wliich  ?eerc  cdlTcn- 
tial  to  his  own  fucceis  *  *.      In  the  vieaii  while, 
the  dujce  of  JJerwkk^  thie  ngitural  Iba  of  Jame», 
wasfent  into   England,  to  Aimulate  the  ^evolu- 
tions and  activity  of  his  father '$  friends,  and  to 
perfuacic  them  to  go  beyond  their  Jfirft' engage- 

•s  Hifloirc  de  Francu     Oldmixon. 
'*  A  larphcrfon's  State  Papers,   1C96 

ments. 
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tnents,  %ttfkiiig  vfp  »rins,  TX^khdirt  waiting  ^orCH,\P. 
the  arrival  of  t:he  FVeach   fleet,  ih   2(ffu-ra1»ce  of    ^^ '; .. 
fupfwM't  before  they  could  be  in  any  danger  of  ^^5^^ 
being  Attack<*d  by  tiie  army  of  WiUiam:     The 
d4ikc  of  Berwick^  though  neither  deficient  in  the 
ipirit  of  enterprife,  nor  in  afticiety   to  extricate 
his  father  from   the  perpleKity  in  which  he  was  - 
itwolved  by  his  r^ferve  with  the  cotirt  of  France^ 
was   fo  much  convinced,  from  near  obfcrvatibtt, 
of  the  weaknefs  of  his  friends,  and  their  iticapa- 
city  to  render  him  any  effedual  fervice,  that  no 
attempt  was  made  by  him  to  excite  an  infurrec- 
tion  '^;    and  the*  preparations   made  with  jthuc 
view  were  unemployed  and  unayailing^ 

Another  interefting   event  occurred^  With  the  a  cobfpi. 
circumftances  aheady  mentioned,  to  put  an  ead  racy  to 
to  this   and   every  future  attempt  for  r^ftoring  *?*^?J*J. 
James  by  foreign  arms^  or  internarl  infurt^ionui.  ^^^       . 
A  confpiracy  to  affaffinatc  the  kin^,  pr<ibably  fug- 
gefted  or  haftened  by  the  difappointraent  of  the 
ifivafion,    was  now  detected,   and   many  of  the 
principal  confpirators  werts  apprebedded    ^    iliis 
L  1  a  afarming 


*7  Meoi^irs  pf  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  1696^ 
'*  llie  dcCigm  of  die  conipirators  wai  to  uflaffioat^  king 
WiUiaja,  iis  hs  nt\»Tf\tji  from  huntio^,  m  the  Jaoe  baivccti 
Turoham-^re^n  and  BveiKtbrd.  IVo  of  x^at,  captain  Fiflwf 
and  Mr.  Pfinder^r^ff,  difcovered  the  confpi^ac^  to  the^etil  of 
Portland*. by  whiclk  iMeans  it  wa$  pretented. 

It  is  afferted  by  liuroct,  and  ht«  tranfcribe)-  Tindal,  that  the 
aiToflinaiioo  of  William  was  t:onc«rc«d  at  the  court  of  SaiRk 
Gcrmains,  aad  that  iir  George  Barclay  receilfed  a  commiilioA 
from  Jiinws  to  carry  it  i«to  exiXiUiod.  Burnet,  ]6y5.  TiadJ^ 
voL  iii.  p.  aoi.  luTu{>|)ort  of  this  ^flcrtion,  thtie  aucburt  ad* 
duce  the  teftimoay  of  iir  John  Fx:nwick  (  \vh(>  laid,  that  he 
had  heafd  forae  of  the  friends  of  James,  i<itd^  arrived  from 
France,  afHtm^  that  they  had  feen  a  conliullhpn  ii^ocd  by 
JanKSy  for  warranting  an  tuempt  te  the  above  eficdt     Tind  J» 

votnif.  p*  1 9s* 

A  French 
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CHAP,  alarming  difcovery  not  only  turned  the  tide  of  op« 
y^^h^  pofition  which  was  fet  in  againft  the  court,  but 
,  '  ,gg6.  became  produdive  of  events  highly  fortunate  for 
Addrtfiet.  William  and  the  government.  Affedionate  ad* 
afTocia-  drefies  were  prefented  by  both,  houfes  of  parKa- 
**?*'»  *°^  ^^^^  i  2tnd  the  aflfurances  whith  they  contained 
ineafures  ^^re  realifed,  by  the  immediate  profecution  of 
for  fe*  vigorous  meafures  for  the  enfuring  of  his  fafety 
curing  ihc  and  the  (lability  of  the  conilitution*  Hia  ma- 
nww°'    i^^y  ^^^  empowered  to feize  all  fufpccled  perfons> 

A  French  hidoriao  alfo  acculcs  JaiDe»  of  haviag  ffiycn  a  &- 
cfet  commifioD  to  attack  the  prince. of  Orange,  aner  hafii^ 
been  wearied  with  fo  many  fraitlefs  af^cmpu  for  reeoreridg  his 
•hrone,  by  fair;  and  opes  force.  Abregd  ChronoiogtqQe  dc 
I'Hiftoire  de  France  ;*  torn.  viii.  p.  J98. 

The  acoeflioQ  or  confent  oi  James  to  the  aflailiDattoo  cf 
WtlHam»  is  infinuated  in  a  memorial  which  was  to  hare  been 
detifered  at  the  peace  of  Refwrck,  in  vindicatioo  of  Wifliam's 
government.    Somers' Co)]eAions»  vol.  i  p.  401  • 

1  his  charge,  however,  is  by  no  means  'Kipported  wich  evi- 
dence deferviiig  of  credit.  James  exprefTes  the  otmoft  bovror 
at  being  fufpeded  of  fuch  a  crime;  affirms,  that  he  had  often 
f ejeded  propofals  made  to  him  for  affaifoating  WxUiaa)  $  aoO 
sofinuates,  that  thefe  propofals  proceeded  from  the  ioftifacioc 
of  his  e»cmies»  with  a  defign  to  iafnaie  him.  Life  of  James, 
'1696. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  authors^  who  accufe  James*  (all  into 
inaccaracy,  by  conoe^ing  the  commands  he  gave  to  promote 
a  general  infurreAion,  with  the  imentioas  of  thofe  who  coe- 
Jjnrcd  to  aflaffinare  William.  The  tediniony  ot  fir  Joha  Fco- 
wick,  when  circumfUnces  are  attended  to,  appears  to  be  of  00 
weight  in  the  fcale  of  evidence.  .  Under  the  dread  of  death, 
be  wiftied  to  advance  fome  claim  to  merit ;  and,  to  move  the 
compaibon  of  Wtlliam,  fent  his  lady  to  Dr  Boraet,  declaring 
that  he  had  been  ihocked  with  the  piojedt  of  the  aflafEcaxior, 
and  threatened  to  break  with  his  party  if  they  perfitltd  in  fuch 
an  atrocious  deftgn.  And,  after  aJI,  his  belief  of  the  afiafEna- 
tioo  was  founded  upon  hearfay  evidence. 

All  the  confpirators,  who  were  convi^ed,  (blemoly  acqnirtcd 
James,  before  their  execution,  of  anv  knowledge  or  participa* 
tion  of  the  dcfigo  of  aifaffinattng  William.  TindaJ^  vol.  iii.  p. 
a$7,  &c. 
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tnd  to  baniOi  all  papifts  from  Londou  and  Weft-  C  H  A  P. 
minfter.  It  was  enaded,  that,  upon  the  event  ^^J^iJJ^J' 
of  the  king's  deaths  the  prefent  parliament  (houid  ^^^ 
not  be  diflblved.  Both  houfes  concurred  in  an 
aflbciation,  binding  themfdves  to  ftand  by  and  > 
afliR  each  other,  in  deJFence  of  his  perfon  and  go* 
vernment,  againft  king  ^  James  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents ;  and,  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhould  come  to  a 
violent  deaths  to  unite  in  revenging  it  upon  liis 
enemies,  and  in  fupporting  and  defending  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown,  according  to  the  ad  of 
the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary. 
It  was  declared,  that  no  perfon  who  did  not  fub- 
fcribe  it,  fhould  be  capable  of  holding  any  pt/b- 
lie  office  or  truft  '  *.  The  example  of  parlia- 
tnent  -was  followed  by  ail  the  counties,  corpora- 
tions, and  fubordinate  clafles  of  citizens.  The 
founds  of  loyal  aflbciations  were  heard-  in  every 
corner  ;  and  expreffions  of  attachment  to  the  pre- 
fent government,  and  to  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
were  daily  prefented*to  the  court  *°.  Thefup- 
plies  this  year  were  granted  with  great  readinefs, 
and  amounted  to  five  nulHons  twenty-four  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds.  To 
aflift  the  credit  of  government,  a  new  bank  was 
ereded,  which  was  called  a  land  bank,  becaufe 
the  fecurities  were  to  be  upon  land ;  and,  as  ic 
had  been  projefted  and  patronife*d  by  the  leaders 
of  the  tories,  it  was  expefted  that  it  would  an- 
fwer  an  important  political  purpofe,  by  rendering 

'^  Jouro.  Lords  and  Commons,  24th,  25th  and  27th  Fe- 
bruary, &c. 

*^  Among  thefe  addrefles  there  was  one  fubfcribed  by  aa  ^ 

hundred  young  gentlemen,  befeeching  his  majefty  to  receive 
thcra  as  a  troop  of  guards  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon  ; 
and  devoting  themfeJfes  entirely  to  his  fervice  when  and 
wherever  be  (hould  command  them.  / 

7  th^Ol 


CHAP; 

Trial  of 
;he  con- 
^irators. 


Bill  for 
attainting 
tir  John 
Fen  wick. 


Debates 
on  it. 
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tbeiif  marc  obfequious  to  the  court;     FarS^mem 
via«  prorogued:  pa  the  twenty-feventh  of  April. 

-AdFter  the  conelufion  of  this  feffion^  many  per- 
fonj  w«re  apprehended  and  tried;  foihe  for  being 
a/^cef&ry  to  the  intetided  invafios,  and  others  fot 
^ng^ conoeroed  in  the  coi^fpiracy  to  sflkfliDptethe 
feing*     4iniong  thefe;  the  mod  diiHnguiihed  were, 
fin  John  Friend,,  who  l^d  acquired  grea^  wealth 
;i$  a.  merchant  in,  the!  city,  and  fun  WiJUatft  Pcr- 
kinsj  a  gentleman:  of  landed  property,  and  one 
of  the  clerks-  in  diancery.     Qf  tpn:who  were  con* 
demned,    eight  W/cre  esiecuted^    and    two  par* 
"doned  *'.     Jt  i&  fame  what  remarlnabl^  that  ail 
the;  perfons  apprehended  upoii  fiifpicion,  were 
cdnvided   upon  the  cleareft  evidence,   aQd  ac- 
cording to  the  fwrns.  of  law,   except  fir  Joha 
Fenwickv  in  whofe  cafe  gpvernment  found  itD^ 
ceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  a-  WIl   of  attainder  *'. 
The  fentiratents  of  the  nation  were  divided  with 
refpefl:  to  thor  propriety  of  thi?  meafuxe,  and  the 
feyerity  of  adminidration*    was    generally  cod- 
demneidi     The  reader  will  judge  for  bimfclf>  by 
attending  to-  the  /olio wing  concife  detail  of  the 
pircumftances   of  the  cafe,  and  of  the  arguraent^ 
upon  which  jhe  attainder  was  cither  juftified  or 
condemned* 

Againft  fir  John.  Fenwick,  oqiy  one  witncfs 
wa$  produced  ;  'another  witnefs  had  fled^  but  had 
previoufty  bee»'  examined  by  one:  of  the  fecreta- 
ries  of  (late ;  a^  his-  evidence, .  together-  with  the 
record  of  the  conviction  of  Cook,  one  of  the 
confpirators,  afforded  a  (irong  prefumption  of  f ' 
John's  guilt.    The  grand  jury  had  found  tbc  bill. 


•*  State  Trials,  vol.  v. 

*»  The  attainder  of  fir  John  Fenwick  did  not  pafctlfltH 
next  feflion  of  parliament ;  but»  lipon  account  of  .its  coMex<^ 
with  the  hiftory  of  the  confpiracy,  I  have  iniroduccd  it  io^J 
blacc.  '    ■  .. .        ..,.,• 
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bat*  His  Mettd^  uftd  many  artiffces-To  ddaj^theCH  A>.  . 
trial;  and,  as  at  laft  the  evidence   of  two Vit-     ^^'* 
neflfes*  in  coiirt  wa^  wanting,  there  remained  no  ^'^T^ 
other   method   df   procuring  hh  condemtiatioiii' 
but  byabiU^f  attainder. 

h  was  drgiied   by  thdfe  who  oppofecf  the  bill, 
that  fuch   2f  mod?  of   trial    and  condemnation*^ 
xnight  to  be  refof  ted  to  dnly  in  cafes  of  the  high- .  ' 

eft  itttp6rrance,  where  ci'rcumftanceS  rendered  it 
inrpoffible  to  follow  the  couffe  of  liaw.  When  « 
perfons  aCcufed  of  treafori  made  their  efcape  out 
of  the  iJountry,  which  was  a  tacit  acknowledg- 
ment of  guilt,  there  Wars  no  other  remerfy  ;  6f 
when  they  were  found  in  arms,  as  wafe  t,he  cafe  of 
tlic  duke  of  Monmouth,  no  injuftfcc  was  done  in'  .  ^ 

eftablilhrng  their  condemnation  by  the  interpofi- 
tioii  of  legifladve  authority.  A  departing  from 
the  oi'dJilary  methods'  of  trial,  Without  the  plea 
of  neceflity,  Wa^  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  ex- 
pedients of  tyranny  that  had  been  praftiferf  in  the 
preceding  reign,  aind  had  often  been  made  the 
iuffrument  of  (hedding  innocent  blood.  The 
avowed  reafon  for  moving  a  bill. of  attainder,  was 
not  becaufe  fir  John  Feiiwick  could  not  otherwife 
be  tried,  but  becaufe  he  could  not  otherwife  be 
condeniined.  The  evidence  which  la\^  required  to 
conviQ:  aiiy  perfon  accufed  of  treafon,  and  the 
advatitages  wliich  it  afforded  him,  were  entitled 
to  facred  refped,  not  on  account  of  the  mere 
authority  of  the  laNv,  but  on  account  of  the  con- 
formity of  that  law  to  the  eternal  rules  of  equity 
and  jufftiee.  Admitting  that  the  parliatneht  had 
the  piowe'r  of  difpenfing  With  the  ordinary  forms 
of  juftice,  yet  it  would  be  dangerous  to  do  fo', 
except  in  cafes  the  mofl  urgent ;  and  it  would 
b^  pecilKarly  inconfiftent,  in  that  very  pariia. 
ment,  which-  had  rcfor'med  the  laws  of  treafon, 
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9  H  A  P.  to  fet  thcnr  afide  by  the  waaton  exertion  of  Ic^ 
^^^    giflative  authority.  . 

They,  who  contended  for  the  ad  of  attainder, 
founded  their  arguments  entirely  upon  the  ex- 
tremely perilous  fituation  of  the  kingdom.  It 
vras  notorious,  that,  while  an  invafion  from 
France  was  impending,  many  perfons  at  borne 
were  confpiring^againft  the  government  and  the 
life  of  the  king/  It  would  be  eafy  for  fuch  to 
elude  punilhment  by  removing  witnefles,  and  to 
carry  on  their  treafonable  defigns  with  fuch  ad- 
drefs  as  might  fcreen  them  from  da^^ger,  if  there 
were  no  means  of  qonyidion,  but  thofe  which 
were  publiihed,  and  therefdre  guarded  againft  by 
the  fofefight  and  c^utipn  of  the  criminal.  Sir 
John  Fenwick's  condemnation  was  not  defired  by 
government  from  any  motive  pf  refentment^  but 
"on  account  of  its  influence  a$  an  example ;  to 
ihew  that  ther^  was  a  remedy  in  cafes,  where  in- 

f;enuity  might  fake  advantage  of  the  forms  or 
enity  of  law.  In  point  of  elTential  juftice,  it 
made  little  difference,  whether  the  perfon  fuf. 
pefted  fled  from  his  country  bimfelf,  or  removed 
the  witneffes  agalntt  him ;  or  by  any  other  me. 
thod  deftroyed  the  n>eans  of  convidion  prefcribed 
by  the  (latute ;  while  yet  there  remained  fufficient 
propf  to  fatisfy  eyery  confcientious  perlpn  of  bis 
guilt.  Both  parties  agreed,  that  the  legiflative 
authority  might  difpei^fe  with  the  brdin^ry  forms 
of  law  in  cafes  of  extraordinary  importance. 
The  only  queftion,  upon  whic|i  they  could  differ, 
was,  Whether  the  prefent  cafe  came  under  that 
defcription,  and  whether*  paffmg  jhc  picefent  bill 
would  contribute  to  the  bene^t,  or  injury  of  ihc 
conftitution  ?  It  was  a  precedent,  which  even  the 
piovers  of  it  wiflied  never  to  be  followed,  except 
p  cafes  like  the  prefent,  where  the  very  exiftencc 
•'''■■  of 


I 
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jof  government  wa8  at  (lake  * '.      The  bill  vas  CHAP, 
carried  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  an  hundred  ^^^^IL; 
and  eighty-nine  votes  againft  one  hundred  and     ,^5 
fifty-fix,  and  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  fixty-eight  it  pafTtrs. 
votes  againft  fiacty-one. 

Though  it  may  be  candidly  admitted,  that 
principle,  and  a  true  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the 
nation,  had  great  influence  on  many  vfho  voted 
for  this  bill,,  yet  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  lefs  honourable  motives  operated  upon 
the  minds  of  fome,'  who  appeared  moft  anxious 
for  its  fuccefs.  ^  Sir  John  Fenwick,  in  hope  of  % 
obtaining  a  pardon,  had  not  only  made  an  offer  of 
important  difcoveries,^  but  had  named  feveral  per- 
fons  of  rank,  and  fome  in  oflice,  as  concerned  in 
the  late  confpiracy.  This  information,  though 
cenfured  by  the  houfe  of  commons  as  falfe  and 
malicious,  and  reprefented  in  the  fame  colours  by 
the  moft  refpeftable  hiftorians  of  that  period  *% 
appears,  from  the  evidence  lately  publiihed,  to 
hav^  been  well  founded,  and  could  not  fail  to 
provoke  the  refentment  of  individuals,  whofe 
iafety  depended  on  removing,  at  any  rate,  and  by 
any  meafure,  fuch  a  dangerous  inftrument'  of 
riifcovery  and  accufation  **. 

The 


**  Journ.  Lords  and  Commons,  November,  December,  aod 
January,  1 697.     Lords'  Debates,  yol.  ii.     Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  693* 

*♦  Journ.  Commons,  6tn  Nov.     Burnet, 

*'  Mr.  Macpherfoo,  upoD  the  authority  of  the  Life  of 
Jdnics,  imputes  the  attainder  of  flr  John  Fenwick  to  a  per(bnai 
enmity  of  William  againft  him.     Macpherfon*s  Hiftory,  vol.  til^  I 

chap.  3      Life  of  James,  1 696  '^;' 

If  ihe  Life  t>f  Jamts  is  admitted  as  authenticy  on  the  one 
hand,  with  rtfpedl  to  every  ailtgation  and  fafl  favourable  to  his 
own  character;  and  as  ccjuaiiy  authentic,  on  the  other,  in  e(ta- 
blifhing  every  iofmuation  reproachful  to  the  charaAer  of  Wil- 
liam ;  it  is  obvious  «hat  the  conieqaeoce  muft  be,  and  how  un- 
fairly a  pcrfoo,  trufiing  tofucb  iolbrmatioD,  mud  judge,  con* 

ceroing 


I 
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^  9w^  ^'     '^^^  Wmpaign  of  the  year  fixteen  hundred  and 
y^J^Ji^  ninety- fix,  as  it  was  in  eflPeft  the  laft^  fo  it  wa* 
1596.    ^^^'  "^^^  ina^ive  and  uninterefting  whith  h^ 
CamDaigo  peiieid  in  the  coutfe  of  the  war.     The  operatioas 
1696.       of  the  allies  were  greatly  cramped,  and  the  fpiiit 
of  the  j&ngli(h  army,  in  particular,  deprefledy  by 
the  failure  rf  the  fuppties  voted  by  parliament. 
7be  projeS:  of  the  land  banfkj  upon  which  great 
expe^acions  were  founded,  had  utterly  AiifgSTen, 
,  and  the  recalling  of  the  debafed  coin^  in  obedi- 
.  ence  to  a  refolution  of  plkrliament,  made  fucb  a 
fcarcity-  of  curreniE  money,  and  fuch  a  ilagnatian 
6f  trade^    as  ruined  many  private  fortuned,  and 
ftaggdred  the  credit  of  the  nation  at  TsErge.     The 
whole  addrefs^   and   ingenuity  of  cotamanders, 
w^re  employed  to  fil(lafifi>  the  army,<  under  de* 
dlining  credit,  and*  to  kieep  them  in  good  temper, 
under  the  hard(hips;whidh  tbey  fuSered  from  want 
of  pay.      Fortunately,  the  exhaufted  ftat^  of  the 
rfenth  finances,  as  .well  as  great  internal  fcarcity 
of  provifions,  di£stb]ed  them  from'  taking  any  ad- 
vantage of  thti  diitrefs^  of  the  allies;  and,  Except 
the.  withdrawing  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  from  the 
confederacy,  no  ijiaterial  event  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  this  campaign.     And  ^s  that  event  bad 
bdett  forefeen,  it  was  wifely  provided  ^gainft  by 
our  generals  ;  and  did  not  produce  the  alarm  and 
confufion  which  might  have  arifen,  if  it  had  been 


cerning  the  conduft  of  Jamres  and  WtHjam.  The  artaiixlcr  of 
at  John  Fen  wick  is  an  example  of  the  prudence  of  Wiliiam, 
IB  Tcftraiorn'g  his  rerenimcnt.  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
treachery  of  fome  of  thofe  perfons,  whom,  at  that  tioKy  be 
hbnoared  aild  en^ployed.  Iriad  he  been  proAe  to  refentmem, 
he  nfiight  hate  gratified  it  rtor^' ext^ivdy  and  effeauajly,  bf 
faving  Qt  John  Fenwtck,  and  avffiiittinrg  him  as  ati  eridefictf 
againft  thioft  Men,  whofe  treachery  ^as  a^ravated  by  in^dti- 
xiidn'i  bot,  upon  this  and  many  other  occaGcins,  Wiliiam  iacii* 
ficed  reiemmeDt  to  coafiderattoHs  of  prudence' and  gtoerofity. 
" .  conduced 
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Gondtj^eiJ  fn  a-  private  and'  concealed  manner,  and  ^  H  A  P. 
tafccwthem-ar/^tH-prife**.  y,,3^^1^ 

Sir  1^^ 

r 

**  The  dubc  of  Sa^oy  was  atta^ched  to  tbe  conn  of  Frjiocei 
but,     under  the   iinpulfe   of  reftntnient-  againff  Louvois»    th4 
Frttich*  mlnrfttr,    he  joined*  the   confederacy.      The  FrencH  • 
agchty  l*id"haen  fecrerfy  tamperiirg'whh  htm,  ever  (ince  the-CDUv 
roencenient  of  thei  war :  the  allies  inifted-hiin  v^ith  refcfve  add 
jtjaloufy ;  apd   were  fortuoajte  enough  to  delay  the  payment- of 
the  fobfidy  due  to  him  according  (b  treaty,  w'hilc  he,  on  the 
dther  hand,  iti  order  to  obradniti  endeavoured'  ro  c<yrcea!  tKe 
ncgocitfionsiy  now  adivaociog,  fctr  a  fepwatb  iiesrr  between^  him 
aod:FranGe«     He  obtained  tha  redoration  of  all  th&  placed  u\xh 
from  blm  during  ijje  war,  and  four  ihoufand'  livrcs   for  repara- 
tion, of  the  damages  which  he  bird  fofhined";  but\vtiat,  mort 
thaH'  theAf  ad^^antHgess  conTribjited'to*a^^rtiridize  his*  famity, 
WHS/  7*  marriage  coKra<Sted  between  hisduughti^  and  the  dakfe 
of  Burgundj^    ejddt  ion   of  the.daniJiio.      Aooals  of  Folir- 
lies  1696-  . 

Lamb^iti  grves  the  ft>]lowTngcunoos'accounr  of  thrdute's 

d^e^ion  :      "  A'  md&hger  .wAs^  difpatd>^d  by»  the  fotfrt  df 

.**  France,  to  inform  •  the  duke  of  Saftroy  of  the  intenJed  afiaffi^ 

f*  nation  of;  king^WllJiam  ;   and  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  this 

"  notice  was  given  from  motives  of  ftiendfhip.     It  was  fuggeft'ed 

,     "to  him-,  that  h«  might*  now  obtain  advantageous  terms*  from 

V  FraAce;   but  ir  WiUiam*  rhe'kieyilonc  of  the  alliance,.  (U^ld 

*' fall,  wh«t  eould  he  do  ?     The  duke  was  fir uck' wkh' aftomil)^ 

**^me|it;   the  niefT^nger  ipojc  advantage  of  this,   and  declared, 

•*  in  a  peremptory  manner,   that  ht  mulHrnmediatcly  take  his 

**  refoKition,   and  retiirn  his-  anfwer.     The  doke  begged  to  hfe 

.*•  iadnlged  in   a   ffngle  half  hour- to*  dchberate::    he  walioeil 

**  about  f<M-  a-lktJe  wbiie  in  his  clofet ;  and  (ben  accepted  o(  the 

"  condi^ns  ■  of'peace  offered  to  him  by  Frante."      Lamberti, 

1696.  ' 

The  followmg  paragraph,  ntodVto  tliefameputpofev  occwts 

in- thc» Monthly  Mercury  of  Awil.1696,  under  the  anicle'Aai^i'-   • 

"  The  ntvffr&yz^tof  the  French  king,  and  of  James,  ujjun 
•*  England,  was  as  ff»on  known  in  Italy  as  m  Holland.  A  coU- 
**  rier  was  difpatchcd  from  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  duke  of. 
'*  b'avoy,  his  Jon- in-law,  to  lay  before  him  the  pjx)je6lV  of '  tlie 
**king  of  France  an^^ifJameJi ;  atrdwithmit  dtfcovermg,  the 
"  conff>iracy,  at  thefam^imefer  on  foot  againrfl  the  pc'-fon  of 
*'  William,  told  him  only,  that  meafores  were  taken  for  refloring 
•*  James  which  wwf  infallible ;  and  'therefore  exhorted  him  not 
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CHAP.  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  had  failed  with  a  large 
^XVI.  flggn  from  Cadiz,  was  recalled  upon  the  difcovery 
^""[^JC**'  of  the  confpiracy.  The  Englifc  fleet  afterwards 
lily.*  fstiled  under  the  command  of  lord  Berkley,  and 
made  fome  depredatiohs  upon  the  coaft  of  France ; 
but  this  advantage  was  balanced  by  the  fuccefs  of 
June.  ^^^  French  admiral,  Du  Bart,'  who  f^ll  in  with  a 
large  fleet  of  merchant  fliips  belonging  to  the 
Dutch,  under  the  convoy  of  fix  frigates.  The 
frigates  were  taken,  and  four  of  them  burned. 
Thirty,,  of  the  merchant  Ihips  were  deftroyed  *  '^.• 
The  fecond  fefllon  of  the  third  parliament  of 
William  met  on  the  twentieth  of  Odober.  TTic 
prece(ling  campaign,  barren .  of  ^ents  and  fuc- 
cefs,  afforded  t.be  king  no  materials  for  congratu- 
lation in  his  fpeech  to  the 'parliament.  He  was 
happy,  he  obferved,  that  the  year  had  pafled, 
without  any  difadvantage  abroad,  or  diforder  at 
home,  confidering  the  4ifappointments  arifmg 
from  the  funds,  and  the  diiSciilties  which  had  at- 
tended the  recoining  pf  the  money.  This,  con- 
fidered  as  a  proof  of  the  difpofijioji  of  the  army, 
and  of  the  fleady  affedion  of  his  people,  gave  him 
great  fatisfaftion.  He  acquainted  them,  that 
fome  overtures .  had  been  made  for  a  general 
peace ;  notwithftanding  which,  he  urge4  the  ne- 
cefljty  of  liberal  fupplies,  for  carrying  pn  the^rar, 
and  making  good  the  funds  already  granted*  He 
recommended  to  their  confiderarton  the  f&cpnve- 
nlences  which  flill  remained  with  refpedk  to  the 
^  coin,  and  hoped  they  would  find  out  the  beft  ex- 
pedients for  recovering  public  credit,  abfolute- 

**  to  lofe  a  minute's  time  in  making  a  private  and  advantageoas 
^  peace,  to  prevent  him  from  being  inf^oped  in  the  toin  of  the 
*<  confederates,  which  woald  be  fart  to  follow  the  appro«d>ii«g 
•  revolution." 
* '  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  vol.  li.  p.  j^t$» 
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ly  neceflkry  for  maintaining  the  vfzij  and  carry-  CHAP. 
ing  on  trade.  *  n^^'*  • 

The  patriotic  exertions  of  the  commons  in  thii     ,5^ 
feiEon,  deferve  to  be  remembered  with  the  warm-  Meafum 
eft  gratitude  by  pofterity.     Both  admiration  and  to  relieve 
efteem  are  called  forth,  while  we  confider  the  t^""^^- 
ingenuity  of  individuals,  in  deviling  expedients,  of  thc're' 
to  deliver  the  nation  from  the  moft  preflihg  em-  venue, 
barraflfments  ;  and  the  generofity   of  parries,  in 
fufpending   animofities,    and  cordially  adopting 
thofe  meaiures,  which  were  eflential  tor  reftoring 
national  credit  and  profperity..    While  the  exam- 
ple of  their  wifdom  and  fuccefs  inculcates  this 
encouraging  maxim,  that  the  patriot  ought  never 
to  defpair  under  the  darkeft  and  mod  perplexing 
afped  of  public  affairs,  the  refoluttons  and  mea- 
fures,  which  they  purlued,  exhibit  fpecific  reme- 
dies for  fimilar  calamities,  if  they  ihould  occur 
at  any   future  period.     I  (hall  only,  in  general, 
meatlon  thofe  fads  which  give,  an  ail oniihing  view 
of  the  fpirit  and  wifdom,  diiplayed  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.       Every   farmer   fellion   of  parlia- 
ment, fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  bad 
never  propofed  any  thing  farther,  than  to  impofe 
taxes  adequate    to  the  imereft  of  the  principar 
fums  borrowed  for  the  fervices  of  the  year ;  and 
they  had  often  failed  in  lihis  purpofe,  through  the 
infufHciency  of  the  funds  for  the  payments  a'fligned 
to  them^  and  exchequer  tallies  weredifcounted  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent.     The  houfe  of 
common?,  during  this  /effion,  not  only  provided 
funds  for  railing  the  i^hoie  fupplies  within  the 
year,  but  alfo  for  difcharging  the  deficiencies,  of 
all  fftrmer  fupplies.     The  fum  of  five  hundred 
and  fifteen   thoufand  pounds  was  voted  for  the 
relief  of  the  civil  lift,  which  was^in  arrears^  and 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  twe^ty-five  thouland 

pounds^ 
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Symptoms  of  the  Approach  of  Peace, — Plenipotentiaries  men 
at  Ryfwick* — The  Emperor  and  the  King  ^  Spain  a^fcrji 
to  Peace.'-^Tbe  latter  brought  over  by  the  Succefs  of  tht 
French  Arms.'-^The  EleSfion  of  a  King  of  Poland  msit: 
Lewis  more  defirous  of  the  Peace. — Articles  figntd-^ 
Merits  and  Effe&s  of  the  Peace, — AHfunder^andisr 
among  the  Al/tes  the  Caufe  of  circumferibing  the  Advan- 
tages of  it, — No  Toleration  obtained  for  tie  Frpieflan:: 
under  the  Dominion  of  FranceM-'-Cmtrge  agennji  Kinr 
tVilliamfor  confenting  that  the  Son  of  fames  fiiouid  fm- 
ceed  to  the  Crown  of  England-^founded  upon  the  Cct- 

'  ferences  between  the  Earl  of  Portland  and  the  Marfiai 
BoUjffle^s.—ConjeSlures  of  contemporary  Hifteriams  ax- 
cerning  the  SubjeSi  of  thefe  Confer ^ces.^^ExtraQ  fhm 
the  Life  of  Jamesy  charging  Kjng  ff^Uiam  tvitH  bavit^ 
confented  to  the  Succeffion  of  his  Son.'^Reafonsfar  calling 
in  que/Hon  the  Authority  of  this  Extra£i —Gircumfiancti 
which  render  the  Fa£i  alleged  improbable. — Origin  ofthh 
Afperfton  upon  the  Memory  of  IViUiam.'-Tbe  Smeeejfoz 
bfthe  Son  of  James  defired  by  Lewis. — C^njeilurefnada 
upon  the  Authority  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick^^~Ybe  Sub- 
jeSlof  the  Conferences  between  Portland  and  Beufflers.^ 
Information  of  Burnet. — His  Character  as  a  Hi/iarian.'^ 
Account  given  by  the  Mar^is  de  Torcy  concermagtht 
Conferences  between  Portland  and  Bauffiers* — Inferences 
from  the  Memorials  and  InJlruClions  fent  to  the  Plenip^- 
tentiaries  at  Ryfwick. 


CHAP.    A  ^  ^^"^?  ^^  ^^^  events  of  the  preceding  year 

XVII.    jfj^  teftded  to  difpofe   the  indinations   of  the 

^'^'Tjp^  contending  powers  to  peace,  fo  fteps  had  been 

'^7'    adually   taken  to  circumfcribe  the  operattons  of 

the  war ;  aud  various  circumftances  concurred  to 

excite 
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excite  the  hope  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclufion  in  C  H  A  P. 
thq  courfe  of  the  next  campaign.  ,  ^^'^-  . 

The  defeftion  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  while  it  ^C^^ 
reflored  peace  to  Italy,  fpread  a  fpirit  of  fear  and  Symptoms 
diftrufl   among   the  confederates  '.      The  difap- of  the  ap- 
pointment  of  the  French  invafion,  and,  in  con- P^^^^^ °^ 
fequenc^  of  this,    the  failure  of  the  confpiracy^^*^^' 
intended   by   the  friends  of  James  in    England, 
extingui(he4  the  hope  of  Te-eftabli(hing  his  power 
by  the  continuance  of  the  war  *.     The  ambition 
of  the  French  king  was  ftill  alive,  but  the, object 
of  it  was  changed,  and  appeared  to  be  attainable 
only  through  the  medium  of  peace.     The  infirm 
conftitution,  and  precarious  life  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  flattered  Lewis  with  the  near  profpeft  of 
advancing  the  honour  and  dominion  of  his  family, 
by  the  acceflion  of  an  extenfive  and  opulent  em- 
pire.    But  his  claim  to  it,  though  founded  upon 
the  right  of  lineal  fucceffion,  was  cut  off  by  the 
former   treaties,  which    would   certainly  be  en- 
forced by  the  arms  of  the  confederacy  ^. 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  French  S:pe. 
king  fent  Monfiear  CalHeres  to  the  Hague,  to* '^9^* 
propofe  overtures  for  a  general  peace  to  Dykevelt, 
minifter  of  the  States  ;  who  had  been  warned  by 
William  to  liften  to  them  with  referve,  and  upon 
the  exprefs  condition  that  nothing  fliould  be  con- 
cluded without  being  communicated  to  the 
allies  *.  One  important  article  was  contained  in 
thefe  preliminary  overtures,,  namely,  that  the 
title  of  William  to  the  throne  of  England  fliould 
be  acknowledged  by  France  in  the  moft  explicit 
terms ;    and    this   alone,    notwithflanding  other 

'  Hlftory  of  Europe. 

-  Life  of  Jimcs,   1 596. 

^  Variations  de  la  iVJon:.rchis  Franyolfe,  tome  ir.  i6^J» 

*  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p   677. 

M  m  circumftances 
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C  HA  P.  circumftances  of  difagreementy  ga?re  th^  faircft 
J^y}l\  hopes  of  approaching  peacfc  *•     The  king  of 
^"^^^Tr  Sweden  ww  aMb  engaged,  by  the  folidtatkm  of 
^''    France,  to  offer  his  mediation  fot  t>rocurmg  i 
general  peace;    and  plentpotentiattes  were  ap«^ 
p.   .   _    pointed  by  Enghuid  and  France  t^  enter  into  ne* 
tentiarks  gociations  for  that  purpofe  ^.    After  no  fdiidl  al- 
meet  at     tercation  about  the  place  of  meeting,    it  was 
Ryfwick.   agreed^  that  the  conferences  fliottid  m  bekl  at 
Newburg-houfe,  a  palace  belong'ing  l»  the  prince 
of  Orange,  between  the  Hague  and  Delft,  and 
dofe  by  the  village  of  Ryfwick  '.    The  confe- 
rences began  upon  the  ninth  of  May,  one  thoa- 
fand  fix  hundred  and.  ninety-feren. 
The  em-       As  the  emperor  and  the  king  of.  Spain  h^  been 
^ridn"*  ^'^"K^*  ^^*  difficulty  to  confem  to  the  com- 
o/spain    mcncement  of  negociations  for  peace,  fo  they 
'  avef^to   both  difcovered  repeated  inclinations  to  difcon- 
peace.       tinue  and  thwart  them  *.     Th<s  averfioa  of  die 
emperor  tt>  a  peace  may  be  traced  to  the  £une 
caufe,    which    rendered   the  king  of  France  fo 
folicitous  to  obtain  it.      Upon  the  death  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  thefe  two  princes  were  fo- enter 
the  lifts,    in  competition  for  the    Spanifii   mo- 
narchy}   and,   confidering   the    advantages  the 
French  king  derived  from  :the  argument  ef  na- 
tural judice,  from  proximity  of  fituation,    and 
military  forge,  the   emperor  could  entertain  no 

5  Hiilorlans  of  the  Times. 

^  Charles  the  EIe¥enth»  king  of  Sweden,  dted  before  the 
commeDcemenc  of  the  negociations  for  peace ;  but  the  mcdi* 
ation  of  his  fttcceflbr,  Cbarks  the  Twelfth*  was  offered  md 
accepted.     The  earl  of  Pembroke,  ▼ifcovst  Villfert»  a»d  fir 

Jofeoh  Wiliiamlbo,  were  named  plenipotentiaries  by  the  king  of 
^nglaod.    To  Callieres,    the   Frtoch  kisg  added  Crecy  and 
Harlay. 

^  Monthly  Mercury. 

*  Hiftoire  de  FraiMSe,  torn.  iS» 

prolpe^ 
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profped  of  fuccefs,    ^hout  the  afiftaiice  of  a  CRAP. 
Cjcmfederacy,  formed  upon  a  jealoufy  of  his  rtral. ,  ^^j^ 
Sach  a  cos^eracy,  already  fubfifting,  might  a&    ^^„ 
with  promptitude  and  vigour  ;  but,  if  once  dH>        4 .' 
fblTed,    it  was  evident  that  the  renewal  of  it 
would  be  difficult  and  uncertain;   and  that,   fn 
every  view,  it  mnft  be  attoided  with  delay  which 
might  prove  fatal  to  its  defign '. 

The  ambiguity  with  which  France  treated  con* 
ceming  the  reftoratioa  of  fome  of  the  places 
takes  from  the  emperor  and  Spain  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  and  the  propoled  fubditufion  of  an 
undefined  equivalent,  aflbrded  a  more  colourable 
pretext  for  oppofing  the  peace.      The  reludance  The  latter 
of  Spain  was  at  firft  cherifhed  by  the  influence  of '"^^^"ghc 
a  faftionat  court,  adverfeto  the  claim  of  ^ace  ^iJ^y^^^^j 
upon  the  Spani(h  monarchy;   but  this,  as  well  of  the 
as  other  motives  of  oppofition,  was  furmounted  French 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty,  by  the  ill  fucccfs  *'""• 
.which  flilt  attended  her   arms  '''.     The  loffes 
yrhich  Spain  had  hitherto  fuftained*  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war^  in  diftant  regions  of  the  em- 
^re,  were  eaiily  concealed^  from  a  prince,  whofi; 
mean  underftanding,  and  bodily  infirmities,  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  receiving  impreffions  of 
calamity  or  danger,  which  did  not  immediately 
fall  under  the  obfervation  of   his  fenfes.      But 
when  Barcelona,  fituated  in   a  contiguous  pr9- 
vince,  was   invaded,  and  at  laft  yielded  to  the 
arms  of  France,  the  confternation^  which  agitated 
the  court,  quickly  difperfed  every  fcruple  and  ob* 
je£lion  to  the  general  pacification  "• 

M  m  9  In 

•  Torcy,  vol,  1". 

•<»  Ibid. 

'<  Spaia  alfo  loft  Aeth  in  the  courft  of  tttefe  Degociationd. 
The  king  was  (b  igoorant  as  to  believe  that  Mens  belonged  co 
the  king  of  England,  and  to  pitjr  th>t  priacs  when  is  was  taken  ^. 
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C  H  A  P..     In  the  courfe  of  the  n§goeiations  an  event  fit-: 
xj^yj}^  curred,  which   rendered  France  ftill  mere  eager 
,1697.     for  ^he  attainment  of  peace  ;  and  difpofcd  her  to 
The    '      relax  fomewhat  of  the  rigour  of  thofe  demands, 
cle(fiion  of  ^hich  evidently  militated  againft  juftice,  and  the 
Poland      i^^^^^^  ^^^  honour  of  the  allies.     She  had  ex- 
makes       erted   her  utmoft  influence  to  obtain  the  vacant 
Lewis       throne  of  Poland  for  the  prince  of  Conti,  whofe 
more  de-    elevation    fhe    expefted    would     contribute    to 
peace  °     ftrengthen  her  hands  againft  the  allies;  and  (he 
was  juft  upon  the  eve  of  eftablifhing  his  fucccfs, 
by  the  influence  of  the  cardinal  primate,  when  the 
.  eleftor  of  Saxony  became  a  competitor,  and,  by 
,     declaring  his  converfion  to  the  Roman  catholic 
religion,  detached  the  cardinal  from  the  party  of 
27th  July,  ^^^^cej  and,  by   engagements  to  the  Polifli  no- 
bility,   fecured.  their   fufirages   for  him   at   the 
eleftion  *  *. 
ArticWs         I'he  peace  now  advanced  without  any  material 
figned.       interruption ;  and  the  articles  of  it  were  figned  by 
the   Englifh,  Dutch,  Spanifli,    and   French   ara- 
bafladors,    on   the  twentieth  of  September,  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-feven.     The  im- 
perial and  eleftoral  ambafladors,  by  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  the  emperor,    entered  their  proteftation 
againft  it  *  ^.     It  was  impoflible  that  the  emperor 
could   ftand    fingle  and  unfupported  againft  the 
power  of  France.     His  pride  and  obftiiiacy  were, 
however,    in  foaie    meafure  fatisfied,  by  the  re- 


hv  Lewis.  Tnrcy,  vol.  i  j).  8.  A  FrencJi  fleet  was  fcnt  to  tfcc 
Well  indior,  and  took  Carihaf^ena  j  and,  ilK)uoh  \hjti  cvem  Wts 
not  known  till  after  ihe  ptHce  w;is  figncd,  ycl  the  fear  of  it 
may  be  fup^^oft'd  .to  have  had  influence  upon  ih?  coart  of  Spain, 
201K  SePttnib'^r  i.f><;7. 

■*   Hiilo-ire  de  France,  ffem.  iii. 

■5    Kajph,  \o!.'  ii.  p.  755. 

luftance 
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kiSance  and  hfefitation  of  his  conceffions  to  the  CHAP, 
conftraint  of  political  neceffity.      He  firft   con-  J^^*'* 
fented  to  aceffation  of  hoftilities  with  France  :  he     ,5^^ 
next  accepted  of  Brifac  and  Frifburg,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  Stra(burg;    and,  at   laft,  he  put  the 
finilhing  hand  to  the  peace,  by  finning  the  arti- 
cles, with   expreflions   of   difcontent,    a    month 
after  the  reft  of  the  confederates  *  ^. 

By  the  terms  of  the  peace,  no  new  or  ftriking  Merits 
advantage  was  obtained  by  any  of  the  contending  and  effcas 
powers ;    and  the  political  ftate  of  Europe  was  °^  ^**^ 
placed  nearly  in  the  fame  pofture  as.  that,  in  which '^"^^* 
It   had  ftood  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
In  this  fimple  and  general  view,  the  treafure  and 
blood  of  the  -confederates  may   appear  to  have 
been  wantonly  and   unprofitably   laviffied  ;   and  * 
England,  which   contributed  more  than  her  pro- 
portion of  both,  though  Ihe  had  leaft  to  expeft 
trom  the  fuocefsful  iffue  of  the  war,  may  appear 
to  deferve   the  greateft   fhare    of  that    cenfure 
which  is  due  to  rafh  and  deftruftive  policy. 

In  order  to  edimate,  candidly  and  trAily,  the 
merits  of  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  fo  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  interell  of  Enj^land,  it  is  neceflary  • 
tio  recoiled  the  motives,  which  engaged  her  to 
enter  into  the  war,  and  the  advantages  ihe  ex- 
pected ffooi  the  profecution  of  it. 

'♦  By  the  founh  ariiclc  of  peace,  the  French  kln^  promifej, 
for  himfeJf  and  his  fucccfTors,  that  he  will  on  no  account  wImu 
foever  diftarb  the  king  of  Gieai  Kritain  in  the  ptlTcflion  of  the 
'  kingdoms,  &c.  v/hich.  I»e  now  enjoys;  and  theiefore  engages, 
upon  ci:e  fiiith  and  word  of  a  kiug,  that  he  will  nv>t  give  any 
aififlance  to  any  en.iny  of  the  fiiid  king  of  Great- B::tain  ;  and 
that  he  wdl  in  no  nunner  wh.itfocver  favour  the  confjnracics 
vhicb  tJi  dilpofed  pcrfons  may,  in  any  place,  connive  againft 
(aid  king.  See  liie  articles  uf  the  pja^e,  Lire  of  Wiili^m, 
^i^r.  iii.  Appendix,  p.  :  2. 

There 


JH  THE  ttI«TORY    OF 

C  H  Af.     There  >were,  ^videndy,  tiro  principil  objeSs 
^^yjj'    of  the  war,  intereftkg  both  to  Englaad  aad  tiie 
1^.    allies :    ift^  It  ^»  intetided  lo  control  the  uahu 
tion  and  dqMfefs  the  power  of  France:  sdly,  it 
was  fieceflary  to  confirm  i^e  revolution,  and  to 
fecitre  to  William  the  pofleffion  of  the  throne  of 
Englaad.     In  the  firft  of  tbefe,  England  was  in- 
terefted  more  remotely,  and  conjonftly  witii  the 
other  coaiiederate  powers  ;  bat  the  other,  name* 
ly,  the  confitmation  and  permanent  e(iabtt<fament 
<K  the  revolution  fttdement,  was  her  peculiar, 
appropriated  concern ;  though,  by  its  Jnunedxaie 
efie&s,    it  was    intimately  connected   with   the 
former,  aod  fo  far  reckoned  an  ofajeft  of  general 
concern  to  the  allies.    The  seal  of  W^am  ta 
'humble  France,  fupported  by  the  vi^ealth   and 
power  of  England,  it  was  bdieved,  would  faUy 
anfwer  the  moftiangnineexpedatlons  of  the  c»n* 
federacy.    It  has  been  obferved,   in    preceding 
jpaflages  of  this  faiftory,  that  the  power  of  France, 
from  a  variety  of  incidents,  had  afcended  to  (ach 
2^  pitch  as  to  excite  univerfal  jealoufy  and  alarm. 
From  her  repeated  incut  fions  into  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  as  well  as  from  her  intrigues  with  in- 
ternal fadions  in  the  States,   it  could  not  be 
doubted,    that  they,   after  the  conqueft  of  the 
Spaniih  provinces  in  the  Low  Countries,  were 
deflined  to  be  the  viftims  of  her  ambition.    If 
the  power,  and,  particularly,  the  maritime  power 
of  France,  had  been  augmented  by  the  conqueft 
of  Holland,  or  even  by  its  reduflion  to  a  ftate  of 
dependence   upon  her,*  the  commerce,  the  opu- 
lence, and  the  force  of  England,  mud  have  been, 
in  proportion,  reftri^led  and  diminifhed.      Nay, 
there  was  ground  to  apprehend,  that,  in  confe* 
quence  of  fuch  an  event,  the  independence  and 
conftitution  of  England  would  have  been  expofed 
to  extreme  hazard*    Attending  to  tbefe  circum- 

ftancesy 
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lla]i(!e$,  k  18  natoral  to  fuppofe,  that  the  patriotic  C  ^  ^  P* 
anxiety  of  William  for  Holland  rendered  him  ^  ^^1^ 
feduiotiS'to  propagate  a  terror  of  the  power  of   j^^., 
France,  in  order  to  affociate  neighbouring  princes 
inacommonrcbeme  of  defence;  and pardeolarly 
to  cherifiiy  zs  far  as  his  influence  extended,  in 
England,  an  impreflion  of  the  infeparable  con- 
neoion  of  her  intereft  with  that  of  Holland.    His 
elevation  to  the  throne  of  England  augmented 
that  influence  :    but  it  is  erident  that  he  did  not 
plant  or  infpire  thofe  fentiments  of  oppofition 
betwem  the  intereft  of  France  and  England,  or 
of  a  connexion  between  that  of  England  and 
Holland.    From  the  whole  tenor  of  the  preceding 
hiftorr  we  have  feen,  that  a  Jealoufy  of  France 
was  the  predominant  paffion  or  the  Englifli,  that 
the  oppoHng  this  paffion  was  thecaufe  of  the  dif- 
content  and  faftions,  which  difturbed  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second;    and  that  the  well-known 
conformity  of  the  fentiments  and  affedions  of 
William  to  thofe  of  the  Englifli^  with  refpefl  to 
forei^  {>oIitics,  firft  excited  the  ftrong  prejudicep 
of  tne    nation  in  favour  of  that  prince,   and 
paved  his  way  to  the  throne  of  England.    The 
defire  of  reducing  the  power  of  France  was  not^ 
therefore,  fuggefted  by  William  to  the  people  of 
England ;  but  was  already  engraved  upon  their 
hearts,  and  difpofed  them  to  enter,  with  full  ap- 
probation, into  the  war ;  and,  in  the  profecution 
of  it;^  to  fubmit  to  public  burdens,  unexampled  in 
any  preceding  period.     How  far  then  was  this  ob- 
jea  attuned  by  the  war,  or  finallv  fecured  by  the 
peace.    It  will  be  readily  acknowledged,  that  the 
fuccefs  of  the  war  was  not  adequate  to  what  n;iight 
have  been  expeded  from  the  coUefted  forces  of 
the  confederates,  and  the  fpirit  and  vi^ws  witb 
which  tfaev  entered  into  it ;  and,  in  the  fame  pro- 
porjtion^  tne  terms  of  peace  fell  fliort  of  thofis 
a  yiewsj 
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C^  ^  ^*  views,  which  had  been  generally  indulged  at  the 
XVII.    commencement  of  hoftilities ;  and    were  found, 
1697.    ^ft^^  ^^^  experience  of  a  few  years,  infufficientto 
Teftrain  the  ufgrping  fpirit  of  Lewis.      But  ftill, 
though  the  territorial  dominions  of  France  were 
not'  impaired,  nor  her  ambition  ^xtingiiifhed,  nor 
the  power  of  gratifying  it,  in  future,  annihilated, 
there  remained  obvious  and  important  advantages, 
which  ought  fairly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  war,  and 
which  were  fufficientjy  fecured  l^y  the  articles  of 
the  peace.     The  encroachments,  which  the  French 
king  attempted   to  make  upon  the  provinces  of 
Spain,  of  the  empire,  and  the  States,  were  pre- 
vented: their  frontiers  wqre  defined,  and  better 
fortified  againft  any  future  aflaults  from  France : 
her  internal  power  was  weakened :  her  refources 
were  exhaufled ;  and  {he  was  reduced  to  a  ftate 
lefs  formidable  to  Europe,  than  that,  in  which 
{he  flood  previous  to  the  refiilance  {he  met  with 
from  the  arms  of  the  confederacy. 

As  the  oppofition    of  France  to  the  revolution 

in  Kngland,  and   the  afTiftance  flie  promifed   to 

James,  was  another  caufe  of  the  war,  fo  the  ac- 

.  knowlcdgmt'nt  of  the  right   of  William,  in  the 

molt  explicit  terms,  and  the  renunciation  of  any 

future  fupport  to  the  dethroned  prince,    which 

.  were  fully  obtained  and  fecured  by  the  peace  ot 

i^yfvvick,  gave  confirmation  and  liability  to  the 

revolution.     In  this    view,  is  merits  mu{l  (land 

high  in  the  eftimation  of  every  friend  to  liberty 

and  the   conllitution.     If  the  revolution  was  in- 

diipcnfuble  to  the  attainment  and  prefervation  <'i 

thefe ;     if  the  fruits    of  it,    which    we  ourfclvts 

have  reaped,  exceed  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  anJ 

calculations  of  thole,  who  were  the  in*lrumen:> 

of  promoting  ir,    can  we  hefitate  to  pronounce, 

that  it  was  impofiiole  for  the  nation  to  pay  too 

great  a  price  for  fuch  ineftimable  bleflings ;  and, 

thar 
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that  It  would  have-  been  daftardly  and  treacherous  CHAP. 

in  our  fathers,  to  have  (hrunk  from  expence  and  ^^^^/^^ 

dangers,  which  were  neceffary  to  render  them  fe-    ,5^^. 

cure  and  permanent  to  their  pofterity  ? 

Though  thefe  fubftantial  advantages  were  ob-  Mlfundcr. 

tained  by  the  war,  it  muft  be  regretted,  that  anftanding 

unfortunate  mifunderftanding  amone  the  allies,  *I!l°"^  L^* 
c        t  r  S   •  °    •     •         r     allies,  the 

atter  the  commencement  01  their  negociations  tor  ^.^^f^  ^f 

peace,  was  not  only  the  occafion  of  their  facri-  drcum- 
iicing  the  interefts  of  their  common  friends,  but  Scribing 
of  their  thwarting  one  another  in   articles,    i^^^^^g  J/U' 
which  the  honour  of  the  principal  members  of   ** 
the  confederacy  feemed  to  have  been  deeply  en- 
gaged. '  The  dutchy  of  Lorrain  was  reftored  to 
its  proprietor,  in  that   difmembered,  dependent 
condition,  to  which  it  had  been  reduced  by  the 
peace  of  Nimeguen ;  and  to  which  his  predeceffor 
.never  had  confented  ' ' .     The  expeftations  of  the 
French   proteftants  were  fatally  difappointed  by 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace.     They  had  met  with 
a  kind  reception  from  the  king  and  the  people  of 
England,   and   were  encouraged  to   hope,    that 
their   reftoration,  and  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion,  would   have  been  made  a  condition  of 

the 


'  *  The   duke  of  Lorrain  had  rendeied  cflcnii«l  fervices  to 
the  emperor  and  the  States,  in  the  war  concluded  by  the  peace 
of  Nimiguen    1678 ;  and  yet,  by  the  terms  of  the   peace,  he 
'wasalmoft  entirely  fubje<5ted  to  the  difcrction  of  France,  which  . 
indllcd  upon  retaining   the  property  of  lands  running  through 
liis  country.  *  To  theft  terms  he  had  refufed  to  confeni.     Upon 
the  comniehccmeot  of  the  war  1689,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
chief  command   of  the  imperial  army  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  publiflied  a  manifefto,  declaring  war  agaiull  France,  in  his ' 
own  right.     His  death,  April  1690,  when  he  was  juft  preparing 
to  take  the  field,  was  reckoned  ominous  to  the  allies  ;  as  he  was 
efteemed  a  gallant  foldicr  and  able  general.     The  defertion  of 
the  fon,  who  was  a  minor,  zi  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  brought  a 
great  (lain  upon  the  allies. 

The 
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CHAP,  the  treaty ;  but,  as  if  it  had  been  a  matter  of 
J^yjl"    inferior  moment,  or,  perhaps,  from  a  forebodii^ 
>^-    of  difappomtment,  their  bu(inefs  was  poi^Kmed 
till  the  clofe  of  the  treaty.     Two  days   b^ore 
figning  the  articles  between    Eng^aad,    Spain, 
Holland,  and  France,  a  memorial  was  prefented 
by  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries,  in  favour  ai  die 
proteftant  refugees.     The  French  king  receifed 
the  propofal  with  difpleafure,  and  declared,  that 
he  confidered  it  as  an  invaiion  of  his  prerogative, 
.  for  foreign  princes  to  prefume  to  interfere  in  aoy 
^     fubjeS:  conne&ed  with  the  internal  goremoieiit 
of  his  kingdom  '  ^. 
Ko  to!e-       The  proteftant  religion  fuftained  a  ihock  ia 
faiian  ch-  another  inftance ;   after  it  appeared  fecore,  by 
e^o^  the  firft  fteps  in  the  negociations  for  peace.    Ia 
feaams     conformity  to  the  articles  of  the  peace  of  Weft- 
voder  the  phalia^  admitted  as  the  bafi^  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
dominion  33  ^ell  as  the  fundamental  laws  of  die  empire, 
P'*»««*  and  repeated  and  folemn  ratifications,  it  was  dc' 
manded   by  the  ambafTadors  of  the  proteftaat 
prixu:es,  that  the  Lutheran  religiot  (bould  be  to- 
lerated in  Strafburg,  and  other  cities  of  Al&tia, 
left  in  the  polfeflion  of  France ;  but  this  demainl, 
however  juft,  and  however  much  defired  by  king 

The  queen  of  Poland  preftmeda  memorial  to  the  {doMpotcB- 
tiarics,  reprefenting,  in  fpiiitcd  and  pathetic  terms,  the  aojuftioe 
fione  to  htr  (on  and  family.  The  reftoratioo  of  l«orraixi  to  her 
fettj  (he  demanded  at  a  preliminary  10  the  peace.  "  i  pleadi'' 
fays  (he,  *^  in  behalf  of  four  orphan  children,  of  whom  the 
*<  eldeft  is  Leopold  dyke  of  Lorraio,  dcfecjKkd  from  fixty- 
**  feveh  dokes,  one  afier  abother,  of  this  augqft  race,  and  ib 
^  illuflriouSy  that  there  i«  not  any  king  or  prince  dov  livtog  io 
**  Europe,  no  not  the  king  of  Prance  himfelf,  but  has  (bme  of 
**  their  biood  running  in  his  feins."  A^ionthly  Mercery,  Juif 
1697.  The  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  relates  to  Lorr^  ;  bat 
does  DO  more  than  renew  what  was  agreed  to  at  NimigoeOy  to 
which  the  late  duke  never  had  contented.    Jbidi 

■  •  Tiodal,  ToL  iii. 

William 
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ITTilliam  and  tke  States^  was  defisated  by  Ae  bi-  C  H  A  P« 
gotry  or  HI  humaor  of  the  emperor,  who  agreed,  .^^ 
by    tfcc  fourth  artide  of  the  treaty  with  Fraace,  ^^7 
that  the  Roman  catholic  reKgion  Ihould  rcoiain  in  ' 

tlie  &fne  ftate,  in  the  places  reftOTed,  as  it  thea 
was.  A  joint  remonftrance  againft  this  article 
was  prefeated  by  the  minifters  of  the  proteflant 
princes,  but  conld  not  procure  the  fuppreffiom  of 
it ;  and,  of  coafequence,  a  great  number  of  pro- 
teft  ant  churches  was  condemned  ''• 

Whatever  demerit  was  contraded  by  the  ne- 
gle&  of  the  proteftaat  intereft,  and  whatever  in* 
juries  it  fbltamed,  in  the  inftaacesnow  mentioned, 
at  the  peace  of  Ryfwitk,  they  are  ecjuaUy  cftarge- 
able  upon  all  the  proteftaat- powers  who  were  ea<- 
gaged  ia  tiie  confederacy.    A  charge  of  a  more  Cbat^e 
heinous  satuxe,  and  deeply  affefting  the  veracity  u^^^  «»^ 
aadthe  hoosourof  William,  was  obUqueiy  infinu-  i^J^^  ^* 
aisedimaiediatiy  after  the  conclufioaof  the  peace;  confeodnf 
but  met  with  Uttle  credit  at  that  period.     It  has  ^^  the 
been  again  revived  by  a  late  hiftorian,  and  affirm-  j   ^^ 
ed  with  fttch  pofitive  aflurance,  and  with  fuch  j^^i 
preteaiioas  to  proof,  as  require  a  full  and  accu-  faceted  to 
rate  difcuffion,  in  order  to  form  a  juft  opinion  of  ^^y^owa 
the  character  of  Wilfiam,   and  of  the  internal  fj^f  °^* 
(bte  of  politics  ia  England  'S      The  charge 
agaiaft  lum  is  this ;  that,  by  a  fecnst  article  of 
the  treaty  with  Lewis,  he  confented  that  the  iba 
of  Jaaies  ihould  lucceed  to  the  erown  of  Engiaad 
after  his  own  demife }  and  that,  upon  this  exprefs 
conditioa,  Lewis  engaged  to  acknowledge  the 
title  of  WiUiam,  and  to  give  him  no  difturbance 
in  the  pofleifion  of  the  crown  during  the  remain- 
ing part  of  his  life  '  ^» 

■^  Buniet»  1697. 
'*  MaqshcrfoD^  YoL^ii.  c.  a, 
'    '»  ibid. 

That 
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CHAP.      That  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge,  2! 7 
^^^*-    full  information,  concerning  the  nature  and  e> 
160^  dence  of  this  charge,  1  fliall  now  recite  the  rr 
cumftances  from  which  it  arofe,  and  attend  ro  i: 
different  inferences  drawn  from  them  by  contc^.- 
porary  authors.      1  (hall  next  give  a  fair  accoL". 
of  the  authority   and  evidence,  upon  which  u, 
opinion  of  Mr.  Macpherfon  is  founded  ;  and^^^L 
ftate  the.objeftions,  to  which,  both  that  cvidet::. 
and  his  conclufions,  are  liable* 
Foandcd      'After  the  treaty  of  peace  had  been  carried  : 
upon  the  f^j.  three  months,  without  the  near  profpectof 
c-s  be^"    conclufion,  the  curiofity  and  expectation,  of  a 
twecnthe  the  diflferent  parties  concerned  in  it^  were  aitrac 
raFlof      ed  by  a  nev\r  and  unlooked-for  fcene -of  negou 
^^A^h^^  ation.      1  he  earl  of  Portland,    the  confident  -. 
marftial     ^^^8  William,  and  marflial  Boufflers,  one  of  r^ 
BouiHcrs.  generals  of  France,  often  met  between  the  i^: 
armies  near  Hall,  without  attendants,  and  co 
tinued   for    a    confiderable   time   in  conferecc 
The  firft   of  thefe  conferences  was.  held  on  liu 
tenth  of  July,    one  thoufand   fix  hundred  2:- 
ninety-feven  ;  they  were  repeated  onthefifteeu  1. 
the  twentieth,    the    twenty-fixth,    of    the  i^r 
month,  and  concluded  on  the  fourth  of  Aug': 
when,  after  having  remained  fevcral  hours  in  : 
field,  the  earl  and  the  marfhal  retired  to  a  ho. . 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Hall,  called  for  pen,  ink,  £^ 
paper,    and,  it   is  fuppofcd,  reduced  to  writii: 
the   fubjcct   or  terms  of  peace,  which  they  t-- 
previoufly   difcufTed  and  fettled  in  the  field  ' 
The  day  after  this  laft  interview  the  king  left  '}■'■ 
camp,  and  retired  to  Loo ;  and  the  earl  of  IV: 
land  was   fent  to  acquaint  the  commiffioners  : 
the  allies,  that,  fo  far  as   concerned  his  ir.a ::  - 

**  Ilirorlaiis  of  ihc  tints. 
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every  thing  was  fettled  between  England   and  C  f?  A  P. 
Fraiiice;  and  to  recommend  to  thera,  and  parti-  ^J^^^^^ 
cuiarly  to  the  agents  of  the  emperor,  who  had     ^^^^^ 
hitherto  appeared  tardy  and  diifatisfied,  to  hadeti 
their  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  general  peac^j*  b.-j  'lij' 

It  never  was  clearly  afcerta^nt^,;'vl'Hether  thefe 
detached    conferences^,  ,  JJiBtfiffcfri  "Portland    and 
Boufflers,,   wei^o  '^firftpropofed   by  William   or 
Lewis;  irtcf/ as  the   fubjeft  of  them  remained  aConjec- 
proftund  myftery,  not  only  to  the  world,  but  .tot"''"  of 
the   plenipotentiaries  of   the  confederates,    ^^ey  ^^"'^V^P^]^ 
proved  the  occafion  of  various  conjefturesi  andr^Ts/ 
excited  the  hopes  and  the  fears  of  dift'ereut  par- concern- 
ties.      Doftor   Burnet   afferts,    that  the   earl  ofji^g^*'^ 
Portland  told  him,  that  the  fubjea  of  thefe  con  p;^^^ 
rerences  was  concernmg  kmg  James      .     Kennetr^r^Qccs. 
informs  us,  that  many  of  king  William's  friends  , 
entertained  a  fufpicion,  that  he  had  entered  into 
a  private  agreement   with   the  king   of    France 
about  king  James,  or  his  iffue,  upon  conditions 
of  having   the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  doml- 
nions  during  life^    and  of  being  acknowledged 
king  of  Great  Britain   by  his  Chriftian  majefly  ; 
that  fome  were  of  opinion,  that  thefe  confere  ices 
related  to  the  dowry  of  king  James's  queen  ;  and 
that  others  again,  at  a  later  period,  conjeftared, 
that   they*  were  the  foundation  of  the   partirion 
treaty,   afterwards    concluded    between    William 
and  the  king  of  France  ^\     The  author  of  the 
l^ife  of   William   adopts    the  narrative   of  Ken- 
net  *  *.     In  an  extra^  of  the  Life  of  James,  pub- 
li(hed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  it  is  pofitively  affirm- 


»'    Vic  de  Bouiflcrs.     Life  of  William.    ' 

**   Burnet,  1697. 

*3    Kennct,  vol.  Iii  p.  737.  - 

**  Life  of  Williim,   \o\,  iii.  1697. 
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C  H  A  P«  ed,   *^  That  the  king  x)f  France  had  onderiiad 

^jy^  **  prevailed  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  cob- 

,^.     **  fent  that  the  prince  of  Wales  (hoHld  fncceed 

Extras     ^  to  the  throne  of  England  after  his  death." 

from  the    But,  according  to  the  feme  extraft,    ••  the  pro- 

Life  of     <6  p^fj^i  ^j^g  rejefted  by  James,  upon  the  fcore  o^ 

charring    "  coufcience*    He  could  not  fupport  the  thoughts 

king  wil-  ^  of  making  his  own  child  an  accompKce  to  his 

liaiD  with  €t  unjuft  dethronement  * '  /'    Upon  the  authority 

^Ifemed  ^^  ^*  cxtraft,  Mr.  Macphcrfon  admits  it  as  a 

to  tho  fuc-  ^^»  ^^^  ^^^  fucceffion  of  the  fon  of  the  exiled 

ceffioQ  of  king  was  the  fubjed  of  the  fecrct  negociations, 

Us  foa.     carried  on  by  the  earl  of  Portland  and  marfhal 

Boufflers ;  that  William  confeoted  to  the  fon  of 

James  fucceeding  to  the  throne  of  England  after 

his  death ;  that  Lewis  engaged,  upon  this  con* 

dition,  to  acknowledge  his  title,  and  allow  his 

reign  to  elapfe  in  pdace }  and  that  thus,  a  myftery, 

long    impenetrable,   is    now   cleary  developed. 

From  thefe  conclufions,  this  biftorian  declaims, 

with  pointed  inventive,  againli  the  hypocrify,  the 

ambition,  and  the  treachery,  of  the  man,  whofe 

adions  have  been  hitherto  afcribed  ta  public  spirit, 

and  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious  libertf. 

In  order  to  fuftain  the  charge,  and,  perhaps,  to 

extenuate  the  guilt  involved  in  it,  he  enumerates 

the  motives,    which,    probably,    prevailed  with 

William  to  facrifice  honour,  principle,  and  con- 

fiftency  of  charader,  to  political  advantages  **. 

But  if  the  fad  is  once  admitted,  the  prr^priety 

of  the  detradion  will  not  be  controverted  ;  and 

the  charader  of  William  muft  fii^,  in  the  efti- 

.  mation  of  thofe,  who,  however  much  they  may 

**  life  of  James,  i6^y,  Extrad  i, 
*^  Macpherfon,  toI.  ii.  c,  iiir 
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be  warpeid  by  the  prejudice  of  party,  ftill  main-C  H  AP. 
:ain  inflexible  principles  of  morality,  and  a  fu-  i^y^V. 
preme  vetieration  for  immaculate  examples  of  bo-     ,^. 
Qour  and  patriotifm. 

At  the  very.threfliold  of  this  difpute,  the  can-  Reaibns 
]id  inquirer  will  findhimfelf  daggered  with  thofeforcaiJiiij 
rircumftances  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  with  *?  V^ 
rcfpeft  to  the  authority  of  that  information,  which  ^JIS,^ 
is  the  folitary'bafis  of  fuch  deep  crimination,  im*  of  t^^. 
puted  to  the  chara^er  of  William.    It  is  acknow-  traa. 
ledged  by   this  author,  that  the  Continuation  of 
the  Life  of  James,  from  which  the  extrad,  con- 
taining this    remarkable   information,    is   tran- 
fcribea,  was  written  or  compofed,  not  by  James 
himfelf,  but  by  another  hand  *\    But  he  adds, 
^  As  it  was  done  under  his  infpedion,  and  cor- 
**  refied  by  himfelf,  it  poffeffes  as  muchjiuthority 
*^  as  if  it  nad  been  written  by  him,  in  his  own 
**  hand  ••/'      To   every  inquifitive  reader  the 
following  queftions  will  fpontaneoufly  occur,  as 
the  folution  of  them  appears  moft  important,  to 
direft  his  judgment  upon  the  fubjefk  now  under 
our  contemplation.      Who  was  the  author  or 
writer  of  the  Continuation  of  the  Life  of  James  ? 
From  whom  did  he  derive  his  information  ?  From 
what  evidence  is  it  concluded,  that  the  work  was 
revifed  or  corre&ed  by  James?    Can  any  fatis- 
fadory  reafon  be  afligned,  why  James,  who  fur- 
vived  four  years  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwidc,  and 
who  had  committed  to  writing,  with  inceflant  la- 
hour,  many  trivial  incidents  of  his  former  life, 
fiiould  have  laid  down  the  pen,  and  difcontinued 
his  journal,  when  an  event  ftarted  up,  fo  inte- 
relUng  to  his  family,  fo  reproachful  to  the  cha- 

*'  life  of  Jameti  1697,  Exu-ad  2,  io  the  note.    ' 
*•  Life  of  Janctft  1^7. 

raQcf 
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rafter  of  his  antagonift  ;  an  event  which  afforded 
^_^^^^.fo  honourable  a  teilimony,  as  he  imagined,  to  the 
J  5^^      fteadinefs  and  purity  of  his  own  principles  ;  and 
which,  in  various  points  of  view,  muft  have  ap- 
peared a  diftinguilhed  fubjeft  of  record  ? 
Circum-        ^^^  fuppofe   again,    that  the  propofal,  of  fc- 
fiances      curing  to  the  family  of  James  the  fucceilion  to  the 
which ren- crown,  had  really  been. made  by  Lewis,  agree: 
Pa^U     ^^  ^y  William,  and  imparted  to  James,  isitcre- 
Icgcd  i'm-  dible;  that  it  could  have  been  concealed  from  tie 
probable,   friends  of  the  latter  ?  or,  if  the  fad   had   been 
made  known  to  them,  that  it  fhould  not  have  en- 
tered the  circle  of  converfation,  and  added  to  the 
mafs  of  political  intelligence,  among   all  partio 
in  France  and  England  ?  It  is  not  alleged,  in  the 
Life  of  James,  nor  pretended  by  Mr.  Macpher- 
fon,  that  Lewis  exafted  any  obligation  to  fecre- 
cy  from  James ;  nor  was  there  any  reafon  why 
he  fliould  have  come  under  fuch  an  obligation, 
fince  the  tranfaftion  was  begun  and  finifhed  with- 
out his   knowledge  or  participation  *'.     Befidcs 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  a  fecret,  fo  well  caicu. 
Ijited  to  gratify  curiofity  and  excite  aftonilhment, 
which  are  ftrong  temptations   to   reveal  fecrets, 
various  and  prefling  motives  muft  have  induced 
the  friends  of  Lewis  and  James  to  divulge  it  to 
the  world.     The  latter  were  depreffed  and  offend- 
ed by  the  coldnefs  with  whiclj  the  affairs  of  thei: 
mafter.were  treated,  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
negociations  at  the  congrels,  and  at  laft  driven  to 
deipair,  and  filled  with  indignation,  when  the} 
found  that  his  interefts  were  treacheroufly  ncgleS- 
ed   by  Lewis,  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwick.     After 
repeated  and  flattering  promifes,  Lewis  did  not  fo 
much  as  infift,  that  the  commiiBoners  of  Jame> 

*^  Life  of  Bentintk,  Biographia  BritiDnica. 


POLITICAL  TRANSACTIONS,   &c.  545 

(hould  be  accelTory  to  the  negotiations  for  peace.  CHAP. 
Even  his  memorials  were  excluded  from  confider-  ^J^''* 
ation,  nor  did  it  appear,  that  any  remonRrance    ,5q-^ 
or  proteftation  was  entered,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  king,  in  order  to  palliate  the  indignity  of 
the   affront;  or  any  condition  or  advantage  ob- 
tained  by  his  interceffion  for  James,  to  mitigate 
the  feverity  of  a  fentence  of  degradation  and  ex- 
ile, corroborated  by  *the  folemn  engagements  of 
the  moft  confiderable  princes  of  Europe'®,     If 
the  French  king  had  (lipulated  for  the  fucceffion 
of  the  fon,  and,  more  efpecially,  if  the  rejeSion 
of  this  article  no  longer  required  it  to  be  locked 
up  in  fecrecy,  he  would  have  had  fomething  to 
plead  with  the  friends  of  the  father,  to  appeafe 
their  refentment,  and  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
his  friendfhip.     It  might  have  been  feprefented, 
fairly,    in  behalf  of  Lewis,  that,  when  the   cir- 
cumljances  of  his  own  fubjefts  were  taken  into 
confideration,    difcouraged,    drained   of  money, 
depopulated  by  war  and  famine,  the  compromife 
he  obtained  for  the  family  of  James  was  a  fuffici- 
ent  apology  for  a  temporary,  external  dereliftion 
of  his  intereft. 

But,  fuppofing  that  James  neither  chofe  to  ad- 
mit nor  to  furnifh  others  with  any  apology  for 
the  conduft  of  Lewis,  by  accepting  his  offer  to 
fecure  the  reverfionary  fucceffion  of  the  crown  of 
England  to  his  family,  while  his  own  perfonal 
title  was  formally  difciaimed  and  abandoned ; 
yet,  what  reafon  could  he  have  for  making  a  fe- 
cret  of  a  tranfadlion,  the  difcovery  of  which  ^uft 
have  fo  highly  redounded  to  his  private  advan- 
tage, both  as  it  eftablilhed  the  refined  integrity  of 


Tindal>  toL  lii. 

N  n  hift 
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CH  AP.  bi5  (JisMra^^r,  ami  Wgbt  bave  Q^eAually.  zim- 
,3^^^  niftered  to  the  confoUtion  of  his  friends,  and  the 
ig^,  future  fuppprt  of  his  intereft,  r^ady  ta  expire  by 
their  defpondency,  i^  conf(^qiieDC9  of  the  peace? 
James,  according  to  the  account  extrade4  from 
bi$  Life,  rejeftea  th^  propofal  of  Lewis ;  becaule 
it  was  fraught  with  injuftice,  s^ad  muil  hzrc  lo^d- 
ed  his  fon  with  guilt.  His  friei\ds»  who  (KJafted 
of  his  moderation  and  difmtereilednefs,  i|i  de- 
clining to  accept  the  crown  of  Poland  ' ' ,  mu& 
have  Uitenpds  wuh  applaufe  and  delight^  to  a  more 
llriiking  exaoiple  of  the  fcrupulous  rigpur  of  his 
jufticf ,  and  the  power  of  hU  faith,  by  fpuniing 
at  indiref^  means  to  eft^hlifli  a  righieoos  caufe, 
while  he  relied  entirely  uppn  tb^  juOice  of  Firovi- 
dence,  for  the  reftoration  of  the  dignity  and 
rights  of  his  family. 

In  a  political  yiew,  the  conninumcatioii  of  tbk 
important  fecr^t  muft  have  been  falutary  to  the 
ini;erefts  of  JameSi^  How  o^uch  would  it  hare 
contributed  to  raife  the  dropping  hopes  of  bis 
^iendsj^  and  to  keq>.  alive  ainpng  them  tbe  ^irit 
of  unioii  and  enterprifi^j^  to  hav^  beiea  iaform^ 
that  the  reiloration  oJF  the  royal  fan^Uy  was  pro- 
fot^  l^y  Lewijs.)  and;  that  ^very  obftaicle  to  tbai 
dWirabji^  even;t  would  be  reoo^ed  by  the  d^th  d 
WiUian\?  The  accQrQ|4i(bnm[if  of  theaur  £cmde^ 
wiC^e^  W^  oBl,y  fpf  s^  ^fort  tUn^  to  be  ddayed 
Th^  knowledge  of  fiich.  an.  im^rtant  (l^cfet  nugbr 
ec^l^ly  baye.  b^ea  iqiproved  ipto  an  «9ticipau<Mi  of 

>'•  Atat  th^des^th  of  Sobetfti.  i$(^  Jjimat  watpcapoM, 
by  bm^  of  the  ek^pn*  to  h^  kit  ftiq^fTiK:  lo.  lii^  cr»ff»  <i^ 
HoUnd.  Lewis  made  intiipttioa  of  thi$^  to  James^  «o<l  pro- 
bably wifhed  him  fuccefs,  as  it  woold  reliere  himfelf  from  his 
en|afiements  to  reftore  bim  to  the  throne  of  Eoghtnd.     Ja 


retuled  the  offer,  becaufe  he  thoaght  it  woulj^ji^J^^  ctBuaoA* 
dqn  of  his  right  to  the  cro^n  of  Engtaod.     Life  of  Jaion* 

' 1 696. 
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th^objea,  which  was  yrt  cUftant  and  uncertain*  C  H  A  t. 
If  it  had  once  tranfpired,  that  William  had  cbn-  .^.^y^l^ 
fsnted  to  the  reftoration  of  the  exiled  family,  the     ,5^^ 
<iifi^poiatment  and  ref^ntnieat  of  one  party,  no 
lefs  than   the  hopes  and  affe^ions  of  another, 
mud  have  proved  fatal  to  his  dignity  and  life. 
Alt  parties  would  have  contended,  with  afBdtlity 
and  zeat,  to  make  their  count,  by  whatever  means 
were  mod  acceptabl^^  to  the  houfe^  to  which  the 
royal  power  was  to  return  land  be  attached). 

if  no  other  purpofe  hot  the  grdtificatbri  of  ifaa- 
lice  could  have  been  obtained  by  it^  yet  tbak  would 
have  been  fufHcient  inducement  for  prorclaimihg 
to  the  worid  a  h&y  fo  deftru^ive  of  the  reputa^' 
don  o^  WilHam.     lie  w6uid  have  been  hekl  fdrth 
as  the  bafeft  iinpoftor,  that  ever  made  any  pre- 
$ei;^ions  to  principles  and  patrtottfm.     Confider- 
mg  the  hazards  10  ^hich  fuch  a  cofiipa^*  maft 
have  expoTed  bis  dij^tiity^    his   reputation,    bis 
ll^e  }  he  muft  have  appeared^  ndt  only  devoid  of 
principle,   biit  whaic  his  enemies  never  dkged, 
unacqoanvted  with  bumaA  A^ture^    itnd  ntterty 
dieftk^He  of  the  firft  prk^ples  of  prudence  and 
policy^    Would  he  have  coniiinted  to  a  mtxSan 
that  put  him  fo  much  isr  the  pcf^er'of  his  ene^ 
mies  ?    He  weU  knew,  thlik  any  condeffioos  made' 
hy  France,  for  his  dignity  and  peace,  were  meiiety 
complimeatal^*  and  cOnftfaiwd  b^  ncceffity  ;  znd 
chat  no  obtigatioA  fe  honour  or  feerecy  would 
have  reArained  Lewis  from  <impioying  fo  fit  an 
mfbrumetfc  to  gratify  bisr  refemment^  aigsprnft  i 
perfen,  whafeeraed  to  be  faifed  by  Heaven  ta  be 
a  check  and  fcourg^  to  hk  ainbhionw' 

The  filence  of  later  aimhoi'^,'  no  le&  than*  the 

fentiraeaitf  and  befaa>viour  of  eonteteporary  hilto« 

^iansy  heighten   this  mtredibiKty  of    WiHiam'i 

baviag  bem  accefib/v,   or  confentin^   to^  any 

fi  n  2  propofal 
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^\H  A  P.  propofal  for  reftormg  the  exiled  family.      The 
^J^/^  malice  of  his  enemies  did  not  ceafe  upon  the  ex- 
,5^^-     piration  of  his  life  and  power.      The  rancour  of 
a  party,  irritated  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterpxife, 
and  by  their  own  difappointment  in  repeated  at- 
tempts to  overturn  his  power,  was  tranfniitted, 
with  unabated  vehemence,  to  the  reprefentatives 
of  their  families,  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  their  prin- 
ciples ;  and  the  condud  of  William  has  been  fifted 
with  all  that  feverity  of  criticifm,  and  attacked 
with  all  that  afperity  of  invedive,    which  are 
ufually  levelled  againit  perfonal  enemies,  and  the 
living    authors    of  recent    injuries.      Is  it   not 
^  amazing,    that  a  tranfaftion,   fo  decifively  fatal 

to  his  reputation,  fhould  never  have  reached  the 
ear  open  to   the  whifpers  of  fcandal,    nor   met 
the  eye    intent  on    the   page    of  defamation  ? 
Among    the   multitude    of    fevere    inquifitorial 
fearchers,  who  have  ranfacked  every  fequcftcrcd 
repofitory  of  information,  nothing  but  the  moft 
profound  iilence  remains,  with  refpe£l  to  the  h& 
now  in  queftion,  '  Which  then,  let  the  judicious 
reafoner  pronounce,  which   of    the  alternatives 
is  beil  entitled  to  belief;  that  a  fa£t  fo  extraordi- 
nary and  interefling  fhould  have  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  and  refearch  of  the  curious,  inquifitive, 
and  malicious  reader;    or,  that  it  fhould  hare 
been  forged  and  interpolated  at  a  later  period,  by 
enemies  to  the  perfon  and  politics  of  William  ? 
Origin  of      Nor,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  this  calumny, 
fioDuiwn^^  injurious  to  the  charafter  of  William,    had 
the  memo- fpread  immediately  after  the  date  of  the  tranf- 
ry  of        aSlon  with  which  it  was  connected,    would  it 
William,   require  any  ftretch  of  ingenuity  to  account  for 
The  fuc-   i^s  origin   and  currency,  without  admitting  it  to 
ceffion  of  have  exifted  in  faft.     The  plan  of  reftoring  the 
the  fon  of  fcepter  to  the  family  of  James  muft,  unavoid- 

iired  by  *^V' 

l^ewif* 
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ably^  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  Lewis,  when  CHAP. 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  depart  from  his  promife  to  ^J^^^]^ 
the  father,  and  formed  the  refolution  of  ad^LnoML**  ^1697 
ledgingthe  title  of  William.    Afliamed  of  having 
deferted  his  friend,  but  unable  to  adhere  to  his 
firft  engagements,  he  might,  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  confolation  to  James,  as  well  as  for  hit 
own  vindication,  fuggeft  the  profpeft  of  the  fon'i 
elevation.     He  might  undertake  to  lend  his  hand 
to  accompliih  it/     Nay,  he  might  probably  pro- 
ceed farther,  and  propDfe  this  compromife,  at  the 
congrefs  of  Ryfwick,    by  way  of  peace-oflFering* 
to  James,  indignant  and  huhibled  becaufe  his  de- 
thronement  and  exile  were  to  be  rarified  in  the 
terms  of  the  peace.     It  was  of  little  importance 
to  Lewis,  whether  it  was  agreed  to  or  not.     His 
intention  was  anfw^red  ;  his  breach  of  friend(hip, 
in  fome   degree,  expiated,  if  he  had   it  ii^   his 
power  to  fay  that  he  had  made  fuch  a  propofal^ 
Indeed,  fcom  the  ihfluence  of  contingent  circum- 
ftances  in  England,  it  was,  at  leaft,  not  an  im- 
probable event,  that,  without  the  mediation  of 
Lewis,   the  fon  of  James  might  fucceed  to  the 
throne  of    his   anceftors ;    but    the   confent  of 
William,  upon   all    rational  grounds  of  political 
calculation,  would  have  tended  to  obltrud,  rather 
than  to  promote,  that  event.     The  ambition  of 
ihe  priricefs  Anne,  which  often  fuppreffed  the  re- 
turning emotions  and  ftruggles  of  natural  affeflion, 
would  inftantly  have  taken  alarm :  the  llrenuous 
exertion  of  her  friends  would  have  been  en\ploy- 
ed,    every  intereft  improved,  and  every  party  in- 
vited, to  fortify  the  act  of  fettlemerit.     Nor  is  it 
.   in  the  lead  degree  probable,  confidering  the  an- 
tipathy of  the  Englifti  nation  to  "France,  that  they 
woqld  have  ^onfented  to  receive  a  prince,  upon 
the  ftipulation  of  the  French  king  with  William, 

in 
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C  H  A  P»  lA  dired'^ontFadl^iQO  to  the  ivowcd  priac^los  of 
^^J^^^^  th^  Uu^f^  Wi  U>  tlw  aft  of  r^tileoient  promoted 
f 69?r  ^7  '^^^  •  influwiCN  The  coafent  of  Lewis  to  ac* 
knowle^g^  the  foq  of  James,  as. king  of  3ritaia« 
fQ\kX  ypB^i  ^/ci^fwards,  upon  the  demifc  of  his  fa* 
ther,  F^red  tb«  indignfttkm  of  the  people  ia 
England  i  ami  cooltratned  a  tory  miniftry,  ia  op* 
fqtmqt^  to  fbm  political  prediledioos,  to  oiter 
Into  the  fecQPd  grand  alliance* 

Thei  teftimooy  of  a  refpe^able  omtesnporaiy 
aiKthQr  adds  great  weight  to  thefe  conjectures, 
€oa€;(eriuAg  the  origin  of  the  ftf^,  relative  to  the 
Conjfecf-  fMCC^flTiofli  ©f  tbft  fon  of  the  abdicated  king.  In 
turc  th^  MeWQifs.  of"  the  Diirfte  of  Berwick,  wo  oicet 
foanded  with  the  foHowing  leoDiarkable  paiTa^>  diredly 
upon  the   jppiiQ^y^  to  th«  fa^  uftder  coDttovcrfy  :    ?•  A 

aotljomy    ,,  ^^^^  ^j^jj^  ^^^^  ^^^    p^^^  ^^   Ryfwick.    his 

duke  of  ^*  Wioft  chriftian  majeftv  bad  prppofed  to  the  king 
Berwick.  <«^  ^f  JEoglaftd,  that,  if  he  wboldfufferthepriiice 
«  of  Orange  to  enjoy  the  kitigdom'  in  quiet,  he 
«<  would  ejifure  the  polGsifioQ  of  it^  after  his 
^*  deathi,  to  ihe  prince  of  Wales.  The  i^ueeo, 
**  wHoi  wfs  prefeHkt  at  the  converfation,  woiiki 
*^  no(  aUow  her  hud^and  time  toaiifwer;  and 
^v  dcsclared  that  ihe  would  father  fee  her  fen 
*^  dead,  thaii  in  poSe/Uoii  of  the  crown  to  the 
t^  pr^Udiee^  of  bi^  fathef ;  upon  which  faiimoft 
*^  chriftian  majefty  changed  the  cottveriatioD* 
'<  It  is  probable^  that  wtiat  be  had  faid,  had 
/^  been  previoufly  concerted  with  the  prince  of 
f^  Qrange;  and  it  ws[s,  if  Imay  venture  to  fay 
*•  it,    a :  great  imprudence  jo    refute   fuch    an 

The  attentive  reader  need  not  bedireftedto 
obfevve,  that,  the  acctrunt  given '  by  the  duke  of 

-<>*  '■'  jjy^enHwrs  of  tho  PoW«  ot  Berwick.  v©l.  i.  p,  fS7f 
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Bervtrick,  in  thefe  fentaiccs,  concerning  the  pro.-C  H  A  P. 
pofed  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  England,  dif- .  ^^'^^ 
fcTSj  in  very  material  circumftartces,   from  that    ,^xl 
^hich  is  publiihed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  in  the 
Continuation  of  the  life  of  James.     The  latter 
foppofes  this  propofal  to  have  entered  into  the  ne- 
gociations  for  peace  at  Ryfwick.      The  former 
nates  it  to  have  been  pofterior  to  that  event.     If 
it  had  been  firft  ftarted  at  the  negociations  for 
peace,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  duke  of  Berwick 
could  have  been  ignorant  of  it.     A  more  ftrikrng 
dtfcrepancy  ftill  occurs  between  the  accounts  of 
thefe  two  authors.     The  duke  of  Berwick  afcribes 
the  refufal  of  this  offer  tnade  by  Lewis,  not  to 
James  himfelf,  but  to  his  queen.     James  atfumes 
the  fofe  merit  of  the  tefufa!  to  himfelf.     The 
dvrke  of  Berwick  indeed  adds :    It  is  probable, 
**  that  tvhat  he  faid  had  been  previoufly  conpert- 
•*  ed  t^ith  the  prince  of  Orange  *\''    But  this 
is  merely  a  matter  of  conjefture.    If  it  ha4  been 
known  to  him  as  a  faft,  he  would  have  mentioned 
It  as  fuch,  and,  probably,  would  not  have  miifed 
fa  inviting  an  opportunity  of  blackening  the  cha*  v 

rafter  of  a  perfon,  whom  he  confidered  as  the 
afurpcr  of  his  father*s  throne.  As  the  duke  of 
Berwick  was  a  man  of  veracity  and  honour,  and 
as  there  is  no  reafon  for  fufpe£l;ing  the  authenti- 
city of  his  memoirs,  it  is  probable  that  his  ftory 
is  grounded  upon  fa^}  and  it  isjud  what  might 
naturaHy  have  been  e):pedled,  from  the  podure 
of  political  circum(tances,  and  the  temper  and 
views  of  the  French  king,  already  defcribed. 
Confcious,  of  having  fo  deeply  wounded  the 
feelings  of  James,  to  fobth  his  anxiety  and  re- 
(lore  nis  hopes,  Lewis  had  recourfe  to  this  expe- 
dient ;  and,  ih  order  to  give  tb^colour  of  fince- 

3^  l^t  .idirs  of  the  Duke  of  Bcrwrck,  p.  1 58. 

rity  ' 
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C  H  A  P.rity  to  his  ftiendfliip,  he  might' boaft  of  having 
^^^^  mentioned  the  fubjefl:  to  William,  and  of  having 
i6o7     ^^^^^^^^  ^^^  confent.     Let  the  impartial  inquirer, 
^  '    after  due  attention  to  thefe  arguments  and  obfer- 
vations,    decide,    Whether  the  authority  of  the 
dukjB   of  Berwick,  thus  fairly  conftrued,    ought 
not,  in  the  fcale  of  evidence,  to  overbalance  the 
tale  of  an  anonymous  author,  contradifled  by  the 
face  of  external  circumftances,  and  by  all  the  mo- 
tives, which  can  be  imagined  to   have  operated 
upon  the  parties  concerped  in  this  tranfaftion  ? 
•    So  much  in  fupport  of  the  negative  conclufion, 
that  the  conferences  between  the  earl  of  Portland 
and  the  marflial  fioufilers  did  not  relate  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion   of.  the  prince  of  Wales ;    and  the  argu- 
ments for  this  conclufion  would  have  maintained 
their  force  unbroken  and  entire,  upon  the  fuppo- 
fition,  that  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  conferences  had 
remained  under  the  (hades  of  impenetrable  dark- 
Thc  (ub-   jjgfjj^     But  if  we  attain  pofitive  evidence  toafcer- 
iollfcrcn.  ^^^^^^^ '^^4'*^^  of  them,  and  if  they  were  of  a 
ces  be-      nature  fo  delicate  and  interefting,  as  to  juftify  the 
tween        anxiety  and  privity  with  which  they  were  con- 
^^H  R^^'f  ^^^^^>  ^^  ^^^  warranted,  with  greater  aflfurance, 
flers.  ^"  'to  contradid  the  fufpicions  and  reproaches  which 
they  have  excited,  to  the  difad vantage  of  a  cha- 
radtef,  fo  emin>ently   entitled  to  the  refpefl:  and 
gratitude  of  every  Britifh  fubjed. 
Informa-        Bifhop  Burnet  informs  us,  that  the  fubje^  of 
tion  of      thefe  conferences  was  concerning  king  James  and 
puroct.     ijjg  queen  ;  and  this  information  he'  gives,    not 
upon  private  opinion  or  conjefture,  but  upon  the 
authority  of  the  earl  of  Portland,  who  managed 
them  upon  the  part  of   the  king    of    England. 
**  That  lord  told  me  himfelf,  that  the  fubjcO  of 
**  thefe  conferences  was  concerning  king  James. 
**  The   king  defired  to  know    how  the  king  ot 
.  f  ^  France  intended  to  difpofe  of  him,  and  how  he 
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could  own  hini,  and  yet  fupport  the  other, CHAP. 

The  king  of  France  would  not  renounce  the  .^^^^- 
*  protefting  him  by  any  article  of  treaty ;  but  it  ^^ 
r  was  agreed  between  them,  that  the  king  of 
p'  France  (hould  give  him  no  afliftance,  nor  give 
r  the  king  any  difturbance  upon  his  account ; 
'**  and  that  he  (hould  retire  from  the  court  of 
*'  France,  either  .to  Avignon  or  to  Italy.  On 
*^  the  other  hand,  his  queen  ihould  have  fifty 
^'  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  which  was  her  jointure 
**  fettled  after  his  death ;  and  that  it  ihould  now 
^^  be  paid  her,  he  being  reckoned  as  dead  to  the 
'^  nation ;  and  in  this  the  king  very  readily  ac- 
"  quiefced.  Thefe  meetings  made  the  treaty  go 
"  on  with  greater  difpatch,  this  tender  point 
**  being  once  fettled  '*." 

Whatever  exceptions  may  be  made  to  the  tef-Hj^^j^. 
timony  of  Burnet  in  particular  indances,  yet  fewra<nerat 
perfons  of  candour,  who  have  taken  pains  to  in-*"  J»«ftc- 
veftigate  his  chara^er,  will  be  inclined  to  deny,*^**"* 
that  he  revered  the  authority  of  conlcience  j  and 
therefore,    (incen  ly    declared   what  he   himfelf, 
often    uith  much  prejudice,   believed  to  be  the 
truth.     From   the  celerity  with  which  he  wrote, 
he  is  inaccurate  as  to  dates,  and  often  confufed, 
from  his  lumping  analogous  events  and  mealures, 
which  were  feparated  by  a  long  interval  of  time. 
Natural  kecnnefs  of  temper,    fharpened  by   the 
zeal   of  a   partifan,  rendered   him   credulous  of 
whatever  information  redounded  to   the  honour 
of  his  own  party,  or  to  the  difcredit  and  reproach 
of  his  political  antagonifts,     A  reftlefs  curiofity 
made  him  bufy  in  prying  into  reclufe  fcenes,  and 
picking  up   n.alignant    and   frivolous  anecdotes, 
degrading  to  the  dignity  of  hiftory.     An  uncom- 
mon ihare  of  vanity  rendered  him  eager  to  em- 

'*♦  Burnet,  1697. 

brace 
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CHAP,  brace  every  opportuaity  of  advanriag  his  own 
^  ^^^ ,  eonfequence,   by  comntunicating   to    the  world 
^i6o7-^  *^^  ^^^  carious  intelligence,  and  to  make  the  ' 
moft  of  irtiat  he  had  gathered  from  channdf  of  ' 
information,  to  which  few  had  accefs.      From 
thefe  infirmitieg,  he  was  liable  to  believe  precipi- 
tately, and  to  judge  uncharitably.     He  may  be 
fbmetimes  blind  to  the  hypocrify  of  Ihs  friends, 
and  fometimes  indulge  in  the  tone  of  encomiaitic 
declamation ;  and  more  frequently  he  may  dege-    i 
nerate  into  the  mean  fcurrility  and  virulence  of 
libeU    With  fuch  impreffions  of  his  charader, 
impartial  inqnirers  after  truth  will  be  fcrupnlottily 
cautious  in  attending  to  the  evidence  of  the  facts 
be  brings  forward ;  and  they  will  often  find  reafon 
to  withhold  their  aflent  from  the  conchifions  he 
draws  from  them,  and  from  the  opinions  he  de- 
livers upon  his  own  judgment,   efpectally  with 
refpe^  to  fubjeds  relating  to  the  character  and 
the  meafures  of  parties.     But,  after  all  thefe  de- 
du^ions,   no  inconfiderable  degree    of    reiped 
win  be  found,  up<m  reafonable  grounds,  due  10 
the  information  of  Burnet.     Of  nis  fincerity,  or 
intended  veracity,  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt. 
If  he  mentions  any  fad,  which  he  either  faw  or 
heard  from  others,  we  may  believe  that  he  enher 
faw  or  heard  it.     The  earl  of  Portland  was  the 
moft  competenc  perfon  to  inform  him  concerning 
the  fubjedi  of  the  fect«  conference^  carried  on  at 
Hall,  between  Boufflers  and  himfelf.    Th^t  no- 
bleman, who  could  have   no  motive  to  decdte 
Bbrnet,  told  him,  that  theie  conferences  relateJ 
forking  James  and  the  jointure  of  hi^  qtreen. 
Accoont       ^^  ^^^  evidence  of  the  fubjeS  of  thefe  con- 
giTcoby    fopcnccs  doeft  not    reft  upon  the  tefiimony  of 
the  mar-    Bttmet,  OT  Upon  information  flowing  only  from 
quis  dc     one  of  the  parties  concerned.     The  marquis  d$ 

Torcy 
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Torcy  mcntioni  chefe  cofil^reAces,   in  order  to  C  H  A  F. 
confute  a  vulgar  opinion,  that  the  regulation  of  J^^^!^ 
the  Spanilh  fucceffion  made  any  part  of  the  Tub-     ^^^ 
je£b  of  theoi ;  and  he  affirms,  that  they  related  to  Torcy 
three  other  articles  ;  his  account  of  the  firft  of  fonc«™- 
nrhich  precifeiy  coincides  with  the  information  J.^^p|j!^^^ 
which  Burnet  received  from  the  earl  of  Portland.  ^^  be-  ' 
"  By  the  firft,*'    "  fays  he,    ^*  William  infifted  twcco 
"  that  his  enemies  ihould  receive  no  affiftance  ^^^^^^ 
**  fTX)m  France.      In  particnlar,   he  mentioned  J^^^. 
*'  his  father-in*  law,  king  James.    For  che  ferther 
'^  fecurity  of  bis  mafter,  lord  Portland  demand- 
'*  ed,    that  this    unfortunate  prince  fiionld  be 
^*  obliged  to  remove  from  France,  and  to  follow 
*^  his  unproptious  ftar  to  Home,   or  whatever 
."  other  part  of  the  world  he  chofe  **/* 

Tbe  authority  of  Burnet,  with  refped  to  ano'-  loferen- 
ther  fnhjed  of  thefe  fecret  conferences,  namdy,  ces  from 

the  memo- 
rials and 
» •  The  other  two  anicles,  which  De  Torcy  reprcfci>ift  to  inftruc- 
have  t)ceh  ioGded  open  by  Boufflers,  were,  that  a  general  ad  tions  fent 
of  gr^cc  Jbovid  be  granted  to  the  Engkifh  who  had  followed  the  to  the  ple- 
fortuoes  of  king  James,  and  that  they  flioold  be  refiored  to  the  nipotenti- 
pofleflion   of  thtir  eftates.     And  that  none  of  the  fubjeffla  of  aries  at 
the  French  king  ihould  be  allowed  to  enter,  or  to  fettle  in,  the  Ryfwick. 
city  of  Orange  ;  becaufe  his  majefty  forefaw  that  the  new  con- 
veria,  ftill  attached  to  their  former  errors*  wonld  fioek  hem  the 
provioces.  bordering  upon  Orange,   and,    if  leave  was  gjiven 
them,  would  fettle  there.     Torcy,  vol.  i,pi  25 • 

Though  Burnet  does  not  refer  to  thefe  articles  mentioned  by 
De  Torcy;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  though  De  Torcy  docs 
not  reler  t6  the  queen's  }oimure»  as  making  any  pact  of  the 
confjprences,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  they  were  not  sduftUy 
mentioned  and  treated  of  7'he  earl  of  Portland  probably  com- 
mimicated  to  Humet,  and  Burnet  to  the  public,  what  related  to 
the  ifneretl  of  England.  Torcy,  m'ho  had  his  fnformation 
icom  ttdiuScrs,  nseattoned  only  w)mi  more  imasediatdy  related 
to  France.  Wbik  tberefore  tbefe  authors  mutually  corroborate  - 
one  another  in  what  relates  to  James,  fo  their  (ilence  or  ignorance 
does  not'  impeach  the  truth  of  the  other  artfc^es  mentioned, 
fererdlfi  hf  eacfa  of  them. 

what 
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CHAP,  what  related  to  the  queen's  jointure,  is  alfo  c: 
^^'*-     roborated  by   the  tenour  of  different  memom 
i6q7.    ^^^  inftruftions,  given  to  the  plenipoteadark 
when    treating     about  the  peace   of   Ryfvia 
From  the  perufal  of  thefe,  it  appears,  that  v: 
jointure  of  king  Jameses  queen  was  particdL-.^ 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  agenrsu 
France ;  but  ftill,  that  there  were  drcuinftaikc? 
,     of  difficulty,  which  retarded  the  progrels  of  tir 
part  of  the  bufinefs  ;  and  which  required  a  mon 
minute  and  private  difcuflion,  than  what  could  b. 
accomplifhed  in  public  conferences,  and  in  ri> 
prefence  of  the  ambaffadors,  met  to  negotiate  fc: 
peace.      Obvious  circumftances,  relative  to  re 
fituation  of  James,  as  well  as  the  expreifioos  2n: 
hints  contained  in  thefe  memorials,  enable  us : 
form  ftrong  conjeftures,  concerning  the  caufes  c 
feparating  the  affair  of  the  queen's  jointure  froc 
the  other  articles,  fpecified  at  the  general  meeiin: 
of  the  ambaffadors,  and  publiflied  to  the  worii 
Whatever  the  former  imprudence  of  James  rr.h 
have  been,  yet   his  fituation,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  negotiations  for  peace,  was  fo  hu- 
miliating sind  diftrefsfulj-as  to  engage  the  com- 
paffion   of   all   parties  concerned  in  it.    Intb: 
ftrain   and  expreffion  of  his  letters  and  inftruc- 
tions  to  his  friends,  we  fee  a  mind  agitated  ani 
diftraded  by  the  different  emotions  of  pride,  r^ 
fentment,    and  intereft.      Mortified  and  ang'). 
becaufe  his  commiffioners  were  excluded  from  aii 
acceifion  to  the  peace,  and  that  the  reftoration  ol 
his  dignity  was  not  made  a  principal  and  indl- 
penfable    condition    of     reconciliation    between 
^  England    and    France,     he  could    almoft  b^- 
found  in  his  heart  to  have  fpurned  at  the  offer  o: 
the  French  king's  mediation,  to  promote  vfl^' 
were,  comparatively,  mean  and  inferior  coDcc:r.' 
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to  himfelf  and  his  family.     The  neceffity  of  his  C  H  A  P. 
circumdanceSy  or  rather  a  ftrong  attachment  to     ^Vll.- 
money,  and  the  habit  of  improving  every  fource     ^^ 
of  emolument,  controlled  the  hafty  refolutions  of 
paflion,  and  made  him  anxious  to  fecure  the  re* 
gular   payment   of  the  queen's  jointure,    upon 
iuch  a  plan  as  might  reconcile  his  honour  and  in- 
terefl,    by  fparing  him   the  mortification  of  ac- 
knowledging the  lawfulnefs  of  the  power  which 
conferred  it.     If  the  queen  was  required  to  grant 
difcharges  for  her  jointure,  they  muft  be  drawn 
up  in  fuch  a  form,  as  to  amount  to  an  acknow- 
ledgment  of   an  ufurped    government.     If  truf- 
tees,  veiled  by  the  queen  with  the  poiTeflion  of 
her  eftates,  fliould   decline  or  delay  to  transfer 
her  property,  Ihe  could  not  refort  to  the  courts 
of  law,  which  implied   the  fame  abhorred  con- 
ceflion.     There  feemed  no  other  expedient,  but 
that  the  honour  of  the  prefent  king  of  England 
fhould  be  pledged.     A  matter  of  fuch  nice  and 
delicate  confequence,  evidently,  required  the  mod 
private  difcufficn,   and  the  management  of  pru- 
dent  and  confidential  agents.     As  thefe  confider- 
ations  fufficiently  eftablifli  the  propriety   of  re- 
ferring this  fubjef):  to  a  private  and  detached  ne- 
gotiation,  fo  the  previous  memorials  of  James, 
compared   with    the    letters    of  Middleton,    de 
Torcy,    and    Lilliercoce,    the    mediator   of   the 
peace,    abundantly    confirm  that  it  was  a&ually 
the  cafe  '^. 

'^  The  following  exiradls  from  the  inftru^lions  and  memo- 
rials rcftrred  to  in  the  text  are  produced,  in  fupport  of  the  ob- 
fervations  it  conrains.  In  tbe  inl^ru^ions  to  Mr.  Dem,  the 
agent  of  James  at  the  Hague,  during  the  negociilion»  for 
peace,  i8tli  July  1697,  are  the  following  words:  **  The 
*«  affairs  of  which  you  are  to  treat  with  oionfieur  dc  Crolfly,  or 
•*  the  other  plenipotentiaries  of  France,  are,  ill.  Her  majctty's 
'^  appanage  -,  for  tbe  doing  of  which,  you   are  referred  to  the 

"  paper 
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C  H  A  P.  *<  f9fK  cooccming  tt^  &c.     la  caft  the  piince  of  Oraoce*s 
XVII.    **  agents  ibauld  deny  or  qaeftbfi  any  matters  of  fad,  as  they 

^■**v*--^  **  are  fet  down  in  (htt  paper,  which  To  plaioW  prove  rheq«oeti*i 
1697.  **  rtf)it»  even  according  to  their  own  piTMiit  law,  you  1110& 
^  avtr,  t)ut  both  your  pauoti  oodcr  the  broad  feal*  and  the 
**  a6l  of  parliament^  which  fettle  and  confirrti  that  cilate  i>pon 
•*  the  qdeen,  during  her  Kfr,  are  tipon  record  in  the  rrgiften 
<•  of  the  crowa  office  of  the  l»rkiafilen4|  to  which  we  af^Mnl ; 
**  aad  that  the  ituecnt  of  Enguuid,  independemiy  of  the  king. 
«<  have  a  right  to  their  eftates  (b  fettled  upon  them,  the  plenipo* 
**  tentiaries  of  the  prince  of  Orange  tbemfelyes,  cannot  he  fb 
*'  Ignorant  or  fb  wilful,  as  to  deny."  Macpberfcfn's  State 
Papeff,  1697. 

The  earl  of  Middletoti  James's  feertury,  in  a  htitr  to  Dtf 
Torcyt  5th  O^ober  i697»  exprefTes  the  embarraflment  that  rofe 
upon  the  affair  of  the  ooeen's  jointure,  either  from  the  difchargn 
being  drawn  vn  hi  facn  a  form,  '^  29  ihc  could  not  (tgn  tbent, 
**  or,  10  the  aJterMOve  of  potting  perfena  in  po£feffioa  of  htt 
**  eftate,  and  teaaats  reibfing  to  pay,  the  impofEbiltty  of  her 
**  having  recourse  to  courts  of  law  whofe  authority  me  could 
«•  not  acknowledge.*  Afrei  which  Middfeton  adds,  "  So  that 
**  there  i»  no  cx^idm,  but  that  \he  prince  of  Orange  ftoufd 
**  oblige  himfeUv  by  •  fecret  anicle,  to  pay  the  fiim  meoiroae^ 
**  to  hu  mod  Chiiiiian  majelly,  and  his  fucccflbrs)  daring  the 
*'  life  of  the  <},ucea.  If  the  prince  of  Orangp  a^s  ftncerely, 
•♦he  wtB  accept  this  propofal ;  if  it  is  rcjeficd,  theatfkir,  in 
**  ail  lilbefihoody  wtQ  b«  of  noconfcqtieitcef  and  yet  thoK  is  nw 
«*  doobc  but  ht&  RioA  Ghnfliaa  majfefty  is  very  careful  tvpof  on 
**  a.  foiid  foondatioa  a  thin^.  (b  honaurable  to  himfeif,  and  bc- 
**  oefiary  to  the  queen  of  England,'^    IBidem. 

A  memortai  aotf  letter,  Wtcber  7th,  fenr  hy  Lewir  fo  his 
pliiaspotttttiaiita  at  the  Hagac^  issfer  toi>  die  btaefMcA  ;  ae^ 
ift  tl»  letter  he  mcatieoa  the  dificukies  th«  qoetfn  of  Eagland 
had  reafbn  to  exp^A,  if  fhe  (houid  be  dUiged  to  receive^  in  her 
own  name,  the  revenues  (he  had  a  right  to  eojoy,  in  confe<|oenct 
of  £nglifh  a^s  of  ^rliament.    Tbtdem-. 

The  ausetcSoB  paid  ut  this  fabjeft  appra^,  ^nm  aii>  exo^  oC 
the  Protocole,  of  the  mediation  held  at  RyfwTck,  aotk  Septem- 
ber i69'^>  publifhed  by  the  fame  author. 

Monfieur  LilUeroote,  ambaflador  for  the  mediator,  in  a  letter 
to  monfieur  de  Hartey,  one  of  the  fVenth  plenipoteqtiaries, 
dared  i^d  November  1597,  refers  to  a  private  converfation  he 
Itad  with  kiifg  William  about  tht  ooeeo's  jointure  ^  and' (ays, 
that  he,  king  William,  is  willitfg  to  thmd  faithfully  by  what  he 
has  promifed. 

It  IS  remarkable,  thaY  the  Cbotinuaficm  of  the  Lile  of  James, 
in  the  pailage  hnmediatdy  feUowing  that  which  Mr  Macpber* 
611  has  dtedi  as  the  erideflce  of  mlliam's  coofeni^to'  the  fiic- 

ceiEoA 
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ffion    of  the  ion  of  Jamfs*  mentions  the  removal  of  James  CHAP, 
om    France,  and  the '  fettlement  of  the  qaeen's  jointure,  as     XVI L 
iving    been    the   fubjefl   of  the  fecret  conferences   between  — — v— ^^-^ 
ouffiers  and  Ponland ;  and  that  it  was  underftood  by  Portland,      1697. 
lat  the  latter  was  fufpended  upon  the  former.     Life  of  James, 
597. 

bir  John  Dalrymple  fays,  that  be  has  feen  an  original  letter 
'om  lord  Poftland  to  king  WilHam,  after  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
nck,  in  which  he  informs  him,  that,  according  to  his  orders, 
e  offered  a  penfion  of  50,000!.  per  annum  to  king  James. 
^alryniple's  Appendix,  245,  ^^46.  This  probably  refers  to  the 
[ueen's  jointure,  as  it  was  more  delicate  to  confer  it  in  her 
iame,  and  under  the  form  of  right. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XVIL 


Obfervations  withrtfptSi  to  the  political  Sentiments  anJ  Tem- 
per of  the  People  tn  Scotland  after  the  Revolution, — Si^ 
of  Parliament, — Adjournn^nt,- --Can/piracy  againji  G'.- 
vernment,-—A  Meeting  of  Parliament, — J'be  LerJs  :* 
the  Articles^ — The  Klng^s  Supremacy y^^and  the  L*rj!  f* 
Patronage  abolljhed, — CharaSler  of  the  PrefiyUri^' 
Clergy  — Their  Severity  qgalnjl  the  EpifcspalSy—hurXJ.. 
to  the  Reputation  of  the  King.— Change  of  Afimfiry- 
Dangerous  State  of  the  Government  In  Scotland, — Mop- 
ere  of  Gtenco — SeJJiQn  of  Parliament,  —  Its  Comfhi^' 
with  the  Court  ^'Dijcontents  In  Scotland,— A^^^' 
SeJJion  of  Parliament.  —^ASf  for  extending  the  Trait': 
Scotland,^  "Hard  Treatment  —and  Misfortunes  sf  ti' 
I  Scotch  Darlen  Company,  —Mifery  and  DtfaffeQlon  ofth: 
Scots, — State  of  Ireland. — Articles  of   Lttnerlck'^'U^' 

fured  by  the  Irijh  Proteftants  and  ff^higs Conftdiratltt: 

tending  to  vindicate  the  Propriety  and  Juflice  of  them.— 
Abufes  committed  by  his  Majeflys  Servants  in  the  Gown- 
ment  of  Ireland; --'Peaceable  State  of  Ireland  — Nf  ^ 
Efforts  made  by  the  Irljh  to  affert  their  Independence."' 
Keafons  for  this. 


CHAp.  T  HAVE,  in  a  preceding  chapter,  mentionetf 
xyin.  Jl  various  caufes,  which  rendered  the  political 
*^  yr^  ftate  of  Scotland  more  fluftuating  and  irrcgu/ar 
Obfenra*  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  England  j  and  from  which  it  might 
tionswiifa  naturally  have  been  inferred,  that  the  revolution 
rcfpea  to  there  would  not  remain  fo  firm  and  fecure  as  it 
cd  S"  ^^^  ^^  *^  '^"^^  kingdom.     While  the  revolution 

mentsand  3. 


POLITICAL   TRANSACTIONS,    &c.  5^*' 

in  England  derived  fupport  from  the  common C HA. P. 
interefts  and  obligations  of  all  the  parties  which  v^!i[^llj 
had  co-operated  in   accomplilhing  it ;  in  Scot-     ,53^^ 
land  it. was  chiefly,  if  not  fblely,  the  work  of  the  temper  of 
prefbyterians,  who  were  more  anxious  to  eftablifcof^^*  . 
their  own  power  and  religion,  than  to  extend  and  K^^„*^ 
confirm  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  after  the 

A  change  of  government,   openly  withftood  revolu- 
by  foine,  and  fecretly  condemned  by  others,  was  ^^^^ 
likely  to  be  fupported  with  vigour  and  perfe^ 
verance^  by  the  party  which  effeAed  it,  only  fo 
long  and  fo  far  as  its  views  of  a  feparate  intereft 
were  gratified. 

The  people  in  Scotland  having  been  only  ac^- 
ceflbries  to  the  revolution,  which  was  planned 
and  completed  by  the  Englifli,  were  not  bound, 
by  the  fame  ties  of  honour  and  fidelity^  to  defend 
and  maintain  it.  Tbey  neither  haid  an  equal 
•claim  to  merit,  nor  were  they  expofed  to  the 
fame  degree  of  cenfure,  with  the  neighbouring 
kingdom,  in  whatever  light  it  might  be  afrer^  1 

wards  confidered,  according  to  the  fucce&  of  > 
William,  or  pf  James.  Many  perfons  of  rank 
and  fortune  in  England,  who  had  been  the  firft 
movers  in  the  oppomion  to  James,  were  fo  deeply 
criminal  in  his  fight,  that  their  perfonal  fafety 
was  involved  with  that  of  the  new  government* 
Should  it  fall,  they  muft  unavoidably  be  crufhed 
under  its  ruins.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
confijderation  prevailed  with  individuaJs  of  great 
influence,  to  concur  heartily  in  fuch  meafures  as 
•were  neceflary  to  prevent  the, return  of  the  ba- 
nifhed  king,  though  they  were  often  fretted  by  ' 
difappointment,  and  oflFendtd  at  the  conduct  of 
William,  The  r^volutionifts  in  Scotland  might 
plead,  in  extenuation  of  their  revolt,  (hould 
James  relume  the  crown,  that  tJbi^  wefe  not  the 
authors,  but  the  followers  of  a  bad  example ; 

O  o     .  and 


^  THE    HISTORY    OF 

C  H  A  P.  and  that  fen*  and  neceffity  had  Gokti}telM  them; 
JJ^^I^  ctoWrary  to  their  rooted  ibcUhatiohs,  to  d«prt 
from  their  allegiaace  and*  disty.  The  appiicattoni 
of  the  late  kiiig  to  his  fubjefiks  ilk  Scotland,  #eT^ 
adiipted  to  thiis  ftrain  of  argtiaiiefit«  They  l^nere 
reminded  of  his  ancient^  hd'editary  claim  to  the 
loyalty  and  affedion  of  the  Scbttifh  aatioiu 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  awaken  the  lefentnlkent 
of  individuals,  on  account  of  the  ill  returns  tbr^ 
had  met  with,  for  their  ra(h  fecvices  to  the  prince 
of  Orange;  and  to  fobththem  into  repeotaikce, 
by  the  hope  c^  pardon  and  reward. 

There  were  many  Scotchmen,  who  had  co»- 
trafled  a  warm  afl^dioii  to  the  pHnce  for   his 
Vtrtueis,     and     the    prote6lion   yrhich    he    had 
vouchfafed  to  thent,  when  Hiey  were  driven  into 
exile  by  the  perfecution  of  government.      His 
confidence    in  them,   and  the  preference  mth 
which  he  diftinguifhed  them,  in  the  diftribution 
of  offices,  tended  to  weaken  the  attachment  of 
feme  great  men,  who  claimed  the  merit  of  taifmg 
him  to  the  throne,  by  iheir  infiaetace  and  votes 
in  the  convention  ;  and  rendered  them  eafily  fuf- 
ceptible   of  that  difaffedion,  which  was  artfully 
infufed  into   their  ipnids  by  the  adherents    of 
James  ' .    In   this  number  were  the  defendants 
of  noble  and  wealthy  proprietors^  whbfe  eftates 
had  been  forfeited   in   times  of  violence,    and 
transferred,  by  the  gift  of  the  crown,  to  ihe  re- 
prefentatives  of  other  dfifttnguiflied  fiuHiliesy  vi4io 

"^  Thofe,  wh6  had  apprnrcifpt  ati  ^fly  pieficid  fet- Wi1H.a?rj,  I 
v^ho  had  been  chiefly  inftruiv.ental  in  ralfiltg  th#  tf^bbk  9X  Edin- 
bnrghi  and  who  h^  ihcM  r  their  zeal  for  him  in  che  Convention, 
thought  they  had  better  ^  retenfions  than  thofe  who  cwnc  over 
with  him  ;  the  latter  having  only  adFed  frorti  neceffity  ;  bcir^ 
for  the  moft  part  forfeited  perfon?.  Bikatnt^  Axcouot  of  tht 
Affairs  of  Scothmdv 

kad 
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had  fupported  it$  intereft.     Id  fome  inftattCcs,CRAP. 
luch  xiegradation  of  fortuoe  and  hwour  migftt  be  ^^Z^^^^ 
imputed  to  the  imprudencie,  or  tHe  crimes,  of  the     i6g^.'^ 
iufferers  thenifelves  j  and,  in  others,  it  bad  pro-*^ . 
ceeded  from  the  refentmerit  of  formey  princes 
againft  iiidiyidiials,  who  had  bravely  and  l^onour- 
ably  refitted  their  lifurpations.     The  restoration 
of  thefe  feftates  was  expefled  by  the  d^fcendants 
of  the  ancient  proprietors;  and  dreaded  by  the 
prefent  poffeffors.     To  deterinine,  in  what  cafes, 
thefe  forfeitures  were  legal  or  not,  and  where  the 
line    6i  diftin^tlon  ought  to  be  drawn,    fo  as 
neither,   iij)oh  the  doe  hand,   to  ratify  oppref^    , 
fioQ,  nor,  t^on  the  other,  to  e(labli{h  a  precedent 
for  ilightiDig  the  authority  of  law^  were  mattery  . 
of  delicate  .difcu0ion ;    and  required  the  moft 
cautious    deliberation   in  the  new  government*. 
But  this  vety  deliberation,  however  heceifary  ^nd 
prudent,  was  held  forth  as  a  ground  of  oj3Fence  ;' 
and  evidently  difcouraged  the  ?irdour  and  perfe- 
ierance  of  the  king's  firft  frieiids  * .  > , 

,  Some  df  the  conditions,  lipoft  which  William 
had  received  the  crown  of  Scotlfind,  were  attend^ 
^d  with  difficulties  which  he  did  riot  forefee ;  and 
the  conimendable  an-s^iety  which  he  difcovered,  a/  ^ 
well  as  the  prudent  meafure$,  Which  He  purfued 
to  overcome  them,  were  difpleifihg  to  man,y  who 
had  attaiched  themfelves  to  his  intereft'.  The 
jgreat  fervice  the  £n^li(h  bifliops  had  performed, 
by  preparing  the  nation  .  for  his  interference^ 
raifed  expeftationsj  impo9?ble  for  him  tp  gratify,' 
without  departing  from  thofe  principles  of  to*' 
lera'tionV  which  did  honour  both  to  his  under-    " 


*  Baldnrcas'  Accoum  of  the  AffaiTB  of  Scodaod* 
3  Macfher&s't  Sute  Pfipcrsy  1^90. 
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^^ft^'  ftanding  tod  his  heart,     1  hey  confidcrcd  him  ^ 
^- i^  bound  by  gratitude  to  proteft  the  church  of  Enj 
1689.    latid,  not  only  by  excluding  the  Roman  catho 
lies,  but  by  deprefling   the  proteftant  difleaterv 
His  engagements  to  abolifli  prelacy  in  Scoilazc 
overturned   thefe   expedatiotis,    and   were  ctm- 
(idered   as  irreconcilable  to  the  very  end  of  hj 
Expedition  to  England.     From  a  (train  of  reafos- 
ing  the  mod  illiberal)   though  fpecious,  it  vz: 
}:)ferfed,  that  no  faith  could  be  placed  in  the  m^L. 
ixrho  had  entered  into  contrary  obligations,  c: 
fupportihg  certain  forms  of  religion  iii  one  part 
of  the  ifland)  and  of  abolifhing  them  iti  anotbr. 
Aware    of    xhefe    ce^xfufes,    William    exprcfftJ 
great  Ulicitude  for  eftablifhing  uniformity  of  re- 
ligious v^offliip  atid  government,  in  both  kinc* 
doms  *.     Independently  of  refpcft  for  the  preju- 
dices of  fb  powerful  a  body  as  the  EhgliOi  hierar- 
chy, he  perceived  utifuf mountable  objedions  t. 
the  demands  of  the  Scotch  prefbyterians.     With 
the  eftablKhment  of  their  religion  they  had  con- 
neaed  the  idea  of  fuch  extenfive  and  independem 
jurifdidlicn,  as  encroached  deeply  upon  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  monarchy.  ITieir  clei-gy,  narrow 
and  intolerant,  were  contriving  the  fevered  mea- 
fures    agalnft    their   brethren   of  the   ^pifcopJi 
order ;  and  were  impatient  to  execute  them  uridetl 
the  fanftion  of  lawful  authority.     Firm  and  trum 
to  his  principles,  William  was  content  to  for.*^fl 
their  good  opinion  and  confidence,  rather  than  t(| 
approach  to  the  borders  of  perfecution.    Ai  rf J 
fame  time  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  claul4: 
contained  in  the  claim  of  rights^  relative  to  tc- 
ligion,  and  accepted  by  the  king  as  the  conditicii 
of  his  reigning  in  Scotland,  was  fa  ambiguoiiil/ 
cxprefled,  as  to  vindicate  him  from  any  charge  cf 
inconfiftency  or  duplicity  ;  becaufe  he  delibe.*^'^^ 


^  Neirs  Hifi.  of  the  Piintaiit,  T0I4  n.  p.  S06. 
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about  yielding  to  thofe  demands  which  the  prefby-  CHAP, 
terians  grounded  upion  it.  '  Admitting  that  pre-  .^Ji^^l^^ 
lacy,  as  formerly  eftabliihed,  had  been  a  grievance,     ^^g 
did  it  follow  that  the  fupremacy  of  the  prince  was 
to   be  abrogated,  or  his  influence   excluded,  in 
any  future  modification  of  ecclefiaflical  govern- 
n>ent  ?    Did  it  oblige  Jiim  to  deprive  all  the  epif- 
copat  clergy,  without  ezceptiqn,  of  the  emolu- ; 
m^nt^,  which  they  had   enjdyed  under  a   legal, 
eflablifhment  ?    The  backwardnefs  of  William  in 
complying  with  the  wiflies  of  the  prefbyterians, 
from  whatever  motives  it  proceeded,  occafioned 
a  coldnefs  in  their  affections  towards  him ;  and 
fuggefted,  to  the  abdicated  king,  the  policy  of 
throwing  out  baits,  for  alluring  the  aid  of  thofe 
very  men,    who   had   been  chiefly  inftrumental 
in  degrading  him,     Correfponaing  with  tbefe  ob* 
fervations  are  the  political  events,  which  iinrn^di- 
ately  followed  the  n^w  fetjlempfit  gf  the  governr 
ment  in  Scotland ;    nor    w^s    thd  ^luthority  of 
William  niore  endangered  by  the  open  revolt  o^ 
Dundee,  and  his  adherent^,  than  it  was  by  the 
emulation,     the  treachery,    and    thp    mutinoq^ 
fpirit,   of  fome   of  thofe,    who  wef e  numbered 
among  his  friends. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton,  though  preferted  tQSeffioaof 
the  high  office  of  being  the  king's  commiflSoncr.parlia- 
was  ftill  diffatisfied,  becaufe  a  greater  (hare  ot°*"^ 
fubofdinate  places  was  not  difpofed  of  among  his 
partifans,  and  according  to  his  recommendation. 
Some,  who  had  taken  the  mod  a£tive  part  in  the 
firft  fteps  of  the  revolution,  became  peevifh  and 
intraflable ;  while  others  harboured  machinations 
for   overturning   it.       The  fuperior   confidence, 
which  William  placed   in  Dalrymple    of   Stair, 
proved  ofFenfive  to  many  of  the  whigs ;  and  was 
^fuppofed  to  betray  him  into  unpopular  notions  of  ^ 

jgoycrn- 
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C  H  A  P.  gpyernm^Snt '.    Heiice,  in  the  firft  feffion  of  tt?  ^ 
\^^}^  Scottifli   parliament    after   tbe    reyoiution,    the 
1689,    friends  of  the  court  were  orer-i-uled ;  and  a  fe- 

lythJuDcries  pf  meafures  purfued  vexatious  and  atarmin: 
to  the  king.  Together  with  a  lift  of  grievancei, 
which  he  was  willing  and  prepared  to  redrefs,  the 
parliament  petitioned  for  the  abolition  of  forme, 
and  the  repeal  of 'ftatutea,  which  had  been  confi- 
dered  ad  the  ftrohgeft  firnces  of  the  nionarchy. 

The  in0uence  of  the  court,  in  the  decifion  d 
all  political  queftions,  had  advanced  to  fuch  23 
enormous  pitch,  through  the  channel  of  the  lord> 
of  the  articles,  as  waa^  incompatible  with  the 
ancient  iiadependence'  of  the  parliament.  The 
king  would  cheerfully  have  agreed  to  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  power  of  this  committee,  fx>  hris 
to  remove  every  complaint  of  its  reftraioing  th^ 
members  at  large,  cither  with  refpeft  to  the  choice 
of  bufi&efs,  or  the  freedoth  of  debate ;  but,  2s 
the  abolition  of  it  had  not  been  inferced  in  the 
enumeration  of  grievances,  he  hefitated  aboar 
|)arting,  ahogethef,  with  fuch  a  powerful  inftru- 

mcnt  of  liuthority  *.  

To 

3  RalpbyTOi.  IK  jb.  105. 

^  "  The  lords  or  the  articles  were  a  coinintteee  of  each  cfiiit 

**  chofen   by  thetnfelvcs,  to  prepare  matters*  and  to  detenBice 

<*  upon  the  articles  propofed  by  the  king  ;  but  the  edatct  were  £ 

*«  liberty  to  recede  from  thofe  propofals  and  their  d^termicafKtv 

**  upon  them,  as  they  themfelves  tlioughtfit ;  which  fully  pro^d 

^«  that  tbe  etlates  bad  a  negative  upon  the  king.     Tiias»  b  i>> 

**  preface  to  the  a£ls  of  James  the  Fird*  it  is  iaid,  £iedx  i^- 

y  runt  certae  perfonse  ad  aniculos  datos  per  dorainum  rcgcm  (k- 

***  terminandoS)  ^aia  csrierh  Urentia  recedenA,     Members  of  }*'• 

*'  liament  had  power  to  propofe  what  wis  thought  meet  and  ll^ 

«•  ceflary  for  the  coramonwcakh.     AAs  James  I.,  chap,  cxii  i: 

•*  the  old  adls  ;  cii.  in  the  new, 

\  "  The  lords  of  the  articles  were  never  mentiooed,  till  tK 

«*  time  of  David  Bruce  ;  nor  was  there  ever  any  ftaxutc*:;* 

*^  enjoimng  them,  or  to  determine  their  poW\?r  and  nuooer  c: 

'  ••.         ..;-'••    •^-     •  **prKtdur. 
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To  bis  majefty'8  eoiifent  to  the  condemnation  of  C  H  A  f  . 
priftlacy^  the  preiby tcriaus  thought  themfelves  w?ir-  ^^^^ 
ranted  10  aanex  the  claim  of  a  jurifdidion  fepjk-  ^^^ 
rated  from^   and  independent  oh,  the  civil   go- 
vernment.    A  vote  pafFed  for  abrogating  the  aft, 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixcy-nine,  afferting 
his  raajefty's  fupremacy  in  caufes   eccleflaftjcal, 
as  dangerous  to  the  'proteftant  religion,  and  inr 
eonfiftent  with  the  edablifhment  or  church  go* 
vernment.     A  difpute,  more  immediately  affed- 
ing  the  internal  order  and  peace  of  the  kingdmn^ 
made  a  breach  between  the  court  and  the  parlia- 
ment ' .      William,  ^fter  his  acceptance  of  x\\t 
crown,  h^d  given  commiflions  for  filling  up  the 
vacancies  among  the  lords  of  the  feffion,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  prerogative,  and  upon  the  fuppofitioti 
that  a  quorum   of  their  number  ftill  exifted  % 

The 

•*  procedore.  There  were  likevife  fevcrsJ  parliaments,  after  the 
**  time  of  David  Bruce,  which  had  none  of  th^fe  lord^  q^  ib^ 
**  articles  ;  and,  when  they  were  in  ufe,  thpy  were  chQ^^n  by 
'*  the  advice  and  confeoc  of  the  whol^  parliament^  till  the  year 
**  1617,  when  the  bifhopa  took  upon  them  tq  reroove  out  of 
**  plain  parliament  to  the  inner  hpufe,  and  chofe  fome  of  the 
**  noblemen,  and  the  noblemen  them  ;  and  they  two  chofe  the 
*'  commiOioners  of  the  articles  of  (hires  and  boroughs^  as  qiay 
'*  be  feen  in  the  repiefentariun  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  by 
**  theelUtcs  tfimo  1640,  p.  21.  From  all  which  it  would  feem, 
"  that  the  articles  delivered  by  the  kings  were  inllead  of  tlic 
"  fpeeches  now  in  ufe  by  ibemfelvcs,  their  comraifiioncr5  or 
**  chancellors,  which  propofed  what  was  thought  fit  to  be  done 
'*  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  but  did  pot  hinder  the  pafhameot 
*'  from  propoHng  what  they  thought  ik  for  the  benefit  of  tl)e 
country/'  Hiltorical  Account  of  the  ancient  Rights  and 
Power  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  printed  1703,  p.  27. 
For  a  particular  account  of  the  variations  which  afterwards 
happened  in  this  committee,  and  the  enlargement  of  its  in6u* 
ence,  to  a  degree  inconfil^ent  with  the  freedom  and  privileges 
of  parliament,  fee  Robertfona  HiHory,  vol.i.  p.  69. 
'  Ralph,  vol.  ii  p.  103.. 

*  *)  be  convention   admitted,    that  the   nominktioo   of  the 
jidgesy  in  the  cafe  of  any  panicular  vacancy,  belonged  to  the 

crown  ^ 


<c 


ment. 
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Scvm^'  The  convention  however  infifted,  that  tfee  court 

3.,^^  of  feffion  was  annihilated,  and  that  the  new 
1689.  i^^S^^  ought  to  be  tried,  and  admitted  or  reed- 
ed, by  them ;  and  they  even  announced  threats 
againlt  the  judges }  who  Jia4  accepted  tb.e  king's 
commiiCons,  if  they  fliould  proceed  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  fundions.  As  thefe  demands  ex- 
ceeded the  inflruftions,  which  the  commiffioDer 
had'  received  from  the  king,  he  adjourned  this 

Adjourn-  feffion  to  the  eighth  of  Odober  '. 

***"*  The  difcontinuance  of  parliament  exafperated 

the  minds  of  every  ord^r  of  men.  A  remon- 
flrance^  Aibfcribed  by  a  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion, was  prefented  to  the  king,  containing  a  re- 
petition of  the  grievances,  which  bad  been  brought 
forw^^d  by  the  parliament,  and  complaining  of 
the  evil  counfellors' who  direded  his  meafures  '  *"• 
The  king's  withholding  his  aifent  to  their  petition 
was  reprefented  as  a  breach  of  the  contract,  be- 

crown  ;  but  contended,  that,  upon  the  event  of  a  total  Tzcaa* 
cy,  or  the  diflblution  of  the  court,  the  renewal  oF  it  belonged 
ientirely.to  the  States,  agreeably  to  its  original  innitucioo,  and 
to  former  precedents,  in  the  year  1641  and  1660 

That  there  was  now  a  total  vacancy  or  didblatioo  of  the 
court  of  feflion,  the  convention  fopported,  principally*  by  tbii 
argument  ;  that,  as  the  crown  had  been  found  yacant,  all  coa>* 
milTions  flowing  from  it,  by  fair  dedu^ion,  were  nullified. 

It  was  evident,  that  this  argument,  if  followed  oat»  would 
have  deprived  the  king  of  his  moft  valuable  prerogatives.  The 
tocw  and  extraordinary  circumilances,  which  hap])ened  at  the 
revolution,  might  well  juftify  a  deviation  from  rules,  properly 
arif^  eafily  obfervcd  in  times  of  peace  and  order.  ITie  king's 
right  to  name  the  jtidge^  in  England  was  not  ^ueftioned  ;  and 
the  difcretion,  m/ith  which  he  had  exercifed  it,  gained  him 
merited  applaufe.  Not  only  his  honour,  but  his  future  intcred 
and  fafety,  depended  upon  his  making  a  like  choice  in  Scot- 
land 


Palph,  vol.  ii.p   105. 
•>  Ibid. 


tween 
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tween  him  and  the  States,   which  founded  hisCHAP. 
right  to  the  crown  of  Scotland.  XVilI. 

A  cortefpbndence  was  opened  between  the  late    ,55^^ 
king  and  fome  of  thofc  perfons,  who  had  com- 
plained of  the  9ppreffion  of  his  government,  and  p    ^ . 
proinoted  the  revolution  with  the  greateft  zeal  ' '  •  ^^^  ^^* 
The  conditions  of  his  reftoration  were  fpecified,  againft 
and  the  meafures,  by  which  it  was  to  be  effefted,  goVcrn- 
were  concerted  and  agreed  upon*      He  engaged,  °^°^ 
to  eftablifh  the  prelbyterian  form  of  government, 
to   pardon  paft  offences,  and  even  promifed  to 
confer  honours  upon  individuals  who  had  taken 
part  againft  him.     A  coalition  of  parties  was  to 
be  formed  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  honour  and 
religion.     That  the  apoftates  from  the  prefent 
government,  and  the  friends  of  James,  might  co- 
Operate,  the  latter  were  to  depart  from  their  rtlU 
gious  fcruples,  by  taking  the  oaths  to  king  Wil- 
liam, and-  endeavouring  to  fecure  feats  in  parlia'-^ 
nient  '  *•     After  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  of  this  confpiracy,  we  are  the  lefs  fur- 
prifed,  when  we  find  that  it  was  promoted  by  fir 
James  Montgomery,    formerly   diftinguifhed    by 
his  zeal  for'  the  revolution.     He  was  difappointed 
of  the  ofEce  of  fecretary  of  flate,  and  offended 
at  the  king  'for  his  reludance  to  eflabiifh  prefby- 
tery,  which  was  the  idol  of  his  own  heart  "• 

The  great  difcontent  of  the  people  of  Scptljand,  A  meet- 
and  the  fteceffity  of  obtaining  a  fupply  for  thc'?«<>fp>'- 
army,     conft rained    the   king,    notwithftandmg '""^"^ 
thefe  ominbus  circumft^nces,  to  allow  the  parjia- 
tneflt,  after  feveral  adjournments,  to  meet  foir  the 
difpatch  of  buflnefs.     Every  thing  at  the  opening  ^S^^ 

'         .  :    .  ^  •      '  April. 

"  Memorial  concerning  Scotland,  1 8th  April  1690.     Mac- 
pherfoo'i  State  Papers. 
'»  Ibid. 
'>  Buroeti  1689. 
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C  H  A  P.  of  this  feffion  appeared  unfavourable  to  the  court, 
^^i'^  The  duke  of  Hamilton  declined  th&  honour  of  re- 
i6qo     P^^^^^^i^g  his   majefty's  perfon.      Maay  of  Ae 
*^°'    nobii/ty  and  gentry,  fufpededof  diiaffe^OB,  took 
their  feats  in  parliament.     It  was  evident,  ttu^  the 
utmoft  latitude  of  conceffion  was  neceflary  to  e&* 
fure  the  peace  and  ftability  of  government.     ITk 
•fthc^ni-*^'^*  of  the  articles  were  aboliihed.     A   cbmpli* 
cl^  the  ance  with  the  defire  of  the  nation,  more  diftrefsful 
kiug'i  fa  to  the  king,  was  extorted  :  prdbytery  was  eftab- 
^Tfj^y^  lifted  in  all  the  plenitude  of  its  claims :  the  king's 
patronage  fttpremacy  was  given  up ;  and  the  law  of  pacroa- 
abolifiied.  age  was  repealed  *  ^.    The  lad  of  thefe  conceffiMi 
gained*  the  people  entirely  to  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  majority   of  parliament   voted  ia 
conformity  to  the  wtihes  of  the  court.     This  fad* 
den  change  in  the  temper  of  the  nation^  and  the 
defeat  and  death  of  Dundee,  eflabliflied  the  revo- 
lution in  S«:otland,  and  gave  the  utmoft  aUnpA  to 
all  who  had  entered  into  confpiracies  againft  it. 
iMany  perfons,  who  had  fallen  under  fufpidon, 
fought  to  make  their  peace  by  franknels  in  difco- 
yering  their  plans  and  accomplices. 

But,  notwithftanding  tbcfe  immediate  cooie- 

qnences  of  lord  Melvill's  conceffions,  they  were 

produdive,  inaftorttime,  of  other  eSefts,  which 

gave  great  uneafinefs  to  William,  and  difturbed 

the  tranquillity  of  his  government  in  both  king- 

Cbarafier  doms.  x  The  general  temper  of  the  preibyteriauS} 

^^^Lt     ^  ^^^  **   ^^^  education  and  charaAcr  of  their 

fTao  dcr-  *^gy>  ^''ifi'ig  fr^m  the  peculiar  ciicttaadaaces  ot 

gf,  the  times,  rendered  them  incapable  of  ufing^  with 

difcretion  and  generofity,  thefuperiority  in  which 

they  were  now  placed.     ITie  extreme  feveriiics, 

they  had  fuffered   under  the   dominion  of  the 


See  Appendix  !.  at  the  end  of  this  Qbaptcr. 

hicrarcin. 
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hierarchy,  were  frefli  upon  their  minds,  and  too  C  H  A>. 
much  difpofcd  them  to  retaliation  ;  not  only  from  <J^X!I!li 
the  tnean  gratification  of  refentment,  but  fi;om  a     ,5^^ 
petfuafion,  that  their  own  pre-eminence  and  fafety 
\^ere  precarious,  while  any  meafure  of  indulgence 
was  eicercifed   towards  their  antagonifts.     The 
generality  of  their  clergy  were  not  poffeffed  offen- 
timents  more  refined  and  enlarged  than  thofe  of 
their  people.     £)tcluded,  after  the  reftoratiqn, 
from  enjoying  the  legal  provilion  of  the  church, 
they  fubfifted  entirely  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tlons    of  their  congregations.   '  Their  tempers 
vrere  foured  by  dependence,  and  exafpcrated  by 
perfecution.      Their  acquaintance  with    human 
nftture  was  contraded ;  their  fentiments  and  de- 
Arennour  were  accommodated  to  the  tafte  and  pre- 
judices of  the  lower  ranks,  with  whom  they  were 
chiefly  conrerfant.    Their  ingenuity  and  their  ftu-^ 
^Kes  were  principally  dire£l^  to  the  defence  of 
thofe  tenets,  which  diftinguiihed  their  feft.  Hence 
cotttroverlies  were  too  much  fubflituted  in  theroom 
of  the  (imi^  and  inftru^ivedo^nes  of  the  gof- 
pel.    The  divine  authority  of  prcfbytery,  the  he- 
tefies  of  epifcopacy  defcribed  as  littte  removed 
from  the  fuperftition  and  idolatry  of  Rome,  were 
the  common  topics  of  their  public  difoourfes, 
tipon  which   themfelves  and  their  hearers  were 
often  wrought  up  to  a  fpirit  of  violence,  hardly 
confiftent  with  refpeft  to  the  civil  govynment* ' 


1 9 


*'  Itb  aflcrted,  th^t  (cfrevalof  the  Canerooiansy^or  Cargl- 
)ites»  eoteied  into  the  Church  after  the  rwolatioa.  Their  dif- 
tioguifhed  tenet  was,  that  Charles  the  fecond  had  forfeited  his 
right  to. the  crown  by  his  renunciation  of  the  covenant;  and 
iheir  arguments  upon  this  fubjed  were  fo  far  ftrached  as  to 
imply,  that  fwearingy  or  taking  the  covenant,  was  neceflary  to 
confer  a  right  to  the  crown.  Some  of  the  Cameronian  leaden 
and  preachers  had  early  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  Wil- 
Jifm,  and  were  now  difpofed  to  officiate  in  the  eflabltfhment  un- 
dc;  his  aufpices.  Their  fufTcrings  eotstled  them  to  refpeA  and 
gratitude. 

a  By 
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C  H  A  P.  By  the  early  regulations  of  the  prefbyterian  church 
^^^^^^^  in  Scotland,  a  certain  proficiency  in  literature  and 
i6qo*    knowledge  was  required  as  an  indifpenfable  quali- 
fication for  the  minifterial  office'^.      Unfortu- 
nately, however,  the  many  vacancies,  occafioned 
by  the  fudden  expulfion  of  the  epifcopal  clergy, 
required  a  periodical  relaxation  of  that  drift  at- 
tention  to  literary   acquifitions,  which  are,  at  all 
times,  efiential  to  the  dign^y  of  the  clerical  cha- 
rader,  and  the  credit  of  religion.     Of  the  old 
prefbyterian  minifters,  who  had  been  deprived  of 
their  livings  at  the  reftoration,  threefcore  only  re- 
mained to  refume  their  charges ;  and  fome  of  them 
were  difabled,  by   the  infirmities  of  age,  from 
attending   the  church  judicatories   at  a  period, 
which  required  all  the  wifdom  and  coolnefs  of  ex- 
perience and  of  years.     Young  men,  diftinguifhed 
by  zeal  more  than   by  abilities  and  knowledge, 
prefTed  forward  into  the  paftoral  office  ;  and  not 
only  over-ruled  the  opinions  of  their  prudent  and 
moderate  brethren,  but  became  the  tools  of  fac- 
tion, and  kept  the  minds  of  their  people  in  a  con* 
tinual  ftate  of  jealoufy  and  ferment  '  ^ 
-p.  J  r  ^      To  retain  entire  and  unretraded  the  privileges 
▼crhy  ^*  which  they  had  obtained,  and  to  (hut  the  door  for 
againfl  the  ever  againd  the  adherents  to  epifcopacy,  was  the 
adherents  principal   objeft,  to   which  prefbyterians,  vetted 
to^cpifco-  either  with  temporal  or  ecclefiaftical  authority, 
^^'        direfted  their  attention  immediately  after  the  re- 
volution.^ 1  he  moft  rigorous  meafures  were  pur- 
fued  by  the  privy  council  againd  the  epifcopal 
clergy,  who  Hill  continued  to  officiate  in  their 


'^  Book  of  Common  Order,  article  iii.  Tirft  Book  of  Dild- 
plinc,  chap.  iv. 

''  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  Salmon's  Modern  Htftor)',  roL  xxW. 
1691-1.     Burnet,   16^9.  • 

charges. 
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charges*     The  people  were  encouraged  by  their  CHAP, 
minifteis  to  inform  againft  thofe,  who  had  dif-  J^)^V[;. 
obeyed  the  orders  of  the  convention  by  nieglefting    ^^^  - 
to    read  the  proclamation,  which   declared  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Orange  king  and  queen; 
or  by  omitting  to  pray  for  them  in  the  perfor- 
xnance  of  public  worfliip ;  ar  neglecting  to  ob- 
ferve  the  public  fafts.     Upon  Ihefe  informations, 
and  charges   of  a  more  frivolous  nature,  many 
were  deprived  of  their  livings,  and  debarred  from 
any  future  opportunity  of  conforming  to  the  new 
eftablifliment  '•. 

Though  the  violence  of  thefe  meafures  was  re-  HurtfuKo 
pugnant  to  the  principles  and  difpofitions  of  Wil-  ^^,  ^«P": 
liam,  yet  it  was  all  laid  to  his  account,  and,  by  jheTin^ 
conveying  an  unfavourable  impreffion  of  his  go- 
vernment  in  Scotland,  contributed  to  thwart  his 
liberal  defigns  towards  the  diflenters,  which  were 
at  that  time  agitated  in  the  Englifh  parliament '  ^. 
How  hard  his  fituation  !  every  favour  to  prefbyte- 
rians  in  Scotland,  and  to  diffenters  in  England, 
awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  Englifh  church  ;  and 
every  indulgence  to  the  adherents  to  epifcopacy  in 
Scotland,  that  of  the  preibyterians  there  ;  lb  that 
he  loft  the  affeftions  of  both  eftablifliments.  At- 
tending to  thefe  fafts,  we  are  deeply  impreffed  with 
a  fenCe  of  the  inherent  and  unchangeable  malig- 
nancy of  bigotry,  wherever  it  is  found,  and  what- 
ever the  caufe  may  be  to  which  it  is  attached.  It 
levels  all  diftindion  of  principles  and  cliaraclers  ; 

■•  The  Cafe  of  the  affliacd  Clergy.  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  274, 
&c.  Letter  from  a  Clergyman.     Salmon,  vol    xxiv.  p    by. 

'»  Burnet,  1689-90.  Querela  tcmporum,  Somers'Col.  vol, 
viii.  There  were  even  fome,  who  profe/Ted  to  be  ferioufly 
alarmed  k(l  the  prcfcyicrians,  bent  upon  the  cxtirpatiop  of  epil- 
cupcy,  fhould  again  intrude  into  England  to  rtform  il.  Cun- 
■injiham's  Hiilory»  vol.  i.  p.   tc6. 

;  it 
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C  H  A  P*  tt  is  equalUr  pernicious  and  deteftable  in  the  phild^ 
,J^^^^  fopher  ana  in  the  prieft,  in  the  proteftant  and  in 
t6Qo.   Ae  papift,  in  the  epifcopalian  andinthe  prefby- 
terian*    It  is  the  mod  peftUentiat  of  all  oerefies^ 
becaufe  it  dedroys  that  cb^nty^  jnrhich  as  the  glori- 
ous cbarafteriftic  of  a  chriflian.    Wfaeii  impelled 
by  the  ardent  fpirit  of  reformation,  let  us  be- 
ware of  bigotry,  tte  banc  and  dilgrafce  of  every 
virtue  with  which  it  is  aifociated. 
Chidcc  of     ^^^^  ^^^8  endeavoured,  by  a  change  of  his  mi- 
miniftry.  nifters,  to  procqre  a  more  lenient  treatment  of  the 
cpifcbpal  clergy.     Lord  Melvill,  who  had  oSended 
luai  by  (Iretching  his  power  to  gratify  the  preflby- 
terian  party,  was  removed  from  being  fecretary  of 
ftstte  *  °.     The  earl  of  Tweedale  was  made  chan* 
cellor  ;  the  earl  of  Latjbian  coinmiilioner  to  the 
general  affembly.     To  this  fupreme  judicatory  of 
the  prefby terian  church,  tlie  king  recompiended 
fuch  a  tethper  and  fuch  refoUitions^  as  might  tend 
/to  unite  the  affedtions  of  bis  fubje^s  j  and,  par- 
ticularly for  that  purpofe,  tp  admit  into  parochial 
charges  fuch  of  the  epifcopal  clergy  as  were  wil- 
ling to  comply  with  its  government  * '.     The  im- 
prudence of  the  epifcopalians  themfelves,  hot  Icfi 
than  the  narrow  fpirit  of  the  prelbytcrians,  fruf- 
trated  every  fcheme  for  peace  and  accommoda- 
lion,  and  difappoiiited   the  fondeft  wifhes  of  the 
prince.    Elated  by  his  interpofitibn,  the  former 

**  Do£lor  M'Cofmick  &ys,  "  That,  by  an  authentic  paper 
♦«  in  the  earl  of  Leven*s  po^eiTion,  k  api»Cjirs,  ihut  Ioi4  MeUil! 
**  was  inftrufted  to  pafs  an  a£t,  abolifhing  patrooages,  proTidcd 
•*  the  purliameni  dcfired  it."  Life  of  Carilares*  p.  51.  As 
podor  M'Cormick  acknowledges  that  this  paper  is  c^  a  iixt 
prior  to  the  remarks  fcni  down  by  Wiinam  upon  tfieaA  forftt* 
tUng  church  goyernment  in  Sco'iand,  in  which  (article  ti.  fbid. 
p  45.)  he  dcfires,  that  the  rigni  of  patronage  roay  t>e  imnft- 
tained,  if  is  obvioas,  that  lord  M^;Ivi!l  went -beyond'  the  ktog't 
Aefire,  or  exceeded  his  ppwer^  as  is  obfervcd  by  Bomct,.  1690. 
^     *•  Barnct,  1692. 
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beaded  of  his  fecret  favour,  and  of  th^ir  ap-  C  H  4  P. 
proachiag  pre-eminence,  while  the  Utter,  jealous  ^^*^- 
of  any  motion  or  defire  of  kindnefs  towards  their  ^"^5^"^ 
antagonifts^  became  more  eager  jn  the  purfuit  of 
tneafures  calculated  to  ^nfirm  their  depreflion, 
and  to  widen  their  feparation  from  the  eftablifli- 
Hidit.     The  change,  which  the  king  had  made  in 
the  miniftry,  now  appeared  to  be  an  error  in  po- 
licy.     The  prefbyterians   might,  perhaps,  have 
been  foftened  into  compliance  and  lenity  by   the 
addrefs  of  their  own  leaders,  but,  alarmed,  upon 
any  (hare  of  power  being  withdrawn  from  them, 
they  were  immoveable,  either  by  the  promifes  or 
threats   of  minifters,  of  whom  they  were  fufpici- 
oyRs*    They  contended,  that  the  inherent  prero- 
gative of  their  conftitation,  ratified  by  the  lafl: 
fefiion  of  parliament,  could  not  be  redraioed  by 
the  civil  authority.  When  the  commiiGoner,  agree- 
ably to  his  inftruAions,  diiTolved  the  general  af- 
fembly  in  his  niajefiy*s  name^  they  adjourned  them- 
felves  in  the  name  of  Chri/i^  as  ibeking  and  bead  of 
the  church  **. 

Theintereft  of  William,  at  the  period  to  which  r>*^g«- 
thefe  obiervations  refer,  was  in  the  mod  critical  ^^^^^^^^^ 
Situation,  and  unfortunately  led  him  to  yield  tooyemm^nt 
implicitly  to  the  advice  of  his  Scotiih  minifters,  rn  Scjt- 
and  to   2Ldopt  meafures,  which  terminated  in  ef-  ^^^^• 
fe&s  equally  criminal  and  impolitic.     The  French 
king  was  engaged  in  the  moA  diligent  preparations 
for  invading  England,  and  reftoring  James  to  the 

^*  It  has  been  obfefVed  10  a  former  irote,  that  thjs  indeaea- 
dent  jariiiitdfioD,  derived  from  the  suict^riryof  Cbrid,  was  the 

.  farouiite  tenet  of  the  pretbyterians,  and  what  they  had  ob(H- 
natejy  cootebded  for  ib  the  reign  of  James  the  firft.     The  form 

♦of  ibis  independence  is  ftill  retained,  and,  after  hrs  miijefty's 
commMfioner  diffolves  the  affembly  in  his  name,  the  moderator, 
or  pre(identy  difTolves  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jejus  Chrift^  as 
the  onIj'hit^9  and  head  of  the  church. 

poffeffion . 
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^viu  ^'  P^^^^flio*^  of  ^^^  crown.  The  headdrong,  peevifli 
^^^^.^^^  difpofition  of  the  party  intruftcd  with  the  manage- 
1692:  ment  of  affairs  in  Scotland,  ever  ready  to  with- 
draw their  allegiance  from  William  upon  the  flight- 
.  eft  offence,  not  lefs  than  the  number  of  thofe, 
who  waited  an  opportunity  to  make  an  infunrec- 
tion,  were  ftrongly  urgent  with  Lewis  for  fending 
a  detachment  of  his  fleet  to  the  northern  coafts, 
while  James  landed  in  England  with  a  larger  body 
of  the  French  troops  *'.  Whatever  might  be 
the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition,  yet  the  diflance 
and.  natural  fortifications  of  the  mountai;nous  parts 
of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  bravery  and  difaffec* 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  opened  to  James  almoft 
the  certain  profpeft,  of  recovering  a  part  of  his 
ancient  dominions,  and  of  laying  the  foundation 
of  more  extenfive  fuccefs.  To  prevent  this  dan- 
ger, William  cheerfully  liftened  to  a  plan  for  con- 
ciliating'the  Highland  clans  to  his  government, 
by  the  diftribution  of  money  among  their  chief?. 
This  having  failed  of  fuccefs,  it  was  next  pro- 
pofed  to  work  upon  their  fears,  by  holding  out  an 
example  of  terror,  which  was  alfo  authorifed  by 
/  the  king,  and  carried  into  execution,  with  fuch 
treacherous  and  atrocious  circumflances,  at  filled 
Scotland  with  horror^  and  gave  a  deep  wound  to 
his  reputation,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Auguft  ^  proclamation  was  fet  forth,  offering  a  free 
*^*'  pardon  to  fuch  of  the  highlanders  as  had  oppofed 
his  government,  provided  they  came,  in  and  took 
the  oaths,  before  the  firft  of  January  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  but  containing 
a  p  fitive  threatening  of  military  execution  againit 
thofe  who  did  not  comply.  The  proclamation 
anfwered    the  defired  effed;   all  the  Highland 

*3   Ralph,  Tol.  5i.  p.  427. 
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chieftains   made  their  fubmiffion  to  government  CHAP, 
within  the  day  prefcribed,  except  Macdonald   of  ^VIII. 
Glenco,  who,  by  a  train  of  fatal  accidents,  and,  """^^^^T^ 
only  by  tthe  moft   fevere  confttuftion;' became  Maffacre^ 
chargeable  with  the  guilt,  and  liable  to  the  penal- at  GkncoV 
ties,  of  a  recufant  *  ♦.     Though  his  delinquency^ 
if  deferving  of  that  name,  was  attended  With  every 
circumftance  of  extenuation,  yet  it  was  refented 
with  fcverity  which   exceeded  the  threats  of  the 
proclamation.     A  party  of  Argyle's  regiment  was 
fent  from  Fort  William  into  the  Valley  of  Glenco. 
The  fearful  apprehenfions,  excited  by  the  news 
of  their  approach,   were  removed  by  the  moft 
folemn  aflur^jices  from  the  officers,  that  they  came 
upon  terms  of  peace ;  and  to  confirm  thefe,  they 
produced  written  orders,  fubfcribed  by  their  com- 
mander, colonel  Hill,  to  quarter  in  the  valley. 
A  more  bafe,  ungrateful  fpecies  of  treachery  lulled 
the  fufpicion,  and   fixed  the  fatal  doom,  of  the 
men  of  Glenco.     The  officers  accepted  the  prof- 
fered hofpitality   of  their  chiefs  daily  frequented 
his  table^  and,  witli  a  gay  and  undefigning  coun- 

*♦  Mcdonald  of   GlencOi  upon  the    jift  of  December, 
which  was  the  iaft  day  of  mercy,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
king's  proclamation,  applied  to  the  gorernor  of  fort  William  to 
admiriider  the  oaths  to  him ;  but  the  governor  declined  doing  it^ 
and  faid  it  was  the  bufiDefs  of  the  civil  magiftrate.    Glenco  had- 
ened  to  Inverary  wit!^  as  much  expedition  as  the  ftveriry  of  the 
feafon  would  admit.     The  day  of  mercy  Jiad  expired.    Afar* 
•  thci-  delay  was  occafioned  by  the  abftnce  of  fir  Colin  Campbell, 
the  flier  iff,  who,  not  without  fcruple  and  hefitation,  yielded  to 
ihe  tnoiX  pathetic  and  importunate  iblicitationd,  of  Glenco,  and 
adminiftered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  upon  the  6th  of  Ja-' 
rnary   159^.     A  certificate  of  his   having  d^nenhrj,  wiih  an 
account  of  the  circuitdtnccs  which  had  occafioned  the  dc^lay, 
was   tranfmiiicd  to  Campbell  the  fherifT-cIerk  of  Argy.ltfhire, 
tlien  refiding  at  Edinburgh,  in  otder  to  b^  fatd  befure  <he  privy 
council  there. 

'   P|r  tcnanfey 
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^H AP.tcnaace,   participated   in   the   canv^atipn   aai 
,^J[^^J^  amufemeuts  of  hi^  £imily,  ,  Upon  the  tkirteenJi 
\6q^%   qf  February  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  uinery. 
two>  the  very  day  the  officers  had  been  iavited  to 
dine  with  Gienco,  U^ut;enant  Lindfay  emeied  his 
(^bufe,  in  th^  mprniag  before  the  dawn  of  ligh*^ 
^red  upon  him,  a^d  killed:  him  as  be  was  rifia; 
oat  of  hi^  bed/  \     Above  thirty    men  were  pu: 
to  the  fword,  ancl  in  that  number  fome  who  were 
under,  and  fonie  who  vvere  above,  the  age  pre 
fcribed  by  the  warrant.     Bloody  as  this  tragedy 
was,  yjet  it  fell  (h^rt  of  the  barbarous  imentioiii 
both  of  thofe  who  ordered^  and  of  thofe  who  con- 
duced it.     On  the  day  preceding  the  flaugbter, 
colonel  Hamilton  was  difpatched,  with  a  part;  ci 
ibldiersfrom  laverlochy,  on  purpofe  to  block  up 
the  paiTages  frpm  the  yalley^  that  none  migh: 
efcape  by  flight  **.     The  feverityof  the  weather 
retarded  his  march,  and  fortunately  faved  feme 
hundreds  deftined  to  deftrudion.  Afcene  ofplun- 
der  followed  the  maflacre :  all  the  cattle  were  car- 
lied  away  to  the  quarters  of  the  troops^  and,  as  if 
It  had  been  intended  to  devote  the  valley  to  per- 
petual  defolation,  the  houfes  and  villages  were 
burnt  by  the  foldiers  *  \ 

The  general  odiurri  againft  government,  too 
juftly  excited  by  this  maffacre,  added  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  ill  humour  of  the  States,  made  tht 
king  dcfirous  to  poftpone,  as  long  as  poflible,  the 
meeting  of  another  feflion.  The  urgent  occaCon 
for  fuppliesj  and  for  augmenting  the  army,  con- 
ttrained  him  at  length  to  have  recourfe  to  a  mee:- 
.    ing  of  parliament ;    when   an  event   occurrc^i.. 


*  5  Siaic  Pa])crs,  T.  W.  vol  iii.  p.  604. 

'*  M^jor  Duncan's  Letter,  ibid, 

'7  S^c  Appcnii.i  n.  -At  :!)ecnJ  of  ihis^Chiptrr, 

•*  whk' 
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which  eftcoufaged  Wm   to  expert  a  more  ready  C  H  ^  P. 
compliance  \Vith  his  meafures.    By  the  viftbry  at-^^y^^ 
La    Hogue,  the  malecontertts   in  Scotland  \tere    jg^-^ 
over*aw€d,  while  fuch  of  them  as  ^ere  confcious 
of  guih  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  court  from  the 
difcoveriesf,  which  had  been. made  by  fome  of  the 
perfom,  who  were  convlfted  of  confpiring  againft 
the  goviernmem.     The  profpeft  of  commiflions  to 
their  friends  in   the  new  levies,  and  the  promife 
of  profitable  commercial  advantages,  were  held 
forth,  to  engage  the  intereft  of  perfoas  of  family 
on  the  ftde  of  the  court.     To  gain  popular  favour, 
the  preibytertans  were  agaift  diftinguiftied  by  his 
majefty'd  attention,  and  theif  friends  were  put  into 
the  principal  offices  of  the  ftate. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton  reprefented  his  majefty^^^.^"^^ 
in  th^  third  feffion  of  the  convention  parliamentj^^n  *" 
which  met  on  the  eighteenth  of  April  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-three  The  kirig,  iri 
his  letter  to  parliament,  exprefled  a  (trong  defire 
to  have  opened  this  feffion  in  pefrfon,  but  that  1:^ 
was  difappointed  by  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
which  required  his  prefence  on  the  continent. 
The  commiflioner  and  the  chancellor,  in  their 
feveral  fpeechcs,  direfted  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  the  great  lines  of  bufmefs  which  hi^ 
majefty  wiffied  them  to  purfue,  and  particularly 
the  importance  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  proper 
ftate  of  defence  by  additir>n2ll'foTces,  and  by  raif-  / 

v\^  the  fupplics  neceflary  for  that  end  ^%     The. 
wilhesof  the  court  feemedto  have  been  fully  gra-piig^.^ 
tified   by  the  compliance   of  this  feffion.     Four  with  the 
regiments   of  foot,  arid   two  of  dragoons,  were  court, 
added  to  the  (landing  army,  andafupplyof  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  poiinds  voted  for 

ba'ph,  Tol.  i^.  p.  476. 
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C  N[  A  P.  maintadning  them.    An  aft  alfo  pafled  appro 
^X^^v  of,  and  ratifying  the  meafures,  of  the  privy  cou2>-| 
1603.    ^^^  which  had  exceeded  its  lawful  power  by  lery 
ing  men  for  the  navy  during  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment.   For  fecuring  the  government,  fuch  mem- 
bers, as  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  were: 
expelled  the  houfe,  and  the  trials  of  thofe  perfons, 
T(^ho  had  been  apprehended  upon  fufpicion  of  con- 
fpiracy,  were  ordered.     An  aft  alfo  was  paffedt'j 
making  it  treafon  to  go  to  France,  or   to  hole 
correfpondence  with  any  perfon  reiiding  there. 
The  refolutions  of  this  fefGon  with  refpeft  to  the  j 
epifcopal  clergy,  if  they  did  not  fully  correfpond 
with  the  liberality  of  thp  king,  feemed  to  have 
been  formed  upon  the  diftates  of  juftice,  and  cal- 
culated to  redrefs  thofe,  who  had  been  deprived 
of  their  livings  by  the  violence  of  mobs,  or  by 
the  precipitate  refolutions  of  the  privy  council. 
Such  of  them  as  took  the  oath,  fubfcribed  the 
confeilion  of  faith,  and  acknowledged  prefbyten* 
fo  be  the  only  ecclefiaftica^  government,  were  10 
be  admitted  into  the  church  ;  and  if  the  general 
affembly  (hould  refufe  to  agree  to  this,  they  were 
affured  of  being  protefted  by  the  kiog^  asd  con- 
tinned  in  their  livings  *  *. 
Difcon  •        Neither  the  meafures  nor  example  of  this  fefEon 
tenrs  iti     of  parliament  produced  any  permanent  effeftinal- 
Scotland,  laying  the  difcontents    of  the  people  in  Scotland, 
or  fixing  their  attachment  to  government.  Fevc  oi 
the  expelled  clergy  complied  with  the  conditions 
required  for  being  admitted  into  the  eftabliiheil 
church.    While  the  refufal  of  the  rert  gave  a  fan:- 
tion  to  the  rigorous  proceedings  of  the  ecclefialii- 
cal  courts,  it  expofed  the  king  the  more  to  popuur 
jcalowfy  and  cenfure,  for  the  pretention  and  indu!- 

'^  Burnet,  iCgj. 
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gence,  which  he  ftill  vouchfafed  to  thofe  who  had  CHAP, 
forfeited  all  legal  claim  to  his  proteftion.  Inftead  of  XVjII. 
admiring  his  liberality,  the  generality  of  the  clergy  ^7604^ 
and  the  people  were  angry  and  aftonifhed^  Jbecaufe 
he  ncglefted  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  diftreffing 
perfons  who  were  known  to  be  difaffeSed  to  his 
government.  His  condu£t  in  this  inflance  was 
laudable ;  but  it  >vas  juftly  cenfurable  in  other 
views,  and  contributed  to  foment  that  ill  humour 
which  prevailed  through  the  greateft  part  of  this 
reign.  It  was  with  reluftance  that  he  gave  his 
attention  to  the  peculiar  bufinefs  of  Scotland ;  his 
anfwer  to  petitions  and  applications  of  importance 
was  unaccountably  delayed  ;  the  great  fervices  of 
this  feflion  were  not  acknowledged  with  that  fort 
W'ardnefs  and  alacrity,  which  were  expefted  by 
thofe  who  had  contributed  to  them.  Their  ex- 
pedlations  were  difappointed,  and  their  generofity 
abufed,  while  the  levies,  made  for  the  declared 
purpofe  of  augmenting  the  Scottifh  army,  were 
fent  to  recruit  the  regiments  in  Ireland  and  Ger- 
many. Thefe  topics  were  but  too  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed to  cherifli  the  growing  difafFeftion  of  the 
people.  The  eiFefts  of  a  feditioys  fpirit  appeared 
in  the  corporations  ineyerypart  of  the. country, 
and  it  was  only  by  the  illegal  exertions  of  the 
privy  council,  that  a  majority  in  favour  of  govern- 
ment could  be  maintained  ^n  the  toy'n  council  of 
Edinburgh '^ 

In  this  fituation  .of  the  kingdom,  parliaipent 
was  prorogued  from  time  to  time,  pll  the  expira-r 
tion  of  the  funds,  and  the  jdeath  of  the  queen, 
rendered  it  dangerous  to  carry  on  public  bufinefs 
without  the  acknowledgment  and  ihterpofitipn  of 
the  States. 

**>  Ilalph,  to!,  ii.  p.   579. 
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^Yvri^'      Another  feffion  of  the  Scottiih  parliamoit  co::.' 
^^!r^  menced  upon  the  ninth  of  May  one  thoufand  h 
16QC      hundred  aqd  ninety-five.     The  marquis  of  T^tc- 
-Another    dale  Wt^s '  appointed  his   majefty's  commifEocr, 
fcfSon.      and  ftrongly  recommended  by  him,  on  account  r: 
his  capacity,  zeal,  experience,  and    fidelity,    n^ 
the  mod  fuccef&ful  expedient  for  fecuring  the  com- 
pliance of  members,  the   chancellor    fignificdlv. 
majefty's  inclination  to  approve  of  any  reafonaK. 
plan  for  extending  the   trade   of  Scotland,  as. 
eftablifhing  a  plantation  in  any  part  of  the  woii: 
where  it  might  be  lawfully  acquired. 
•    The  frequent  intercourfe,  between  the  inhaV.- 
tants  of  England  and  Scotland  after  the  union:: 
the  two  crowns,  exhibited  to  the  latter  the  m j': 
ftriking  evidence  of  the  influence  of  trade  in  pr^i- 
moting  national  profperity.     But  this   difcoviiy 
tended  to  excite  envy  and  defpair,  rather  thm  v 
encourage  hope  and  induftry,  while  want  of  capi- 
tal, and  limited  channels  of  commerce,  preclude  J 
them  from  the  means  of  approaching  to  the  inc:- 
pendence  and  wealth  of  their  fellow-fubjefis.    A 
fhare  in  colonial  poffeffions,  under  the  prolecbcr. 
of  government,  was  an   objeft,  to   which  ever. 
enterprifing  Scotchman  looked  forward  with  icz: 
defire,  but  with  little  hope  of  fuccefs.     A  con 
currence  of  incidents  feemed   at  length  to  enfur-: 
the  certainty  of  projects,  which   had  been  cori 
dered  hitherto  as  fpeculative  and  doubtful. 
I  f th  Nov.     ^^^^  renewal  of  the   charter  to  the  Eaft  fcvt:: 
1693.    company  was  a  grievous  difappointment  to  man'' 
of  the  EnglifK  merchants,  who  had  anticipatcu 
the  mod  adviantageous  commerce,  upon  the  iii^i 
of  their  being  allowed  a  free  ti;3de  to  India,  or  0: 
obtaining  a  charter  for  the  erefljng  a  new  com- 
pany.    To  them  it  was  fuggefted,  that  their  pro- 
jefts  might  ftill  be  realifed>  and  their  highell  tx- 

pcctati'^' 
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peftatioas  gratified,  through  the  circuitous  chan-  Cl\k^. 
nel  of  ihe  neighbouring'  kingdom.     It  was  at  th^  ^3^-'- 
fame   time   reprefented  to  the  king's  mihifters  in     ,5^- 
Scotland,  as  well  as  to  many  {jerfons  dif  influence  Aa  for 
there,  thaf,  if  a  charter  could  be  obtained  for  the  extending 
proteQion  and   encouragement  oJF  a  Scotch  trad- '  rV*^*^^ 
ing  coinpany,  the  (kill  and-  capital  of  many  fin-  jgjj^j 
glifh   merchants   would   readily  be  proifered,  tcj 
affift  their  infant  efforts,  and  to  raife  them  to  i 
ftate  of  opulence,  equal  to  that  of  iheir'  envjeA 
neighbours.     The  plan  was  laid  before  the  kin^ 
by  Johnftone,  fedretary  of  ftate  for  Scotland,  and 
was  urged  as  an  infallible  meafurefot  conciliating 
the  loy^alty  and  affedHoris  of  the  nation.     Happy 
to  provide  a  new  fund  of  favours^  in  a  part  of  his 
dominions  where  the  demands   made  upon  him 
were  (b  many  and  importunate^  and  the  means  to 
gratify  them  fo  extremely  limited,  he  now  auth6- 
rifed  his ,  commiffioner  to  make  propofafs  for  ex- 
tending their  commerce.     A  committee  of  trade 
was  accoi^dinfgly  appointed  by  parliament,  whidh 
prepared  an  iiftto  conftitutea  company,  with  cer- 
tain privileges,    for   tradiiig  to  Africa  aiid  the 
indies^'.    ^ 


^*  Hy  ihls  afi,  certain  p^rfons  named,  and  fucb  a^  fiiould 
join  tliera  fcefore  tlie-'ill  of  Auguit  1696,  were  conftitutcci  a 
body  corporate,  by  ihe  name  of  The  Company  of  Scotland  trad - 
ing  to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  provided  that  one  half  of  the  fund, 
Of  eauit;il  ftocfc,  fhould  be  adyaneed  by  Scotcbnien,  &c  &c. 
Together  with  the  rights  arid  privileges  ufyially  given  by  law  to 
o»her  mercantile  or  manufa<5luring  companit'sj  ih»ey  were  em- 
powered to  plant  colonies,  hold  cities,  &c.  in  Al'n,  Africa,  or 
Arfierira,  in  the  places  pot  inhabfted,  or  in  any  place;  by  coo- 
f:nt  of  the  native?,  and  not  already  pd/Te/red  by  an  Europeao 
fjvcreiga.  AjI  the  powers  and  p/erogatives,  nect(rary  for  inter- 
pA  govcrmicnc  and  dtfirice,  were  granted  therfi.  They  were 
alTo  exemptt^  from  all  inipofitions  or  laXcs  for  the  fpace  of 
I'i'caty-one  yvars. 
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The  immediate  effefls  of  this  aft,  though  after- 
wards fa,tal  to  Scotland,  were  fully  anfwerable  to 
the  expedationg  of  the  court.    The  fum  of  one 
million  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds 
Scotch,  was  voted  for  the  maintenanpeof  the  land 
jForces,  and  prpvidingtruifjBrs  and  convoys  for  the 
defence  of  t^ie  coafb.    What  was  no   lefs  agree- 
able to  his  majefty*  an  aft  was  obtained  for  allow- 
ing  fuch  of  the  epifcopal  clergy  as  took  the  oaths 
to  the  king,  to  continue  in  their  pariihes  i^ ithout 
being  fubjefked  to  the  prefbyteries  *  *. 
■    No  fooner  hjid  the  Scots,  in  profecutioii  of  the 
late  aft,  adopted  the  plan  of  making  a  fettlement 
in  the  lilhmus  of  Darien,  than  the  king  became 
fenfible  of  the  impropriety  of  the  indulgence  he 
had  granted  them.     The  Spaniards  were  alarmed 
at  a  fettlement  adjacent  to  their  colonies,  and  their 
ambaflador  prefented  a  memorial  (o  tbie  court  of 
England,  remonftrating  againft  it.     The  French 
king,  extending  his  views  to  the  reverl^onary  ad- 
Vantages  of  the  Spanilh  fucceifion  to  his  family, 
offered  a  fleet  to  drive  the  Scots  out  of  their  fettle- 
ment.    The  Englifh  were  jealous  of  it,  left  the 
profpeft  of  wealth  fhould  drain  their  plantitio&t 
in  North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies.     What 
was  believed  to  go  ftill  nearer  to  the  heart  of  Wil- 
liam, it  was  reprefented  to  be  injurious  to  the  inte* 


3'  In  confequence  of  this  a£ly  which  was  2  confirmation  of 
what  had  be^n  proroifed  by  the  lafl  feflioo,  about  (ereotj  of  the 
epifcopal  clergy,'  who  took  the  oaths, '  continued  to  exerdle  their 
ininifteria]  funt^lions,  and  to  fpjoy  the  leg  J  benefice,  lo  p«* 
ri{hes  wliere  they,  had  gained  the  aife^ions  of  their  people,  tie 
continuance  of  their  paflors  would,  we  may  belicTc,  he  bigblj 
acceptable;  but,  a^  the  geb'.rality  of  the  people  were  zeilocs 
tbrprefby.tery,  the  old  epifcopalincumbents  were  often  looked 
upon  with  an  evil  eye,  and  confidered  as  a  burden  opoo  thee^ 
Ublifliraent. * 

'• reft 
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eft  of  the  States  ' ' .    The  Etiglifh  parliament  had  C  H  A  P. 
iarly   teflified  a  difapprobation  of  the  indulgence  z^^'^'- 
^ouchfafed  to  the  Scots,  and  though  atory  minif- T^^^g*^ 
Lry  prevented  that  perfeverance  inoppofition  to  itj  jan.  1696. 
which    was  expeded  from  thfeir  firft  refolutions, 
yet  it  was  known  to  be  highly  offenfive  to  their 
conflituents.     Every  meafure  was  now  purfued  by 
the  court,  to  fruftrate  the  projefts  and  fuccefs  of 
the  Darien  adventurers.     1  he  miniiler  at  Ham- 
burg prefented  a  memorial  to  the  fenate  to  prevent 
the  pecuniary   afliftance,  which  the  company  dep- 
rived   from  the  fubfcriplions  of  the   merchants 
there  ^  '*.     Orders  were  tranfmitted  to  the  gover- 
nors of  the  Englifh  colonies  in  America  and  the     -, 
Weft  Indies,  forbidding  all  commerce  with  them^ 
and  proclamations  were  iflued  to  that  purpofe. 

The  efFe£ls  of  ihefe  ungracious  meafures  of  the  and  mU- 
court  were  what  might  naturally  have  been  ex-^®^^**" 
peded.    Three  fuccellive  colonies,  fent  from  Scot- Scotch 
land,  periihed  under  the  complicated  calamities  of  Oarieo 
difeafe,  famine,  and  thefword  '  ^    Some  of  them^eompany. 
who  were  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  dragged  out  a 
miferable  exiftence  in  prifons,  fubjeded  to  all  the 
infults  and  cruelties,  which  are  ufually  inflided 
on  pirates  and  robbers ;  and  thus  the  lofty  expec- 
tations of  the  Scots  were  laid  in  the  duft.    The 
lofs  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  fubfcribed 


^  ^  Ic  was  faidy  that  the  Dutch  from  Curozao  carried  on  a  Iu« 
crative  coafting  trade  among  the  SpaniTh  plantations,  which  they 
\vere  afraid  the  Scotch  colony  would  draw  entirely  to  themfelves. 

^*  Life  of  William,  vol.  iii.  State  Trades,  &c. 

^  ^  The  fird'  colony,  conGf^ing  of  about  twelve  hundred  men, 
departed  from  LeitH  00  the  26th  of  July  1608.  Soon  after,  a 
fccond  and  a  third,  confiding  nearly  of  the  fagie  numbers,  fol- 
lowed. The  (irfl  and  fecond  colonies  waded  away  with  famine 
and  dtfcafe.  The  third  fell  into  faction  and  dimutes  among 
themfelves^  were  attacked  by  the  Spaniards,  and  furrendered  to 
Jhem.  .      "      ' 


by 
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CHAf.by  ft  nation  f6  lowin  fortune,  occafioned  aloidft 
^^"''    an  univeffal  bankruptcy.     There  were  few  fatm* 
i6f}i.    '^^^  which  did  not  feci  in  a  more  tender  [k^itit^  diid 
lament  the   lofs  of  relations,  who,  inftead  of  re- 
turning to  their  country  loaded  with  Wealth,  hid, 
through  tyranny  and  treachery,  been  expofed  to  a 
premature   death,  attended  with  uncottimott  clr- 
cumftances  of  horron 
Mfeiy         From  this  period  to  the  death  <^f  William,  the 
aod  diCif-  hiftory  of  Scotlarfd  prefents  one  .uniform  face  of 
fraion  of  wretchednefs,  difcontent,  and   tumult.     The  de- 
the  Scots,  preflion,   occafioned  by   natural   calamities,  titi* 
avoidably  leads  the  mind  to  view  in  dark  colours, 
and  to  fed,  more  ifitetifely,  thdfe  evils,  which  are 
brought  on  by  imprudence,  or  by  the  malevoleM 
agency  of  others.     A  fucceffive  run  of  bad  Tea* 
Ibiis  and  fcanty  crops,  at  a  tim^,  When  Want  of 
credit  and  difficulty  of  importation  excluded  amy 
reKef  by  a  foreign  fupply  of  corn,    completed 
the  miferies,  and   iriflamed  the  indignaticJn   ind 
complaints,  of  the  Scotd.    Many  fitmiliils  of  the 
lower  clafs  perifhed   by  fdttiitre  >  and  thoufat^d^ 
were  daily  emigrating  from  their  native  land.   Dif- 
content and  clsrmour  pervafded  the  whole  body  of 
the  people.     Their  minds  were  e^tafperated  agaiiift 
a  fovereign,  who,  like  a  ftep-father,  invefted  with 
the  aothority,  without  feeling  the  afe^ioh,  of  a 
parent,  was  partial  and  oppreffive  to  them,  when- 
ever their  interefts  came  into  competition  with 
thofc  of  England  or   the  States.     Their  hearts 
were  alienated  from  the  fifter  kingdom :  the  jea- 
loufy,   rancour,   and  antipathy,  which   had  agi- 
tated both  nations  in  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  began  to 
revive,  in  all  their  vehemence.     The  contempt, 
the  humiliation,  the    miferies,  with  which   they 
were  now  overwhelmed,  were  traced   up  to  that 
inaufpicious  event,  which  had  united  them  under 
the  dominion  of  one  fovereign.     While  the  minds 
'         -      '  ■  .of 
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^f  the  peopl^  in  genter^l  wdre  prepared  for  a  fepa-  CHAP, 
ration,  toe  friends  of  James,  who  never  had  de-  J^^I^Jl^ 
fcrted  him,  were  mortified,  by  the  coldnefs  with    ,5^ 
'vv'hich  their  addreiTes  wete  now  entertained,  Hot 
only  by  their  ancient  fovereign,  but  by  the  court 
of  France,  ever  open  to  the  fupplications  of  the 
Scots,  and  ready  to  vouchfafe   them  protedion, 
before  their  fatal  Junftion  with  England  '  *.     Nor 
Tvcre  their  difafters,  from  a  foreign  caufe,  foothed 
and  alleviated  by  internal  harmony,  and  that  bro- 
therly affedlion,  which  is  naturally  ftrengthened  by 
a  community  of  fuSerings.  .The  pride,  the  rivalry^ 
the  hatreds,  of  their  chieftains,  were  ever  and 
anon  produdive  of  difcords,  which  embroiled  the 
fubordinace  clafles  of  their  dependants*    Thebi* 
gotry  of  the  prelbyteriaas,  armed  with  legal  au- 
thority, omitted  no  opportunity  to  vex  and  to 
faarais  thofe,  who  did  not  conform  to  their  wor* 
£bip  and  government.    Incendiary  papers  daily 
liTued  from  the  pre£s ;  aflbciations  were  formed ; 
riots  and  mobs  in  the  metropolis,  and  under  the 
very  eye  of  the   chief  magiftrate^  exhibited  the 
fury  of  the  people,  and  the  relaxation  and  impo- 
tence of  government.     Mtnifters  and  judges  reci- 
procally upbi;aided  andaccufedone  another  of  im- 
prudence, timidity  and  treachery-      Various  at- 
tempts were  made  to  appeafe  the  difcontents  of  the 
people,  and  to  reftore  the  dignity  and  authority  of 

^  ^  Lewis  adviied  James  at  this  time  not  to  enter  into  any 
terms  with  the  malecontents  in  Scotland,  becaufe,  on  account 
of  the  iocrcafing  rancour  between  the  two  kingdoms,  it  would 
render  him  odious  to  the  Engliih,  who  were  the  moft  powerful ; 
u'hereas,  if  he  regained  England,  the  Scots  mull  neceflarily 
yield  to  his  authority.  This  advice  of  the  court  of  France  pro- 
b  tWy  proceeded  more  from  a  regard  to  it3  own  iotercft,  than  that 
<>f  James.  The  partition  treaty*  which  was  now  ncgociating, 
^ould  have  been  fruflrated,  if  France  had  provoked  William  by 
fiirriilg  up  a  rcbeliioo  in  Scotland. 

*'  government. 


I  TOO. 
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CHAP,  jrovernmcnt.    Great  induftry  ivas  ufcd  to  gain 
^y l^j^  perfons  of  intereft  and  family:  peniionswere  bc- 
»6s8»     ftowed ;  and  titles  were  conferred.     The  moft  flat- 
tering pron;ifes,   of  his   majefty's  refolution  of 
doing  every  thing  in  his  power,  for  the  relief  of 
Scotland,  we^e  contained  in  his  letters  to  the  par- 
liament.    Thefe  attempts  only  ferved  to  evince 
the  inveterate  and   univerfal  difaffeflion  of  the 
'    Scots.     Remonflrances  and  addrefies,  fromparHa- 
ment,  complaining  of  grievances,  fruftrated  the 
expectations   of  the  king,  and  repeatedly  obliged 
his  commiffioners  prematurely  to  adjourn  it.     llie 
nialecontent   members  threatened  to  fit  by  force, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  king's  adjournment.     Peti* 
tions,  in  the  fame  ftrain  with  the  addrefles^  and 
praying  for  a  meeting  of  parliament,  were  pre- 
fented  by  many  of  the  counties  and  boroughs.     It 
was  dangerous  for  any  perfon,  in  the  courfe  of 
converfation,  to  fay  any  thing  in  defence  of  the 
king  or  his  minifters  *,  or  to  exprefs  himfelf,  with 
refpeft  to  the  affair  of  Datien,  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  nation  ' '. 

In  this  fituation,  it  became  evident  that  the 
flrength  of  England  was  impaired,  and  its  prof* 
perity  endangered,  by  a  connexion  with  Scotland. 
A  difunion  of  intereft  and  affedion,  between  the 
two  nations,  indicated  an  approaching  disjun£tion 
of  their  government.  The  extenfion  of  the  aft 
of  fettlement,  deemed  effential  to  the  fafety  of  the 
government  and  the  proteftant  religion,  ^as  nrt 
adopted  by  the  Scottifh  parliament.  After  the 
death  of  Williani,  it  was  obliquely  rejeSed  by 

^ '  For  the  proof  and  illuflraiton  qf  riicfc  fadls  relative  to 
Scotland,  the  render  is  referred  to  a  valuable  Colle^ion  of  SrAc 
Pjpers  and  Letters^"  addreiTed  jto  Principal  Carftares,  and  pdb- 
J.flicd  by  Dovflor  M  Cormict  1774  ;  which  exhibits  a  more  dif 
\}r){\  and  ftriking  view  of  the  temper  and  political  ftatc  of  Seot- 
hnd,  ihnn  \vlj;it  can  be  conveyed  by  any  general  hiftory. 

their 
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their  a£l  of  fecurity  ".     That  fagacious  princeCHAP. 
had  forefeen  alt  thefe   evils,  and  often  exprefled  J^^^^if;^ 
his  wifhesfor  an  incorporating  union  between  the    ^^^^^ 
two  kingdoms,  as  eifential  to  the   happinefs  of 
both.     The  enlightened  and  dirinterefted  friends 
of  their  country  were  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  importance  of  this  object.     Their  'wiflies 
and  endeavours  were  at  laft  crowned  with  fuccels 
by  the  ad  of  union,  paiTed  in  both  parliaments  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven. 

As  the  fruits  of  this  event,  after  the  experi- 
ence of  near  a  century,  have  been  fully  anfwer- 
able  to  the  fondell  expectations  of  its  promoters, 
it  will  be  the  ardent  prayer  of  the  generous  patriot, 
that  every  recoUedion  may  be  obliterated,  and 
every  inequality  and  diftlndion  abolifhed,  injuri- 
ous to  the  continuance  and  perfedion  of  that  union, 
which  is  pointed  out  }^y  thfi  hand  of  the  wife  Cre- 
ator of  the  univerfe. 

To  complete  this  work,  it  is  neceffary  to  give  a 
fhort  account  of  the  political  ftate  of  Ireland  from 
the  period,  at  which  we  left  it,  to  the  end  of  this 
reign.. 

The  war  there  was  terminated,  as  I  have  ob-Sr[itcof 
ferved,  by  the  furrender  of  Limerick  on  the  fifth  Ireland. 
of  Odoberone  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- -^""cjcs 
one.     By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  Roman  ^i^^^"^" 
catholics  were  eftablifhed  in  the  privileges  which 
they  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond. 
Ail  the  garrifons,  which  had .  declared   for  king 
James,  and  all  officers  and  foldiers,  bearing  his 

'  •  By  the  aft  of  fecurity,  pafled  in  the  }>arliament  of  Scot- 
land in  i6o4»  it  was  provided,  that,  if  the  queen  died  witiioift 
iffuc,  a  parliameDt  fhould  imnicdiately  nieer,  and  declare  the 
fucce^or  10  the  crown,  who  fhouJd  not  be  the  fame  ptrfjn  wl  o 
was  poflcffcd  of  the  crown  of  England,  uolefs,  before  tliai  time, 
there  ftould  be  a  fettlement  made  in  parliament  of  the  rights 
Aiid  iibenies  of  the  nation,  Independent  on  Ergl\fh  coundh. 

commiflion^ 
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CHAP.  commifRon,  who  were  witling  to  take  the  oatfis  to 
J^^_^^  William  and   Mary,   were  to  enjoy   the    eftatcs 
1691 .    vhich  bek>nged  to  tbem  before  the  coiameiiccnieie 
V  of  the  war.     1  he  fame  benefits  were  to  be  ex- 

tended to  merchants  and  other  perfons  who  bad 
gone  abroad  within  that  period,  provided  they 
fiiould  return  within  eigbt  months,  and  fubmit  to 
the  government.     Such  a^  declined  to  do  this  were 
permitted  to  leave  the  kingdom,  ^  go  go  beyond 
fea  to  any  place  they  chofe,  Englaod  and  Scothod 
excepted.     To  facilitate  the  tranfporration  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  in  the  fcrvice  oi  James,  the  Efr 
glifh  general  engaged  to  fumifli  fifty  fiiips  of  two 
hundred  cons,  and  more,  if  necefiaty,  u}»n  eos- 
dition  of  paying  the  expences  of  their  proTifioAS 
at  the  place  of  difembarkatioA. 
Ccnfurcd       Thefe  were  the  principal  articles,  agreed  to  st 
by  the      the  furrcnder  of  Limerick,  boafted  of  by  the  fnesik 
Irifh  pro-  ^£  James  as   the  moft  advantageous  capitulatioa 
al/wiiigs.^'ecorded  in  the  annals  of  war,  and  condemned  br 
the  Irifli  proteftants,  and  many  of  the  whigs  in 
England,  as  difhonourable  to  the  arms  of  WiUia^^ 
and  unjuft  to  his  bed  friends  in  Ireland  '  •. 

The  redu'ftion  of  that  kingdom  had  been  con- 
fidered;-  by  the  proteftants,  as  afibrding  the  moft 
favourable  opportunity  for  impofmg  fuch  rellric- 
tions  upon  the  Roman  catholics,  as  might  remove 
any  future  danger  arifing  from  the  great  fuperio- 
ricy  of  their  numbers.  By  the  reftoration  of  pro- 
perty to  the  perfofns,  who  were  in  arms  agaiail  the 
revolution,  the  IngUfti  nation  was  deprived  c:" 
confifcations,  which,  though  turned  to  the  bt.: 
account,  muft  have  proved:  an  inadequate  com- 
pcnfaiion  for   the  burdens   they  had  endured  h 


3»  Orleans.     Burnet,  1691. 
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^ccompUfluag  the  redufUoa  of  Ireland.     By  fe-C  H  A  P. 
curings  the  rebels  not  only  the  pofleflion  of  their  J^^^!}^ 
origijQial  property,    but,  of  their   cftates,  at  tb^    ^(^^^ 
time  of  the  treaty,  as  well  as  by  the  pardon  of  tref- 
pafles  committed  during  the  war,  the  moft  oppref- 
five  injudice  to  individuals  was  confirmed  y  and 
tfaofe,  who,  upon  account  of  their  early  zeal  for 
the  revolution^  had  been  moft  expofed  to  violence 
ajnd  depredation,  were  abandoned  to  irreparable 
lofs  and  fuffeting. 

No  article  of  this  treaty  was  more  feverely  cen- 
ijuredi  than  that,  which  ftipulated  for  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  the  Irifh  officers  and  loldiers  into  Francej 
^¥hat   more  acceptable  fervice  could  have  been 
rendered  to  the  French  king,  than  to  fornifh  him 
-with  a  choice  body  of  troops  made  defperate  by 
exile,  and  prepared,  when  an  opportunity  occur- 
red, to  invade  their  native  country  with  advan- 
tages, which  no  foreigners   could  poflefs  ?   Nor 
v^ould  the   benefit,  which  France  was   likely  to 
derive  from  this  conceffion,  be  confined  to  the  fer- 
-vices,  or  terminated  by  the  lives,  of  the  perfons 
^ho  were  firft  tranfported  from  Ireland.    By  main- 
taining a  correfpondence  with  their  relations,  who 
remained   in  their  native   country,   they  would 
entice  many  to  follow  their  example.     The  fpirit 
of  emigration,  together  with  attachment  to  a  fo- 
reign intereft,  would   be  cherifticd,  and,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  generation^,  the  armies  of  France  would 
be  recruited  with  the  fubjeftsof  England. 

However y>laufible thefeobfervations,  yet  ftrongCon^Je- 
reafons,  arifmg   from  the  circumftances  of  both  ra'^'or^* 
kingdoms,    recommended   to  William  the  moft  ^^JJ^:"*^'^ 
liberal  conceflions  for  obtaining  the  early,  fubmif*  ^^^  propri- 
fion  of  Irelaiid.     The  parliament  of  England,  re-  ety  ai.d 
colleding  the  enormous  profufion  of  blood  apdj^^^^^-^^* 
treafure;  wafted  iufubduing  thelrilli  rebels,  in  the^  ^^* 

reign 
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C  H  A  P>  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  granted  fuppUes  for  the 
XVI 11.  prefentwar  with  reluftance  and  penury  ;  and  yet, 

^^^^2^"^  iuch  grofsabufes  daily  occurred  in  the  expenditure 
*^'*    of  them,  as  furniOied  the  party  in  oppofition  with 
the  mod  fpecious  grounds,  for  arraigning  the  con- 
duA  of  the  king  and  his  minifters.     He  forefav 
.    with  regret,  in  the  prolongation  of  hoftilities  in 
Ireland,  a  diverfion  of  the  revenue  and  force  of 
England,  which  he  wifhed  to  employ  more  dxreftly 
againft  the  armies  of  France  upon  the  continenL 
Nor  was  there  anv '  juft  reafon  for  treating  the 
Irifli  as  rebels  againlt  the  government  of  England, 
and  for  infifting  upon  thofehard  terms  of  fubmif- 
fion,  which  were  prefcribed  by  the  fears,  the  in- 
terefts,  or  the  refentment,  of  the  Englifh  protcf- 
tants.    James  had  not  abdicated  or  deferted  the 
throne  of  Ireland.     So  long  as  a  deputy  held  the 
reins  of  government  in  his  name,  the  mod  obvi- 
ous duty,  as  well  as  a  regard  to  perfonal  fafety, 
recommended  the  continuance  of  allegiance  to 
him.     His  afluming  the  government  in   perfon, 
while  England  dill  hefitated  and  delayed  to  fuc* 
cour  thofe  who  had  declared  for  the  prince  of 
Orange,  neceffarily  involved,  in  aftive  hodiiity, 
many  perfons,  who  wifhed  well  both  to  liberty  and 
the  proteftant  religion. 

The  privileges,  granted  to  the  Roman  catho« 
lies,  were  fuch  as  could  not  have  been  withheld, 
without  invading  the  conftitution  eflabliflied  at  the 
reftoration ;  and  giving  the  higheft  offence  to  the 
foreign  princes,  who  were  members, of  the  con- 
federacy ♦**. 

The  confen^ing  to  the  emigration  of  the  lri(h 
troops  might  alfo  be  vindicated  by  the  rules  of 

***  Letters  of  the  earl  of  Perth,  Kac].hcrfpn*s  Sutc  Papery. 

prudexK 
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prudent  policy.     Was  it  to  be  imagined,  that  fuch  CHAP. 
a  numerous  and  gallant  body,  hoftile  to  the  pro- .  -^^^' 
tedant  religion  and  government,  inured  to  pluii-     ,g^j/j 
dcr,  and  with  arms  in  their   hands,  would  have 
remained  in  a  ftate  of  harmlefs  inattivity  ?  In  what 
fituation  could  they  be  more  ferviceable  to  Lewis, 
or    more   dangerous   to  William,  than   by  being 
planted  in  the  bowels  of  their  native  country,  and 
leady   for  an   infurreftion,  whenever  any  leader 
fnould  oflFer  to  conduct  them  ?  The  tranfportation 
of  fuch  a  number  of  difaflFeaed  fubjeds,  was  like 
giving  vent  to  thofe  deleterious   humours  of  th^ 
body,  which,  if  they  do  not  find  a  free  discharge 
in  the  extremities,  will  recoil  upon  the  vital  parts, 
and  quickly  pur  an  end  to  its  exigence. 

But  however  neceflary  the  articles  of  Limerick 
might  be,  for  obtaining  the  peaceable  fettlement 
of  Ireland,  yet  it  might  have  beenexpefted,  that 
the  execution  of  them  would  excite  temporary 
difcontents ;  and  even  alienate  the  affedions  of 
many  who  firft  fupported  the  revolution.  The 
fchemes  of  avarice  and  refentment  were  not  only 
defeated,  but,  in  fome  inftances,  the  expeftationfi 
of  equitable  indemnification  were  cut  off^  by  fuch  ' 

a  liberal  remiflion  of  forfeitures,  and  fuch  a  com- 
prchenfive  extenfion  of  mercy.     To  reconcile  fo 
many  jarring  irtterefts,  and  to  foften  the  com- 
plaints  of  the  difappointed,  great  firmnefs   and 
difintereflednefs   were  requifite  in   the  perfons, 
whom  the  king  intruded  with  the  management  of 
his  affairs.     Unfortunately,  however,  either  from  Abofes 
the  oirgintfil  want  of  thefe  qualifications,  or  the  ^^'?'"^^ 
uncommon  force  of  temptation,  the  meafures  and  ujL\"  j^*" 
example  of  his  majefty's  fervants  rather  tended  to  vams  in 
inflame  the  difcontents  of  the  Irifli,  and  to  bring  the  go- 
reproach   upon   the  articles  of  Limerick.     Th^  ^^J* Y"a 
perfons,  whom  the  king  appointed  lords  juftices  or  *^   « »»  • 
C^q  commilii- 
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C  H  A  P.  commiilioners  * ' ,  difcovered  an  arbitrary  ffnrity 
^J^Y'I^  and  great  partiality,  in  the  difpenfation  of  jufticc 
i6oi-a-a,  The  trial  of  crimes  was  often  conducted  in  a  fum- 
&c  mary  way,  and  without  regard  to  the  efiendi! 
forms  of  law :  evidence-was  fupprefled  with  tk 
connivance  of  the  judges;  the  principal  tranfgref- 
fors  were  acquitted,  while  thofe,  who  aded  under 
their  dire£kion  and  influence,  fuffered  the  extreioe 
vengeance  of  the  laws  ^\  But,  in  no  cafe,  did 
the  management  of  the  iuftices  appear  more  ini* 
(juitous  and  oppreflive^  than  in  regard  to  the  Iriih 
forfeitures.  The  moft  beneficial  leafes  were  not 
only  retained  for  themfelves  and  their  friends,  but, 
in  the  competition  for  eftates  and  firms,  the  low* 
eft  bidders  were  fometimes  preferred;  which,  un- 
avoidably, led  to  the  fufpicion  of  fecret  compen- 
fation  being  made  them  for  flagrant  breach  of  truf^. 
Thefe  mifdemeanours  and  the  grievances  occafi- 
oned  by  them,  produced  complaints  and  difaffec- 
tion,  which  were  made  >  the  ground  of  ipecific 
charges,  prefented  to  the  legiflature  in  both  king- 
doms. Inquiries  were  inflituted:  important  difco- 
veries  were  made ;  but  the  extreme  intricacy  and 
tedioufnefs  of  this  bufmefs,  the  private  concerns  d 
parties  in  England,  and  the  induftry  of  powerful 
individuals,  who  were  not  themfelves  free  from 
all  acceflion  to  the  guilt  alleged,  prevented  any 
eflFe6tual  redrefs  of  public  abufes,  and  the  puniih- 
ment  of  (late  delinquents  ^\ 
Peaceable  Notwithftanding  thefe  occurrences,  it  is  remark  • 
natc  of     able,  that  no  internal  diforder,  affefling  govern- 


.  ^*  On  the  5th  September  1690,  the  king  confticuted  lord 
Sidney  and  Thnrras  Coningfty  lord  jaflices  of  Irclaad,  aod 
afterwards  added  others  to  the  eommiiSoD. 

♦*  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  335. 

^'  Journ.  Comnoos,  Febraarj,  March,  1695,  paffim. 

meor, 


Political  transactions,  &c,  595 

thent,  happened  in  Ireland  after  the  furrender  of C HAP. 
Limerick.     No  future  attempt  was  made  by  James,  ^^Y^I^ 
or  his  friends,  toraifean  infurieftion  there.     ^^  legi-i-u 
theconfultations  among  his  agents,  and  their  cor-      &c. 
refpondence  with   Saint  Germains,  they   do  not 
feem  at  all  to  have  reckoned  upon  the  ftrength  of 
Ireland,  or  to  have  expefted  any  material  fupport 
from  it.     The  fubmiffion  of  the  Irifli  to  the  laws 
and  government  was  more  prompt  ;ind  regular, 
than  it  had  been  in  any  former  reign.    ^His  ma-cth  06Vo- 
jefty's  title  was  recognifed  without  any  conditions;  ^'■"^9*t 
and,  in  five  fucceffivefeflions  of  parliament,  which  *^^     "^' 
met   in  the  courfe   of  this  reign,  fapplies  were  27th  June 
granted,  and   meafures,  in  general,  were  carried  1696, 
on,  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  the  court.  ^7^**  J^^ly 

In  attending  to   the  hiftory  of  this  period,  we'  ^^Jg 
are  naturally  lliuck  with  the  remiflhefsof  Ireland,  169S.  No 
in  having  omitted  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  bold 
meliorating  her   political  fituation.     If  it  was  in  *^^* 
vain,  to  attempt  an  explicit  declaration  of  her  right  ^^  j^p^  J^ 
to  an  independent  legiflature  and  jurifdidion,  yet  a/Tcn  their 
the  example  of  the  conventions,  in  England  andindcpcn- 
Scotland,  might  have  fuggefted  the  idea  of  ftipu-^^°^*' 
lation  with  the  new  government,  and  the  propriety 
of  fixing  limitations  to  the  fuperiority  claimed  by 
England ;  and  of  guarding  againfl  encroachments 
and  abufes,  to  which  it  was  wantonly  extended  in 
the  fucceeding  reigns. 

A  flight  acquaintance  with  the  ftate  of  Ireland  Reafons 
furnifhes  a  fatisfaftory  explanation  of  that  condud,  for  this. 
which,  at  firft  view,  may  be  placed  to  the  account 
of  negligence,  or  want  of  public  fpirit.  The  pre- 
judices of  education  concurred  with  the  immedi- 
ate views  of  intereft,  to  difpofe  his  majefty^s  pro- 
teftant  fubjefts,  nowvefted  with  theexclufive  pof- 
feffionof  power,  to  adopt  meafures  tending  to  in- 
creafe  and  ftrengthen,  rather  than  to  relax  or  dif- 

Qjl  2  folve. 
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CHAP,  folvc,  the  dependence  of  Ireland  upon  Engbn: 

Xvni.   ^jj  the  EnglHh  families  tranlplanted  into  liclas: 

^T^^Tr^  f'o"^  ^^^  ^^\fi^  ^^  James  the  Firft,  who  profccuic: 

6  7.8,&c.  t>y  every  method  the  propagation  of  the  reform:: 

faith,  had  been  taught  to  confider  their  religix 

and  their  property  as  infeparably  conneded;  an: 

to  prefer  the  fccurity  and  defence  of  the  former:: 

every  other  confideration.     Thefe  principles  vert 

inftilled  into  their  children,  with  the   firft  rui: 

ments  df  education  ;  and  became  more  vigorcu.^ 

and  operative  in  their  defcendants  at  the  refot.- 

tion,  from  the  remembrance  of  the  horrors  of  ih: 

Popi(h   maffacre,  and  their  own   ^perience  c 

alarm  and  danger  in  the  preceding  reign.    Charit 

the  Second  had  been  often  inveighed  agsdnft  fbrti 

indulgence  to  the  lri(h   catholics ;  and  James  vx 

Second,  by  the  new  modelling  of  charters,  ba: 

openly  and  boldly  transferred  all  the  funfHons  c: 

government  into  their  hands.     By  the  revolorirs 

tnefe  were  again  reftored  to  the  proteftant^*    F^' 

exceeded  in  numbers  by  the  Roman  catholics  '*. 

the  Irilh  proteftants  confidered  the  inaintenancec: 

power  and  property,  and  the  very  fafety  of  rh:-' 

perfons,  as  depending  upon  their  connexion  vri^ 

England.     All  their  fchemes  and  meafures  vr: 

therefore  formed  and  direfted  with  a  view  to  chc- 

rifh  this  connexion,  and  to  enfure  the  defence.: 

their  religion.     For  this   purpofe  they  fiiggeftfti 

amendments   upon  the  aft  of  fettlement :  tb? ' 

objefted  to  the  articles   of  Limerick,  which,  t 

their  apprehenfion,  fliewed  too  much  kindnefitv 

the  Roman  catholics.     A  fuUennefs  and  difcontet! 


^  *  Th^y  w^re  calculated  to  bare  beeo  in  tbi*  praponwa  : 
t'iur  (o  one,  at  tbe  ReAor^tioo ;  and  prot>ably  iocicaiciiirA 

r!iac  period  to  the  Revolution. 

prcv2i!?^ 
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prevailed  in  the  firft  feffion  of  parliament,  becaufe  CHAP; 
lord  Sydney,  the  lieutenant,   favoured  the  native  ^^111. 
Irifli  and  catholics  too  much  *'.     ImprefTed  with  ,5^^^, 
thefe  views,  the  proteftants  in  Ireland  were  afraid  67-8,  &c; 
of  incurring  the   difpleafure   of  England ;  and  if  &c. 
more  extended  views  of  liberty,  or  a  forefight  of 
oppreffion,  inclined  them  to  difown  fubjeftion  to 
a  foreign  legiflature  and  judicatory,  or  to  piropofe 
any  meafare  which   implied  the  rejedion  of  it, 
they  were  over-awed,  and  yielded  to   the  control 
of  the  Englifti  parliament.     Different  meafures, 
purfued  in  the  firft   fefSon   after  the  furrender  of 
JLimerick,  fuiEciently  afcertafn,  that  the  Irifh  par-  ' 
liament   was  not  ignorant   of  the  juil  claims  of 
.  their  conftituents  to  independence,  nor  backward 
id  aflerting  it,  though,  for  the  reafons  mentioned, 
they   had  not  boldnefs,  nor,    as  circumftances 
flood,  the  ability  to. follow  it  out**.     T  he  Eix- 
glifh  parliament  was  content,  for  a  while,  topafs 
a£ts  binding  Ireland,  and  implying  its  fabordina- 
tion,  tilt  at  length  a  political  pamphlet  gave  alarm, 
and  occafioned  the  houfe  of  commons  to  make  an 


*'  So  ftrongly,  longafrerthH  period,  did  ihe  farnie  temper 
prevail,  that  we  6nd  the  irifh  protetlants  auentivcly  availing 
theiTifelves  of  every  incident  and  emergency  in  England,  to 
obtain  farther  fecuritics  againft  the  Roman  catholics.  They  " 
knew  how  anxious  the  Englifh  parliament  was  to  obtain  the  con- 
feni of  all  the  three  kingdoms  to  rhe  ai5l  of  fcttlenent,  and  .they 
a;»reed  to  it  upon  this  condition,  that  Roman  catholics  fliould  be 
difqoaliiied  from  ferving  in  parliament  Jn  the  fame  fpirit  they 
took  advantage  of  the  alarm  of  England,  during  the  rebcll.ons 
1 715  and  i74'>,  to  obtain  ftridler  laws  ngainll  Komm  catholics. 

♦*  They  were  offen Jed  at  the  privy  cotmciHn  England  ft)r 
prefuming  to  fugged  particgl  »r  i«xes  or  means  of  fupply,  and 
contended,  that,  notwithftanding  Poyning's  law,  it  was  their 
privilege  to  tax  thenifelves.  November  1692.  '  They  rejcflcd 
three  blls  tranfmitted  from  England,  and  gave  it  as  their  Kafon, 
that  they  bad  not  taken  their  rife  i  n  that  houfc. 

,  explicit 
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CHAP,  explicit  declaration  of  the  dependance  of  IrdaiJ 
,  ^^^jj-^  upon  England,  with  an  addrefs  to  the  king  to  i 
^^^TT  every  method  to  maintain  it  ♦'. 
6-7-8,  &c.      i<>  this  idea  of  the  dependance  of  Ireland,  tb 
conduct  of  the  EngliQi    minifters,  in   fuccecdhJ 
reigns,  was  rigidly  conformed.     Uarfh  meafuril 
were  often  adopted,  where  her  interefts  were  f  J 
pefted,  ever   fo  remotely,  to  interfere  with  tkiil 
of  the  parent   (late,   and  fometimes  reftrifUon 
were  impofed  upon  her  manufactures  and  trait 
without  any  certain  advantage   either  to  the  com 
mercial  profit,   or  political  lliength,  of  EogianJ 
Ireland  long   complained  in  vain  of  the  accumj 
lated  oppreflions  which  ihe  endured  under  theBrii 
tifli  yokfc,  till  at  length,  finding  herfelf  in  poffcfJ^ 
fion  of  a  powerful  military  force,  when  the  mothcrl 
country   was   over- matched  by  a  combination  c: 
foreign  enemies  with  her  owndifaffefied  childrec, 
(he  feized  the  favourable  junflure  of  urging  Lt: 
claims  with  an  affurance  of  fuccefs,  and  England 
yielded,  from  neceffity,  what  (he  ought  long  be- 
fore to  have  furrendered  voluntarily,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  and  liberality.     It  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  the   future  profperiiy  of  Great  Britain  an- 
Ireland,  united ,  upon  equal   terms,  will  inculcate 
upon  princes  and  legiflators,  in  ages  to  come,  thi 
important   maxim,  that,  that   policy  is   ever  tic 
mod  beneficial,  which  is  moil  confonant  to  equit), 
and  mofl  extenfively  conducive  to  the  libert)  c: 
thofe  over  whom  it  is  exercifed. 


*'  Chapter  xix. 
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APPENDIX      I. 


IN  order  to  underftand  the  grounds  and  extent  of  C  H  A  B^ 
the  demands  now  made  by  the  prefby terians  in  XViii. 
Scotland,  it  is  neceflary  to  attend  to  the  early  hif- 
torv  and  character  of  the  reformers  there.  The  . 
firu  objeft  which  they  had  in  view,  after  obtaining 
the  countenance  of  government,  was  to  aboliih 
every  remaining  monument  and  veftige  of  popery; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  they  made  application  to  the 
States,  to  difcountenance,  and  inilid  fevere  pu- 
nilhments  upon,  all  idolaters,  or  maintainers  of 
idolatry,  for  fuch  were  the  appellations  they  gave 
to  thofe,  who  pradifed  the  worfliip  and  rites  of  the 
Roman  catholic  religion.  This  objed,  together 
with  the  edabliiliment  of  their  difcipline,  and  the 
appropriation  of  a  certain  part  of  the  parochial 
benefices  for  the  maintenance  of  the  reformed 
preachers  or  minifters,  principally  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  firft  fifteen  general  alTemblies, 
which  met  on  the  twentieth  of  December  one  ihou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fixty,  &c.  &c.  Keith's  Hif* 
tory  of  the  Church  and  State,  p.  498,  &c» 

Conneded  witt^  thefe  points,  another  objed  was 
ibpn  darted,  and  purfued  with  unremitting  ardpur 
through  fucceeding  aiTemblies ;  namely,  the  main- 
taining and  fecuring  to  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  a 
jurifdidioii  feparate  from,  and  independent  on, 

the 
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CHAP,  the  civilauthority.    This  iurifdiflion  they  dcfcribe 
A  Via.    jj^  ^i^g  foHowing  words :  ''  This  power  and  poiicj 
"  ecclefi?iftical  is  different  and  diftin6k  in  its  own 
nature  from  that  power  and  policy  which   is 
called  civil  power,  and  appertaincth  to  the  civil 
**  government,  &c."     Again,  "  This  power  ec- 
**  clefiaftical   floweth  immediately  from  God  and 
*^  the  Mediator  Jefus  Chrift,  and  is  fpiritual,  not 
"  having  a  tempor?!  head  on  the  earth,  but  only 
•'  Chrill,  the  only  fpiritual  king  and  governor  of 
"  his  kirk."     Second  Book  of  Difcipline,  chap.  i. 
Two  caufes  concurred  to  ftimulate  the  prefby- 
terian  clergy  to  the  more  vehement  and  inflexible 
profecutign  of  an  independent  ecclefiaftical  jurtf- 
diftion; 

I .  The  interference   of  the  civil  power^   which 
invalidated  and  cancelled  the  fentences  of  their 
judicatories,    and   fometimes   proteiQed    perfons, 
who  oppofed  the  interefts  of  the  reformation,   and 
contemned  the  authority  of  tbe  church  courts.    A 
diftinft  and  full  view  of  this  branch  of  ecclefiafti* 
cal  prerogative  the  reader,  who  defires  farther  in- 
formation, may  obtain,  by  perufmg  the  following 
papers — A  Rempnfttance  of  the  thirteenth  Gene- 
ral Affembly  anent  the  Commifljon  of  JurifdidUon 
granted  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Andrews;  Keiths 
Hiftory,  p.  566.  '  The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Robert  Mont- 
gomery ;  Spotfwood's  Hiftory,  p,  318,  &c.    An 
Aft  of  Affemhjy  relative  to  the  above  Cafe;  Cal- 
derwood's   Hiftory,  p.    12^,  &c.      The  Declina- 
ture of  the  Ring  and  Council's  judicature  in  Mat- 
ters Spiritual,  by  Mr.  David  Blake,  Minifter  at 
St.  Andrews,  1 8th  November  1 596,'  approved  by 
Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  General  Aflembly, 
^d  tranfmitted  to  Frefbyteries  to  be  fubfcribed  by 
them;  Ibid.  p.  338.      Spotfwood,  p.  4i5>.  426. 
The  Preface  to  Articles  pre&nted  to  th^  King  and 
'■'''■■■'  .  States 
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States  by  the  General  Aflembly  1582.     The  pur-  CHAP. 

pofe  of  which  articles  is  expreffeJ  in  the  follow-  ^^[^J^ 

ing  words:  "  That  the  afts  of  parUameni  con- 

".  cerning  the  liberty  and  jurifdiclionof  the  kirk, 

"  be    fo  plainly   declared  and   enlarged,    that, 

*'  hereafter,  no  other  of  whatfomever  degree,  or 

"  under  whatfoever  pretence,  have  any  colour  to 

"  afcribe  or  take  upon  them  any  part  thereof, 

"  either  in  placing  or  difplacing,  or  of  hindering, 

"  flaying,    or  dilannulling   the   cenfures  of  the 

"  kirk/*     See,  particularly,  the  i ft  Article;  Cal- 

derwood,  p.    134.  and  the  Remondrance  about 

the  Popifli  Lords,  ibid.  142.  301.     Patrick  Adanx- 

fon's  Anfwer  and  Refutation,  p%  263.     Anfwer  to 

the  General  Affembly  at  Perth,  February  1596, 

particularly  Anfwer  to  Queftion  a.     Ibid.  p.  385, 

jand  to  Queftion  23.  p.  385. 

By  attending  to  the  above  papers  the  reader  will 
perceive,  that  a  jealoufy  or  preft)ytery  haunted 
the  breaft  of  James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland.  He 
bitterly  complaijied  of  the  infqlence  of  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  kirk,  and  when  they  waited  upon  him 
to  know  the  caufe  of  his  majefty's  difpleafure 
againft  them,  he  plainly  told  them,  *'  That  there 
.5*  could  be  no  agreement  between  them,  fo  long 
"  as  the  marches  of  the  two  jurifdiSions  were  not 
"  diftinguiflied ;  that  they  did  convocate  general 
f'  affemblies  without  his  licence,  conclude  what 
M  they  thought  good,  not  oncedefiring  his  allow- 
**  ance  and  approbation ;  and  in  their  fynods, 
"  preiby terles,  and  feffions,  did  meddle  with  every 
.**  thing  upon  pretence  of  fcandal.  *  See  Afts  of 
Parliament  prefented  to  the  General  Aflembly  at 
Dundee,  April  1693;  Calderwood,  p.  2.85.  Spotf- 
wood,  p.  4'9- 

2.  As  the  firil  reformers,  Knox  and  Melvine, 
Ibunded  the  conftitution  of  the  proteftant  church 

in 
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C  H  A  P.  in  Scotland  upon  the  model  of  that  of  Geneva, 
XVIll.  ^ijgy  thought  it  of  the  greateft  importance  to  ex- 
^,'/"'  elude  *  all  connexion  or  aflbciation  with  the  dvii 
.  power  ;  and  as  they  would  not  admit  of  its  inter- 
ference in  their  ecclefiallical  judicatories,  thej 
were  no  lefs  anxious  to  debar  their  own  memben 
from  any  participation  of  fecular  authority,  Icftii 
ihould  feduce  them  into  an  approbation  of  an  ec 
clefiadical  fubordination,  which  was  the  fonJ 
defire  of  James.  Aware,  that  fuch  connexion* 
between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  judicatories  was 
really  the  moil  likely  means  to  overturn  prefbytc- 
rian  parity,  and  to  render  the  clergy  obfequious  to 
the  court,  J^imes  laboured  with  perfevering  dili* 
gence  to  introduce  a  reprefentation  of  them  into 
the  States.  By  profeflions  of  reconciliation  to  tbt 
kirk,  concef&ons,  and  great  addrefs  in  packing  2 
commiflion,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  he  obtained  its  confent  to  an  act 
of  parliament,  *^  that  fuch  paftors  and  miniften 
•*  as  his  majefty  fihould  provide  to  the  place,  dig- 
**  nity,  and  title  of  a  bifhop,  or  other  prelate,  a: 
*'  any  time,  (hould  have  voice  in  parliamept,  ai 
^'  freely  as  any  ecclefiaftical  prelate  had  in  times 
^*  pad. '  Spotfwood,  p.  448.  But  the  refoluti- 
onsof  that  commiilion  were  underftood  to  be  fub- 
verfive  of  prefbytery,  and  accordingly  the  cftab- 
lifhment  of  epifcopacy  foon  followed.  Depen- 
dence upon  the  civil  legiflature,  in  matters  eccle- 
fiadical,  was  difclaimed  ;  and  the.  privilege  of  i 
feparate  jurifdiftion  was  conftantly  infixed  opoa, 
by  all  who  profefled  to  adhere  to  prefbytery,  ac- 
cording to  is  original  and  pure  inftitution. 

With  refpe£t   to  the  other  conceffion  made  by 

lord  Melvill,  namely,' the  abolifhing  the  right  oV 

patrons  to  prefent  to  vacant  pariflies,  it  may  be 

obferved,  that  it  was  not  any  effentisd  or  funda- 

-  mental  part  of  the  conltitution  and  govsmmcm  of 

ibe 
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the  prefbyterian  church  in  Scotland.     Prefentati-  CHAP, 
ons  were  coeval  with  the  legal  eftabliihment  of  i^^''*' 
prefbytery.     Thus,  by  an  a£t  of  the  Scottiih  par-     p"]*' 
liament,  December,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  w 
and  fixty-feven,  it  was  ordained,  **  that  the  ex- 
^'  amination  and  admiflion  of  minifters  be  only  in 
"  the  power  of  the  kirk,  without  prejudice  to  the 
^ypatronsj  who  muft  prefent   a  qualified  perfon 
*'  within  fix  months  after  they  have  knowledge 
**  of  the  vacancy/*  &c.     And  again,  by  the  act 
of  parliament,  fifth  June  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  which  contains  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  prefbyterian  difcipline  and  governtnent, 
it  is  ordained,  **  That  all  prefentations  to  bene- 
"  fices  be  direftcd  to  the  particular  prefbyteries, 
"  with  full  power  to  give  collation  thereupon, 
"  according  to  the  difcipline  of  the  kirk  :  frovid- 
**  ing  theforefaid  be  hund  and  oJiriRed  to  receive 
"  and  admit  whatforhever  qualified  minijier  be  pre- 
"  fentedby  bis  mojefty  or  laick  patrons  J* 

The  order  and   progrefs  of  the  meafures  pur- 
fued  by  the   convention,  relative  to  ecclefiailical 
affairs,  afford  indifputable  evidence,  that  they  did 
not  confider  the   abolition   of  patronage   to  be 
founded  upon  the  fame  grounds  with  thofe  other 
claims,  which  they  annexed  to  the  twcnty-firft  ar- 
ticle, in  the   enumeration  of  their  rights.     They 
abrogated  the  affertory  aft,  or  the  ad  of  fupre- 
macy,  paffed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixtynine,  as  iuconfillent  with  the  eftablifli* 
mentof  the  church  government  they  defired  j  they 
abolifhed  prelacy ;  they  reftored  the  prefbyterian 
clergy,  who  had  been  thruft  out  of  their  livings 
after  the  reftoration.     So  far  the  path  was  open  and 
fmooth,  and  they   advanced   with  expedition  and 
affurance  ;  but,  when  they  proceeded  to  fettle  the 
prefbyterian  church  government,  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  the  aft  one  thoufand   five  hundred  and 

ninety- 
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^  vv^if"  '^^^c^y-two,  and  to  ratify  arui  revive  the  fame  in  aii 
the  heads  thereof,  they  paufed  and  hefitated  with 
refpeft  to  that  claufc,  which  fecured  the  right  of 
^  patronage,  and  refer ved  it  for  future  confideration. 
They  were  aware,  that  this  itatute,  which  was  to 
be  the  rule  of  their  proceedings,  contravened  their 
own  opinion  and  the  popular  defire.. 

But,  though  prefentatio&s  were  thus  interwovea 
with  the  legal  eftabliihoient  of  preibytery,  it  does 
not  appear  that  they  were  agreeable  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  preibyterian  clergy,  or  that  they  woQld 
have  preferred  this  mode  of  leuliag  vacant  pariibcs, 
if  it  had  been  left  to  their  choice*     Early  after  the 
reformation,  they  expreOfed  an  earned  defire  to 
ad)olc(k  this  branch  ot  the  right  of  patrons,  and  to 
veft  the  election  of  minifters  in  the  pariibes^  or 
preibyteries.     See  Firft  Book  of  Difcipline,  ch^ 
A.     General  Affembly,  156).    Second  Book  of 
Difcipline,    chap.     »2.     Preientations,    however, 
being  a  matter  of  civil  right  or  property,  could 
not  be  taken  away,  without  confent  of  the  States. 
Unable  to  obtain   this,  future  general  aflemblies 
exerted  their  endeavours  to  prevent  the  abufe  of 
prefentations,  to  circumfcribe  the  power  of  patrons, 
and  to   fecure  the  qualifications  of  prefentees. 
Adhering  to  the  fame  fentiments,  the  church  of 
Scotland  availed  itfelf  of  the  deprefled  fituation  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  forty -two,  to  obtain  his  confem  to 
confine  the  candidates  for  vacant  pari(hes«  to  a 
leet ;  that  is,  to. a  lift,  of  fix,  to  be  fent  him  by 
the  preftjytery  of  the  bounds.     And  they  after- 
wards propofed  that  their  leet  (hould  be  confined 
to  three.     After  the  death  of  Charles,  the  ftates  of 
Scotland  paifed  an  ad,  on  the  ninth  of  March  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-nine,  aboliOung 
the  patronage  of  kirks. 

As 
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As  prefent  ations  were  abplilbed  at  that  period,  C  HAP. 
when  prefbytery  was  confidcred  to  have  attained  its  J^viii. 
purity,  and  revived,  after  the  refl oration,  toge-     ^'x." 
ther  \irith  the  eftablifhment  of  epifcopacy,  the  ori-  ^ 
ginal  prejudices  of  the  people  in  Scotland  againft 
them  were  corroborated,  by  aifociating  them  in 
idea  with  a  form  of  religion  which  was  unpopular, 
and  by  invading  that  freedom  of  choice  which 
they  had  long  exercifed.     it  is  alfo  natural  to  con- 
clude, that  the  prelbyterian  clergy,  who,  during 
the  late  reigns,  had  fubfifted  by  the  bounty  of  the 
people,  would  be  partial  in  aflerting  and  contend- 
ing for  what  they  believed  to  be  the  rights  of  their 
bi^pefaftors^ 

After  th^  abolition  of  prefentaiions,  the  right 
pf  ele^ing  minifters  for  fupplying  vacancies  was 
placed  in  the  heritors ;  that  is,  proprietors  of  land, 
and  jn  the  elders,  or  kirk  feffion  of  the  pariOi, 
lliis  plan  of  fettling  minifters  continued  ull  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eleven,  when, 
by  aft  of  parliament,  the  right  of  patrons  was 
again  reftored.  Though,  from  this  period  down 
to  the  prefent  day,  prefentations,  together  with 
collation  by  the  prelbyteries,  have  been  the  only 
legal  method  of  conferring  a  right  to  benefices, 
the  eccleiiaftical  laws,  which  were  adapted  to  the 
aft  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety,  remain 
unrepealed ;  and  this  jarring,  between  the  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  legiflature,  has  given  occafion  to 
divifions  injurious  to  the  prefbyterian  eftablifh- 
ment in  Scotland.  While  the  people  are  mifled, 
by  the  forms  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  to  believe, 
that  a  call,  that  is,  the  confent  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  people,  or  at  leaft  a  majority  of  the  heritors 
and  elders,  is  neceftary  to  complete  the  right  of 
the  prefenteej  fo,    when  that  is  wanting,  they 

think 
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CHAP,  think  themfelTes  warranted  to  obie£l  to  bis  beine 

'V\T  III 

Aviii.  collated,  or  ordained  by  the  prelbytery;  and  ac- 
cordingly, as  the  prefbyteries  happen  to  approve 
or  repel  this  objedion,  the  caufe  is  carried,  by 
appeal  of  the  patron,  or  of  the  parifh,  to  the 
general  aflembly,  the  fupreme  judicatory,  whofe 
fentence  is  final  in  all  ecclefiaftical  caufes.  But, 
in  this  judicatory,  a  diverfity  of  fentiment  often 
obtains  among  the  members,  who  are  equally  enti- 
tled to  credit  for  the  purity  of  their  motives ; 
fome  contending,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  laws  ought 
to  be  the  rule  of  their  decifion,  while  others  are 
convinced,  that  not  only  necef&ty,  but  utility, 
requires  obedience  to  the'iftatute. 

It  were  earneftly  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  laws  were  moulded  into  fuch  confor- 
mity with  each  other,  as  to  free  the  fentences  of 
the  church  courts  from  every  handle  of  cenfure, 
which  is  not  only  hurtful  to  their  reputation,  but 
painful  to  individuals,  who  abhor  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  deviation  from  candour  and  juf- 
tice,  either  in  their  private  or  public  conduct. 
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APPENDIX      ir. 


ACbmrnillion  was  granted  on  the  twentieth  of  C  H  A  P. 
June,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-    XVJU. 
three,  appointing  certain  perfons  to  make  inquiry  ^'*'***' 
concerning  the  Daughter  of  Glenco,  by  whom  and  y 
by  what  authority  it  was   committed,  and  with 
full  powers  to  examine  witnelTes,  and  to  tranfmit 
the  true  (late  of  the  matter  to  the  king,  that  he 
might  give  proper  direftions  for  fatisfying   the 
nation. 

From  the  proceedings  of  this  commiffion,  and 
the  fubfequent  refolutions  of  parliament,  in  May 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five,  we  are 
enabled  to  penetrate  into  the  caufes  of  a  meafure 
fo  reproachful  to  the  government  of  William,  ;and 
fo  inconfiftent  with  the  ordinary  tenor  of  liis  difpo- 
fition  and  condudl.  We  evidently  perceive  a  feries 
of  malignant  events,  confpiring  to  the  accompliih- 
inent  of  an  atrocious  action,  which  could  not  have 
happened,  if  any  one  of  them  had  been  wanting ; 
and  unlefs  an  uncommon  cordiality  in  cruelty  had 
united  the  advifers,  abettors,  and  executioners,  of 
it. 

Private  pique  and  refentment,  arifing  from  an 
ancient  and  hereditary  feud,  induced  lord  Breadal- 
bane  to  give  the  moft  exaggerated  account  of  Glen- 
co's  difloyalty,  and  of  the  effects  of  which  it  might 

be 
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CHAT,  be  produftive.     He  was  reprefented  as  ihefole 
XVIII.  cauleof  fruftrating  his  majefty's  plan  of  reconcii- 
d'x''"  ^^S  ^^^  Highland  clans  to  his  government ;  and  ls 
v^^ry^  rel'erving  himfelf  for  fome   future  opportunitv  ct 
rebellion.     Thefe  views  were  feconded  by  fir  John 
Dalryniple   of  Stair,   fecretary  of  ftate.       Wkcn 
the  king  was  advifed  to  offer,  by  proclamation,  aa 
indemnity  to  the  Highland  rebels,  who  fubmitred 
by  taking  the  oaths,  and  threatening  the  moft  ie- 
vere  vengeance  againft   fuch  as  did  not,  fir  John 
Dalrymple  anticipates  the  difobedience  of  Glenco, 
and  projefiks  his  deftrudion.     "  Since  the  govern- 
**  ment  cannot  oblige  them,  it  will  be  obliged  to 
**  ruin  fome  of  them,  to  weaken  and  frighten  the 
««  reft;'"   and  he  adds,   «  ITiat    Macdonald  of 
**  Glcnco  will  fall  in  the  net."     Letters  of  fecre- 
tary Stair  to  colonel  Hamilton,  ift  and  jd  Decem- 
ber 1691  ;  State  Papers,   11  W.  vol.  iii.  p.  603. 
A  concert  feems  to  have  been  formed  amoog 
his  majefty's  minifters  in  Scotland,  to  fupprefs  the 
evidence  of  Gienco's  having  taken  the  oaths  10 
government.     The  privy  council  refufed  to  admit 
the  certificate  of  fir  Colin  Campbell  of  Ardkinlas, 
(heriff*deputy  of  Argile,  bearing  that  Glenco  had 
taken  the  oaths.     Individuals,  who  were  members 
'  of  the  privy  council,  when  applied  to  by   Colin 
Campbell,  the  iheriflF  clerk,  to  receive  the  certifi- 
cate, anfwered,   that  they  could  not  receive   it 
without  a   warrant  from  the  king ;  and   that  it 
would  neither  befafe  for  Ardkinlas,  nor  profitable 
for  Gienco,  to  give  it  in  to  (he  c!erk  of  the  council. 
His  words,  upon  evidence,  are,  "  That  lord  Abe- 
♦*  ruchil,  one  of  the  privy  coanfelbrs  to  whom  he 
*^  applied,  faidhehadfpoketofeveral  privy  coun- 
^^  fellors,  and  particularly  to  the  lord  Stair,  and 
^*  thatitwas  his  opinion,  that  the  forefaid  certift- 
*•  cate   could  not  be  received  without  a  warrant 

"  from 
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'*  from  the  king.'*     Aberuchil  confirms  his  evi-  CHAP, 
dence,  but  does  not  name^  lord  Stair.     After  the  a^    ' . 
news    of  Glenco's  delinquency^    before  any  in-     nir."' 
ftruftions  were  received  from  hismajefty.  Stair 
writes    two  letters  to  fir  John  Livingfton,  com- 
mander of  the  troops  in  Scotland,  in  which  he 
exprefles   the   utmoft  fatisfadion  at  that  event, 
and   endeavours  to  prepare  fir  Thomas  for  the 
moft  cruel  ordeis,  undertaking  that  his  commif- 
fion  ihall  contain  fufficient  authority.     **  I  afTure 
^^  you,  your  power  (hall  be  full  enough,  and  I 
^*  hope  the  foldiers  will  not  trouble  the  govern- 
•*  ment  with  prifoners."     Stair's  Letter,  feventb 
January  one   thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
two.  *  In  his  letters,  fent  with  the  firfl  inftruc- 
tions  to  fir  Thomas,  he  exprefles  perfonal  refent- 
ment   againft  Glenco.     He  fpeaks  as  if  it  was 
his  own  caufe,  and  enlarges  upon  the  inftruc- 
tions   given  to  the  comman<|er.     ^'  I  have  no 
"  great  kindnefs  to  Kippoch  nor  Glenco.    Argyle 
'*  tells  me  that  Glenco  has  not  taken  the  oaths  ; 
*'  at  which  I  am  glad.     It  is  a  great  work  of 
**  charity   to  root  out  that  damnable  fed;  the 
"  worft  of  all  the  Highlanders."     Letter  eleventh 
January.     He  afterwards  writes  on  the  fixteenth  : 
•*  The  king  does  not  incline  to  receive  any  after 
"  the  diet,  but  upon  mercy."     And  adds,    "  I 
"  entreat  that  the  thieving  tribe  of  Glenco  may 
'*  be  rooted  out  to  purpofe-"    He  not  only  urges 
fir  Thomas  Livingfton  to  the  moft  rigid  execution 
of  the  king's  orders,  but,    what  is  particularly 
remarkable,  knowing  that  thefe  orders  would  be 
committed  by   Livingfton   to   colonel   Hill,    he 
writes  alfo  to  the  latter,  giving  fuch  diredions  as 
might  render  the  execution  of  them  more  fatal 
and  efiedual.     "  When   the  thing  concerning 
••  Glenco  is  refolved,  let  it  be  fecret  and  fudden, 

R  r  "  otherwayg 


cil^i."  hiViirMfitht  tnto^Ufhift^bii;  ihd  better 
^ym.  «i  not  fheddle  with  thcmi  thlii  nm  db  it  to  pur- 
''"''    *^  pbfc.'*     Letter  thirtieth  Jinttiry. 

Sir  TWhids  LivlH|ftoii  ciligte  rile  bloody  fpiri: 
df  Stair ;  ind  in  i  iettct  tb  ebloiiel  HadiiltoD, 
^hb  ifras  to  ckfefctitis  thfe  blifiilfcft,  he  repeats  ail 
his  exprcflibiis  j  atid  obferVfei  to  the  cobnd, 
^*  thdit  He  ^ii\  have  in  o|>F(brtttttity  of  Ikewinv 
^*  thit  his  garriTbh  TerVed  fbt  feme  puifkxfe.'* 
See  L)etter  frbm  fir  Thdmai  Ltvingdoti  to  tohmd 
flathilteh,  i\  tfeb/i6^ij  Stftte  Papers,  T.  W. 
vol.  iji.  p.  608. 

Wften  We  oHetVc  fuch  a  cotttbin&tioh  of  ma- 
lic^;  fuch  i^emeditafed  iwi  petfeveting  Wdence, 
iil  thofb  iirho  ad?ir6d  at^d  ferV^d  the  king,  we 
iiieed  Hoi  havfe  recburre  tb  the  A^opbfitlbii  of  aay 
mheren^  d^uelty  in  his  diipofititm  Ito  Account  for 
the  rniad^cVe  U^  Gfehco.  He  inuft  hsive  been,  to 
jan  trhcommonji'Sjf^ee,  fufpicious  lAid  waty,  if  he 
had  avoided  the  fnare.  After  atl^  it  h  not  in- 
tended to  remove  all  bhnieifrdm  hfe  condtidin 
tbiis  affair.  He  w^  guilty  of  ihdolence  dnd  taiie- 
leflhefs,  in  confentihg  to  inftrildidn^  fo  faorrld 
and  barb^rotis ;  ih  not  enquiring  into,  the  cir- 
cumftarttes  of  thij  event  immedialtely  after  it 
happeiied,  atid  ih  riot  feffiiain^g  pumflnbettt  upon 
tlie  perforis^  to  whoiA  'thfe  glajlt  >iiras  a(>pifed  by 
the  tofm^iffibhers.  Thfe  maflartt  df  tSteirco, 
if  hot  ^  cVihie  in  XiV^FliaVn,  '^afe  cdtfiitAyxtht'ci 
the  'greateft  misforttfnfes  bf  Ms  WJgttw  iTie 
'c!ortiniiffidnets  fbtfnd  thfat  there  iai^  rtothifig  in 
the  king's  mftrb\aidn^  tb  w^rr^iWt  the  commhtiBg 
bf  the  fl^iighter,  sfnd  for  fefe  the  mi^irier  of  h; 
iihd  'rlKat  fecfetafy  Stair's  letfer^  tv^rte-  tto  viTc 
ivarratited  by,  btrt  quife  'eWceded  the  king's 
JiTftfdAldns.  St'atfe  Papers,  1.  #.  Jo^  S^e 
nffb  De  toe's  ifHtbry,  p.  j^o.  CiflftiW^haiih's 
Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  1 2*4. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XIX. 


Circumftunces  unfavourahh  to  the  Infiuena  ani  Tranquiliity 
of  friUiom  aftit  tbt  Peaa  of  kffwiek.^'^His  Jnxiety 
'  to  prevemt  the  Ridu^ion  of  the  Arvny.^  •  ^Jrgupifntt  Qgainfl 
a  ftanfUng  Army''''JrgumentsJbrit.'''*ReaJonsfojrihe 
King*s  Rilu^ance  to  the  Dijianding  of  the  Army. — 
Meeting  of  Parliament. — Refolutions  of  the  Commons  to 
^Jbanithe  Army. — Various  Pretexts  of  the  King  for  not 
com^ying  with  it. — The  Civil  Lijl  augmented— Kef  oh* 
tions  with  reffe£i  to  the  public  Delfts.-^EjlabliJhment  of 
a  n€W  Eafl  Indiadmpany*—' Motion  for  appropriating 
the  Irijh  Forfeitures  to  the  public  Service-  defeated, — 
Attack  upon  Mr*  zMontagug. — The  Dependence  of  Ire* 
land  on  England  ajferted. — Diffolution^'and  Chura^er 
of  the  third  Parliament  of  Pfulliam. — Partial  Change 
in  Adminiftration.—The  Earl  of  Portland  fent  Ambaf 
fador  to  France* — The  Whigs  prevail  in  the  EUSlions, — 

The  f^vrA  Parliament  meets The  Army  farther  re* 

dufed.''^The  Navy  augmented. — Partial  Change  of  Mi- 
niflry  in  favour  of  the  Tories.''**Sec4md  Sejfan  of  the 
fourth  Parliament,*' -Meafures  of  Oppofition  direffdd 
againfi  the  fVb\g  MinljUrs — and  perfonally  againjl  the 
King, — RiduSlion  of  the  Navy, — Revocation  of  the 
Royal  Grant  in  Ireland, ^*S ever e  Ait  againfi  Roman  Ca- 
tholics.^^-R^fleifiom. — Addrefs  and  Injinuations  of  the 
Tories  for  prevailing  with  the  King  to  bring  them  intj 
Power. "^Lord  Somers  removed  from  Adminijlration.*-^ 
R  r  2  Events 
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Events  contributing  to  a  ccmpUti  Orange  of  Minifirj.— 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Glouce^er. — f^be  Importana  if 
extending  the  Prote/iant  Succejjton. — The  State  of  for ei^^ 
Poliiicu — Death  of  the  King  of  Spain. — Dijfolutian  tf 
tite fourth  Parliament, 


CHAP.  npHE peace  of  Ryfwick  clafcd  the  military  '-- 
.  XIX.       J[     bours  of  William,  and  confirmed  hib  ^ 
*"^7^^  ^o  the  crown   of  England,  but  it  did  not  pr-- 
Circum-    ^ott  his  tranquillity  and  influence  at  home.     A 
ftanccs      contradiftion  to  his  favourite   meafures,  intuit  to 
nafavour-  his   afFeftions,  the  fafltion^  jealoufy  and   ingrati- 
ihe  iofla-   ^"^^  ^^  ^^^  fubjefts,  filled  the  remaining  years  of 
ence  and    his  life  \f  ith  anxiety  and  brtternefs.     A  war,  po- 
tranquil-    pular  at  its  commencement,  had  united  the  ip- 
w  1°^       probation  and  fervices  of  every  party,  and,  durinj; 
after  The    ^^^  continuance,  fufpended  and  moderated  animo- 
yeacc  of    fitics.     ITie  return  of  peace  gave  new  fcope  to  the 
Kyfwiclc.   profecution  of  private  iuterefts  and  refentments, 
difturbed  the  harmony,  and  weakened  the  energy, 
of  domeftic  governmentr     7  he  frequent  chai>;:;e> 
in  adminiftration,  fince  the  acceffion  of  WilliaiE, 
indicated  his  indifference  or  impartiality  wiih  re- 
fpeft  to  the  two  moft  powerful  parties,  and  difap- 
pointed  him  of  the  cordial  and  fteady  fupport  o: 
cither.     The  ftore  of  royal  favours,  a  powcrtul 
atiraLtive  of  homage  and  fupport  to  the  crovrn, 
was  impaired    by  a   peace  eftablilhment.      The 
whigs,    who,    independently   on  any   motive  c\ 
perlbnal  attachment,  were  the  moft  fincere  frien::^ 
TO  x\\^  revolution,  and  fupported  the  authority  c: 
William  as  it  was  connefted  with  that  event,  hs^ 
loft  much  of  their  reputation  by  the  apparent  in- 
coni'uiieacy    and    fdfiflniefs  of    their   condi:cV. 

'2'  li^* 
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The  tories,  though  they  maintained  more  courtly  C  H  A  I*, 
principles  than  the  whigs,  had  not  fcrupled,  while  _. v^-^ 
in    oppofition,  to  make  violent  attacks  upon  the    i5(^y. 
prerogative,  and,  beftdes,  were  fo  much  mixed  ^ 
veith  the  friends  of  St.  Germains  and  of  the  prin- 
oefs  Anne,  that  the  king  could  not  rely  with  con- . 
iidence  upon   their  fupport.      The   republicans, 
>vho  had  coalefced  with  the  whigs  at  the  revolu- 
tion,  now  began  to  refume  the  name  and  con£e- 
cjuence,  of  an  independent  party.     Many  books 
in  defence  of  their  principles  were  now  publiflied, 
and,  by  the  applaufe  with  which  they  were  re- 
ceived, it  appeared  that  their  fevourcrs  were  nei» 
ther  few  nor  inconfiderable  *.     From  this  party, 
a   ftrong  reinforcement    might  be   expeded   in 
every  queftion   and  refolution,    framed  for  de- 
grading the  dignity,  or  contracting  the  preroga- 
tives, of  the   crown.     The  tumults  and  difcon- 
tents  of  the  Scots  were  a  fource  of  continual  vex- 
ation to  the  king,  and  the  meafures,  which  he 
employed  to  allay  thern*  were  turned  into  com- 
plaints againfl:  hb  government  by  his  enemies  in 
England.      That  jealoufy  of  the   Dutch,  which 
began  at  an  early  period  in  this  reign,  reftrained 
during    the    war  by  the  affociated   interefts   of 
England  and  Holland,  now  broke  forth  with  the 
utmoft  violence,  trampled   upon  all  the  laws  of 
decorum  and  gratitude,  and  gave  a  deep  wound 
to  the   fenfibility   of  the  king^     At   th^  fame 
time,  the  rivalfhip  and  animofity  of  thofe,  who 
had  been  the  earlieft  objefts   of  his  confidence, 

*  Harrington's  Oceana,  Milton's  Andmonarchlc;^!  Treaiirvrii 
Ludlow's  Leiicrs,  Sydney  on  Government,  were  lladicd  wirii 
great  avidity  at  this  time,  And  were  ioppofed  10  m.ike  a  dec;* 
iroprefljon  in  bcha!t  of  the  principles  which  they  inculcated. 

^  Sec  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  The  Dear  Bargain.  Somers* 
Collt.>5lion,  \oI.  xi.  p.  228. 

difappointed 
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CHAP.^Happoittted  hiitt  bf  that  Tym^athy  and  united 
^J™;^  fuppott,  which  m%ht  have  fooAed  nim  tinder  the 
jl^y^  indignities  which  he  daily  received,  thm  tbc 
violence  of  fa6Hoh,  a  drfttuft  of  every  party, 
and  the  feebfe  aifid  ftaggeritig  influence  of  tbe 
coutt,  confttalhed  him  to  purftre,  in  a  clandeftiae 
way>  thofe  iheiifutes,  whkh  the  intereft  of  jEtTj^- 
land^  and  the  independence  of  Etrrope,  required; 
and  the  "deteftion  of  them  furnSfiied  his  dirc<>ti- 
tented  fubje^s  with  new  tttat^ials  for  cenfure  apA 
oppofition.  Thefe  obfervatiohs  wiil  be  ilhiftrated 
by  the  events  tod  ttahfaftions  of  the  remaining 
period  of  tSiis  teigh. 

HavinfT  fefttied  the  affitii^trf  the  States  after  the 

peace,  WiHiarft  rettimed  to  England  on  the  f6ar- 

te^nth  of  November.     He  wis  received  hj  the 

rity  of  London  with  pcmipous  eirpreffions  m  ccni- 

gratulatio^,  aiad  the  g^srtitude  of  the  nation  wais 

teftified  by  addreffcs  from  evety  corporation  and 

count)'.     As  the  people  in  general  rejoiced  in  the 

profpefk  of  a  ceffation  frotn  ifhdfe  heavy  burdens, 

^    which   h^  been^accnmulating  fmce  the  cbft>. 

itienc^rafent  ef  the  ^kr,  To  thfey  Vere  morefoiHci- 

rous  to  enjoy  tlie  immediate  fruits  of  the  peace, 

than  to  render  it  produftive  of  durable  aadfub- 

/^nxiety   ftantitfl  advahtages.     The  Tedudibn  of  the  army 

of  -lie      ^as  OniverlaHy  expefted  as  the  certain  and  happry 

^leven^     conleqUer><!e  of  that  event ;  *b(3t,  unfortunately, 

the  re.     ^2ks  cOnfidered  by  the  king  as  equally  fatal  to  his 

.duaion  of^auchorityy  and  to  thcfecurity  of  England  and  the 

fhearmy.  States.     Awfere  cf  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 

he  difcovered  an  anxiecy,  impolitic  and  prema- 

'ture,  to  reconcile  them  to  his  private  opinion  and 

wifhes.     A  pamphlet,  fetti^g  forth  the  dangers 

which  would  follow  from  dilbanding  the  army, 

^as  traced  to  the  infpiratibn  of  the  court,  and 

only 
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oidjtervfid  to  ipreasui  »»4  to  confian  tji^^oppofite  « ^  A  ?. 
ofinian  *.     . 

'  The  aaticjjpadap  of  a  que^ioa  of  fuch  m<^gi^- 
tude,  and  which  .c.Qj^'itut^opally  dep^ude^  .upoji 
.the  yoifi  of  .|>9x)i9tmextf )  awakeije^  R^P^^*:?f  jfi^-  ' 
loufy,  and  difcover^d  tl^e  fppt  ia  w^iich  tl\p  court 
.was  Vu^nerabli.  Whig?  ?ind  tor^e&,  however 
inuch  at  variance  iB  their  pqj^j^cal  f(^tip^^ 
had  uoked  upon  thi$  iippo^tant  point,  axi^^d 
pubiiihed  to  the  WQr]4  (thd^  decided  p^^pteft 
againft  a  jEtaading  ar,roy.  The  farmer,  in  the 
reign  of  Gbarles  the  Si^cond,  cpnten^e^d  lor  the 
di&4^io&  of  th^  Ufpt  ^Mard;s,  a^s  efleod^  to  th? 
.  ia£ety  .of .  the:  cpn^itution  and  liberties  of  Eijig- 
land ;  the  JatJtex  ha4  ineritorio\i(Iy  fv^pporte^  the 
.milkia.ia  oppofition  to  kii;ig  J^^mos,  who,  after 
-the  fupprefliQift  of  Mo«piouth>  rebellion,  ^wanted 
to  eftahUfli  a  standing  army,  as  ^he  fitted  indr^u- 
xnent  far  accompUlhiAg  ^  arb;trax:y  ;neafures  *. 
A  ftandlng  army  u:as  fo  wisU  undjsrftood  tp  be  the 
darling  objeft  of  every  ambitious  pri^qe,  and  ib 
zejuignant  .to  ,the  liberties  of  the  people,  that  it 
ihad  been  foUmnly  and  exprefsly  guarded  aga^id 
byihe.bill  of  Hgh^s,  .except  with  the  confentof 
parHament.  The  feleft  arguments  upon  this  Tub - 
je^i,  which  were  dilated  and  placed  iqi  a  variety 

of  lights  in  the  debates  and  publications  of  the 
iioies,  pi3.y  ,^)e  ^cjqn^preffed  within  a  narrow  com- 
fiafs.. 

.;^  It  was  Jliled,  J^  Loiter  balincinjg  the  Ncccflity  of  keep- 
ii)g  a  LjaLod  -f  Dice. in  ij.nie  of  .P.cacc,  &c.  and  afcrrbcd  to  lord 
^'^crs.  '  

Very  ablcpnniphlets  were  puhliHicd  on  ^heoiher  fide,  pariicu- 

|/ir|y  one  by  Mr.  Trcnchurd,  .entitled,    An  Arffumenr,  flxjw'ingt 

.iM  a  .ft angling  Arniy  Is  ioconiM'int  v^iih  a  free  Government, 

^nd   abfolatcly  delU^i'^jve  jo  ili.c  ConiUtupoa  ,of  the  Jiln^luh 

|vIonarchy. 

J  Ralph,  Tol.  iJ.  p.  766, 

The 
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^  Y  Y  ^'  The  expence  of  maintaining  an  army,  the  dif- 
^^^™^^  orders  and  oppreffion  which  attended  the  refidenoe 
1697.  ^f  military  men,  the  increafmg  power  of  the 
Argifc-  crown,  arifmg  from  the  difpofal  of  fo  many  com- 
ments millions,  were  confiderations  no  lefe  obvious  than 
ft^din  worthy  of  patriotic  attention, 
^rmy.  No  h&,  feemed  to  be  better  eftablifhed  by  the 

current  teftimony  of  hiftory,  than  the  inconfiilen- 
cy  of  a  (landing  army  with  a  ^free  conilitution. 
When  the  extenfion  of  the  Roman  empire  ren- 
dered it  neceffary  to  prolong  the  military  fervices 
•  of  the  citizens,  until  at  length  the  army  became 
a  feparate  and  diilind  body  from  the  civil  members 
of  the  flate,  it  was  employed  as  an  inftrument, 
in  the  hands  of  afpiring  individuals,  to  fubdue 
che  liberties  of  their  country.  The  freedom, 
which  was  eftabliflied  in  the  different  dates  of 
Europe,  after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  had 
expired,  when  the  military  became  independent 
on  the  civil  authority  **.  The  recent  and  do- 
meftic  examples  of  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell, 
and  of  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  by  Monk, 
were  peculiar  warnings  to  England,  that  neither 
the  regulations   of  government,    nor   the  fenti* 

^  It  m^y  be  aflTcrted,  that  this  argument  is  happily  coofoted 
by  our  own  experience.  The  army  of  Britain  ha^  been  graJu* 
afly  increafmg  for  more  than  a  century,  and  yet  no  injury  10  li- 
berty has  arifcn  from  it,  nor  inJccd  I5  any  danger  apprcheddtd. 
This  very  circumftance  may  be  fpoci'ied  among  ihe  yKa'o^ 
cffcds  of  the  revolution  ;  it  l...'S  produce«1  a  remarkable  a.nd 
happy  change  on  the  chara(5ler  of  mihtary  men.  It  not  only 
introiijced  immediate  improvements  into  our  confticuiion,  but 
planted  the  feeds  i>f  expanding  freedom ;  the  liberal  femiments, 
winch  are  the  fruits  of  thefe  feeds,  have  now  pervaded  crerv 
rank  and  order  of  fociety.  The  idea  of  a  fcparation,  or  an 
interference  of  intercds,  between  the  civil  and  mil«i.»ry  pro- 
feffions,  is  no^v  cxtinguifhed.  Among  the  latter  wc  6nd  the 
mod  correct  views  of  our  conditutioo^  and  tlie  mod  ardent  en* 
thuliarm  for  the  prefervation  of  it. 

ments 
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ments  and  habits  of  the  people,  could  prove  any  CHAP, 
defence  agaiuffi  the  ambition  of  individuals,  aided    ^^^* 
by  the  obedience  and  affedlionsof  well-difciplined  ^Tgot^ 
troops. 

To  what  particular  caufe  are  we  to  aflign  the  * 

pre-eminence  of  Eni^land,  and  its  prefervation  of 
a  free  conftitution,  while  nations,  formerly  in  the 
far. 2  political  fituation,  were  bound  by  the  fetters 
of  defpotifm  ?  To  its  i  ifular  fituation,  evidently, 
which  fuperfeded  that  augmentation  pr  uninter- 
rupted eftabliftiment  of  ijiilitary  force,  neceffary 
to  protect  continental  nations  from  the  invafion  of 
contiguous  enemies,  or  which  invited  them,  in 
their  tqrn,  to  an  immediate  and  convenient  ex- 
tenfion  of  territory.  Thefe  local  advantages  of 
England  ftill  fubfifted,  and  were  held  forth  as  a 
fufficient  argument  for  oppofing  the  increafe  and 
maintenance  of  a  land  force,  proponionate  to 
what  had  been  adopted  by  its  natural  enemies 
upon  the  continent.  A  national  militia,  with 
fome  improved  regulations,  might,  it  was  affert- 
ed,  at  a  fmaller  expence,  and  without  danger  to 
the  conftitution,  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  a  de- 
fenfive  and  righteoys  war  ', 

The  arguments,  in  fupport  of  a  ftanding  army,  Argu- 
refted  entirely  upon  the'  plea  of  neceffity ;  nor  ""«?'«  , 
was  it  fuppofed,  that  any  perfon,  however  well*^*""   ^^ 
convinced  pf  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  nation,  either  meant 
to  conceal  the  inconveniences  attending  it,  or  to 
vindicate  its  perpetuity.     While  furrounding  na- 
tions were  augmenting  their  forces,  England,  by 
reducing  hers,  might  not  only  lofe  her  weight  in 
(he  political  fcale,  but  her  conflitution  and  inter- 


7  Ralph^  vol.  ii.     Life  of  William,  vol.  iii. 

nal 
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C  H  ^  P-nal  profperity  would  be  expofed  to  the  moft  ic' 

^^J^J^  jnin^nt  danger  from  the  attach  of  foreign  enemia 

j^g-     The  ancient  hatred,    between  the  EngUfli  aci 

French  nations,  fliarpened  by  the  recent  mjuno 

^  of  an  expenfive  arid  blopdy  war,  and  by  perfooi. 

aaimofity  betiween  iheir  prefent  fovereigns,  vi 

'        now  .more  acute  than  had  been  Ijjown,  finceti. 

time  that  the  forn^er  fa^d  rdiqquiOied  her  cc&- 

qu.efts  and  fiefs  on  the  contineqt..    TheimproTc- 

inent  and  increafe  of  th,e  Frenc^i  ^ect,  cxpei 

^nced  in  the  Jate  -war,  rendered  them  always  pre- 

pared  fo?"  naval  hoftilities  j  while  a  ftrong  party  h 

England^  attached  to  the  abdicated  king,  and  be 

defencelefs  ft<ite,  fliould  the  army  be  difcandd 

woifld  iiivite  her  foreign  ?nd  jdomeftic  iocs  to  c- 

vafioji  and  infurreftioh,  almoft  with  tbecertaia 

proipeft  of  fuccefs.     The  dangers,  fo  mudi  v- 

prehendedjj  mi^ht  be  entirely  removed,  hj  ^^ 

je£ting  the  niilitary  to  a  cpnftstnt  and  .ftrid  dr- 

pe^idence  on  the  civil  power.    The  nainbcrc: 

troojjs  fni^ht  be  reftrifted  to  fuch  ^  proportioii  25 

was  barely  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  tbcnatio:, 

and  retained  only  for  a  (hort  time,  yhcn  it  was 

hoped,  that  .thexircumftances  of  Europe  .migi'^ 

fafely  ^dmit  of  their  being  difmifled  "*.. 

.Rfia£ms        It  is  not  furprifing,  that  the  Jung  entered  k: 

for  the      thedifcuffion  of  this  queftion,  with  mprcanxio-' 

hlaan/e^"  ..and  qndifguifed  folickude  than  jii^hat  fecracd  ccz- 

toihcdif-Xiftent  >*i{h  bis  ufual  referve  andjirudence.  K-; 

banding  of  domeftic  fituation,  at  an  early  period,  direct:^ 

ibc  army.  ^}^g  application  of  his  genius  to  war,  and  inu'«^- 

him  to   mijitairy   habits;  his  political  prjncipy 

and  ,his  didinguiAicd  talents,  raifeU  him  to  c^ 


•  Rifph,   vol.  til.     Life  of  William,    vol.  iii.    Puy^c' 
pt  the  Times  in  the  State  Tradls,  and  Somcr^'  Collc<nio«<. 

illullri:.^ 
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llluftrioos  ftation  of  being  the  chatrrpioti  t>f  the  C  ^  !^^- 
Hberttct  of  Europe.     His  sicemling  the  throne  of  ^^^...^^.^ 
England  did  not  fo  much  gratify  a.felfilh  paffion     1697.' 
for  power  and  fiatne,  as  it  tSid  the  Ifbcral  enthu*- 
fwTm  of  the  patriot,  by   adding  the  pecuniary 
and  warKke  aid,  of  an  ippulent  and  mighty  na- 
tion, to  a  confederacy  formed  for  the  defence  of 
civil  afnd  religious  liberty.     After  «ight  lafborkms 
campaigns,    he    had    humbled   th^  ambition  of 
France,    eftablifted  the  liberties  of  fitirope,  fe- 
ciired  a  crown  to  himfelf,  and  a  free  conftitution 
to  Englawd  4  but,  if  his   army  were   dtfbanded, 
all  Was  undone.     The  projcfts,  the  toils,  the  fuc- 
cefs,  ^  this  whole  fife,  would  Tjefruftrated.    The 
death  of  thelcing  of  Spain  was  approachmg,  and 
would  bfe  foJlcrwed  by  a  controverted  fuccdBion. 
ShouW  any  'one  of  the  princes  of  France  prevail 
by  tJhe  ri^bt  of  blood,  the  whole  power  of  that 
empire  mufft  become  obedient  toi!he  dfireSion,  and  - 
fubferyient  to  the  ambition,  of  Lewis.    The  bar- 
rierr.  of  Hdllafnd  would  he  no  longer  fecure ;  the 
tevolution-veftablifliment    in  England  would  *be 
precarious ;  and  the  liberties  of  Europe  brought 
to  Are  extreme  of  danger.     Befides,  the  feelings 
of  ^iHiam,  as  a  foldier,  muft  have  been  deeply 
ititerefled  for  the  many    'brave  companions   of 
his  dangers  and  his  viftories,  wiho  were  not  only 
•to  be  degraded  from  their  dignity,  but  deprived 
of  the  provffion,  which  was  neceffary  for  therr 
rdfpeftable  fubfiftence  in  the  moft  private  and  re- 
^tirefl  fituation,  • 

The  zeil  of  the  fcipg  for  maintaining  a  large  Mcciing 
•{landing  army,    founded  upon  thefe  argaments,®'^?*^^''*' 
was  at  length  announced  in  the  moft  public  man-  %^d  Dec 
ner,    by  his  Jpeach  at  the  opening  ;of  another 
feflion  of  parliament.      Be  told  them,  that  the 
.circumftances    of   affairs    were    fuch,    that   he 

thought 
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CHAP,  thought  hinifelf  obliged  to  declare  his  opinioo^ 
^J^J^  that  England  could  not  be  fafe  without  a  land- 

16^7.    f^rce. 

The  foreftalling,  in  this  manner,  an  opinion 
upon  a  quedion  To  ambiguous  and  controvened, 
awakened  a  jealoufy  of  the  influence  of  the  coun, 
and  gave  an  edge  to  the  keennefs  of  thofe,  vh^, 
either  from  the  influence  of  principle  or  fa&iozu 
were  inclined  to  oppofe  it. 

Both  houfes  addrefTed  the  king  in  high  tenii> 
of  refpeft  and  compliment ;    but,    at   the  hmt 
time,  general  and  referved  as  to  the  point,  upon 
which  he  was  mod  anxious  to  obtain  thdr  appro- 
bation  ^.     In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  thir 
fubjed:  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  fome  aaimad> 
verted  upon  certain  expreflions  of  his  majefty*^ 
ipeech  as  ^too  pofitive  and  overbearing ;  s^ !  a 
great  majority  intimated  their  difapprobation  or 
his  fentiments,  by  coming  to  a  refolution^  with- 
out a  divifion,  of  paying  oflF  and  difbanding  C 
the  troops  which  had  been  raifed  fince  the  year 
the  army.  ^^^  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  -  ^.    The 
friends  of  adminiftration  moved,    in  vain,    that 
the  queftion'  niight  be  recommitted.      With  a> 
little  fuccefs  they  propofed,  that  diredlions  (bouli 
be  given  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  fo: 
providing   a    fupply  of   five   hundred   thoufand 
pounds  for  the  guards  and  garrifons.     The  dc- 
fign  of  retaining,    under  this  dcfcription,  a  u- 
yerfion  of  the  army,  was  palpable  ;  and,  in  order 
to   defeat  it,  an  amendment  was  added,  that  the 
motion  Ihould  be   purfuant  to  the  vote   of  th: 
houfe,  on  the  eleventh  of  December,  which  nc- 

♦  Joiirn.  Lords,  6ih  ;  Journ.  Commons,  yih  DeccmlKr. 
»**  Jcurn.  CofijmoDS,  1  uh  December. 

celTiri'v 


Refola- 
tions  of 
the  com' 
mons  to 
diiband 
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effarily    reduced  the  army  below  the  number  of*^  HAP. 
ight  thoufand  men  * '.  vj^^^!^ 

The  king  had  recourfe  to  various  apologies  and     ^^-^ 
pretexts    to  elude  or  retard  the  execution  of  a  Various 
meafure,  -which  could   not  be  averted  by  fecret  pretexts 
influence,  or   the  force  of  argument.     He  com- ^f^^^ 
plained,     that  by  difbanding  all  the  men  raifed  ^J^^^^q^. 
fince    the    year  one   thoufand  fix   hundred   and  plying 
eighty,  the  defence  of  the  nation  would  be  thrown  with  it. 
into    the   hands   of  the  ol^  tory   troops,    whofe 
principles  and  loyalty  were  fufpicious  '*.     Se- 
veral   regiments  were  tranfported   into  Ireland, 
and   in  fome  the  privates   6nly  were  difbanded, 
while    the  officers   were  retained.     ITie  want  of 
money,   fufficient  for  difcharging  the  arrears  of 
pay,  ferved  as   an  apology  in  anfwer  to  the  ad- 
drefles   and  remonftrances  of  the  commons,  ftill 
urging  compliance  with  their  vote  till  the  feffion 
was  clofed  '  \     The  king  fondly  hoped,  that,  by 
his   influence  in  a   new  parliament,    or   by  the 
occurrence  of  political  events  favourable  to  his 
fyilem,  he   might  be  juftified  for  maintaining  a 
larger  force  than  what  was  warranted  by  confent 
of  parliament  '  *. 

But,  though  the  commons  were  inflexible  upon  The  civil 
the  point  of  difbanding  the  army,  they  feemed  ^'^  »"fi" 

"  Jour n.  Commons,  8th  January,  1698. 

**  RaJph,  vol.  ii  p.  768. 

' '  Journ  -Commons,  2  8ih  May  :    ifl  and  1 7th  June. 

'*  The  jcaloufy  01  the  naiion,  in  the  courfe  of  thcfe  pro- 
ccedisgs,  was  inflamed  !)y  the  large  proportion  of  foreign  troops 
in  the  pay  of  England,  i  he  king  kept  one  troop  of  ho»ie, 
coolifling  of  220  men,  ar.d  four  battalions  of  body  guards, 
confiiking  of  2670  men,  all  Dutch.  Two  Tf^imenis  of  dra- 
goons, amounting  to  1400,  Aud  three  of  foot  of  3^00,  were 
entirely  compofed  of  French  refugees.  Thefe  regimtots  were 
all  confidered  as  perfonaliy  attached  to  William,  anJ  devoid  of 
all  zeal  for  che  liber ry  and  intercft  of  the  nation. 

*    defirous 
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6io  ,    dytbeir  Itbcrabty  c 

CHAP,  thought  hiuifelf  obliged,  ^    ^„^    S^ren  bundrf : 

X-X.     that  England  could  P/   cd  for  Uie  civil  lUt  durLv 

^---^'^ — '  farce,  /     ^^^  favour  ww  eoZiaiiced, 

1697.        -[.j^g  foreftallinv  \>  a  Tenfe  of  gratkiide  for  ib: 
upon  a  queftior     ae  had  done  to  the  oauon  ". 
awakened  a  je'    jic,  this  iacreafe  of  revenue  v^ 
and  gave  a'  >  be  burdened  with  the  paymcm  cf 
either  fro  ^nd  pounds  for  the  jointure  of  Jama's 
were  in''  ^nd  the  expences  of  the  duke  of  Gfoti- 
BoV^  boufebold  '^.    The  other  fuppUet  ww 
of  V^^  ^^^^  *  difcreet  liberality,  and  appropri-   j 
V  >r^i^^  ^   j^^     arrangeraeac  to   the    feveral    1 
y^o)^  which  depended  upon  the  faith  of  parlia- 
Client. 
The  national  debt  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war, 
/>^^  including  the  arrears  of  the  army  and  navy,  and 
^vo  the  fubfidies  due  to  foreign  princee,  aiBoua^  to 
/i^f^     ten  millions  eight  hundred  and  feventy-fix  tbou- 
^'    .  fand  pounds  five  &i}ling$  and  one  penny  half- 
penny.    This  fum,  concreted  in  the  courfe  •£ 
eight  years,  and  litde  more  than  the  half  of  what 
ha6  been  repeatedly  raifed,    in   our  own  days, 
within   the  fpace  of  one  year,  was,  in  the  dr- 
cumfbinces  of  the  nation  at  that  time,  reckoned 
fo  enormous,  as  to  render  every  plan  for  immecB- 
ate  payment  imprafticable.     The  commons  there- 
fore with  propriety  preferred  the  arrears  due  to 
the  army  and  navy,  and  raifed  fupplies  fufficient 
to  difcharge  them  within  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight  *'.      In  orda*  to 
foften  the  complaints  of  the  reduced  army,  they 
voted  half-pay  to  the  commilHoned  officers,  four- 

'*  Journ.  ComraoDs,  21ft  December  1697. 
^*  Bumet,  1698. 

"  Journ.  Commons,    ift   February,    loth  March|  ApiiJ, 
•May,  piii&m. 

teen 
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•'^  \bfillciice  td  every  foot  foldier  and  CHAP. 


-^ 


"^  __    ._, 

^ry,  '^ed   officer,    and  fix  days  pay  to  v.Ji™V 

■^'^^  nd   noQ-Commiilioned  officer  of     ^g  g 

'x^  ^  illiberal  jealoufy  of  the  na- 

^^'^\^      V  .itifted  this  generofity  to  thofe 

^   ^^*  -  jre  his  majefty's  natural  born  fub- 

,  X^  ^Aand.     The  accumulated  fums,  voted 

i^upplies  this  feffion^  amounted   td  four 
as  eight  hundred  and   fifty  thoufand  one 
.iidrtsd  and  feventy-fdur  pounds  five  (hillings. 
The   whigs  availed  themfelves  of  their  fuperx-  Eftablifb- 
ority  to  ftrengthen  their  future  intereft,  by  efta-  ^cm  of  a 
bliAihg  a  new  Eaft   India  company  '  ^      The  J^^J^^^^ 
affairs  of  the  Elft  India  company  had  been  intro-  company. 
duced  in  many  preceding  leffions,  but  were  not 
materialiy  eonnefted  with  the  intereft  of  parties, 
nor  did  they  produce  any  regular  influence  upon 
the  political  fituatioH  of  the  kingdom.     PVorn  this 
period  till  the  year  otie  thoufand  feven  hundred 
atrd  one,  when  the  two  companie*  were  incorpo- 
rated, the  attachment  of  members  of  parliament 
to'theone^  or  other,  of  thefe^  became  a  criterion 
of  their  principles  and  Connexions.     The  friends 
of  th«  nrew  co4nj>any  Uniformly  enlifted  under  the 
iKtRser  of  the  whigSj  and  the  friends  of  the  old 
dompany   onder    that  of  th«  tories.     While  the 
latter  ufed  their  endeavours  for  thwarting  a  mca- 
iwc^  which  was  to  throw  fo  great  a  proportion  of 
commercial  infltiehce  mto  the  hands  of  th«ir  aa- 
taigofiifts,  they  appeared,   m  the  fame  time,    to 
ftand  forth  as  advocates  for  the  honour   of  the 
Crowned  the  j«ftice  of  tlie  nation  *°.>    In  con- 

'•  Joani,  Commons,    ift  February,    loih  h'Lrch,    April, 
May,  Jjpktrm, 

'^  Journ    Commons,  26th  Miiy  and  25t;;  Juns. 
*^  LojJs*  Debates,  voi.  it.     Joum.  CoMimj.is,  /5th  Jjtc. 

lequence 
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CHAP.fequence  of  the  old  Eaft  India  company  haTing 

^J^'^^  obtained  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  many  new 

i6q8     ^^ venturers  had  entered  into  a  partnerftiip  in  their 

No^'    trade,  and  the  property^  of  more  than  a  thou- 

1693.       ^^^^  families  in  the  kingdom,  was  veiled  in  Eaft 

India  flock.     Betides  fermer  expenditures^  for 

which  the  profperity  of  their  trade  might  be  fup- 

pofed  a  fufScient  compenfation,    a   million   bad 

been  lately  difburfed  in  new  fortifications^   for 

their  fecurity  in  India,  which  could  be  refunded 

in  no  other  way  but  by  a  monopoly,  in  terms  of 

their  charter, 

Thefe  arguments,  though  deeply  fpunded  in 
juftice,  were  over-ruled  by  the  liberal  aid  which 
the  new  company  had  offered  to  government; 
and  to  palliate  the  oppreffion  of  the  meafure,  it 
was  contended,  that  the  king  had  no  power  to 
*  grant  a  monopoly  without  the  confent  of  parlia- 
ment, and  that  he  had,  in  the  charter,  referred 
the  power  of  recalling  it,  upon  giving  them  no- 
tice  three  years  before-hand  * '. 

If  the  whigs,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other 
fcflions  of  parliament,  difcovered  great  liberality 
in  granting  fupplies,  and  ingenuity  in  finding 
the  means  of  raifmg  them,  their  merits,  at  the 
fame  time,  were  tarnifhed,  by  foliciting  and  ob- 
taining eicQrbitant  grants  and  penfions  for  them- 
felves.  Ihe  forfeitures  in  Ireland  had  already 
furnifhed  them  with  overflowing  treafures,  and, 
if  left  to   the  difpofal  of  the   crown,    promifed 

*  *  The  fubfcribcrs  to  the  new  company  obliged  themfelrcs 
to  raife  two  millions  for  the  governmenc,  upon  the  conditio.), 
that  they  were  to  receive  eight  per  cent,  for  theii'  money,  and 
enjoy  an  cxclufive  right  of  trading  to  the  £atl  Indies  ;  the  old 
company  being  allowed  that  privilege  no  longer  thao  to  the  year 
17OU 

aa 


l^OLITlCAt  TRANSACtldNS,  kc.  62J 

Mi  mexhauftible  fund  fijr  gratifying  the  avarice C^  A  P. 
of  their  leaders,  and  fupplying  the  neceflities  of  ^^™^^ 
their  friends.     To  defeat  this  profpeft,  their  op-    ,g^g. 
ponents  brought  in  a  bill  for  vacating^  all  grants  Motion 
of  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  from  the  thirteenth  for  appro- 
of  February  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-  {jj^^jri^i 
eight,  and  appropriating  them  to  the  ufe  of  the  forfeiture^ 
public**.     If  this  motion  had  been  reftridled,  to  the  pub- 
according  to  the  intention  of  thofe  who  fuggefted  ^»c  f^"^^** 
it,  to  fuch  grants  as  had  pafled  during  the  pre-^^' 
fent  reign,  it  might  probably  have  met  with  fuc- 
cefs  at  this  time,  and  might  have  proved  a  new 
occafion  of  affront  to  the  king,    and  of  difap- 
pointment  to  his  favourites*     But  when  another  defeated* 
bill  was  brought  in,  probably  not  without  the 
inftigation  of  the  court,  to  extefad  the  tevocaiioxl 
to  all   fimilar  grants  during  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  it  colledted  the  united  oppbfitioh  of  jar- 
ring parties,  and  was  thrown  out  by  a  great  ma& 
jority. 

The  tories  made  an  attempt  to  hurt  the  inilu^  Attatk 
ehce  and  credit  of  the  whigs,  by  propofing  to  iipon  iin 
impeach  Mr.  Montague,  who  was  now  at  their  Mo«*«- 
head  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  having  ob-  ^*'** 
tain^d  a  gtant  upon  one  of  the  forfeited  (sltates^ 
for  his  own  benefit,  in  the  name  of  another  per* 
fon ;  but  his  diftinguiihed  talents  and  ufefulnefs 
to  the  nation  made  a  fuitable  impreflion  upoh  the 
minds  of  its  reprefentatives,  difappointed  the  ma- 
lice of  his  enemies,  and  even  proved  the  means 
of  procuring  him  public  honour.      The  com- 
mons Voted,  that  he  deferved  his  majefty's  fa^ 
vour  upon  account  of  his  good  fervices  tb  the  g(;^^ 
vernmcnt  *'i 


**  Journ.CoTiiirtonSi   7th  February. 
*»  Ibid.  i6th  Febraary. 
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^vrv^'     With  whatever  violence  parties  flight  diCigree 
^Zj^  ^pon  fubjefts  relative  to  interiial  policy »,  yet  dicy 
1698.    cordially  united  in  the  fame  fentiments,  with  re* 
The  de-    fped  to  the  dependence  of  Ireland  on  the  l^gi&a- 
pendeoce  cure  of  England,  and  the  plan  of  retaining  her  in 
on  Eo  *^  ^^^  dependencob     To  have  prc^ofed  any  initiga- 
Jand  aA    ^^^^  ^^  ^^9  ^^  ^^Y  nieafure  for  the  leparate  iia- 
ferted.      provement  of  Ireland,  was  a  ftretch  of   libera- 
lity, to  which,  probably,  few  individuals  at  that 
period  had  attained ;  or  if  they  had,  which  no 
party  could  have  dared  to  avow,  from  the  iear 
.  of  lofing  popularity,  as  well  as  the  favour  of  the 
court.      Hence  the  houfe  of  commona  unani* 
moufly  exprefled  their  indignation  agaiaft  a  pam- 
phlet, which  maintained,   th^t  Ireland  was  not 
bound  by  ads  of  the  Engliih  parliament ;  and 
alfo  againft  fome   late  proceedings  of  the   Irifli 
parliament,  tending  to.  eftabliih  its  indepeadeot 
authority  ^  ^.      After  reading  the  exceptionable 

*^  This  pamphlet,  afcrihed  to  Mr.  Molyfleox.  was  cntkkd, 
The  Cafe  oflreland  being  bound  by  Ads  of  Parliament  in  Eog- 
latid     Several  a6ts  of  the  iiDgli/h  parliament  Kad  ^aStd  fim.t 
the  coouneacemefit  of  this  reign,  binding   iFcbcbd,  and  Ibste 
of  them  repealing  a^s  of  the  IriiK  parliament.     1  he  teodeocy 
of  thefe  proceedings,  and  the  efFe^s  of  their  dependeoce  cq 
England,  began  to  be  (erioufly  confidered  by  the  fnfh  ;  and  the 
above  pamphlet  was  expreffive  of  the  general  fentimeocs  of  tfe« 
nation.    Their  parliament,  entering  into  the  fame  views,  ttanP- 
mitted  to  the  king  and  council  the  hjeads  of  a  biU,  wktcb, 
under  colour  of  giving  a  fandtion  to  the  afts  of  the  £ogli^* 
parliament,  was  rcafly  meant  to  invalidate  its  aathority ;  ao^ 
which  might  have  been  ufed  a^erwar ds  as  a  pretedent  for  ex- 
cluding it  entirely.      The  commons,  therefore,  poioced  ibor 
cenfure  jointly  again  ft  the  book  and  tiie  parii^mcHt,  by  relblvicgi 
that  the  book  was  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  that  eocoura^^- 
mtnt  had  been  given  to  the  imflammatory  politions  conuiincd  » 
it,  by  a  bill,  entitled,  an  A^  for  the  better  Becnrky  of  b-s 
Majelty's  Perfon  and  Government,  tranfmittcd  under  the  kJ 
of  li  eland,  whereby  an  a£t  made  in  England  was  preteoded  \» 
be  re  enaded  by  an   Iriih  parii;iment.      Sec  Sui&utas  mi  the 
State  of  Ireland,  printed  with  Dc  Foe's  Hiftory  of  the  Union, 

paffagci 
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p^^kt^es  of  the  pamphlet,  they  refolved,  that  it^HAP. 
was  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  crown  and  y^^,^J!^ 
people  of  EivgUnd;  addreffed  the  kitig  to  take  1(5^5, 
all  neeeflary  care,  that  the  laws  redraining  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  be  ftridly  obferved ;  and 
to  difcountef^ance  every  meafure  tending,  in  any 
degree,  to  leffen  its  dependence  on  England  ^^. 
Thi«  arbitrary  fyftem,  concerning  the  fifter  klng-i 
don^,  tbey  fccondcd  and  fupported,  by  a  meafure 
which  deeply  affefted  her  imertal  profperity; 
when  it  feemed  to  interfere  with  that  of  England. 
For,  upon  complaints  that  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture was  carried  on  in  Ireland,  they  addreffed  the 
king,  that  he  would  enjoin  all  employed  by  hitn 
there,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  for  prevents 
ing  tke  exportation  of  wool,  uQtef$  it  was 
brought  into  England }  and  for  difcOuraging  the 
woollen,  and  increafing  the  linen  manufadure  *\ 

The  kiftg  put  an  end  to  this  feffion  o»  the  fifth,  Diffolu- 
diflbWed  tjie  parliainent  on  the  feventh,  of  July  ;  <^oa 
and  fummoned  a  new  parliament  to  meet  upon 
the  twenty. fourth  of  Auguft. 

Reviewing  with  impartialify  the  proceedings  of  and  clo- 
the third  pariiamenl  of  William,  we  muft  allow  'aAcr  of 
that  it  is  entitled  to  no  fraall  fliare  of  praife,  nof  *''^^  f^"^ 
only  on  apcount  of  the  beneficial  meafures  which  ^V*of 
it  adopted,   but  on  account  of  the  uncommon  WiHlaoi. 
difficulties  which  it  furmounted,  in  order  to  carry 
them  into  effedt.     The  fuccefsful 'plans,   purfued 
in  the  firft  feffion  for  extricating  the  nation  from 
the  great  pecuniary  diftrefles  in  which  it  was  in- 
volved,    exhibit  examples    of  ingenuity,    refolu- 
tion,  and  perfeverance,  which  refle£l  the  higheft 

^^  Jcurn.  CommonSf    2ifl  May;    2zd,    2jth,  and  jptb 
Jutic. 
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CHAP,  honour  upon  thofe  who  devifed  and  conduAed 

1608.  Some  ufeful  ftatutes  were  likewife  ena&ed,  for 
preventing  fraudulent  bankruptcies  and  abules  in 
privileges,  and  for  regulating  and  extending  the 
trade  of  the  nation.  But  what,  above  all,  muft 
render  the  memory  of  this  parliament  precious 
to  every  friend  of  humanity  and  freedom,  are  its 
excellent  amendments  and  regulations  with  refpeSt 
to  the  laws  of  treafon  ^  '• 

During  the  continuance  of  the  third  parlia* 
inent,  the  whigs  retained  mod  of  the  mintftenal 
pffices,  and  fucceededi  in  every  meafure  in  vhich 
they  were  united.      In  the  queflion  about  dif- 
banding  the  troops,  they  feparated;  and  there- 
fore it  was  carried  againft  their  leaders,  as  well 
as  againft. the  inclinations  of  the  court.     Lord 
^  Sunderland  was  at  this  time  confulted  by   the 
king  in  private,  more  than  any  of  bis  Englifii 
fubjefts.    To  his  infligation  the  plan  of  main* 
taming  a  (landing  array  was  afcribed ;  and  fo  ge- 
26tb        neral  an  odium  purfued  him,  that  he  found  it  ne- 
^^c.      ,  ceffary  to  refign  his  office  of  chamberlain,   in 
^^^'       order  to  evade  the  public  difgrace  of  parliamen- 
tary cenfure  *'. 
Partial  Sir  William  Trumbull  was  removed  from  bein^ 

change  in  fecietary  of  ftate,  and  Mr.   Vernon,    who  had 
admtntf-    gf^^ii  experience  in  bufinefs  by  having  been  cm^ 
ployed  under  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  was  ap- 

*7  Drake's  ¥liRwy  of  the  M  FKliamcnt. 

»»  Ibid. 

*»  Bumttf  1698.  Somers«  Shrew/bury.  Portland,  Oxforif, 
«nd  Montague,  were,  at  this  tfmc,  united,  to  dppofe  the  in- 
finencc  of  Sunderland  in  the  cabinet.  A  fincero  Ineodib},^ 
however,  afterwards  feems  to  have  taken  place  hetwcco  Somrrs 
and  Sunderland.  ^t%,  Letctrs  io  Hardwtcke's  CoIleaioo»  wl 
ii.  0   7. 
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pointed  to  tliat  office.     This  change  wa^  xronfi.  CHAP. 
dcT^  as  an  indicarion  of  the  declining  influence  ,^J^|^^ 
of  ihe  earl  of  Portland,   to  whom  fir  William    ,^ 
Trumbull  was  aiFectionately   devoted.      It  was  5th  Dec. 
believed  that  lord  Sunderland  and  Mrs.  Villiers,  *^7. 
a  lady  to  whom  the  king  (hewed  fome  partiaiity, 
ufed  their  endeavours  to  alienate  him  from  Port- 
land, while  the  frank  manners  of  his  firft  page 
and  fecretary  Van   Kepp^l,   now  carl  of  Albe- 
marle, gained  upon  the  courtiers,  and  readered 
faim  a  more  agreeable  companion  to  his  mafter 
in   hours  of  relaxation.     It  is  evident,  however, 
from  the  important  fervices  in  which  the  king 
continued   to  employ  the  earl  of  Portland,  that 
he  flill  entertained  a/very  high  efteem  of  the  ca* 
pacity  and  faithfulnefs  of  that  nobleman :  for  he 
was  fent  ambaifador  to  France  foon  after  rfie^''^**'^* 
ellabliihment  of  peace.      He  jvas  intruded   ^o^^Ddknt 
urge  the  removal  of  king  Jam^  from  St*  Ger-  ambaiTa- 
mains,  and  to  folicit  indulgence  fpr  the  protejT-  ^^^ «» 
tants  in  France ;  in  neither  of  which  he  was  fuc-  ^"^^f* 
ccfsful.    It  is  probable,  that  the  principal  objeia  *°^  •'*°' 
of  his  embafly  was  (o  enter  into  overtures  con- 
cerning the  partition  of  the  dominions  of  Spain^ 
which  were  Toon  aftey  agreed  uppx;i  between  'Wil- 
liam and  Lewis  *  *"• 

From  feme  incid^t^,  which  happened  after 
the  rife  pf  parliament,  it  wa$  evident  that  a  mif- 
tinder^andihg  ftill  fubfided  between  the  king  and 
the  princefs'  Anne.  He  controlled  bjer  inclina- 
tiofli  in  the  appointment  of  tutors  to  her  fon, 
the  duke  of  Gloiiqefter,  and  re^uAantly  yielded, 
for  the  fake  of  decency,  to  her  choice  of  the  in- 
ferlor  officers  of  his  houfehold  ? ' . 


»**  Connpare  Tft  Torcjr,  vol,  i.  p.  26.   wixh  KcBoct,  yoL 
til  i>.  754. 

V  Burnec^  1698. 
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CHAP.     During  the  inierval  of  parliament,    William 

XIX.    ipade  a  vifit  to  Holland,  where  he  devoted  his 

^^■^2^  ^^^^  ^^  important  negociations,  the  account  of 

*^  *    which  I  defer  till  the  period  when  they  tranfpired, 

and  became  the  fubjed  of  public  difcui&on. 

The  In  the  competition  for  eleaions,  the  whigs  were 

whigs      fupported  by  the  intereft  of  the  court,  the  new 

fr^f  "  ^      ^^^^  company,  and  the  ftock-holders,  who 

tioM.       "^^  formed  a  very  numerous  and  powerful  party 

in  the  nation.     The  weight  of  the  landed  intereft, 

on  the  fide  of  the  tories,  was  not  fufficient  to 

balance  thefe  advantages ;    and  the  majority  in 

the  new  houfe  of  commons  favoured  the  whigs* 

Though  the  king  had  taken  fecret  meafures 

for  preferviug  the  peace  of  Europe,  by  the  firft 

partition  treaty,  yet  he  was  fenfible  that  the  fuc- 

cefs  of  them,  and  the  adherence  of  Lewis  to  the 

f|;]pulations  he  had  made,  mud  depend  upon  the 

^^         military  force  of  England.     This  therefore  was 

parHi*      Ae  principal  objed  which  he  recommended  to 

meot        parliament,  aflembled  for  the  difpatch  of  bufine& 

mcetB.      on  the  ninth  of  December  one  thouiand  fix  bun* 

dred  and  niiiety- eight. 
The  army     The  commons  immediately  voted^  that  all  the 
farther      land  forces,  exceeding  feven  thoufand,  (hould  be 
Kduced.   pj^jj  ^ff  2j^j  difbanded  '  *  ;    a  meafure  nor  lefs 
'     mortifying  to  the  king,  than  the  language  and  ar* 
guments  which   accompanied  every  previous  de- 
•bate  conneded  with  it.     His  condu£t  in  maintain^i^ 
ing  an  army,  contrary  to  the  refolutions  of  laft 
,  parliament,   was  feverely  cenfured :    his  attach- 
ment to  the  Dutch  ;  his  frequent  vifits  to  the 
continent ;  his  predileClioh  to  a  foreign  intereft, 
were    arraigned  with   bittemefs  and   acrimony. 
Intimidated  by  the  violence  of  oppofition,    the 

**  Journ.  ComnioDs,  17th  December* 

friends 
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frrcttds  of  the  king  flood  filent,  and  feemed  Jo^S^^t^* 
abandon   him  in  the  moment  of  extreme  dif- ^^J^J^^ 
treTs.    His  minifters  were  afraid  to  propofe  any    ,5^. 
fcheme  of  mitigation  or  compromife.    The  cen- 
forious  fpirit  of  the  debate  was  transfufed  into 
the  reforlntion  which  the  commons  adopted ;  and 
it  was  determined,  that  the  army  ffaould,  for  the 
future,  confift  entirely  of  his'majefty'g  natural- 
bom  fubjeds  •'.     After  an  hard  ftruggle  with 
pride  and  inclination,  the  king  aifumed  a  com- 
pofed  countenance,  and  gave  his  confent  in  per- 
fon  to  the  bill  for  dilbanding  the  army  '  ♦.     The 
thanks  which  he  received  from  both  houfes,  for 
his  acauiefcence  in  this  meafure,  encouraged  him 
to  prefer  a  mbdeft,  but  earned  application  to  the 
commons,  that  fome  method  might  be  devifed  for 
retaining  the  Dutch  guards   in    his  fervice'*. 
This  meflage  only  ferved  to  aggravate  his  morti- 
fkation,  and  to  enhance  the  triumph  of  'oppofi« 
tion,  Uy  producing  an  addrefs,  which,  under  the 
form  of  an  admonition,  obliquely  upbraided  the 
king  with  the  breach  of  his  promifej  for  he  was 
reminded  of  the  words  of  his   declaration,  that 
all  foreign  troops  ihould  be  fent  back  after  the 
fettlement  of  the  government  '*.    The  dilband- 
ing the  army   might  be  confidered  as  a  patriotic 
meafure  by  thofe  who  promoted  it ;  but  the  re- 
fufal  of  any  indulgence  to  the  affeSions  of  the 
prince,  when  the  objeft  was  natural  and  honour- 
able, can  only  be  imputed  to  the  ftubbornnefs 
and  afperity  of  faftion.      The  affront   made  a 
-deep  impreffion  on  his  mind.     Agitated  at  firfl: 
by  ve3cation  and  refentment,  he  refolved  to  aban- 

''  Jourrt.  Common?,  17th  Dccembch 
'♦  Bornery   16^8. 
'  *  Journ.  Commons,   1 8th  March. 
3*  ibid.  2oih  March. 

don 
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^^IX  ^*  ^^  ^^^  government  of  an  ungrateful  people>  arcl 
to  fpend  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  in  Hol- 
land.     The  entreaties  of  bis   friends,   and  the 
calm  fuggeftions  of  reafon,  reftrained  the  die- 
tates  of  paillon,  produced  a  prudent  fubmiiEon 
to  neceility,  an4  fayed  the  nation  from  confiifion 
^and  anarchy  ^^ 
The  navy      The  fears  qf  thofc  who  agreed  with  the  king, 
^gmcot-  Ij^  thinking  that  England  was  too  much  expofed 
/  •  by  the  redu£lion  otthe  army,    were  in  feme 

meafure  remoyed,    by  an  augmentatiuii  of  the 
paval  eftabli(hment.     Fifteen   thoufand  fe^men 
were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  yf^r^  and  the 
fum  of  one  million  four  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thoufand  pounds  was  grated,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  feilion,  for  the  maintei^nce  of  the  neet,  dif- 
banding  the  army,   and  other  expenc^  of  go- 
verntnei^t  ".    This  ieffion  of  parliament  ended 
on  the  fourth  of  M^y  ope  tI^oi(fand  fi^:  hundred 
and  ninety-nine. 
Par?itl         Ti^e  many  evidences  of  the  declining  influence 
^hange     of  the  whigs,  which  had  lately  occurred,  in- 
prtbcmi-  duced  the  king  fo  transfer  a  confiderable  (bare  of 
fJvourof  ^'^^c^^ive  offices  into  the  hands  of  the  fdriei. 
fhetori€«.  The  earl  of  Jerfey  was  made  fef:retary  of  ftate, 
i|i  the  room  qf  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury ;   the 
^arl  qf  Pembroke  fucceeded  the  duke  pt  Leed^ 
as  prefident  of  the  council,  and  lord  Lpnfdale 
the  earl  of  Pembroke  as  privy  feal;  ]^r.  Mon* 
tague,  againft   whqm  the  tories  ()ifcoyered  great 
perfoii;^  animofity,  Quitted  the  treafury,  aQ4  W^ 
fucceeded  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  by  Mr. 
Smith,  anjd  as  one  of  the  Ior4s  pf  the  tfeafury  by 

'^  Letter  of  king  William  to  H^inGas,  Hard.  Col.  vol.  ii.  p^ 
362.  and  note  at  bouom. 

3>  Journ.  Commoosy    i8ib  fcbmsryi   and  Marchj  April, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hill.    This  change  of  adminiftration  did  not  CHAP. 
anfvirer  the  king's  expeftarion,  by  fmoothing  the^^J^Jj^ 
current  of   public  bufmefs*      The  ^eal  of  the    ,^5^ 
whigs  for  his  fervice  abated  upon  every  conceffion 
to    their  antagonifts,    who  grew  more  bold  in 
oppofition  from  the  profped  of  their  approaching 
afcendency. 

The  king  met  the  fecond  feffion  of  the  fourth  Second 
parliament  on  the  fixteenth  of  November  on^^^^^oi^or 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-nine.    He  began  ^'^^jf'^** 
his   fpeech  with  obferving,  that  their  common^  *** 
interefl:  required  a  farther  provifion  for  the  de* 
fence  of  the  kingdom }  and  after  recommending 
to  the  commons,  tb  make  good  the  deficiencies 
of  the  funds,  and  to  difcharge  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  he  concluded 
with  thefe  words :    ^^  Let  m  off  with  confidence  in 
^^  one  another'^   which  li^ill  not  fail,    by  God's 
'^  b)efling,  to  make  me  an  happy  king,  an4  yQU 
55  ^  great  and  fiourifhing  p^ople/^ 

However  un^exceptionable  thefe  expreffions,  or 
the  fentiment  conveyed  by  them,  yet  they  were 
made  ^  handle  of  cenfqr^  and  reproach  againft 
the  qiiniftry%  The  con^mons,  under  the  name  of 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  prefented  a  remonftrance, 
complaining  that  it  was  their  misfortune,  that, 
after  the  ample  provifion  made  for  his  fecurity, 
any  miftruft  of  their  affections  (hould  fubfift; 
and  that  it  wpuld  conduce  to  the  continuance  and 
eftablijhment  of  tbeir  mutual  confidefice^  if  he  would 
(hew  marks  Qf  difples^ure  towards  all  who  mifrer. 
prefented  their  proceedings  '*.  This  was  a  pre- 
lude to  a  more  open  and  direCt  attack  upon  admi* 
niftration  :  with  a  view  to  which  all  the  meafures 
of  oppofition,  }n  the  courfe  of  ^|us  feffion,  were 
concented. 

^^  Journ.  Commoii^i  ift  Dcccinbep 

Their 
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CHAP,  only  overruled,  but  his  honour  was  wounded,  I; 

wii!^^  the  rejsftion  of  a  claufc  for  referving  a  ihn^ 
part  of  them  to  be  bellowed  by  him,  as  the  re- 
ward  of  eminent  fervices  to  the  nation,  h 
order  more  effedualiy  to  prevent  any  oppofition 
to  this  bill  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  it  was  confo- 
lidated  with  that  of  the  fupply  for  the  fleet  and 
army,  and  fent  to  the  upper  houfe  at  a  late  day 
of  the  feffion  ^'.  From  thefe  confiderations, 
the  king,  though  with  reluftance,  found  it  ex- 
pedient to  reftrain  the  oppofition  which  it  encoun- 
tered, from  motives  of  perfonal  refped  to  him; 
and  confirmed  it  by  his  aflent  on  the  twemj- 
third  of  May. 

The  cuftomary  licence  of  political  aflbciations  ] 
allows  to  every  party,  when  it  happens  to  be  in  I 
oppofition,  a  certain  latitude  in  waywardne&  and  ' 
contention,  which  it  may  indulge,  without  lofing 
all  credit  for  integrity  and  patriotifm.  If  the 
meafures,  purfued  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion, 
|iad  been  intended  to  produce  no  other  effeft, 
than  to  thwart  the  inclinations  of  the  king,  and 
to  undermine  the  credit  of  his  mtnifters,  though 
perhaps  in  fome  inftadces  they  were  neither 
Itrl^ly  juft  nor  expedient,  yet  would  they  not 
have  brought  upon  the  authors  of  them  any 
deeper  ftain,  than  what  is  contracted  almoft  by 
every  party  fretted  with  depreifion  and  difap- 
pointment.  But  when  the  violence  of  oppofition 
precipitated  them  into  a  meafure,  which  breathed 
the  fpirijt  jof  perfecution,  and  entailed  a  lading 
dif|^race  upon  the  Britifli  legiflature,  it  cannot  be 
recited,  by  any  friend  to  liberty  and  his  country, 
\^ithout  unaffected  deteftation    and  abhorrence. 


^^  Journ.  ComiTKHssy  7th  Ma^cbi  9d  ApriL     Jouro.  LoruS« 
^*.h  Apiil.     Lords'  Debates^  vol.  ii.  p.  15. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  a  bill,  noWC  ti  a  P. 
introduced  into  the  houfe  of  commons  for  pre-  ,^^^ 
venting  the  growth  of  popery.     It  required,  that    ,^0^. 
all  perfons,  educated  in  the  Roman  catholic  reli-  Severe 
gion  or  fufpefted  to  be  of  it,  who  fucceeded  to^^, 
any  cftate,  ihould  take  the  oaths  of  ^iHegiance  J^^^^*^ 
and  fupremacy,  and  the  jeft,  as  foon  as  they  ar- catholics. 
rived  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;   and  if  they  did 
not,  their  eftates  were  to  devolve  to  the  next  pro- 
teflant  heir.     All  popifli  priefts  were  to  be  banifli- 
ed,  and  adjudged  to  perpetual  imprifdnment  if 
they  fliould  again  return  into  England  ;  and  the 
reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  was  to  be  allowed 
to  fuch  perfons  as  Ihould  difcover  and  convid  any 
of  them  ♦*. 

An  unfortunate  coincidence  of  circumfiances 
united  perfons,  of  different  parties  and  fentiments, 
in  the  fupport  of  this  bill :  it  paffed  unanimoufly 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  by  a  great  majo« 
rity  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  return  of  many 
Roman  catholic  priefts  into  England,  after  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  and  their  imprudence,  by 
appearing  in  public  and  attempting  converfions, 
excited  a  jealoufy  of  the  king's  having  fecretly 
confented  to  indulgences,  inconfiftent  with  the 
fafety  of  the  proteftant  religion.  An  appreben- 
fion  of  the  growth  of  popery  generally  prevailed ; 
and  feemed  to  derive  confirmation  from  fads,  fet 
forth  in  a  petition  to  the  commons,  by  the  clergy 
of  Lancafter,  prayings  that  fome  effeduat  me- 
thod might  be  ufed  for  preventing  the  infolent 
behaviour  and  attempts  of  popiih  priefts  ♦',. 
The  influence*  of  Roman  catholic  proprietors,  in 

♦•  Journ.  Commonf,  7th  February;   iichand  i4tb  Mitch. 
Joarn.  Lords,   i8tK  March* 
^'  Ibid.     Buract. 

the 
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C  H  A  F.  tlie  couife  of  the  btc  elcSions,  had  krfkfeA  s 
^^^J^  raiKOur  iato  tbe  brcafts  of  iadiTidQale,  agaiuft 
1700.    ^^bom  it  had  been  exerted,  which  now  d^chorgei 
itfelf  under  the  ina&  of  religious  seal.     Thm 
were  a  ffreat  many  perbnt,  in  both  houles,  coo 
nuich  dupofcd  to  efponfe  every  meafuve  caknsdated 
to  increafe  the  iifiesQoe&,  and  injuFe  d^  repnta- 
tion»  of  the  king ;  and  to  fndi  baio  porpofo  this 
bill  appeared  ex(xllemly  zispted.        From  the 
vfvfta  and  fteady  attachment  of  WilUaHi  to  thr 
principles  of  lolcralion,  they  were  perfuoded  that 
he  never  would  confent  to  a  meafar^  feimded  in 
bigotry,  and  fraught  with  opprefion.     Bat  ftooM 
it  be  obftruded  by  him,,  his  principles  would  be 
brought  under  fufpicion  ;  and  he  muA  forego  all 
the  merit  he   had  acquired  as  the  favioar  and 
guardian  of  the  proteftant  religion. 
Refiec-         The  embarrafled  (ituatbn  of  the  king,  thema- 
tions.       lignity  of  his  enemies,  and  the  depreffion  of  his 
fpirits,  all  furnished  matter  of  apology  for  his  ac- 
quiefcing  in  this  bill.     But  there  is  not  any  per- 
ion,  moved  by  a  j  oft  refpeft  for  bis  memory,  and 
the  honour  of  Britain,  who  can  hefitate  to  fay 
what  he  would  have  wiihed  him  to  have  done, 
in  this  hard  conflid  between  expediency  and  vir- 
tue.    Had  be  firmly  widiftood  the  fpizit  of  per- 
fecution,  at  the  hazard  of  his  repofe  and  his  crown, 
by  ufmg  his  negative  to  prevent  a  meafurero 
cruel  to  individuals,  and  fo  rej^oachfui    to  the 
legiflature,    be  would  have  attained  a  Infbre  of 
charafter,  which,  though  intercepted  by  the  pre- 
judices of  the  times,  muft  have  been  more  per- 
manent, than  that  which  is  acquired  by  the  moft 
brilliant  atchieveraents  of  the  general,    or  the 
ablell  negociations  of  the  flatefmaa  ^^. 

the 

^*  It  is  truly  lamentable  to  obfcrve,  how  much  the  fpn: 
%  «f  party  often  contradicts  the  pure  decifions  of  cooJ  jad^mcDi, 
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Theint^refl  of  the  whigs,  it  ha;  been  obferv-  G  HA  P> 
d,  had  been  declining  fmcc  the  end  of  the  war,  ,^^!^^ 
xkd  the  king  bad  been  perfuaded  to  bring  many     ^\.q^ 
>f  the  tories  into  office  after  the  adjournment  of 
>arlianaf!nn    From  th^  general  tenor  of.  the  mea- 
.'ures  purfued  in  the  courfe  of  the  fecond  feiBoOf 
X  did  not  appear,    that  adminiftration  had  ac« 
[quired  any  acceifion  of  vigour,  or  the  king  anjr 
additional  influence,  from  the*  experiment  fa  far     • 
as  it   extended*    The  tories  now  found  a  favour-  Addrefs 
able   opportunity  for  puihing  their  pretenfions  to  ^"^  j"^'  r 
the     exdufive   poffeffion    of   minillerial    offices,  the  tories 
Though  the  refumption   of  th^.  Iriih  forfeitures,  for  pre- 
in  the  firft  inftance,  infringed  the  inflqence  and  ^^/^'"S 
v/oux^ded  the  hc^oiw  of  the  king,    yet  the  in-  ^"^  -^^^ 
tereft  of   particular  members  of  adminiilratip^  ^riifg 
was   alfo  deeply  aJSFeded  by  k,   and  other  mear  them  mto 
furea  of  oppofition  were  direftly  levelled  againft  V^^^^- 
the  leaders  of  the  whigs.     Lord  Somers  was  par- 
ticularly the  objed  of  refentment,  and  often  atr 
tacked  by  the  motions  of  the  tories  in  the  houfe 
of   commons  '**'•       Hence  it   was  plausible    i,^ 
afcribe  the  contentious  oppofition,  of  which  tb^: 
king  complained^  to  an  averfion  far  his  miixilters^ 
« 

and  comtends  the  geiwroos  feelUigs  of  the  Kcact.  BiAap 
fiarnety  wIk>  glories  m  be ii%  ihe  fiieml  of  toleiavoa^  and  W>o, 
as  ofieo  as  he  has  OQcaGoA  to  deliver  bis  Teraitaeoj^s  upoo  thac 
fubje^,  attains  to  an  eleyation  oi  mind  fuperior  to  the  age  in 
which  he  lired,  yet,  in  the  dtfcnffion  of  riiis  bilJ  in  cbc  haiifc 
of  k)rds»  he  defeoded  tr,  tm  only  on  the  groiukls  of  expediency, 
boijuiUce.     Suroet,  1699. 

^^  Lord  Sofficrs  bad  attrA^ed  the  perfonal  refcjitment  of  ih.e 
tories  more  than  any  of  his  partners  in  adminiftration,  hccaufe 
he  had  adviTed  the  kmg  to  turn  out  of  the  comm^Roa  of  tKe 
peace  thofe  perfbnsi  who  refufed  to  fjgn  the  aflbciation  occa* 
fioned  by  the  confpiracy  agaiofl  him  in  the  year  1696.  Many 
i>f  the  torks  were  excluded  and  the  diiTciiicrs  brougljt  is. 
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CHAP,  and  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  if  he  could  be  prt* 
v^!^^  vailed  upon  to  difmiis  ihem,  his  affairs  would  be 
1700.    carried  on  with  fmocthn^s  and  fuccefs  '*".     Tb? 
tories  were  fortunate  in  urgitig  thefc  reprcTenra* 
tions  by  fuch  agents,  as,  from  their  priyate  con- 
nexions and  political  interefts,  entered  into  sban 
with  zeal ;  while  their  perfonal  favour  with  the 
king  difpofed  him  to  liften  to  them  with  a  favour- 
able ear.     The  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  earl  of 
Jerfey,  brother  to  lady  Orkney,  and  lord  Son- 
derland,  who  made  all  parties  by  turns  the  dnpes 
of  his  intrigues,  concurred  with  the  tories  to  bend 
the  inclinations  of  the  king  to  a  change  of  ad- 
miniftrationr/'. 
Ijord  Their  af&duous  application,  under  the  pretext  of 

Somen     anxiety  for  his  intcreft,  brought  the  king,  afte 
^^^,   much  agitation,  to  adopt  the  refolution  of  re- 
mtniftra-  moving  lord  Somers  from  his  councils.     No  mi« 
lioo.        nifter,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  ferved 
him  with  more  invariable  attachment,  and  with 
greater  ability  and  faithfiilnefs,  than  lord  Somen 
had  done.    A  grateful  fenfe  of  his  fervices  made 
the  king  defirous  of  difmiffing  him  in  the  moft 
delicate  manner,  and  of  making  his  retirement 
appear  to  be  the  eflFeft  of  his  own  choice.    A 
manly  refpefk  to  his  reputation,  fortified  by  ime* 
grity,  as  well  as  a  regard  to  the  intereft  of  hb 
pany^  rendered  him  obftinate  againft  repeated 
importunities  to  confent  to  a  voluhtary  refigna- 
tton,  left  it  ihould  be  imputed  to  the  impolle  of 
fear,  or  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt.  ,  Lord  Jcrfey 
was  at  length  fent  to  him  to  demand  the  feals, 
and  they  were  furrendered  with  complacency  mto 

*•  Bonier,  170a. 

< '  Hardwicke*!  CoBe^ion,  toI.  h.  p*  439.     CimTuir^IaB'i 
Hiftory.  Toh».p.  183. 

hil 
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his  hands.     William  afterwards  discovered  great  CHAP. 
compMH^ion  for  thb  fecriflce,,  which   he  made    ^'^• 
to  gratify  a  party,  and  lamented  it  at  the  clofe  of  '^'^    ^ 
hislife  -.  •^~' 

The  removal  of  Somers  was  M  the  tories  could  4th  July. 
obtain  before  the  king's  departure  to  Holland*  Events 
He  was  probably  ftill  determined  to  adhere  to  his  .co^triba 
plan^   of  mi^in^  parties,  and  of  maintaining  the  co^„p°etc 
fuperiority  of  the  whigs.     Two  events  occurred,  change  of 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  which  introduced  miaiftry, 
a  material  change  into  the    political  ftate  of  En- 
gland, and  rendered  it  expedient,  if  not  neceflary^ 
ro  throw  the  adoxiniftration  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  the  torips. 

By  the  death  pf  the  duke  of  Giouceder,  the  Death  of 
proteftant  hitereft  was  expofed  to  new  dangers  i^*>c  <*ukc 
for  9S  he  was  the  laft  proteftant  heir  in  the  a^  ^^^P^^^' 
fettlement,  fo  hi^  relation  to  the  e2c|)ed  famiiy,  ^^i,  j„|y^  • 
hi^  birth  within  the  kingdom,  and  his  talents, 
.which  were  promifing,  united  the  attachment  of 
every  party,  and  enfured  his  peaceable  acceffion, 
at  ibme  future  day,  to  the  throne  of  £nglafid« 
To  thofe,  whp  difintereftedhy  confulted  the  hhty 
of  the  conftitution,  it  appeared  of  the  higheft  im-i  The  im« 
portance,  that  the  entail  of  the  crown  mould  b§  ponancc 
extended  in  the  proteftant  line,  and  that  this  fliould  ?^  ^^**^"^* 
be  done  without  lofs  of  time,  before  the  affe&Jens  pJotcIUnt 
of  the  people  began  to  fix  upon  another  fucceffor,  lucccffion. 
or  fuqh  political   confederacies  to  be  formed,  an 
might  afterwards  prove  too  ttubborn  to  yield  to  the 
authority  of  a  ftatutc,  or  the  true  welfare  of  the 
nation.     Such  an  e^tenfion  of  the  adl  of  fettle- 
ment  was  agreesible  to  the  principles  of  the  whigs, 
and  was  tfa^ir  profeffed  defire.     It  was  impofl>bli 
for  Astjx  to  withhold  their  concurrence  with  it, 

^^  Casningham's  Hiftoryi  vol.  i.  p.  25a. 

T  t  when 
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CHAP,  when  it  (hould  come  under  the  difcuffion  of  paiiia- 
*L^*i^'  ^-^^^  without  being  for  ever  infamous  for  incon- 
i.^Q^  fiftency  and  treachery.  Though  an  oppofitionto 
the  proteftant  fucceflion  might  have  been  expefied 
from  the  cories  out  of  power,  the  vrhigs  feem  to 
have  been  juftly  entitled  to  the  honour  of  condoft* 
ing  a  political  tranfa&ion,  which  was  confonantto 
their  principles,  and  neceflary  to  the  prefervatioa 
of  that  fabric  of  government  which  they  had 
erefled.  There  is  reafdH,  however,  to  beCeve, 
that  the  ^higs,  who  were  barely  a«  match  for  the 
tories  in  any  queftion  affe£ling  their  political  com- 
petition; would  never  have  been  able  to  carry  a 
~  meafure  of  the  higheft  national  confequence,  in 
oppofition  to  their  antagonifts  feconded  by  the  re- 
publican party,  which  wifhed  that  the  fucceflion 
might  remain  indeterminate  and  controrened. 
For  breaking  the  joint  force  of  the  tories  and  re- 
publicans, no  expedient  feemed  more  effe&ual, 
than  to  devolve  the  reins  of  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  former.  Whatever  meafures  their 
prejudices  might  incline  them  to  purfue^  yet, 
when  they  came  into  office,  the  patronifing  the 
•  pcoteftant  fucceflion  would  be  found  neceflary  to 
gratify  the  defire  of  the  nation,  and  to  retain  the 
power  they  had  acquired. 
The  date  A  change  in  foreign  politics  co-operated,  with 
of  foreign  domeftic  events,  to  reader  the  prefentftateofEo- 
^  *  gland  eminently  critical,  and  to  recommend  the 
plan  of  conciliating  that  party,  which  might  be 
ezpe£led  to  thwart  the  progrefs  of  the  mo(i  urgent 
bufmefs.  The  death  of  the  king  of  Spain  could 
not  fail,  in  one  way  or.  other,  to  increafe  the 
power  of  France.  1  he  only  queftion  was.  What 
might  be  the  moft  effedual  method  of  rendering 
it  as  little  as  poflible  conducive  to  that  efied  ?  Dei- 

pairing 
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paiTing  of  his  ability   to  reftrain  thie  ambition  ofC  HAP. 
Lewis  by  the  awe  of  war,  rn  the  prefent  temper  of ,  .^ilj^l, 
the  Englifh,  William  had  entered  into  a  treaty  fof    ,-^^ 
dividing  the  territories  of  the  Spanifli  monarch  ii\ 
fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed  taott  effeftual  to  dimt-^ 
nith  the  advantages^  accruing  to  France  from  his. 
deinife.    To  this  treaty  the  principal  members  of 
the  whig  adminidration  had   beeri  privy,  and  it 
was  intended  by  the  tories  to  render  it  the  bafis  of 
their  crimination.^ '.     But  under  what  colour  of 
argument  could  this  be  done  ?— not,  furely,  be- 
caufe  it  had  yielded  too  little  to  France.    Such  a 
charge  would  have  .been  an  outrage  to  the  preju* 
dices  of  the  people,  and  would  have  redounded 
upon  thofe  who  brought  it  forward.    It  was  af« 
ferted,  that  if  had  yielded  too  much;    that  the 
king  and  his  minifters  had  been  over*reached  by 
l^wis  ;  and  that  the  intereft  of  the  empire,  of  the 
States^  and  of  England,  were  betrayed. 

•  The  junAure  of  events  gave  new  force  to  thefe  1^*^  of 
objedtions,  and  put  to  the  teft  the  fincefity  of  the  j|j^g^"?8 
perfons  who  urged  them.    The  king  of  Spain  died, ,  ft  jI^***  ' 
and  left  a  will,  bequeathing  his  whole  dominions  vember. 
to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  fecondfonof  thie  Dauphin. 
By  accepting  the  will  in  behalf  of  his  ^randfon, 
Licwis  diflfolved  the  reflri^ions  to   which  he  had 
confented  by  the  partition  treaty.     Thofe,  who 
had  cenfured  the  treaty,  could  not  confiilently  con- 
tend  for  bringing  him  back  to  the  performance  of 
engagements  contracted  by  it,  and  far  lefs  could 
they  acquiefce  in  the  tranfcendent  and  more  dan- 
gerous augmentation  of  ))ower,  transferred  to  him 
by  the  teftament  of  Charles. 

It  was  evident,  that,  if  the  fpirit  of  thefe  argu- 
ments were  puvfued,  they  mud  terminate  in  de- 


s^  See  Chapter  XX. 

T  1 1  mands 
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C  HA  P.  tnandft  ahd  jardpo&h^  vbkh  eonU  nofebsobtiincd 
.^_J^^1^      the  inflaedce  of  negoi^biiioUi  or  any  bioedlds 
1700.   nieaas  of  coercion.    Tkbugh  the  king  was  coo- 
Tiacedy  in  hia  omn  imiid,  of  the  inevtiable  aecef- 
fity  of  a  war  with  FtaAcc^  iii  order  to  eftabfifli 
fiich  limitations  of  her  power  as  were  efTentialto 
the  tadependenife  of  EtttopB^  yet  he  wlfliedl  ifcM 
thd  motion  for  it  might  brigibat^  with  his  ptofk^ 
and  cecieive  the  afpsobatioh  of  every  {latcy.     A%  s 
war,  carried  on  wish  uaahimity,  omU  ahsae  aa- 
fwer  the  piirpsfe  for  whkh  it  was  undertaken^  k 
k  ^in»  only  by  aflignina  to  the  tdiSea  the  prim^ 
departments  of  adnuninration,  tfatth^  coald  hope 
to  accompfiih  this  dbjeft.    llie  cpnfideratioaa  and 
ctroimftdnceH  recited  fidiy  e«^a«  the  nkotifcs^ 
which  indi9ced  the  king  to  prefisr  the  totieaafitor 
the  iecbnd  ftfion  of  kik  feuii^  parfiamekik^ 
Diflblati-      '^^  ^^  meafore  he  adopted^  by  fise  advice  of 
00  of  the  his  new  miniften,  Was  a  difibkcdoii  of  parliament, 
f«»[thp«r-  by  l^hich  th^  hoped  tp  obtan  ikoh  amsfosity  of 
^**S^^  ^^  Ttorefentatives  at  wovdd  ^e  ltaMli»  to  tkcii 
^*^''vlflbryoyctfh^wb%s*\ 

..^  MsH  tbenitame  (if  the  rte^t  puiitoisst.  IprdTipUr* 
TiUe  wi^ nu^le privy Jpai;  fir Q^adei Hedgea»^  fecrctmr  9^ ^ ; 
krd  uoctoljj^rny  firft  lor^  oF  die  treaforj  ;  aund  lord  Kochdhr^ 
Itord  JietR^fUot  6t  Itihuir.  IThe  h&  itt  thcte  iili^  iioirafre» 
Itay  Vyr^  M  iounfih  *^  ih»  1^. 


our. 
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CHAP.        XX. 


E^SMisM  9f  Len^finm  the  ^n^effikn  if  Sfifin^-^-ftn^ 
pn  mM  A^xitif  ty  ^  C^nfithraHi.'^-kiircumfiaMti 

Fir/I  Partition  Trtaty^'-^^provis  filkft^W  iy  t^  MnnA 
0ftb0  fl^jsil  Prwt  ff  Bfivqria^''^^^  farfkiom 
Triaiy^-'-Jot  Suttimints  an4  tf^tjbiS  y  tk0  rfatjon  ki* 
cfime  n^ri/atmtrt^  t9  tews*— Death  apJ  t§^iU  of  ihi 
King  ^  Sp^kH.-^tbi  Frenib  ting  ^tfopts  the  0HJ  i—hi't 
tta^ikejir  ii.*^''He  t^4$  Jife^res  fir  tJleMifiinghit 
Grmt^m  th  Sh-Am  ef  6paim.^tte  fifth  PartidmeM 
fliMis,^''^'7hJ9^bigi  0Md4b^ti>riisrtpiprMali^s«^hr(ddutA 

S^venUfayourapU  to  &>  pjailitical  Dmi^ni. — 4  letter  firm 
Lfifd  Mtlfint  cehtpiknicated  te  Pariiamint.-r^EJpSfs  of  // 
upon  4bi  ftfAptr  of  the  PmU^  and  ufon  the  Parlia^ 
tneoii.-^xtetiftonof  il;^  A9  of  S^Ununt.^Oifervatimtt. 
^TSft  P^titifH  Trttttf  unfifulanr^ni  cmifurodfy  hoih 
Uoftfe^  .^  P0rlf^tfn^i,^iAencf.''''Hmd  Partiatityjif  ib$ 

CmtnQnsMi^  :PrM*(fi^gi  mtk  r^eff  to  ^  Peu^i^ 

Treatj.^Tbe  ,Lor^  o£!nM  at  ik^  CommM-^flePeo* 


fJejjjfendatt. — Kentifi  retition.'^Pitriiaminijnror^ucd.'-r 
n^am  acknowledges  U^  Ki^g  *f  Spiain.-^Miafomfor  bis 
dring /o.-^^JtsJoMioni  rf  tbi  uommons  favwireMe  to  jti$ 
JCing4  yims.^-the  Nation  impatient  for  War, — ^e 
^^g  f^^t  Pr^rfftiw  /or  4t  ^^fa  grand  AUianei.-^ 
XhtUata^iim»Uam^,f^^ 

antfioHf 
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anxious  for  tf^ar^^^^Deatb  of  yames* — His  Son  achnw* 
ledgid  by  the  French  Kingy — which  is  reftntedhy  enerj  Psrt) 
in  Englqndr^'^nd  fatal  to  tbi  Hopes  of  the  Pretender. — 
JUafonsfor  the  Kingcbanging bis  Minifiers  and  calling  a 
new  Parlianunt, — Ybefixtb  Parliamint  oflViUiam  meeti. 
^—Supplies  gran ted^'^-^oills  for  attainting  and  abjuring  tie 
Pretender, ---Vicijpiudes  in  the  political  Sentitnessts  of  th 
JQation  fsnce  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick. — The  fFiJbes  of  the 
King  gratified^'''' His  Death. 


H 


[i^VlNG  mentioned  the    partition  treaty,  it 

becomes  neceflary  to  give  a  more  circum- 

1698.     ftantial  account  of  that  tranfadion,  not  only  to 
fupport  the.  obfervations  alrea^iy   made,  but  tq 
explain  the  meafures  referring  to  it,  which  form 
fo  confidera1)le  a  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  parliament. 
Expcaati-     We  have  already  feen,  that  the  exorbitant  ambi* 
oDs  of      tion  of  Lewis  was  the  caufe  of  alarm  to  all  the 
J-*^^*      princes  of  Europe,  and  the  motive  of  their  union 
fSioo  i**  ^^^  ^^^g"«  ^f  Augfburgh     The  undifguifed 
bf  Spain,  efforts  of  that  ambition  upon  the  provinces  of 
Spain,  Holland,  and  the   empire,  excited  indig- 
nation and  refiftance,  which  difappointed  bis  fuc- 
cefs.     The  extenfion  of  power  and  territory,  which 
he  expefted  to  derive  from  the  Spa^iOi  fucceiEon, 
carried  a  more  threatening  afpied  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  not  only  oufaccount  of  the  fuperior  mag- 
nitude of  the  obje£h,  but  alfo  on  account  of  its 
being  palliated  with  the  fpecious  colours  of  natu- 
ral right  and  juHice.     The  languifiiing  health  of 
Charles  the  fecond  of  3pain  portended  a  (hort  life, 
;md  cut  off  every  hope  of  heirs  ifrom  his  body. 
The  Dauphin,  who  wa$  the  fon  of  Maria  Terefa, 
pideft  daughter  of  Philip  the  fourth,  ftood  firft  in 
,     the  claim  of  lineal  fueceffion  to  the. throne  of 

3         ^  Spain) 
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Spain,  upon  the  failure  of  male  iflue.    By  the  C  H  A  P. 
folemn  renunciation  of  Maria  Terefa,  and  of  her     ^^' 
hufband  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  ratified  in  the  par-  ""7608^ 
liament  of  Paris,  and  by  the  teftament  of  PKilip  ' 

the  fourth,  the  fucceffion  of  their  iiTue  to  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  was  fet  afide  '  •  By  thefe  feve- 
ral  deeds  the  defendants  of  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Philip  the  fourth  by  a  fecond  marriage,  were 
eftabliflied  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  crown  and  doi- 
minions  of  Spain.  Margaret  was  married  to  the 
emperor  Leopold,  by  whom  (he  had  a  daughter, 
who  was  the  wife   of  the  ele&or  of  Bavaria  ;  fo  > 

that  the  princefs,  and  the  ele£toral  prince  her  fon, 
on  the  failure  of  iflue  in  Charles  the  fecond,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  Philip,  and  the  renunciation 
of  Lewis,  were  the  immediate  heirs  of  the  crown 
of  Spain.  The  emperor  flood  next  to  his  daugh- 
ter and  grandfon  upon  the  right  of  confanguinity 
to  the  royal  family  *. 

As  the  claim  of  fucceffion,  founded  on  lineal  ft,^fg.- 
defcent,  is  the  mod  obvious  and  natural,  and  as  ^^jih 
Lewis  was  not  likely,  notwithftanding  his  oath,  anxiety 
to  part  with  fuch  an  effe&ual  inftrument  for  ag-  ^y^^^ 
grandifing  his  family,  the  members  of  the  confe-  ^"^ 
deracy  looked  forward  with  anxious  forebodings 
to  the  death  of  Charles.     From  his   declining 
health,  that  event  was  expelled  to  happen  dur- 
ing the  continuance   of  the  war ;    and   it  was 
hoped,  that  the  united  force  of  the  confederate    « 

'  Variations  de  la  Monarrhie  Fran9oire,  torn.  it.  p.  216, 
217.  Notwithftanding  Lewis  XIV.  having  abjured  all  cliim  to 
thf  Spaniih  fuccefliont  yet  it  is  afTertedy  that  his  afFe^ioas  we^e 
eaily  diredled  towards  that  objedt,  and  that  his  marriage  with 
theeldeft  daughter  of  Philip  IV.  was  fuggeiled  by  Mazarene,  as 
a  (afer  and  more  certain  method  of  grati^ing  his  ambition,  than 
war,  or  an  (^n  invalioo  of  the  territories  of  Spain,  which  wpuld 
have  alarmed  all  Europe.    Cunningham,  rol.  i.  p.  4.    . 

*  Torcy,  vpK  i.  1697. 

powers. 
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C  HA  P.  powers,  in  the  fcene  and  habit  of  a&taa,  moM 
^^l^_f  over-awe  Lewis^  and  prevent  bk  vk>kdBg  the  wiH 
J 698.     of  his  father-in-law,  and  Ihs  own  eogftgeoients. 
The  dread  of  his  ambitioit,  if  the  S^ntfli  feccef- 
iipn  fhould  open^  after  the  powers  interefted  ii 
oppDrmg  him  were  feparated  and  diftrnted,  refh 
dered  the  en^ror  mis^re  backward  in  <tonfeiui&gto 
the  peace  of  Ryfwkk  j  nor  can  we  lioppofe,  thac 
the  king  of  England,  (he  St^te^,  asd  the  ^^kiaecs 
of  Germany,  were  indifferent  to  aa  evoat  ot  Alcfi 
general  importance  to  K'urc^  ^« 
Circam-        However  afjpiriHg  and  faithlefs  the  Freooh  ksn^ 
iUDces     might  be,  {Old  however  fpecbus  hi«  cbdm  af  ^ic- 
wbichia-  ceffioQ  to  an  ancient  and  exteiifive  kiogdom^  7^ 
liwfs      ^     i^'^^^y  ®f  ^h|e  £ur<^>etni  prmoes,  ai^  the  co»- 
^Q^^^mi^ditionof  hisownfubje^s,  impoveriAied  knddepo* 
to  to  en-  pulated  by  the  late  war,  raifedwfupdrablephftnic- 
ter  into     tidns  to  hi&  hopes  of  obtsttniog,  for  hia  own  fiimily, 
treaty.      ^j^^  entire  power,  and  the  undivided  property,  of 
;the  ^panifli  monarchy.    On  the  other  fido^  Wil- 
Jiain,  well  aware  of  the  ufurpitlg^irk  of  bis  tiwl, 
and  defirotts  to  ptevent  thefmaileft  incregTe^  his 
.power,  was  fectetly  mcyrtified,  upon  finding  him- 
felf  incapable  of  a^ii^g agreeably  to  the^iflieaof 
his  heart,  and  the  diftales  of  found  po&cj.    From 
hiB  late  experience  of  the  temper  of  the  EngUfli 
nation,  from  the  precipitan<;y  with  ^iefa  all  par- 
ties demanded  tt^  red^ion  of  the  army,  aftd 
^heir  growing  averfion  to  foreign  cpnnexiom,  be 
could  entertain  but  little  profpe£t  of  forming  im- 
mediate alliances  upon  the  continent,  or  df  ob- 
taining, from  his  parlhinent,  fupplies  of  money 
^nd  troops  for  tiiaintainiii^  a  Htccefsfui  oppofitioa 


^  *rofcy,  vol.  i.  1697, 

*   '^        •  '  to 
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to  die  prccttfioiis  ef  Iiewis,  i^poa  theiiventof  aCH  AP. 


169S. 


4  ^nisdUlmvhg^rxpieffiom-in  WiHiafn's  Idttere  19  the  |>eofi» 
OMiy  Htiafiu*,  ^rori^ly  indicate  bis  ^preheoTioas  of  the  ambi- 
tion oF  Lewis,  liis  uneafioe^fi  from  the  prefent  temper  of  the 
£ngKfli,  afid  Us  motif  e3  stud  views  for  etrcerihg  iifto  tht^panitioti 
tfMty. 

**  I  find  Tom  tfaoQghtteatiTdy  ooo^ined  with  Ihe  effat>Aonn 
**  which  leepia  to  Jiai^  over  oar  heads,  1^  the  likelihood  of  the 
^*  king  of  Spain's  death.  J  think  von  perfe^ly  coipprebend  this 
•*  affair,  and  lifliouldct)iifonn  myfeJf  uMb  thereto.  1  only  wiih 
f*  lay  |i»eMr  was  fikdi  us  tbv  1  could  fttifetif  fecond  yttir 
^  fattiny  feodments.  As  ^  a^  i  eaopeoetrajleiiio  ^e  «|iiniaot 
**  of  rood  ^ple  here,  there  feems  fo  jreat  an  averfioo  to  &11 
«  aeain  into  war  at  prefent,  that,  Thouldr  ranee  make  any  kind 
'"  o?  piatifibie  propofah  i^f  AccommodatioD,  they  ^1  here  be 
«*  iuaiifibd  to  atcdpt  thtm^  irithout  OMifidioving  glutei  th«  Atn^ 
V  nt7«f  them  ;  fe^at,  in^cafe  a  ^iHtriiH  U  the  4^^/iai 4f/ tUt 
**  hninefi^  Imm/i  takeynjmeafunes  fo^as  to  bring ib»  nation  infnji* 
(*  Uy  into  U^  Lord  Hardwicke's  ColUeHoa  of  SUie  Pa]pei$« 
vol.  Ti.'p.  340. 

<*  I'fod  people  ikgin  bem  more  and  more  to  fear  diedettbxJF 
«*  thHcing  of  Spain,  beivg  perfnaded  that  it  willdraw  ona  wafi 
'^  to*wlucb  they,  in  that  cale,  fcem  refolved ;  bat  wouM  cootri* 
'<  bnteHttle  or  nothing  except  to  the  marine,  an1d  isate  the  war 
***  by  lant^to  the  repubttc  and'  the  ^6ther  aSi es^  'whieb  ibey  \t^tf H 
*«  not  tarry  tl^roagt ;  *  though,  tm  the  otker  bind,  JJt<  90  Kbt' 
f ^  boiki  of  brin^g  thtfarliamemi  iogifve  inomy  fifitimU  io  heth  Jo 
*^  confiderable  a  body  of  troops  in  the  Spani/h  Nitber lands ^  as  J  had 
''  the  Iqfl  war ;  and  without  that  I  fie  no  poff^Rty  of  defeM^sig 
f*  them.**     Ibid.  p.  342. 

**  Aft  the  affair  now  Hands,  I  think  it  lucky  that  we  bare  no 
'f  farther  engagement  with  the  emperor  about  tbe  fucMitRon'; 
"  and  it  is  oueftionable  whether  the  grand  alliance  fiiMfts  or 
Vnot;  for  I  am  much  afraid,  that,  tn  ca(e  the  king  of  Spain 
'**  Siou'fd  now  happen  to  die  fuddenly,  We  iKould  be  Obliged  to 
f *  come  to  an  jocctmrnodation^  as  I  do  not  fee  how^  in  the  Prtfent 
\^ftuation^  we  Jhould foon  be  able  to  put  ourfehns  in  a  condition  io 
•*  wlthjland  the  too  great  power  of  France^'*     Ibid,  p. .  343. 

*•  I  confcfs,  that,  ev^ry  thing  confidered,  it  is  very  qu^ftion- 
**  able  which  alternative  to  chufe,  and  to  negociare  farther 
'f  thereon  ;  but  this  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  when  thefe  offers  of 
"  Prance  are  public  in  England  and  Holland,  it  wUl  be  difficult 
ff  to  get  them  to  confent  to  a  war^  in  cafe  the  iing  of  Spainjhould 

"  happen 
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CHAP.    From  theinflueQce  of  thefe  circumftances and 
^^;    motives,  two  princes,    of  oppofite  interelU  and 
^^'^y^  affedions,    were  moulded  into  the  temper  of  coa- 
*^*    ceflion  and  treaty.     It  was  expedient  for  William 
to  confent  to  the  augmentation  of  the  power   of 
France  in  a  certain  degree,  that  he  might  preireat 
the  farther  augmentation  of  it ;  it  was  the  intereft 
of  Lewi^,  to  reftrain  the  fond  propenfions  of  bis 
ambitious  fpirit,  and  to  realife  fomewhat   upon 
terms  of  compromife,  rather  than  to  hazard,  not 
only  the  lofs  of  new  and  fubftantial  acquifitions, 
but  the  interruption  of  his  domeftic  tranquillitr, 
and  the  ruin  of  his  native  dominions^  by  the  pre- 
carious fortune  of  war. 
Firft  parti-     In  the  fpirit  of  thefe  arguments,  general  orer- 
tkw  treaty  m|.^^  JFor  a  treaty  about  the  fucceffion  of  the  Spa- 
llj^,^     ni(b  empire,  originated  with  the  court- of  France, 
and  were  firfl  propofed  by  Meflfrs.  Pompone  and 
Torcy,  in  the  name  of  their  mafter,  to  the  eariof 
Portland,    the   Englifli    ambaflfador    at    Paris  \ 
Count  Tollard  afterwards  made  propofa!s   o&  the 
fame  fubjed  to  king  William,  and  Monfieur  Bon- 
April,      repos  to  the  States  gt  the  Hague,  and  even  ipeci^ 
fie^  the  particular  conditions,  apon  which  their 
mafter  wasdifpofedto  enter  into  a  treaty  fordivid* 


^  happen  to  du  n§Wf  /q  that  mtafuru  muft  he  talen  m  comfifmeaee,^ 
Ibid.  p.  347. 

^<  Agreeably  to  this  confiitutiorii  it  is  impofEble  to  get  the 
^  parliament  to  confent  to  grant  any  mon^on  an  ancertainiyi 
*'  or  for  a  future  time  ;  (b  that  I  can  do  nothiog  retatire  to  tiat* 
<^  and  God  knows  whether  I  fliali  not  be  obliged  to  rednce  more 
**  uoop8»  conformably  to  the  firft  idea  of  paniameot.**    ibid. 

s  Hardwlcke'a  CoUedion^i  toI.  ii«  p.  335.  34a. 


ing 
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iBg  the  dominions  of  ^pain  *.    When  thefe  wereCH  A  f. 
more  fully  digefted  and  reduced  to  form,  the  king    ^^* 
communicated  them  to  fecretary  Vernon  by  the  "^ZjT^"' 
earl  of' Portland,  and   he  wrpte  a  letterivithhi8i5thADf. 
own-  hand  to  lord  Somers,  defiring  his  opinion  and 
advice  upon  the  fubjed  of  them.     It  is,  however, ' 
material  to  obferve,  that,  as  the  treaty  was  figned 
in  the  name  of  William,  before  he  received  lord 
Somers's  anfwer,  this  meafure  could  not  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  influence  of  that  nobleman,  nor  to 
thofe  with  whom  he  confulted  upon  his  having  re- 
ceived the  king's  letter  \ 

Though 

^  From  a  critical  perufal  of  the  fereral  letters  which  were 
written  by  king  Wiliiam  to  PenHonarv  Heinfiosy  upon  the  Tub- 
jcA  of  the  partition,  treaty,  it  eridenuy  appears,  that  the  propo- 
fal  of  it  came  from  Lewis.  Hardwicke*s  Collections,  vol.  iL 
p.  3 33*4-59  342*  '^^^  William  entered  into  it  with  diffidence, 
and  proceeded  with  the  moft  cautious  fieps,  and  that  he  was 
well  aware  of  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  which  attended  it  ^ 
but  that  thefe  were  outweighed  by  a  conviAion  of  the  impor-^ 
tance  of  the  advantages,  which  England  and  Holland  wonldpro* 
bably  derive  from  it :  that  in  no  (lage  of  the  bufinefs  was  h^  ever 
furprifed  or  over-reached  by  the  crsLfcioeft  of  Lewis ;  a  reproach^ 
which  fome  of  his  friends,  ignorant  of  the  vouchers  lately  pub- 
liHied  with  refped  to  that  traofadtion,  have  too  haflily  admitted! 
Ibid.  p.  539.  line  12.  p.  341. 1-  19.  p«36i.  1.  16.  &c.  Tofum 
up  all,  in  the  concife  and  judicious  remark  of  lord  Hardwicke^ 
who  has  favoured  the  world  with  the  publication  of  thefe  letters  : 
**  Though  the  partition  treaty  ended  unfortunately,  and  dif- 
**  pleafed  all  parties^  the  difinterefted  and  upright  intentions  of 
'*  king  William,  in  promoting  it,  are  fuAiciently  apparent  from 
"  the&  papers.  Strong  feoie,  and  an  extenfive  view  of  tbein- 
**  teref!s  of  Europe,  particularly  thofe  of  the  countries  he  go« 
^'verned,  aie  no  le(s  difcernible,  and  will  do  honour  to  the 
y  memory  of  a  prince,  who,  with  all  his  defe^,  deferves  the  . 
'*  veneration  of  every  good  Englifhman/'  Hardwicke's  Colltc* 
tions,  vol.  ii.  p.  333. 

'  The  treaty  was  figncd  on  the  19th  of  Auguft  1698.  Lord 
Somers*s  letter  was  dated  on  the  28th  of  Anguft,  I'he  fubjed 
of  the  treaty  was  communicated  by  lord  Somen  to  the  duke  of 
^brewibury,  lord  Oxfordf  Mr.  Montague,  and  Mr.  Vernon ; 

fo 
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Thovigli  tbis  treaty  pwr^id  abortive^  by  the  prc^ 
idature  death  of  the  eie&orai  prince  of  Bavaria, 
yet  every  motive,  whicli  induoed  the  ooaetading 
powers  to  agr^  to  it,  (Htl  fiibfided,  and  denied 
addititMial  force  ftom  the  political  fituadion  of 
France  and  £ngland.  The  vigtlanoe  and  ioipor^ 
^^ekao-  tHi^y  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  in  fupport  of  die 
nl  prince  cUfanof  her  brother  the  empetWy  operated^  ^di 
of  Bavaria,  yifibte  fiiccefs,  npon  the  temper  and  coonfida  «f  her 
^^^^  hnfbaskl.  While  the  Germans  were  admitted  into 
^^^"  Gatalbnift,  that  th^  might  have  the  advantage  of 
being  upon  the  fpot  when  die  dipoae  €(£  Spam 
ftonld  become  vacant,  the  French  ambaflador  wa$ 
hardly  permitted  to  converfe  with  the  miniften 
npon  bulinefs ;  and  was  coldly  received  l>y  the 
mobility  and  attendants  of  the  cour^  The  ibong 
difgnftt  entextaiafdagainftl-ewit,  wais  aggravated 
by  the  news  of  the  partxtaon  treaty,  vfakfa  vasa 
moTtification  to  the  fedmg,  and  ah  infek  to  the 
authoidtyt  of  the  Spaoifh  monardh.  la  fuCh  cir- 
ctlmftance^  it  would  havie  been  ia  vain  to  have 
entered  mto  competition  with  the  empwor,  Ibrdfte 
favour  of  that  courts  or  the  future  fucceffian  to 
that  (kingdom  *•  At  the  lame  perioi^  the  difcon- 
teats  of  the  EngJifii  nadon,  the  unpopulanty  of 
<he  king,  and  the  turbulent  (pirtt  ai  Us  parlia* 


db' that  lord  SomeivV letter*  in  .anfiiMrte^ng  W4Iiaai*a»  aof 
1w  coniideredas/COBiamiBg  tbeir  joiiitfeDamcats. 

The^irincipal  antcks  of  the  Scft  partitiQa  ^r^Mv  Misrc,  that 
.«he  kingdom  of  i^aples  aod  Sidly,  wifthjall  the  fJaqsa  dincad* 
iag  .upon  the  Spaotfii  monarchy  fiiu^^ted  on  die-«oah4>f  Tnkaoj, 
^r  the  adjacent  ifles  ;'  aqd  Ukewife  ail.piaoet  on  ^eFreoch&k 
of  the  Pyrenees,  or  the  other  mountains  of  Naisane»  Olaaai 
;£c(bay,  oa  the  other  fide  of  the  prokinpc  of  Q«)p|iics%  ihoald 
"begiveir  to  tlie' dauphin,  inoonfideratipf^of  hi*right«  Thatche 
•crown  of  Spain,  'Ssd  all  the  .ochier  provincts  AMo^giq^  to  it, 
finuiid  defirend.to  theeleAorll  pnoce  of  iBnyaii^* 

•  Torcy,  fol.  I.  1698.    • 

me^t, 
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metit^  vcie  ftill  iiicre&fi»g«    Not  oalf  ihe  asnytCH"^  I^^ 
but  the  nayal  eftabUfiiBicm  waa  vedoced :   The  in*  .  ^^* 
ternal  ioflu^vce  of  the  crawjii  and  the  perfbnal 
authority  of  William,  were  diminiihed  by  that 
freedom  of  fpeech,  txrith  which  his  condu&  and 
meafitrea  were  censured  by  the  oppofition  in  the 
houfe  of  commons ;  while,  in  the  coevle  of  do^ 
bates  in  both  houfes,  the  naoie  of  Lewis  began  to 
be  iatrodttced  with  great  tcfpcdt ;  land  fome  did 
not  fcruple  to  declare  it  as  their  opinion^  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  iadiSerence  to  England,  whether 
a  French  or  German  prince  fhould  fill  the  throne 
of  Spain  ^.     Whatever  might  be  the  cafe  with  re^* 
gard  to  England,  yet,    certainly^  with  Holland 
the  altetnative  was  widely  different ;  atnd  her  inte* 
reft,  aa  might  be  expeded,  ftrongly  inflioenced  the 
refbhitions  and  mrafiires  of  WiUiam.     /I  fecomd  Second 
partition  treaty  was  therefore  fet  on  foot,  foon  P'^nitioii 
after  the  death  of  the  eledoral  prince  of  Bavaria  ;  ^^^^^Y* 
and  though  retarded  by  the  irrefolute^  dilatory  con<* 
doft  of  the  emperor^  who  refifled  every  ixi\ritation 
to  have  any  part  in  it,  was  at  iad  iigned  by  I«xwis^ 
WiRiam,  and  the  States  '  ^ 

The  Irench  kii^,  we  may  beKeve  from  «he  ctr^ 
cumftances  above  mentioned,  was  no  lefs  iioceoe 

*  Tindal,  tqA.  w.  p.  6$^ 

'^  This  treaty  was  (igned  at  London  od  the  si  A  of  Fe<Mi»* 
arvy  asd  at  tbe  Hague  25th  March»  1700.  By  k  the  kingdom 
Qt  Napfes  and  Sioiiy  ivos  given  to  the  daaphm,  and  alfo  tIk:  i(K 
amb  upon  the  Italian  coail  belonging  to  Spain^  the  city  ^nd  mar* 
qiniateof  Finali  and  the  province  of  Gotpnfeoa.  The  dochicv 
of  Lorrsm  and  Barr  were  alfo  to  be  adjoined  to  the  kingdom  of 
France^  for  which  the  duke  of  Lorratn  was  to  recerte  Mttam' 
The  archduke  Charles  was  to  be  heir  to  the  kingdom  o£  Spam 
aadaU'tbe^ntmnces  belongtng to k^  oot  of,  «xl in  Earopct  with 
the  eacceptiont  aboi«  metnioned.  Three  months  were  allowed 
for  the  emperor  to  accede  to  this  treaty.  The  caroeft  defire  of 
liowiifer  obtaining  Lorrain,  feems to  hare  beenthe oaole of'hif 
confemiBg  to  raift  a  fon  of  the  emperor  to  tfaetlifoseof  Spin, 
Hardwicke's  Col.  toI.  il.  p.  5^. 

ia 
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C  H  A  P.  in  this  fecoad  treaty,  than  he  had  been  in  the  firft. 
XX.    ](  ^2is  impodible  to  render  effectual  the  fucceffion 
i7oo^  of  the  dauphin,  or  any  of  his  family,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  will  of  Philip  the  fourth,  enforced  by 
England,  Holland,  and  the  Empire.     So  anxious 
was*^  Lewis  to  accomplifh  this  treaty,  that  be  ex- 
prefled  great  impatience  upon  William*s  delaying 
his  fignature ;  and,  inftead  of  forming  any  fcheme 
to  over-reach  him,  was  uneafy  left  he  fhould  recede 
from  the  terms  already  agreed  to«     It  is  true,  ai 
the  fame  time,  that  the  former,  famiiiarifed  to 
double  dealing,  though  he  folicited  this  treaty  with 
the  purpofe  of  aidhering  to  it,  wi(hed  to  make  h 
the  inftrument  of  a  feparation  between  England 
and  Germany  ;  but  this  crafty  defign  did  not  et 
cape  the  alert  penetration  of  William,  who  guard* 
*  ed  againft  it  with  the  wifeft  precaution  "•     After 
this  treaty  was  figned,  a  combination  of  circum- 
ftances  reconciled  the  inclinations  of  the  court  and 
the  people  of  Spain  to  the  fucceffion  of  a  fon  of 
France,  and  awakened  the  ambition  of  Lewis ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  undoubtedly  tended 
td  extenuate,  if  not  to  remove,  the  charM  of  his 
injuftice  and  treachery,  in  departing  from  the 
treaty. 

' '  The  caution  and  penetratioQ  of  Wiliiam  appear  from  fbe 
followiog  expre(iioo3  in  his  letters  to  Heinfias  : 

**  The  greateft  bardfhip  that  appean  to  me  in  this  bnfiocls,  i$9 
**  the  litde  reliance  to  be  made  on  engagements  with  Freoce ; 
^  *'  and  her  power  will  be  thereby  fo  much  the  more  confiderable, 

'*  that  (he  will  be  at  liberty  to  pay  jaft  as  much  regard  Co  the  tre^- 
**  ties  as  may  fuit  her  conTeoience,  of  which  we  ha?e  had  too 
••  much  experience."    April  i,  1^8.     Hardwicke's  Col.  vol* 
lii.  p.  339. 

''  1  am  enureiy  of  your  opiniooi  that  this  inteaded  aofwer  of 
**  France  is  only,  by  making  the  negociatioo  public,  to  pre&  us 
**  fo  much  ihe  more  to  a  condufion,  without  the  emperor's  to- 
*'  ter?etition ;  and  that  France's  prefeot  obje£l»  according  to  my 
'« judgment)  is  to  feparate  us  by  that  means  from  that  paity." 
Sept.  I9»  1699.    Ibid.  f.  378. 

The 
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The  news  of  the  fecoad  partition  treaty. excited "^  M  AH. 
a  general  indignation  among  the  Spaniards.     The    ,^*  _, 
king  was  enraged  at  the  contempt  and  indignity    g-^^ 
thrown  upon  him,  by  the  interference  of  thofe  General 
princes,  who  had.  prefumed  to  divide  and  parcel  ^Q^igi^* 
his  dominions,  as  appeared   moft  convenient  for  ^"  ^^ 
themfclves,  without  bis  advice  or  participation,  y^nhear- 
Every  fubjed  of  Spain  felt  thefhame  of  confcioustagoftbe 
degradation,   in  the  approaching  marming  andP^^^^"^ 
breaking  of  that  empire,  of  which  he  was  a  mem-*'***^* 
ber.     Under  this  impreiQon,  the  claim,  founded 
upon  lineal   defcent,  became  more   ftriking  and 
forcible,  while  wills  and  renunciations  appeared 
violent  infradions  of  the  rights  of  nature,  and 
the  rules  of  fucceflion  adopted  by  every  civilized*, 
fiate.     The  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power, 
the  only  apology  for  the  officious  interpofition  of 
foreign  ftates,  was  a  principle  too  refined  for  po- 
pular apprehenfion ;  and  the  confequences^  of  it 
but  little  interefting  to  thofe,  who,  however  much 
the  fecurity  of  other  governments  might  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  treaty,  weie  themfelves  to  fink  in  the 
fcaleof  enapire.    Superiority  of  (Irength  concur- The  fcnti. 
red,  with  the  claim  of  right,  to  make  the  fu^eds  '"5?^*  ^ 
of  ^pain  wifli  for  the  alliance  of  France  j  and  in^i^^ 
proportion  as  that  power  had   been  formidable  become 
when  direded  againft  them,  it  appeared  a  more  ("ore  fa- 
defirable  fourceof  proteflion,  and  the  more  capa-!^^^^ 
ble  of  averting  the  difgrace  and  f uin,  with  which  "* 

they  were  threatened.     The  guilt  of  Lewis,  in  , 

being  accelfary  to  this  treaty,  wa&  alleviated  by  the 
moderation  he  difcovered,  in  controlling  thofe 
ample  claims  which  he  was  entitled  to  pre^r,  un- 
der the  right  of  lineal  inheritance,  and  by  the 
rules  of  common  juftice.  From  fuch  views,  and 
the  feelings  which  they  excited,  the  refentment  of 

Spain 
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C  H  A  F.  Sjpaiii  yn9  gndually  witbdrawn  from  France,  aad 
.^Jf^j,^  transfer? cd  cotirety  to  Enghtiid  and  Holland  •  *. 
1700.  ^^  ^^  mean  vhile,  tba  comit  Hsftad>,  ibe 
ambaffador  of  the  emperor  tt  Madrid,  t%lked  of 
the  partition  treaty  in  a  manner  that  waa  not  le& 
offenfiv^  to  the  conrt,  than  i|  the  emperor  had 
.  bam  aftually  concerned  ki  it.  He  comptatned  of 
the  injury  done  to  the  apchduke,  and  aimoiuiced 
threats  of  revenge,  as  if  that  prince  had  beoD  al* 
ready  (bated  upon  the  throne  of  Spun  *'«  The 
qaaen  became  now  more  cold  and  referved  to  die 
Germans  ;  their  intereft  declined  apace,  and  the 
m^rit,  which  the  emperor  expelled  to  derive  from 
keeping  aloof  from  die  treaty,  was  effaced  by  his 
eonfident  and  indelicate  andcipation  ^  the  crown, 
and  the  haughty  demeanonr  <^  bia  ambaflador. 
The  overbearing  manners  of  the  Gemaas  m  Ca- 
tatonia became  every  day  more  di%uftiiig  to  the 
people ;  and,  at  )aft,  excited  a  general  aTerfion 
from  any  nearer  alliance  with  a  nadon,  wbo(e  in' 
folence  and  oppreffion,  it  was  to  be  feared,  would 
grow  imolerable,  fhould  one  of  their  priocaa  be 
exidted  to  the  thtx>ne.  The  council,  the  nobHsty, 
the  chiarch,  and  the  lavryers,  at  length  all  wdt^ 
in  recommending  a  preference  to  the  cbia  of 
France^  as  moft  confoctant  to  natnrat  juftice,  and 
moft  likely  to  preferve  the  nnity,  the  dignity,  and 
the  peace,  of  the  Spaaifli  empire.  The  diftrefsof 
tkeking,  arifmgfrom  bodily  infirmity  and  difeafe, 
was  daily  increafed  by  the  emotions  of  fear,  angier, 
refentment,  and  the  fluftaating  refolntioiis  of  a 
weak  and  difturbed  mind.  It  feemed  impofiUe, 
by  amy  defi^nation  of  his  dominions,  to  gratify  all 
the  d^erent  refentments  ^vrfdeh  the  treaty  exdted ; 


■»  ToTOf,  voL  i.   f69f. 
«'  Ibid. 

and 
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and  to  unite  die  incHoations  of  his  people,  theC  H  A  P. 
defire  of  his  queen,  and  the  future  glory  of  his    ^^• 
dominions.     He  confuUed  theologians,  civilians,  ^^^^^ 
the  neareft  relations  of  the  royal  family  i  but  ftill 
remained  wavering  and  undetermined.     A  predo- 
minant fuperftition,  augmented  by   the  n^ar  and 
awful  profped  of  death,  difpofed  him  to  indulge 
the  hope  of  obtaining  mental  repofe,  perhaps,  of 
providing  fome   (lock  of  merit,  by  Surrendering 
his  turill  to  the  dictates  of  the  higheft  facred  autho- 
rity.    He  confulted  pope  Innocent  the  Twelfth, 
who  prudently  gave  his  fandi<m  to  that  deftination 
of  the  territories'  of  Spain,  which  enfured  appro- 
bation and  fuccefs,  from  the  fupport  of*  all  claifes 
of  men  in  that  kingdom,  and  which  was  moil 
Hkelyto  enlarge  his  ecclefiafttcal  domination  '  ^.  Death  and 
Charles  the  Second  of  Snain  made  a  will,  on  the  will  of  the 
fecond  of  O&ober  one  thoufand  feven  hundred,^*"?  ^^ 
bequeathing  his  whole  dominions  to  the  duke  of  ^*'°* 
Anjou,  fecond  fon  of  the  Dauphin,  and  died  on 
the  firft  of  November  following. 

The  king  of  France,  with  a  prudUh  indifference^ 
affefted  to  hefitate  about  accepting  the  will,  and 
at  laft  profeffed  to  refer  himfelf  to  the  uninflu-  ^^^^  ^^"^^ 
eaced  advice  of  his  council.     Independent  of  fuch 
authority,  there  were  not  wanting  fpecious  argu- 
ments for  accepting  it,  and  fuch  as  certainly  ren-q.^^ 
dered  the  conduct  of  Lewis,  in  this  affair,  moreprench 
excufable,  than  if  the  fole  alternative  had  been  his  king 
adherence  to  the  partition  treaty.     But  this  was  *^.^^I^»^^« 
not  the  cafe.     T-he  profeffed  objeft  of  the  treaty^ 
was  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power  among  the 
weftern  kingdoms  of  Europe ;  and   to  eftablifli 
their  prefent  peace  and  future  independence.     Byuj^j.^^^ 
a  daufe  in  the  kkig  of  Spain's  will,  the  treaty  offons  for  it. 

■♦  T«fcy,  T0I.  i;  16^9,  170c;. 

U  u  partition 
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^•^J^P- partition  was  rendered  inadequate  to  this  end  »  un- 
^^^^^^^^.^  lefs  it  had  obtained  the  .concurrence  of  the  empc- 
J700.  T^r-     For  it  was  exprefsly    provided,  that,  if  the 
king  of  France  declined  to  take  advantage  of  the 
will  in  behalf  of  his  grandfon,  the  domiaions  of 
Spain,  undivided,  fhouid  defcend  to  the  archduke 
Charles,  the  fecond  fon  of  Leopold.     As  he  had 
not  acceded  to  the  treaty,  there  was  no  bar  to  hi* 
claiming  the  benefit  of  the  will  to  his  family  ;  and 
fuch  a  claim  was   incompatible  with  the  plan  and 
'      articles  of  the  treaty.     The  balance  of  power,  it 
was  obferved,  would  be  overfet  by  fuch  an  addition 
of  territory  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria :  whereas  it 
was  aflerted,  that  it  would  not   be  moved   by  toe 
fucceffion  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  whofe  family,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  naturalized    in  Spaio, 
would  grow  as  indifferent  to  the  peculiar  interefls 
of  France,  as  if  not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  Bour- 
bon had  flowed  in  their  veins*     The  queftion  norr 
afTumed  a  different  form  ;  it  was  not,  whether  the 
will  of  the  king,  of  Spain,  or  the  partition  treaty, 
fliould  take  place  ?  But  it  was,  whether  the  arch- 
duke Charles,  or  the  duke  of  Anjou,  fhouid  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  crown  and  the  entire  empire  of  Spain? 
None  of  the  princes   of  Europe,  except  the  king 
of  Portugal  and  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  had  accedd 
to  the  treaty  ;  and  therefore  were  not  bound  to 
enforce  the  obfervaiice  of  it,  if  the  parties  more 
immediately  concerned  fhouid  difagree.     Confider- 
ing  the  irreconcilable  politics  of  the  princes,  nearlj 
or  remotely  interefled  in  the  Spanifh   fuccefEon, 
war  feemed  to  be  unavoidable  ;  and  the  only  alter- 
native, left  to  the  choice  of  France,  was,  whether 
fhe  would  adhere  to  the  will,  affifted  by  the  whole 
force  of  Spain,  in  cafe  it  fhouid  be  controverted 
or  oppofed  bv  other  powers ;  or  whether  fhe  would 
fight  againli  the  emperor  and  Sp^iin  united,  for, 

compara- 
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comparatively,  a  fmall  portion  of  territory.    Thus,  CHAP, 
when  the  merits  of  the  caufe  were^  impartially  dif-* ;  ^^ 
cuffed,  it  appeared,  that  there  was  will  againll  will ;     ^^^^ 
but  the  natural  and  inextinguifliable  claim  of  he- 
reditary right  was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  France*  * 
Lewis  even  boafted  of  his  moderation  in  renounc- 
ing the  treaty,  by  which  his  own  dominions  would 
have  been  extended^  rather  than  to  occafion  a  war, 
which  would  involve  all  £urope  in  horror  and  de« 
foiation  ' ' . 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  arguments  and 
expoftulations  contained  in  the  memorials,  tranf- 
mitted  t)y- Lewis  and  his  grandfpn  to  the  fever al 
courts  of  Europe.  The  eiiperor  declared  both 
againft  the  treaty  and  the  will :  the  States  General 
remonftrated  againft  the  meafures  taken  by  France, 
for  carrying  the  will  into  execution  ;  and  de- 
clined, at  firft,  to  acknowledge  the  duke  of  Anjou 
as  king  of  Spain,  under  the  pretext  of  confulting 
the  feveral  provinces  and  cities  united  with  them. 
To  the  king  of  England  alone,  no  immediate  noti- 
fication was  made  of  the  acceilion  of  the  duke  of 
Anjou  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  as  if  it  had  been 
intended  to  detach  the  States  from  his  counfels,  and 
to  ,  remoye  the  opportunity  of  his  interference, 
which  they  knew  would  prove  adverfe'  to  their 
wiflies  '\ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  preparations  and  mea-  ^^  ^^j^^^ 
fares  of  the  court  of  France,  for  eftablifliing  the  meafures 
duke  of  Anjou  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  were  car-  for  eftab- 
ried  on  with  expedition  and  vigour,  and  became  l»^»ng  h  1 
every  day  more  formidable  to   their  neighbours,  fn^^the^** 

throne  of 
■^   Memorial  for  his  Chriftian   Mdjcfty,    4th   D:c.    X7<5<.  Spain. 
Somers's  CoUe^ion,  vol.  viii.  p    275. 

*^  Some  hidorians  impute  this  omifHon  to  the  deii(e  of  the  ^ 
new  king  of  Spain,  who,  in  the  z^al  of  his  friendHiip  for  Jamtt, 
had  promifed  that  he  never  would  ackaowicdge  any  other  king  ^f 
ILnglaodv     Burnet,  1701.  « 

U  u  a  The 
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•C  H  A  P.  The  new  fckg  kft  Frence-witb  a  fpleniid  Kdase, 
^  ^^     a&d  eintered  into  hts  doimnioas  on  the  faimh  ci 
,-^     December   ofie  thoufaad   fe^en  hundred.    Tke 
troops  of  France  were  introduced  into  the  Spuiii 
garrifon^  in  the  Netherlands  and  Italy  ;  and  be: 
fleets  were  fent  to   C^iz  and  the   Weft  Indki. 
Lewis  entered  into  treaties  with  the  kiiig  of  Por- 
tugal, the  duke  of  Savoy»  the  duke  of  Mantm, 
and  feveral  of  the  princes  in  Oermany  '  ^.    He 
chaftifed  the  Dutch  for  their  indetermined  cQoduc, 
by  making  prifoners  of  all  their  troops,  whkli 
were  ftationed  in  the  garriibns  of  tl^  Sp$n^ 
Netherlands  *  • .    Unprepared  for  war,  while  they 
were  threatened  with  an  immediate  invafioa  bj 
the  united  forces  of  two  potent  kingdoms,  tk 
States  were  cpmpelled  to  adopt  the  refohitioa  d 
writing  a  letter   to   Lewis,   acknpwle(%ii^  kii 
grandion  king  of  Spain  ' '. 
The  fifth       Such  was  the  (late  of  Durope  at  opening  tbe 
parliament  fifth  parliament  of  William,  on  the  tenth  daj  oi 

meets.      February  one  thoufand  (even  hundred  aad  one  * '. 

1701.  ' 

?7  Torcy,  vol.  1.  1700. 

'  *  The  States,  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick»  were  ptnrihted 
to  keep  pofTefllon  of  fome  of  the  Spanilh  towns  fn  I'lttiier^  fa 
A  con(iderab)e  debt  Mfhich  the  crowo  oufed  ttietn.  TIk  ki»g«« 
France  o^ered  to  the  eouticil  of  S\ma  ttt  piy  the  m9o^»  dar 
they  might  be  freed  from  the  Dutch  troops. 

•«^  Cole,  Burnet,   1701. 

***  The  commons  mdde  choice  rf  Mr.  ILnley  to  be  rise- 
(peaker,  which  w«ts  cen^dered  ^  evidence -of  Ms  bnog  csiirej 
demoted  to*  the  rntercfls  of  the  tpriet.  He  was  doCcesiied  fn>^ 
H  family  which  had  been  emiaeot  amooc  the  pre&yterianst  \*i 
educated  in  that  religion,  and  originaUy  connefled  with  tht 
•whig?,  who  Imputed  his  defertion  to  "ambmoti,  becaofe  *" 
thought  he  was  not  enough  confidcred.!)^  thtmh    Tiadali  tj. 

»¥.  p.    »^f. 

Mr.  H^?ey  acknowledges  YmaSdf  t^  baiFe  been  on^tmSff ' 
^tttorg^  and  tobave  gone  over  to  tbecoriec,  becaufethe  vlii«s^.' 
•defeated  thef^rtocipl^  «vhich  they  pm£eikd,  and  the  ivies  t^-'- 
affumedthtfin.  Faults  «a.botii^^cd«i.  tenera'CoUoAtoai,^ 
XV.  p.  291. 

I  hr»; 
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I  kave  entered  mofe  mmuteiy  into  lli^e  ciroum*CH  A  R ' 
R:afLccs:  of  the  partition  trealy,  not  only  on  ao-  ^^^^i,^ 
count  of  its  connexion  with  the  interior  poKcj  of    ^J^^^ 
England  at  that  period,  hut  on  account  of  its  glv^^ 
ing  rife  to  a  vrar^  the  mod   extenfive  and  iiuesroiU 
ing  ;  and  producing  poHtical  siflbciajtiom,  which 
ftill  continue  materially  to  affeA  the  condition  c^ 
our  own  country,  and  of  foreign  ftate&. 

The  firft  proceedings  of  parliament  afforded  The whl^ 
DKitter  of  reciprocal  inveflive  and  crimination,  ^d  the 
The  wbigs  were  accufed  with  new  inyentions  of  ^?""  ""5:* 
bribery,  and  the  groffeft  afts  of  corruption  ;  while  upbraid  ' 
they  compialtied,  in  their  turn,  that  a  partial  ma^  each  ether 
jority   overlooked  evidence,   which  would  have  ^>^h  cor. 
fixed  the  guilt,  malicioufly  imputed  to  them,  upon  "^"P^'®"- 
their  adverfaries  }  and,  in  order  to  exprefs  their 
derifion  of  the  affected  purity  of  the  tories,   it 
was  remarked,    that  fir  Edward  Seymour,,  who 
had  himfelf  fuperintended  corruption  under  dif- 
ferent  princes,    and   in  fucceeding  parliaments, 
was  now  the  moft  a&iva  inftrument  in  ei&pofmg 
it  'j  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  b6ufd  for  bis 
fcrvices*'. 

Some  of  the  whig  hiftorians  have  affbrted^  that 

a  defign  was  formed  by  the  tories  to  open  the  bii- 

finefs,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  with  an  addrefs 

to  the  king,  praying  him  to  acknowledge  the  duke 

of  Anjou  as  rightful  king  of  Spain  ^  ^.     Diftruft- 

ful,   however,  of  the  information  of  party,  we 

ought  to  found  our  opinions  upon  fa£k$  which 

cannot  deceive.     Relying  upon  them,  we  ftiall 

find  fomewhat  to  commend,  and  enough  to  cen- 

fure,    in  the  conduft  of  the  tories  during  this 

fefiion  of  parliament^  without  adopting  ekher  the 

extravagant  panegyrics,  of  their  friends,   or  the 

Vinfonndcd  fufpicJons  fuggefted  by  theii  antago- 

*»  Ralph,  Tol.  U,  p  921&.         '-  IJarnct,  Tind^i. 

nifls. 
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'cMAP.  nifts.  '  Fortunate,  however,  they  certainly  were,  | 
1  y^  i  i^  being  placed  at  the  hehn  of  power,  'when  thcj 
1701.  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  profecuting  meafures, 
which. effentially  contributed  to  the  profperityof 
their  country,  at  that  period,  and  in  future  ages; 
and  which,  perhaps,  they  could  not  have  neglcd* 
ed,  without  lofmg  for  ever  all  credit  for  fidelity 
and  patriotifm. 

The  klYig  mentioned  the  death  of  the  duke  c: 
Gloucefter  in  his  fpeech  to  parliament,  and  re- 
commended  in  general  fuch  meafures  as  would  be 
moft  conducive  to  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  Eng- 
land, the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religicr, 
and  the  peace  of  Europe.      The  commons,  in 
their  addrefs  to  the  throne,  promifed  to  take  fuch 
-meafures  as  might  heft  conduce  to  the  objeds  re- 
commended by  his    majefty.      A   divifion  took 
place  upon   the  article  relative  to  the  })eace  ci 
.Europe;    but  it  was  carried  by  a   coniiderabte 
majority*^. 
Embar-        William  had  now  a  difficult  part  to  ad.    He 
'^?Mr*    was  fecretly  provoked  at  the  violation  of  the  par- 
tition  treaty :    he  dreaded,  more  than  ever,  the 
enlargement  of  the  power  of  France  by  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  the  Spaniih  monarchy  ;    and   he  vu 
,perfuaded,    that  the  only  method  of  preventing 
this,   was  a  new  league  between  England,   the 
Empire  and  the  States.     To  the  few  to  whom  he 
Could  fafely  unbofom  himfelf,  he  did  not  fcrupic 
to  cxprefs  his  folicitude  about  obtaining  the  cob- 
fent  of  the  Britifli  parliament  to  a  war  ^  ^.    But 

fuch 

•'  Journ.  Commansy  li^th  February. 

*♦  ••  It  is  the  utmjit  mortification  to  mc  in  this  importirt 

**  affair,  that   I  can  pot  a^  with  the  vigour. which   is  reijui//f'-, 

•  «*  and  fet  a  good  example  ;  but  the  republic  moll  do  it,  dud  1 

••  will  engage  people  here,  by  a  prudent  condudt,  by  degree:. 

•*  and  without  their  perceiving  it," 
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fuch  was  his  experiencis  of  the  humour  of  the  C  H  A  P. 
nation,  and  his  diftruft  of  every  party,  that  an  i^'v 
open  declaration  of  his  opinion  would  only  have     ,«q, 
tended    to    obftrud   his   purpofe.      He   affefted 
therefore,  at  this  time,  an  indifference  with  ref- 
peft  to  public  meafures,  rather  difcouraging  to 
his  befl  friends,  who  began  to  think,  that  indo<^ 
lence,  increafing  with  bodily  infirmity,  and  the 
repeated  aflFronts  he  had  received  from  bppofition, 
had  at  length  wearied  out  bis  adive  fpirit,  and 
extinguiihed  that  patriotic  flame,  which  had  for- 
merly fignalized  his  character  and  captivated  the 
admiration  of  Europe  *  ^ .     The  patriotic  flame, 
though  covered  for  a  feafon,  flill  burned  with  un- 
abated' ardour,  and  his  adive  fpirit,  though  re- 
ftrained  by  the  didates  of  prudence,  was  ready 
to  (hew  itt'elf  upon  the  firfV  opportunity  of  ufeful 
exertion.     Having  often  experienced  unexpefted-EyeMs  fa- 
viciflitudes  of  fortune,  he  trufled  that  fome  happy  vourable 
incident  might  yet  awaken  a  jealoufy  of  France  ;  J?.**'^  P^* 
and,  in  the  moft  effeftual   manner,    accomplifh  ^"^^  ^' 
thofe  objefts,  which  he  believed  to  be  moft  con- 
ducive to  the  intereft  of  Europe.     In  this  expec- 
tation he  was  not  difappoihted.     By  an  event, 
which  happened  at  the  beginning  of  this  fefTion, 
the  whole  train  of  public  meafures  tended  to  pave 
the  way  to  a  new  continental  alliance ;    and  by 
the  death  of  James,  which  occurred  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  months  after,  both  the  alliance  and.  the 
war  were  carried  into  cflfefl:,  by  the  importunate, 

*'  If  I  followed  my  own  inclination  and  opinioo,  I  (hould 
**  hate  fcnt  to  all  courts,  to  incite  th«ni  to  vigour;  but  it  Is  not 
*<  becoming,  as  I  cannot  fet  a  good  example,  and  I  fear  doing  , 

»•  more  harm  than  good  ;  not  being  able  to  play  any  other  gamfe 
**  with  chcfc  people,  than  engaging  them  imperceptibly/*  Ex- 
tra^s  from  William's  Letter  to  Hcidiu8.  Hardwicke's  CoUec- 
lions,  vol.  ii.  p.  394,  395. 

»»  Tindal,  vol.  iv.  note,  p.  320. 

and 
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CHAP* and  almoft  naanimous  defire  of  the  people  of 
^  ^^_  Eogland. 

,^^i^        The  firft  of  tbefe  incidents  now  comet  under 
A  letter    ^^^  coiilxderation,  according  to  tbe  exa£t  order  of 
from  lord  time.    The  lame  day  the  king  received  theaddrefo 
Melfort^  of   the  commons,   he  communicated,    to  both 
^°ted  to*'  ^^^^^  ^  parliament,  an  intercepted  lettor  from 
^riia-  ^    the  e?rl  of  Melfort  to  his  brother  the  duke  of 
teeDt ;     Ferth,  which  difcovered  danger  more  immitient 
and  alarming  to  England^  than  what  was  appre- 
hended merely  from  tbe  late  encreafe  of   the 
French  power.    The  earl  of  Melfort  defcribes  the 
preparations  for  war  carrying  forward  in  France^ 
the  ftrength  of  her  fleet  and  other  circumftances, 
which  rendered  the  prefent  juntture  moft  favomr* 
able  for  the  reftoration  of  James.    But,   what 
above  all  made  an  impreifion  agreeably  to  die 
views  of  William,  be  mentions  how  mncb  their 
hopes  of  faccefs  were  cheriibed  by  the  defmcetels 
ftate  of  England,    and  tbe  delays  and  debates 
which  mud  take  ptac^  before  (he  could  be  in  a 
condition  to  ad,    if  fhe  had  the  inclination  to 

;doit*^  '• 

effeas  of      The  fabjed  of  this  letter  fpread   an  imioe* 

It  upon     diate  alarm   among   the  people,    excited  a  vi- 

***r  ^Tth  S^^'^^  jcaloufy  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament^ 

ycofle,  ^*n^  conftrained  the  minifters  to  turn  the  courfe 

of  thcif  mcafores  towards  war  and  foreign  poll- 

titt.      Every   delay   in   bufmefs,    every  debate^ 

which  appeared  extraneous  or  prolix,  was  confi- 

.    dered  as  a  progreffive  fulfilment  of  the  hopes  ex- 

preffed  by  Mefforr,  itnd  a  compliance  with  that 

plan,  which  was  carried  on  by  a  malignant  fac« 

tipn  at  home,  in  concert  vvitb  ^he  natural  enemies 

of  ihtit  country/   Thefe  apprehenfions  were  the 

imore  confirmed  by  the  rumour  of  a  French  plot ; 

*^  Journ.  CommoDs^    i7tB  February. 

printed 
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>rmted  accounts  of  ^vbich   were  now  bawkddCHA^P. 
ibovit   in  tbe  fkrcets  of  all  fihe  moft  confideraUe  ^^^i 
o\!7Ti8  in  England  *^.  iToIT' 

The  French  mmifter,  de  Torcy^  complained  to 
lOtd  Manchefter  of  thefe  proceed ings^  as  tending 
to  engender  animoiity  between  tbe  two  kmgpdoms^ 
Tht^  complaint  produced  an  inveiligation  of  evi^^ 
dence,  and  terminated  in  conPirmtng  tbe  autben« 
ticity  of  Melfbrt's  letter ;  nor  could  the  alarm 
which  it  excitoi  be  allayed  by  tbe  French  king's^ 
open  'di£zvowal  of  all  connexion  with  Melfbrf^ 
and  fending  him  into  banifbment  *  ^  * 

The  influence  of  thefe  events  was  confpicucmfr  and  upon 
in  the  refolutions  of  the  colnnkons^  formed  upoii  ^^c  V^^- 
the  confideratioa  of  a  memorial  tranfmitted  by  ***'°*°^ 
the  States  to  king  William.   They  notur  refoWed  M 
addreis  his  majefty^  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
enter  into  fuch  negotiations,  in  concert  with  the 
States  and  other  powers^  as  might  eiFe£tually  coii« 
duCe  to  the  mutual  fafety  of  England  and  Holland, 
and  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  Europe  *  *. 
The  expreflions  in  the  addreis  of  the  lords  was 
ftiU  more  favourable  to  his  wifiies }  for  they  de** 
fired  him  to  enter  into  alliances  with  all  the  princes 
and  States,  who  were  willing  to  unite  for  the  prefer- 
vation of  the  balance  of  Europe  ^ "".    In  confe- 
qtience  of  thefe  addreffes,  propofals  were  tramf- 
mitfced,  by  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  minifters,  to 
the  ccmrt  of  France,  and  reje^ed  on  account  of 
the  extent  of  the  dentands  contained  in  them  ^ '. 
;  '  ^*  The 

*'  Hiftomns;  of  lh«  Times. 

**  hexitrsjof  Mwicbefter  and  Vernon. 

^'  Journ.  ConM&OBs^    20th  FcbriMry. 

'**  Jowrn.  Lords,  131b  February. 

^ '  Ht»  ehFiOtftn  majefty  was  required  ro  withdraw  aU  his 
troops  wkhin  a  (bore  limited  t^me  frooS  the  Spasiih  Netberlsmls, 
aiHi  Bdt  to  be  allowed  afterwards  to  (end  aoy  tbither ;  wl»Le  it 
fhuttld  be  permitted  to  tbe  king  of  Great  firitain,  and  the  States 
jpOBCsal,  to  fend  troops  for  tbe  defence  of  the  Netherlands 
^'  '  whenerer 
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CHAP.      The  fame  fortunate  coincidence  of    external 

^^^^  events  operated. in  acconiplifbing  a  meafure  more 

^  decifively  and  permanently  conducive  to  the  prof- 

Extenfion  Parity  of  Britain,  than  the  alliances  into  which 

of  the  a(ft  (he  was  about  to  enter.     The  death  of  the  duke 

of  fettle-  of  Gloucefter  imprefled  a  general  convi^kxi  of 

"*'**•       the  neceffity  of  extending  the  fucceffion   of  the 

crown  in  the  proteftant  line ;  and  a  Aifptcion  of 

the  tories  being  averfe  to  that  meafure  increafed 

the  public  anxiety  upon  their  being  raifed  to  the 

tdMarch.  adminiftration.     While  they  were  conftraia^d  to 

gratify  the  earneft  expectation .  of  the  people  by 

bringing  in  a  bill  for  entailing  the  crown  upon 

the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  it  was  remarked 

by  their  antagonifts,  that  the  reftridions  and  con- 

ditions,  which  they  propofed,  were  calculated  to 

fruftrate  its  fuccefs  ^  ^.    As  the  fettlement  of  the 

whenever  they  (hould  be  lawfully  required.  This  reqoiCcioo 
was , complained  of  by  the  French  court  aa  aoreafoiuble  ax4 
partial.     Tindal,  vol.  iv,  21 ).  216. 

3*  Burnet.  Thefe  rcftri<5lions  were,  i.  That  whoever  ftall 
hereafter  come  to  the  poffellion  of  the  crown  of  England,  Hull 
jojn  in  comniunioQ  with  the  chqrch  of  England.  2.  That  if 
the  crown  fbould  defcend  tq  a  perfon  who  was  not  a  native  of 
the  kingdom^  the  nation  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  engage  ia 
war  for  the  defence  of  his  foreign  dooiinions*  without  confeot  oi 
parlian^ent.  3.  That  he  ihould  not  go  out  of  the  domiciiods  of 
England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  without  the  confeot  of  parlia- 
ment.  4.  I'hat  all  matters  relating  to  the  government  of  the 
kingdom,  cognizable  in  the  privy  council,  fhould  be  tranfadcd 
there,  and  all  refolutions  taken  thereupon  fhould  be  figned  bj 
fuch  of  the  privy  council  as  adrifed  and  confentcd  tQ  tl^c  f^mc 
5*  That  no  perfon  bora  out  of  the  kingdom  (hould  be  of  the 
privy  council,  or  a  member  of  parliament,  or  enjoy  any  offtce, 
or  have  any  grants  of  lands  from  the  crown  to  himlelf,  or  others 
in  trufl  for  him.  6-  That  no  perfon  who  enjoyed  office  or  pen- 
fion  from  the  crown,  fhould  be  capable  of  ferving  as  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  common.<«.  7  That  the  judges  fbould  hoU 
their  places  during  good  behaviour,  but  might  be  removed  by  aa 
addrefs  from  both  houfes  of  parliament.  8.  That  no  pardon 
under  the  great  feal  be  pleadable  to  an  impeachment  of  the  com* 
mons.    Journ.  Commons,  1 2th  March; 

cfovn 


J>OLITICAL     TRANSACTIONS,  frc.  667 

crown  prcfented  the  moft  favourable  opportunity  CHAP, 
for  introducing  new  limitations  upon  the  prero- ,  }^^^^ 
gative,    by  their  merit  and  tendency,   the  in-    ^^^^^^ 
tentioris  and  fpirit  of  thofe  who  moved  them  mud 
be  tried.     Some  of  them,   undoubtedly,  implied 
a  cenfure  upon  the  condud  of  the   king ;    the 
propriety  of  others  has  been  afcertained,  by  the 
adoption  of  them  at  a  later  period,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  every  party.     There  can  be  little  doubt, 
but  fuch  of  the  tories,  as  adhered  to  the  interefts 
of  the  prineefs  Anne,  gave  their  cordial  fupport 
to  the   extenfion  of  the  ad  of  fettlement.     Her 
immediate  fucceflion,  on  the  demife  of  the  king, 
was  rendered  more  fecure  by  the  fettlement  of  the 
crown  upon  a  proteftant    of  foreign  extradion,    . 
than  if  it  had  been  left  open  to  a  rival ;  who,  if 
entitled,  or  even  likely  to  fucceed  on  the  event  of 
her  death,  might  have  urged  the  claim  of  being 
preferred  to  immediate  poffeffion  upon  the  prin*  - 

ciples  of  expediency  and  juflice  '  '• 

In   the  meafures   now  recited,    the  houfe  of  obJmm- 
commons  afted  in  conformity  to  the  inclinations  tions. 


'  *  The  addi  efs  of  William,  in  availing  himfelf  of  the  in- 
tered  of  the  princefs  Anne  to  bring  about  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
crown  in  the  proteHant  line,  is  thus  dtfcribed  by  a  contempo- 
rary author  :    That  he  might  prevail  with  the  priocefs  Aone  to 
"  agree  to  it,  he  was  not  difpleafed  to  hear  a  rumour  (pread  as 
"  if  he  was  about  to  make  a  ceilion  of  the  crown  to  another. 
*'  He  would  alfo  hold  difcourfe  in  public  concerning  James  and 
"  his  fon,  and  inquire  of  thofe  who  came  from  abroad  concem- 
"  ing  the  parts  and  perfon  of  the  boy,  and  whether  he  was  not 
••  a  prominng  youth.     The  princefs   Anne   hearing  of  thefe 
"  things,  and  fearing  Icfl  king  William  fhoiild  refign  the  king^ 
'*  dom,  and  ref^ore  it  to  king  James  and  his  fon,  eafily  agreed 
''  with  him  about  the  fubflitution  of  heirs  ;  but  this  agreement 
"  was  ncccfrary  to  be  kept  fecrct,  till  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
*'  bers  of  parliament  could  be  known."     Cunningham,  toI.  i. 

of 
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CrtAP.  of  the  court.     Their  caution,    in  not   rnfliing 
^__^^^^  precipitately  into  a  continental  war,  and  tiic  WI 
j<7^j^     of  fuccefSon,  with  a  few  of  the  reftri&iom  an- 
nexed  to  if,  certainly  defcrved  the  gratitude  of 
the   nation.  .   They  difcovcred  uncommoii  diK- 
gence  and  accuracy  in  their  inquiries  conceniing 
the  ftate  of  the  revenue  and  public  accounts,  io 
fupporting  the   credit  of  the  exchequer,  and  h 
having  recourfe  to  every  fair  plan  of  Geconomy 
ifor  relieving  the  burdens  of  the  nation  *  ♦.     Bot 
their  conduct  and  proceedings,  with  refped  to 
the  partition  treaty,  were  marked  with  partiality, 
animolity,   and  perfonal  pique,  which   brougfct 
difgrace  upon  themfelves,  and  retarded  the  nraft 
impdnant  pnWic  bufinefs. 
The  par-       The  partition  treaty  was  confidered,  hj  tk 
lition        generality  of  the  people,  as  departing  from  the 
prouJar"'  *P'^^  ^^  former  alliances,  as  exhibiting  a  fcrfifc 
complaifstnce  to  the  French  court,  and  as  emi- 
nently contributiujg  to  the  enlat^ement  of  that 
power  which  it  had  prof^fled  to  drcumfcribe. 
The  fecrecy  with  which  the  king  had  conduded 
that  bufmefs,  though  neceflfary  to  its  fuccels,  was 
likewife  extremely  ofFenfive,  as  it  feemed  to  de- 
note a  want  of  confidence  in  his  Englitb  fubjeSs. 
r^d^b     ^  ^^'   ^^^^  houfes  proceeded,  upon  fpecious 
^^^    ^    and  popular  grounds,  to  exprefs  their  difappro- 
houfcs  of  bation  of  it,  and  fuch  was  the  fubftancc  <d  the 
parlia-      arguments  contained   in  their  addrefles  to  the 
"^"^-       throne  ^^ 

Though  the  partition  treaty  was,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  its  conclufion,  a  meafure  of  the 
king  s  own  contrivance  and  dire^ion,  yet,  from 
a  prudent  accommodation  to  ctrcumllaiiceSy   he 

3*  Journ.  Commons,  Fcbraary,  March,  pallim. 
^ '  Jourr.  Lords,  acth  j  Journt  Commons,  24th  March. 

avoided 
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avx^ided  any  interpofuipn  to  avert  the  cenfure  with  C  HA  P. 
^xrhich  it  was  threaten^.    It  is  probable,  that  hp  ^^^I^ 
was  not  dilpleafed,    fecretly,   with   that  iiu^on*'     ^  _^ 
fiftency  into  which  the  tories  were  running,  by 
farming  the  moft  vioknt  purpofes  of  refentnaent 
againft  bis  former  minifters,  while,  at  the  f^m^ 
time^  they  were  averfe  to  his  darling  meafure  of 
entering  into  a  war  witl^France*     The  crimina*- 
tipn  of  the  treaty  was;^    by  implication,  an  ac-' 
knowledgment    of    the   neceffity    of  the  war* 
£very  argument,  calculated  to  impeach  the  one, 
was,  in  effed,    an  argumoxt  for  approving  of 
thfs  other,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  commons,  though  purfued  to  ex* 
tremes  which  the  king  did  not  forefee,  contri^ 
buted  to  render  a  foreign  war  unavoidable,  even 
in  the  opinion  of  that  party  from  which  he  dread- 
ed an  oppofition  to  it. 

But  to  return  to  the  progrefs  of  thefe*  Violcnce. 
Though  both  houfes  concurred  in  expreffing  their 
di£ratxs£a£^ion  with  the  partition  treaty,  yet  their  . 
different  motives  for  doing  this  foon  appeared  by 
their  fubfequent  meafures.  The  lords  evidently 
had  no  farther  defign,  than  to  teflify  their  difapi^ 
probation  of  a  meafure  apparently  ambiguous,  ^ 
or  impolitic,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  thofe,  who 
were  but  partially  informed  with  refpedl  to  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  had  proceeded,  and  to 
render  fuch  a  difapprobation  the  ba(is  of  more 
vigorous  meafures*  The  commons  wanted  to 
•m^e  their  refolutions  the  inftrument  of  gratify- 
ing the  pride  and  refentment  of  a  party,  of  har- 
raffing  the  king,  and  dlfgracing  the  leaders  of  a 
whig  adminiftration*  The  oppofition  of  the 
former  wa^s  confined  to  the  treaty,  that  of  th^ 
latter  was  levelled  againft  the  perfons  who  made 

it. 
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^  y ^  ^'  ^^'     Hence,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debates  in  the 
,^^_^^;^  houfe  of  commons,  the  treaty  was  not  only  con- 
1701.    demncd,  but  the  perfons  who  .were  acceffary  to 
and  par-    it  Were  inveighed  againft  in  the  moft  opprobrious 
iiality  of   language ;  and  it  was  filially  refolved,  that  they 
mons^S"   (hould  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
their  pro-  meanors.     The   moft   glaring  partialhy  and  im- 
ceedings    patient  refentment,    updh  the  very  commence- 
with  re-    ment  of  this  bufmefs,  conveyed  an  unfavourable 
the  par-     Inipreffiori  of  the  party  by  which  it  was  agitated. 
tition        In  the  lift  of  the  impeached,  the  names  of  fome 
treaty,      were  onytted  who  were  known  to  have  been  ac- 
ceffary to  the  treaty,  as  much  as  any  of  thofe 
whofe  names  were  infer  ted ;  but  they  had  expi- 
ated their  guilt   by  joining  the  party  of  the  ac- 
cufers  '  *.    Not  fatisfied  with  a  fair  iffue  of  their 
trials,  the  commons  grafped  at  the  anticipation  of 
puniftiment,  and  addreffed  his  majefty  to  remove 
the  earl  of  Portland,  lord  Somers,  Halifax,  and 
Orford,     from    his    prefence  and  councils  for 
llie lords  ever  "•     The  lords  felt  the  honour  and  dignity 
^tht       ^^  ^^^^^  order  infringed  by  fuch  a  precipitate  and 
commoQs.  violent  attack  upon  fome  of  their  members ;  they 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,    praying  him 
not  to  pafs  any  cenfure  againft  them,  till  they 


'*  They  refolved  that  the  earl  of  Portland,  by  negotiatiAg 
aad  concluding  the  treaty  of  partition,  was  guilty  of  a  higti 
crime  and  roiidemeanoar,  and  lodged  an  iropeachment  agaiolf 
him  in  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  and  yet  the  eaij  of  Jerfey,  Iccre- 
tary  of  ftate  and  privy  cotinfeUor,  who  figned  the  faid  treaty, 
ftood  unimpeached,  and  continued  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

The  lords  Somers,  Oiford,  and  .Mootagae,  now  lord  HalifiiXy 
were  impeached  for  advidng  the  treaty  1698;  and  yet  fecrcntry 
Vernon,  and  fir  Jofejph  Wiiliamfon,  who  were  privy  to  it,  flood 
unimpeached.  Anlwer  of  Lord  Heveriham.  Somers'  CoL, 
vol.  viii.  p.  384. 

^  •  Journ.  Commons,  1 5th  April, 

were 
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BPcre  tried  upon  the  impeachments  depending  in  C  H  A  P. 
ihe  lower  houfe  '  *. ,  The  fubfequent  proceedings  ^^J^^lj 
of  the  commons  contributed  ftill  more  to  inflame    ,.^,^ 
the  animofities  already  kindled  between  the  two 
houfes.     Lord  Hever(ham,  in  a  conferences  had 
refleded  upon  the   partialicy  of  the  commons, 
becaufe  they  had  impeached  fome,  and  not  others, 
who   had  been  guilty  of  the  fame  crimes.     The 
commons  voted,  that  he  fbould  be  charged  for 
reproaches  reflecting  upon  their  honour  and  juf- 
tice ;  and  that  the  lords  fhould  be  defired  to  pro- 
ceed againft  him,  and  to  infli£l  fuch  punifiimenc 
as  his   high  offence    deferved  ''.       They  even 
feemed   to  encroach  upon  the  judicial  rights  of 
the  peers,  by  attempting  to  prefcribe  the  time, 
the  order,  and  other  important  regulations,  re- 
lative to.  the  trials  of  the  impeached  mini  iters. 
Meflages  pafled  between  the  two  houfes ;  the  quef- 
tions  in  difpute  were  argued  fully  at  feveral  confe- 
rences ;  but   the  refult  was,    an  obflinate  adhe- 
rence to  the  principles  and  opinions  which  they 
had  feverally  adopted  *°.     The  lords,  provoked 
by  the   obftinacy,   infolence,  and   dilatory  pro- 
ceedings,  of  the  commons,    and   convinced   of 
the  frivolous    grounds  of   the  charges   of   im- 
peachment,   fixed   a  day  for   the  trial  of  lord 
Or(ord.     Upon  the  commons  reprefenting,  that, 
from  the   nature  of  the  evidence,  it   would  be 
moft  proper  to  begin  with  the  trial  of  Somers, 
the   lords  readily  compiled,  and  fixed  an  earli(:r 
day  for  it  ♦  * .      The  commons,  however,  refufed 
to  appear ;  the  lords  proceeded  in  the  trial,  and 
acquitted  Somers.     The  commons  remonftrated  j 

'•  Journ.  Lords,  i6th  April. 
^*  Journ.  Commons,    13th,  i6th»  and  201I1  June. 
♦°  Jouro.  Commons,   April  and  May,  pafTim. 
**  Journ.  Lords,  31ft  May  and  3d  June. 

•the 


€12  THE    HISTORY   OF 

,e  HA  P.  the  Iotd«  notiirfthftaftding  proceeded  in  thetriil| 
xJP^:^^  of  lord  Oviord  ^  and,  finally,  on  the  laft  day  of 
1^^.    the  feiiion,  difmifled  the  feveral  Impeachmests* 
becaufe  the  commons   negleAed  to  proceed  h 
tbeir  charges  *  ♦ . 
^ple  'The  people  did  not  remahi  indi&rent  fpeffa- 

offended,  tors  during  this  period  of  warfare  between  the 
two  boafes.  The  fucceffion  of  the  dnbe  cf 
Anjou  to  the  dominicHis  <^  Spain  roofed  didi 
•wonted  jealoufy  of  Prance,  and  inured Aem 
with  fentiments  and  wiflies  congenial  wkh  thok 
of  the  king. '  The  virulence  of  cenf«rc  pointed 
againft  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debates  m  die 
lower  houfe,  difgiifted  the  fober-minded,  and 
awakened  compafllon  ^' }  while  it  was  b«t  too 
obvioufi,  from  the  perfonality  with  which  the  im- 
peachments were  introduced,  and  the  contenti<ra 
and  acrimony  vrith  which  they  were  condnded, 
that  they  flowed  from  the  narrow  and  vindiSiTe 
fpirit  of  faftion.  Public  bufinefs  was  intcmipt- 
ed,  and  the  great  objects  defired  by  the  people 
Keittifh  ^eye  negle^ed.  The  impatietKC,  excited  by 
8th  May.  ^^^^^  impVeffions,  was  boldly  exprefled,  in  a  pc- 
'  tition  delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the 
name  of  the  gentlemen,  jnftices  of  peace,  grand 
jury,  and  freeholders,  of  the  county  of  Kent. 
The  commons  enraged,  voted  the  petition  fean- 
dalous  and  feditious,  and  refolved  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  promoted  it  fhould  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody *♦.     The  indignation  of  the  people  became 

^*  Journ.  Lords  afid  Commoat,  lyih  Juoe ;  %a4  Joaro. 
I^rds,  24ih  Juoe- 

^^  Mr.  Howefaid  in  parliament^  tha^  the  king's  grants  wtn 
fquandered  away  upon  buffoans  and  harlots,  and  called  tin 
partition .  treaty  a  felonious  treaty  of  three  thieves.  Cuoatog- 
ham,  vol.i.  p.  208. 

^^  Journ,  CommoBSi  8th  and  i^xh  May.  Hiflory  of  the 
Kentiih  Petition. 

more 
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mora  fierce.  •  A  meniQrial,  figried  Legion,  whichC  H  AF*. 
was  left  in  the  chair  of  the  fpeaker,  charged  the  ,_i^^J;^^ 
lower    houfe   with*  illiberal  and   unwarrantable    ,-qj^ 
praftices,    and  branded  the  whole   party  of  the 
tories  with  the  moflfdangerous  principles  and  de- 
figns.     The  embroiled  flete  of  the  commons  with  p^rlia- 
the  people,  as  well  as  their  difagreement  with  the  mwit  pro- 
houfe  of  lords,    ob(lru£l^d  all  public   bufinefs,  rogaed. 
and  rendered  it  neceffary  to  prorogue  the  parlia-  ^4^^ 
ment.  J****^- 

During  the  continuance  of  the  feflion,  William  williani 
received  a  letter  from' the  new  king  of  Spain,  acknow* 
intimating  his  acceilion ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  ledges 
the  privy  council,   an  anfwer  was  returned  ac-^*^'"?^^ 
knowledging  his  title.     This  tranfaftion  appeared  ^-^jf **"* 
not  a  little  myfterious,  at  a  time  when  William  April, 
was  forming  meafures  hoilile  to  the  interefts  of 
Philip,  and  the  commons  were  beginning  tamake 
conceffions   favourable  to  their  accomplifhment 
and  fuccefs.     Some  have  confidered  this  as  an  a£k 
of  political    addrefs    on  the  part  of  the  king ; 
that,  by  yielding  this  point   to  his  council,  he 
might  procure  a  grateful  return,  and  bring  them, 
by  gentle  means,  to   enter  into  thofe  alliances 
which  he  was  projefting,  with  a  defign  to  abridge 
the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.      Setting  Reafont 
afide  thefe.  views,  we  are  at  no  lofs  to  perceive  for  his 
ftrong  reafons,  arifmg  from  the  fituation  of  af-^o»«g** 
fairs,    for    yielding  a   temporary  fandion  to   a 
breach  of  the  partition  treaty.     In  order  to  main- 
tain the  acquifition  of  the  Spanifh  empire  to  his 
grandfon,  it  appeared  to  Lewis  an  objedt  of  the 
firft  importance  to  divide  the  States  from  Eng- 
land.   With  this  view  the  intimation  of  his  grand- 
fon's  acceffion  was  made  to  the  former,  and  with- 
held  from  the  latter ;  he   attempted  to  negotiate 
with  the  one,  as  derached  from  the  counfels  and 
X  X  inter«(is 
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C  S^  ^  imercftg  of  the  other  >  ?ip4  fe^  ioftruSfd  j^s  aoi^ 
yj^^^  bafladors  to  refuCp  th?  ^dmitta^ce  of  :rtic  EpgM& 
\j^  ioto  their  conferences  wM^  tjie  a^n^  of  HcAasd 
The  States  found  theoifelvtes  und^r  the  aeoefikf 
q{.  acknowledging  tjjie  title  q£  FhiUp*  ip  prdo^  to 
recover  thejx  troops  detaipQ^  by  JUewis  m  theSpa- 
jnifli  Netherlan<^-   .Adv^^ta^e  was  taken  of  dns 
mea&ixe  by  Lewis^  t<^  tr^eat  with  the  States  a^ie- 
par^t;^d  from  J&f\^and,  ^^d  d$  pr^ck^^ed  fr« 
entering  into  any  iheafures  with  her,  incoafiftem 
j^ith  t^ofe  engag€n>en^  which  wer^  impQc^in 
their  acknowle4gi3p!ent  of  bis  grandfoa.     To  ob- 
viate tl^is  objedipn  j  to  pls^ce  England  ^^d  Hot- 
land  pr«ifely  in  t^ii  ft^e  politic?d  podur^  wxV 
tefped  to  Spain;  ^ad  to  niaintaip  oc^ty  of  Jkm- 
jxfent  and  i^teceA  betij^ee^  thapa,  fy^rfMAied  tbe 
xnoft  forcible  argumq^t^  for  WJiUisuqp^r?  9idaiov- 
ledgipg  the  title  of  Philip  * '. 
^oM  of        'Abe  king,  notwitJifWding  all  the  afirontsand 
thc^com-  «proaches  he  had  endure^^  in  the  cgwrfe  of  djs 
moos  fa-   feifion,  had  the  latisfjadion  to  fucceed  in  thole 
▼curable   objefts,  which  be  deemed  n>oft  important  to  the 
^^^^^      nation  and  his  own  honour.    The  aegotiacioBS 
Tiews.      J^^  ^^^  already  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the 
States  were  approved  of;    the  army  wa»  aug- 
mented ;  liberal  fuppUes  granted ;  the  faith  aod 
s     honour  of  both  houfes  pledged  ti>  fuppoi^  what- 

^^  Gole«  Ralph,  vol.  ii.  p.  902.  tn  ordcr.tOTiodjcate  th: 
condud  of  William  in  this  inftance,  we  deed  not  b»re  fecourf: 
.to  that  iintfTe  which  is  tolerated  in  political  tr^ii(|dfQBs.  Ttc 
great  purpofe  of  the  pjublic  ipeafures>  .now  puriued  by  huB,  v^ 
to  abridge  the  power  of  France,  not  to  dethrone  die  kicg  c: 
*  Spain.  That  refblution  was  afterwards  takeo^  in  concert  vn.. 
.the  .ea]peror^  becauie  Lewis  oppofed  thoie  demands,  whic^ 
were  fjecified  by  William,  the  eioperorj  aj;^  t))t  liaus,  ic' 
niiiotainiog  the  peace  of  Europe. 
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iver    aUia;Kv:es  he  ihould  think  proper  to  enter  CHAP. 
into,  for  controlling  the  ambition  of  France ;  for    ^• 
fecurinff  the  juft  claims  of  the  houfe  of  Auftrii,     ^^^ 
tlie     iarety   of    the  States,    and    the   peace  of 
Europe  **.     For  the  fulfilment  of  thcfe  engage- The na- 
merits,  he  derived  a  ftronger  aflbrance  from  the  tionim- 
temper    and  fentiments  of  the  people  at  large.  P^l^ot  fcrf 
Complaints  of  taxes,  and  fiverfion  to  continental^^* 
connexions,    which  began   to  fpread   after  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  now  gave  way  to  a  fpirit  of 
indignation  againft  France,    roufed  by  the  late 
acceffion  of  her  power  and  her  fuppofed  treachery 
in   tjie  breach  of  the  partition  treaty.'      Wearied 
^ith    t^e  tedious  progrefs  and  uncertain  iffue  of 
negociations    and  treaties,     the  nation   became 
eager  for  the  commencement  of  hoflilities,  and 
eHimated   the  merits  of  the  prince  and  his  mi- 
jai.fters,  by  the  tendency  of  the  meafure  which 
they  purfued  to  forward  that  objeft. 

The  king  was  now  relieved  from  that  teferve^  xt^  ^[f^g 
whkh  prudence  had  hitherto  impofed  upon  him.  makes 
His  pre-eminent  talents  for  negociation  and  for  prcpara- 
xnilitary  affairs  once  mpre  found  a  freefcope  for?^"* 
aftion;    and     were   exercifed   with  vigour  and 
afliduity,   feldom  exemplified   in    one    depreffed 
with  bodily  infirmities,  and  the  profpeft  of  ap- 
proaching diffolution.     He  went  to  Holland  5    he 
reviewed  the  troops ;  he  gave  all  neceffary,  di- 
reftions  for  the  recruiting  of  the  army,  the  rein- 
forcing of  the   garrifons,  and  for  the  repair  and  .    . 
defence  of  the  fortifications;  he  dictated  the. me- 
morials prefented  by  the  ambaifadors  of  JLngland 
and  the  States  to  the  court  of  France ;  and  he 
negotiated  with  the  feveral  princes  of  Europe  to 
foment  a  jealoufy  of  her  power,  and  to  ftrengthen 

^*  Joyro,  Commons,  March,  April,  Msyy  paffito. 

X  X  a  ihd 
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CHAP,  the  combination  for  oppofingit*'.     Under  bis 

^^^  aufpicious  influence  fome  of  the  neighbouring 

1701.    priiices  were  prevented  from  yielding  to  the  in- 

trigues  of  France,  and  kept  in  a  ftatc  of  neutra- 

Thecrand^^^y  •    Others  were  affociated  with  England  and 

alliance.    Holland;    and  that  grand  alliance  between  die 

7th  Sept.  emperor,  king  William,  and  the  States^  the  bafis 

of  the  war,  was  brought  to  perfe&ion  *  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  memorial,  after  memorial 
pafTed  between  the  courts  of  England  and  France, 
without  any  tendency  to  bring  matters  to  an  ac- 
commodation.      As  the  French  king  formerly 
complained  of  the   States  for  a6ing  in  concert 
with  England,  fo  he  now  complained  of  their 
introducing  the  claims  of  the    emperor;    and, 
after  many  remonftrances  to  this  purpofe,  recalled 
*3^a    ug.  jnonfieur  D'Avaux,   his  ambailador,    from   the 
Hague.     The  maik  was  now  thrown  afide  by  all 
30th  Sept.  parties :  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  ambaifadors  with- 
drew   from  Paris  J    and    monfieur  PoufSn,   the 
agent  for  the  French  king,  was  ordered  to  leave 
England. 
The  heat       During  .the  period  of  thefe  tranfadions,  the 
flioDof'  ^^^  ^^  parties  in  England  was  waged  with  in- 
partics      crcafing  afperity  and   violence.      Whatever  the 
render      concealed  motives  and  intentions  of  any  party  of 
the  people  men,  in  a  free  country,  may  be,  yet  they  muft 
Surfor^*  ever  endeavour  to  hold  forth  fuch  reprefentatiom 
war.        of  them,  as  are  confonant  to  the  prejudices  of 

^'   Monthly  Mercury,  September,  Odlober,  1701. 

* '  y^he  raoil  important  artiplea  in  this  treaty  were,  that  tk 
•Mt^  fhould  ^nocure  facisfaiflion  to  the  emperor  itt  the  Spanith 
rucceHion ;  that  they  fhould  endeavour  to  recover  the  SpaAith 
Netherlands  to  be  a  harrier  between  Holland  and  France  ;  aiid 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  Naples,  Sicily,  the  lands  and  iflaniis 
upon  the  coad  of'  Tufcany  belon;;tng  to  the  Spaniih  dominioss. 
%o  the  emperor ;  thai  Britain' and  the  States  (hoiHd  retaio  wb^i- 
^Yci  places  ihcy  conquered  ia  the  Weft  Indies. 

the 
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the  people.  Both  parties,  in  their  own  defence,  CHAP, 
exhibited  to  the  public  fuch  accounts  of  their  own  ^^^^ 
condud,  in  the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  as  co-  i^qi, 
operated  to  cherifh  the  national  fpirit  of  antipathy 
to  France,  rather  than  materially  to  anfwer  their 
feparate  views  of  obtaining  a  preference  in  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  the  people.  They 
reciprocally  appealed  to  their  a&ions  as  the  te(l 
of  their  fincerity.  The  whigs  complained,  that 
the  tories  wiflied  to  protra£l  time,  to  trifle,  to 
compromife,  and  finally  to  evade  war  with 
France.  The  progrefs  of  the  French  in  Flanders, 
and  their  forwardnefs  in  warlike  preparations, 
uvere  adduced  as  fatal  effeds  and  incontrovertible 
evidences  of  thofe  charges.  The  tories  not  only 
boafled  of  the  efficient  meafures  they  had  pur- 
fued  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  the  fup« 
plies  they  had  granted ;  the  treaties  they  had  au» 
thorifed,  the  forces  they  had  raifed;  but  they 
pledged  themfelves  for  the  vigour  and  celerity 
with  which  they  were  determined  to  purfue  the 
reduction  of  the  French  power**.  To  this 
emulous  application  for  public  favour,  as  well  as 
to  an  intervening  event  of  great  moment,  it  was 
owing,  that  both  of  them  perfevered  to  vie  with 
each  other,  for  many  years  after,  in  zeal  for  fe- 
curing  the  proteftant  fucceflion,  and  thwarting 
the  ambitious  views  of  France. 

The  event  to  which  I  refer  was  thedeath  ofl>«ithof 
James  *'',  and   the  refolution,   adopted  by  the^^SV 

court      ^^' 


**  Pablicttions  of  the  Times,  Somers's  ColicAions. 

'°  The  features  of  James's  character  are  Co  marked,  that 
the  reader  of  otsfervatioD  needs  no  aiTidaoce  to  diflinguifh  them. 
Notbiog,  however,  appears  more  unaccountable,  than  the  credit  ' 
James  feemt  to  have  obtaiaed  from  fome  of  his  contemporaries 

for 
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court 

of  England: 


of  #ranc£,  to  acHnowled^e  hh  Ton  as  JJing 
glancl.     This  eveat  was  adt  only  produfidve 

of 


for  finceHty  and  hoaoiir,.  and  t^  mfplicU  affient*  whh  whid 
latrcr  hiftorians  bi^yc  admtiwd  thclc  virtues^  as  the  gmwid  cf 
encomiums  upon  hi^  cbirafter.,        [        . 

Mr.  Hume  fays,  "  That  h^  xvas  faithfti,  finc^rc,  »d  **• 
<<  nourabie  in  bia  dealing  with  atl  men."     Hufb^  vcL  ii.  p. 

The  hii^orian^  \srhom  I  have  fo  often  had  occaUM  to  mentiac 
in  thfc  cOurfe  of  this  work,  difcovcrs  the  ftron^ft  parliaKiy  w 
hmes.  by  laying  the  ft^eft  of  his  charaaer  upon  his  troA  ind 
fincerity.  f'  H^  was  honourable  and  fair  In  ^1  hk  dealicft* 
*i  His  great  virtue  was  a  iirid  adherence  to  fads  aftd  tfuth  ii 
<<  all  he  wrote  and  faid,  though  fome  prts  of  bis  coodud  hki 
«*  rendered  iis  fincfirity  in  his  political  profeflions  iufpeSed  fcy 
*«  his  enemies."    Macpherfon's  Hiftory,  irol  i.  c  vni. 

Few  charaders^  that  hare  ehtcred  thfc  (agcjaf  hiftory«.faiBi& 
more  numerous  examples  and  indifpouble  proo&  of  diflbseb- 
tion,  duplicity,  and  want  of  truth,  ihsin  occur  in  ibc  fnnis, 
jihd  political  conduft  of  James. 

He  feems  to  have  entertaibed  a  defign  of  denying  &b  raar- 
na^e  with  lord  ClareQdon's  daughter,  which  was  difcoun^ 
and  prevented  by  his  brother  king  Charles,  life  of  Ckreodos, 
▼61.  i.  p.  261. 

If  he  gave  a  ))rOof  of  his  finctrity  by  profefling  tl»e  Rooaa 
Catholic  relt'gioii,  he  fnrely  had  committed  repeated  fklfehoois 
iQ  denying  his  attach ment  to  that  religion  after  h  had  aAiiaiif 
taken  place.     He  made  a  folemn  declaration  to  Dr.  Morkv, 
of  his  irelblution  to  continue  in  the  protcftant  religion,  at  i 
time,  when  he  was  givinjg  evtry  encouragement  to  his  fcrtano 
to  become  Roman  catbdics  ^  and  had  probably  decermined,  h 
iiis  own  Aiind,  to  embrace  that  religion.     Letter  of  Mcviey  to 
Clarendon,  April  24,  1659.     Clarendon's  State  Papers. 
^    llis   convex faiion  arid  dealings  with. the  carl  of   Arg\lf, 
ab6ut  the  ted  adt  in  Scotland,  exhibit  not  only  contradictioD  c: 
opiniob,  but  the  moil  treacherous  and  deliberate  falfebood  *a 
enfnare  and  dcftroy  that  nobleman.    Woodrow*s  Hidory,  tcl. 
ii.  book  iii.  ch.  v.  h&.  vii. 

While  he  declared  himfclf  a  friend  t«  toleration  io  En^r.^, 
he  urged  the  mo(i  fcvere  perfecution  of  thcf  prcfbyieriaas  « 
'  Scotland.  '  While  profefling  to  the  prince  of  Oraogs  a  del-r^ 
for  toleration,  he  was  congratulfiting  Lewis,  upon  the  perfcccti  :* 
of  the  Huguenots.  Compare  Woodrows  Letters.  DJrymr.. : 
*App.part.i.p.  177. 
*'..    .  .         •  ,  h: 
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3f  ^%ififeW«A  |i!\tfeflbnt  of  tb^ttf  to  the  king^CflAP. 
bttt    ifiet^ed  the  ftfebrityy  and  ftimulated  the \J^J^ 

ttertioflsy  ^^^^ 

He  was  ^cli  known  t6  be  an  enemy  to  the  protcffant  dif- 
fenters  in  England*.  Tie  chi6f  ihftfument^'  of  their  perfecutiotf 
^anitt:  h\k  cfeafeiiTs  and  parlifant ;  and  ytr^  when  he  afcendetf 
the  dntme  of  England,  h«  brake  Che  lawt  to  gratify  the  dif- 
ieoters>  that  be  might  cberiih  popery  ;  aisd  he  pretended  that 
toleratioh  bad  ever   been    his  favourite  principle.      Somcrs'i  » 

CoU^aidbs,  vol.  if.  p.  1^. 

His-  c^rr^(|ldndence  w.irit  the  pnhce  b'f  Ofsmgc  exhibit^  k 
iccne  of  bofe  diffintuistion  and  fnlfv^Iiood.  He  is  at  psiins  t^ 
impreft  him  witd  a  belief  of  his  zeal  for  L  rr^Iand'senttring, 
iito  a  war  with  France,  while  he  is  privately  doing  all  that  he 
cati  ttf  ihWifirt  It,  and  idjbbring  to  promote  a  treaty  between  hiir 
iMther  and  France^  highly  p>fejudicial  to  Wllliatft.  Dilrytfl- 
plt'i  Appendix j  pArti   p.  iBi*-2  8|  kz. 

When  he  afcended  the  throne  of  England^  he  Endeavoured 
tp  ingratiate  himfelf  witli  fiis  /ubjeds,  by  profefling  indepen- 
dMce  uptfn  Prane^,  arid  ati  airtrflon  to  all  cofthesiitm  lArltb  het  i 
smd  fsit  ti  ^ii  Very  tiirte,  he  i^ave  Lewis  the  itron^n  aflbr4ob^ 
^  hit  friend  (hip;  nay,  he  was  fo  liieao  as  to-folitiC  a^fobfidt 
from  him  as  the  reward  of  his  friendfliip.  He  was  indeed 
offended,  becanle  Lewis  did  not  beftow  fo  liberal  a  penfion  as 
he  CKpeAed,  and  therefore  renewed  a  treaty  with  Holland. 
Ibid,  parti,  p.  103  154.  175-6-. 

He  inffrnfted  lord  Chrendod  atid  fir  Charles  Portct-  to  d<». 
dare  folemhiy,  that  he  would  maintain  the  a^s  of  fettlem^nt 
dfld  explaiiation  in  Ireland  ibtiolate ;  and  yet  ii  ^as  ^fterWatds 
Manifetl,  th&t  nothing  w^s  fahhe^  from  his  intedtion.  State  of 
IVclaoti,  p.  144 

After  lord  Duridct  ftll,  1  letter  from  lord  Melfort  was  fou6d 
W  hii  pocket,  together  with  a  declaration  under  tht  hJmd  of 
king  James,  containing  not  only  itt  offct'  of  indemnity  to  adl 
ftch  H  fliould  return  to  their  duty,  but  of  toleration  to -all  per- 
ftafiofiisr  Melfort*s  httcr  to  Dundee,  however,  imported,  that, 
tiotwiibftanding  the  feeming  promifcs  of  indulgence  and  indeih- 
uity  in  the  declaration,  be  had  fo  worded  them,  that  he 
might  break  them  when  he  pleafed,  and  that  his  majedy  did 
^t  ihihk  himfelf  botind  to  ftaiid  by  them.  Guthrie's.  Hiftory, 
vol.  t,  p.  29<). 

James  certainly  was  fincerc  in  profelling  that  religion,  Nvhieh 
ht'telieved  to  be  true,  at  the  hazard  of  his  crown.  Btat 
"though  a  man  cannot  be  finccrc  vrhb  ddcs  not  ope6ly  profefa 

tlic 
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CHAP.cxertioas,  of  every  party,  for  eftablifluiig  the 
,^^2^^;^^  throne  in  the  prqtefbnt :  JiwJ,  The  intereft  of 
i70i.  ^be  unfortunate  fon  of  James  was  not  only  ob- 
ftru£ted,  but  the  aflfeftions  of  many  in  the  nation 
w^re  alienated  from  him,  by  his  acceptance  of 
the  patronage  pf  a  prince,  whofe  name,  at  this 
period,  was  no  left  odious,  than  bi$  ambition 
was  formidable  to  England.  The  remaining 
friends  of  the  family  of  Stewart  were  agitated 
with  oppofite  and  .didrading  aSjsdions  :  antipa- 
thy  to  France  encountered  a  predile£Upn  for  the 
lineal  defcendant  of  their  aiicient  princes ;  and 
the  pride  of  an  £ngli(hman  revolted  againft  the 
idea  of  acknowledging  a  prince,  who  tamiflied 
the  honour  of  his  countrv,  by  receiving  an 
empty  dignity  from  the  hana$  of  a  hated  riv^  ' ' « 
Perfons  free  from  every  bias  pf  prejudice,  or  im» 
pulfe  of  paffion,  and  who  purfued,  coolly  and 
difintereftedly,  that  fyftem,  which  appeared  moft 
favourable  to  the  liberties  of  their  country  an4 


the  religion  which  he  believes,  3'et  he  may  do  this  and  dill  be 
deficieot  in  fincerity  ;  nay>  he  may  be  fuch  a  bigot  to  religion, 
as  to  facrifice  truth  and  fincerity^  in  every  other  branch  of  cha- 
ra^er,  to  the  jnierefts  of  his  religion.  He  may  think  it  his 
duty  to  lie,  to  deceive,  and  to  break,  every  moral  obligation,  for 

5roj)agating  his  favourite  faith.  Such  was  the  chairaftcr  of 
ames  ;  and  they  who  afcribe  (incerity  to  him,  after  attending 
10  the  indances  now  cited,  muft  entertain  a  narrow,  loofe,  and 
incorredt  idea  of  that  virtue. 

Mr,  Macpherfon  afcribcs  the  procuring  the  ilave  trade  to 
Englind,  to  the  indu/try  and  artiCce  of  James  when  duke  of 
Yorki  vol.  i,  chap.  ii. 

Admitting  the  fa^,  it  will  not  contribute  to  advance  either  his 
reputation  or  merit  in  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who  think  that  this 
traffic  has  involved  their  country  in  guilt  and  infamy,  for  which 
po  external  profperity  can  compenfate.  Such  will  lament,  that 
his  commercial  proje<5ls  have  not  been  doomed  to  the  (anic  dif- 
Ijtppointment,  which  attended  his  political  and  religious  defigns. 
ff  Cunningham,  vol.  i.  p.  213. 

the 
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the  independence  of  Europe^  anticipated  the  CHAP, 
mofl  fetal  copfequences  to  both,  if  a  king  ^^J^^^;. 
fhould  afcend  th^  throne  of  England,  under  the  ,-q,^ 
influence  of  a  rival  kingdom,  and  under  a  fenfe 
of  obligations  to  her  monarch.  Rich  in  internal 
refources  and  population,  France  grew  every  day 
more  terrible  to  her  neighbours  by  the  artifices 
and  ufurpations  of  her  fovereign.  He  had  al- 
ready detached,  from  the  fcale  of  the  allies,  and 
added,  to  his  own,  all  the  wealth  of  the  Spanifli 
empire.  He  now  grafped  at  the  government  of 
England,  the  ftrong  fence  of  European  inde- 
pendence, by  placing  upon  her  throne  a  prince 
trained  under  his  tutelage,  and  fubjeded  to  his 
diredtion  Should  be  fucceed  in  this  defign, 
the  difpute  would  foon  be  at  an  end :  Eng- 
land  would  become  his  tool ;  and  Europe  would 
be  fubdued. 

1*0  the  circumftances  and  impreflions  now  de- and  fatal 
fcribed,   we  trace  that  political  fyftem,  which,  ^^  ^^^ 
more  or  lefs,    regulated  the  meafures   of  every  Jh^^ 
party,  and  of  every  adminiftration  in  England,  tender." 
lor  many  years  fubfequent  to  this  period.     The 
acknowledgment   of  the  right  of  the  pretender 
by  Lewis,  ^^ho  was  in  the  mofl  extreme  degree 
obnoxious  to  the  Englifli,  and  upon  the  verge  of 
hoftilities  againft  them,  iixed  an  aflbciati9n  of 
ideas,  which  not  only  alienated  the  affeflions  of 
the  tories  from  the  fon  of  James,  but  multiplied 
and  corroborated   the   legal  obftru£tions  to  his 
reftoration,  at   a  period,    when,    if  it  had  not 
been  for  them,  he  would  have  divided  the  affec- 
tions of  the  nation.      The   tendency  of  afts  of 
parliament,    the  language  of  every  party,    the 
avowed    attachment   of  individuafs,    all  ran  in 
favour  of  the  Hanoverian  fucceilion.    The  tories 
9nd  the  whigs  (trove  to  excel  in  public  zeal  for 

this 
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this  6b]e$t :    hence   foihe  of  the  UidtA^  ihett 
aiiiorg  the  former,  when,  lindeir  the  fucc^eding 
1701.  '  ^^^g^>  ^^^^y  ^^'^"^  really  inclined  to  proriiotfe  the 
inclinations   of  the    quetn    for   the  fucceffioH  of 
her  brother,    found    themfelves   entangled    atid 
hemed    in  by   the  refolutioris  and  ftatutes,    to 
ifi^hich  they  themfelves  had  cohtfibuted,  Ifid  -^tft 
forced   to  purfue  their  objeft,  by  meifures   fo 
clandeftine  and  inconfiftent,  as  not  only  friiftrated 
their    purpofe,    but  brought  difgtace  and  ruin 
upon  their  fanlilies. 
Keafoas        From  the  fafts  which  Have  occurred,  it  h  ha- 
for  the      jyj.j^|  ^Q  infer,  that  William  might  have  ttufted 
chaogiDs  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  parliament  aiid  the  fame  miniftry 
his  mi-     for  the  profecution  of  fuch  iheatures,  as  were  nd 
wflcrs,     lefs  conformable   to  the  temper  ot  his   people, 
and  call-   ^]^^^  ^^  jj-    ^^^  private   defire.      Confideriiig, 
Mriia-  ^  however,    the  advantages  the  French  Idrig  had 
ment.       obtained,  by  having  got  fo  much  the  ilaft  i^  his 
preparations   for  war^  fuch  vigour  a^d  (Expedi- 
tion became  neceffary  upon  the  part  of  ^hgtaud 
and  the  States,  as  could  only  be  expe££ed  front 
minifters,  who  entered,  with  the  fuU  convi^ion 
of  their  dnderftanding  and  the  fincere  attachment 
of  their  heart,  into  nieafures  which  the  voice  of 
the  public  prefcribed.      Befides,    the  keeohefs^ 
with  which   the  tories  carried  on  the  impeach- 
Hients,   afforded  every  reafon  for  apprehending 
that  private  r^fentment  would   be  preferred    to 
public  bufinefs ;  and  that  the  fame  diiputes  would 
be  renewed  under  the  continuance  of  a  parlia- 
ment  and  miniftry  devoted  to  them.     If,  frdnfi 
thefe  confideratlohs,    the  king  was   difpofed   to 
change  his  niiniftry  and  diflolve  the  parliament, 
he  was  confirmed  in  that  refolution  by  the  flraiu 
of  addreffes,  which   were  now  tranfmi'tted  From 
the  moll  refpe^able   communities   in  England. 

The 
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The    fentimeiits    of  thS   Keiitifii  petitioh  wercCttA>. 
r^-^ciioed  from  ivery  quarter :  the  dilatory  |)ro.  ^  ^-^ 
ceedings  of  the  coftiirions  in  the  laft  feffion  fcxe-  \j^i^ 
crated ;  and  the  neteffity  of  tigordus  toeifurtS 
inculcated  '*. 

TBe  king  rftturned  to  Englahd  on  thfefifth  of  ji^^g^jilj 
Novenibet  j  Upon  the  eleventh  he  diflblved  his  parlia- 
parliam^iit ;  and  fumihoned  a  new  oiie  to  meet  m^nt  of 
on   the  thirtieth  of   Decembet.      The  perfoniil  Will««^ 
indignity  offered  to  him,  by  the  French  king>  "*"*** 
having  owned  the  Pretender,  atid  the  danget  ot 
Eut6t)e  ftoih  the  acceffioii  of  the  duke  of  Anjbti 
tb   the  throne  of  Spain ;    the  alliances  he  had 
for&ed^  iigteekbly  to  the  inftruftions  bf  parlii- 

'^  The  eari  ofXarlffle  was  appointed  firft  lord  of  the  tret- 
fury  id  the  robni  of  lord  Godolphiri.      The  earls  of  Kadnor 
dnd  BurHogton  Were  adnihted  iiito  th^  pHv^  council.    The  carl^ 
pf,  Maocbefter  was  mide  fecretary  of  ilatet  ih  the  rboin  of  fir 
Charles  Hedges.    l*he.  earl  of  rembroke  was  declared  high 
admiral.    The  duke  pf  Somerfet  fucceeded  hioi  as  prefidenc 
oJF  tha  coubcil.     Thefe  changa^  did  not  take  place  till  after  the 
peeting  of  parliamenty  and  it  was  believed,  that  IcYerai  other 
changes  were  intended  id  fardur  of  the  whigs,  if  the  king  had 
lived.     The  diflblution  of  parliament  and  the  change  of  the  mi* 
miry  were  recommended  to  the  king  by  lord  Snoderland,  with 
ear^efitiefs  and  imbortUnity,  Which  he  would  not  have  difco* 
veredy  if  he  had  fufpefted  that  the  king's  inclinations  had  b^eil 
poil^trary  to  the  opidion  hefupported.     Hardwicke's  Colie^ibns, 
yol.ii.  p.  4^3.  &e. 

He  applied,  at  the  fame  time,  with  afTiduity,  to  ingratiate 
hiMftilf  with  the  perfbns  upon  whom  he  wiilied  the  king  to  de- 
volve the  managemtnt  of  his  affairs.  To  lord  Somers,  upright 
itdd  anfufpe^ing,  he  addrefled  hirofelf  in  foch  flattering  and 
warm  profc^ons  of  friendship)  as  obtained  his  entira  confidence. 
Hir<3\vickc's  Colledions,  vol.  ii.  p.  447-8  453-7. 

At  the  fame  time,  whether  it  was  to  gain  more  effcAually  the 
confidence  of  the  perfbns,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  fallen 
under  fufpicion,  or,  in  order  to  make  an  experiment  of  the 
fhbility  and  fuccefs  of  a  new  ad mrnifl ration,  before  he  became 
pablicly  conneded  with  it,  he  pofitively  refufed^  at  this  time, 
the  acceptance  of  any  miQifteria)  office,     ibid.  p.  462* 

ment ; 
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CHAP. merit;  and  union  at  home,  as  more  than  ever 
^^-  neceffary  to  fuccefs  in  all  their  defigns  ;  vcrc 
,^^,^    the  important  topics,  upon  which  the  king  ad- 

drefled  himfelf  to  his  parliament. 
1702.  Mr.  Harley  was  again  chofen  fpeaker  df  the 
commons,  and  Mr.  Coniers  of  the  general  com- 
mittee. From  this  diftinftion  being  conferred 
upon  tories,  as  well  as  from  angry  refolutions 
which  were  paffed  with  refpeO:  to  the  Kendfli 
petition  '  S  it  might  have  been  inferred  that  the 
flrength  of  that  party  prevailed,,  if  meafures  had 
not  foon  followed,  which  were  favourable  to  the 
current  of  popular  fentiments,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  whigs.  Repeated  addrefies,  from 
both  houfes,  glowed  with  indignation  agunfl: 
France :  the  commons  addrefled  his  majefty, 
that  it  might  be  an  article  in  the  feveral  treades 
of  alliance,  that  no  peace  fliould  be  made  widi 
the  French  king,  till  his  majefly  had  reparatioa 
for  the  great  indignity  offered  to  him,  by  owning 
and  declaring  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales 
king  of  England  *^ 

Supplies       Copies  of  the  feveral  treaties,  which  the  king 

granted,  had  made,  were  laid  before  the  commons,  and 
their  hearty  approbation  of  them  was  exprefled, 
by  refolving  that  a  fupply  fhould  be  granted  '*. 
The  exchequer  was  authorifed  to  borrow  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fervice  of  the 
fleet,  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  the  guards  and  garrifons.  Forty  thoufand 
men  were  ordered  for  the  land'  fervice,  and  fevcn 
hundred    thoufand    pounds    voted    for    paying 

^'^V^'    them  '\     Bills,  for  further  fecuring  the  pro- 

attainting  '  o  * 

and  ab- 

Turing  the       '*  Joum.  Commons,  7th  Feb.  1702. 

Pretender.      '*.Journ.  Commons,  10th  January. 

*  *   Ibid.  6th  and  7th  January. 

^^  Ibid.  7ih,  lotb,  14th,  and  17th  January. 

tisftant 


POLITICAL  TRAglSACTIONS,  &c  685 

teftant  fucceffion,    for  attainting,    and  abjuring  C  H  A  P. 
the  Pretender,  were  brought  in  by  the  commons,  ^^^^^^ 
and,  with  fome  amendments,  obtained  the  con-    |  ^^2. 
fent  of  the  lords  *'.     Such  a  train  of  meafures 
could  not  fail  of  giving  the  highefl  fatisfadion 
to  the  king.     He  now  faw  the  nation  brought 
back  to  that  temper,  which  had  produced  the 
revolution,  faved  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the 
liberties  of  Europe. 

After  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  the  perfonal  in-  Viciffi- 
tereft    of    William,    which  had   been  upheld,  tudcs  ia 
during  the  war,  by  his  meritorious  fervices  and  ^J  P^^?-  . 
the  more  copious  difpenfation  of  favours,  began  ment$°of 
to  decline.       Through  the  artifices  of  faftion,  the  oa- 
the  mod  malignant  conftruftion  was  put  upon  all  ^^on  Cacc 
his  aftions.       The   importance  of  the  objedls, ^^*:P^^^ 
for  which  he  was  invited  to  the  throne,  was  un-  ^icL 
dervalued  and  forgotten  ;  and  his  influence  upon 
public    meafures    almofl  annihilated.      In    this 
iituation   a  critical  jundlure   of   affairs   enfued. 
The  tempeft  begaii  to  gather  anew ;  the  political 
horizon  became  dark  and  menacing ;  the  mind 
of  the  king  was  depreflfed,  but  not  fubdued.     He 
laboured  to  mitigate  thofe  approaching  calamities, 
which,    under  the  deprivation  of  national  con- 
fidence, he  could  not  avert.      By  the  partition 
treaty,  he  hoped  that  the  French  king  might  be 
foothed  into  concefGons,  for  maintaining  the  pre- 
fent  peace,   and  the   future  bahnce  of  Europe^ 
The  prejudices  and  refentment  of  a  difappointed 
fadion    traduced   his   commendable  intentions ; 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  attempts  at  firft  feemed  to 

*"  Journ.  Lords  and  Com raons,  January,  February,  palEm, 
and  j\h  March.  On  the  7ch  of  March  the  king  was  fe  weak, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a  ibinp>  for  iigning  the 
commiiBoDy  giving  his  iiflent  to  the  bill  for  fccuring  the  proief- 
taot  fucceffico. 

juftify 


t  HAP.|u^ify  tikc  rpifconQiv^Stlon  of  theqj^  j^nd  todk- 
.^•^     blijh  tb!^  t^riilmph  of  w^lice,  vtjle  it  gave  a£v 
i^Q^^    fcop?  to  itis  e?certi^ons.     ^Thefe  exertions  over- 
reru:he4  their    marl^,    cofitribut^d    to  irulh-ate 
tMir  ,ow^  Qt)jeft,  tQ  iev^lpp^  tUe  vife  policy  and 
fteady  i^egrity  of  Willian;!,  ?^nd  jto  engage  his 
eaemies  tjtiemfelves  in  fjxdf.  m^^j^jffts  ?^  were  moil 
agreeable  to  ^i$  iAcUA9,tiQQ$,  ai\d  the  inhered  of 
Europe.      A  concurrence  of  fpr^tUA^te  incidents 
'THf        co-operated  to  proinote  ihe    fame  ends.     Tie 
the  tfog    ?l9^ds    were    dilpelled  j    unapjqiity  ;and  vigour 
gnd^ed.  opened  the  prcdpeft  of  nationsd  profperity  and 
glory,  and  oi^ice  ipore  gil4ed  t^ie  political  ho- 
rizon. 
?i;M*^^'     William  did  not  furvjve  to  rej^p  the  fruits  of 
8^1  Mar.  j^j^  labours  and  projedts ;    jtnd  bis  death,  at  a 
period,  when  he  was  juft  9.bou,t  to  entf  r  upon  the 
Gonfummatioo  of  bis  hopiss,  zji^  tp  afcend  the 
fununit  of  terreftrial  glory^  is  a  memorable  ex- 
ample of  the  obfervation  of  a  fj^cre^  ai^thpr,  thji 
m<^  (ft  bis  b^  eftate  h  (tltQgether  vanity* 


CHAF. 
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C    H     A    p.         XII. 


(%tftp^rative  f^^v>^  the  Whigs  and  Tories  during  the  Reign 
^  Pf^iUawu — Their  Strength  in  the  Nation. — Thar  In-- 
fueme  at  Court. — Their  Share  in  Adminifiratiom. — 
JtuonJ^eMCus  in  the  Condu^  of  both. — Their  Merits  a^ 
their  fas^f^.—Ohfayations.—jBefu^ts  (fthe  Revolutiofu 
^•^It  Jecured.  the  Liberties  of  England-^'favedtbe  Pro* 
tejlant  Religion — -promoted  VoUration — infnfed  a  Spirit 
rf  Improvemer^t  into  the  Confiitution.— Obligations  (f  ^ 
Nation  to  King  fViUiam.--^'His  Chara&er. 


PLQM  ^  coinp^radve  yiew  of  the  ftrength  of  CHAP, 
the  ¥?hig8  and  the  tories,  thrpugh  the  nation     XXI. 
ia  ^anerjitl,  at  the  reyplution,  it  appears,  tbaf ,  p*"*"^^^ 
ia  rank,  j^operty,  and  influence,  the  torieis  were  x\^^\X' 
faperior.     ^rpm  number,    zeal,    indudry,   and  of  the 
a   fortunate    coincidence  of  events,    the  whigs  ^^jg^  and 
derived  progreffive  advantages.     It  has  heen  ge- ^^''^'^^^ 
neraily  admitted^  that,  in  the  preceding  reigns,  reign  of 
the  great^ft  niimher  of  perlbns,    who  ppiTefled  William. 
landed   efl^ttis,  dATOwed  the  principles,  and  fup- 

ported 
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CHAP,  ported  the  meafures,  of  the  tones.    To  the  htat 
^_^^^^^  intereft  was  devoted  the  undivided  attachment  ot 
•pi^eir       ^^^  eftablifhed  churchy   abounding  with   wealth 
flreogth    and  patronage,  and  refpedable  by  the  literature, 
ID  the       abilities,  and  charafter,  of  many  of  its  members. 
nauon.      »p^   ^j^j^  aflbciation,  civil  and  ecclefiaflical^  wz 
are  indebted,  in  a  great  meafure,  for  the  revo- 
lution, or,  at  leaft,  for  that  zealous  cohcurreacc 
of  the  tories  with  the  whigs,  without  which  tliat 
event  could  never  have  been  accompli(hed« 

The  fuperiority  of  the  tories,  in  property  aad 
hereditary  influence,  was  balanced  by  a  variety 
of  advantages,  which  gradually  raifed  the  povrer 
and  reputation  of  the  whigs,  and  rendered  them 
more  than  a  match  for  their  antagonifts  doiin^ 
the  reign  of  king  William.  ^ 

The  want  of   eftabliihed   influence,    and  the 
contempt  with  which  they  were  treated  by  the 
court  and  the  tories,  during  the  preceding  reigns, 
united  the  whigs  by  ciofer  ties  of  fympathy  and 
friendfhip,    and    produced  a  defined   fyftem  of 
principles,    and  well-concerted  plans  of  adicMi. 
Excluded   from  all  hope  of   preferment,    they 
laboured,  with   determined  perfeverance,  to  re- 
duce the  prerogatives    of  the   crown,    and  to 
thwart  the  inclinations  of  the  prince.      That  ir- 
regularity   and    licentioufnefs    of    government, 
which  juflifled  the  inflexible  oppofition  of  the 
whigs,  conftrained  the  tories,  who  engrofled  the 
minifterial  ofEces,  to  depart,  upon  fome  occafi* 
ons,  from    their  charafteriflical  principles,    and 
to  fall  into  inconfiftencies,    always  injurioas  to 
the  reputation  of  any  party.     Hence,  the  whigs 
advanced,  and  the  tories  declined,  in  the  efteem 
of  the  nation*    In  great  emergencies,  it  muft  be 
admitted,   that  the  tories.  followed  the  di&ates 

of 
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of  patriotifm  ;  but  this  fa£^  which  is  granted  in  C  H  A  P. 
favour  of  charafter,  may,  at  the  fame  time,  be     ^^i^j 
advanced  to  impeach  the  wifdom  and  purity  ef   ^^""^"^ 
their  general  political  fyftem.     The  great  event 
of  the  revolution  brought  home,  to  the  fenfe  and 
experience  of  all  ranks  of  men,  a  demonftration 
of  the  impof&bility  of  adhering  to  the  doArine 
of    non-refiftance    or    unconditional  obedience^ 
and  the   train    of   abfordities  with  which  it  is  ' 
conneded  '. 

Though  it  ihould  be  admitted,  that  the  politi- 
cal principles,    which    di(lingui(h  parties,    are, 
with  many  individuals,  the  eifefb  of  early  pre- 
judice, more  than  of  deliberate  inquiry  and  free 
choice,   yet,  greater  energy  and  fteadinefs  may 
'  be  expefted  in  defence  of  thofe  principles,  which 
.are  difcovered   after  examination   to  be  juft  in 
theory,  and  praftically  beneficial  to  the  interefts 
of  mankind  j   and  hence,    by  courage,   vigour j 
and  perfeverance,  fui table  to  the  dignity  and  im- 
portance of  their  caufe,  the  whigs  increafed  their 
credit  and  influence,  together  with  the  number 
of  their  adherents,  after  the  period  of  the  revo- 
.  lution.     It  is   obferved  by  Mr.  Harley,  who,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  political  life,  had  been  intimate- 
ly connected  both  with  the  whigs  and  the  tories^ 
that  the  former  were  tnoft  fuccefsful,'by  making 
.  profelytes    of   men  of   thought    and    induHrjr, 


'  It  may  be  truly  rcmat-ked,  that  the  maximi  of  th^  torles 
were  fuch  as  could  heither  be  reduced  to  pra^flice,  nor  main- 
uined  in  the  hour  of  trial.  The  principle  of  felfprtTervafion, 
the  primary  and  moft  powerful  law  of  nature,  leads  us  in- 
(linftivcly  to  itfift  that  violence  which  threatens  the  dellru<51]on 
of  our  being.  The  fubjefl  of  the  defpotic  niooarchi  condemn- 
ed to  forfeit  life  without  evidence  or  trial,  fubmits  to  the  law 
of  neceflity«  and  lays  down  his  head  upon  the  block,  not  from 
the  influence  of  principle,  but  with  fccret  reliftance  and  execra- 
tion of  opprefljon. 

Y  y  v;h:ie 
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C  HA  P.  while  the  latter  enlifted  under  their  banner!  thofc 
^^*-     who  were  diffipated  and  profligate,  and  looked  no 
farther  than  to  the  furface  of  things  *• 

The  afcendency  of  the  whigs.  at  courts  and 
their,  pofleffion  of  minifterial  offices,  duriiig  ihc 
reign  of  king  William,  afforded  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  their  private  fortunes,  and 
extending  the  influence  of  their  party.  The 
management  of  a  tedious  and  expenfive  war 
augmented  the  profit  of  every  oflicial  department, 
and  gave  birth  to  many  new  oflices  and  commif- 
fions,  which  redounded  principally  to  the  emolu- 
ment of  the  whigs,  and  brought  into  their  hands 
a  great  proportion  of  every  fpecies  of  property. 

The  progrefs  of  commerce  and  manufadures, 
favourable  to  fentiments  of  freedom  and  habits  of 
independence,  was  another  fource  of  the  extend- 
ing influence  of  the  whigs.  Thus,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that»  in  trading  and  manufaftnring 
towns,  the  whigs  were  mod  numerous,  and  that, 
in  the  vicinity  of  cathedrals,^ and  in  villages  de- 
pendent upon  great  men,  the  intereft  of  the  to- 
ries  predominated. 

V  The  foreign  proteftants,  who  reforted  to  Eng- 
land both  in  this  and  the  preceding  reigns, 
brought  a  great  accefllon  of  fttength  to  the 
whigs.  The  clerical  members  of  the  church  ci 
Jtlngland  difcovered  an  early  jealoufy  of  the  pro- 
teftant  refugees,  becaufe  they  were  not  fuf&ciently 
fubmifiive  to  the  do£lrines  and  authority  of  their 
eltablifliment ;  and  this  jealoufy  they  were  at 
pains  to  indil  into  the  tories,  over  wbofe  con- 
Iciences  they  had  a  powerful  fway.  The  unkinJ 
treatment  which  the  exiled  proteltants experienced 
from  the  tories,  as  Wwll  as  a  fimilir^ude  of  religt* 

^  Faults  on  b«(h  SI  lc\     So  ncrs's  CA.  vol.  x».  r.  xji. 

ous 
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ous  opinions  and  forms,  to  thofe.  which  the  C  H  A  P. 
Englidx  diflcnters  generally  maintained,  united,  ^^^' 
their  political  interefts,  and  augmented  the 
ftrength  of  the  whigs  ' .  From  the  experience 
of  the  advantage  thev  derived  from  the  influence 
of  the  proteftant  refugees,  the  whigs  fupported 
bills  of  naturalization,  which  were  generally  op- 
pofed  by  the  tories,  who  fpoke  of  the  perfecuted 
Palatines,  and  other  JForeign  proteftants  in  Eng- 
land, with  a  contempt  and  fcurrility,  favouring 
too  much  of  political  rancour  ^. 

It  has  already  been  obferved  in  the  progrefs  of  Their  in- 
this  hiftory,  that  it  was  the  uniform  plan  of  Wil-  flaencc 
liam,  to  compound  his  adminiftration  of  indivi-  *'  ^^^* 
duals  of  different  parties,  aiid  occafidnally  to 
turu  the  balance  in  favour  of  one  or  the  other, 
in  accommodation  to  the  current  of  events.  The 
whigs,  elated  with  their  triumph,  and  over« 
rating  their  fervices  at  the  revolution,  were  dif- 
fatisfied  with  a  bare  precedency  in  adminiftration, 
and  began,  at  an  early  period,  to  contrive  fuch 
meafures  as  might  effeftually  prevent  their  anta- 
gonifts  from  recovering  the  reins  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  might  even  reduce  their  political  influ- 
ence in  more  fubordinate  ftations.  Their  oppo- 
fition  to  an  a£t  of  indemnity,  and  their  obftinacy 
in  contending  for  amendments  of  the  corporation 
ad,  tending  to  exclude  the  tories  from  any  fliare 
of  power  or  intereft  in  the  boroughs,  were  the 
confequences  of  this  engrofling  temper.  William, 
juflly  apprehenfive  that  a  diminution  of  his  in- 
fluence would  be  the  confequcnce  of  any  re- 
ftriftion  in  the  choice  of  his  miniilry,  and  con- 

'  Advice  to  the  Freeholders  of  England.  Socners  t  Col. 
vol.  xii.  p.  379. 

^  IbiJ.  llidory  of  the  four  laft  Yean  of  the  QaecDi.p, 
221.  8cc. 

Y  yz  vinced 
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CHAP.vineed  from  long  experience  of  the  benefit  of 

^^^^'   employing  and  rewarding  the  fervices  af  e?ei) 

party,  found  himfeif  under   the  neceffity  of  dit 

niiffing  the  whigs,  though  it  could  only  be  ac- 

J*!J-         cpmpliflied  by  the  bold  meafure  of  dilTolvhig  the 

*^'       convention  parliament. 

Their       .   At  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  parliament,  the 
Iharc  in     y ng  not  only  exalted  the,  tories,  by  conferring 
adminif-    ^p^j^  ^jj^gj^  ^i^^  principal  offices  in  adminiftratioQ, 
but  rendered  their  influence  at  large  more  a- 
tenfive  and  permanent,  by  changing  the  comnuf- 
ik>n8  of  the  juftices  and  militia  in  their  favoar. 
The  tories  maintained  their  authority  in  adminif- 
tration  during  four  fucceffive  feflions  in  the  fe- 
cpnd  parliament ;    but  thq^  lung,    having  difco- 
vered  a  correfpondence,    which  feme  of  their 
leaders  carried  on  with  James,  and  finding  that 
the  fentiments  of  the  generality  of   the  whigs 
coincided    with    his   fchemes  of   policy,  again 
169^    changed  the  miniftry,  and  beftowed  the  prmcipal 
offices  of  government  upon  them. 
. ,   From  this  period,  the  power  and  popularity  of 
the  whigs  advanced,    and  difplayed   itfelf  with 
great  elFedl  and  energy,  in  the  third  parliament 
of  WiUlaiTi.      The  moft  liberal  fupplies  were 
granted,    not  with  Handing    the  nation  had  been 
burdened  by  the  long  continuance,  and  great  ei- 
pences,  of  a  war.     By  the  eminent  abilities  of 
fome  of  the  whig  minifters,  the  greateft  difficul- 
•    tics  were .  furmounted,  in  order  to  make  the  fup- 
plies effeftual,  to  reftore  the  coin  to  its  proper 
Uandard  and   purity,    and  to   accompliffa  other 
meafures   efTential  to  the  future   credit  of  tbe 
'^'^^'^'  nation. 

,697.  The  peace  of  Ryfwick  affordfed  the  tories  a^ 
unexpecied  opportunity  of  undermining  the  in- 
flugtice  of  the  whigs,  of  ieffening  their  credit »' 

cour:. 
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court,   a&d  defaming  their  reputation  with  th&C  H  A  P, 
people.     The  news   of  the  peace  were  received^  ^ll 
\rith  univerfal  joy  by  the  nations  chiefly  upon 
account  of  the  aiTurance  it  gave  them  of  being 
relieved  from  the  heavy  burdens  which  they  had 
fuftained  during  the  war.    It  would  have  been 
difficult  for  any  miniftry,  at  that  period,  to  have 
contrived    fuch    regulations  of   ceconomy,    and 
fuch  immediate  reduction  of  taxes,  as  were  ne« 
celfary  to  gratify  the  expedations  of  the  people  ; 
but,    when    they   heard  that   miniftry  hefitated 
about  difbanding  the  army,  the  mod  obvious  and 
defirable  means  of  faving  the  public   expence,^ 
univerfal  difcontent  prevailed.     An  averfion  to  a 
{landing  army  was  one  of  the  earlieft  and  moft 
decided  criterions  of  the  whigs.     The  fyftem  of 
policy  which  they  adopted  in  connexion  with  the 
new  fettlement,  the  ftate  of  the  continent,  the 
earned  defire  of  the  king,  the  very  prefervatioa 
of  thofe  great  national  objects  which  they  had 
already  -attained,    all  required  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  larger  military  force  than  feemed  confident 
either  with  their  own  principles,  or  the  preju« 
dices  of  the  people.      The  whigs,    then,    were 
preffed  by  this  dilemma.     If  they  contended  for 
a  ftanding  army,  their  integrity  and  confiftency 
would  be  impeached,  and  their  popularity  loft ; 
if  they  gave  up  this  point,  diey  muft  forfeit  the 
royal  favour,  endanger  the  liberty  of  their  coun- 
try, and  the  independence  of  Europe.  ,  The  con- 
fequence    was,    that  they    feparated    upon  thi^ 
queilion  wh^n  brought  to  a  vpte,  and  did  nothing 
tor  the  king   as  a  party.      The  feeble  efforts,. 
made%  by  tjie  whig  minitters  to  gratify  the  defire 
of  the  court,  introduced  internal  divifions ;  at<r 
traded  popular  cenfure,  which  extended  to  the 
^Iiole  party ;  a9d  at  length  compleied  the  tri- 
umph 
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CHAP.umph  of  their  rivals.  During  this  languifiimg 
t^_^^'  influence  of  the  whigs,  of  which  the  king  wai 
^^^  every  day  more  fcnfible  frqm  being  fruftratedin 
his  favourite  meafures,  the  tories  offered  tbdr 
fervices,  and  boafted  o{  their  influence.  He 
njade  a  partial  change  of  adminiftration  in  their 
favour,  after  the  firlc  fei&on  of  the  fourth  par- 
liament ;  by  \xrhich,  however,  he  found  that  be 
had  lofl:  the  fupport  of  one  party,  without  ac« 
quiring  the  cordial  attachn^ent  and  fervices  of  the 
other. 

The  tories  infilled  on  the  total  diTmiffioaof 
the  whigs,  as  neceflary  for  enabling  them  to 
'699-  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  king.  He  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede.  Lord  Somers  was  re- 
moved from  ofiice ;  Mr.  Montague  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  lords ;  and,  that  the  influence 
of  the  tories  might  have'  free  fcope  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  parliament,  which  had  beea 
fummoned  under  a  whig  a^niiniflration,  vas 
17^-  prematurely  diflblved.  The  tories  were  not  dit 
appointed  in  their  expedations  of  the  parliament, 
in  which  they  found  themfelvesable  to  commaiuia 
majority  of  votes ;  but  their  fuccefs  enfnared  them. 
1701.  Flulhed  by  the  number  and  zeal  of  their  adhe- 
rents, the  miniftry  confidered  themfelves  as  iflde* 
pendent  on  the  king^  and  ufed  their  power, 
rather  to  gratify  their  own  refentments,  than  to 
pr6ihote  fuch  meafures  as  were  acceptable  to  tbe 
court,  and  calculated  to  gain  them  credit  with 
the  people.  The  precipitancy  and  vehemence  of 
their  proceedings  againft  fome  of  thbfe  perfoos 
who  had  been  the  principal  aftor^  intbewhij; 
adminiftration,  notwithftanding  the  accoroplift- 
ment  of  feme  meafures  of  great  utility,  difgufteJ 
fhe  king,  embroiled  the  miniftry  with  the  houfe 
' '  ^  -*-  ■    '  ".  of 
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of  lords,  and  rendered  them  odious  to  the  na-  C  HA  P. 
tion  ;  fo  that,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  who  were  ,^^^}^ 
not   of  the  party,    the  king    diflblved  his  fifth  j^'ov. 
parliament,  which  had  exifted  only  for  a  fmgle  170!. 
feiiion.     He  called  a  new  parliament,  and  began    1702. 
to  form  a  whig  adminiftration,  which  was  not 
completed  before  his  death  * . 

From  this  (hort  review  of  the  alternate  rife  and 
depreflion  of  whigs  and  tories,  it  appears,  that 
the  whigs  enjoyed  the  greateft  (hare  of  minif- 
terial  power  and  public  emolument  during  the 
reign  of  William,  and  certainly  poffeffed  more 
of  his  confidence  than  the  other  party  *.  If  the 
balance  was  turned  againft  them,  it  was  only 
upon  emergencies,  and  for  a  feafon.  It  was  re- 
ftored  again,  as  often,  and  as  foon,  as  they  be- 
came capable  of  carrying  on  the  public  bufineis. 

The  comparative  merit  of  whigs  and  tories  may 
be  eitimated,  either  from  an  abftradk  view  of 
their  political  principles,  or  from  the  meafures 
of  government  which  they  feverally  defended  or 
oppofed,  while  they  were  in  or  out  of  power. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to .  enter  into  an  abftrad  ^ 
view  of  the  principles  of  whigs  and  tories,  far- 
ther than  I  have  done  inilluftrating  the  preceding 
obfervations ;    becaufe   it    will    be   found,    that  fncon- 
their   political  meafures   and   condufl:  have  not  (iftencies 
differed  from  one  another,  fo  invariably  and  fo*"^|j*A 
widely,    as  the  principles  which  they  profefled  ^f ^1^  ^^ 
would  naturally  have  led  us  to  expeft.     Whigs 
and  tories  in  adminidration,  and  >vhigs  and  tories 
in  oppofition,     exhibit     ftriking  features  of  ro- 
femblance  to  each  othtff.      If  we  were  to  draw  a 
contrail  of  political  characlers,  without  affixing 


^  Hardwicke's  Ccikdlior.r,  yo!.  li.  p  4^,0. 
*  Burnet. 
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p  H  A  P.  the  names  of  che  originals,  wc  fhould  find  ape 
^^^-    and   copious  materials,  by  purfuing  the  biftorj 

^^^'^'^^^^  of   the  fame  party,    an^  the  fapie  individuals, 
through  the  viciflitudes  of  favour  and  diigrace  ai 
(Court.      Tbie  grounds  of  this  remark   mull  be 
obvious  to  every  man,  who  is  acquainted  witli 
pur  hiftory  from  the  revolution  to  the  prefent 
day ;  I  r^mipd  the  reader  only  of  fuch  a^  hare 
occurred  in  the  courfe  of  this  work.     In  the  de- 
bates upon  the  queftions  relating  to  the  laws  of 
treafon,  to  the  trials  of  confpirators,  to  the  fof- 
penfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  and  to   the  dif. 
banding  of  the  army,  the  ,whig8  held  a  drain  of 
argument,  which  they  had  often  condemned  do. 
ring  the  two  pr^sceding  reigns;  and  thetories  ob« 
tained  a  tranfient  popularity,  by  pofTeifing  them- 
felves  of  the  ground  which  their  adverfaries  had 
deferted,  an4  retorting  thofe  accufations  and  re- 
proaches  with  ^hich  their  own  party  had  been 
formerly  branded^      In  fupport  of  the   bill  for 
triennial  parliaments,   the  bill  for  amending  the 
treafon   laws,   the  place  bill,  the  revocation  of 
the  royal  grants   in  Ireland,  and  the  limitations 
introduced   jn  the  a^s  of  fettlement,  the  tories 
were  fuccefsful,  nor  only  in  thwarting  the  mea- 
fures  of  their  antagpnids  while  in  adminift ration, 
but    in  impofing  durable  rcilriclions   upon  the 
influence  of  the  court,  and  introducing  important 
amendments  into   the  conftitution.     In  profecu* 
tion  of  the   impeachment   of  the  minillers  con- 
cerned in  the  partition  treaty,  the  tories  aflfumed 
a  zeal  for  cpntinental  intereds,  which  they  had 
ever  oppofed  when  it  proteeded  frpm  the  wh^s. 
In  vindication  of  the  apparent  inconfiftency  of 
the  latter  in  the  examples  now  recited,  we  are 
bound  in  candour  to  obferve,  that  a  very  mate- 
fial  change  in  the  circumftances  of  the  nation, 

and 
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and  particularly  the  claim  of  a  rival  to  the  crown,  CHAP, 
fupported  by  a  powerful  faction  at  home,  ren-  ^  ^^ 
dered  it  neceffary  for  them  to  deviate  from  thofc 
]x>litical  maxims  and  refolutions,  which  they  had 
declared,  in  too  abfolute  and  indefinite  terms, 
during  the  period  of  their  oppofition  fo  arbitrary 
government  ' .  Political  maxims  are,  more  than 
thofe  of  any  other  fcience  whatever,  liable  to 
exceptions,  according  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  times  ;  art  J  were  they  rigidly  and  iujflexibly 
jidiiered  to,  would  often  fruflrate  the  very  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  at  firft  adopted. 

If  there  be  any  fundamental  and  comprehen- 
five  principle,  dillinguifiung  the  whigs  from  the 
tories,  it  is  that  which  they  avow  with  refpeft  to 
the  interfering  claims  of  the  prince  and  the  peo* 
pJe.  The  privileges  of  the  people  the  whigs 
profefs  to  guard  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  to  vindi- 
cate from  the  encroachment  of  every  rival  in- 
tereft.  The  tories  are  devoted  with  the  fupreme 
afiedions  of  their  hearts  to  maintain  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown.  In  every  queftion,  there* 
fore,  of  interference  between  prerogative  and 
privilege,  that  is  not  already  fixed  with  precifion 
by  ftatute  or  precedent,  the  whigs,  in  conformity 
to  their  principles,  may  be  expedted  to  adhere 
to  the  latter,  and  the  tories  to  theformer;  and 
yet  there  i$  not  any  one  point  in  which  both 
parties  have  aded  more  vaguely,  and  fo  often  in 
direft  oppofition  to  their  favourite  principles.  If 
we  colled  and  examine  the  long  catalogue  of 
queftibns,  direftly  or  indireftly  referring  to  that 
fubjeft,  from  the  aera  of  the  revolution  down  to 
the  prefent  times,  they  will  rather  appear  to  have 

'  Preface   to  the  Subjcdl's   Right  of   Pctiuooing.      State 
Jrafls,  T.  W.  vol.  iii.  p.  257. 

been 
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CHAP,  been  difputes  between  adminiftration  and  oppot 
,  J~i'^  tion,  than  between  whig  and  tory,  and  to  hare 
•had  for  their  objed,  nor  thefupport  of  principle, 
but  the  acqnifitlon  and  retention  of  power. 
Merits  But    however  variable  and  contradiftory  the 

and  faults,  fentiments  of  whigs  and  tories  may  have  been 
with  refpe£t  to  queftions  purely  political,  yei 
both  of  them  have  more  uniformly  adhered  to 
ihofe  principles  regarding  religion  and  ecclefiafti- 
cal  polity,  which  were  coeval  with  their  exigence 
as  parties.  The  whigs,  whether  within  or  wiii- 
out  the  pale  of  the  national  church,  have  been 
not  only  profeffed,  but  generally  confiftent, 
aftive  friends  to  religious  liberty.  They  dm 
the  exclufive  honour  of  having  been  the  advo- 
cates for  every  meafure,  calculated  to  promote 
toleration  and  religious  liberty,  that  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Britifh  legiflature.  They  glory  ia 
many  unfuccefsful  ftruggles  to  abolifli  peaal  lla- 
tutes,  and  to  remove  reftridions  upon  confcicncc, 
introduced  by  the  fadious  fpirit  and  narrow  jea- 
loufy  of  the  tories,  aided  by  the  confcicntious, 
though  illiberal  zeal  of  thofe  who  held  offices  oi 
dignity  in  the  church  '.  The  conftant  declara- 
tion and  afliduous  exertion  of  the  whigs  in  behalf 
of  religious  liberty,  as  it  formed  a  predominant  fea- 
ture in  their  charafter,  fo  it  was  marked  and  cri- 
ticifed  by  their  aiitagonifts  as  the  fitteft  inftrumen: 
to  work  upon  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
to  propagate  the  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  the 
ecclefiaflical  conftitution.  The  church  of  Eng- 
land and  the  whigs  were  often  reprefented  by  the 
party  writers,  in  this  and  the  fucceeding  rei;;n, 
as  inveterate  enemies,  whofe  intereHs  and  affec- 
tions it  was  impoifible  ever  to  reconcile;  J^nd 
that   period,  when  the  monarchy  and  hierarchy 

*  Sachevcrcll's  Trul. 
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ad  been  deftroyed  by  the  fame  hands,  was  often  CHAP. 
eoalled  to  view,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  union ,   ^^^* 
>f   the  tories  with  the  church  *. 

By  this  political  artifice,  the  tories  not  only  al- 
ured  the  greateft  number  of  the  officiating  mem-* 
bers  of  the  church  of  England  to  their  party,  but, 
upon  fome  occafions,  they  meanly  availed  them- 
Telves  of  the  auxiliary  ftrength  of   enthufiafm, 
bigotry,  and  the  tumultuary  interpofition  of  the, 
people.     Tbofe  among  the  whigs,  who  were  fin- 
cerely  attached  to  the  eftabliflied  religion,  per- 
ceived the  infidious  defigns  of  their  antagonifts, 
and,  to  prevent  a  confufion  of  titles  that  might 
prove  detrimental  to  the  caufe  gf  liberty  by  mif-. 
leading  weaker  minds,  they  framed  a  new  ecclefi- 
ailical  depomination,  to  preferye  unbroken  and 
detached  ^he  whig  intereft  refiding  within  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  church.    Under  the  de/cription  of  high 
and  low  cburcb,  the  political  warfare  was  transfer- 
red into  confecrated  ground,  and  whigs  and  tories. 
carried  on  their  conflids,  within^  t^Q  pale  of  the 
church,  with  equal  pretenfions  of  attachment  tQ 
berconditjution  and  interefi. 

As  the  conduct  of  the  individual  is  more  in- 
fluenced by  the  heart  than  by  the  uiiderflanding, 
fo,  in  the  hiftpry  of  parties,  we  often  trace  predo - 
minant  affeflions,  which  lead  them  to  ad  in  con- 
tradidion  to  the  political  maxims  they  profefs,  and 
which,  more  than  thefe,  afcertain  the  difcriminat- 
ing  features  of  their  charader.     When  I  obferve 
that  the  affedions,  of  the  tories  inclined  to  the 
family  of  Stuart,  and  that  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown  in  theprotef^ant  line  was  the  objed  that  was 
jcver  neareft  to  the  hearts  of  the  whigs,  I  do  not 
mean  to  aifert,  either  that  the  leading  and  mofl; 
pfpedable  men  among  the  tories  wifhed  to  recal 

^  Rapia  on  Parties,  vol.  i:.  p,  799.  803. 
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C"H  A  ^'  k^^g  James,  or  that  all  thofe,  who  had  the  nazae 
XXf.  of  whigs,  were  free  from  the  guilt  of  conipimg 
to  overturn  the  revolution  fettlement ;  but  what  i 
af&rm,  upon  the  evidence  of  fad,  is,  that  chs 
whigs  took  their  meafures  more  with  a  view  tofup- 
port  the  revolution  fettlement,  than  to  maiauia 
confiftency,  or  to  difplay  a  rigid  adherence  to  thdc 
principles  which  they  had  maintained  before  they 
came  into  power.  The  early  hefitation  of  the 
tories,  about  completing  the  work  which  they  had 
begun  in  concert  with  the  whigs,  and  their  noto* 
rious  and  frequent  departure  from  that  refped  to 
prerogative,  for  which  they  had  often  and  ilrenu- 
ouily  contended,  certainly  flowed  from  a  remnant 
of  affection  to  the  exiled  family,  indicated  a  dip 
affe£i:ion  to  the  perfon  of  William,  and  an  incfiffc- 
rence,  if  not  a  fecret  averfion,  to  that  fettlemeDt 
of  the  fucceflion  which  he  wiflied  to  eftabliik 
The  bare  recital  of  a  few  fa£b  will,  at  once,  du* 
cidate  and  confirm  thefe  obfervations. 

Though  the  tories  kept  equal  pace  with  the  whigs 
in  the  firft  ftages  of  the  revolution,  they  ftopt 
Ihort  while  they  were  yet  far  from  the  end  of  tlut 
patriotic  journey.  The  plan  of  the  regency,  of 
which  they  were  fo  tenacious  during  the  interreg- 
num, befpoke  an  anxious  retrofpeft  to  James,  and, 
if  it  had  fucceeded,  mufl  have  facilitated  his  re- 
fumption  of  the  throne,  and  would  certainly  have 
enfured  the  fucceflion  of  bis  fon. 

The  hafteof  the  whigs  to  inved  William  with 
royal  power,  their  negleft  of  the  moft  favourable 
opportunity  to  obtain  limitations  of  prerogative, 
and  farther  fecurities  for  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, may  be  confidered  as  early  examples  of  their 
waving  and  poftponing  the  oper2(tion  of  principle, 
in  conccflion  to  that  fettlement  of  the  crown  upon 
which  their  affeftions  were  bent,     The  zeal  of  the 

whigs 


1 


POLITICAL   TRANSACTIONS.    &e.    ,  701 

u/higs  in  entering  into  aflbciations  for  the  defence  CHAP. 
[>f  the  king's  perfon  upon  the  difcovery  of  confpi-     ^1: 
racies,  their  framing  and  impofing   the  drifted 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  the  frequent 
fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  their  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  modes  of  trial  in  cafes  of  trea- 
fon,  ixrere,  perhaps,   in  the  critical  fituation  of 
affairs,  neceflary  meafures  to  fecure  the  revolution 
fettkment ;  but  the  adoption  of  them,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  profefled  fentiments  and  at  the  hazard 
of  reproach,  were  evidences,  that  the  fecurity  of 
that  fettlement  was  the  fupreme  object  of  their  care 
and  anxiety. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  oppofition  of  the  tories 
to  thofe  very  meafures  which  expofed  the  whigs  to 
the  charge  of  inconfiftency,  their  mifreprefenting 
and  employing  them  to  excicea  jealoufy  of  govern- 
ment, the  detradion  with  which  thev  often  fpoke 
of  the  perfon  and  prerogatives  ot  the  prince, 
though  their  principal  aim  was  to  revile  and  dif- 
place  their  antagonifts,  afforded  a  ftriking  evidence 
of  glaring  inconfiftency,  and  that  they  were  not 
always  exemplary  in  thofe  courtly  virtues  for  which 
they  valued  themfelves  '°. 

The  place  bill,  the  triennial  bill,  and  the  limi* 
-tations  in  the  aft  of  fettleiiicnr,  introduced  by  a 
tory  miniftry,  demonftrated,  that  their  attach- 
ment to  the  prerogative  was  annexed  to  the  here- 
ditary line  of  defcent ;  and  when  that  was  broken, 
their  lofty  ideas  of  majefly  funk  into  tlie  fame 
level  with  thofe  of  their  antagoniils,  whom  they 
accufed  of  a  deliberate  and  1*\  ftematic  defign  to 
circumfcribe  and  reduce  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  Were  we  to  purfue  this  fubjeft  down 
from  the  period  of  this  hiftory,  it  would  be  found, 
that,  though  the  fentiments  of  all  parties  were  too 

"  °  Jura  populi  Anglrcani.    State  Tra^s,  T.  W.  vol.  iii. 
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^XXT  ^'  "^"^^  biaffcd  by  intereft  and  regulated  by  acdden- 
'  ;talcircumftances,  yet  there  remains  fufficicntproo: 
to  afcertain  this  fa^,  that,  i^hile  the  whigs  were 
fincere  in  their  attachment  to  the  aft  of  fettlemeor, 
the  tories  never  loft  fight  of  the  fucceflion  of  th: 
houfe  of  Stuart,  till  that  of  Hatiover  was  feated 
upon  the  throne. 

After  all,  I  do  not  mean  to  affirm,  that  the  g^ 
nerality  of  the  tories  entertained  any  fixed  par* 
pofe  of  recalling  the  pretender,  or  were  difpofedto 
prefer  his  intereft  to  that  of  the  conftitution  '  '• 
They  gave  fufficient  proof,  that  the  latter  had  the 
principal  place  in  their  affedions,  by  their  conduft 
at  the  revolution,  and  would  probably  have  done 
the  fame  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  upon  a  clear  and 
decided  oppofition  between  the  claims  of  the  lineal 
heir  and  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution*  But  tfaey 
were  averfe  to  thofc  meafures  which  rejeded  far 
ever  the  hereditary  line  of  kings  ;  and  yet,  with 
this  afifedion,  the  pique,  the  refentment,  and  the 
pride  of  party,  fometimes  interfered,  and  the  tones 
themfelves  were  more  than  once  inftrumental  in 
cnafting  fuch  laws,  as  moft  effedlually  fecured  rfic 
exclufion  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  and  the  contiQa* 
ance  of  the  proteftant  fucceflion.  If  that  venera- 
tion for  prerogative,  by  which  the  tories  were  dif- 
tinguifhed,  abated,  and  a  contrariety  in  their  po- 
litical fentimenjts  was  occafioned  by  the  influence 

• '  There  certainly  was  fuch  a  dcfign  in  the  latter  period  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  it  was  formed  by  dit  tones,  bet, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  few  of  them  only  were  oriry  to  ii«  The 
ftatutes,  the  voice  of  the  people,  the  o/Bcial  language  of  die 
miniilry,  were  Co  much  againil  it,  that  the  queen  iceins  to  hate 
been  afraid  to  communicate  to  her  mtniKers,  and  her  mimflen  eo 
her«  and  to  one  another,  what  they  all  dddred  jo  their  bean, 
lierd  Oxford,  though  conne^ed  with  that  miniflry,  probab!; 
never  entenained  any  ferious  view  of  reftoring  the  prcteBdo> 
-  Macpherfon's  Stale  Papers.  Cuningham's  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  paf* 
Urn. 

of 
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>f  their  attachment  to  the  exiled  family,  fo,  upon  CHAP. 
he  other  hand,  thofe  meafures  of  their  antago- ,  ^^^* 
lifts,  which  juftified  the  tories  in  retorting  the 
:harge  of  fluftuation  and  inconfiftency,  may  be 
iraced  to  a  fimilar  prediledion,  or  propenfity  of 
a.ffe£tion  to  the  perfon  of  William ;  not  perhaps 
on  account  of  his  private  virtues,  but  of  that  well- 
earned  fame^  which  he  had  acquired  by  being  the 
protector  of  liberty,  and  of  the  proteftant  religion. 
Xhus,  the  whigs  not  only  became  advocates  for 
prerogative,    in  the  inftances  above  mentioned, 
but  dire&ed  their  public  conduct,  too  much,  in 
compliance  with  the  prejudices  and  political  views 
of  the  king.     To  this  attachment  -  was  imputed  a 
ibced  determination  of  the  whig  adn^inidration  to 
augment  the  army,  while  they  diminiihed  and  neg- 
le^ed  the  naval  force  of  the  kingdom.     Every  de- 
partment belonging  to  the  latter  was  managed  with 
carelefihefs  and  treachery,  no  lefs  injurious  to  the 
honour,  than  to  the  fafety  of  the  nation  '  *.     As 
the  genius  and  habits  of  William  rendered  him  par-* 
tial  to  the  land  fervice,  the  whig  miniders  departed 
from  the  moderate  quota  of  troops  agreed  to  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  ;  they  gradually  aug- 
mented the  military  eftablilhmeht ;  and,  at  length, 
were  not  afhamed  to  contend  for  the  propriety  of 
maintaining  a  large  (landing  army,  at  an  enormous 
cxpence. 

When  we  trace  the  glarin;^  inconfiftencies  of 
both  parties  to  motives  of  afjfedlion,  it  is  fair  to 
obferve,  that  thefe  did  not  operate,  with  the  fame 
uniformity,  and  to  the  fame  extent,  upon  whigs 
and  tories.  The  meafures,  which  were  deroga- 
tory to  prerogative,  appear  to  have  been  fuppoFted 
by  the  tories,  with  concert  and  in  a  bddy^  .whereas 

■*  Faaks^onboth   SiJcs;  Somers's  ColL,5lIon8,  voL  xv.  p. 
300. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  inconfiftency  of  the  whigs,  in  defending  vht , 
^^^'  may  be  called  prerogative  meafures^  was  a^^^ 
t)Ie,  principally,  to  fuch  of  them  as  were  in  office, 
together  with  a  few,  who  entertained  an  high  6- 
teem  of  William,  founded  upon  early  acquaim- 
ance  and  gratitude  for  the  fervices  he  had  done  the 
nation.  Though  we  do  not  admit  the  aflertioD  oi' 
a  party- writer,  that^  in  the  queftioncoacefBii^i 
(landing  army,  ^^  all  the  honeft  and  wife  men  of 
"  their  own  party  deferted  them  •%**  yet,  inqocf- 
^tions  palpably  deviating  from  the  political  manms, 
which  they  thcmfelves  had  profeffed*  the  vhigs 
feparated,  and  their  leaders  were  deferted  by  many, 
who,  in  their  ordinary  condud,  adhered  with  fide* 
lity  to  their  party. 

The  faults,  with  which  both  parties  reciprocaHy 
upbraided  each  other,  have,  in  fome  n&eafare, 
.been  anticipated  by  thefe  remarks  upon  the  inxxm- 
fiftency  of  their  condud.  We  ought  to  pay  no 
regard  to  virulent  aifenions,  indifcriminately  voited 
during  feafons  of  heat  and  violence;  but  to  found 
our  opinions  upon  the  evidence  of  fa<5ts,  and  fori? 
io  diftinguifh  between  thofe  circumftances,  which 
arife  from  the  (lation  and  fortune  of  parties,  and 
thofe,  which  indicate  inherent  and  incorrigible 
depravity  of  principle.  Rapacity,  refentment,  an 
overbearing,  engrolling  fpirit,  may,  more  or  lel$, 
be  imputed  to  every  party  in  the  day  of  power. 
Contention,  mifreprefentation  of  their  antagoniih, 
acrimony  and  malignity,  adhere,  with  few  excq)ti- 
ons,  to  thofe  who  are  out  of  place.  If  the  tones 
were  charged  with  felf-conceit,  infolence,  haugh- 
tinefs  of  demeanour,  in  the  courfe  of  their  tranf- 
a&ing  bufinefs,  tbefe  vices  ought  not  to  be  afcribed 
to  any  indelible  lUmp  of  poUticaL  character,  but 

■'  Faults  on  both  Sides;  Soners's  Colleftions,  vol.  %f.  f 
302. 

to 
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tt>  tike  prejudices  of  domeftic  edncadon,  at  a  period  C  H  A I^* 
^vhen  an  high  eftimatioQ  was  aifigned  to  tbofe*  dif-  J^^^- 
tiB^Uons  of  fortune  aned  family,  iir  which  the  tones 
claimed  pre-eminence.  If  they  were  precipitate 
and  ardent  in  profecuting  their  mourxte  measures, 
it  might  arife  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  ifyfta* 
biUty  of  their  influence,  which  ftimuiated  them 
to  improve,  to  the  heft  advantage,  intervals  of 
power,  derived  from  fortuitous  eYeats,-more  than 
£rom  any  cordial  favour  of  the  prince^  or  their 
eftablifhe^d  popularity.  The  fame  motives  might 
tranfport  them,  beyonid  the  bounds  of  generofity 
and  true  policy,  in  the  violence  of  their  plans  to 
gratify  rdentment  againft  their  rivals,  (harpened 
by  a  mortifying  fenfe  of  the  finking  influence  of 
tlieir  party,  and  of  their  long  exdufion  from 
power  ■♦. 

If,  upon  the  moft  impartial  fcrutihy  into  the 
condud  of  parties,  it  appears,  that  the  whigs  had 
the  greateft  merit  in  promoting  and  upholding  the 
fettlement  of  government  introduced  by  the  revo- 
lution, fo  it  will  alfo  be  acknowledged,  that  Tome 
of  the  whigs  inadminiftration  were  guilty  of  gro& 
mifdemeanouts,  which  affixed  a  de^p  and  laiHng 
ftain  upon  their  party. 

Though  generous  and  public  motives  fiiould  be 
candidly  allowed  to.  have  adluated  the  whigs,  in 
the  firft  fteps  of  the  revolution,  individuals  among 
thiem.  were  afterwards  fo  aftive  in  turning  that 
event  to  their  own  private  account,  that  it  afforded 
but  toojuft  ground  for  fufpefting,  that  felf-inte- 
refthad  ever  been  in  view  as  their  uhUnaie  end. 
They  were  infoient,  rapacious,  infatiable  in  their 
demands  for  preferment :  they  were  continually 
upbraiding  the  king  with  their  fervices^  and  fet  thd 

,  ^  Rapin  on  Parties- 

Z  Si  higheft 
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^  xxt  ^*  **'8fc«^  V^'^^  ^P^^  *P*-  ^^^  fadsfied  with  the 
,fair  profits  of  the  lucrative  places  about  toait, 
they  put  to  fale  many  offices,  v^bich  required  the 
mod  judicious  fele&ioii  of  capacity  and  fiuthfiil- 
nefs.  Where  grants  and  fale  of  offices  £uled, 
exorbitant  penfions  were  folicited  for  themfelves 
and  their  retainers.  To  private  avarice  and  rapa- 
city the  whig  minifters,  in  this  rdgn,  added  na- 
precedented  extravagance  and  profuiion  in  the  ma* 
nagement  of  the  revenue  " .  Though  no  perfon, 
who  has  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  bufiaefiof 
finance  and  the  refources  of  the  nation,  during  the 
reign  of  William,  can  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that  the 
fupplies,  neceflary  to  provide  for  the  public  ex- 
pence,  could  have  been  raifed  within  the  year,  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  the  means  taken  for  that  end  wece 
often  ill  devifed  ;  that  money  was  borrowed  at  an 
exorbitant  premium,  and  expended  with  fuch  con- 
tempt of  all  rules  of  ceconomy,  as  occafioned  as 
immediate  depreciation  of  public  credit,  and  has 
entailed  grievous  burdens  upon  pofterity '  ^.  'Ihus, 
while  the  emoluments  of  the  fervants  of  govern- 
ment were  extravagantly  augmented,  too  much  of 
the  public  money  was  laviihed  upon  individuals, 
and  princely  fortunes  were  accumulated  by  many 
of  the  whigs,  whofe  merits  were  eftimated  by 
zeal  for  their  party,  more  than  by  fenrrcpa  ren- 
dered to  their  country.  Hence,  it  was  a  common 
obfervation  among  thofe,  who  prof^ed  to  abftaia 
from  all  connexion  with  party,  and  to  criricife  the 
condud:  of  political  men  with  impartiality,  that 
the  tories  facrificed  the  liberties,  and  the  wfaigs 


■s  Secfct  Hid'ory  ofaoe  Yeafi  Somers^i  Cot*  vol.    xH.  p. 
401. 

■^  Sic^air*s  Hiftory  cf  the  Rtfenue,  p«  50,  ftc. 

the 
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the  purfes,  of  the  nation  ■^.    It  was  calculated, CHAP 
that  king  William  received  more  money  from  his  v351L 
people,  in  the  courfe  of  five  years  of  the  war,  than 
any  four  of  the  kings  of  England  had  done,  fince 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  fourth,  and.  than  all  the 
kings  of  England  had  done  (torn  the  conqueft 
doMrn  to  that  period:  that  he  had  received  more 
inoney  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  than  had  beeii 
given  to  Elizabeth,  during  her  long  reign  of  forty- 
five  years  :  that  the  difburfements,  upon  the  arti- 
cle of  penfions  alone,  exceeded  one  million;  afuni 
far  beyond  the  example  of  royal  munificence  in 
any  preceding  reign  * ". 

The  criminality  of  mifmanagement  and  the 
abufi^  of  power,  above  defcribed,  might  have 
tefted  upon  individuals,  if  the  whigs  had  not  pur^ 
fued  fuch  me^fures  as  feemed  to  imply  the  confci* 
bufnefs  of  wrong,  andadreadofdete£tion;  which 
tended  to  involve  the  whole  party  in  the  partici- 
pation of  guilt.  They  ftruggled,  long  aiid  dbfti- 
nately,  to  party  evety  inquiry,  calculated  for  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  to  light  extravagance  and  abufe 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  revenue;  dnd,  when  thfe 
appointnlent  of  dommiiEonerl  to  examine  the  pub*^ 
lie  accounts  was,  at  length,  obtained,  they  con- 
trived to  modify  and  fetter  their  powers  by  claufes^ 
tending  to  fruftrate,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  pur- 
pofe of  their  appointment.  The]j  proftitlited  their 
abilities,  in  poftponing  and  evi^ding  the  means  of 
conviding  thofe  peiibns,  who  were  ftrongly  fuf- 


"  Secret  Hiftory  of  one  Ycari 

"  Price  of  Abdication.  Somers's  CollcAion,  voJ.  xi;  i>. 
70.  In  the  rcig^o  of  Wiliiam«  the  furn  of  58,69b,6H8l.  19s.  Hd. 
M^dS  raifed.  According  to  .this  calculation,  king  William's  an- 
nual  income  mud  have  a^untcd  to  the  fu:u  of  4i4i5936«>l. 
Clialmers's  Eftimaie,  p.  71. 

Z  55  Jt  peSed 
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CHAP,  pefled  of  the  mod  notorious  embezziemeat  of  the 

^^^^^^  public  moTiey  \^y 

Obfervati-     ^T^oxti  the  rafts  and  obfervations  introduced  us 

ona.  the  above  furvey  of  parties,  it  will  be  ob^oas  to 
the  intelligent  reader,  that  neither  the  principles 
nor  condilft  of  ^hig  or  tory  hare  been  to  eflend- 
ally  and  invariably  oppofite,  as  to  eftablilh  a  fixed 
and  unalterable  line  of  feparatioii :  that  the  erron 
of  the  one  were  not  fo  enormous  and  obftinate,  as 
to  prevent  their  contributing,  with  cordiality  and 
fuccefs,  both  to  the  deliverance  and  amendment  of 
the  conftitution ;  nor  the  wifdom  of  the  other  fo 
infallible,  and  their^ purity  fo  untainted,  as  to  pre- 
fer, upon  all  occafions,  the  public  good  to  private 
interell  and  party  conliderations.  It  would  thcK- 
fore  have  been  equally  unjuft  and  impolitic  in  Wil- 
liam, to  have  excluded  the  tories  from  truft  and 
employment,  or  to  have  preferred  the  whigs  to 
them,  without  referve  and  caution. 

It  would  be  illiberal,  on  the  one  hand,  to  con- 
deriin  any  clafs  or  party,  merely  for  an  uncouth  or 
unpopular  name,  or  for  herefies,  contained  in  the 
,  political  creed  of  their  anceftors  an  hundred  years 
ago,  and  which  are  not  only  renounced  by  their 
children,  but  repugnant  to  their  education,  thdr 

*  ^  Letter  to  a  new  Member  of  the  Hoofe  of  Comniofis.  So- 
iners*s  CoIIe^ions,  voL  xv.  p.   i86. 

The  comminioners  appointed  for  taking*  examining,  &c.  the 
public  acGounrs,  did  not  anfwer  ihe  eiipedtations  ol  the  oatioo. 
•  for  which  thtfe  obvious  reafons  may  be  afT^oed  : 

Several  great  men,  who  had  large  accounts  to  pafs,  Lboore^ 
tocramp  the  commiilloners  in  thek  power,  and  to  difcoanteoaoc* 
them  in  their  report.  There  was  a  flaw  in  the  eommtlliooitfelf ; 
for  the  comraillioners  were  not  fufijcicntly  empowered  to  require 
proof  of  .fufpcclcd  vouchers.  They  could  not  coramit  perfow 
for  contempt  of  authority,  and,  confequently,  were  expofeJ  Z9 
,  the  hazard  of  being  aboled  by  falfe  vouchers,      ibid.     See  Jftr 

Sonjcrs's  Colle^iona,  voK  xlk  p-'4oi.  451.  453. 

temper. 
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temper,  aad  tbe  fpirh  of  the  times,  irrenflibly CHAR 
powerfol  i»  moukling  tbe  chara^er$  of  individu*     ^^ 
als-     On  the  otber  hand,  it  wotild  be  weak  and 
dangerous  to  be  inveigled  by  the  boafted  pretenfl- 
ons  of  fa&ious  men,  who,  being  deftitute  of  ge- 
nuine principles,  feek  to  borrow  credit  from  titles, 
confecrated  to  the  veneration  and  gratitude  of  pof- 
terity  by  tbe  patriotic  virtues  of  tbofe  to  whom 
they  were  firil  applied.     The  capacity,  the  exer- 
tion, the  probity,  and  the  independence,  of  the 
man,  to  whatever  political  denomination  he  may 
belong,  are  the  moft  effential  qualifications  of  the 
minifter,  and  the  moft  folid  bafis  of  the  public  ap* 
probation  and  confidence* 

^  Suchy  however,  are  the.  falutary  effeds  of  our 
conftitution,  that  it  either  exacts  thefe  qualificati- 
ons in  a  certain  degree,  or  provides  eflential  checks 
and  remedies  when  they  are  wanting.     It  is  impof- 
fible  for  human  wifdom  to  devife  luch  a  frame  of 
policy  as  fhall,  at  all  times,  enfure   the  exclufive 
property  of  government  to  men  of  wifdom  and 
virtue ;  but  there  is  no  conftitution,  tried  by  a 
competent  period  of  duration  and  experience,  bet- 
ter calculated  for  deteding  and  expofing  abufe  of 
power,  and   controlling  the   errors  of  weak  and 
wicked  minifters,  than  that  which  we  enjoy.    Un- 
der the  various  adminiftrations  which  have  takeQ 
place  fince  the  revolution,  and  which  have,  with 
few  exceptions,  been   accufed,  by  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  them,  of  weaknefs  and  corruption,  the  im- 
portant bufinefs  of  the  nation  has  Itill  been  car- 
ried  forward ;  fomewhat   has  been  done  for   the 
public  good  ^  nay^  perfonal  ability  and  virtue  have  • 
exiftcd,  if  not  in   the  perfon   of  the  minifler  or 
minifters,  yet  fonjewhere,  and  in   fome   degree, 
among  thofe  Vho  have  been  employed  by  theml 
Wefore  the  revolution,  our  government,  fluftuit- 

*  ing 
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C  H  A  P-  iag  in  its  principles,  was  beneficial  or  pemicioDS 
^^^'    in  its  effe^^,  according  to  the  fentiments  and  dii'- 
-"^^T'  pofitions  of  the  perfoas  who  prefided  at  the  helm. 
No  remedies,  but  fuch  ^  were  of  the  mofl  de/pc- 
rate  nature,  could  contrpul  the  mifchiefs  done  bv 
arbitrary  princes  and  corrupt  minifters.     The  po- 
litical ftru£ture,  as  it  is  now  conftituted,  is  net 
more  admirable  for  its  intrinfic  beauty  and  coDve- 
niencei  thian  for  the  ftfong  fecuricies  by  which  it 
is  guarded*     So  manifold  are  the  checks  upon  li- 
centious  government ;  fo  eafy  the  means  oiF  refiit- 
ance ;  fo  obvious  the  community  of  intere(i  among 
iall  tbe  members  of  the  flate  j  fo  de{>endeAt  the 
tenure  of  power   upon  the  approbation    of  thole 
over  whom  it  is  exercifed,  that  it  feems  impolEblc 
our  Uberjies  can  ever  be  deftroyed,  without  tbe 
wilful  and  treacherous  co-operation  of  the  people. 
And  this,  once  more,  calls  bac)^  our  attention  to 
that  glorious  event,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for 
the  confirmation  and  fecurity  of  put  pre-eounec: 
Benefits  of  ^^P^ulon.'    I  Cannot  clofe  this  work  more  proper- 
therevold-Iy,  than  by  exhibiting  a  fummary  view  of  thofe 
tior.         fubftantial  benefits,  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature, 
which,  more  immediately  Or  remotely,  have  :ic- 
crued  to  this  nation  by  the  revolution.     To  the 
contemplation  of  this  fubjeft,  the  patriot  will  ever 
iecut  with  freih  delight  and  rapture. 

I .'  By  the  revolution  the  Britiih  conditution, 
^hthbcny  ^^'^  foiirce  of  fo  many  fubftantial  bleffings,  v2> 
of^En^-  afcerlained,  and  ellabliihed  by  the  ftrongeft  fecuri- 
land.  ties. 

'  £ager  difputes  have  been  agitated,  and  difTerent 

opinions  adopted,  concerning  the  ancient  geniu. 
and  form  of  otir  government.  While  fon.e  ha^e 
marked  the  iafant  features  of  a  free  conftituticn  in 
that  of  l^ngland,  at  a  period  of  high  antiquity, 
-         •  .  •  othc;< 
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Others  ha^re  been  at  pains  to  exhibit  its  early  C  H  A  P. 
fimilitude,  in  cycry  circumftance,  to  the  polity  of    ^^^• 
Other  European  nations,  now  degraded  by  the  ^^^^^^^"^^ 
yoke  of  defpotifm*      The  attentive  ftudent  in 
billory  will  find  no  difficulty  to  account  for  thefe 
difcordant  opinion3.     He  will  perpeive,  that  our 
ConlUtption  wsts,  for  ages,    in  2^  floating  (late, 
and  precedents  of  fuch  oppofite  tendency  occur, 
not  only  under  the  reign  of  different  princes, 
but  fometimes  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  reign, 
that  no  well  informed  author  can  be  at  a  lof^  tor 
fa£ls  and  examples,  in  fupport  of  oppofite  theo- 
ries *^ 

"Without 


*P  M  Tills,  then/*  feys  Dr.  Hurd,  fpcakiog  of  th^  revd.v« 
tloii,  **  will  be  conGdered  by  grateful  poderity  as  the  true  sexa 
f<  of  Eoglifh  Ijbeny.  It  was  interwoven,  indeed,  with  the 
«<  very  priociple^  of  the  ponftitation,  ]t  w^  inclofed  in  the 
^*  a^aenx  iruok  of  the  feudal  law,  and  was  propagated  from  it. 
<*  Bat  iu  operation  was  weajc  and  partial  in  that  (late  of  its 
*  *  infancy  .  It  acquired  frefh  force  and  vigour  with  age,  and 
«*  has  now  at  length  extended  its  influence  to  every  pirt  of  the 
«<  political  fyftem."    Hard's  Dialogues,  ypl.  ii.  p.  326. 

This  concife  and  elegant  d^(;ripiion  of  the  progrefs  aqd  date 
cf  the  ^nglifh  conftitution  will  be  admit]Led  af  juft  ao<)  impa.rtiali 
in  a  general  view,  even  by  thofe  perfons,  who'enterj^io  di0bren( 
opinions  concerning  political  pojc^s  co^ne^cd  with  the  earlier 
period  of  our  hiffory.  It  is  impoflible,  howcfer,  that  the  fsL&p 
'whatever  it  may  he,  can  affedt  our  conftitution  as  it  now  (t^nds. 
Suppofe  it  ftiould  be  admitted,  for  fake  of  argumeAt,  ^hat^ 
previous  to  the  revolution,  the  £|)gli(h  government  was  more 
arbitrary  than  free*  or  that  it  favoured  prerogative  ^ore  thaQ 
privilege,  Vet,  as  the  right  of  governing  is  now  made  condi- 
tjooa),  as  Indeed  it  always  was  according  to  the  j)rinciples  of 
realbn  an4  juftice,  it  is  evident,  that  no  prince  in  future  time 
can  1^  entitled  to  daim  any  benefit  to  prerogative  from  the  ex- 
ample of  arbitrary  proceedings  previous  to  that  period. 

Supp6fe  agaid,  that  the  people  had  neither  contra(5l  nor  ami* 
^nity  to  plead',  in  fupport  of  thtir  right  ip  a  free  government  ; 
voold'  tl  is  right  ceafc  to  'exift  ?  Would  they  be  juftlfiaUe  in 
rfnouocin^  it  i    poujd  they  be  at  a  lofs  fpr  arfumcms  to  vihdir 


7tr  THE    HISTORY    OF  ^ 

CHA?.     Without  csDteriag  into  the  tUnftnitiaii of  4i» 

^^^'_  fiibjca,  1  fhall  only  obicrveuL  general,  that  thofe 

^y  ~  immaniti^,  which  were  anciently  chdmed  by  the 

^  Engiah 


<atc  xhc'iT  right  ?  Woold  they  not  dill  remain  in  poiTeflion  of 
^ht  mod  obTiour,  the  mod  rational,  and  the  mofl  GoovtpciDg 
arguments,  in  fapport  ot  their  clain^  to  freedam  ? 

Can  any  cuftoni  vie  in  antiaui^y,  with  thofe  rij^hts  which  aie 
coeval  with  the  ejiiftc;jce  of  the  human  race,  and  claimed  as 
the  birth- ric;hr  of  roan  ?"  Can  any  political  fyftcra,  however  ve- 
iienible  from  antiquity,  afaolTfh  iliofe  prwilegcs,  which  arc 
Ibundcd  on  the  eterftaJ  laws  of  truth »  order,  ami  jufitce^ 

They,  who  reft  the  claim  of  liberty  upon  antiquity  and  cuf- 
tom,  not  only  prefer  an  ambiguous  to  a  clear  title,  bot  do  4 
tdanifeft  injury  to  the  caafe  of  humanity,  by  difparaging  thoie 
claims,  which  belong  to  that  unhappy,  part  of  mankiod,  who 
groan  under  the  yoke  of  defpotifro.  ouppofe  any  nation  or 
kingdom  fhould  admit,  that  their  fathers,  irom  the  eariiefl 
fortrtation  of  govcrhmentamong  them,  of  which  any  traces- cad 
W  difcovered,  hsh^e  been  ful^e^ted  fo  the  arbitrary  will  of  one 
Ibafi,  or  anj  fet  of  men ;  Woiild  this  faA  tlegrade  them  ia 
the  fcale  of  creation  ?*  Would  it  aboli(h  the  rights  vetted  in 
ihem  ^s  men  ?  Has  not  every  didrid  in  the  globe,  and  every 
^cies  of  mankind,  the  fame  right  to  free  government  and  equal 
Jtws,  which  Great  Britain  had  before  the  revolution  ?  A  right, 
tiot  founded  upon  cuttom,  which  is  flaAuatiog ;  not  fianndcd 
tspon  municipal  law,  which  is  often  pahial  and  capricious ; 
hot  founded  upon  the  (Hpulations  of  ihetr  fathers,  whofe'vjews' 
were  contia^cd  under  the  awe  of  tyranny  ;  but  a  right  lobe- 
rent,  ortpirai,  tndefeaiibie,  in  the  mbd  onequivoctl  and  em* 
phaticai  fcnfe  of  the  words. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  queftion  concerning  the  anti- 
quity of  our  conditution,  in  which  'every  fair  reafooer  will  ac- 
quiefce.  Suppofe  that  t^e  rights  which  we  now  enjoy,  as  (ub* 
jfs&s  uf  the  Britifh  empire,  had  been  alio  pofieffed  by  onr  fa- 
thers at  a  remote  period,  and  had  been  claimed  by  the  people  of 
England  at  the  revolution,  upon  the  footing  of  cuftom  and  Jaw^ 
AS  well  ;is  equity,  yet  if  thefe  rights  were  not  fortified  by  fuf** 
ificient  (eciKities,  if  the  people  had  not  authority  and  means  to 
^defend  them  when  invaded,  liow  *  precarious  mufl"  their  fiiu-- 
ation  have  been  ?  /fhefe  fecurities,  and  this  authority,  they 
acquired  at  the  revolution,  by  the  regular  meetings,  and  after- 
wards by  the  periodical  diflolutidn  of  parliament,  and  by  the 
i;on(lant  dependence  of  the  crown  upon  it  for  fupplics. 
''-■'  -  The 
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Eogliih  btrons  aiid  confirmed  by  various  char* chap. 
ters  of  their  kings,  were  often  interrupted  and  ^}^ 
retired ;  that  a  long  period  eiapfed  before  they 
were  diffufed  aad  impajted  to  the  people  at  large ; 
and  that,  after  having  attained  extenfion,  they 
vere  ftill  infringed,  and  fometimes  apparently 
exttngui(hed>  by  the  arbitrary  government  of  our 
princes.  To  pafs  over  many  examples  to  this 
pur|K>fe,  which  occur  under  the  domination  of 
the  bonfe  of  Tudor^  I  IbaU  confine  myfdf  en- 
tirely to  thofe  faifts  which  have  fallen  within  the 
cornfafsof  this  hi(tory» 

Confidering  the  unguarded  fervour  of  loyalty 
which  pervaded  the  nation  at  the  acceffion  of 
Charles  this  Second,  and  the  obfequious  temper 
of  liis  fecond  parliament,  nothing  feems  to  have 
been  wanting,  but  induftry,  ambition,  and  evil 
icounfellors,  to  have  carriied  prerogative  to  a 
height  fupertor  to  aU  refiitance.  At  the  end  of 
the  fame  retgn,  the  k>ng  difcdntinuance  of  par^ 
Uament,  and  the  fufpenfion  of  oppofition,  mti- 
midated  by  the  misfortunes  and  perfecution  of 
its  leaders,  exhibit  a  languiibing  ftate  of  public 
liberty. 

Under  the  reigp  of  his  fucceffor  James,  the 
ftate  of  liberty  grew  flill  more  hopelefs  and  dif* 

The  friends  of  the  conditution  would  do  well  to  confider, 
whether,  by  too  great  a  veneration  for  antiquity,  there  is  not 
fomt  hazard  of  doing  a  real  injury  to  the  eonftitution  itfe]f, 
by  preferring,  upon  the  occurrence  of  new  queftions,  prece- 
dents which  obtained  under  arbitrary  ifeigns,  to  the  analogy  of 
more  recent  meafures,  and  the  dilates  of  a  more  liberal  fpirit 
of  policy,  which  began  with  tlie  revolution,  and  has  been  imi. 
proving  ever  lince  that  period.  **  There  is  not,"  fays  Mr. 
Hume»  **  a  more  effciSual  method  of  betraying  a  cauie,  than 
•*  to  lay  the  (Ircfs  of  the  argument  in  a  wrong  place;  and^ 
**  by  difputing  an  untenable  port,  enfurc  the  adverfary  of  fiic- 
<«  oeis  atui  vi^ry/'    £ffay  .on  the  CoaUiion  of  Parties. 

couraging. 
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•  couraging.    If  James,  after  having  received  th# 
revenue  for  life,   had  difguifed,    and  poftponed 
the  execution  of  his  arbitrary  claims,  or  bad  beea 
content  with  wrefting  from  the  nation  their  civil 
privileges,  without  touching  their  religion,  would 
not  the  liberties  of  the  people  have  been  brought 
to  the  mod  extreme  point  of  danger  ?    Is  it  not 
more    than    probable,    that  the  governrocBt  of 
England  might,  at  this  day,  have  been  as  Jefpotic 
as  that  of   any  kingdom    ii^  Europe?     A  fenfe 
of  the  danger  of  the  proteftant  religion  did  that, 
which,  it  is  probable,  a  fenfe  of  right,  and  a 
love  pf  liberty,  would  not  have  done-     It  united 
the  addreflfes  and  folicitations  of  all  parties,  to 
obtain  the  interpofition  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
By  that  interpofition,    the  liberties  of  Engbmd 
were  refcued  from  in;ipending  danger.     But  oor 
fathers,   inftruded  by   paft  experience,  did  not 
think  it  enough  to  repel  immediate* danger ;  they 
extended  their  plan  to  their  own  future  laiety, 
and  to  the  interell  and  fecurity  of  their  pofterity. 
The  conftitution  had  been  varying  and  unfetded : 
many  things  were  in  difpute  between  the  prince 
and  the  people.    It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  afcertain  the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  to  de- 
fkie,  in  the  cleared  and  moft  explicit  terms,  the 
rights  of  the  people ;    and  to  fortify  and  fecnre 
them  ag;9.in{t  f|itur$  attacks.     A  more  propitious 
opportunity  for  accompli/bing  this  great  defign 
never  could  occtir,     than  at  a  time  when  tbe 
crown  was  to  be  transferred  as  a  free  gift,  an  J 
when  the  perfon,  who  was  to  receive  it,  was  a 
profeffed  friend  to  liberty  and  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion.      At  this  aera  our  qonfiitution   attained 
precifion  and  ftability.     The  land-marks  were  fe: 
up ;    the  line,    which   divides   prerogative  from 
privilege,  was  drawn  fo  broad  and  fo  deep,  as  to 

prcrem 
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prevent  coQfufion  or  miftake,  and  to  debar  en-  C  H  A  P. 
croachment  upon  either  fide.      The  moft  conv- 1  ^^j  *. 
prehenfive  privileges  of  the  people  were  recog- 
jiifed  and  eftablifhed.     The  moft  odious  and  ar- 
bitrary exertions  of  prerogative  were  fpecified  and 
condemned. 

2.  The  revolution,  whether  contemplated   ininfufcdt 
connexion  with  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  fpirit  of 
founded,  or  as  a  monument  of  the  triumph  of '"'P''^7** 
patriotic  labour,  has  infafed  into  our  conftitution  thTcon-^ 
a    certain  meliorating  energy,    which    has   imrftitutioo. 
proved,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  yet  father  improve 
our  political  condition.     In  this  enlarged  and  ex- 
tenfive  view,  we  are  indebted  to  that  glorious 
event,  not  only  for  what  was  then  done,  but  for 
^hat  has  been  done,  fubfequent  to  that  period. 
The  example  of  refiftance  in  the  very  moment  of 
extreme  emergency,    and  by  the  very  perfons 
¥vho  difclaimed  its  lawfulnefs  in  any  cafe,  has, 
more    forcibly    than    ten  thoufand  arguments, 
expofed   the  abfurdity  of  doftrines  fubverfive  of 
the  rights  of  humanity,  and  exploded  that  fer- 
vile  fubmiilicn  to  prerogative,  fo  flattering  and 
grateful  to  the  ambition  of  princes.     That  free- 
dom with  which  the  people  are  invited,  by  the 
genius  of  our  conftitution,  to  inquiry,  to  judge, 
to  converfe,  and  to  write,  concerning  meafures 
of  government  and  political  fubjefts,  diffeminates 
liberal    fentiments   among    all   ranks    of   men, 
gives  an  immediate  check  to  the  abufe  of  ppvirer, 
and  ftifles,  at  its  birth,  every  rifing  griev^ce. 

The  influence  of  liberal  lentiments  is  particu- 
larly difplayed,  in  foftening  the  harder  features 
of  our  conftitution,  and  in  reftraining  and  miti- 
gating the  execution  of  rigorous  and  fanguinary 
laws,  which  remain  unrepealed.  In  fuch  in« 
Aances,  the  mild  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  has 

ofteri 
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CHAP,  often  militate  J  againft  the  letter  of  law;  and 
^^  while  many  penal  ftatutes  have  fallen  into  difofe^ 
it  is  a  recefved  maxim,  to  interpret  thofe  which 
fabfifr  in  the  moft  lenient  fenfe.  Difcretionary 
punifhments  are  often  fubftituted,  in  cafes  where 
the  law  has  ordained  the  infli^ion  of  a  capital 
punifliraent.  In  no  inftance,  of  late  years,  has 
the  fentencc  for  treafon  been  executed,  with  all 
the  barbarous  circumftances  prtfcribed  by  the 
ffatutc. 

The  meliorating-  quality  of  our  conftitution 
might  be  farther  illuftfated  from  the  enading  of 
many  new  laws,  calculated  to  extend  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft,  and  to  maintain  the  purity  of  the 
conftitution.  Since  the  period  of  the  revolution, 
the  laws  of  treafon  have  been  freed  from  that 
partial  diftinftion,  which  often  proved  iatal  to 
jthe  perfon  accufed;  and  the  fame  indulgence  bai 
been  granted  him  as  in  the  trial  of  other  capital 
crimes.  By  limiting  the  duration  of  parliament, 
the  dependence  of  reprefentatives  upon  their  con- 
ftituents,  and,  confequently,  a  refpeft  to  their 
fentiraents  and  interens  *are  more  effectually  fe- 
cured.  The  dignity  and  independence  of  par* 
liament  has  been  promoted  by  various  ilatutes, 
regulating  the  qualifications  of  its  members. 
The  influence  of  the  court  and  miniftry  have 
«been  checked,  ^nd  the  purity  of  parliament  far- 
ther fecured,  by  ^  late  ftatute,  eftablilhing  the 
faireft  mode  of  triai  in  the  cafe  of  contefted 
eledions.  The  aft  for  aboHfhing  hereditary  ju- 
rifdiftions  in  Scotland  j  the  aft  for  rendering  the 
judges  of  England  iiidependent,  by  granting 
their  commifTions  during  life  j  the  aft  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  privilege  of  exemption  from  arrefl 
for  debt,  enjoyed  by  fervants  of  members  of 
parliament  j  and  various  regulations  with  refpeft 

to 
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to  commerce  and  our  intercourfe  with  foreign  CHAP, 
nations  ;  are  all  pleafing  examples  of  the  progrefs     ^^'- 
of  liberty,  and  tne  improving  excellence  of  our  '*'""''~ 
laws,  promoted  by  the  genius  and  fpirit  infiifed 
into  our  government  by  the  revolution.     The 
contemplation  of  thefe,  as  pledges  of  future  im- 
provements ' "  9  >vhile  it  expands  the  hope  and 
elevates  the  joy,  will  flill  farther  inflame  the  gra* 
titude,  and  animate  the  efforts,  of  the  patriot. 

3-  To 


*•  To  fugged  thefc  mieht  perhaps,  be  cenfured  as  a  di- 
gTeillonr  from  the  fubjedl  of  this  work,  and  an  arrogant  iotru- 
fioa  into  the  province  of  thofe,  who,  by  their  experience  a< 
well  as  truft,  ar^beft  qualified  to  difcern  them.  Some  of  chera, 
however,  are  fo  obvious,  and  required  by  fiich  prefliog  caHs 
of  juHice  and  humanity,  that  we  are  difpofed  to  wonder,  that» 
under  fuch  a  mild  and  beneficent  government,  they  fhould  have 
been  fo  long  delayed ;  and  that,  under  fuch  prevalence  of 
libera]  fentiment,  their  propriety  and  imporunce  Hioutd  fiill  be 
di/puted. 

The  laws  relating  to  debtors  exhibit  a  glaring  example  of 
deviation  from  the  principles  of  our  conftitution.  Is  it  not 
/hocking,  that,  in  a  country  where  fuch  a  price  is  put  upon 
perfonal  liberty,  and  where  the  total  deprivation  of  it  is  rec- 
koned too  fevere  a  punifhmeot  for  any  crime,  perfons,  who 
have  not  been  guilty  of  any  immorality,  who  have,  perhaps, 
been  only  unfortunate,  (hould  be  doomed  to  perpetual  caj^n 
livity  ? 

Is  not  the  letter  and  complexion  of  our  criminal  laws  too 
ianguinary  ^  Are  not  capital  punishments  multiplied  fo  much  as 
10  offend  againft  found  policy,  as  well  as  the  di<5taies  of  huma- 
nity ?  For  what  is  the  conlequencc  ?  The  feveriiy  of  punifh- 
:nent,  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  demerit  of  crimes,  cannot 
be  executed  with  conftancy  and  exa^^nefs,  and  therefore  lofes 
its  influence  of  over-awing  and  iclliaining  the  guilty.  Might 
it  not  be  expelled,  that  a  more  moderate  fpccles  of  pur.ifh- 
fiient,  invariably  executed,  would,  at  once,  fpare  ihe  effufioa 
of  blood,  and  reduce  the  number  of  crimes  ? 

The  muhipliciiy  and  ftriftnefs  of  entails  in  one  part  of  the 
kingdom,  is  not  only  miter.ally  injurioLS  to  indufiiy  and  com- 
ir.iTce,  but  muiU  in  progrefs  of  time,  Lc  produi>:vc  Oi  inequa- 
lity 
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CHAP,     ^i  1*0  the  revolution  we  are  indebted  for  the 
^^^-  ^prefervation  and  eftabli^hment  of  the  proteftant 
religion. 

lity  and  unalterable  fupenority,  wfiich  wilt  OTcrwhebn  the  iodc- 
peodence  and  liberties  of  the  fabordioate  and  more  namcins 
claffes  of  men. 

How  much  were  it  to  be  wt/hied,  that  the  influence  of  thit 
humane  fpirit,  which  is  fo  honourable  to  our  age,  and  lb  fruit- 
fui  of  good  works  at  home,  were  extended  to  our  intercoari: 
,  and  cpmmerce  with  diiiant  countries ! 

Does  not  the  genius  of  our  coiiflitution  concur  with  tbs 
dictates  of  humanity,  tc  Tecommend  to  our  legiflature  the  abo> 
lition  of  the  infamous  t.if{ic  in  {laves?  if  there  are  any  who 
remain  (lubborn  againfl  the  dilates  of  humaDity,  let  them  be 
perfuaded  to  ioveiiigate  this  quedion  upon  the  footing  of  nil^ 
expediency  and  interefl.  Has  not  the  value  of  iodiridaals,  is 
every  fenfe,  been  improved,  in  proportion  as  they  have  became 
free  and  independent  ?  Has  not  that  labour  ever  been  fbuod  the 
mod  produdive  which  redounds  to  the  orofit  of  the  Uboorer, 
and  which  has  been  performed  with  conient  and  cheerfube^ ! 
Has  not  the  emancipation  of  villains  and  bondmen  contributed, 
more  than  any  other  means  of  improvement,  to  the  melioratKm 
of  property,  and  the  enriching  of  proprietors  in  England  ?  Is  it 
not  a  fad,  that  the  princes  and  (laces,  who  got  the  ftan  of 
others  by  the  abolition  of  villainage  at  home»  have  arrived  M 
at  civilization,  and  have  ftill  retained  pre-eminence  in  maoa- 
failures,  agrfculture,  commerce,  and  every  article  of  natioad 
profperity  ?  Why  fliould  the  line  be  drawn,  why  fliould  ref- 
lations the  reverie  of  thofe  which  have  promoted  domeliic 
profperity,  why  (hould  the  violation  of  judice  and  hamanitj, 
be  deemed  effential  to  the  cultivation  and  improvemeoc  ef  oar 
didant  colonies  ? 

With  the  chridian,  the  fpirit  of  his  religion  fuperfedes  the 
ufe  of  argument,  and  renders  him  impatient  of  contradS^on  ia 
a  point,  which  forms  the  moil  prominent  feature  and  cflencid 
diilindion  of  bis  profefEon.  Benevolence,  the  moli  pare  and 
comprehenfif  e,  is  inculcated  by  the  precepts  and  example  of  his 
matter.  Can  he  then  fubmit  to  any  fyltem  of  pohcf ,  which 
has  the  e^Voncery  to  exclude  a  whole  race  of  mankind  from  the 
reach  and  effe^ft  of  his  charity  ?  The  caufe  of  jufUce  and  hu- 
manity will  prevail ;  but  (lill  it  muft  fate  a  mortification  to  th: 
patriot,  if  obje(flions,  founded  in  ignorance  and  felfiflioeisr 
fhould  fufpend  the  gratification  of  his  moft  ardent  deGre,  and 
withhold,  from  his  beloved  country,  the  glory  of  uking  the 
lead  in  reprobating  that  fydem  of  policy,  which  dooms  toy 
clafs  of  his  fellow- creatures  to  wreichedoe^  and  oppreflioB. 

a  Wc 
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We  have  feen  the  danger  to  which  the  protef-C  HAP. 
tant  religion  was  expofed,  during  the  reign  of   ^^'• 
Charles  the  fecond,  from  his  fecret  attachment     ^ 
to   Roman  catholics ;  his   indulgences  intended 
principally    for    their    relief;     his   treaty  with 
France,  ftipulating  the  eftablifliment  of  popery ; 
and   above  all,  from  the  converfion  and  bigotry 
qf  the  duke   of  York.     By  thefe  circuraftances, 
the  fears  of  the  people  were  excited,  vigorous 
meafures  of  oppofition  concerted ;  and  the  de- 
figns  of  the  court  defeated. 

In  the  reign  of  James,  the  danger  was  more 
formidable,  becaufe  the  popular  alarm  had  en- 
tirely fubfided.  None  objeded  to  the  prince's 
enjoying  his  own  religion,  wliile  they  confided  in 
his  iblemn  and  repeated  promifes,  that  he  would 
proted  that  of  the  nation.  Fortunate  it  was, 
that  the  bigotry  of  James  was  too  ungovernable 
to  admit  of  any  compromife,  or  to  regard  the 
obligations  of  truth  ;  for  had  he  been  contented 
with  the  private  and  lawful  engines  of  profely- 
tifm,  bow  fuccefsful  might  he  not  have  been,  or 
what  changes  might  he  not,  with  patience  and 
time,  have  eifefted  ?  But  the  infatuated  monarch 
could  not  conceal  his  intention  of  devoting  every 
faculty  of  royal  power  to  the  fervice  of  Rome« 
He  ftrained  every  nerve  of  prerogative,  he  vio- 
lated his  promifes,  he  defpifed  the  reftraints  of 
law  }.  and -then  it  was  that  the  proteftant  religion, 
as  well  as  the  liberty  of  England,  was  brought 
to  the  extremity  of  danger.  Bur,  if  the  queftion 
had  been  merely  political,  the  fame  unanimous 
and  fpirited  force  of  refiftance  could  not  have 
been  colleftcd.  Nothing  lels  than  a  zeal  for  the 
proteftant  religion  was  fuflicient,  to  fufpend  the 
animofities  or  parties,  and  to  unite  them  in 
ichcmcs  and  efforts  for  preventing  its  fubverfion. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  diftiirguiflied  abilities  of  the  j^ri&ce  of 
J^^  Orange,  his  zeal  far  liberty  and  the  proteftai: 
religion,  his  inflaence  among  the  princes  o: 
Europe,  his  near  alliance  to  the  royal  hmih, 
marked  him,  as  deilined  by  Providence  to  be  th 
glorious  inftrum^nt  of  their  deliverance*  Violest 
diffenfions  prevailed  in  the  religions  and  polida! 
fentiments  of  individuals  and  parties,  then  in- 
corporated by  participation  of  danger.  To  hxvt 
entered  into  any  difcuffion  of  tbefe,  or  to  haic 
concerted  any  future  plan  of  fettlement,  imgh: 
have  proved  fatal  to  their  union.  Farther 
quedions  were  therefore  fufpended,  while,  in 
this  one  point,  all  agreed,  that  the  interpofitton 
of  the  prince  of  Orange  was  neceflary  to  du 
prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion ;  that  re- 
ligion, which  difclain^  the  ufurpation  of  human 
authority ;  that  religion,  which  holds  the  fcrip- 
tures  alone  to  be  the  rule  of  truth ;  that  religion, 
which,  if  ptu-fued  in  its  true  principles,  will 
finally  triumph  over  all  the  corruptions  of  human 
invention,  and  reftore  the  purity  of  the  go(pd 
The  continuance  of  that  religion,  we  owe,  under 
the  blefling  of  God,  to  the  revolution. 

Eftablifh-      4*  To  that  event  we  are  indebted  for  toteradoa 

cd  tolera-  and  liberty  of  confcience. 

«»^D.  Without  toleration  and  liberty  of  confcience, 

the  benefits  of  the  jH'oteftant  religion  muft  bt 
extremely  circumfc  ribed  and  precarioos.  Though 
our  firft  reformers  made  illustrious  exertions  ib 
thedifcovery  of  truth,  they  dill  retained  much  of 
that  metaphyfical  dogmatifm,  and  fcholaftic  jar- 
gon, which  had  encumbered  chriftianity  durin; 
the  long  night  of  barbarifm  and  fpiritual  tyran- 
ny. They  harboured  too  much  of  the  contract- 
ed, intolerant  and  perfecuting  fpirit,  which  pour- 
tray  the  mod  hideous  features  of  corruption  is 

thi: 


FOLltieAL  TRANSACTUffl^S,  Ac  jii 

thftt  bhutch  whkb  th«y  profofled  tiD  abandoB  ;  C  ti  A  P. 
and  though  it  Was  by  the  uliirped  doihinion  ovet  ^^ 
the  coufoience  and  private  judgment  of  m)en  that 
chriftjanity  was  fidl  defaced »  and  pFofeffedly  in 
order  to  deiiksliJ(h  this  dominion  that  the  ftandard 
cf  reiformafiofi  was  firft  erefited^  yet,  what  is  an 
aftoniihing  xtfftance  of  the  inconfiftency  of  human 
charadel-,  almoft  ail   the  proteftant  k&By  which' 
obtained  the  fandion  of  legal  eftabtifhment,  te- 
lapfed  ilito  the  laine  error,  and  ui-ged  the  exe- 
cution of  ^nal  ftatutes  agamft  their  proteftant 
brethren,  who  refufed  to  conform  to  their  fy#em 
of  faith^  or  regulations  of  ecclefiaftical  govern- 
ment.   Lutherans,  calvinifts,  ^ifcopalians,  priU 
byteriam,  have,    all   of   them,    in  the  day  of 
power,  wielded,  with  uorelentmg  fury,  the  fword 
of  perfecmion.    But,  to  take  the  exaitiple  of  ottr^ 
nation  ^fter  fhe  Ireftorati^n,   thfe  fetond  parlia- 
ment of  Charles  difcovered  an  extraordinary  zeai 
for  promoting  uniformity  in  reHjgion.     No  left 
than  fire  different  ftatutes,  as  we  have  fcen,  were 
ena^ed  for  this  purpofe,  every  one  of  them,  in 
progreffion,  ordaining  penalties  more  feVere  tobfc 
infli&ed  upon  thofe,  who  wor(hipped  Ood  in  any 
other  way  than  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
church  ot  England.     The  fame  fpirit  was  adopted 
by  the  minifters  of  Charles  the  fecond  in  Scot- 
•  land.      The  eKecution  of  penal  ftatutes  on   ac» 
count  of  religion,  in  that   kingdbm,   occafioned 
feme  of  the  moft  (hocking   fcenes  of  barbarity 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  hiftoty  of  any  ag^. 
Humanity  re<!oils  at  the  remembrance  of  them. 

Ai  the  period  of  the  revolution,  perfccotiort 
received  a  moi^tal  wound,  but  did  not  immedi* 
ately  expire.  The  merit  of  the  proteftant  did 
fenters,  operating  with  the  church  of  Kngland  by 
reflfting  their  common  enemy,  fuggefted  to  the 
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^  5c VT  ^'  '^**^^  ^^^  juftice,  and  the  policy,  of  maintaining 
>  -^^  future  intercourfe  upon  terms  of  forbearance 
and  charity.  A  plan  of  comprehenfion  was  pro> 
pofed,  but  thwarted  by  the  bigotry  of  the  toriesy 
the  indifcreet  violence  of  the  leaders  of  the 
church,  and,  in  part,  by  the  peevifli  fcrupulouf- 
riefs  of  feme  of  the  diifenters.  The  penal  fta- 
tutes  were,  not  without  fome  exception,  aboliih- 
ed,  and  an  ad  of  toleration  paflfed.  It  is  po- 
bable,  however,  that  neither  this  plan  of  com- 
prehenfion  would  have  been  propofed,  nor  the 
a&  of  toleration  obtained,  at  that  period,  if  both 
had  n<^t  been  agreeable  to  the  ftrong  defire,  and 
favourite  policy,  of  the  king.  There  is  indeed 
no  feature  in  the  character  of  that  great  prince 
more  marked  and  brilliant,  that  his  zeal  for  li- 
berty of  confcience.  Though  illuftrious  for  mi- 
Utary  and  political  talents,  he  was  not  unrivalied, 
perhaps  he  was  excelled,-  by  contemporary  gene- 
rals and  ftatefmen ;  but,  as  a  ft iend  to  religious 
liberty,  he  bad  not  a  rival.  In  this  point,  his 
merits  appear  lingular  and  tranfcendent.  The 
extenfion  of  religious  liberty  at  die^revoludon, 
though  it  exhibits  an  agreeable  contraft  to  the 
penal  flatutes,  and  perfecutions  in  the  precediae 
reigns,  yet  it  was  not  proportionate  to  the  Uberu 
fentimems  of  Wiiliam.  The  proteftant  diflen- 
ters  were  excluded  from  many  privileges,  and 
their .  clergy,  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  fubje&ed 
to  ievere  tefis  and  redriclions.  It  is  alio  to  be 
lamented,  that  the  recent  remembranee  of  the 
danger  of  popery  was  the  occafion,  not  only  of 
impofing  prudent  rdtraints,  but  of  enaf^ng  nn- 
juftifiable  penalties  againft  the  profefibrs  of  that 
religion,  and  particularly  againll  Roman  catholic 
prieils.  The  mention  of  this  fubjed  draws  oar 
aaention  once  more  to  a  fti  iking  example  of  the 
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dFed^  of  that  meUorating  tendency  of  bur  coii-  C  H  a  P^ 
fiitution  to  which  I  have  already  referred.^  ^^^i_i 
The  fiatute,  ordaining  the  fuppreflion  of  dif- 
fenting  meetings  whole  minifters  did  ndt  fub- 
fcribe  to  the  do.^rinal  articles  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  the  ftatute,  of  one  thoufand  feven 
hundrdd,  ordaining  the  perpetual  imprifohment 
of  catholic  priefts  and  the  difmheriting  of  Roman 
icatholic  heirs,  were  fo  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  BHtifli  conftitution^  that  they  have  fdldoni 
been  executed  with  rigour.  They  at  lafl-  fell  into 
difufe,  and  finally,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  . 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  have  been  etpunged 
from  the  Englifh  code ;  and,  though  the  dif- 
graceful  oppofition,  that  was  given  to  the  repeal 
of  the  ftatute  t'egatding  Roman  catholics,  ob* 
ftruded  that  repeal  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  excited  great  commotions  in  another,  yet 
there  is  liot  any  doubt  but,  from  the  infltence  of 
our  conftitution^  the  fpirit  of  toleration  is  etery 
day  expanding  and  increafmg.  There  is  not  any 
fvitem  of  religious  truth,  the  moft  harfh  arid 
illiberal,  that  is  not  mollified  and  humanifed  hj 
the  fpirit  of  the  age.  We  need  only  to  advance 
in  the  fame  fpirit  tor  a  little  time^  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  no  trace  or  veftige  of  intolerance 
will  remain  to  disfigure  the  beautiful  fabric  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution^ 

Imprefied  by  the  views  now  illuftfated,  it  isOoroWL 
natural  to  cherifh  a  grateful  remembrance  of  outgationsto 
patriotic   anceftors,  and  particularly    of  that  il-  ^j^^g  Wil* 
luftrious  perfonage,   who,   under  God,  was  the  *"** 
inftrument  of  working  fo  gfeat  a  deliverance,  and 
of  obtaining  fuch  important  privileges  for  us  an4 
for  our  potlerity.     There  is  not  a  more  painful 
fenfation,  than   that  which  arifes  from  the  clifcof 
yeiy  of  any  imperfeftion   or  blot^   in   the .  cba^ 
A  a  a  a  rack«jr 
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^^^^^^^  efteem,    and  rtfirain   the  gratitude,    vhidi  wc 
find  curfelves  difpofed  to  pay  to  him*     As  there 
18    not  any   chara&er  recorded  ia  our  hiftoryi 
more  ftrongly  entitled  to  our  gratitude^  when  we 
reflect  upon   the  ineftimable  bteffihgs  for  whicfc 
we  ftatid  indebted  to  his  interpofitioix,.  fo  few  ap- 
f^ear,  after   the  moft  ci-ijttcal  invefttgatioB,  more 
deferving  of  efteem  aad  praife,   on  a^cooat  of 
the  endowments   and  virtues  .with  y^hjcfa  it  is 
adorned. 
His  cha-      ^^^  dawn  of  his  life  was  lowering  and  dtamd- 
T^acT.      ed)  and  little  |)roniired  that  luftre  which  biigfaten- 
ed  the  metidiah  day.    He  was  bora  in  the  feventh 
month,  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  his  fadier, 
whofe  authority  had  been  declining  under  the 
oppofitioti  of  the  Louveftein  fadion.     The  Ion, 
while  in  his  cradle,  was  ftripped  of  all  bis  here- 
ditary dignities  and  offices  by  a  general  afiembiy 
of  the  States.      His  conftitution  was  weak,  hik 
fortune  tiarrow  and  embarrafled,  his  education 
cramped  and  negieded.    The  native  vigoiur  of 
his  genius,  called  forth  by  the  diftrefles  of  his 
country,   cotifuted  thefe  inauTpicious  prefages  of 
fortune,   and  rendered  his  future  life  an  uxlzxv> 
tcrrupted  career  of  patriotifm  and  glory. 

The  ambition  of'  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  is* 
truding  into  the  frontiers  of  Holland,  firft 
opened  to  the  young  prince  a  theatre  for  the  d[if- 
play  of  thofe  aftonifliing  endowments,  which 
proved  him  to  be  worthy  of  the  honours,  at 
well  as  the  name,  of  his  renowned  anceftors.  He 
wag  appointed  admiral,  captain  genera^  and  at 
lad  rellored  to  the  office  of  ftadtholder. 

The  magnariirotty,  the  exertion^  and  the  per- 
feverance,  by  which  the  prince  of  Orange  de- 
bated the  iuciigues  and  the  armies   of  Lewis, 

not 
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not  only  protected  the*  liberties  and  engaged  theC  HA  p. 
<;QXiiidence  of  his  jcauntry,  but  recommendjed  ~\^ 
him  tp'  the  fur^ouqditig  powers  of  Europe^ 
Uembliiig  for  their  independency^  as  the  fitteft 
pCTfoi;^  to  form  and  coiiduiSt  a  fcheoie  of  confede- 
ir^fe  tefrflance  to  the  ufurpations  of  France. 
While  jhe  grandeur  of  the  defign  flattered  his 
ainbition«  its  connexion  with  the  l^il^erties  pf  tha 
Stages  interefled  his  patrtptic  :$eaL 

In  the  fe^quel  of  his  hlftory,  it  is  difHcuU  tp 
fay  vhich  yf^  ought  moil  tp  admire,  the  variety 
^d  excellency  of  his  talents^  or  the  fuccefs  witp 
which  they  were  crowned.     By  a  camprehenfive 
difcernment  of  the  political  interefts  of  Europe  ^ 
t>y  penetration  ixtto  the  charadlers  of  in^ivid^Is  j 
by  addrefs  in  negociatipn,   he  cemented  ftatqs 
^Lad  princes,  Vhofe  interefls  and  preludipes  feen^- 
4sd  Bioft   oppofite    and  irreconcilable.      By  t^e 
firmnels  of  his  refolution  }  by  fortitude  under  the 
moft  difjMlrous  events ;  by  fertility  of  expedient?, 
be  at  laft  furmoimted  every  dtfEcL^ity ;  chaftifed 
the  ambitipQ  of  Lewis ;  e:^h;auft$d  Uie  ftrengt|i 
of   France;    and    wrought   the    deliver  wee  gf 
^Holland,  England,  Spain,  and  the  ^if^pire. 

As  the  mod  ilUiilrious  fame  is  ann^ed  to  ej(- 
ploics  in  the  caufe  of  liberty, '  fo,  without  a  nearer 
infight  into  charaftcr,  \ye  are  at  a  lofs  to  decide, 
in  particular  pftances,  whether  they  refult  from 
the  fordid  motives  of  felf-intereft  and  ambition, 
pr  the  mpre  exalted  ones  of  virtue  and  public 
fpif it.  That  the  Jove  of  liberty  yi^as  predominant 
in  the  charailer  of  William  ;  that  his  5^nibitio;i 
was  under  t^e  direftion  of  principle^  and  fub- 
fcrvient  to  thp  caufe  of  juftice  and  the  rights  of 
mankind }  js  attefted  by  the  uniform  tenour  of 
his  aftionis.  Priva^te  en^olument  was  with  him  no  . 
(oafideratioq,  when  the  intereft  of  his  country 

was 
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P^^^P-was  at  (lake.  The  alluring  bait  of  royalty  kc 
^^^^^  repelled  with  difdain,  when  propofed  to  him,  Qpoa 
"  '  '  terni$  ruinous  to  the  freedom  of  his  couotiy. 
His  ^ccef&on  to  the  thrqne  of  England  will  appear 
ho  argument  agaihfl:  this  conclufion  with  thofe, 
who  coniider,  not  only,  how  important  it  was  to 
her  deliverance,  but  that  it  'was  an  eflfential  link 
in  the  chain  of  meafures,  which  was  to  conned 
and  cftablifti  the  liberties  of  Eijropc.  If  WiU 
liam  had  not  afcended  the  throne  of  England^ 
the  grand  alliance  could  never  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  rendered  efficient  to  overpower  the 
armies  of  France.,  aid^d  by  Jamdfe,  maJier  of  the 
liberties  of  his  fubjefts. 

T^sit  liberality  pf  defign,  which  dignified  his 
negociations  and  extended  his  influence  upon  the 
continent,  was  no  lefs  ponfpicuous  in  the  fcheme 
of  his   domeriic  policy  and  government.     By  an 
impartial  difpenfation  of  favours  to  all  parties  in 
'Holland  and  England,  h^  moderated  their  vio- 
lence,   and  employed  their  united  flrength,   in 
the  defence  of  public  liberty.     No  flattery,  nor 
•zeal  for  his  perfonal  aggrandifement,    ever  fe- 
duced  him  to  giv6  fcope  to  thp  refentment  or 
ufurpation  of  any  party.      It  wa$  the  defire  of 
his  heart  to  accompiifii  the  mod  extenfive  plan  of 
religious  toleration;  and,  though  he  found  him- 
felf  thwarted  by  the  prejudices  of   the  people, 
'  yet  he  never   relinquifhed  his   liberal  purpofes 
from  the  dread  of  6bloquy  or  mifreprefentation* 
His  opinion,  in  queftions  of  the  greateft  political 
moment,  he  maintained  with  a  firmnefs,  rather 
honourable  to  his  charafter,  than  favourable  to 
his  interefls. 

That  his  refpeft  for  religion  was  not  feigned 

and  political,  but  fmcere  and  conftant,  appeared, 

^ot  only  from  his  regular  and  decent  attendance 
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upon  the  duties  of  focial  worfhip,  but  fit>m  ^^^^?J^^' 
time  and  attention  he  allotted  to  private  devo-     ■    *• 
tion.     It  was  remarked,    that  he   never  men- 
tioned the  truths  of  religion,  but  with  ferioufneis 
imd  veneration ;  and  that  he  exprelTed,  upon  all 
occafioQs,  indignation  againft  examples  of  pro- 
faneneis    and    licentioufnefs.       He    maintained 
great  equanimity  under  all  viciilitudes  of   for- 
tune;    being  neither  immoderately  elated  with 
profperity,   nor  dejefted  with  adverfity.  ,  Often 
fretted  by  the  rudenefs  of  faftion,  and  the  jear 
loufy  and  difpontents  of  his  fubjeds,  he  (lill  rer 
gulated  his  temper  by  the  didlates  of  prudence^ 
and  refigned  his  private  inclinations  and  interefts 
for  the  fake  of  public  peace.    Though  liable  to 
fudden  fallies  of  anger,  yet  he  never  harboured 
refentment  in  his* bread;   and  he  even  tresi.ted 
fome  of  thofe  perfons,  from  whom  he  b^  r^r 
ceived  the  higheft  perfonal  injuries,  with  mildnefs 
and  generofity.    To  fum  up  hiB  talents  and  bi^ 
virtues :    he  poflfeiTed  great  natural  fagacity^   4 
retentive  memory,  a  quick  and  accurate  difcernr 
.ment  of  the  characters  of  men.    He  was  a£live, 
brave,  perfevering ;  and,  to  thefe  qualities  more 
•than  to  his  (kill  as  a  general,  he  was  indebted  for 
his  military  fuccefs.     His  knowledge  in  pQlitics 
was  extenfive  and  profound ;  his  appli.c^tiqn  to 
buiinefs  ardent '  and  indefatigable.     An  enthufi- 
aftic  lover  of  liberty,  he  was  ever  true  to  bi$ 
piinciples;    faithful  in  the  difcbarge  of  every 
truft  committed  to  him ;  and,  in  the  characters 
of  the  ftatefman  and  general,  acquired  the  cpQr 
fidence  and  praife  of  his  friends,  and  excited  the 
admiration  and  dread  of  his  enemies. 

His  talents  and  virtues  belonged  to   the  re^ 
fpeCtable,  rather  than  to  the  amiable  clafs ;  and 

were 
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^  YY  ^*  ^^'^  fiormed  to  command  efteem,  m^e  than  to 

For  titerature  aad  thd  fine  arts  he  difcoTcrad 
xio  tafte^     Hie  hfad  acquired  none  of  tfaofis  Koaoe^ 
which  animate  converfation,  and  embdlsft  ck^ 
rafter.     A  filenGe  and  referve,  bordering  upon 
fqliennc^,  adbeted  to  bim,  in  the  niore  retbad 
icenes  of  life^  and  feemed  to  indicate  not  only  a 
diftafte  for  fdciety,  but  a  diftraft  of  qmnkiuL 
He  w^$  greatly  deficient  in  the  common  ferins  of 
attention.^    His  favour^  left  ntoch  of  their  valne^ 
by  the  coldneCs  of  the  msoiner  with  wUck  he 
conferred  them.     He  did  not  eoongh  acconuao- 
date  himfdf  m  the  open  temper  of   a  peo}dct 
who  had  fo  freely  devoted  their  all^iaxice  to  him. 
His  warm  and  fteady  attachment  to  a  few  friends 
demonflratedtfaat  be  was  not  deftitute  of  prmetc 
jfViendihip.    He  was  occafionally  furprifed  into  in* 
dulgences  of  mirth  and  humour ;  which  (hcwed^ 
that  he  was  not  infenfible  to  th^  relaxation  of 
ibcial  amnfement.    But  the  infirmities  of  his  oon- 
ftitntion ;  the  depreflion   of  his  early  (icoation ; 
a  fatal  experience  of  deceitfulnefs  and  treachery, 
depved  from  his  political  intercourfe  with  man- 
kind/ the  ferioufnefs   and   weight  of  tliofe  ob- 
jeds,  which  continually  prefled  down  his  mind^ 
controilled  a  propeaifity,  however  ftrong,  to  con- 
fidence, aflfability,  aind  pleafantty,  and  introduced 
habits   of  conflraint  and  gravity,  which   draw  a 
veil  over  the  attraftioiis  of  virtue;  and  fireqocnt- 
)y   contribute,   more  than  vicious  affections,  ^ 
tender  cbarader  unpopular. 

It  wouW,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  feled,  from 
the  various  and  wide  range  of  btographv^  any 
two  chafaflers,  which  form  a  more  perfe^  con- 
traft,  than  that-  which  opens,  and  that  which 
clofes,  the  period  of  this  hiftory. 

la 
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In  the  charafter  of  Charles  the  Second,  we  are  C  H  A  P. 
ft  ruck  with  a  brilliancy  of  wit,  and  gracefulnefs     XXI^ 
of  mannevs,  deftitute  of  any  one  ingredient  of'     ' 
principle  or  virtue ;    with  politenefs,    affability, 
gaiety,  good  humour,  every  thing,  that  captivates 
imagination,  or  gives  delight  for  the  moment. 

In  the  charader  of  William,  we  turn  our  eyes 
to  fterling  merit,  naked  and  unadorned ;  to  ftem 
integrity,  incorruptible  patriotifm,  undaunted 
magnanimity <,  unlhaken  fidelity ;  but  no  fplendid 
drefs  or  gaudy  trapping,  to  arreft  the  attention 
of  the  fuperficial  obferver.  A  deliberate  effort 
of  the  underftanding  is  necefiary  to  perceive  and 
eftimate  its  deferts. 

Charles,  with  all  his  vices,  was  beloved  while 
lived,  and  lamented  when  he  died. 

William,  with  all  his  virtues,  refpefted  abroad, 
refpedted  by  pofterity,  never  obtained,  from  his 
fubjeSs  and  contemporaries  at  home,  the  tribute 
of  affedion  and  praife,  adequate  to  the  merit  oF 
his  virtues^  and  the  importance  of  his  fervices* 
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Abdication  of  king  James  IL,  debate?  ODy  in  the&lH 
fequent  conveiiuoa  parliamenty  261. 

^^j^rr^/ and  petitioDcrSy  who,  102. 

AlbevUle^  marouis  of,  his  negociation  with  the  prince  of 
Orange,  on  toe  part  of  James  II.,  23 1. 

Awi/hrdam^  oppofittop  of  that  city  to  the  prince  of'Onngey 
how  avened,  240. 

Anne^  princefs,  daughter  of  James  JLy  declares  her  coolent  to 
the  fettlemeot  f^  ihe  crown  on  the  prince  and  pHncefi  of 
Orange,  280.  Revenue  fettled  on  her,  351.  Obfenrationt 
on  her  correspondence  with  her  father,  478,  479.  4^* 
Unites  her  intefeft  with  that  of  king  William  on  the  death 
of  queen  Mary,  496.  Mifiinderftandings  between  her  and 
the  king,  629.  peath  of  her  font  the  duke. of  Gloucefter, 
with  the  cbnfequences  of  that  event,  641.  How  prevailed 
upon  by  king  William  to  agree  to  an  extenfion  of  the  ad  of 
fettlement,  66^t  note, 

Argyle\  earl  of,  his  invafion  of  Scotland,  1 79.  , 

jirkngton^  earl  of,  one  of  Charles's  cabal  minifters,  his  cha* 
raifter,  20. 

Armyf  ftaoding,  the  firft  commencement  of,  3.  Is  voted  a 
grievance,  36.  Arguments  Tor  and  againft  a  ftanding  anny, 
615. 

jtrraiif  earl  of,  the  nnfofpeded  firiend  of  king  JameSybit  chft« 
fa^er  and  condod  examined.  482. 

ArmukI, 
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ArurJsU  lord,  fcnt  by  Charles  II.  to  form  a  fecret  alliance  m 

Lewis  XIV.,  19 
Ajfociation  billy  reflediions  on,  149. 
4ugjlfourgf  the  league  of|  negociated  by  the  prince  of  Oni^ 


3. 

Sadent  prince  Lewis  of,  his  operations  on  the  Rhine,  457* 
Barcelona^  bombarded  by  marfhal  d'  Eftrees,  413. 
Barillonf   thp   French  .^mbafTado^  his  negpdationf  vich  ike 
£ngli(h  p9ftular  partj,   56,  ncfe.      ISs  intrigue  betwees 
Lewi?  XIV.  aod  Charles  IL*  77*     Hi»teflifnooj  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  characters  of  Hambden  and  Sydoej  rendered 
problematical  by  his  own  charader,  i  ^4,  note, 
Bedhct  his  teftimony  re/peding  the  murder  of  fir  fdmandbofj 

Godfrey,  81. 
BenbeWf  captain,  bombards  St.  Maloes,  44^. 
Bentincki    the  Dutch  reCdent}-')iis  conoud  on  the  defeat  of 
Monmouth  coofidered,  203.  209.     His  intimate  JrieDdlbtp 
with  the  prince  of  Orange,  256.     Is  created  a  peer  and  a 
•   {irt«yo«mMlorBiBkr.Wllbi&,'3i3. 
Befwukf  duke  of,  his  vifit  to  Eagiand  to  ex<sie  ao  iqfiinvdioa 
in  fiiTOur  of  his  father  Jam^t,  5i4«.S^l$«    Hi«  accmatff 
Lcviifswapo&l  to  James  for  the  fhcCwioo  of  his  fin  10  tk 
crown  ot  England,-  5^0. 
t^gtiity^  the  mon  pelHleniial  of  all  hertfiea*  fyj. 
Bill  of  rights  accepted  by  the  prince  and  piioce6  of  Ofavge 

whh  the  orown,  '283.     Renarls  on  idiit  inftruVKaty  984. 
Mi/hopr^  feven,  fent  ^  the  Towee  by  king  James   H.*  I99-. 
They  are  imprifaned,    tried  and  acqnltted,  ibid.     Mo<l  oi 
t\ktm    defisned  parliament  at  the  accdSoo  of  WiQi^m  asH 
Mary,  329.    Growing  difatfeftion  cl^  420. 
S»tfl,  the  ttttempt  to  d^ftroy  ibe  harbour  of,  ciiciMneated  by 
.    d>e  1  reaehery  of  the  d  uke  ^of  Marihorongh,  4|6. 
Buckingham^  -duke  of^  one  of  Charles's  cabal  rointftcrs,  hs 

cbata^cr,  21. 
Burnet^  hi  (hop,  his  account  of  the  objeA  of  tbe  ntyfteriocs 
negotiation  between  tbe  duk^  of  Portland  and  marifaJ 
'  Rotiffiers,  55  a.  KemaRki  00  his  charaAer  at  an  bi&oriar^ 
ibid.  Motion  made  for  removing  him  as  preceptor  to»t« 
duke  of  Gloucester,  63^.  Sapports  the  bill  ag&ioA  i^ 
SU>aian  catholics,  ^39,  uet€»    ' 
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CabatmmikxY  oS  Cfaarlflt  II.  dtlcribedi  to*     Is  cUiIblved»  %'j, 

CdiwnbAdge^  the  difpeoiiD^  power  of  James  II.  wkhftood  by  tke 
UDiverfity  ofy  19a.  ^ 

Canuronuins^  or  CargiliiUif  in  the  charch  of  Scotkod^  tfaeir 
diftitfguiikli^  itDtftSy  5711  «ote. 

Car/hurt^  Driacipal,  his  teftkaooy  not  iQJarious  to  tke  cha- 
rader  oi  the  prince  pf  Orange,  z\4^  note* 

Caftlemainf  lord,  his  elnba%  to  the  pope,  1S2,  note, 

Catahmd^  focceffes  of  tazrfbal  de  NoaiUes  there>  457. 

Caiinat^  roarfhal,  defeats  the  duke  of  Savoy  at  ^duttes,  412. 

CJburlcf  II,  political  uoammity  tllat  followed  his  reftoratioo»  u 
A^hy  inclined  to  tolerate  the  proteftant  diiTentersi  4.     His 

.  ^ayooriies  intri^e  sigainft  the  aM&iftry,  6-  Eogpiges  io  a 
war  witJi  the  Dtflch,  7.  Mifunderftandings  between  him 
and  hb  parJiamenit  9^  Clarendon  diigraced^  lO.  Motives 
tbat  difpofed  hin  to  a  peace  with  the  Dutch,  13.  Hi^ 
Iccret  ,pafftiaii^  toward  t^«  French  intereA,  14.  Enters 
into  the.tfiplc  alHaace,  i§^  General  review  of  bis  condu^ 
thus  far,  16.  Secret  treaty  with  Lewis  XiV.,  17.  De- 
fcritAion  cf  bis  cabal  niniflryv.  2«»  His  f^cond  war  with 
I^olbnd^  23.  His  arbitrary  meafures,  24.  Solicits  the  aid 
cf  jDarliameot,  %^,  His  dnplicity  in  favour  of  France,  <]  4. 
txcrtti  his  iofluenee  over  parltamentary  eledions,  37.  Ai- 
tercttcion  between  the  lung  and  the  ooinfnoos,  40.  His  viewa 
in  donfenting  to  the  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Orange  with 
thA  kdy  .Mary,  50.  His  enibarraflmaats  between  the  di(!f  uft 
<of  4iaf liament  mnd  his  attadiment  to  France,  59.  Concludes 
an  alliance  with  the  Dntch  flaces,  62.  OblervacioQs  on  his 
coDdiift  relating  to  llie  peace  of  Nhniguen,  63.  65,  ncu. 
His  ^endeavours  <o  corrupt  his  parliament,  7a.  His  nHafures 
to  rtgain  the  confidence  of  the  fiatioR,  77.  His  conference 
witb  Dr.  Tbngve  ranceming  thc.popifli  plot,  86,  note,  Re- 
fofms  his  privy  council,  88.  Diilblves  his  third  pArliani^nc, 
96.  4*10 Ui^hes  a  proclamation  againfi. petitions,  102 k  Meets 
his  fourth  parliament,  103.  l4is  mean  fuppretfion  of  the 
di&Rcers  bfli,  109.  OiflbWes  his  fourth  pariiament,  no. 
V  Diflblves  his  Oxford  parliament,  113^  Hi€  extreme  d^^cn^ 
dence  and  inftaAMlity,  1 24.  Difc^^rdanee  of  his  niimiUrs, 
1^6.  How  expofed  to  the  views  of  the  French  coarc,  133. 
His  politics  compared  with  thofe  'of  the  country  prt^^  1 35. 
Dechne  of  xhc  country  party,  156  iiDters  into  a  Bcw 
treaty  with  France,  158.  hh  dopHctty,  160.  l^ptiircs 
I/oadon^.  and  other,  ^orporationw    of  4htlr  cliarcer$,   166. 

Rye-houie 
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Rje-houfe  plot,  169.    His  deadi  lod  dbaradcTy  171.    Hk 
averfion  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  22;. 

CbarUi  II.  of  Spaiiiy  his  death,  643.  Expedations  of  Levis 
Xiy.  from  this  eveDt,  645.  Motives  of  formiag  the  par- 
tition treaty,  648.  Bequeaths  his  domiDions  to  the  duke  of 
Aojouy  657. 

Charter-hoyxk^  the  diQ>enfing  power  of  the  king  withfiood  by 
the  truftees  ofy  191. 

Clarendon^  earl  of,  the  wifdom  of  his  admioifiration  on  the 
reftoratioD,  3.  His  intolerant  principles,  4.  The  king's 
favourites  intrigue  againll  hini„  6*  Caufes  of  hia  di^iace, 
icr,  II. 

CUfford^  .fir  Thomas,  one  of  Chacles*s  cabal  mimftryy  his 
chara6lert  20. 

C/tt^i,  political,  in  London  in  the  unie*  of  Charles  II.  bmt 
account  of,  122. 

CoffeghxnoSttt  a  proclamation  ifltied  for  the  fuppreffi^a  of»  I2t. 

Cowgne^  dilutes  between  Lewis  XIV.,  the  pope,  and  the  ea- 
peror,  concerning  the  choice  of  the  eledor  of,  241* 

Commerce^  the  extenfion  of,  favoorable  to  popular  itSerty  is 
England,  292.    Was  laie  introduced  into  Scotland*  395. 

Commtfiatten  of  puMic  accounts  inftituted  by  parlianncnt,  40S. 
The  end  of  their  inflitution  how  defeated^  707. 

Commanif  hoole  of,  their  altercations  with  Chvles  IL,  4^ 
Are  corrupted  by  him,  72.  Profecution  of  lord  Daaby,  8^ 
Difputes  between  them  and  the  lords  on  this  occaiioii,  9a 

'  Bill  of  exdofion  introduced  into  the  hoafe,  92.  Pbce  aid 
penfion  bill,  95.  Petitioners  and  abhorrers,  104.  Pk-olcGi* 
tion  of  the  judges,  10$.  Bill  of  exdufion  revived^  ibid. 
Angry  votes  againft  the  court,  loo.  The  bill  of  cxclafioa 
revived  in  the  parliament  at  Oxford,  112.  They  renm- 
Arate  with  James  !!•  for  difpenfiog  with  the tcfts,  185.  A 
meeting  of,  called  by  the  prince  of  Orange  on  the  king's 
flight,  255.  Ele^on  of  the  convention  parlfamen^  258. 
Debates  of,  concerning  (ettling  the  govemmeotf  26(« 
Their  prudent  caution  on  the  fubje^,  273.  Debate  00  mm* 
ine  the  convention  into  a  parliament,  31 B.  Their  r^ulaiioo 
of  the  public  revenue,  319.  Indemnification  of  the  Dntch, 
323.  kefttfe  to  relax. the  tefts  in  Bivonr  of  the  clergy,  329; 
Thwart  the  comprehenfion  bill,  J32.  Proceediogr  00  the 
bill  of  indemnity,  336.  Proceedings  on  the  adt  of  (etde- 
ment,  339.  Enter  upon  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  346. 
Struggles  between  the  whigs  and  the  tones,  372.  Tber 
unanimity  after  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  ^04;  Heir  ill 
humour  on  the  bad  fuccels  of  the  war  with  France,  423. 
Aiticles  of  advice  given  to  the  king,  439.  Breach  with 
die  houfe  of  lords,  441.    Addre^  the  king  10  withdrsw  bit 
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grant  to  the  earl  of  Ponland*  509.  Their  patriotic  exer- 
tions to  rdiere  the  embarraffinents  of  the  revenue^  525. 
RefoUe  to  diiband  the  army  in  oppofition  to  the  king's  ex* 
preJTed  wiffaesy  620.  Theii^  violent  proceedings  reipedio^ 
the  patrtotifm  treaty,  660. 

Cvmponnden  among  the  Eitglifli  Jacobites,  their  Tiewi  explata- 
ed,  488. 

Comprebenfion  bil)|  hiRory  of,  330.  Caufes  of  the  ill  facceft 
*ot  this  mcafure,  332- 

drnpton^  bifbop  .of  Liondon,  transfers  coromiflions  in  the  mi- 
litia of  London  from  diflenters  to  zealous  toriesy  371,  371. 

CanfiUytian^  Eogiifh,  how  affe^cd  by  the  revoiutioo,  184. 
Compared  with  that  of  Scotland,  290.  The  excellency  of, 
pointed  oat,  709.  Its  antiquity  examined,  710.  Opportu- 
nities ftiil  remaining  for  its  improvement,  7 1 7,  ttoU. 

Continental  connexions,  the  great  obligations  England  is  imder 
to,  350. 

ConiraSf  original,  debates  on,  in  the  houfe  of  lords  of  tlie 
conjrention  parliament  at  the  revolution,  271. 

ConvenUcie  a^,  the  objeds  of,  69,  nott. 

Convention  parliament  at  the  reftoration  of  Charles  If.,  its  tem- 
per and  meafures,  %.  Meeting  of  (bat  at  the  rerolatioa» 
258. 

Corporation  ad  paffedy4«  That  of  king  William  levelled  agaiaft 
the  tbries,  354.  . 

Coventry 9  Mr.  his  embafly  to  Sweden  22. 

Country  party  under  king  Charles  II.,  the  motives  of  their  op- 
pofition to  governraeni  meafures  examined,  13  8«  Cauiea  of 
the  decline  of,  i$6. 

Criminal  hy/s  of  England  too  fanguinary,  717,  note. 

Cromweilf  Oliver,  his  ftipolation  with  Holland  reipeSlng  the 
prince  of  Orange,  225.  240. 

Crown  of  England,  precedents  of  the  fucceflion  to,  being 
veRed  in  paniament,  144.  The  commons,  in  the  conven- 
tion pAftiam^t  at  the  revolution  vote  the  cxdufioo  of  Roman 
catnolics  from  it,  274. 


Danly,  ear!  of,  review  of  his  minifterial  condud,  37.     Secret 
hiitory  of  his  difgrace,  66*     His  profecution  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  b6  90 
Dangerfield^  the  informer  of  the  meaUtub  plot,  ioo>  note, 
Darun^  hiAory  of  the  Scotch  ftttlement  there,  584. 

D*  Avau9t^ 
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jyAvauXi  hit  allegidons  agaidft  ike  pritace  and  prieceb  <f 
Orange,  aoo.    T^tr  dnunlbaoes  asd  «od]Oiicy  cobfidoced, 

V^tfforSf  the  laws  rdotiog  te«  iaciNififlebt  widi  tke  ptiaoipltr^ 
our  conftitution,  717,  noU, 

Dt  Crofiy  his  agency  between  Charles  li.^  9bA  fir  WiUivB 
Temple  his  ambafTador  to  the  Dutch  Sutes,  62.  65.  ntU. 

Dtm^  Mr.  ageat  for  the  exikd  king  James  at  the  Hague*  his 
iodru^ioos  during  the  negociations  at  Ryfwicki  557,  mote. 

Difpenfitig  yoi/tr  of  the  king  brought  to  a  trial  by  James  IL» 

^  190.  iiis  attempu  co  exerciie  it,  191.  This  claim  one  of 
the  leading  caufes  to  the  revolution,  asp.  Such  a  power  fiih- 
verfive  of  all  the  fecurtties  of  a  free  confttturioa^  2a«. 

IKfimferff  a  review  of  the  9&%  paied  agaiofti  ia  the  feeend 
parliament  of  Charles  IL,  69, 110/if.  BiU  to  repeal  tile  penal 
iiatQtes  agaicrft  them  artfully  &pprefled,  109.  N«  reiaKatioa 
of  the  ltd  adt  obtained  for  them  at  the  reTolatioo^  517. 
Hiftory  of  the  bill  of  eon^rehenfioo,  330.  A&  of  tole- 
ration obtained  for  them,  334. 

Dolberit  Mr.  his  fpeech  io  the  convemloo  parliamcm  #t  the  r^ 
volution  6n  fettling  the  government,  164. 

DunJeef  yifcoont,  attends  the  cooveotioa  of  ftates  at  EdiobiKgh 

to  fupport  the  intereft  of  king  James,   307.      Flies  from 

Edinburgh,  308. 

Dycievcltf  the  Dutch  ambafiadory  Lis  private  negc 

ILnglaDd  on  the  part  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  2^2^ 


EaJI  India  company,  the  renewal  of  their  charter  df (covered  to 
have  been  obtained  by  bribery  in  pariiameat,  462.  A  oev 
one  eifa^Iifhrd,  62 3^ 

Ecilefiqfiicai  commifEon,  the  court  of,  revived  by  kiog  James 
Il„i94. 

Edtvard  I.  improvements  made  by  him  tti  the  EoglHIi  ooofli- 
tutioo,  357. 

Etttaili^  the  law  permitting  the  breaking  them  favourable  i©  li- 
berty, 2.92.  1  he  multiplioity  and  (Iridtnefs  of,  iojurious  to 
induHry,  commerce,  and  freedom,  718,  notc^ 

Exeheqtter^  '(hut  up  by  Charles  11,23. 

£xcfvfi0n  bill  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  93.  I«  rt- 
vived,  105.  Is  rcjeded  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  107.  The 
merits  of  this  bill  examined,  1 40* 
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falilanJf  Ititd,  ert^ncc  of  bis  corrupt  conda6t  io  t|ie  admi- 
ralty, 449. 

farmer,  a  jefait,  prefented  by  James  II.  to  be  ele^ed  prefi- 
dent  of  Nfagdaien  college  Oxford,  and  rtfufed,  193. 

Fcnwlei^  fir  John»  a  bill  pafTed  for  his  attamdery  518. '  De- 
bates on  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  519. 

Feudal  inftitutions  deftruAive  to  popular  union,  395.  The 
feudal  rights  in  England  abolifhed  at  the  reftoration,  599. 

Fitxharrhi  difagreemept  between  the  two  hoafes  of  partiam'eot 
on  his  cafe,  1 1  ^. 

F}*ve-m\\t  a^y  the  objects  of,  69*  note; 

FlertUt  the  allies  defeated  at  the  battle  of,  413. 

f^reigners^  the  acceffioQ  6f»  as  refugees,  favourable  to  EogKffi 
liberty,  292. 

Forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  money  raifed  oat  of,  by  parKament, 
408.     A^  pafled  for  refuming  thehn,  635,  636. 

Franeu^  Alban,  a  Benedi^ine  mook,  prefented  by  James  If. 
CO  the  oniverfity  of  Cambridge  for  a  degree,  and  lefafed, 
192. 

Friend^  ilr  John,  remarks  on  his  offers  to  the  abdicated  king 
James,  47  <•  is  tried  for  a  conf^iracy  againft  king  William^ 
518. 

Fundings  the  praAice  of,  when  firft  introduced  to  raife  fup* 
pHes  for  fOTCiamcDt^  503. 


Slific^f  narratire  of  the  maffacre  there,  576,  577.  lAqutry 
r^to  xY\i  caufes  of  «bis  efcnti  607. 

Qlouceflery  duke  of,  fon  of  the  pfinccfs  Anne  of  Denmark,  his 
death,  and  the  confequences  of  it,  64 1 . 

Godfrey^  fir  tdmundbury,  his  myfteridus  murder,  8  r ,  no/^. 

Gordon^  duke  of,  holds  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  for  king 
James,  307 

Grafid  alhancc  formed  agaidft  Lewis  XIV.  by  the  Tigilance  of 
king  William,  409. 676. 

Groihijf  hrs  authority  ufed  in  the  conremion  parliament  to  de- 
cide on  the  abt!ication  of  Jatn?s  II,  265,  nofe. 

Green  ribband  club,  account  of,  122,  rote. 


B  b  b  Haicaj 


738  IN 


H* 


Habeas  corpus  ad  pafiesy  95, 96.  Is  fufpended  by  king  Wii- 
liaio»343. 

HagiUf  consrefs  of»  for  forming  the  graod  dliance  agtinft 
Lewis  XlV.y  409.  Remarks  on  the  coaditions  00  vfakh 
the  confederaqr  was  concluded^  417. 

Hales^  colonel»  trial  of  the  difpeofing  power  of  the  king  10  his 
cafe,  X90. 

HaRfax^  lord»  his  jpoUtical  charader  and  condad,  i6x.  Ten- 
dency of  his  reafoniag  in  the  debates  on  the  king's  abdica- 
tion  in  the  convention  parliament,  275.  Is  made  kird  priiy 
feal  under  William',  313.     Is  driTcn  to  a  refignatioo,  553. 

HaUt  taken  and  fortified  by  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  412. 

Nambdemf  Mr.  his  charadter  defended  againft  the  aUegatiooa  of 
Barillon^  the  French  ambaflador,  154,  note.     His  (hare  in 

.  the  new  miniftry  under  William^  314.  His  motioo  Ibr  al- 
tering the  coronation  oath,  326. 

Hanoveft  duchefs  of,  proceedings  on  introducing  her  nasne  in 
the  bill  of  focceffioB,  340*  Confequenccs  of  this  event* 
341*  The  crown  entailed  upon  this  honfe  by  an  extcufion  ot 
the  ad  of  fettiement,  666. 

Har/iy^  Mr.  his  opinion  of  the  whtgs  and  tories,  689. 

Henry  II.  impofes  fcuuge  on  prelates  bound  to  military  fennccst 

359- 
Kgi  churchy  and  low  church,  origin  of  this  diftiadiofi,  698, 


HoSanJf  motives  that  induced  Charles  IL  to  engage  10  a  war 
with,  7,  8.  The  Dutch  fleet  fails  up  the  Thames,  13.  Tbe 
triple  alliance  formed  againft  France,  i  j.  Second  war  with 
Charles  If.,  22.  Union  of  the  States  under  William  priace 
of  Orange,  240.  The  Sutes  not  fully  indemnified  for  their 
expences  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  expedition  to  Eogland, 
323.  Important  confequenccs  of  the  connexion  Ibmied 
between  Eoiglattd  and  Holland  by  the  revolutioo,  408. 

HQfufiy^  laboured  profefiions  of,  fufpicious  drcnmlhoces  ia 
offices  of  truft,  454. 

Howe^  Mr.  his  virulent  parliamentary  cenfure  of  the  paititioo 
treaty,  672,  note, 

Hurdf  Dr.  his  opinion  of  the  Engliih  revolution,  711^  naU. 

Huy^  taken  from  the  French  by  the  allies,  457. 


jacotites^ 
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JacMtes  under  king  William,  the  difcordance  of  their  pririte 
fentiments  and  views  fatal  to  their  general  wifhes,  487,  488. 

James  II.  fentiments  of  the  dation  on  his  fucceedin;*  to  the 
throne,  175.  7 he  firft  mcafures  of  his  reign,  176,  177. 
His  feverity  againfl  Monmouth  and  his  adherents,  179. 
His  undifguifed  bigotry  and  arbitrary  condad,  180.  His 
difpleafure  at  the  remonftrance  of  the  houfe  of  common9 
againft  diipenfing  with  the  te(ls,  184.  Prorogues  his  parlia^' 
ment,  185.  Brings  his  power  of  diipenfing  with  the  tefts  to 
a'  tria],  190.  Attempts  to  exercife  it  on  the  Charter- houfe^ 
191,  and  at  the  Univerfities,  192.  Revives  the  coort  of 
«cclefiaflical  commifTioo,  194.  His  indufhioos  efforts  for 
the  promotion  of  popery,  196.  Harraffes  boroughs  by 
writs  of  quo  warranto,  197.  Encamos  his  army  on  Hun- 
flow  Heath,  198.  Difpenl'es  with  all  oaths  and  tefts,  ibid. 
Seven  bifhops  fenr  to  the  Tower,  199  Accafes  the  prince 
of  Orange  as  acceflbry  to  Monmouth's  invafion,  202.  The 
authority  of  fa6)s  related  in  his  own  life  confidercd,  208. 
His  bigoted  attachment  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  216. 
His  want  of  (jncerity,  217.  His  claim  of  a  power  of  dif- 
penfing  with  the  te(U,  219.  The  birth  of  a  fon,.  how  dilad- 
vanugeous  to  bis  views,  243.  His  timidity,  weaknefsj  and 
inconfiftencies,  246.  Retires  to  France,  251.  7*be  conven- 
tion ^parliament  vote  his  flight  an  abdication  of  government^ 
26^f  266.  His  crown  transferred  to  the  pilncc  and  princefs 
of  Orange,  283.  His  fuppofcd  views  in  leaving  England, 
289.  His  hopes  /rom  the  loyalty  of  the  Scot^,  294.  Re- 
view of  bis  imprudent  government  in  Scotland,  301.  His 
expe^dition  to  Ireland,  338,  note.  The  bill  for  abjuring  him 
rejeded,  378.  His  expedition  to  Ireland,  391.  Calls  a 
parliament  there,  ibid.  Violent  proceedings  of  him  and 
his  parliament,  592.     EfFeds  of  his  oppreflive  gofernment  in 

'  Ireland  upon  the  minds  of  the  Englifh,  397.  Is  defeated  at 
the  battle  of  the  boyne,  401.  A  confpiracy  for  his  reftora- 
tion  deteAed,  420.  His  preparations  for  an  invadoa  of  Eng- 
land, 429.  Batde  of  La  tloguc,  431.  Maintains  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  many  pcrfons  in  tlie  court  of  king  William, 
454.  Lancafliine  plot,  460.  Obferviiions  on  the  cor- 
refpondence  difclofed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  470  His  bigotry, 
and  fujierfHtion  during  his  exile,  48^,  note.  Remarks  o\\  his 
delicate  firuation  as  a  refugee  in  I'Vaoce,  4H6.  His  friends 
in  England  difcbrdant  in  their  views  and  fennments,  48^. 
His  private  clura^cr  unfavourable  to  his  public  Istereit,  490. 
'Bbb2  1$ 
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Is  defpifed  at  the  court  of  Rome,  49».    Aq  inteiided  tova* 
fion  from   France  in  his  favour,    how  difcoaceitcd,  513. 
Treaty  of  Ryfwidky  32^.     Refufes  the  offer  of  the  crown 
of  Poland,  546.    Negociations  refpe^iog  the  payment  of  his 
queen's  jointurcy  $52,  553.     His  death  and  charaAer,  677^ 
678.     See  Preteneurf  and  fValut  prince  of. 
Jama  VI.  of  Scotland,  his  jealoufy  of  prelhytefy,  601. 
jefferiesf  chief  juftice,  his   cruel  proiecution  of  the  adherents 
of  Monmouth,    i8a.     Review  of  his   offieia)  condud  and 
political  chara<5ler,  189^ 
Jmf€achm$nty  whether  barred  hy  an  adl  of  gracie^  difcofid  ta 

the  honfe  of  lords,  406. 
tndcmntty^    proceedings   oe    the  b31  of,  334,      Ad  of  grace 
paffed,  385. 
•  Janouttt  XI.  pope,  his  difput^  with  Lewis  XIV.,  236.     It  per« 

fuaded  to  hivoar  the  league  of  Augfboufg,  238. 
Innocent  XII.  pope,  adopts  the  ioterel?  of  France  agaioil  that  of 

the  allies,  336. 
IritanJf  meafures  purTucd  there  by  Tames  If.  to  (et  adde  the 
protedant  religion,  i8i,  noU.  ifis  expedition  to  Ireland 
from  France,  338,  note.  Duplicity  of  the  earl  of  Tyrconnd, 
,  386.  James  calls  a  parliament  there,  391.  Violent  peo- 
.  ceedings  of  this  parliament,  392.  Severe  meafiires  porioed 
againit  the  proteftants,  393.  Cruel  behaviour  of  the  Trench 
oeneral  at  the  iiege  of  Londonderry,  398,  note.  James  de- 
feated at  the  baiUe  of  the  Boyne,  401.  Articles  of  li* 
merick,  589.  Popular  opinions  forvhed  of  rhefe  articles, 
592.  Abufes  committed  by  the  officers  of  goremmem 
there,  593.  Peaceable  llate  of  the  country  after  the  fiinrD- 
der  of  Limerick,  ^94.  ReaCons  why  no  attempts  were 
made  to  improve  its  political  circum (lances,  595.  Froponion 
of  the  Roman  catholics  to  the  protedants  there  at  the  na  of 
th^  redoration,  $06,  ^ote.  Opportunities  taken  by  the  pro. 
uftanis  to  deprefs  the  catholics,  597.  The  power  of  the 
£nglifh  parliament  over  Ireland  afierted,  and  why  at  length 
rclinquiHied,  59^;  A&  paiTed  for  rtfuming  the  fbrfeited 
citaies,  635. 


Kenti/h  petition  relpeding  the  parKamenury  proceeding  00  the 

partition  treaty,  672. 
Kia^  captain,  fent  to  ^pprefs  pirates,  turns  pirate  himfelf,  634* 
JOfrj^, 'colonel,    his  wanton  brutality  toward  the  adherents  of 

Monmouth,^  i&. 
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KunXf  the  Scors  reformery  fbrmsthe  confthution  of  the  church 
of  Scodand  on  the  model  of  that  at  Geneva,  601,  602. 


L. 

La  Nogue^  vidory  of  the  combined  fleet  over  the  French  there, 
43  f.     This  Ti^ory  injarious  to  the  trade  of  England,  432. 

Lancajhire  coofpiracy,  confecjuences  of  the  prolecutions  for, 
460.  ,    - 

Land  baolc  ere^ed  for  the  fupply  of  governmeat,  517.  Failure 
of  the  fcheme,  j^2z. 

Landen^  battle  of,  between  king  William  and  marHial  Luxem- 

•>"»'g»  445-  ^  . .       : 

Lauderdale^  earl  of,  one  of  Charles's  cabal  miniftry,  his  cha- 
raAer,  21.  PaTJiamtntary  addrefTes  prefented  to  the  king 
againft  his  adniiniftration  in  Scotland*  36. 

Lteds^  duke  of,  intended  impeachment  of,  for  corruption, 
462. 

Lewis  XlV.  hts  ambition  alarms  both  the  Dutch  and  the 
£ngli(h,  13.  The  triple  alliance  formed  againd  him,  15. 
Secret  treaty  with  Charles  J  I.,  17.  Intrigues  with  the 
Englifh  oppofition  party,  54.  Motives  of  the  connexion  be* 
tweea  him  and  the  Englifii  patriots,  55.  Obfervations  on 
his  negociations  with  the  EngliHi,  6t.  KcTiew  of  bis  politi- 
cal chara^er  and  condudl,  1 32.  His  views  reipe^ing  Eng- 
land, 134.  Breaks  the  peace  of  Nimiguen,  160.  Re- 
flexions on  his  treatment  of  kin^  Charles,  172.  Hoftile 
difpofition  of  the  other  princes  of  Europe  toward  him»  235. 
His  difpute  with  pope  Innocent  XL,  2^6.  The  league  of 
Augfbourg  formed  againft  him.  237.  His  difputes  with  the 
emperor  and  the  pope  about  the  eleXorate  of  Cologn,  241. 
War  declared  agaioft  him  by  king  William,  348.  The  grand 
alliance  fprmed  againft  him,  409*  His  fucceiTes  againtl  the 
allies,  41  u  His  motives  for  attempting  an  invafion  of  Eng- 
land, 429.  His  fleet  defeated  off  La  Hogue,  431.  P^s 
condu^  toward  king  James  in  his  exile  examined,  484.  His 
projeXedinvafion  of  England  in  favour  of  Jan^s,  how  dif- 
concerted,  514.  Negociations  for  peace  at  Ryfwick,  330. 
The  merits  and  cfFe^s  of  this  peace,  533.  No  toleration . 
obtained  for  the  proteftants  in  his  dominions,  ({38.  Inquiry 
into  the  fuppofed  private  article  for  the  fucceflion  of  the  (on 
of  king  James  to  the  crown  of  Englatid,  539.  The  true 
nature  of  this  private  negociation  explained,  552.  His  mo- 
tive for  difluading  James  from  negociating  with  the  male- 
contents  in  Scotland,  587,  110/^.  His*  expedations  from  the 
Spaot/h  facceffion,  646.    Circumftances  that  induced  htm  to 

join 
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join  io  the  partition  treaty,  6489  655.  His  reafoos  for  ac- 
cepting the  king  of  Spain's  will,  6^7.  His  meafores  for 
carrying  it  into  exccntion,  659  His  fchenoie  for  detaching 
the  Dutch  States  from  England,  673.  The  grand  alliance 
formed  againd  him,  676.  Acknowledges  the  fon  of  king 
James  on  his  death,  678. 
Liberty^  popular,  circumdances  favourable  to»  in  England,  29a 
'    UnfaTOurable  to,  in  Scotland,  293. 

Limerick^  confequences  of  the  indulgence  granted  to   Romas 
catholics  at  the  rcdudkion  of  the  city  of,  41^.     Articles  of 
capitulation,  589.     Popular  opinions  of  tbefe  articles,  590- 
Living Jofif   fir  Thomas,  urges  the  maOacre  of  Glenco,  609. 
London^  influence   of   the   whig    party    in   the  city  of,  163. 
Violent  meafurcs  of  the  court    to  garble  the  dedioo  ok 
fheriifs  in,  1 64.     A  writ  of  quo  -warranto  iffued  agaiof^  the 
charter  of  the  city,  166.    Difcooteot  of  the  citizens  at  the 
dilatory  proceedings  of  the   conveution   parliament  00  the 
king's  abdication,  278.     CommifEons  in  the  militia  of,  given 
to  tones,   371.     The  charter  of  the  city  reftored  by  parlia* 
ment^   381.    The  orphan  debt  of,  accommodated  by  cor- 
ruption in  parliament,  462. 
Londonderry^  flege   of,    338,    n&ti.      Cruel    behaviour  of  the 

French  general  there,  358.  note. 
Lords y  houfe  of,  how  degraded  under  Charles  If.,  42*  Zealous 
meafures  of,  on  the  rumours  of  a  popifh  plot,  8 1.  Difpotes 
with  the  houfe  of  commons  on  lord  Danby's  impeachoieat, 
go.  '  Rejefl  the  exclulion  bill,  107.  Vote  a  review  of  the 
fpeech  or  James  11.  after  approving  it,  184.  Addre^  the 
prince  of  Orange  to  aiTuroe  the  adminiftration  of  goverooieot, 
353.  Their  debates  in  the  convention  parliament  on  the 
fettlement  of  government,  266.  Obfervations  on  their  ar- 
guments, 274.  Caufes  which  retrained  the  lords  to  concur 
with  the  refolutions  of  the  commons,  277.  Settle  the  crown 
upon  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Orange,  283.  Pa(s  a  faiU 
for  relieving  protefiant  diflenters  from  the  te/fs,  328.  Fate 
of  the  comprehenfion  bill,  330.  Inflitute  an  inquiry  into  the 
character  of  the  newly  appointed  cfHcers  in  the  militia,  5S3. 
Debates  on  the  queflion,  whether  impeachment  was  extkn 
guifhed  by  an  adt  of  grace,  406.  £nur  on  a  deleoce  of 
their  privileges,  437,  Motion  for  a  committee  of  both 
houfes  to  advife  the  king,  4t38«  Their  addrefs  of  advice  to 
the  king«  439*  Breach  with  th^  houfe  of  commons,  441. 
Lordi  of  the.  articles  in  the  Scottish  parliament,  their  appoint* 

ment  and  office,  366,  ii«/^.     Are  aholifhed,  570. 
Largely  marquis  de,   his  fucceiTes  in  the  Palatinate,  445. 
l^orrain^  the  duke  of,  ill  treated  in  the  pe^ce  at  Nimigoeo, 
^nd  ip  that  at  Ryfwick,  537. 

Low 
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Lo'w  church,  tnd  high  church,  origin  of  this  diftiil^ioDy  i^. 
jMxembomr^i   duke  of,  takes  amd  fortifies  Hall,  413*    lakes 
Charlerpy  and  Hay,  445.    battle  of  Landen,  ibid. 


M. 

JliPCormcky  Dr.  his  cooftrndion  of  Carftaira's  teftimoBy,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  unfounded,  215, 
mole. 

JUacdonald  of  denco,  cruel  maffacre  of  him  and  his  Euniiy, 
577«     loqoiry  into  the  ca«fe  of  this  enormity,  607. 

Macpherfony  Mr.  his  reflexions  on  the  coodud  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  confidered,  21a.  H'*  charge  of  bigotry  againft  king 
'William  obiriated,  Tfiz.  His  account  of  the  refloratioa  <x 
admiral  Ruflel  inveAigated,  446,  noie.  The  evidence  in  &• 
▼our  of  the  letters  publilhed  by  him  admitted,  470.  The 
nature  of  the  correfpondences  carried  on  with  the  abdicated 
king  James  invefligated,  47 1.  Examination  of  the,  charge 
brought  againft* king  William,  of  agreeing  to  the  fuccefEon 
of  the  ion  of  king  James,  539.  This  charge  refuted  on 
the  authority  of  bifhop  Burnet,  55a.  Stri^ture^  on  his  cha* 
raAer  of  king  James,  677,  note. 

Magdalen  college,  Qxford,  refufes  to  accept  a  jefuit  for  a  pre* 
iident  under  the  difpenfiog  power  aflumed  by  James  Il.f 
191. 
Maloesf  St.  bombarded  by  captain  Benbow,  44;. 
Marcheif  the  court  of,  w  Wales  aboliflied  by  the  rerolution, 

•      348- 

Marlborough^  lord,  committed  to  the  Tower  on  fufpicion  of 
treaibn,  437.  .  His  treacherous  correipoDdence  with  the  ab- 
dicated king  James,  456.  Remarks  on  the  duplicity  of  hit 
condu&,  478. 489. 

Marr^  earl  of,  governor  of  Stirling  caftle,  fapports  the  caufe 
of  king  James,  306.     Is  arrefted,  307. 

Mary  I.  queen  of  England,  her  faith  and  gratitude  cxtingui(hed 
by  her  zeal  for  the  Romiih  religion,  143. 

Mary  J  princefs,  daughter  of  James  duke  of  York,  married  to 
William  prince  of  Orance,  ^o.  Allegations  againft  her  con- 
duct 10  Monmouth  by  D'Avaux,  200.  Her  declaration  to 
lord  Danby  during  the  debates  of  the  convention  parliament, 
280.  The  crown  fettled  upon  her  and  the  prince  of  Oranee, 
283.  Addrefles  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  her  after 
th«  battle  of  the  Boyne,  404.  Her  prudent  adminiflratioo 
on  the  threatened  invafion  from .  France,  430.  Her  death 
and  charader,  458.  Changes  produced  by  her  death,  459. 
494. 

.Miol 
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Meal  tub  plot*  09,  lOQ. 

Mclf9rif  earl  oi>  his  iotcrcepied  letter  to  tKe  duke  of  Fcitby 

664. 
MuUary  fenriceSy  cotofequcDces  of  tbcir  coDvcrfioa  into  pecpm- 

ary  aids»  356. 
M'dUia^  the  regulation  of»  alTunied  by  Charles  II.  prcTioas  to 

parliamentary  confeot,  3. 
MofyfictfXf    Mr.  bis    pamphlet  alTertiDg   the  iodcpcDdeace  of 

Ireland  on  the  EoglUh  parliaroent,  626,  Mir. 
Monm^uih^  duke  ofy  attempt  to  eflabliih  his  legitimacy,  to  fa 

afjde  the  pretcsiions  of  the  duke  of  York*  1 2^     Is  deprived 

of  his  ofiicesy  and  banifhed,  99.     His  political  charader  and 

infiuencey    129.     His  iovafion  of  England »  and  e^ecutioo, 

179.     loquirj  whether. the  prince  of  Orange  was  acceCorj 

to  his  expedition,  ioo.     Acquits  the  prince  of  Orange  under 

his  own  hand,  2io»  21 1. 
Mo^f  taken  by  Lewis  XiV.,  ^12. 
Montague^  the  Enghfh  ambaflador  at  Parjsy  his  imrigues  (on 

the  ruin  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  66. 
Montagu^  Hr.    appointed   chanotllor  of  fhe  excheqaeft   45$^ 

His  political  charader,  ^26.     Attempt  of  the  tories  to  ia- 

peach  him,  635. 
.  Montgomery f   (ir  James,  a  zealo\i9  revolutiooiftj  engages  iJi  a 

confpiracy  to  rcftore  king  James,  569. 
MoQTj  fir  John,  lord  mayor  of  Loodon,  his  irregular  oieaiures 

to  influence  the  ele^ioa  of  ftieriffs  in  favour  of  the  court, 

164. 
Mordamt^  lord,  his  private  oegociatioos  in  Holland  with  the 

prince  of  Orange  00  the  part  of  the  priocipal  Engliih  oohi- 

lity,  233.  ' 
JH'jtiity  a£t,  the  firft  ocpafioQ  of  paiEog  it,  544. 

ffamurf  taken  from  Lewis  XlV.,  433.  ^ 

NantXf  immc;diate  confequenees  of  the  revocation  of  the  edid 
of,  by  Lewis  XIV.,  235.  340. 

Nimigueth  obfervations  on  the  conJu^  of  king  Charles  IL  re- 
lating to  the  peace  of,  63*  Is  broken  by  Lewis  XIV., 
160. 

IToailles^  marshal  de,  his  fucceffes  in  Catalonia,  457. 

Nobles  and  chieftains  of  Scotland,  their  chana&er,  294. 

Iilonconformyisf  the  proportion  of,  to  that  o£  the  eftablifiied 
church  at  the  revolution,  probably  greater  thaa  was  then 
computed.  333,  n^ie^ 

Noa^on^otmJerif 
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Non'Compovnden^  this  diftindion  amoag,  the  Englifti  Jacobites 

explainecfy  489. 
Norths  fir  Fraacis,    lord  chancellory    his  political  charadier, 

167,  note. 
Nottifigbam^  earl  of,  his  fpeech  in  the  convention  parliamcat  on 

the  fettlement  of  the  nation,   266.     Is   made  iecretary  of 

ftate  under  William^  313.    Is  difmifledy  446. 


9- 

OaUs^  Tit«S|  the  informer  of  the  popi(h  plot,  gratified  with  a 
pcnfion,  346*  note. 

Oath  of  allegiance^  altered  on  the  acceflion  of  king  WilliaSn, 
to  accommodate  the  tories,  z%^. 

OUlgations  xpay  fonnetimes  be  too  great  to  meet  with  fuitabie  re* 
turns,  3^0. 

Orange^  William,  jirince  of,  his  early  patriotifm,  45.  Comes 
orer  to  England,  and  marries  ihe  iady  Mary,  50.  His  in. 
tereft  fapplanted  by  the  Louveflein  faAion,  53.  Comes  over 
to  England  to  folicit  an  alliance  again tl  France,  160.  In- 
quiry, whether  he  was  accefTary  to  Monmouih's  invadon, 
aoc.  Allegations  of  D'Avaax,  ibid.  Of  father  Orleans, 
2»^«  Improbability  of  James  difcoveriog  any  private  cor« 
refpondence  between  him  and  Monmouth,  306.  The  autho- 
rity of  fads  related  in  James's  account  of  his  own  life  con- 
fidered,  208.  is  exprefsly  acquitted  by  Monmouth's  own 
haiid  writing,  209.  Is  acqoitted  by  his  own  conduA  and 
true  intercity  an.  The  refle^ltons  of  Mr.  Maepherfon  to 
bis  prejudice  refuted,  212.  His  condud  influenced  by  his 
peculiar  circumftances,  ibid.  Is  vindicated  from  any  concern 
in  Argyle's  invasion  of  Scotland,  214.  His  abilities,  and  the 
temper  of  the  people,  naturally  tended  to  produce  a  revolu« 
lion,  224.  His  declfiraticin  in  anfwer  to  king  James's  ap* 
plication  for  his  confent  to  a  repeal  of  the  telts  and  penal 
Hatutes,  232.  Private  negociations  between  him  and  the 
Englifli  protedanc  leaders,  ibid.  Prepares  for  his  Englifh 
expedition,  235.  Negociatts  th^  league  of  Aug(bourg,  237. 
Accprnplidies  an  union  of  the  Dutch  States,  240.  His  mi- 
litary preparations,  how  favoured,  241.  Lands  at  Torbay, 
247.  His  declaration  conftdered^  248.  His  propcf^ils  to 
James  defended,  249.  Summons  a  faoufe  of  commons  on  . 
the  king^s  abdication,  254.  His  condud  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  convention  parliament,  255  His  letter  to 
the  convention  parlianrieot,  2^9.  His  declaration  to  the 
peers  during  their  debates,  279. '  The  crown  fettled  on  him 
dod  his  princefs,  283.     See  liWiam  111. 
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Orleans^  father,  his  allegations  agaiaft  the  prince  of  Oraiige 
condderedy  203.     His  charader  as  an  htftorian,  2 10. 

Orphan  debt  of  the  city  of  London*  the  fettleroent  of»  ohraiiifd 
by  parliamentary  corraption,  462. 

Oxford^  the  difpenfiog  power  of  James  11.  unthflood  bj  the 
aoiverfjty  of,  192* 


Parliament f  the  fecond,  of  king  Charles  11.,  the  zealoat  lojaky 
of,  3.  Caufes  of  the  king's  di/TatisfiiAion  with  tlib  parlia- 
inent,  1 7.  Firmnefs  and  prudence  of,  on  the  king's  applica- 
tion for  aid,  26.  Meafures  purfued  to  check  the  growth  of 
popery,  3^.  Reflections  on  the  proceedings  of,  61.  It  di^ 
folved,  68.  Character  of  this  fecond  parliament,  69.  Meet- 
ing  of  the  third  parliament,  78.  Difputes  with  the  king 
on  the  choice  0/  fpeaker  of  the  boufe  of  commoosy  ibid. 
Meafares  purfued  by  both  houfes  on  the  reports  of  a  popifii 
plot,  8i.  Profecution  of  the  earl  ofDanby,  86.90.  Ha- 
beas  corpus  aCt,  95,  96.  The  third  parliament  dtflolved, 
ibid.  Meeting  of  the  fourth  parliament,  103.  Its  diflbln* 
tion,  1  to.  Meeting  of  a  new  parliament  at  Oxfbrd«  111. 
The  Oxford  parliament  difTolved,  112.  Precedents  of  the 
fuccelTion  to  the  crown  being  regulated  by,  144.  Chander 
of  the  iirft  parliament  of  James  If.  178.  Meedog  of  the 
convention  parlianoent,  259.  The  convention  converted  into 
a  regular  padiament,  317.  Is  diiFolved,  35$.  Meeting  of 
the  fecond  parliament  of  king  William,  373.  The  biU  for 
triennial  parliaments  rejeded  by  the  king,  ±^  A  pkce 
bill  rejected  by  the  king,  45 1.  The  triennial  bill  pafled»  457 
Difcoveries  of  corruption  in,  440.  462.  View  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  character  of  the  fecond  parliament  of  king 
V/illiam,  50^.  Meeting  of  his  third  parliament,  507.  Cha- 
rafler  of  this  parliament,  627.  Meeting  of  the  foanh  par- 
liament of  king  William,  630*  This  parliament  diffolved, 
644*  Strong  recriminations  between  the  whigs  nod  tories 
in  the  fifth  parliament  of  king  William,  661.  Exteniioo  of 
the  aA  of  fettlement,  666.  Cenfures  paffed  upon  the  parti- 
tion treaty,  668.  Diffolution  of  the  fifth,  and  meeting  of 
bis  fixth  parliament,  683.     See  LortU  and  Conmoms.    - 

Partiesj  the  meafures  of,  bow  governed  by  temporary  circnm* 
(lances,  435. 

Fariiiion  treaty,  its  obje^l,  643.  650.  How  it  proved  abor- 
tive, 6^2.  Second  partition  treaty,  653.  Parliaroentaiy 
proceedings  on,  670. 

Faytoof 
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PaytMt    Sir  Robeit|  urby  expelled  the  hoafe  of  commons^ 

I  z2^  note. 
JPenal  IsLvifs  of  Englaody  too  fangutnary,  717,  note, 
Penfion  bill,  introduced  into  the  hoafe  of  commons,  95. 
Fcrfecuttoni  praAifed  by  all  religious  perfuafions  while  in  pof- 

leflion  of  power,  720,  721. 
Pertb^  earl  of,  king  James's  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Rome, 

his  reprefentations   of  the  low  opinion  entertained  there  of 

his  mafter,  49^. 
Pelitioners  and  aUiorrers,  who,  I02. 

Petre^  father  confeiFor  to  king  James  IL9  his  charader,  i88. 
PIac€  bill,  rejeded  by  king  V7illiam,  45 1 . 
Pol'uical'  maxims  mud  frequently  yield  to  temporary  circam- 

fiances,  697- 
Popi/b  plot,    the  fird  public  information  of,  79.      Vigorous 

meafures  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  on  the  occafion,  8f. 

General  panic  of  the  people  on  account  of,  83.     Reafons 

that  discredit  the  realicy  ot  it,  84,  note, 
Portland^  earl  of,  conjedlures  refpe^ing  his  myfterious  private 

conferences  with  marfhal  Boufflers,  540.     The  true  objeft 

of  them  explained,  552.      Is  fent  ambaiFador  to  France, 

629. 
Porifmouthf  ducheis  of,  her  view  in  promoting  the  exdufioa       • 

bill,  129. 
Power^  delegated,  more  infolent  and  oppreflive  than  in  the  firft 

indance,  290,  note, 
Prejbjterian  minifters,  great  numbers  ejedled  by  the  afl  of  unt* 

iormity,  5.    Of  Scotland,  their  charader,  570.     Their  fe- 

verity  againft  the  epi (copal  clergy,  572.  , 

PrefentajtioTu%  ecclefiadical,  in  Scotland,  coeval  with  the  legal 

e{labii(hment  of  prefbytcry,  602.     Frequent  efforts  for  abo- 

lilhing  patronage,  604. 
Frefiim^  lord,  executed  for  a  confpiracy  againft  king  William, 

4.21,  note. 
Pretender  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  fon  of  king  James, 

acknowledged  by  Lewis  XIV.,  677,  678.    This  patronage 

deftruflive  to  his  hopes,  68 1.     Ads  pafled  for  attainting  and 

abjuring  him,  6&<>. 
Prtvy  council,  that  of  king  Charles  If.  new  modelled,  88. 
Punijbmente^  capital,  multiplied  beyond  found  policy  and  huma- 

o«y«  717*  "^'^ 
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j5»«  JVarranto^  writs  of,  iifuftd  by.  Charles  11.  agnnft  tnr 
charters  of  London  and  other  corporatioBS,  1669  aad  by 
JamesII.y  197. 


Rtformailon  in  religioa,  carried  to  an  extreme  10  Soodaady 
296.     liiftorj  of^  in  that  country,  599. 

Regency^  arguments  for  and  againfl,  in  the  houfe  ^  lofds  of 
the  convention  parliament  at  the  revolution,  268. 

R^fugiiSy  foreign  proteftantt  why  lefa  kindly  received  by  the 
Englifh  tones  than  by  the  whigs,  290. 

Religion y  popular,  always  pliable  to  the  yiews  of  the  prhic;, 
142. 

RiJoraiioH  of  Charles  IE.  the  effe<5ts  of,  od  the  political  flate 
of  England  and  Scotland,  compared*  Ii5,ii0lr. 

Revenue^  public  of  England,  falntary  change  in  the  masage- 
roent  of,  produced  by  the  revolution,  319.  345*  CoBnexuMi 
between  the  ftate  ot  the  revenue  and  the  temper  of  govert)- 
ment,  356.  The  iniprovements  in»  favourable  to  libem» 
358.  Hiftorical  view  of  alterations  in,  359.  Tlie  povtr 
of  applying  it,  gained  by  the  commons  at  the  rerolatioe, 
360.  RevenMe  fettled  on  king  Wiliiam,  373.  The  piasftice 
of  fiinding  when  firft  introduced,  504. 

Revolution^  the  immediate  cadfes  of,  traced,  215.  Kii^ 
James  rettrts  to  Prance,  251.  Settlement  of  the  crown  on 
the  prince  and  princefs  ofs^  Orange,  283.  Effrfts  of  this 
event  00  the  Englifb  coafittution,  284.  A  view  of  the 
grievances  from  which  the  people  were  (ecured  by  this  ts%t^ 
iijre,  347.  Peculiar  dangers  which  threatened  it,  46^. 
Was  confirmed  by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  joo.  The  bene- 
fits of,  examined,  71b. 

Ri<oolutionfj  political,  general  obfervations  on,  465. 

Rochejier^  lord,  his  motives  in  promoting  the  fucceffioli  of  the 
houfe  of  Hanover^  341,  note* 

Roman  catholics,  fevere  a^  pafled  againft  them  oiKier  Jting 
William,  637.     Stt  James  II ,  Teft^  &c. 

Rofenff  marflial,  the  French  commander  under  James  II.  in 
Ireland,  his  cruel  behaviour  at  the  (lege  of  JLpOcdooderry, 
399,  note.  ^ 

Ruffily  admiral,  his  vidlory  over  the  French  off  La  Hogue, 
430.     inquiry  into  his  condudl,  442.     \%  difmifled,  444. 

is 
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Is  reftoredy  446.  Remarks  on  Mr.  Macpherfbn's  account 
of  his  reinftatement,  ibid  9  note.  Obfervations  on  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  abdicated  king  James,  479. 

-^^^A  lord,  his  political  character  and  influence,  131, 
Teflimon/of  Bartllon,  the  French  agent,  to  his  charadker, 
X54.  119/^. 

Ru^tgny^  motive  for  Lewis  XIV,  fending  bim  to  England,  38, 
note. 

Ryeboufe  plot,  account  of,   170,  no/r. 

Ry/ivli^  oegociations  for  peace  there,  between  the  confede- 
rates and  Lewis  XIV.,  930.  Articles  (igned,  532.  Merits 
and  effcfls  of  this  peace,  3^3.  Examination  into  the  charge 
^gainft  king  William,  of  privately  agreeing  to  the  fucceHioo 
of  the  fon  of  king  James>  559. 


S. 

SachvllUi  Gr  Edward,  committed  to  the  Tower  for  dilparaging 
the  evidence  of  the  popifti  plot,  81. 

Sancroftf  archbifhop,  declines  officiating,  at  the  coronation  of 
William  and  Mary,  329. 

Savoy f  duke  of,  defeated  by  marflial  Catinat,  4»i.  His  equi- 
vocal c^ndud  ip  France,  434.  Withdraws  from  the  confe- 
derates, 52  a. 

Sehomberg^  marihaly  (cDC  to  oppofe  king  James  in  Ireland,  400, 
His  fuccefles  in  Italy,  412* 

Scotland^  the  effeAs  of  th«  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  on  the 
political  iiate  of,  compared  with  that  of  England,  1 15,  noUm 
Circum^iaBces  fiivoorable  to  liberty  in  England,  290.  Cir- 
cumftances  unfavourable  to  libeny  in  Scotland,  293.  The 
feodal  madners  of  the  Scots  deftru^ire  of  unity,  295. 
Sonrees  of  religious  difunion,  296-  Caufes  of  the  oppoHtion 
of  the  Scots  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  267.  Imprudent  go- 
▼ensment  of  James  IL  there,  301.  Progrefs  ot  the  revolu- 
tion there,  303.  A  convention  of  the  dates  fummoned, 
304*  State  of  parties  in,  and  cautious  meafures'  of,  the 
convention,  307.  Subje^bs  of  deliberation  in  the  convention, 
509.  The  crown  fettled  upon  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Orange^  310.  The  abolition  of  prelacy  in.  by  king  Willi- 
am juftiiied,  364.  Sentiments  and  temper  of  the  j>eop!c 
after  the  revolution,  $6^,  Appointment  and  o>fHce  of  the 
lords  of  the  articles,  566*  note,  Concefllons  of  the  king  to 
^crftoie  unantniity,  570.  Charafler  of  the  prcfbyieriun 
clergy,  ibid.  Their  fevcrity  agaioft  the  epifcopal  cleligy,  (;72. 
D;mgerous  date  of  the  government  there,  575.  Narrative  of 
the  maflacre  at  Glenooy  576*    Ad  for  extending  the  trade  of 

Scotland, 
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Scotland,  58^.  Hiftory  of  the  fcttlcracnt  at  Darieo,  5^4. 
Mifery  and  dififfeAioa  of  die  Scots,  §B6.  The  cxtenfioD  of 
the  ad  of  fcttlemcnt  evaded,  588.  Brief  hiftory  of  the  re- 
formation, and  character  of  the  (irft  reformers  there,  59S 

Scroggs^  fir  William,  impeached  by  the  hoafe  of  commoos, 
105. 

Security y  adl  of,  paiTed  by  the  parliameot  of  Scotlaady  cxpl2i> 
ed,  ^89,  note. 

Settlement^  proceedings  on  the  a6t  of,  339.  Eaaeofioa  of  tba 
a6l,  666. 

Seymour,  fir  Edward,  elected  fpeaker  of  tbehoafe  of  coounoQS, 
and  rcjcdled  by  the  king,  78,  79, 

Shaftejbury,  Aftilcy  Cooper  earJ  of,  one  of  Charles's  cabal  n.'.- 
ni{try,  ar.  Ihe  motives  of  his  oppofition  to  the  coan  ex- 
amined, 31-  His  political  chara6ler«  32.  Is  madeprcfid^t 
of  the  council,  80.  lodidls  the  duke  of  York  as  a  pop& 
recofant,  104,  His  fpeech  on  the  grievances  of  Scotusd, 
118.  His  great  influence,  iso*  '  An  indiAnient  agaiau 
him,  rcje«5led  by  the  grand  jury  for  Middlefez,  163. 

Sharp,,  Dr.,  redor  of  St.  Giles,  London,  cafe  of  his  fu^enfioii 
by  king  James  II.,  165,  no/f. 

Shirley^  Dr.,  difputes  between  the  houfes  of  lords  and  ooo- 
mons,  occafioaed  by  his  appeal,  41,  note, 

Shrewjbury,  lord,  appointed  lord  chancellor,  456L  His  cor* 
refpondence  with  the  late  king  James,  480. 

Stgifmund,  king  of  Sweden,  his  abdication  compared  with  that 
of  James  II.  of  England,  264. 

Slaves f  the  trade  in,  inconGfteot  with  the  genius  of  the  EcgLih 
confutation,  717,  note, 

SomerSf  Mr.  his  Ipeech  in  the  convention  parliaineot  at  the  re- 
volution, on  fettling  the  government,  264. 

ScmerSf  lord,  appointed  lord  chancellor,  452.  Is  removed  by 
tory  ftifluence,  640.  Is  tried  for  his  condoA  nfycSiog  the 
partition  treaty,  671. 

Stair f  lord,  urges  the   ma/Tacre  of  Glenco,  from  per(boal  re- 
fcntmenr,  609. 
'    Strajburgh^  the  city  of,  delivered  ap  to  France  by  its  mtgif- 
t rates,  159,  no/r. 

Sttiartf  the  houfe  of,  why  unpopular  in  Scotland,  297.  Un- 
happy deftiny  of  the  latter  reprcfentatioos  of  that  hooie, 
485,  note, 

Sunderland^  lord,  the  favourite  minifler  of  king  James  II.^  his 
political  charad^er,  186.  Compatifon  between  him  and  lord 
Shaftefbury,  187.  The  duplicity  of  his  condoA  ruinoosto 
James,  244,  note,  Obfervations  on  his  correfpondence  wUh 
JJRmes,  S80.  Influences  king  William  to  employ  tory  mi- 
niders,  640.  Advifes  the  king  to  diflblve  his  fifth  parlia- 
ment, and  to  employ  the  whigs,  682. 

SyStr, 
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Sydney  f  AlgerDOOy  his  cbarader  defended  again  ft  the  allegations 
of  Barillon  the  French  ambafTador,  1 54,  note* 


Taffif  his  information  concerning  the  Lancafliire  plot,  461 9  note» 

Temple^   (ir   William,    fent   to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the 

i5utch  ftates,  62.     His  remarks  on   the  negociations,   65. 

His  obfervation  on  the  promotion  of  lord  Shafcefbury  as  pre- 

(ident  of  the  coancil»  90,  note, 

teft  afl  pafled,  28.    Trial  of  the  difpenCng  power  of  the  king 

refpedling,  190. 
Tolerattun  adl,  paflcd,  334.     The  enjoyment  of,  owing  to  the 

revolution,  720* 
Tongue»  Dr.,  his  conference  with  king  Charles  II.  refpedingthe 

popifli  plot.  86,  note. 
ITonnagi  of  Eqglifh  (hipping,  amount  of,  at  the  xtsl  of  the  revo- 
lution, 416,  note. 
Torcff  marquis  de,  his  account  of  the  myfterious  conferences 
at  Hall,  between  the  duke  of  Portland  and  marlhal  Bouf- 
flers,  554,  S5S' 
TorringtoBf  lord,    his  engagement  with  the  French  fleet  oflf 
Beachy  Headi  403,  note.    Is  committed  to  the  Tower,  407. 
Is  acquitted  by  a  court  martial,  ibid.,  wte. 
Toryt  the  original  meaning,  and  firft  application  of  that  term  as 

a  political  diftindtioD,  98.     . 
Tories^  were  eminent  inftruments  in  promoting  the  Hanover 
fucceffion,  341,  note.    Their  liberal  promifes  to  king  William, 
when  he  was  difgufted  with  the  wbig8^352.    Struggles  be- 
tween them  and  the  whigs,  371,  372,    Mifcarriages  of,  in    ' 
public  commands,  453.    Their  flrength  compared  with  that 
of  the  whigs  during  the  reign  of  king  William,  688.     Mr. 
Harley's  opinion  of  them,  689.     Where  mo(l  numerous, 
ibid.^    Their  merit  compared  with  that  of  the  whig?,  695. 
Their  di(Hngaifhing  principle,  697.     Their  conduft  regard- 
ing the  revolution  examined,  699.     Their  faults,  704. 
Trade^  hardfhips  fuftained  by,  during  the  wars  of  king  V/iili* 

am,  419 
Trea/bnf  the  laws  refjiedting,  reformed,  508. 
Trelff  (ir  George,  his  argument  in  the  convention  parliament 

at  the  revolution,  on  the  flight  of  the  king,  262. 
Trenchardf  Mr.,  incurs  the  refentment  of  the  torics,  4^8.     Is 

appointed  fecreury  of  ftate,  452. 
Trtvor^  (ir  John,  chofen  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

373.     Is  expelled  for  bribery,  A62. 
triennial  parliaments,  the  bill  tor,  rejected  by  king  Wiliiam, 
4J4.     Is  paffjd,  457. 

Triple 
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Tri/iAf  aflrancc,  the  motives  to  the  league  fo  termed,    ij.    DiT 

IbhuioQ  of,  22,  2  j. 
Tyrconnel^    earl   of,  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  his  duplkiry  an 

the  eTeot  of  the  revolution,  386. 


U. 
Uolformltyl  ad  of,  pafled|  4, 

W. 

'Wales,  James  prince  of,  his  fufpicious  birth,  243.  ?$  baptized 
according  to  the  Romifh  form!  246.  His  title  to  die  cromi 
how  invalidated,  288.     bee  Pretender. 

iVtirrnd'm^  Great,  ukco  by  the  emperor  from  tlic  Turks,  413. 

lyij't^,  the  oiiginal  meaning,  and  firft  a|)pIicatioD  of  that  terra 
as  a  political  diflindlion,  98. 

Whigs,  manifcftations  of  their  jealoofy  of  king  WilKaro,  aji, 
Gdio  great  influence  by  promoting  the  Hanover  fuccemon, 
341,  342.  The  mifuoderftaoding  betweeii  them  and  the 
king  explained,  350.  Struggles  between  them  and  the  ttkrics, 
37^372.  Preferments  in  favour  of,  456.  Their  firength 
comuared  with  that  of  the  tories  during  the  reign  of  kii^ 
William,  688^  Mr.  Harley*s  opinion  of  them,  689^ 
Where  moA  numerous,  ibid.  Their  merit  compared  with 
that  of  the  tories,  695.  Their  diftingnilhing  principle,  697. 
Generally  friends  to  religions  liberty,  698.  Why  they 
framed  the  difiindion  of  high  church  and  low  cfanrcb,  ibtiL 
1  heir  faults,  704. 

IVilliam  III.,  his  ivrft  roiniflry  appointed,  31;.  Obfervatsocs 
on  the  (late  of  parties  at  this  time,  314.  His  (peech  to  the 
convention  parliament,  3 1 7.  The  convention  converted  into 
a  regular  parliament,  3 18.  Regulations  of  the  revenue,  319. 
Fails  in  obtaining  a  full  indemnification  for  the  expcoccs  of 
the  Dutch  in  his  expedition,  323.  Fails  in  obtaining  a  re- 
laxation of  the  teft  aA  in  favour  of  protefrant  diflenters,  327. 
Ill  fuccefs  of  the  bill  of  comprehenhon,  330.  Recommends 
«i  bill  of  indemnity  to  parliament,  336.  Is  obftrudted  by  the 
jtaloufy  of  ihc  whigs,  338.  Indications  of  difaffedion  ap- 
pear, 343.  Sufpends  tlie  habeas  corpus  a61,  ibiJ.  P^fTr-s 
the;  mutiny  «<5>,  344.  His  liberality  in  clieckingthe  opprciJion 
of  the  Roman  catholics,  346*  Ready  concurrence  of  the 
nation  in  his  war  with  France,  348.  Caufe  of  the  mifander- 
iianding  between  him  and  his  hrlt  parliament  explained,  3  50. 
Dilagrcemenc  of  his  miuiflers,  35s.  DilTulvts  the  pariia- 
Bkcnt,  355.     h  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  bigotry,  362. 

lofUnce 
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liilbiice  of  liii  lofFt  of  toleration  when  he  took  the.eorona- 
tioo  oath  for  Scotland^  $66*  1$  cenfured  for  the  diflblutiJMi 
of  the  contention  parliament;  370.  Setdemeot  of  hts  re* 
^^^Q^»  57S*  ^9tc$  .an  suBt  of  grace',  385.  Defeats  Jamea 
at  the  battle  of  the  Bojfne,  401.  His  merit  in  forming  the 
£rand  alliance^  409.  '  Attends  the  congreis  at  the  Hague* 
410.  Mis  military  operations  in  FlaDderSy  411.  Reyival 
of  parties  on  occafioq  oJF  the  indulgence  cranted  to  the  Ro« 
man  catholics  at  the  reduction  of  Limericki  ^14,  415.  Jear 
lonfy  of  his  partiality  to  the  Dutch,  4. 1 6  DifaBeaioh  of  the 
^^SJ9  419*  Conlpiracy  agaioft  hiih  detedted,  421,  111  hu- 
mour of  the  parliament  00  the  had  fuccefs  of  the  war  with 
France^  423.  Changes  in  his  minidry  in  favour  of  the  to- 
rics»  427.  His  influence  reviTes  the  drooping  cftufe  of  the 
confederates,  432.  Caufes  of  the  decline  of^his  popularity 
10  England,  434.  Heads  of  advice  given  to  him  by  both 
honfes  of  parlament,  430.  RejeAs  the  bill  for  triennial  par- 
liaments,  444.  Is  worfted  near  Landen  by  mar(hal  Luxem- 
bourg,  445.  Refufel  his  aflent  to  a  place  bit],  451.  Ad- 
¥anuges  he  derived  from  difcovering  that  many  penons  in  his 
oourt  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  late  king  James^ 
4C4.  Fades  the  bill  for  triennial  parliaments,  4^7.  Death 
of  queen  Marjr,  and  the  confequences  of  that  event,  45  &• 
The  Latocafliire  plot,  460^  461.  Genera!  remarks  on  hit 
fituation  and  coodod,  466.     Obfervations  00  the  cbrrefpoii-  i 

deuces  difdofed  by  Mr.  Macpherfbtt,  470.  The  probability 
<3S  William's  conniving  at  them,  480.  The  difcordant 
^ewB  of  the  Jacobites,  his  fecurit^f,  48S.  His  iiicreafiDg 
repnution,  491,  His  coalition  of  intereds  with  the  nriiicefS 
Anne  of  Denmark,  497.  His  motives  for  dtflblvmg  his 
lecond  parliament,  502.    Meeting  of  his  third  parliamenti 

£07.  Is  addrefled  to  withdraw  his  grant  to  the  earl  of  Port- 
ed, gof.  A  confpiracy  to  aflaffioate  him^  415.  His 
ipeech  in  parliament,  529.  Negociations  for  peacb  at  Ryf- 
ivick,  j^29;  The  merits  and  effe^s  of  this  peice,  ^  33.  Ex- 
amination of  thfe  charge  againft  William^  ot  agreemg  to  the 
fucceffion  of  the  fon  of  king  Jame#,  539.  Origin  of  thii 
sdperfibn,  548.  The  true  (late  of  t|ite  private  negoqiation 
that  gave  rife  to  this  report^  explained,  551.  His  difagree-*, 
inent  with  the  Scottifh  parliament,  563.  His  cooceffions  t& 
the  Scots,  J  70.  Hii  difHcuIties  between  the  epiftopaliani  ah<i 
iyrefbyterians,  ^72.  Narrative  of  the  mafikcre  it  OlencO, 
577.  Is  cenfured  for  the  articles  of  Lin^ericl^,  ^90.  Hit 
fumCcatioo,  5i^i.  AbUfes  committed  by  hii  fervadtsJn  Ire- 
land, 593.  How  far  culpable  refpe^idg  the  maflacre  of 
Glenco,  610^  Circumftmces  that  difturbed  his  tra,Qqujltity 
C  c  e  ^ar 
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ifter  the  peaicie  ofYLyfin<^  fiii.  Hii  aitarfcty  t»|imteot 
a  redudido  of  die  ^tttty;  6tj^  *  fecadf]!^  tif  kh  refoifl^Gr  to 
difVuufnijr  the  army,  OrS..  'Mifaneferfyii^frg  bttiireiM  hin 
and  the  prmce^  Afttie»  629.'  Medimes  a  ttligaanQir  9f  tfie 
efx>Wa«  6jf;  6j2.  Aia  paAd  for  refdintoj^'the  Irilfii  fbrfii- 
tures,  635.  Is  induiced  to  diange  his  ttimftty  ia  faVoor  of 
ilie  tones,  64O.  Death  of  the  doke  of  Oloued^er,  641. 
Aflllb  7d  foftnriijg  the  pamtiori  treaty,  6^^.'  tfa  dedar&d 
tnetires  kt  eucerifog^into  xbts  tresity,  649,.  tiait.  Secbbd  par- 
titioo  treaty,  65^  Hh  ]^iitica!  embarraCmeiks  at  tHiitune* 
662.  E^ctenfiott  of  the  4A  6£  fettlement^  666u  Hoir  he 
*  brought  the  friacifs  Aun^'  intb  tfiw  mesifbre,  6^,  aoiSr. '  Ac- 
kaowled^es  fhifip  king  t)f  ^iii,  675,  Preparctr  fiar  iTar 
lirith  France,  and  fbnynthe  grand  alKafice»  6y^.  '  PilblVes 
his  parriam^nt,  and  eitipfoys.t^hfg  miniftere,  69^.  Tt^e  great 
fupplies  raiftd  daring  hrs  reigiy,  684.  Victffitu(ies  of  poiidcal 
fentimeots  dnce  (he  ^ace  of  Ry^tck',  69^.  Hit  deadly 
t>^6:  Comparative  view  of  the  flrcngih  of  die  wbigs  and  of 
the  tdries  during  his  reign,  687.  Hh  tx^A  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcicnce  cdcbriTcd,  722.  Hi^  chancer,  774. 
fFiriemharg^  dute  of,  defeated  aad  taken  prtfimer  by  tlie 
Fref^cfa,  433. 


Y. 


Ttirk^  James  duke  of^  promotes  the  war  againft  Holland*  89 
iM>//.  Schemes  formtd  to  defeat  his  titie  to  the  fucceflioo, 
f  I .  ProfefTcs  himfelf  a  Roman  catholic^  34*  Bill  of  ex- 
chifion  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  againil  hiui,  92, 
Is  mdidted  as  a  popifh  recuiact,  100..  1  he  merits  of  the  ex* 
cluHon  bill  exaiDined,  140.     His  intereft  revives,  i6l,    tiis 

'  a«;ceffioo  to  Uk:  crowo,  175.     ^c  James  Xi. 


Zykfian^ 
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prince  of  Orange,  233. 


THE      END. 


ERRATA. 

Page  258,  Lines  1 7  and  1 8  read.  By  the  variety  andva^iufi 
of  tlofe  projeSi  pf  government  %  and  in  Side  Note,  (ot  Eelaion^ 
read  El^ioa, 


ri-^ 
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